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CHAPTER  XI. 

British  force  on  the  Niagara  in  Qctober^  1813— 
Attack  upon  the  piqueti-^Effects  i^the  surrender 
of,  the  right  division^^^-Majf^r^general  Vincenfs 
retreat  to  Burlington  "^  His  orders  from  the 
commander-in-chief  to  retiri^  upon  Kingston^^ 
Fortunate  contravention  of  thoslE^rders — General 
Harrison^ s  arrival  at,  (Md  departure  from  Fort^ 
George  —  Association  of  some  Upper  Canada 
-  •  militia  after  being  disembodied — Their  gallant 
^  attack  upon  9  and  capture  of  a  hand  of  plunder'-^ 
ing  traitorS'^General  APClure^s  shameful  con^ 
duct  towards  the  Canadian  inhabitants — Colonel 
Murray/' s  gallant  behaviour --^ Its  effect  upon 
general  M^Clure — A  Canadian  winter'-^Night* 
conflagration  of  Newark  by  the  Ameridans-^ 
M^Clure^s  abandonment  of  Fort^George^  and 
flight  across  the  river^^Arrival  of  lieutenaM* 

•  •  • 

general  Drummond-^Assault  upon,  and  capture 
of  Fort'Niagara --^  Canadian  prisoners  found 
there '-■^  Retaliatory*  desiruciion  of  Lewistown^ 
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Youngstown^ManchesteryandTuscarora — Attack 
upon  Buffaloe  and  Black  Rocky  and  destruction 
of  those  villages — American  resentment  against 
general M^C lure — Remarks  upon  the  campaign; 
also  upon  the  burning  of  Newark,  and  the 
measures  pursued  in  retaliation. 

Having  brought  the  campaign  of  1813  to  a 
close  upon  the  northern,  and  north-western, 
Canadian  frontiers,  the  operations  along  both 
shores  of  the  Niagara  come,  next,  to  be  detailed; 
Major-general  Vincent,  who  again  commanded, 
in  the  absence  of  general  De  Rottepbqrg,  the 
centre-division,  h^d  received,  since  the  middle 
of  September,  a  reinforcement  of  the  lOQth 
regiment;  in  order  to  counter-balance  the 
reduction  his  force  would  sustain  in  the 
departure  of  the  49th  and  104th  regiments, 
already  noticed.^  The  general's  head-quarters 
w^re  at  the  Cross  Roads;  and  the  piquets  of  )iis 
advanced  corps,  which  was  commanded  bjcolopel 
Murray,  occasionally  showed  themselves  in  the 
town  of  Newark.  From  the  America^  accounts 
only  we  learn,  that,  on  the  6th  of  October,  ^^  about 
500  militia-volunteers  and  about  .150  Indians, 
QOtnmanded  by  colonel  Chapin,^^  attacked  the 
piquet'guard  of  the  British  ;  and,  ^'  after  an 
hour  and  a  halPs  hard-fighting,"  drove  it  upon 
the  main-body  ;  when  **  the  whole  British  army, 

•  See  Vol.  {.  p.  261. 
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consisting  of  1100  men,  with  the  great  general 
Vincent,  at  their  head,  6ed  into  the  woods/^ 
The  British  are  declared  to  have  sustained  a 
loss  of  32  in  killed  only,  and  the  Americans  of 
four  killed  and  wounded.  *  This  is  the  way  the 
*'  literary  gentlemen'^  of  the  United  States 
contrive  to  fill  their  "  histories."  Colonel,  or 
doctor  Chapin  (for  he  professes,  and  is  equally 
mischievous  in,  both  characters)  had  lately 
escaped  from  the  British,  f  and,  for  that  exploit, 
been  promoted ;  probably  by  the  secretary  at  war 
himself,  as  he  was  known  to  have  been  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the.  Niagara,  while  the  Mont- 
real expedition  was  preparing. 

On  the  9th  of  October  intelligence  of  the 
disaster  that  had  befallen  the  right  division, 
reached  the  head-quarters  of  the  centre-division ; 
and  caused  general  Vincent,  after  destroying 
considerable  quantities  of  stores,  provisions, 
and  Indian  goods,  to  retreat,  with  his  troops, 
towards  Burlington  Heights:  where  colonel 
Proctor  joined  him  with  the  small  remnant  of 
his  division.  As  soon  as  general  Vincent  and 
his  troops  had  got  well  on  their  way  to 
Burlington,  major-generial  M*Clure,  with  the 
whole  of  his  force^  numbering  3700  men,  be- 
sides Indians,  marched  a  few  miles  along  the 
road,  and  back.  This  was  not  without  an 
object;    for    we    were  aftervvards    told,    that 

•  Hist  of  the  War,  p.  158.       +  See  VoL  I.  p,  218. 
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*^  general  M^Clure,  with  the  New  York.imilitia, 
volunteers^  and  Indians,  succeeded  in  driving 
the  British  army  from  the  vicinity  of  Fort- 
George,  and  pursued  them  as  far  as  the  Twelve- 
mile  Creek.^'* 

Miyor-general  Proctor's  discomfiture  reached 
the  head  quarters  of  the  commander  in  chief 
about  the  middle  of  October ;  and  orders  were 
instantly  forwarded  to  major-general  Vincent^ 
directing  him  to  commence  upon  his  retreat 
without  delay,  and  to  evacuate  all  the  British 
posts  beyond  Kingston.  Some  delay  did  for*' 
tunately  take  place,  owing  chiefly  to  counter- 
orders,  not  from  head-quarters;  and  a  council 
of  war,  sunimoned  at  Burlington  Heights,  came 
to  the  noble  resolution  of  not  moving  a  step 
to  the  rear,  in  the  present  conjuncture  of  affairs 
on  the  peninsula.  Fatal,  indeed,  would  have 
been  the  retreat.  .  There  was  still  a  consider- 
able number  of  sick^  both  at  jBurlington 
Heights  and  at  York ;  and,  considering  the 
season  of  the  year,  and  the  state  of  the  roads, 
the  whole  of  them  must  have  been  left  to  the 
protection  of  the  enemy,  ^'or,  for  the  same 
iwson,  could  the  ordnance,  ordimnce-stores, 
biaggage,  and  provisions,  have  followed  the 
army ;  and  yet  the  garrison  of  Kingston,  upon 
which  place  the  troops  vvere  directed  to  retire, 
had,  at  this  time,  scarcely  a  week's  provision  it> 

*  Historj  of  the  War,  p.  Ids. 


GREAT   BRITAIX    AND   AMBRICAi  O 

Store.  This  abandonment  of  territory  so  socm 
following  up  the  affair  at  the  Moravian  village, 
what  would  the  Indians  have  thought  of  us?""-^ 
In  shorty  it  will  not  bear  reflection. 

Towards  the  end  of  October^  among  othet 
sacrifices  caused  by  the  dread  of  general 
Harrison's  zeal  and  promptitude,  two  compdmti 
of  the  100th  regiment »  which  had  been  statioMd 
at  Charlotteville,  in  the  London  district  Of 
Upper  Canada,  were  ordered  to  evacuate  that 
post,  and  join  the  main  body  of  the  centre^ 
division  of  the  army  at  Burlington,,  distant  60 
miles.  Orders  were  at  the  same  time  issued,  to 
disembody  and  disarm  the  militia.  The  ojfiott 
ivho  had  this  duty  to  perform,  having  ascertained 
that  a  large  body  of  traitors  and  Americans  hftd 
been  plundering  the  houses  of  the  inhabitants^ 
ivbile  the  latter  were  .away  in  the  service  of  their 
country,  left  a  supply  of  arms  and  ammunition 
with  some  of  the  militia  officers  and  privates! 
These,  in  number  45,  immediately  formed  them^ 
selves  into  an  association;  andmarched,withlieiif^ 
tenant-icc^lonrel  Bostwick,  of  the  Oxford  militiej^ 
at  their  head,  against  the  marauders;  whoiA 
they  fortunately  fell  in  with  on  the  Lake  Eri^ 
shore,  about  nine  miles  from  Dover.  An  engi^ie^ 
mefit  ensued ;  in  which  several  of  the  gangweri 
killed  and  wounded,  and  18  taken  prisoners. 
These  18  were  afterwards  tried  at  Ancaster  #or 
high  treason;  and-alli  except  three,  convicted. 
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» 

Eight  of  the  15,  so  convicted, « underwent  the 
penalty  of  the  law.  The  remaining  seven  were 
respited,  to  await  the  prince  regent's  final  deci* 
sion;  and  have. since  been  transported.  How 
highly,,  and  yet  bow  justly,  this  well-planned 
mid  well-executed  enterprise  was  appreciated  by 
the. president  pf  Upper  Canada,  will  be  seen  in 
tj|6i;general  orders  which  he  caused  to  be  issued 
tipon  the  occasion.^ 

About  the  1st  of  November  general  Harrison 
arrived  at  Fort-George,  with  about  1700  of 
hift  troops ;  who,  agreeably  to  Mr.  Secretary 
Aro^strong's  orders^  were  immediately  quar- 
HpiA  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newark.  In  the 
oaiirse  of  November^  both  general  Harrison 
ind  colonel  Scott,  with  their  respective  corps, 
embarked  on  board  commodore  Chauncey's 
fleet  for  S^kett's  Harbor ;  leaving  general 
M'Clure,  with  his  2700  militia^  and  a  few 
i)Bgiil4r  troops,  in  charge  of  Fort-Geprge. 
(jif^iersil  M -Clure,  now  having  the  entire  com- 
mmid  .to  himself,  and  being  disappointed^ 
pfl^withstanding  all  the  intrigues  of  his  frienc) 
l^filCQcks,  in  his  endeavours  ^^  to  secure  the 
^l^ndship  apd  co-operation  of  the  inhabit^ts,^^ 
b^iui  sending,  the  most  obstinate  of  the  latter 
i^rf^  to  the  American  side^  find  then  set  about 
p^l^ging  and  destroying  the  farm-house^  and 
bt^^s  iu  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort-George. 

*  App.No..l^ 
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'  These  atrocities  were  represented  to  major* 
general  Vincent,  and  he  was  strongly  urged,  to 
allow  a  small  regular  and  Indian  force  to  he 
marched  ^^inst  general  M'Clure.  Colonel 
Murray  finally  gained  his  point ;  and,  taking 
with  him  379  rank  and  file  of  the  100th  regiU 
ment,  about  20  volunteers,  and  70  of  the  westem 
Indians^  led  by  colonel  Elliot,  moved  forward  on 

• 

the  road  towards  the  Forty-mile  Creek ;  beyond 
which  point  he  had  been  ordered  not  to  proceed. 
The  advance  of  this  small  detachment  soon 
reached  the  ears  of  general  M^Clure,  who  had 
taken  post  at  the  Twenty-mile  Creek,  and  wlio 
now  retreated,  in  haste,  to  a  position  somewhat; 
nearer  to  Fort-George.  Colonel  Murray  obtaiaid 
fcesh  permission  to  extend  his  march  to  the 
Twenty-mile  Creek,  and  subsequently  to  the 
Twelve- mile  Creek.  These  movements  had 
driven  the  American  general  and  his  men  to 
Fort-George ;  and  then  commenced  a  scene  of 
devastation  and  horror,  of  which  no  adequate 
idea  can  be  formed,  except  by  such  as  had  the 
misery  to  be  spectators.  How^  then,  shalL  w« 
hope  to  succeed  in  describing  it  ?  ^ 

The  winter  of  1813,  according  to  general 
Wilkinson,  set  in  earlier  than-usual.  Lamfoer^ 
in  his  account  of  the  climate  of  Lower  Canada; 
says  that  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  is  sometimes 
36  degrees  below  0,  and  that  the  mean  of  the 
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cold  in  winter  is  about  0.*  The  climate  of 
TJpper^  is  certainly  not  quite  so  rigorous  as  that 
of  Lower  Canada ;  but  yet  the  mildest  winter  of 
itba.former,  bears  no  comparison  whatev^r-to  the 
jMrrerest  winter  of  this  country.  For  several  days 
•pieyious  to  the  10th  of  December,  the  u^eatber 
in  Upper  Canada  had  been .  unusually  severe^ 
ittfdadeep  snow  lay  on  the  ground.  Towards 
jnght-fall  on  that  day^  general  M^Clure  gave 
.About  half  an  hour's  notice  to  the  inhabitants  of 
/Newark^  that  he  should  burn  down  their  village. 
IFeivcof  the  poor  people  believed  that  the  wretch 
(mm  in  earnest.  Soon,  however,  came  round  the 
miroiless  firemen.  Out  of  the  150  houses  of 
Miich  Newark  had  consisted,  149  were  levelled 
ftd-tbe  dust  1  Such  articles  of  furniture  and  other 
isiiuables  as  the  incendiaries  could  not,  and  the 
inhabitants  had  neglected  or  been  unable  to, 
carcy  away,  shared  the  general  fate.  Of  counsellor 
Dickson's, library,  which  had  cost  him  betvpeen 
^jud  600/.  sterling,  scarcely  a  book  escaped  the 
ravages  of  the  devouring  element.  Mr.  Dickwn 
nvai^.at  this  time,  a  prisoner  in  (he  eneiny's 
territory ;  and. his  wife,  lay  on  a  sick  bed..  The 
fffiilains—rhow  shall  we  proceed  .^^-f^tpok  up  the 
||#or  lady,  bed  and  all,  imd  placed  her  upon 
Huft-snow  before  her  own.doqr ;  where,  shivering 
with,  cold,  she  Jtui^id,  if  she  could  see  at  .^11^ 

-♦  iMriMpri^  Tsavdsj^  VqI.  h  p.  107<u 
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her  house  and  all  that  was  in  it  consumed  to 
ashes.  Upwards  of  400  helpless  women  and 
children,  without ,  prpyisions,  and  .  in  some 
instances  with  scarcely  cloaths  upon  their.btplKit 
were  thus  compelled,  after  being  the  mournfifl 
spectators  of  the  destruction,  of  their  habitationsi 
to  seek  shelter  at  a  distance ;  and  that  in  smQli 
a  night,  too! — The  reader's  imagination  niMl 
supply  the  rest.  .        vf 

in  what  ^  way.  will  the  American  hisjtoriaii,  of 
will  he  at  all,  describe  the  conflagration » of 
Newark  ?  Not  one  word  about  it  appears  in 
doctor  Smithes  book.  Mr.  Thomson  says  briefly  s 
^'General  M^Clure  determined  on  destro^^ii^J 
the  town  of  Newark."*  It  is  Mr.  O'Connihr 
whom  we  have  to  thank,  for  being  explicit  upmt 
this  point.  ''Asa  ineasure  deemed  nepessaiy. 
to  the  safety  of  the  troops,  th^  to w.n  of .  Newarlii 
was  burned.  '  This  act,^  said  general  iVrClum 
(proceeds  Mr.  O'Connor)  '  however  .distressing 
to  the  inhabitant^. and  my  feelings,  was  bj^  order 
of  tlie  secretary  of  war ^  and  I  believe,  at  tke 
same  time,  proper.'.  The  inhabitants^.  (contiiiAMi 
Mr..  O'Connor,)  had  13  ho^rs^notice  to  reomirtf 
tbeir  effects,  and  such  as  chose  to  cross  tb^  xvftt 
w^e  provided  with  all  the  necessad^  of  Ufe/'fr 
.  With  thp  knowledge  that  Mr.;  S^re^tary  .Arm*? 
strong  Jiafiirec^ntlybc^fi  in  the  n^ighbourihoiHl 
of,  if  not  at  .Eort-^George^  we  can  readily  sap:*^ 

*  S  ketches  of  the  War^  p.'  1$$.    .    f  Hist*  of  jtbs  War,  p.  1 58. 
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pose  general  M^Clure  acted,  as  he  i^ays^  by  the 
former's  orders.    This  confers  additional  atro- 
nity  upon  the  olfFence ;  but^  on  that  head,  we 
shall  forbear  comments,     **  Distressing  to  m  j 
feelings:'^ — was  not  some  such  language  used 
byeaptain  David  Porter,  of  the  American  navy, 
ftfiter  he  and  his  crew  had  been  massacring  the 
iMtives  of  the  small  island  of  Nooaheevah,  which 
he  had  unfortunately  visited  during  his  cele- 
brated  cruize    to    the   Pacific?^     As    to    the 
*•  twelve  hours'  notice,''  the  liberty  to  **  cross 
the  river,"  and  the  promise  that  the  poor  people 
should  be  '^  provided  with  all  the  necessaries  of 
life,**  we  give  Mr.  O'Connor  himself  credit  for 
the    whole;  and  can    only   attribute   his   not 
htting  come  forward  with  a  better  excuse,  to  a 
Mdden  qualm  of  conscience,  or  perhaps  to  a 
iBdnfientary  torpor  in  those  inventive  faculties, 
dtf  most  other  occasions  so  serviceable  to  him. 
.    I^he  nearer  colonel  Murray  approached  to  the 
aeigbourhood  of  Fort-George,  the  louder  were 
thie  complaints  of  the  people  against  the  *^  law- 
l0gs  banditti"  by  whom  they  had  been  oppressed. 
That  active  officer  immediately  wrote  to  general 
Vincent ;  and,  anticipating  the  answer  he  should 
Kceive,  dashed  forward  to  Fort-George.     Gene- 
rii  M^Clure%  scouts  gave^  him  timely  intelli- 
g^iice  of  the  approach  of  the  British  ;  and  the 
cowardly  wretch,  with  the  whole  of  his  minions, 

•    .    *  Quart.  Review,  Vol.  XIII.  p.  3<;4<— 9. 
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abandoned  Fort  George,  and  fled  across  the 
river.  Not  the  slightest  opposition  did  he  make ; 
although  the  fortifications  had  been  so  much 
strengthened,  since  the  capture  of  the  fort  in  the 
preceding  May,  that  the  American  commander^ 
with  €m\y  half  the  force  he  possessed,  might 
have  maintained  a  regular  siege.  He  was  in  too 
much  haste  to  destroy  the  whole  of  his  magazines, 
or  even  to  remove  his  tents ;  of  which  a  sufficiency 
for  1500  men  were  left  standing.  Colonel  Mun4^, 
in  his  first  letter,  states  that  general  M^CIure  had 
passed  over  his  cannon,  as  Well  as  stores.*  But, 
in  a  second  letter,  he  mentions  that  one  18^  four 

a  d 

12,  and  several  9* pounders,  together  with  a  large 
supply  of  shot,  were  found  in  the  ditch.  Even 
the  destruction  of  the  new  barracks^  which  w» 
had  recently  erected  on  the  Niagara^  was  not 
deefned,  by  Mr.  Armstrong  and  general  M'Cluref^ 
so  ^^  necessary  in  the  military  operations  there/* 
as  Mr.  Munro  has  since  declared  the  burning 
of  Newark  to  have  been:  consequently,  tlie 
former  were  allowed  to  remain  untouched.  The 
indignant  feelings  of  the  soldiers^  as  they  beheld 
the  sRioking  ruins  of  what  was  once,  as  acknow- 
ledged by  all,  a  beautiful  and  flourishing  village, 
would  ha^e  burst  with  a  heavy  vengeance  upon 
the  headsof  the  American  general  and  his  troopsf, 
had  they  not  followed  up  their  atrocious  conduct 
by  a  ^precipitate  flight. 

*  ii(pp.  No.  II. 
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•  "Mr.  O^Connor  informs  us  that  "  a  councrl  of 
;war/^  that  fatal  damper  of  American  military 
j^rdor,  decided  that  Fort-Q^orge  '^  was  not 
tenable.''  Of  the  guns,  or  the  fortifications,  he 
.says  nothing.  Mr.  Thomson  concurs  in  opinion 
ih^t  the  post  was  ^^  untenable  ;^^  and  gives  isLs  a 
«re9i^n,  that  the  British  force  outside  consisted 
of;:  1500  regulars,  and  at  least  700  Indians  ;^^ 
caUs  general  M 'CI ure's  troops  "  the  remnant  of 
Hit  army ;''  and  then  informs  us^  that  the  Ameri- 
can general  ^^  determined  on  destroying  the 
batteries  ;'*  ^  leaving  to  doctor  Smith  to  advance 
the  |iext  step ;  who,  as  if  to  confirm  his  pre- 
decessor's discernment,  says  roundly :  ^^  Fort- 
George  was  soon  afterwards  abandoned,  and 
blpmi  up^  by  gemeral  MClure.^'f 

::  .  jEarly  in  November  lieutenant-general  Drum- 
^mond  and  major-general  Rial  had  arrived  from 
'Eiigland ;  th^  former  to. relieve  major-general 
De  Rottenburg,  in  the  military  command  and 
presidency  of  the  upper  province.  These  offi- 
ce had  been  detained  below,  to  see  the  end  of 
general  Wilkinson's  expedition.  That  business 
<DQPcl(ided,  they  moyed  on  to  Kingston  and 
York;  at  which  latter  place  general  Drummond 
was  sworn  into  office;  and  theuj  along  with 
msyor-general  Rial,  hastened  to  joia  the  centre 
division  of  the  army.  Both  generals  arrived  at 
St.  David's,    major-general  iViacentV   present 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  isa.     +  ♦History  of  the  War,  p.  265. 
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head-quarterS;  soon  after  the  capture  of  Fort*: 
George ;  and  at  a  time  when  colonel  Murray^s 
pronipt  and  decisive  measures  had  given  a  ntsw 
aspect  to  affairs. 

•  This  officer  contemplated  a  retaliatory  attack, 
upon  the  opposite  lines;  to  which  plan  general 
Drnmmond  yielded,  not  only  his  approbation, 
but;  rightly  j udging  that  the  delay  of  waiting 
for  perpnission  from  the  commander-in-chief^ 
then  at  .Quebec,^  might  rescdver  the  enemy  from 
his  panic,  and  thus  defeat  the  object,— *his  imme* 
diate  sanc^tion.  No  more  than  two  batteaux 
were  on  the  Niagara  shore^  the  remainder  were 
in  Burlington  Bay.  Captain  Kerby^  an  active 
militia-officer,  under  the  orders  of  captain 
Elliott,  the  deputy  assistant-quarter-master-ge- 
neral^  contrived,  notwithstanding  the  incle* 
mency  .of  the  weather,  and  the  badness  of  the 
roads^  to  effect  the  carriage^  by  land,  of  a  suffi- 
ciency of  batteaux  for  the  enterprise. 

Every  thing  being  prepared  by  the  evening 
of  the  18th;  the  troops  destined  for  the  assault^ 
consisting  of  a  small  detachment  of  royal  artil- 
lery, the  grenadiers  of  the  royal  Scots,  the  flank 
^ompani^s  of  the  41st|,  and  the  effective  men  of 
the.lOOth  regiment,  amounting,  altogether,  to: 
fewer  th^n  550  rank  and  file,  and  commanded  by 
colonel  Murray,  .crossed  the  river  on  that  night, 
and,  landed  at  the  Five-mile  Meadows;  about 

♦.  Distant  530  mUd. 
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thr«e  miles  above  Fort-^Niagara.  At  about  ifour 
o^clpck  the  troops  coinmenced  their  tnarch ;  and 
tfafe  advance,  consisting  of  the  grenadiers  of  the 
lOOth  regiment,  and  a  small  party  of  the  royal 
artillery,  succeeded  in  cutting  off  two  of  the 
toemy^s  piquets ;  as  well  as  in  surprising  the  sen*> 
tiries  on  the  glacis,  and  at  the  gate,  by  which 
meaus  the  watch -word  was  obtained,  and  the 
entrance  into  the  fort  greatly  facilitated.  While 
tibree  companies  of  the  100th,  under  captain 
Martin,  stormed  the  eastern  demi-bastion,  five 
con^anies  of  the  same  regiment^  under  colonel 
Murray  in  person,  assisted  by  lieutenant-colonel 
Hamilton  of  the  lOOth,  entered  the  fort  by  the 
majin  gate,  which  had  been  left  open  for  the 
return  of  the  guard  from  relieving  sentries.  The 
AiUerican  main  guard  now  rushed  out  of  the 
sottth*east  block-house^  and  fired  a  volley  or 
two ;  and  some  musketry  was  fired  from  another 
stone  building  within  the  fort ;  but  the  bayonet 
overpowered  all  resistance,  and  the  British  union, 
iQ  a  few  seconds  more,  waived  triumphantly 
upon  the  stone-tower  of  Fort-Niagara. 
■■■  The  number  of  prisoners  taken,  including 
iwo  officers  and  12  rank  and  file  woundedy 
amounted  to  one  captain,  nine  lieutenants,  two 
ensigns,  one  surgeon,  one  commissary,  12  Ser- 
jeants, and  318  rank  and  file.  Add  to  thii» 
number  65  in  killed,  *  and  '^  about  30  that 
effected  their  escape,'^  and  we  have  429  for  the 

♦  Appendix,  No.  3. 
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garrison  of  Fort-Niagara.  Upon  the  different 
defences  were  mounted  no  fewer  than  27  pieces 
of  ordnan4;iB ;  and,  among  them,  some  32-pound 
carronades.  The  arsenal  contained  upwards  of 
dOOO  stands  of  arms,  and  many  rifles.  The 
ordnance  and  commissariat  stores  were  im- 
mense; and  so  was  the  quantity  of  army- 
clothing  and  camp-equipage.  A  portion  of  the 
articles  consisted, .  no  doubt,  of  such  as' general 
M^Clure,  in  his  flight,  had  brought  across  from 
Fort-George.  Had  the  garrison  afforded  an  oppor«* 
tunity  for  a  greater  display  of  gallantry  on  the 
part  of  the  assailants,  the  capture  of  Fort-Niagara> 
a  post  by  far  the  strongest  of  any  on  the  inland 
frontiers,  would  have  been  a  still  more  bril-^ 
lian t  achievement :  it  was  no  slight  consolation, 
however,  that  we  managed  the  business  with  the 
trifling  loss  of  six  men  killed^  and  five  wounded; 
including  the  gallant  projector  and  commander 
of  the  enterprize,  colonel  Murray,  severely  in 
the  wrist.  Nor  is  it  without  feelings  of  exulta- 
tion, that  we  compare  the  number  of  British  sent 
against  Fort-Niagaraj  with  the  number  of  Ame*. 
ricans,— KJovered  too  by  the  fire  from  a  fleet  of 
ships,  and  from  that  same  fort, — sent  agaiiist 
Fort-George,*  so  much  its  inferior  in  point  of 
strength  and  armament. 

The  deputy  incendiary  M'Clure,  with  well- 
grounded  apprehension  of  British  vengeanCiB, 
had,  since  the  very  day  of  his  crossing  from  Fort* 

♦  SecVol.  I.  p.  IW. 
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George,ordered  the  cooimandant  of  Fort-Niagara 
to  prepafe  to  defend  the  post,  and  be  ready  with 
<«  a  proportion  of  hand-grenades  in  the  different 
Mock-houses/'*  He  did  not  consider  the  dis* 
aster  as  ^'  attributable  to  any  want  of  troops> 
but  to  gross  neglect  in  the  commanding  officer 
of  the  fort^  captain  Leonard^  in  not  preparing,- 
being  ready,  and  looking  ont  for,  the  expected 
attack/^  f  General  M'Clure  describes  the 
British  that  captured  Fort-Niagara,  as  of  ^^  great 
force,"  and  as  consisting  of  regulars  and  '^  In- 
dians.;^' although  not  an  Indian  was  at  the  attack ; 
for  even  the  **  Indian  chief,^*  Norton,  who 
was  present,  is  a  Scotchman.  The  official  letter 
then  states  that,  on  entering  the  fort,  we 
*f  commenced  a  most  horrid  slaughter/'  This 
is.;  utterly  false,  as  respects  the  implication 
intended.  The  piquets  and  sentries,  as  in  all 
cases  of  assault  or  surprise,  were  bayonetted ; 
and  so  were  those  within  the  fort  who  Aiade  any 
r^esistance.  The  fort  was  entered  in  darkness, 
^nd  a'formidable  opposition  expected ;  particu- 
larly as  general  M^Clure  had  himself  been 
boasting,  that  the  block-houses  and  defences 
within-side,  aided  by  the  32-poundier.and  other 
jt^rrpriades,  which  were  iso  mounted  as,  if  neces- 
sary,  to  be  fired  inwards,  would  enable  a  small 
g^trisoil  to  drive  out  or  destroy  1500  British.  No 
mil^k^t  whatever  ^^-as  discharged  by  the  latter ; 
AQn  ftt>m  the  tnoment  that  the  soldiers  coiildVbe 
*  App.  ]>f o.  5. .  :        :    .  +;IMd,  No.  4. 
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certain   of  all  resistance  having  ceased,  was  a 
single  bajonet  employed. 

Mr.  O'Connor  describes  the  assaulting  party 
as^^  regulars,  militia,  arid  Indians,  to  the  num- 
ber, by  the  most  probable  account,  of  1500  men,'* 
wta,  he. says,, entered  the  fort  while  the  men 
were  nearly  all  asleep  ^^  killing,  without  mercy 
or  discrimination,  those  who  came  in  their  way.''* 
Doctor  Smith:  considers  the  capture  of  Fort- 
Niagara,  to  be  a  sore  subject ;  therefore  merely 
statQs  that,  in  !the  month  of  January^  it  ^^  was 
surprised  and  captured.'^  Mr.  Thomson  begins 
liis  account  by  stating,  that  the  fort  was 
''  garrisoned  by:  324  sick  and  effective  men" ; 
although  we  took,  as  prisoners,  20  more  than 
that  Dumber,  exclusive  o^  those  that  had  escaped 
aadbeen  killed.  -  He  proceeds :  **  At  4  o'clock 
on  the  jnorning  of  the  10th,  the  enemy,  400  in 
number,  crossed  the  Niagara,  under  colonel 
Murray,  and  approached  the  principal  gate 
which  was  then  open.^' — We  find  no  *^  Errata*^ 
referred  to  in  Mr.  Thomson's  book/ but  must 
consider  that  the  printer  has  made  "  400"  of 
what  was  intended  for  "  1400."~This  editor; 
caught  by  the  word  •*  Indians"  in  the  official 
letter,  then  says:  *'  Accompanied  by  his  Indian 
warriors,  he  rushed  furiously  in  upon  the 
garrison.  '^  ^'  On  entering  the  garrison, " 
continues    Mr.   Thomson,    '*  colonel    Murray 

♦  History  of  the  War,  p.  159.    . 
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veceiVed  a  wound  in  the  arm ;  after  wbkh  he 
yielded  the  command  to  colonel  Hamilton^—* 
under  whose  superintendance^  the  women  of  the 
garrison  were  stripped  of  their  clothings  and 
IQany  of  them  killed,  and  the  persons  of  the 
dead  officers  treated  with  shocking  indignitj/^* 
*-«-Never  was  so  base  a  falsehood !  But  who,  out 
of  the  United  States,  will  believe  this  petti- 
fogging scribbler's  story?  and  as  to  those  in 
the  United  States  who  may  do  so,  they  are  too 
insignificant,  we  are  sure,  to  give  the  gallant 
eolonel  the  slightest  uneasiness. 

Among  the  valuables  fonnd  in  Fort-Niagara, 
were  eight  respectable  Canadian  inhabitants; 
who,  in  direct  violation  of  civilized  warfare^  had 
been  taken  from  their  peaceful  dwellings  to  be 
immured  within  the  walls  of  a  prison.  That  no 
doubt  may  remain  of  the  fact,  we  here  present 
t)ie  reader  with  the  names  of  six  out  of  the  eight 
individuals,  who  were  thus  so  happily  released 
from  bondage.  The  names  are :  Thomas  Dickon, 
Samuel  Street,  and  J.  M,  Cawdle,  esquires ; 
Messrs.  John  Tompson,  John  Macfarlane,  and 
Peter  M'Micking  ;  the  latter  80  years  of  age. 

On  the  same  morning  on  which  Fort-Niagara 
was  carried,  major-general  Rial,  taking  with 
him  detachments  from  the  royal  Scots  and  41st 
regiments^  amounting  to  about  500  rank  and 
file,   crossed  over  to  Lewistown.      About  500 
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Fndianf  #arrioi^  liad  preceded  this  force,  and 
had  a  skirmish'  with,  and  cdnipleteij  routed,  a 
detachment  of  American  militia,  under  a  major 
Bennett;  iii  which'  affair  the  latter  lost  eight 
men  killed.  No  sooner  had  the  Americans  aban- 
doned Lewistown,  thali  the  Indians  commehcedf 
setting  fire  to  it.  Major-generiatl  Rial,  i^frd* 
found  ri6  enemy  (o  contend  with,  took  possession 
of  a  12  and  6*pound^r  gun,  with  travellirig 
carriages,  and  every  thing  cottopTefe;  also  a 
considerable  qilantity  of  small' arms,  some  ammu- 
nition, nine  barrels  6f  p6wder,  arid  about  ^00 
barrels  of  flour,  'f  he  small  villages  of  Youngs*, 
town^  iVta'nchester,  and  the  Indian  Tuscarora, 
afs  Sooti  ds  the  inhabitants  had  deserted  thiem, 
sbai'ed  the  fati^  of  Lewistown. 

Inhere  is  ho  dbUbt  that  the  Indians  committed 
ihatty  enbf  dfiities  ;  but  who  cOiild  have  told  Mr. 
lft*Cliure, — himself  the  origin  of  all  that  hap- 
pened,-^that  tbe  savages  were  '*  headed  by 
Bntisfa  officers  paittted/'  ?  Mr.  O'Connor  is  the 
only  one  of  our  three  editors  who  has  repeated 
thi&  story.  Maj6r-general  Rial  and  his  tro6ps 
pstefiedon  to  Fort-Schlosser;*  which  place  they 
destroyed  :  they  then  proceeded  as  far  as  Tone- 
it^anto  Creek,*  which  is  vrithin  10  miles  of 
Ba:fel6e ;  but^  finding  the  bridge  broken,  re- 
tanked^  and  crossed  over  to  Queenstown. 

The  exposed  state  of  the  American  Niaga'ra- 

♦  See  PlatiB  I. 
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frontier  began  to  excite  serious  alarm ;  an^ 
general  M'Clure,  too  dastardly  to  meet  in  the 
field  the  avengers  of  the  conflagration  of  Newark, 
had  requested  major-general  Hall  to  take  the 
command  of  the  regulars  and  militia,  then 
assembling  from  all  parts^  to  repel  any  further 
encroachments.  On  the  morning  of  the  23d 
the  major-general  fixed  his  head-quarters  at 
Batavia,  a  village  about  40  miles  from  Bnfialoe* 
On  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  find  him  at 
Bufialoe^  reviewing  his  troops ;  which  then 
^mounted  to  2011  men,  but  were  afterwards,  it 
appears,  considerably  reduced  by  desertion.  * 

On  the  28th  lieutenant-general  Drummond 
took  up  his  head-quarters  at  Chippeway ;  and, 
oti  the  next  day,  within  two  miles  of  Fort« 
Erie.  Having  reconnoitred  the  enemy's  po- 
sition at  Black  Rock^  the  lieutenant-general, 
determined  to  attack  him.  Accordingly,  on 
the  night  of  the  30th,  major-general  Rial, 
having  under  his  command  four  companies  of 
the  8th,  2.50  men  of  the  4ist,  the  light  company 
of  the  89th,  and  the  grenadiers  of  the  lOOtk, 
regiments^  numbering,  with  50  volunteer-militia, 
aboiit  590  rank  and  file,  also  a  body  of  Indian 
warriors,  not  exceeding  120,  crossed  the  Niagara^ 
and  landed,  without  opposition,  about  two  miles 
Tjelow  Black  Rock.  The  light-company  of  the 
89th  advanced  alon^  the  road,  and  secured  an 

♦  Ilist  of  the  War,  p.  161. 
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American  piquet^  as  well  as  the  bridge  over  the 
Conjuichitj,*  or  Schojeoquady,f  the  boards 
of  which  had  already  been  loosened,  preparatory 
to  their  removal.  The  250  men  of  the  41st,  and 
the  grenadiers  of  the  100th,  were  joined  to  the 
light-company  of  the  89th  ;  and  the  whole, 
amounting  to  about  400  rank  and  file,  in  order 
to  secure  the  passage  of  the  bridge,  took  up  a 
position,  a  short  distance  beyond  it,  at  a  place 
called  the  Sailor's  battery.  In  the  course  of  the 
night  several  attempts  were  made  by  general 
Halls  militia  to  dislodge  the  British  from  iheir 
position  ;  but,  ^^  owing  to  the  darkness  of  the 
night,  and  the  confusion  into  which  the  militia 
were  thrown  by  the  enemy's  fire,''*  every 
attempt  failed. 

At  day -dawn  on  the  31st,  the  royal  Scots, 
about  800  strong,  along  with  a  detachment  of 
the  19th  dragoons,  the  whole  commanded  by" 
lieutenant-colonel  Gordon,  of  the  royals,  crossed 
over  to  land  above  Black  Rock,  for  the  purpose 
of  turning  the  enemy's  ]iosition,  while  major- 
general  Rial's  force  should  attack  him  from 
below.  Unfortunately,  owing  to  some  error  in 
the  pilots,  several  of  the  boats  grounded ;  and 
became,  in  consequence,  exposed  to  a  heavy  and 
destructive  fire  from  one  6,  one  24,  and  two 
12-pounders,  at  the  Black  Rock  battery,  and 
from  about  600  men;]:  drawn  up  on  the  beach^ 
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Ranked  by  a  number  of  Ipdiaqs.  The  gallant 
royals,  thus  fitting  in  their  grounded  bo^ts,  to 
h§  shot  at  like  targets,  lost  13  rank  and  Gle, 
killed^  and  three  Serjeants,  and  20  rank  and  file 
wounded.  jFortunately,  a  few  well-directed 
Bhots  frpip  five  field-pieces  stationed  on  the 
pjiposite  shore,  and  the  near  s^pproach  of  major* 
general  Rial's  fqrce  upon  the  enemy's  right, 
caused  a  favorable  diversion* 

By  this  time  a  considerable  force  of  militia^ 
certainly  iipt  fewer  than  1500,  l|ad  assembled  in 
the  town ;  but,  after  a  short  resistance,  the 
*  Americans  abandoned  Black  Rp.ck  and  its  bat* 
teries^  and  (led  towards  Buifaloe^  about  2^  mil^s 
distant.  To  this  town  they  w^re  followed,  in 
close  pursuit ;  and,  although  protected  by  a 
field-piece  posted  on  a  height  that  commanded 
the  road,  made  but  a  slight  resi^t;^pce,  ere  ii^ey 
fled  in  all  directions  to  the  neighbouring  woo^s, 

Th^  BritUh  captyred  at  these  twp  ppsts  eight 
pieces  ofordpance,  including  a  24  and  IS-poun-^ 
df  rt  For  want  of  adequate  means  of  conveyance 
the  public  stores^ CO  Existing  of  considerable  quan-^ 
tities  of  clothinjg^  spirits,  and  flour,  were  obliged 
to  be  destroyed^  Ail  the  inhabitants  having  left 
!Plack  Rock  and  Bufialoe,  the  two  villages  shared 
the  fate  of  Newark.  The  United  States'  \  essels 
Chippeway,  Little  Belt,  and  Trippe,  were  found 
agrouQd  near  BufTaloe  Creek ;  and,  along  with 
their  jitores,  were  also  co;nmitted  to  the  flames. 
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Tbifl  fact  is  ncmecAj  notked  by  the  Americail 
editurs ;  althougb  the  smallest  of  these  thret 
vessels,  when  captured  from  us  a  short  time 
preyi^ua,*  waS|  with  the  utmost  gravity,  styled^ 
-^^^  HiSr  BritauDic  ma^jerty's  scUooner  Chipper 
way/^t  Tha  Britiili  lotf^s  on  this  occasion^ 
ittdiuding  that  of  the  royal  Scots  already  given^ 
amounted  to  91  killed,  72  wounded,  and  nina 
misi^iiig.  The  American  loss  does  not  appear  i 
eiicept  where  general  Hall  states^  that  '^  many 
valuables  were  lost. ;{:  Owing  to  the  nimblenesa 
of  the  American  militia,  and  the  contiguity  of 
the  woodS)  only  130  prisoners  were  made; 
among  whom  was  the  notorious  colonel,  or  doctot 
Cbapin«  Major^rgeneral  Hall  himself,  with 
aearly  300  pf  the  most  pursy  of  his  soldiers^ 
brought  up  at  the  Eleven-mile  Creek^  about 
three  miles  from  BuiTaloe. 

The  nine  misnug  of  our  troops  were  some 
careless  £elloirs,who  bad  strayed  to  the  margin 
of  the  village,  and  were  captured  on  the  1st  of 
January,  by  an  American  scouting  party,  headed 
by  a  captain  Stone.  Two  officers  of  this  de-^ 
tac^nient  were  surprised*  while  on  horseback, 
by.a  patrole  of  the  10th  light  dragoons,  and  one^ 
^^  lieutepant  Totman,  of  the  Canadian  volun* 
tecKs/*  was  shot.     Mr.  Thomson  declars^  that 

*  Jameses  Naval  Occur reneeii,  p.  286. 

i  Nav.  Hist,  of  ihe  United  S^tes^  Vol.  II.  p.  242. 

J  App*  No.  7. 
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lieutenants  •  Riddle  and  Totman  ^^  would  have 
given  themselves  up,  but  for  the  treatment 
which  other  prisoners  on  the  Niagara  bad  re- 
cently recei ved/* *  TheseAmerioan  editers  are 
never -at  a  loss.  The  fact  is,  Mr.  Totman  was 
like  his  friend  Mr.  Wilcocks^an  Irishman,  and 
an  inhabitant  %(  Upper  Canada,  Where  he  h^ 
resided  manj  years.  With  a  baiter-  thus  before 
his  eyes,  he  had  a  much  more  powerful  induce- 
ment than  is  alleged  by  Mr.  ThomsonV  for  not 
delivering  himself  up  tothe  British. 
i  Mr.  Thomson  is  very  loud  in  his*  domplatnts 
against  the  ^'  timid  militia/^  assembled  at  Buf- 
£doe  and  Black  Rock.  Nor  is  he  so  without 
reason  ;  for^  in  proof  of 'the  ;numei'ous  popula- 
tion in  and  around  those  villagesy  we  find  it 
stated  by  a  writer  from  Batavia,  under  date  of 
December  the  23d,  that  5000  men  could  be 
^Msembled  in  24  hours:  nay,  Mr.  O'Connor  him- 
self fixes  the  number  of  sufferers,  by  the  confla- 
gration^ alone,  at  ^'  12000  persons.^'f  Nor  does 
this  number  include  such  as  resided  even  a  short 
distance  beyond  the  narrow  dip  of  land,  which 
was  the  scene  of  the  British  incursion.  It  was 
not  a  week  after  the  pusillanimous  behaviour 
of  the  American  militia  upon  this  frontier,  that 
Mr.  Wright,  member  of  congress  for  Maryland, 
ill  a  speech  which  was  to  prove,  that  the  army  of 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  19^. 
t  llbt.  of  the  War,  p.  164,      ' 
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tii«  United  States  bad  ^'  been  marrellously  siie-' 
cessfiil)''  said  tbus:  ^^  There  was  no  evidence 
q^ainst  the  courage  or  conduct  of  our  army'j 
which  had  displayed,,  not  Roman  but  American 
Talor:  so  conspicuous,  indeed,  had  been  the 
courage  displayed,  by  both  cor  army  and  navy; 
that  he  hoped  whoever  should  hereafter  speak  of 
Roman  valor,  wi  this  iloor^  would  be  considered 
is  f)>eakiiig  4WF  the  seoond  degree,  and  not  Of  th<^ 
first.''*.  As'fiir  as  any  thing  appears  on  tlie 
minutes  of  this  day^s  debates,  Mr.  Wright's 
language  caused  no  unusual  sensation  in  the 
house.  -         *        .       .i . .  '^ 

'  After  the  American  Niagara  frontier  had  thil^ 
sufiered  a  just' retribution  for 'the  conduct  of 
the  American  governitieiit' klong  the  iiihores  of 
Upper  Canada,  the  British  ^tro<^,''uttdermajori 
general  Rial,-  evacuated  the  whole' of  the^tefrr*^ 
tory  of  the  United  States,  except  FortiNiagaraj 
at' which^ia  ;•  small  garrisou  Was  stationed ;  ahid 
the  centre^division  of  the  army  of  Upper  Ganadaj 
cowiisting  now  of  about  :350D  rank  and  file^ 
retired  into  peaceable  wittter<>quarters  at  Fort*-' 
Niagara,  St*;  David's,  Burlington  Heights,  and 
York.  Mr^  O'Connor,  after  declaring  that  our 
proceedings  had  been  marked  ^^  with  the  fefo- 
city  of  the  tiger,  and  the  all«desolating  ruin  of 
the  locust/'  adds :  *'  On  the  4th  of  January  the 
robbers  retired  into  their  own  woods ;  not  daring 
#  Froteediogs  ofOongrets^  January  6,  lSi4. 


tQ  wait  th^ck^9i^^em^ntthwti^v%B  i>repariDg  tut 
tb^m^.''  H^  mtiU  fmnishesr  w  with  a  plcM  of 
lu^ul  m£orm^ti9tt.  •  '^  The  enemy /^  says  kc» 
**  M^ing  declnred  tliearioan^uet  on  the  Niagam 
frdptier  to  hare  been  oommitted  in  retaliatioo 
for  excesses  Mtd  to  hav«  been  committed  by  tk» 
American  armiea  in  Cimada,  the.  censure,  or 
rattnir:  indignation^  of  the  suffering  inhabitant 
w$»  I  turned  against  getieral  M  f Clure,  who  had 
tjh^  command.  The  gnneial,  preTious  to  retinn^ 
£rMA  •  command,  pubBshed  an  address  to  tba 
publid,  in  justification  of  his  owm  conduct,  in 
which  he  seems  to  have  been  pretty  successful."* 
Hi^^Cf^  4i4  vot,  at  all  events,  reach  to  the 
seP^rity  l^*hi|^  .pemon. ; .  for  he  .was,  .compelled^ 
ffir  a  long-while,,  to . im^e  a  atrong. guard  of 
regular  tmops  stetioned; before  his^dooiv  in  order 
to  reytMin  the^  justly  lenraged  population  from 
tmating  him  a^  ^  deserved.  ^ 

:  in  the  harbor  at  £ne,f  distant  91  milea  firoas 
PaoSaloe,  wefe^  lying,  the  ships^  brigs,  mid  larger 
^hooners  of  .the  American  fleet ;  aoff  could  they 
seek  jsa&ty  upon  the  lake,  dri  accomit  of  the  ice 
thaA  surrounded  them.  The  Americans,  having 
good  reason  to  fear  an  attack  upon,  had,  by 
collecting  troops  and  cutting  away  the  ice  from 
thaside^  of  the  veswls,  made  every  arrangement 
Ibr*.  the  eeourityio^  this  kliportant  depot.  After 
^bo  .^competency  of  the  American  miKtia  to 

*  JBUsiory  of  Oie  War,  p.  i64r  f  Sm  p.  49; 


(ipfcji^  ,tJiQ  jfo^f  ha4,  JI^Qfvijyer,  beep  90  wpU 
proyed^  ijFj^  prf^m^  it  lysis  the  ^npwa  uobe^pr** 
f^ble  i^t^t^  of  tl^fi  ice^  and  npt  j^j  specif)  pirflen; 
ffQjai  Qupl^ec,  t))M  restraipad  nuooj>g<)n^r^ 
]^a)  irqw  altftl^pti^g  to  cjarry  iwto  (effi^P*  «t> 
4e;^l)k  an  pbjiept* 

Havipg  i^o>v  jdrougj^t  .tQ  a  clpuse  the  cpippajgn 
of  1813)  j^igainst  the  j^ri^ish  piroyince^ ;  we  wijl 
jboriro^  s^^l  Amerkiafi  editor^  ^ efnark^  upQp  tbe 
Wl^ect.  *'  Thpygh/'  ^f  s  ftjf .  Thomfoni  "  the 
4niericai]i  ^rim  ha4  ^tjli^iiifd  a  high  degree  of 
i:eputatip9^  HO  one  i^vamts)g€^:W9s,ol|t9ined»  to 
ato^e  for  the  hlood  ^xi^.f^r^^^r^  whiplx  hs^^ 
already  been  exhausted*     Thp  .e;^pitAl  of  U|^er 

^ured,  befprp  it  ^v^f^  ^l»an49Ue^^  The,h4lw^rl( 
of  the  provip^ce^  Fort-(JfiQVgPf.  1*^*4  ^eep  gait 
\^\ifi\y  c^rri^d;  hut^^n  ini^nar/9fjce  .w;^^5^ 
to  e^^pe,  after  V/eing  l^^^tpfl  ;^^ftd;tl^  ^mm^^ 
rors  were  soqn  ^fter  f pnfi:f;ied  to^  tfnf,  W^Qrlf^s  of  ^tb^ 
garfii^Mi,  aud .  closelj  i^^v.cisl;e4  »p>y^rdf ; .  9f  *l» 
«yinth«.  The  long  ppnt^nti|>latje4  at);a9]k;  jifp^fl 
Montreal  w^s  fmstrf^^  ^  |(^ii^gston  sti^reinaii^4 
a  safe  and  ^dv^ntageou^,  havhqr,  i,n  the  h.sindsol' 
the  ep^my  i  a,^d  :gt  fprtr^a^,*  w^ch  wght  %v^ 
been  Aong*  a>3^d  ob^l^ip^tely,^  ^ud,  pjpjeptii^llj 
4ef<^d^  w^a  yielded,  with  s^c^rqely  a  «1;v!xggle> 
and  nnder .  c^r9uipi|t;i,pc,e$  n^ysteriouis,  ip  tl^e; 
i^xtr^inp-   to  the   rejtiiliating    invaders  pf  the 


0, 

2d  HTILITARY  OCCURRBtlCES   BETWEEN 

American  Niagara  frontier.  In  the  course  of 
the  summer  of  1813,  the  American  army 
possiessed  every  position  between  Lake'  Ontario 
and  Lake  Erie,  on  both  sides  of  the  Niagara. 
In  th^  winter  of  the  same  year,  after  having 
gradually  lost  their  possessions  on  the  British 
side  of  that  stream,  they  were  deprived  of  their 
possessions  on  their  own.'**  If  we  may  be 
alio  Wed  to  leave  out  ^<  gallantly^' ;  to  substitute 
*^  withbut  any*'  for  "with  scarcely  a^^;  and 
i!»  bestow  a- smile  upon  the  *^  high  degree  of 
reputation  which  the  American  airms  had 
attained,'^  we  see  ho  objection  to  Mr.  Thomson's 
recapitulatory  observations. 
'^The  circumstances  that  caused  the  surprising 
changes  which  he  so  naturally  deplores,  seem  to 
biVe  escaped  his  notice.  *'  Had  **  the  long 
contemplated  attack  upon  Montreal'^  not  been 
attempted,  a  comparatively  large  regular  army 
of  the  Unitedi'States  could  still  have  occupied 
the  peninsula  of  Upper  Canada ;  and  a  M'Clure 
iidt  been  wanted,  to  provb  himself  the  willing 
tbbl  of  Mr.  Secretary  Armstrong's  atrocious 
purposes.  Had  not  Newark  been  set  on  fire, 
remorse  would  not  have  made  cowardsof  M^Clure 
and  his  myrmidons;  nor  would  a  Just  indigna- 
tion have  stimulated  a  small  band  of  British  to 
pursue  and  punish  those  gUilty  wretches ;  many 
of  whose  dwellings  happily  shared  the  fate  of  the 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  193. 
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town  which  they  had  destroyed.  Yet — mark  the 
difference'.  The  destruction  along  the  American 
frontier  was  the  work  of  an  assaulting  foe, 
glowing  with  wrath  at  the  commission  of  injuries, 
unauthorized  by  the  laws  of  war.  It  was  an. 
event  which  the  inhabitants  themselves  ha^^  for 
the  last  eight  days,  been  expecting ;  an  event, 
therefore,  which  they,  by  removing  their  pro- 
perty, and,  in  many  instances,  themselves,  from 
the  spot,  did  but  partially  feel.  The  burning 
of  Newark,  on  the  other  hand,  was  th^  delibe- 
rate  act  of  an  enemy,  who  had  been  six  months 
in  quiet  possession  of  the  country ;  and  who  had 
received  no  provocation  whatever  from  the  inha- 
bitants,-r-*'  the  innoicenl,  unfortunate,  and  dis- 
tressed inhabitants/'  as  M'Clure  himself  fa^ 
styled  them  ;  aud  that  too  in  the  very  procla* 
mation,  wherein  he  pledged  himself  to  protect 
them.  Warning  the  poor  people  bad  none ; 
unless  half  an  hour  or  so  9iay  be  called  by  that 
name:  nor  even  day-light, to.  enable  them  to  see 
to  collect  their  little  cloaths  and  property,  and 
to  seek  another  habitation,  in  the  room  of  that 
they  had  for  ever  lost.  Poor  Mrs.  Dickson,  too ! — 
Who,  then,  will  deny  that  the  wanton  confla- 
gration of  Newark  still  remains  unatoned  for? 


d&        milIt'aAt  iSfC6VWLKt!l^6t4  iSt^-i^ttfi 
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CHAPTER  Xir. 

OffefOiian^  in  Ches&peaft  ^ay-^ Arrival  of  r'edr^ 
'  admiral  Cockbum — PfepatUtiorii  f6r  attaching' 
ihi  United  Stated  frigaU  Cofisfellatidnin  Jameses 
River-^Her  retreat  to  a  safet* pO^itidh—fVanton 
fifing  front  the  shore  iipcfa  tlid  Sfritikh  bdiks^—' 
Death  of  two  men  int  tomequhiCe--  Afriml  of 
admiral  fVarren^^^allant  affair  attKeihouih  of 
the  Rappahannock--^ ti^ar^dmi!r del  CdckhUiWs 
detached  command  to  the  hidd  of  the  hay — Ad-^ 
vance  upon  French^town^—ffeavy  fife  upon  the 
boats  from  a  battery — Landing  of  the  British^' 
Flight  of  the  American  militia— D^esti'iiction  of 
cannon,  public  stores,  ahdvCs^ls-^  Admiral  Cock'^ 
burn^s  system  of  operations-^American  misrepre* 
sentations  corrected-^Pwxhuke  of  stock  at  Tiifkey 
Point  and  Specucie  Island — Display  of  colours 
andfiring  of  cannon,  attfavrede  Grace — Attack' 
upon  this  place — Its  short  but  spirited  resistance 
--^Disrespect  shown  to  a  fiag  of  truce — Conse' 
quent  proceedings  by  the  British— Destruction 
of  a  valuable  camion-foundry^^Oross  mis-state^ 
ment  of  the  American  editors-^Ridiculous  beha* 
viour  of  a  prisoner  named  O^ Neil,  and  ludicrous 
threat  in  ca^  of  his  detention — Advance  upon 
George-town     and    Frederick^town  —  Previous 
Karning  to  the  inhabitants — Their  violent  pro* 
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ceedings,  and  de^trwciiife  fire  npwi  the 

^^Destruetion  of  houses  in  enmequente-^Virii 

^  the  British  to  another  town^^ivit  deporlfh^M 

of  the  inhabitantBj  Blitd  it9  Mltriary  tfftei^^^ 

Remarks  on  the  Amerwan  miiitia^syitem^^Im^ 

positions  of  the  Amertcofm  farmer^^^CaptUf^  %if 

the   United  States*  aehomur    Surveyor-^Nohte 

conduct  of  lieutenant  Cririe  of  the  Narcissus — 

Arrival  of  troops  Jn  the  Chesapeake  "^Ajffiiir 

between  H.M.S^  Junon  and  15  American  gun* 

boats — Open  preparations  for  attacking  Craney 

Island'-^Correspondent  preparations  on  the  part 

of  the  Americans — Landing   of  a  division  of 

British  at  Pig- Point^'^ Advance  of  another  ditn^ 

non  towards  Craney'Islund^^Wnexpeeted  ground* 

<^  ^f   ^he    boats  close  under   the  American 

battery — Impossibility    to    reach    the   shore--^ 

Destructive ^re  upon  the  boats^  as  well  as  upon 

the  struggling   crews  in  the  water* — Remarks' 

upon  the  attempt  to  capture  Cranetf  Island-^ 

Attack  upon,  and  capture  of  Hampton^-^Ex* 

cesses  committed  there  by  a  part  of  the  British 

force-'^American  strictures   on  the   occasion^^ 

Departure  from    the    coast   of  the   corps  that 

committed  the  excesses — Landing  of  the  British 

at  Ocracoke  and  Portsmouth,  and  capture  of 

two  fine  letters  of  marque — American  mis-state-^- 

ments  corrected. 

A  THREATENING  attitude  upon  the  Atlantic 
frontier  of  the  LUiited  Stateai^  iu  the  neighbour.: 
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l^Qod  of  the  capital  especially,  l>eiiig  considered 
Ufce^jr  to  weaken  the  efforts  of  the  Amc^rican 
government^  now  30  openly  and  earnestly 
directed  against  our  Canadian  possessions,  rear- 
a4iniral  CockbuTJi,  in  th0  Marlborough  74, 
with  some  frigates  aiud  smaller  vessels,  entered 
tj^^  Chesapeake  bay  on  the  4th  of  March,  1813. 
.  The  United  States'  frigate  Constellation,  lying 
in.tlfimes's  fiver,  iiear  Norfolk,  became  the  first 
Q\>ject  of  attack ;  but  the  preparatory  movements 
qf.  the  British  squadron  drove  her  to  a  safe 
position^  higher  up  theriyer.  The  rear-admital 
afterwards,  advanced  up  the  bay,  sounding  and 
reconnoitring.  During  the  passage,  of  the  boats 
along  the  shore,  in  the  execution  of  this  service, 
t|i«  Americans  frequently  fired  at  them,  and,  in 
one  instance,  killed  two  men,  besides  wounding 
s^yerSl  others  ;  although  not  a  musket  had  been, 
on  any  occasion,  discharged  from  the  boats. 
.About  the  end  of  March,  admiral  Warren, 
from  Bermuda,  bringing  with  him  the  San 
Domingo  74,  and  some  other  ships,  arrived  in 
the  Chesapeake.  In  his  way  up  the  bay,  the 
admiral  detached  a  force  to  attack  four  arnied 
schooners,  lying  at  the  mouth  of  the  Rappa- 
hannock river.  The  breeze  failing,  the  capture 
of  the  whole  four  was  effected  by  five  British 
boats,  uhder  the  orders  of  lieutenant  (now  cap-, 
tain)  Jiimes  Polkinghorne,  of  the  St.  Domingo.* 

'  ♦  For  the  full  particulars  of  ihii  gallant  exploit^  see  Jaines'i 
Naral  Occurrences,  p.  567. 
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In  a  week  or  two  after  a  junctiou  had  been 
formed  between  admiral  Warren'  and  rear- 
admiral  .  Cockburn,  the  latter  was  directed,  with 
a  squadron  of  small  vessels,  including  two  of 
the  captured  schooners^  to  penetrate  the  rivers 
at  the  head  of  the  bav,  and  endeavour  to  cut  off 
the  enemy's  supplies  ;  as  well  as  to  destroy  hid 
foundries,  stores,  and  public  works ;  particu- 
larly a  depdt  of  flour,  military  and  other  stores, 
ascertained,  by  the  information  of  some  Ameri- 
cans, to  be  at  a  place  called  French-town,  situate 
at  a  considerable  distance  up  the  river  Elk. 
Accordingly,  the  rear-admiral^  with  H.M.  brigs 
Fantome  and  Mohawk,  and  the  Dolphin^  Racer, 
and  Highflyer,  tenders,  on  the  evening  of  the 
38th  of  April,  moved  towards  the  river.  Having 
moored  the  brigs  and  schooners  aiK  far  within 
the  entrance  as  could  be  effected  after  dark, 
the  rear-admiral  took  with  him^  in  the  boats 
of  his  little-  squadron,  150  marines,  under 
captains  Wybourn  and  Carter,  and  five  ar^- 
tillery-men^  under  lieutenant  Robertson,  of 
that  corps,  and  proceeded  to  execute  his 
orders.* 

The  boats,  owing  to  ignorance  of  the  way, 
having  entered  the  Bohemia  instead  of  keeping 
in  the  Elk  river,  did  not  reach  the  destined 
place  till  late  on  the  following  morning.  This 
delay  enabled  the  inhabitants  of  French-town  to 

•  App-  N6.  8. 
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maf^e  sa^ifaogem^nts  for.  th«  defenca  of  tbe*  stores 
$Ui4.tof¥|;i:;  Ipr  the  secmrity  of.  whicb  a  six-^iui 
jbatte^y  hadjately  been  directed.  As -soon  as 
tJ^e^  bpats  approached  within  gun«shot  of  it^  a 
heavy  fire  was  opened,  upon  thein.  Disregarding 
this^  ho:weyer,.  the  marines  quickly  landed  r^and 
l^he  A jfifieric^n  militia  fli^d  from  the  battery  to 
thea^oining  wpods. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  town,  situate  at  abwit 
9  mile  distant9.havipg,.as,far  as  could  be  ascer- 
tained^ taken  qo  part  in  the  coQtest,  were  not 
in  t||ie  sjigfites^  d€gree  molested;  but  a  consi^ 
derablo  quaj^tity  ;  of  flour,  of  army- clothing, 
saddles,  bridles,  .and  other  equipments  for 
oa^valry ;  also  varioiis  articlef^.  of  merchandize, 
and.tbp  twp  stores  in  whioh.  tbey.  had  been 
cojptained;  l;ogether  with  five  v^^ssels,  lyings 
near  jth^.  pla^e^,  were  entii^ely  consuosed*  The 
gu^  of ;  jthe ;  battery t ;  being  too  .  hcAvy :  to.  be 
ca^rifsd  a^ay, .  were  disabl<td(  and  ^the  -boats 
depar|;ef|,  with  no  other. loiss.^thaiii  oiie  iseaman 
ijr9unded  ^n  the  arm  by ;  a ,  gj^s^pe-shot.  1  he 
Americans  lost,  one  man  killed  by  a  rocket,  but 
none  wounded,  .  . 

.Tlt^  rear-admiral's  system,  and  which  he  had 
ta^en  csare  to  impart  to  all  the  Americans 
cj^ured  by,  qr  ^Qluntarily  coming  on  boards 
t^e  j^quadron^  was^-rto  .  land  without  lOfferiog 
molestation  to  the  unopposing  inihafaitaBts, 
either  in  their  persons  or  properties  ;  to  capture 
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•r  destroj  all  articles  of  merchandize  and 
munitions  of  war ;  to  be  allowed .  to  take  off, 
upon  paying  the  full  market  price,  all  such 
cattle  and  supplies  as  the  British  squadrpn  might 
require :  but,  should  resistance  be  offered,  or 
menaces  held  out,  to  consider  the  town  as  a 
fortified  post,  and  the  male  inhabitants  as 
soldiers ;  the  one  to  be  destroyed,  the  .other, 
irith  their  cattle  and  stock,  to  be  captured. 

Both  the  editor  of  the  ''  Sketches  of  the  War'^ 
and  of  ihe  ''  History  of  the  War"  confine  th^ 
conflagration  at  French*town,  to. the  two  store* 
houses  and  their  contents ;  and  so  does  a  writer 
in  a  respectable  American  periodical  publication, 
of  very  recent  date,  subjoining  to  his  account 

« 

of  the  burning  of  the  warehouses,— x  ^^  but  no 
private  dwellings,  as  has  erroneously  been 
stated.''*  Yet  is  the  editor  of  the  ^*  History  of 
the  United  States^'  so  totally  disregardful  of 
truth,  as  to  accuse  the  British  of  having  plun- 
dered and  destroyed  the  whole  village.f  Mr« 
Thomson  finds  it  convenient  to  describe  thO 
contents  of  the  store-houses  as  goods  belonging 
to  merchants  of  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,: 
wd  to  be  totally  silent  about  any  military 
stores;  but  general  Wilkinson  expressly  says: 
~"  By  the  defective  arrangements  of  the 
Harrdepartment,  he    (rear-admiral   Cockborn) 

■ 

*  Nortk  Americao  Refiew,  Vol.  V.  p.  158. 
f  Hbt.  of  the  United  Sttief ,  Vol.  III.  p.  383. 
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succeeded  in  destroying  the  military  equipments 
and  mttnitidnB  found  there ;  of  which,  I  appre* 
hend,  the  public  never  received  any  correct 
account/^* 

'  As  the  boats^  in  their  way  down  the  FXki 
were  rounding  Turkey  Point,  they  came  ia 
sight  of  a  large  estate,  surrounded  by  cattle* 
The  rear«admiral  landed;  and  directing  the 
bailiff,  or  overseer,  to  pick  out  as  many  oxen^ 
sheep,  and  other  stock,  as  were  deemed  sufficient 
for  the  present  use  of  the  squadron,  paid  for 
tbbm  to  the  full  amount  of  what  the  bailiff 
alleged  was  the  market  price.  Not  the  slightest 
injury  was  done ;  or,  doubtless,  one  of  our 
industrious  historians  would  have  recorded  the 
fact* 

\  Having  learnt  that  cattle  and  provisions,  in 
considerable  quantity,  were  at  Specucie  Island, 
the  rear-admiral,  with  the  brigs  and  tenders;, 
proceeded  to  that  place.  In  his  way  thither  it 
became  necessary  to  pass  in  sight  of  Havre  de 
Grace,  a  village  of  about  60  bouses,  situate  on 
the  west-side  of  the  Susquehanna,  a  short 
flistance  above  the  confluence  of  that  river  with 
the  Chesapeake.  Although  the  British  were 
a  long  way  out  of  gun-shot,  the  Americans  at 
Havre  de  Grace  must  needs  fire  at  them  from  a 
six:*gun  battery,  and  display  tp  their  view,  as 
a  further  mark  of  defiance^  a  large  American 

•  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  732. 
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ensign.  This  determined  the  rear-admiral  to 
make  that  battery  and  town  the  next  object  of 
attack.  In  the  meanwhile,  he  anchored  his 
squadron  off  Specucie  Island.  Here  a  part  of 
the  boats  landed^  and  obtained  cattle  upon  the 
same  terms  as  before*  A  complaint  having  been 
made,  that  some  of  the  subordinate  officers  bad 
destroyed  a  number  of  turkies,  the  rear-admiral 
paid  the  ralue  of  them  out  of  his  own  pocket. 
The  Americans,  as  they  were  driving  the  cattle 
to  the  boats,  jeered  the  men,  saying, — "  Why 
do  you  come  here  ?  Why  don't  you  go  to  Havre 
de  Grace  ?  There  you'll  have  something  to  do.^' 
About  this  time  a  deserter  gave  the  people  at 
Havre  de  Grace,  who  had  already  been  in 
preparation,  notice  of  the  intended  attack.* 

After  quitting  Specucie  Island,  the  rear^ 
admiral  bent  his  course  towards  Havre  de  Grace ; 
but  the  shallowness  of  the  water  admitting  the 
passage  of  boats  only,  the  150  marines  and  the 
five  artillery  men  embarked  at  midnight  on  the 
3d  of  May,  and  proceeded  up  the  river.*  The 
Dolphin  and  Highflyer  tenders  attempted  to 
follow  in  support  of  the  boats,  but  shoal  water 
compelled  them  to  anchor  at  the  distance  of 
six  miles  from  the  point  of  attack.  By  day- 
light, the  boats  succeeded  in  getting  opposite 
to  the  battery;  vrhich  mounted  six  gams,  19 
and  6-pounder6,  and  opened  a  smart  &te  upon 
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the  BrUish.  The  marines  instantly  landed  to 
the  left ;  which  was  a  signal  to  the  Americans  ta 
mthdraw  from  their  batter j.  Lieutenant  G.  A; 
Westp^iall,  having,  in  the  mean  time,  stationed 
his  rockeUboat  close  to  the  battery,  now  landed 
with  his  boat^s  crew,  turned  the  guns  upon 
the*  American  militia,  and  drove  tbem  to  the 
extremity  of  the  town. 

.  The  inhabitants  still  keeping  up  a  fire  from 
liehind  the  houses,  walls,  and  trees,  lieutenant 
Weaitphall,  by  the  admiraPs  orders,  held  out  a 
flag  of  truce,  and  called  upon  them  to  desist. 
Instead  of  so  doing,  these  *^  unoffending  citizens'^ 
fired  at. the  British  lieutenant,  and  actually  shot 
him  tbiiough  the  very.hand  that  was  bearing  the 
flag  of  truce.  After  this,  who  could  wonder  if 
the  British  seamen  and  marines  turned  to  the 
right  and  left,  and  demolished  every  thing  in 
their  way  ?*^The  townspeople  themselves  had 
constructed  the  battery ;.  and  yet  not  a  house 
in  which  an  inhabitant  remained  was  injured. 
tSeverail  of  the  inhabitants,  principally  women, 
^n^hobad  fled  at  first,  came  again  into  the  towd, 
Bnd  got  back  such  articles  as  had  been  taken. 
Some  :6f  the  women  actually  proceeded  to  the 
-IfiMtsi  iand/  upon  identifying  their  property, 
'Nad  ; it'  iBstored  :  to  them.  Many  .  of  the 
iiihdMtttits  who:  had  remained  peaceably  in 
their  houiles,  as  a  prfof  that  they  were  well 
informed  of  the  principle  upon  which  Sir  George 
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Cocklnirn  aotod,  frequently  exclaimed  to  him : 
— ^^  Ab,  sir,  1  told  ihem  if  hat  wpuld  be  the 
consequence  of  their  conduct.  It  is  a  great  pitj 
so  many  should  suffer  for  a  head-strong  few. 
Those  who  were  the  most  determined  to  fire 
upon  you  the  other  day,  saying  it  was  impossible 
you  could  take  the  place,  were  now  the  first  to 
run  away/'  Several  of  the  houses  that  were  not 
burnt  did,  in  truth,  belong  to  the  chief  agents 
in  those  violent  measures  that  caused  such 
severity  on  our  part ;  and  the  very  towns-people 
diemselves  pointed  out  the  houses.  Lieutenant 
Westphall,  with  his  remaining  hand,  pursued  and 
took  prisoner  an  American  captain  of  militia; 
aad  others  of  the  party  brought  in  an  ensign 
and  several  privates,  including  an  old  Irishman, 
named  O'Neill.  After  embarking  the  six  guns 
from  the  battery^  and  taking  or  de^troy]ng 
about  130  stands  of  small-arms,  tt^e  British 
departed  from  Havre  de  Grace. 

One  division  of  boats,  headed  by  the  rear- 
admiral, .  then  proceeded  to  the  northward;  in 
search  of  a' cannon-foundry,  of  which  some  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Havre  de.  Grace  bad  giv^ 
information.  This  was  found,  and  instandy 
destroyed ;  together  with  five  long  34*poond[en, 
stationed  in  a  battery  for  its  protection-; 
28  long  32-pouiiders,  ready  for  sending  aWay ; 
and  eight  long  gi)ns,  ^nd  four  ca^ronades,  in  the 
boring-house  and  found  ry«      Another  division 
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of  boats  was  sent  up  the  Susquehanna;  and 
returned,  after  destroying  five  vessels  and  a  large 
store  of  flour. 

.    No  event  of  the  war  has  been  more  grossly 
exaggerated  than  the  proceedings  of  the  British 
at  Havre  de  Grace.     Happily,  so  much  incon^ 
sistency     and    contradiction     prevail     in    the 
American  accounts,  that  we  shall  have  no  great 
difficulty  in  exposing  the  authors  to  the  merited 
indignation  of  the   disinterested  reader.     One 
editor  says : — '*  From   Frenchtown   they    (the 
British)  proceeded  down  the  Elk,  ascended  the 
>river  Susquehanna)    and  attacked,  plundered, 
.and  burnt  the  neat  and  flourishing,  hut  unpro" 
iecied  village  of  Havre  de   Grace ;   for   which 
outrage   no   provocation  had   been  given,  nor 
could  excuse  be  assigned.^'*     Another  says:* — 
/^  In  expectation  of  an  attack  from  the  enemy, 
the    people    of    Havre    de    Grace    had    made 
preparatipns  for  the  defence  of  the  place ;  and 
^.battery  had  been  erected,  of  two  6-pounders, 
i^nd  one.nine.^^f     Six  long  12  and  6-pounders, 
,  the  reader  will  recollect,  were  taken  by  us  fcom 
that  Ti^ry  battery.     The  same  editor  admits, 
ii)fit  a  five,  was  kept  up  from  the  battery  till  the 
British  conunenced  their  debarkation;  *^  when 
alV  «^ays  he,  *' except  O'Neill,  an  old  citizen 
of  Havre  de  Grace,  abandoned  their  posts ;  and, 

♦   Hist,  of  the  U.  S.  Vol.  III.  p.  283. 
^  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  209. 
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following  the  militia,  M^ho  had  fled  with  shame* 
ful  precipitation,  left  the  women  and  children 
of  the  place  to  the  mercy  of  the  invaders.'^* 
A  third  editor  says :— '^  A  small  party  of  militia 
were  stationed  at  Havre  de  Grace ;  who,  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy,  made  a  slight  resistance, 
and  then  retreated.  An  Irishman/-^  (this  is  more 
intelligible  than  Mr.  Thompson's  designation^) 
named  O'Neill,  with  a  courage  amounting  to 
rashness,  and  an  enthusiasm  not  confined  by 
cold  loyalty^  opposed  his  single  arm  to  the 
British  host,  and  was  taken  prisoner  and  carried 
on  board  the  fleet,  but  after%vards  released/'t 

Another  American  account  says: — **  The 
inhabitants  of  Havre  de  Grace  had,  for  three 
weeks  previous  to  this  period,  been  making 
preparations  for  defence ;  and  several  companies 
of  militia  were  called,  in  to  their  aid.'' — ^^  The 
militia,  amounting  to  about  250,  were  kept  to 
their  arms  all  night ;  patroleS'Were  stationed  in 
every  place  where  they  could  possibly  be  of  any 
service;  the  volunteers  at  the  battery  were  at 
their  guns,  and  a  general  determination  seemed 
to  prevail  of  giving  the  -  enemy  a  warm  recep- 
tion.'^^ What,  then,  becomes  of  doctor 
Smith's  assertion,  that  Havre  de  Grace  was 
^f  unprotected  ;'^  or  that  ^^  no  excuse  could  be 

«  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  209. 

f  Hitt  of  the  War,  p.  170. 
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aasigned^'  for  attacking  it?< — Perhaps  this 
gentleman  grounded  his  statement  upon 
Mr^  MunroV  official  communication  to  sir 
Alexander  Cochrane;  wherein^  as  a  matter  of 
state-convenience,,  and  in  the  rery  teeth  of  the 
British  official  account,  announcing  the  capture 
of  six  pieces  6f  cannon^  and  130  stands  of  arms, 
the  American  secretary  chose  to  describe  the 
inhabitants  of  Havre  de. Grace  as  ^^  unarmed/^ 
hfL  the  same  spirit  of  rancor,  doctor  Smith 
declares,  that  ^^  the  whole  of  this  little  town« 
house  after  house,  was  consigned  ta  the  flames/^t 
Mr.  Thomson  is  not  explicit  upon  this  point ; 
but  Mr.  O'Connor  expressly  says:— -^.*  Twenty- 
four,  of  the  best  houses  in  the  town  were 
burn^  ;"t  and  the  Boston  reviewer  soys : — **  It 
has  been  said^  in  a  respectable  history  of  the 
times/^  (can. this  mean  doctor  Smith's  work?) 
^^  that  one  house  only  escaped  the  flames;  but 
this  is  a  mistake.  Havr^  de  Graoe  consisted  isi 
about  60  houses,  aud  of  these  not  more  than  40 
jKere.  burnt.^':];  As,  according  to  the  same 
account^:  several  of  the  hounea  were,  when't&e 
British  landed,  ^^  already  in  flames,'^  ^£rom  the 
>' tremendous  discharge  of  balls,  tdckets,.  and 
shells,''  we  may  consider  Mr.  O'Connors  estimate 
^^  alluding  exclusively  to  those  destroyed  by  the 
JBritish  while  on  shore.     It  is  not  a  little  extra- 

«  Hist,  of  the  United  States,  Yol.Ill.  p.  283. 
t  Hist,  of  4lie  W»r^  p.  170.     J  N.  Amer.  Rcr.  Vo!.  V.  p.  160* 
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ordinar)^^  that  the  same  writer  who  dwells  so 
upon  the  state  of  ^^  preparatiohV  in  which  the 
inhabitants :  were,  should  say :  ^^  It  is  not  easy 
to  assign  aiiy  eause,  other  than  the  caprice  of 
its  projiBctor,  for  this- violent  attackona  de£ence^ 
less  and  uuojSending  village.  No  reasons  of  a 
public  nature  could  have  induced  it.  No  public 
property  was  deposited  ther^  nor  were  any  of 
its  inhabitants  engaged  in  aiding  the  prosecution 
ofthewar/^* 

Although  it .  would  be  idle .  tb  question  the 
seal  and  industry  of  any  one  of  our  three  histo- 
rians^ Mr.  Thomson  alone  has  declared  that  the 
British  *^  cut  open  the  bedding  of  the  citizens 
to  augn^nt  the  flames ;  destroyed  the  public 
stages;  inaimed  the  horses;  cut  to  pieces^the 
private,  bi^gage  of  the  passengers;  tor^  the 
eioathing  of  some  of  the  inhabitants  from  their 
backs;  and  left  to  others  those  only  which  they 
Worep;  in  short,  robbing  private  travellers  on.  the 
highway  of  their  money  and  apparel.^'  Mr. 
Thomson  next  affirms  that,  ^^  when  several 
ladies  of  the  first  distinction^^  had  taken  refuge 
^^ih  a  spacious  and  elegant  private  mansion/' 
a'British  officer  ^^  was  entreated  to  suffer  this 
hduse,  at  leasts  to  escape  the  general  conflagra- 
tkyn^  'liut,  as  he  was  obeying  the  orders  of 
indrntral  Ociekbum,  the  most  he  <)odld  do  was  to 
suspend  his  purpose,  until  those  unprotected 

«  North  Anericsn  Rtneir,  Vdh  Y.  p.  16% 
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women  could  prevail  upon  the  admiral  to  coan"* 
termand  them.*^*  That  the  latter  part  .of  this 
statement  is  utterly  false,  appears  by  the  testis- 
mony  of  one  of  the  sufferers ;  one  who  dates  his 
letter  from  tbe  spot;  who  complains  that  the 
destruction  of  Havre  de  Grace  has  ^^  ruined^ 
him;  and  who,  therefore,  must  vinrite  with 
highly  irritated  idlings  against  the  British.:  H^ 
says :  *^  The  inhabitants  fled  at  the  approach 
of  the  sailors,  and  tbe  women  took  shelter  iu 
the  house  of  Mr.  Mark  Pringle ;  which  a  party 
was  proceeding  to  destroy,  when  Mr.  Pringle^ 
vnth  a  flag^  met  them,  and  they  vert/  readily 
desisted/^  f  . 

One  would  suppose  that  the  destruction,  by 
an  enemy,  of  45  pieces  of  cannon,  chiefly  long 
32  and  24*-pounders,  would  have  appeared 
of  sufiicient  national  importance,  to  engage  the 
attention  of  such  as  profess  to  detail  the  events 
of  a  war.  But  it  was  necessary  to  cast  evwy 
possible  odium  upon  the  British,  and  therelfpr^ 
highly  impolitic  to  admit  that  they  performed  a 
single  act  of  legitimate  war£ire.  Mr.  ThomsoR 
is  the  only  editor  who  deplores  the  loss  ^'  of '50 
pieces  of  elegant  cannon  ;^'  but  he  mak.6S 
amends  for  his  unguarded  acknowledgment, .by 
declaring,  that  the  furnace  which  was  battc^^ 
down,  was  *'  private  property ,''  and  that  the 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  ftlp. 
f  Philadelphia  Gasette^  May  4,  1813. 
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British,  **  as  the  last  act  of  atrocity  with  which 
this  expedition.  wa)»  destined  to  be  marked,  tore 
up  a  small  bridge,  constructed  over  a  deep, 
though  narrow  creek,  and  over  which  travellers 
of  every  description  were  obliged  to  pass,  or 
venture  through  a  wider  channel,  at  the  immi- 
nent hazard  of  their  lives/'*  So  that  a  small 
party,  on  shore  in  an  enemy's  country,  and  ex- 
pecting to  be  attacked  by  an  enraged  popula- 
tion, collecting  from  all  points,  are  to  leave 
standing  a  bridge,  by  which  alone,  probably, 
their  position  can  be  assailed ;  because,  forsooth, 
the  destruction  of  that  bridge  would  compel  the 
inhabitants  to  ^^  venture  through  a  wider  chan« 
oel,  at  the  imminent  hazard  of  their  lives.'' 
This  is  such  a  refinement  in  warfare,  as  we  did 
not  expect  to  hear-  broached  by  an  American. 
Doctor  Smith  and  Mr.  O'Connor,  although  they 
have  added  to  the  list  of  enormities  committed 
by  the  British,  that  of  burning  **  Mr.  Hughes's 
Ibondery,''  have  rejected  the  story  of  the  bridge, 
as  .too  ridiculous  even  for  them  to  publish. 
-  Mr.  O'Connor^  with  a  fellow-feeling,  perhaps, 
extols  highly  the  courage  and  enthusiasm  of  his 
fnend  O'Neill.  •  This  contemptible  old  wretch, 
when  taken  on  boi)rd  the  rear-admirals  ship, 
cried  bitterly  ;  exclaiming  every  now  and  then, 
^God  bless  king  George— -I  detest  the  Americans, 
—will  do  all  I  can  to  save  the  British,^'  &c.  &e. 

•  Sketches  of  the  War^  p.  ^211. 
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Next  day  bis  daughter,  aa  interesling  y-oiiog 
woman,  came  ou  board,  an4.  begged  bard  forvbii 
discharge;  urging  that  he  had  a  Isirge  familji 
dependant  on  him  foir  support  H^  tfars  f^e^ 
vailed,  and  she  carried  her  father  onshore.  .  In 
a  week  or  ten  days  afterwards,  reaiivadnMral 
Cockburn  had  occasion  to  go  oii  board  the  Ssan 
Domingo,  when,  to  his  great  surprise,  adooMt} 
Warren  showed  him  a  letter  he  had  just  received 
from  the  American  secretary  of  state,  declaring, 
if  a  hair  of  O^NeiFs  head  was  hurt^  what  hin 
government  would  do,  &c.  This  ludicrous 
application  was  replied  to  in  a  proper  manner, 
and  the  affair  ended. 

On  the  night  of  thti  dth  of  May,  the  same 
party  of  British  marines  and  artilleryTmen  agaiii 
embarked  in  th^  boats^  arid  3  proceeded  up  the 
river  Sassafras,  separating  the  counties  of  Kuent 
and.  Cecil,  towards  the.  .yiUdges  o£  6torge- to wa 
and  Frederick-towti,; situate.  Ob  o|>p6site  iiide$ 
of  the  river,,  nearly  f$(citig  each  other.  Havii^ 
intercepted  a  sniall  boat  with  twoof  stbe  ioha«( 
bitant^,  rear«admiral  Cockbjurn  baited  the  de- 
tachment, abiHit  two  miles. from  the  ^towp  ;'atid 
then  sent  forwaitl  the  twoiAmericans  in  their 
boat,  to  warn  their  coantryo^n  againj»t  acting 
in  the  same  rash  manner  as  the  people  <  of  Ilaiire 
de  Qrace  bad  done ;  assuring  them  that ^  if  tkey 
did,  their  town^  would  inevitebly  meeiwitk  a 
similar  fate ;  but  that,  on  the  coirtfary^  if  they 


»   OREA^T   BRITAIN  AVP   AMBRICA.  49 

did  not  attempt  resistaBce^  no  injury  should  be 
done  to  them  or  iheiritoivns ;  that  vessels  and 
public  piojpertj  onlj^  would  be  seized ;  that 
the  strictest  discipline  would  be  maintained; 
and  that  whatever  provision  or  other  property 
of.  individuals  the  rear-admiral  might  require 
tor  the  use  of  the  squadron,  would  be  in$taatl'y 
paid  for  in  its  fullest  value.*  The  two  Ameri- 
cans agreed  in  the  propriety  of  this  ;  said  there 
was  no  battery  at  either  of: the  towns  ;  that  they 
would  willingly  deliver  the  message,  and  had 
ao  doubt  the  inhabitants  would  be. peaceably 
disposed^ 

After  waiting  a  considerable,  time,  the  rear- 
admiral  advanced  higher  up;  and,  wlieil  within 
about  a  mile  from  the  towns,  and  between  two 
pr<Q^cting  points  of  land  which  compelled,  the 
Voats  to  proceed  in  close  order,  a  heavy  fil^e 
was  opened  upon  them  from  one  field-piece, 
and,  as  conjectured,  3  or  400  militia,  divided  and 
entrenched  on  the  opposite  sides  of  the  river. 
The  fire  was  promptly  returned,  <and  the  rear- 
admirid  pushed  on  shore  with  the  marines; 
but,  the  instant. the  American  militia  observed 
them  fix  their  bayonets,  they  fled  to  the  woodi<». 
and  were  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  afterwarcU. 
All  the  houses,  i^ccepting  those  whose  owners  had: 
owtiitued  peaceably  in  them,  and  taken  no. part 
ia  the  attack,  were  forthwith  destroyed ;  as  were 

♦  App.  No.  10. 
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four  Tessels  lying  in  the  river,  together  Vfith 
some  stores  of  sugar,  of  lumber^  of  leather^  and 
other  merchandize.  On  this  occasion,  five. of 
the  British  were  wounded.  One  of  the  Amevi<» 
cans  who  entreated  to  have  his  property  savedy^ 
wore  military  gaiters;  and  had,  no  doubt,^aB-i 
i^isted  at  the  firing  upon  the  British.  Agreeably 
to  his  request,  however,  his  property  was  left 
untouched. 

Mr.  Thomson  says:  ^^  The  invaders^^were gal^ 
lanily  ressisted  more  than  half  an  hour,  when 
they  effected  a  landing ;  and,  marching  towards 
the  town,  compelled  the  militia  to  retire.  Co« 
lonel  Veazy  effected  his  retreat  in  excellent 
order .^'*  To  prove  that  this  was  a  gaUaot 
affair,  Mr.  Thomson  has  made  the  American, 
force  '^  about  80  militia,  and  one  small  cannon^'' 
and  the  British  force  ^^  18  barges,  each  carrying 
one  great  gun,  ^ and  manned  altogether  by  tiO& 
men.'^^  Mr.  O^Connor  contents  himself  with, 
accusing  us  of  burning  the  unprotected  villages 
of  Frederick  and  George-town. 

On  his  way  down  the  river,  the  rear-admiral 
visited  a  town  situated  on  a  branch  of  it.  Here 
a  part  of  the  inhabitants  actually  pulled  off  to 
him;  and,  requesting  to  shake  hands,  declared 
he  should  experience  no  opposition  whatever. 
The  rear-admiral  accordingly  landed,  with  the 
officers,  and,  chiefly  out  of  respect  to  bis  rank,  a 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  212. 
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«niaU  peraonal  guard*;  :  Amoiig:  thos^  that  eamei 
to  greet  him,  dn^bis  Iajf)diiig»  tecire  observed^  f;wQ 
iBhabitants^o<f  Ge^^rge^tOwni    iTbes^  :lQeii^'  as 
well  as  an  inbahkant  of  the  .plstpci  who  bad  beeq 
to  :€reorge-toii»nMta  ^eiwbat)  was   goaqg  on^ 
had  succeeded  in  persuading.  th^|)eQple. to  adcyt^ 
aslheir  best!  ilecuritjiy: a  peaceable. demeanar^ 
Ibvingi  ^cfeFtd^ia^d  tliat^  there  iviere^  no  publifi 
prppeirt J: iior  \yarlike  stores^  andj.obtaihed^  upon 
pf^iQeilt  of !t!?k^  fjuU tvldues  such. articles  m  w^er^ 
n^npi^^  f  th^  .re^f tad miral  apd  i  ^is .  party  re-rem^ 
barked.    Soon  afterwards^  a;  d^^tatiou  was  >sent 
Uom  Cbarlestown,  iQn  th^  north-east  rive^^Uo 
assure  the  rear-^miirftl)  that  the  place  if^as .  con^ 
sidered^as^^  hi$  mercy  ;*^9nd,  similar  assumnces 
coming  £r4>m  otMr  places  in  the  upper  part  of 
j^b6}£lb^$ap9Ake,  the  rear-admiral  and  his  ljgh( 
6qiiadron.retiritd:fi^m  tbat.quartef. 
.  v^iOAe  qC  >tlife,  jVi^ericaa  bi^tori^n^,  liotice  t^h^ 
lenient.  c0;i4uct  observed,  towards  the.  inhabi- 
tants .tof  $he  twojast-mentioneil  tpwn^  ;  unless^ 
we  aretQ  ponsider  Mr,  Thomsop.as  glancing  at 
tt^  >  (subject;^ ,  when    be    :compl^n«. .  of ,  *'  the 
tretLt\^fiy_o£..0Qm0  iiiihem  ftf^tb?  ^republic// 
These  editorslfind  relief  ifor  their  rancorous  spirit 
either,  ^aj. '  \i  the  inhfibit^ntsi, preserve  their 
fotfns  by  not^opptDsing  us,  they  are  "traijtprs, 
tories,rpr  British. agents:''  if  they  make  resi^^t- 
ance;  and  tbc^r  town.s,  sharing  th^  fate  of  other 
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tformed  pluc^s^  are  burntv^ii^  nt*^  vile  iiyoen« 
diadem,  u«ipriiid]^ed  maraikdersi^^ 

Muck  fe  said  by  Amervcao  ^itoro,  rnhfimi 
robbing  the  mbabi^nts  of  thcdr  cattle  and  lrv« 
stock  ;  but  the  truth  h,  the  fanaert  thenfselvei 
eoosidertd  the  Sfitish  squadron  in  the  jCben^ 
pMke  as  tbtir  b«Bt  market  Not  t*)nteiited, 
however,  with  gritting  the  bt^eHt  pnpes  ilr 
their  stocky  small  as  well  as  large  v  their  eggs, 
buttefi  milk,  ehees^,  gaYden-stuff;  &e.  theyi^^^^ 
qaently  prattiaed  o{ion  their  liberal  purohiisim 
the  grossest  imfnositii^ns. 

One  nrfiter,  detto^  Smith,  idluding  to  ilM 
pt^eedlbg*  ih  the  Chenttpeak^  expresses  liitn^ 
self  Atts :  ''  ttistOiy  blusbes  ID  reea|iitttlate  >the 
depredatidMB  attd  ccmflagratkms  tvliich  were 
bere  perpetrated.  Th<B  ped  of  the.  hiGfterian 
cannot  record  baesdHtary^^xtplmt  of  honiei«slMe 
Warfare,  worltij;^he  ai^fns  of  tm  berdic  Mi>Kbn. 
The  outrages  of  their  sailors  Mid  maikiek 
Yet^  to  the  las«  degi^ee  shocking  and  indeibn'^ 
sible^  T%^^oteUlitted  iiidiseriininatehatM  opoft 

etery  speties  ^^prt^ate^pvop^rtjr  along  tbe  shovk 
of  the  bay,1iml  dta  the  margin  of  iti»  inlats;^^' 

This  is  t^e  iFery  language  that  uas  tised 
bj  the  '*  National  intelligencer/'  ^^  NatJeiaat 
Advocate/* » ^*  DenioCratic  Press/*  and  otbeir 
Americail  newspapers,  '^  knowtt  to  be  friiradit 

*  Histoid  of  flie-OnUcd  Sbitwj  Vol.  in.  jr.  4St. 


to  ike  ^ar/^  for  th»  double  pDrpeae  .of  fO^U^- 
dii»ag  the  QrttJiih' '  charaeler  jm  tke  ^ie»  ^Qf 
IAm  otbor.  :mtifiii$,.i<if  ^V0pe4  luid  ^  fiUMlg 
the  ranks  of  the  American  army  ff0i|i  .amimg 
the  4¥i9$tf|^at)  )<i^  JKleptupkjF  patcioti.  .  4lP6- 
fjcan  citifsMM  ^q(,  the  A]^.  opuf^^oen^ci^  .in,  B^^ 
iMpors,  Anm^^f t  and  W^st^ingtop, :  wh§^;  llpey 
)w¥#  ga^e  »n,  h^9^d  the  ftrilwli :  Cb^ap^sd^^ 
f4u$dre9»  -w^lfif^  trequeut}j4i^i  wi(h  rfli^^  to 
obtain  }ia«8jpK^r4f >  fir  a#k  othiir  jCd vqf^  ^i^d.  t\^^em 
iltflaoim^^y  pamgr^^  wf^r^  nbosm  t»  lb#mt 
jEiep^  £uk4  iQ  4a<^$ire,  wit^  .$i{i^n««it  fS^anp^ 
f^  tbejrliad  been  penned witbopt  kbealiglytea^ 
vi^rd  .$o  Iru$il9  ibut  sierely  to  iostigete  tjikf\n 
ferociopii  eon^tirf  men  in  the.  wf stei^  f^X^tm 
t^-  4iilljr  rfHiin4  the  Avamtw  standard*  Y^t 
deefit^  49|j»erhiiStpi9An  of  the  Suited  States  not 
*^  blush V  itp  i^eeoili  as  tciijtb  these  partj^^Rvinf 
lies^  SiicHi  stateeientf  soil  the  historie  :pa^; 
and,. 'b)r  their  influencie  on  the  passions^  rinajr 

Hwif  et.soilieiifttiire4fkj^  tonekindle^theflam^ 
of  war  betivieen  the  tA'Oimtione. 

fortttnatdlji  we  ha«e  Aorieri^^  testimony  to 
Sid*  OS  in  .repellitig  the  furioeipal  charge  lad v#noed 
jigiiiiist  the  Brkii^'by  «this  nest  of  eakiinaiaitoril. 
**  The/  (the  British)  were  alweys/'  ^ys  the 
ifritjer  in  the, Review,  *'  deNirons  of  making  a 
iittr  purch;as^e«  and  of  paving  the  f«Il  ?a)iie  of 
what  they  received;  and,    it   is    no  more  tlian 
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ju$lie0  to  4k^  emmy  to  state  that,  hi  i^vett 
Ifistanees,  fnoiMj  ^m  left  bcfhind,  in  a  cooqii-^ 
{fiiMifefplaceVM  the  fall  imonnt^  what  hfid>bMii 
lBkeil---aWajr /*•■-•-  *»'•  -"  ■'  '  ;  •  .' >  -ii!..  J  '--.irr 
"  We  HI  EiigtetUi  itmyfind'^t  cfifficfilt't^  eottlti 
^i  ^'soldtetb^^  iadkH'  nfe^ither  enibocHed  nor  ifriM^ 
mfigimieiitahi,  Th^tt^  has  BOt^Mi^^ 

^flfped'  th^ >keeh  ^scefhoHEWt  of 'th^'AmenMti 
^yetHmiht  t  heiiber,  ^#^re'  ^  t>fi«if ^t hftrged^ '  tfi 
^roclaMfttions  i^rid-othef-  >state^)»p«r), '^«4th 
rttM&kiYi^  the  'MilbfietifliiT^  dtiiMite  of  Hie^t^tlbi 
lici^  The  fact  k,  ef^f  ma*  in  thfe  United  Stlite^ 
nndel*  4S  ^eat^  bf  ttg^^  i»  %  m\M^imn\i  M^, 
ddHiig 'this?  war/  ielttended  ih  hhtvittlj  m  h% 
drilled;6r^^  tr&ihed/'  He  had  ^a^ttyr inr^fak>{i»s- 
session  ^itl^  a  mteket  br  a  ritied-^baf  i-elr  '^ifec^V 
knew  its  nsefr^m'biif  infancy  V  B*d  with'4tv 
therefore;  i^ould  do'  aft'^'mrti^tl '^ite6c(tibh*>3ti  it 
sm^ek  frock  or  plsiiiiodati  asifhe  wefrethenMst 
iipliBndid  tinifbrml  TheM^  M^ldiers  in  oliafeiii^* 
dresses  Were  the  -  inM  whcym  f«^-adtn<rat  CMk»- 
burn  so  frequentlyattackted  and  rented;  and 
who^  whenr  tbey  bad  reaUy  acted  upito^ithe 
character  of  ^^^  bob-tinnbatants,^^  Werjs  inviariabiy 
*spai^^  both  In  their  persons  iatid  propertiBf^ 
The  rear-admiral  wished  thcim/ifor  their  bwh 
sakes  only,  to  tenjain  neuttd^ ;  hut  ^  genettA 
Hidl)  in  his  famous   proclamation,  -  prepared 

•  Nofft  American  Rcriew,  Vor.  V.  p.  15B. 


CmiAdian  people  t^  becqqiA  qpeu.  traitBrfiito.  IJbeir 
«a«iatfj(;  9iid:yjyutediUpaB.4lii»iKi^;tba«t  n^^fiused^ 
9II ' '  the  borror^ ; and  calai^i ti^ .  qf  w^r^r?? . , . ; .  v. . 

43,  containing  about  40  men,  vndeir  th^;i'f>mT 
mAodLotf  lieutenant  Cfifiei.  first , of. thai;,  ilbipis^nd 
Qf.Ueut9ii9Wt,.{?.^9vage,;  Q^  tb^^  niArii^,  :F?i;# 
^spat^bed  up  Yflrk  i^iyiBr,  jyatbe  Che»a|ijdjiHf» 
^b^ut  OtttttbelJnited  States' jH^booner  ^uryej^u-, 
B^WOtipg  W?^  12r|H>und  ca^rppades.  Capt^in;>S^ 
Xl^i^til|ef  cpii)ma«<^er,  bad  furnisbed.  epcfcoi* 
hig  ipiepi  ii[i/l;Mj.t^'(»  mu$ikiets*  Tb^y  lield  tbeir 
iSre  until  th^  British  were  witbia  =  .pi^tol.sbpt ; 
l^t'tbej^t^f.  ppsbedipn,  and  finally. cacrie^:! be 
X0im}  by.bfiardipg,  with  the,  Ips^ ><rf>  three,  wen 
luUed^.^a^  six  Wplinded.  Captaii^  Trav.i^r  bad 
fiv^  in.equwQHnd«d«  ^  IJis  cneivv  ^inoontctd  to  1,6  ;t 
9nd :  30 ,  gallon ti  ^  ^vins  their  cpnd uct » }  as .  ,\i^lt :  as 
tkjUt  of ,  their   p^smmnd^r^  in  :(hei«o|iin.iau  of 

^«4t^D\ant  >  Cnr^e,  » that ,  >  that  offijcer  :.5^Mrn^ 

captaiiti.iTit^Viers  bi§  ^word^  ^accompj^ui^d  by,  a 
latter,  jpot  Jess,,  A^antplini^Q^aii^y ,  tp  b^m  :  tl¥W 

Qc^4itftbJ§  to  thoi  wrjttei'4.(.,JVIir»MTbpi»s0n  ,h^ 

SdfJ«4vI*>!  H  tepder?!  to>itb^;bpat*  pf  tbe  .^gat,e» 
avfd  d^y9^r^  ,]bhat,  tlwf'fpmse  of  tb^  British ^wia^s 
"  nine  times  ^p^rip:r"§  tp  that  on  hoai^  -tbe^ 
^y^S9^t    ,Mf5U tenant,  C^iri^V   letter  kHQOM 

^^  VMl  1:  Apjji  No.  4.  ^•'4-  Amfirican  ISrarJMoii.^.^l^ 
;|  Aipp;  Nd.  to.    '     ' '       §  Sketches  of  the  War,  ^^^  ^1^  * 
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hftve  sM  this  niaiter  rigbf^  MwA  €0^tf§d  in 
bofidr  I1JI0Q  the  British  Mflsnaniidiiig  dffl^err 
€itb«r  <>f  wbicb  reasoiis  woiiltf  {mffiee  to  jirevMrt; 
its  appearaace  in  the  pages  of  i\m  ^^  Sketches  ot 
tlie  War.''  None  of  the  ether  histerians  Imve 
notieed  the  aetiofK 

Adtmiial  VI  arren,  whokadleft  the  Chesapeake 
forBenkHida^  retimed  to  his  command  early 
ill  June ;  briiig^iaig  witb  him,  Mcording  t0 
neivUpajfier^Hocoent,  a  deraehment  of  hattalwnf 
taarines,  ISOO-streng}  aooof  theloadregimeM; 
350  df  the  Independc^nt  Foreigners/  or  Canadtail 
clmtsedrs;  an^SOOof  tlie  foyni  marioe^artilkrf ; 
4oul  3650  men. 

On  the  ISthf  of  Aine  H^M.S.  Junen,  of  40 
gtMifS,  aitebored  in  Hampton  rciads ;  and  eai>t«inf 
Sandc^rs  despatciied  his  boats  to  eaf^tiire  or 
destroy  any  vesi^ls  that  might  be^found  at  th# 
entrance  of:  James's  fiver.  CoitimcMlore  Joh» 
Cassin^tlienai^al  command  i«g^efiicer  at  Norfolk, 
o4i!^rvilig  thi»,  directed  the  1(>  goii-boaits' At  tkafr 
station  to  be  ttiaffned  ^if h  an^  additional  nwtm-^ 
het  of  seamc^n*  and  asarines  from^  the  ConsteHnv 
tion  fHgate,  then  mooi^  at  the  navj.ysfrd,  stiwy 
Vf'ith  50in4^ntry  from  Craney  Island ;  and,  itndi^ 
tb€f  command  of  captain  Tarbin,  to  attempt  tbo^ 
eajptuf^  or  destructioDl  of  the  Jun^n. 

If  vrai^  not  till  about  4  RM/on  the  20tb,tbtf 

-  /. 

this  forniidaUe  flotilla,  armed  ii'ith  upwacdjS  of 
9Q  ^Mns^  half  of  which  were  longp  33  und  ^4* 


j^nnderAi  md  Amimed  witli>  at  Ipast^  5Qa  queii, 
commencedl  it%  uttaek  n]^  il^  ilufioOf  ih^iT 
lyi»g    becidoied^     Captaii^:   Sailers,   warmljc 
retujPMd  tlieir  fir^.  mth    hiii  long  ^igl^eeni^; 
hofnoglhiit  th^  vtnild>(KN|.it€|iirtureto  apprp^c^ 
wttbm  yewh  ^f  Un^  <mrfi»iiad^iu  ;  Tbii;  Uie  giup^ 
brntk  dar€f<ilt(f  avoiidiDd ;  a^i  between  theoi  aad 
tbe  frigale^'m  .ditt^at  caiiMmi^>Terj«ligbrI^ 
iigaripw  to  ^itb^rpart^,  ws^  liuaiatainedi^ 
Huree  iq^iia^jtec:!  of  ant  hoWt    A,  bref  ze  ^aw  spraiig 
up-;  wbicb  eimbltd  tbe  iHanro&a)  of  42^  andtLf 
LauMwUaus,  of  ASigqns^  Ijing  about  j^ye  mi)^^ 
offyto  g«t  under  ik^etgbi  iu  tbe  bope  to  hav«i  31 
shave  in^the  amuseealent.    Tbe  Janoo,  abo^'wa^ 
at  ibis  tiiue  wider  iaiU  using  b^r  best  efTarts.lo 
give  a  more  serious  complexion  to  the  contest ; 
bat  cMimodeiQ  Cassia^,  wbo^  as^  he  /assures  us, 
was  lit  bi»  boat  during  tbe  wUoie  of  the  action, 
Mnsidefing  th^t  the  flotilla  bad  done  enough  to 
tntitl^  bim  t<^  d^splajr  both  bis  %hting|  and  hi^^ 
literntjr  qualiications,  ia  an  ^cial  liett^r*:  ^^Jf 
prudently  ordered  tbe.lj^  guA-tboaiU  t[o  make  the 
b^rt  eif  tMx  way  h^ck  to  ]Norfolk*f 

Cotnm^^o'h^  .Cassi^'s^  letter  *  <  iviil  afibrd  i| 
l>abcrf  treat,  when* it  ill  known^  that  t^eJiAaon, 
^  M  Mverc^  hJandled'^  as  tp  be  pli|f:ed  *^  vpoii 
a  d^)^  career  .wit b  a  UMniber  of  boats  and 
uligesrtund  heir,"  received  only  one  or  two  ishqts 
in  bar  buUt  4nd  sustained  no  other  loss  than  one 

*  A'pp.  N©.  It. 
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man  killed;  Tbree  of  tbe  gtfii4idattf  are  stated 
to  kav^' '  'feeei>ed  •  dmnage ;  >  one  •  ^man  w :  •  also 
acknowledge  tb  ba\%  >een  kiUodt,  >  and^:twp 
meri  trmindfed:''  The  Biirrosava  4S^gan  ^Irigate j 
is  utider950,  ^*^af  raze^^^  f^m  I640«d  ITOO^tont)^ 
yet  tlf^  American  *  comiliodor^  could  dwebviBr 
ho  difference  bet^een^tboseitwO'ckU;^ 
Mr.  Thomson  tstbeoiriy'ediitorwbo  baftrecdrded 
this  gtin-^oat  exploit.  H^d  dieclares-tbe  Jonon 
was  ^^miieb  shattered;'^  that  '^ tbe  Am^rieans 
had  Va  guns,  tlte  British,  190  and  upwards  ;?^ 
that  ^'cliptainTafbeirfi  conducts  as  .well  Jtui 
that  of  lieutenantH 'Gardner,  Henly,  alHiotkel1s^ 
received  the  fullest  approbation  of  tbe  sur- 
rounding garrisons,  and  of  tbe  citizens  of  Nbf^ 
fblk,"f  r:  .    ■■   I,'--.  :.  r  ;, 

-  Tbe  appearance  of  the 'two  frigates  and  sloop 
in  Hatnptonr  roads  sobn  brought  t6  Norfolk  and 
it^  Ticinfty  as  tnanjr  as  10000^ 'niiK(>ia;arvd  the 
wdrks,  redetitly  constructed^^;  tbefe,>  were -all 
iiianned,  Veady  ^r  defending  thtit  iiujI^Oftatit 
post;  At  liailypton',^  nlso, '^  terlitia  foroe^'had 
assembled  ;  and  batteries  w^i^  ^i^fing,  kr  Ms« 
that 'town  s4itfukl  proVe  the  ohj^ct  of  dttack;  > 

O^   the"  iiOth    of  June,    18  4Ail  of   Bri^iisfa 

iibip»,  consisting  W  three-  74s^  a*  64*  vrmr^^  M 

Jtitte^  fotti'  frigate,  ai^d  fite  -sloops,  traUKports^ 

ahd  tindfefsr,  lay  at  anchor;  the  neun^^ 'within 

i^t^erirtbe  furthest  off  ivitb^tf  ^^thirt^n^  ^milas 

t  James's  Nar.  Occurrrp.  H.     Sl^ctcltes  of  the  War,  p.  914* 
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oi  Cranejr  •  Island.  ■-  An  •  aasemUage  of  bolate 
at  tW^  items;  of  8evBral  o£.  tke  sliipSy  on  tiie 
'a£terBir>6n  <of  tbat  day,  gave  no  very  luiequiv^noal 
i^4ioe  td  the  people  on  abore,  ^ti^it  some.expe^ 
diiioo  ittas^  cm  foot.j .  Accofdingly^'  ^^  Ctaney 
Idaynd  being  jrathea  iwakly  inanned^-^*^  Ike  oom^ 
mandingii offices  : at ^Ned^k- sent  J50  of  the 
Gonstdllgition- a .  scwnea^ ;  and  marines,,  to  a  bat^^ 
tanf.Q^^  IS^poanders'on^  ^tlier  nortli^west^  and 
about  480  VJirgiDia  inUitia,texc)jafiiire  of  officers,! 
to  reinforce  adeta^hniei^tof^artiUery,  stationed 
with  tvroi  04  and  four  ^pounders  on  the  west^ 
side  of  tiike island*  CafKtldn  TairbdU^s  l^gaii-^ 
boat^  vrereiakot  injured;  in  ith^i  best  position  lor 
eontribo&Dg  to  <h^  4eflNiae  of  th^.post*    U  !  ^ 

Af^er>  two  days',  pbrade  t  of  boats ,  aind  baatlo 
amo^'Aie  British;  ships*  a  division* icrf  IT ior  IB 
boats,  < at  day ^light.on  the  »itieirni^g  of  tb<B^  SSd, 
departed  with  ^  aboot  jSlOa  inKria, . . Utoder .  Jiftfijibr- 
general-^Beckwitfa^'frofiad  ^h^j.poiut^  oi.Nan-^ 
temond}  mwig  r  .and  >  landed  ^  tkwi .  at  •  ,a, .  }>l4co 
ealled  Pig'^'^^pointi.  near  .to^xtbe^^naifrow  inlet 
aeparaling^tho»msm  limp  Qran^yilsland.  Owing 
to  .some*  iirrbr  in^  Aha  i  arrac^ment^ .  uiiei^pected' 
obstaolea  presented themselfnesM  jAnattaQ|:froia 
lbat»(|nartier  being  thetelbra  i^omidet^ed'  hopeiess* 
and  tl^pcisrtioa;  itself  ofotft  tenable^  ^tlie  jtroopi^ 
ia:the  eduhse^  oft  the^  rddy^oiGi-eihbi^rked,  and 
returned*to  the.sqiiriidrdn*^  r      .  •  i; ,  •  ,  v  . 
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A  seconds  dit? uoon  of  boats,  1& :  io  nitnibcv^ 
cwdtanoiog  a  detaidhMent  of  SOO  mm,  froM  tbe 
load  regiflMiit:^  Canadian  ckassaus,  aad  htntMtm 
Uoiii^aiarweSf  a^  about  SOasQanea,  tbt  wbaia 
ofoder  the  commaiid  of  captain  Pecbdti  «f  tba 
S4#  DoMngOi  amved^aiabotttllo^eloch  ia^tba 
ferenooDt  off  tbe  nortb-wefit  ^  side  of  the  iskuid^ 
directly  m  front  of  ibe  batlcvjr  manned  by  tba 
Cpnstdlatioa^iniem '  Greatdtfiereoceof  opinhai 
prevailed  ^momg  the  oftMts  engaged  in  tba 
expedition,  about  the  propriety  of  making"  th4 
attack  at  tbttt  lAA»of  tide,  it  being  tie«H:h#  ebk 
Gaplains  Hanebcftty  Af  and^,  and  RMmUy  of  tber 
engmeen^  wew  decidedly  againei>if;  captain 
Pechell  was  for  it;  and  be,  being  tie  seniov 
officer,  of  course  carried  his'  point.  .  Captain 
Hanohett 'then  volunteered'  to  lead  tbe  boats  ta 
tbe  attack' ;  whicb  he  was  permitted  to  do.- 

Captain'  lianebelt'A  boat  Was  the  DtadacfKli 
(amfiub,  carrying  a  M^^pound*  earroiiadts  tJMi 
only  boat  so « arnied  ib  ihe^  division; '  He  %ad 
fafaen  bis  slatioti  tabout  e»  ya^k  |t-head  of  tba 
otber  boatiB^;  'abd  wae  paliiag,  under  a;  ^^^ry 
heavy  end^  Idog^^eontinacd  firo^from  1  he  batteries^ 
directly  iti^front  of  them,  wbien'  bis  boat  onlbivi 
tunateiy  tb«4c  the  grooiid,  ^t  tbe  distamse  of 
about  lOtii  yards  frMn^tbe  mnultsof  tbe  entoiyfa 
gans.  Ci»ptuin  HnnebMt,  who  had  been  pra4 
Yiously  standing  up  in  his  beat/  aiiiitiatin^  hie 
men  to  batiten  forward^  new  wrapped  roMod  his 


t9Ui^rmth^Aiaieiae^whB/tiMy.  -  A«  ifattt  mitatit 
<^e  of  tbcr  seMsefi,  baring  pittiiged  bis*  boat* 
hook  over  the  side,  found  flifee  or  fetav  fcM  of 
^fimy  mad  lUrilte  bat^m.  A  check  fbo»  eOfec- 
fittttf  given  to  a  daring  enterpnse,  m  wkicb  all 
vmra  so  raad^  t^  J^yin,  captorn  Haachett  warred 
bk*  tKit  fi>r  the  boeils  system  to  keep  aHftoai.^  ^  In 
IJM  hurry  of  p«il&ng  and  ardor  of  the  mnt^ 
thm  warning  was  disregarded ;  and  owe  or  twm 
ai  t\m  boats  grounded^  I'wo  odtefs,  owing  to 
their  having  reoei^ed  sowe  siu>t  that  had  passed 
through  the  saiks  of  the  DiadMs's  launcrby  sasJu 
Id  the  meanwhile^  theAaiericanaat  the  batterjr^ 
we})  awar^  of  the  shoal,  had  anticipated  what 
happened;  and,  feeling  tbeif  awn  aeparity^ 
|K>i|r6d  kt  their  grape  and  eanisiter  with  destnie- 
the  afiect.  A'&^ufid  shot^  wbieb  had  passed 
thteugh  a  launch  on  the  starboard  side  of 
captain  Haneheit's  boat,  Mid  hilled  and  wcmnded 
seiN^ral  «ien,  struck  that  ^Hcer  ein  the  hip,  and 
he  instantly  fell ;  but  was  quickly  on  bis'legs 
l(gain.  While  he  wai  assistitig:  to  eave  the 
xlmi  that  ^re  struggling  in  the  Water,  in 
Mnseqnence  of  their  boat' having  been  suok^  a 
ISttgridge  shot  ^nteted  his  left  thigh;  '  This  gaU 
laiit  officer  stood  as  long  as  be  coold^  and 
Mid  fainted.  A  little  wMer,  however^  restored 
him;  and^  after  seeing  the  boats  withdrawn 
from  the  fire>  captain  Hanchett  went  to  the  veai: 
and  fieported :  liiuiself  to  captain  Pachallr  that 
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dfOQtei  the  M;aiind(4)  <>9ptaio  ordered  luxa»df4i!» 
be  fti^ft^finjto  a  Hglijter ;  bpat^  which  c94flKfJ^f4 
hiin^o  his  i^wm  «hipj^ >thfj.Diad«fli,  then  lyiqg  «M^ 

^u(^r  twelve  ;mil^,oC  .  .,  mvrt 

WbUe:  the  ,mi$n  from  the  sunken  bc^tts^  .41^ 
ivhQ  ce^sisted  c|i iedj: pf  the.Oauadian  Qhas^euMfti 
DC  ind^ehdent  Foreigoer^,  wi^re.  Micuggliiigid^ 
their  liv^iin  tlie  water  and  niudj  th^  CQWti^lli^ 
tion's  jttiannes^  and,  Jlhe  American  ;  infanti;^ 
waded  a  short  di^itajoeev  into,  the  .Wiateiv  aMi 
deliberately  fired .  at  i  ihej^^r  ,>  Wl^n  .mform^d  gf 
ihe^cirdumi^tanee;,  the  Aanertcan  authorit  ie$,-^f  lf]fr 
uatnrallyi  dedared:  it  nntrue :  a^  Jiad.b^ni^t 
quentl^c  ddner  before,  too,  :f  .an  invei9tigati^i\M^afi^ 
Qrder^;.^^  and.'whidk,  of  eourse.  /.'  r^iiultedrjiil 
a  complete; refutation  of  the  allegatio^s*'^^  ,.^^ 
the  faet  having  parsed  in  fall  .view^  not  onlj^^i)^ 
tIie.o#iCers  and  men  in  the  1  other  ^boats^tbut  of 
MT  T.  Sidney.  Beck  with  and  his  [part  jt^fr^ito 
tk^ir  portion  ba\th!(^«i9Lainr.land,  mxyt  ^Ueinpi^§|; 
danial; icouldf  o^y-add  to  tbe.enormitjr  :<if%tJM 

C^nce.    ::f)    »;:.!. iup    'iiif    i:,u    \U^     ....    ,i,,.i*ii\ 

;  Huddled  together^  as  tke/boats  were,^  hen^tb^ 
strujctk,  ihe  g^und;^tHti<d  that  within  c^nisit^Cr 
ra,ii|;e>^£a^ba^^yi  wbicdi  ikep^  npoii' t|i^m£*n 
incessafoit  firepf^moee  ihtiii'itiivQ.kouii6»'  duris^ftRi 
ittfeqhii^d  no  very, teaSpent  artillemt^  to  sjiflli 
IbcMwaf  tbe^  boals^raad  t^kiH  th^e  i»^pi;AW4 
womid*»si:xteen  ;iespeci||lly  whi^n'^aidtd  ^by  itk* 
musketis^of  those  bumani^iiidi.MiduaU.v^ho  wfid^d 

r.iUn  itetfioQhbf ike  VxtitBd tStal^* ¥iiL' III/ p.  a95<^ 


iiite: die: wilier'  t<i.Tfire-.at&^bbi>  diAwping;  crewi. 
In6ludi^  10/  seaEiiiea^n  Q8}:.are'ohi^ort#d>!.^ 
ButeiB^^'  Of^beseifiit  appfiws^  40(igaiied>tiie 
4dH>re,  and  ^^  deserted^:  to  \  (tlle> JtineHcaMi .  i.  As 
mMe  ^thitnf  tUat;  irarober  af/  niisffliig'  \  vapip^ir;  .4d 
liav«^beB>iiged  to  thet^ti^forcSga  compraniies,  this 
wfaates  lib  aurporiar ;  espfeciairy  ^tM^  only*  ali^fr- 
Jiative  left  to  tbemto  wis  rtp  become  prisoners 
a€  warJ>'>l4difaittitigthei  AJneKidad^atatenient  to 
becorr^etv  33  niast^haye  j^dfthed  in  tbe;\vatec ; 
the  in»jor|ty  of  whdita,  oiling  to;»  the  proximily 
iDftfae  siiikingr  boats  i 'to  the  Diadeaoi's  lawieb, 
dad  the  strinuous^etnerlidiis  edtuaptatii  Hankdiett 
^aad^Hs  meiitto  sare.the  droynning  cxe^Uy  ^ma&t 
ka^e  droppedi^'beneatb  itiie  •  niercilesii'  liuUets 
o£  tbe  Afnerifsaii  thmps^-"  Tha  ^whole  IbsaT^n 
dor  side,  wbi^ b,  >aj5^^we  have .  seea,  ^^anMiiinted  to 
81,  has  been  mbgnifiedbjrtli^  American  ^editors, 
to  ^  30Q ;  *  atid  libej  8|dd^«  wit^  a  degree  of 
-c^rohatioii)  rendered ridiealaua  by  the  poi^erleLs 
<$Qnditi6n  to  ^wbiobi  acddeiit  had  refduoed  t}ie 
inVading  ^party,  that  ^  ^^  on^  the  side  i  6f  the 
inTaded,  not  k  <man  was  either  i  .kiiledi .  or 
wounded/^'-    i  •  '•     ;;-•' 

i  ■  One  American  editor  makes  >^he  British  ferce 
that  arrived  in  front  of  the  -  islaiid»batterj(' 
»*^  about  4000  mei;^^  'many  ,«f  w^odn  ;  itere 
Fr^nch.t  and  those  that  landi^d  on  thp  main 
*•  upwards  of  800  soldiers;*'.  y.et,  in  Ihe.y^irj^ 

»  App:  No.  13-    '  'h  *ki<che8  of  tlic  War,  p.  ^1 5. 


#oldmi|  fiMiori,<i  aildl  marimB^  wetfe  qppMcid  tb 
480  Vif if^iiMi  .  aililTm  and  ISO  «ailof i  and 
manwrnsJ^^  Ihe  bttterieti  if«»  nothfaig  m^Hae 
ncoomft^  jtltfaoDf^  Mr.  Tboanon  iiad  ^9t  idave 
ieMing  4»  :arliat;deatriictkMi  ^lejr  bad  caanuid. 
Aaotbir  ledilor^  3l4*«  O^onncMr,  dedoims&^^Mt 
c  ^^  1500  fnen  attefai{ited  toT^and .  m  f rtxnt  of  .^^k 
island  ;'f  and  that  tli^  forae^dnU;  idniled  t«v  Ami 
amin  was  ^^  iitfviMtefll^  bjiUtaertseiai  and  vtbeat^ 
teexwed  8000  men J':{:  Tbd  fdstcript  to  coia- 
.  nodate  Casiw^i  HeMer  aintes^tbat  /^  4he  nadnber 
of  die  eneaiTf  engaged  in  Idie^attaek  it  as  aeaahr 
3000  ;'':t^  impljsihgv  ^ of  «iounie,  tfaa*  (thoae  mrt 
^afgaged  were  ^o^iudi^  iitim;  tba  estiainli^. 
,  iAnodier  writer^  iitliosa  ;|SMlit  araaid  be  cmtaiital 
to  ^iiestiony  .sajpfti-^^^JIn  tvUenkpt  tras  made 
against  CtOLuef  kland,  >hf  m  ibrce  ex^e^img 
1200  men  ;  m\i0  were  rrepuked  ^itb  (tisgrace  bf 
^00  raw  tiioopSy  saUeas  aild  ^bartnes^  wJMwcrt 
the  loss  of  a  waaenJ^  We  hkve^  in  ^addittbn  to 
Mr,  Thomsou-i»5  ^ttieral  Wiflkiosoa'shigh  antho- 
ritv  for  fttating,  ihat  a  part  of  the  iinradingforoe 
consisted  of  ^^  a  corps  designated  *  chas&ewrt  £irt^ 
immiquegy  composed  of  fbreiga  renegadoes  viinder 
British  o^aicers/'K 

It  iS'SWorisinir  witfa  what  £icilitf  the  Aaiehican 


•  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  215.  J  App.  No/ia. 

f  Hirt.  of  theWar,  p.  171. 

g  Wilkifttott'f  Mem.  Vol.  L.  p.  733. 
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vert  every  ^¥Mtt:  ii«  *  WGOvds  to  tlm  attioHsl 
adnmti^*€L  Tbe  >diMk  *««4ii^  tbec  txpeditiDn 
M|iel4efi4>^^  wfaen  tbe  4^iadeiii^»  iatiMik  anU 
ftmor thMe oif  tfack  ibusmiMst  boats  firtru^  tiMi 
gvdinidy  is  rapMsented^^'^'itmMiitflry  pdm^ 
ttBsod  by  tke  '''geAlitif  Ate  from  tki(d  hhtt^y  ;^^ 
ind  to  pnyvis,  ^eiiidedly,  th^ '  eiAstmmnB  of-  no 
•flier  ob^tade  ta  thelafiding  of  the  Brhisb,  than 
*^  Aim  gsXlMkt  TeftistfttiM  by  the  whral  dtirisioft 
tm  the  klaiid;^  Mr*  Tbemsoii  foI1o%?s  tip  %n 
»•  tnemeiitaiy  {Mmfie'^  wi*h,— **  £very«ittetti]it  t» 
uppreaeh  the  fthore  liavmg  heretofore  Aiiled^  the 
enemy  deternlineA  «on  rctttiraiirg  to  his  ^hipping 
wirii  as  tittle 'delay  as  p^issifote/^'^  Not^neof 
the  tttfaer  ^fstoriMfs  ttietftioflift  n  woMi  abotit  the 
Bntk/h  bttMshatimfg 'grounded :  aH  was  effected 
by  the  ^  in^tiniitiie  Amei'kan  seamen  and 
mauines."  We  have  seen  already,  and  «ha11  see 
igttin^ns'ire  prt>Med,^hat  the  Amerionniediters, 
in  their  histeries,atd  the  Amerioan  eomtoandeTK, 
ia  Cbeir  ofiieial  lettei^s,  can,  whe«  the  occasion 
<»nr«%  ^kiagnify  a  diffienlty,  be  it  ever  so  stight^ 
Into  one  whiefa  no  bravery  tan  syrmownt. 

The  {Mitiey  of  ^ittacfcing  Craney  islaoidy  asm 
niMns  #f  getting  at  Norfolk^  has  been  moch 
questioned ;  but  there  <»n  be  only  oae  opinion^ 
fiurely,  about  ^e  H^sdMH  <if  sending  boats,  in 
bread  day-^Ught,  Iso  feel  their  ivay  toth^  shoi^e, 

^♦«lcctdics6f  tfce^ar,  p.4l5.    '     /    f  Ap^.  No.  fJ. 
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arer  shoals. add :(iiuid4ianl;;Ai;  iati4ntb^l:il^*lA(* 

mosititl^eF  iiatioiij»,;  Che  ^mericaiisi^in  pJ^xtifilA^^$ 

the:Britiish.^b^  engaged;  in.  fe^|)^ition^  pfjtim 
niiture,  always <rest,.tl|^iF;,hop€!S  <^.siicxit^si,  up^ 

Valor  ratbtJir  tt^sm-ninnl^fr^f  ,;PuM]tiUi  It^ijt^ 
veUrof  d^riOie^^  been.  aHflwed  tO-s^ljeftiiVtb^ 
boats  fi^im  riew^^and  aa^.liofur.  of  ;tliei  ^\sM 
qboseil^ ; w4if  a  the.;  tid^i  Jw^  iqov^r0d,jhcj:,sjip»l» 
lil'ith.deep  if^er^i'tl^;  san)^  JUt^e  ^pafij:  iwiskt 

h*ve  carried  th^ibaAtf^ri^s.H/an()vfl.4^^^t^  .*? 
disgraceful  to  those  %\^t;  c^^4f  A^  bop^^^jibW 
to  th[os0;tbat  suiT^ed  io  it^^b^j^aico^jYexteid^iptff 
a  victory.  As  it  w»i»>.tbe;ajQriii>  of  C^iao^y  Isl^o^i 
dressed  up  to  advantage  in^theAn^^v^i^;?!!^  oflg^i^ 
accQunti  and  properly  .«o|]||m«ftte4^upop,  by  |(fe 
govemmei^t-^itpriS^  was  bai^.tbroMghoiil;  ^tkf 
union  as.  a .  glorioM  ^  triuoipbj  :  ftt .  for  Aine^it 
cansAotaQkl^ve*  ,,, ,.;.-.  ..  ,  .,•  ;/,  ,;   .//  .ii-u.Hi 

.  On  the  nigbt  of  the  2dtb  <if  June^tJbf:  eff^rqitiy^ 
men  of. the  103d  regiment,  i  Canadian  c.basi^uni^ 
and  battalioo^majrines ;  ako»: three  comptmiss 
of  ship's  marines,  the  wbole^amountingito  abouit 
•2000  men,  commanded,  by  miyocrgieneraL  ^B^ckt- 
.with,  embarked  in  a  division  pf  bbats^  pl£|0ed 
dnder  ;lhe:  order^s:  of,  rear-admiral  Clockbiirii^ 
and.;  covered  by  tbe^  MQha«^kirfoop„.and  Al^e 
launches  of  the  squadron^  > About  uh/^  au 
homf  befoTf  id^iy-ligbt  :ou  t;he^.'26tbs/tb^  adr 
Tance^  consisting  of    about  659    men,  alo^ig 


GREAT  BRITAIN  AND   AMERICA.  65 

with  two  6-pounders,  under  lieutenant-colonel 
Nhpier,  landed  two  miles  to  the  westward 
rf  Hampton^  a  town  about  18  miles  from 
Norfolk,  and  separated  from  it  by  Hampton- 
r^ads.  Shortly  afterwards,  the  main  body, 
consisting  of  the  royal  marine-battalions  under 
lieatenant-eolonel  Williams,  landed  ;  and  the 
whole  moved  forward. 

A  full  detail  of  the  little  skirmishes  that 
ensued  with,  certainly,  a  very  inferior  body  of 
militia,  will  be  found  in  Admiral  Warren's  and 
jir  Sydney  Beckwith's  despatches.*  As  might 
be  expected,  the  town,  and  its  seven  pieces  of 
eannon,  fell  into  our  hands^  after  a  trifling  loss 
of  five  killed,  33  wounded,  and  10  missing  ;* 
or,  according  to  Mr.  Thomson,  of  "90  killed 
and  120  wounded .^^f  The  Americans  admit  a 
loss  of  seven  killed,  12  wounded,  11  missing, 
and  one  prisoner  ;  total  31. f 

Our  force,  on  this  occasion,  has  been,  by  the 
American  editors,  more  fairly  stated  than 
usual;  but  they  have  contrived  to  make  it 
up,  by  proportionably  diminishing  their  own. 
Mr.  Thonison  telU  tis  that,  early  in  June,  fromt 
^^  the  suspicious  movements  and  menacing  atti- 
tudes^^ of  the  British  squadron  lying  in  Hamp- 
ton-roads, *^  the  citizens  of  all  the  surrounding 
towns  became  apprehensive  o^  an  attack  ;"  that 

♦  A  pp.  N'os.  14  and  15.' 

+  Sketches  of  the- War,  p.  ^40. 
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^^  at  Norfolk  the  militia  force  very  soon  cpn-* 
sdsted  of  10000  men  ;"  but  that  '^  at  Hampton,^ 
a  force  of  not  more  than  450  had  yet  been 
organized."  After  the  British  squadron  had 
practised,  during  three  weeks^  ''  suspicious 
movements  and  menacing  attitudes/^  in  the 
very  front  of  Hampton,  within  18  miles  of  which, 
*^  10000  men'^  had  already  been  collected^ 
Mr.  Thomson  gravely  enumerates  the  force  that 
resisted  the  British,  when  they  attacked  ^tnd 
carried  the  town  of  Hampton,  at  ^^  438  men  ;^'* 
9  smaller  number  even,  than,  at  the  very  com* 
mencement  of  these  ^^  suspicious  movements  and 
menacing  attitudes,'^  he  admits,  had  then  beea 
organized.  Upon  the  whole,  therefore,  we  shall 
incur  no  risk  of  over-rating  the  American  force 
at  Hampton,  by  fixing  it  at  1000  men. 

A  subject  next  presents  itself  for  investigation, 
upon  which  it  is  painful  to  proceed.  As  sooii 
as  the  Americans  were  defeated,  and  driven 
from  Hampton,  the  British  troops,  or  rather, 
"the  foreign  renegadoes,*^  (for  they  were  the 
principals),  forming  part  of  the  advanced  force, 
commenced  perpetrating  upon  the  defenceless 
inhabitants  acts  of  rapine  and  violence,  which 
linpitying  custom  has,  in  some  degree,  rendered 
inseparable  from  places  that  have  been  carried 
by  storm  ;  but  which  are  as  revolting  to  human 
nature,  as    they    are    disgraceful    to  the    flag 

*  Sketches  of  the  War^  p.  918. 
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that  would  sanction  them.  The  instant  these 
circumstances  of  atrocity  reached  the  ears  of  the 
British  commanding  officer^  orders  were  given 
to  search  for,  and  bring  in^  all  the  Canadian 
chasseurs  distributed  through  the  town ;  and, 
when  so  brought  in,  a  guard  was  set  over  them. 
The  officers  could  do  no  more :  they  could  not 
be  at  every  man's  elbow,  as  he  roamed  through 
the  conntry  in  search  of  plunder ; — and  plunder 
the  soldier  claims  as  a  right,  and  will  have,  when 
the  enemy  has  compelled  him  to  force  his  way 
at  the  point  of  the  bayonet. 

No  event  of  the  war  was  so  greeted  by  the 
government-editors,  as  the  affair  at  Hampton. 
All  the  hireling  pens  in  the  United  States  were 
put  in  requisition,  till  tale  followed  tale,  each 
out-doing  the  last  in  horror.  The  language  of 
the  brothel  was  exhausted,  and  that  of  Billings- 
gate surpassed,  to  invent  sufferings  for  the 
American  women,  and  terms  of  reproach  fbr 
their  British  ravishers.  Instances  were  not  only 
magnified,  but  multiplied,  tenfold ;  till  the 
whole  republic  rang  with  peals  of  execration 
against  the  British  character  and  nation.  A  feW 
of  the  boldest  of  the  anti-government  party 
stood  up  to  undeceive  the  public,  but  the  voice 
of  reason  was  drowned  in  the  general  clamour  ; 
and  it  became  as  dangerous,  as  it  was  useless,  to 
attempt  to  gain  a  hearing.  The  *'  George-town 
Federal  Republican,"  of  July  7j  a  newspaper 

f2 
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published  jiist  at  the  verge  of  Washington-city, 
'and  whose  editor  has  the  happy  priyiledge  of 
^remaining  untainted  amidst  a  corrupted  atmor 
sphere,  contains  the  following  account : — "  The 
statement  of  the  women  of  Hampton  being 
violated  by  the  British,  turns  out  to  be  falke. 
A  correspondence  upon  that  subject  and  tbe 
.pillage  said  to  have  been  committed  there,  ha^ 
taken  place  between  general  Taylor  and  admiral 
iWarren.  Some  plunder  appears  to  have  beiin 
committed,  but  it  was  confined  to  the  FreniSh 
troops  emplo}  ed.  Admiral  Warren  complain&, 
oil  his  part,  of  the  Americans,  having,  continued 
to  fire  upon  the  struggling  crews  of:  tbe  bargei^, 
after  they  were  sunk.^* 

It  will  be  scarcely  necessary  to  mention,  that^ 
so  far  from  the  above  statement,  ot  any  thing 
-at  all  resembling  it,  appearing  in  the  American 
histories  from  which  we  occasionally  extract,rr- 
the  most  violent  paragraphs  out  of  the  most 
violent  journals,  have  alone  that  high  honor 
assigned  to  them.  One  author,  the  reverend 
doctor  Smith,  has,  unfortunately, — heedless  bow 
he  prostituted  his  superior  talents, — dressed  .up' 
these  calumnies  in  far  more  elegant  language 
than  either  of  his  contemporaries. 

Almost  immediately  after  the  affair  at  Hamp^ 
ton,  captain  Smith,  who  commanded  the  twQ 
companies  of  Canadian  chasseurs,  waited  upon 

♦  See  p.  60.  ] 
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the  commander-in-chief,  and  informed  him  that, 
having  remonstrated  with  his  men  for  their< 
behaviour  at  Hampton,  they,  one  and  all, 
declared,  that  they  would  show  no  quarter  to 
any  American  whatever,  in  consequence  of  their 
comrades  having  been  so  basely  fired  at,  when 
without  arms,  in  the  water,  before  the  batteries 
at  Craney  Island.  Upon  captain  Smith's  ex- 
pressing himself  convinced  that  these  foreigners 
would  act  up  to  their  determination,  sir  John 
Warren  ordered  the  two  companies  away  from 
the  American  coast ;  and,  although  troops  were 
subsequently  much  wanted  in  that  quarter,  the 
Canadian  chasseurs,  or  Independent  foreigners, 
were  never  again  employed  in^  the  British 
service. 

On  the  11th  of  July,  sir  John  Warren  detached 
rear-admiral  Cockburn,  with  the  Sceptre  74, 
(into  which  ship  he  had  now  shifted  his  flag,) 
the  Romulus,  Fox,  and  Nemesis,  all  arm6e  en 
jlute^  the  Conflict  gun-brig,  and  Highflyer  and 
Cockchafer  tenders ;  having  on  board  the  103d' 
regiment,  of  about  500  rank  and  file,*  and  a 
small  detaehment  of  artillery,  to  Ocracoke 
harbor,  situate  on  the  North-Carolina  coast ;  for 
the  purpose  of  putting  an  end  to  the  commerce 
carried  on  from  that  port,  by  means  of  inland- 
navigation,  and  of  destroying  any  vessels  that 
might  be  found  there*  '  During  the  night  of  the 
*  Afterwards  sent  to  the  Canadas. 
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12th,  the  squadron  arrived  off  Ocracoke  bar  ; 
aud,  at  two  o'clock  on  the  following  inorni[i|g^ 
tha  troops  were  embarked  in  their  boats;  whichy 
accoaipanied  bj  the  Conflict  and  tenders,  pallet 
in  three  divisions,  towards  the  shore.  Owing 
to  the  great  distance  and  heavy  swells  the. 
advanced  division,  coinmanded  by  lieutenai(i!ii 
Westphall,  fir/st  of  the  Sceptre,  did  not  re^cJi: 
the  shoal-point  of  the  harbor,  behind  which  t^^ 
i/irge  armed  vessels  were  seen  at  anchor,  tilj^ 
qonfifiderabjy  after  day-light :  consequently,  thfi 
enemy  was  fully  prepared  for  resistance,  Th^l 
instapt  the  boats  doubled  the  point,  th^y  weife 
fired  upon  by  the  two  vessels;  hut  li^ute|iai|1^ 
Wei^tphall,  under  cover  of  son^e  rockets,  puHed 
direcity  for  them ;  and,  had  just  gotto  the  bHg'i' 
bows,  when  her  crew  cut  the  cables  and  ^hain- 
dpned  her.  The  schooner's  colours  were  h^iu^edT 
cjown  by  the  enemy  aboi|t  the  same  time.  Tbe, 
latter  vessel  proved  to  be  the  Atlas,  letter  9^ 
qii^rqua,  of  Philadelphia,  mpunlixig  10  gui:^,^Qfii| 
lpei^uri^g^40  tons  :  the  fbriper,  the  An^cond^t 
l/^ttn^r.pf  mj^rq^^  of  New  York,  mounting  J8  loijg: 
|yL-|H>uqc}#irs,  and  meHSurlng  387  tons, 

In  the  coMpse  qf  the  aborning  th^  troops  \fi^K% 
k^l[)|cled'»  and  took  possession  of  Ocrappl^e  ^i^\ 
tl)e  ^pwn  of  Portsn^outh,  without  the  sligt^t^st, 
oppQi^itipn,  The  inhabitants  behaved;  ^Ub 
ic^vility,^nii  their  property  was,^  in  consequ^|i<)6,. 
not  mpleste^  i  althQug;h  bpth.  Mr,  Thompson 
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and  Mr.  O'Connor  have  stated  differently.  One 
says :  —  '*  About  3000  men  were  landed  at 
Portsmouth  ;  where  they  destroyed  the  private 
property  of  the  inhabitants,  and  treated  the 
place  with  no  more  forbearance  than  they  had 
shewn  at  Georgetown  and  Fredericktown.^'* 
Mr.O'Contior  makes  the  attacking  party  amount 
to  no  more  than  *^  between  7  and  800 ;''  de- 
clares that  *'  the  jbuntry  was  pillaged  and  laid 
waste  by  the  enemy  for  several  miles  ;''t  and^ 
having  found  out  that  some  women  died,  and 
others  were  taken  ill,  in  the  neighbourhood, 
about  the  time  of  the  attack,  supposes  that  it 
all  arose  from  '^  apprehensions  of  being  treated 
Kke  the  unfortunate  females  at  Hampton.'*f — 
After  remaining  on  shore  for  two  days,  rear- 
admiral  Cockburn,  with. his  troops  and  seamen, 
fe-embarked  ;  not,  it  wodftd  appear,  because  he 
had  performed  the  service  entrusted  to  him, 
but — on  account  of  his  "  not  feeling  himself 
competent  to  the  attack  on  Newburn,  now  that 
its  citizens  were  preparing  to  receive  him.''* 
No  sooner  had  the  British  departed,  than  the 
American  militia  flocked  to  the  post;  thus 
presenting  us  with  a  new  system  of  military 
defence. 

*  Sketches  of  the  Wjir,  p.  224.     i  Higtorj  of  the  War,  p.  178. 
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CHAPTER  XIII, 

I 

.  I        '    ■ 

Commencement  of  the  campaign  o/"  1,814 — Spirited 
capture^  by  militia^  of  a  superior  detachment  of 
American  regulars^  on  the  Thames^  17.  C.-^  Unsuc- 

.  cessful  assault  upon  an  American  log^redoubt""^ 
Contemplated  re-capture  of  forUNiagara^  and 
attack  upon  Kingston — Major-general  Brotm^s 
mistake  —  His  arrival  at  Buffaloe  —  General 
Wilkinson^ s  plan  of  obstructing  the .  Richelieu--^ 
American  incursion  into  Lower  Canada-^ Asse^H'^ 
blage  of  general  Wilkinson'^ s  army  at  Champlc^ 
— His  advance  to,  and  attack  upon.  La  CoUe^ 
mill —  Intrepid  behaviour  of  the  garrison-^ 
Repulse  of  the  Americans,  and  their  departura 
from  the  province — 'American  defensive  prepara^ 
tions  at  Vergennes— ^British  flotilla  on  Lak^ 
Champlain — -Ineffectual  attack  upon  an  Ameri^ 
can  battery  at  Otter  Creek — Assault  upon,-  ar^ 
capture  of  Fort*  Oswego  — Pub  lie  property  found 
there-—  American  incursion  into  the  village  of 
Dover,  at  Long  Point ;  and  destruction  of  all 
the  dwelling' houses  and  other  buildings  there^^-^. 
Remarks  on  that  proceeding. 

From  the  languid  climate  of  the  Chesapeake^ 
we  are  again  suddenly  called  to  the  bracing 
regions  of  the  Canada^,  against  whose  towns  and 
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inhabitants  the  United  States'  troops  were  still 
marching,  with  augmented  numbers  and  reno- 
Tated   hopes.     General  Harrison's  victory  had 
placed  the  western  district  of  Upper  Canada,  at 
the  mercy  of  every  petty  detachmentwhich  major- 
general   Cass  might  send  from  the  garrison  of 
Detroit.     Early  in  December  the  proceedings  of 
a  foraging  party  of  44  of  general  Cass's  regulars, 
under  lieutenant  Larwell,   reached  the  ears  of 
Mr.  Henry  Medcalf,  a  young  man  residing  near 
Long  Point.     Althouigh  the   depredators  were 
traversing  the  banks  of  the  river  Thames,  full 
120  miles  off,  and  the  Canadian  militia  at  this 
time    disembodied,*    lieutenant    Medcalf    as- 
sembled  three  serjeants  and  seven  rank  and  file 
of  his  own,  the  Norfolk  militia ;    and,  on  the 
16th    of    the    month,    commenced  his  march ^ 
hoping  to  gain  an  accession  of  volunteers  on  his 
route.     At  Fort-Talbot,  distant  65  miles,  he  was. 
joined  by  one  lieutenant,  one  ensign,  one  ser-. 
jeant,  and  seven  rank  and  file  of  the  Middlesex 
militia ;  also,  by  a  serjeant  and  six  rank  and 
file  of  captain  Coleman's  provincial  dragoons. 
Thus  reinforced,  lieutenant  Medcalf  advanced 
to  Chatham,  about  50  miles  further;  where  he^ 
YF9S  joined  by  a  lieutenant  and  eight  rank  and 
file  of  the  K^nt  militia;  making  his  total  nuni-» 
b^r,  including  oflicers,  37.     While  at  Chatham,' 
the  commanding  officer  of  this  little  expedition 

♦  See  p.  6, 
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ascertained,  that  the  objects  of  his  search  were 
at  a  house  belonging  to  one  Macrae^  situate 
on  the  river-side.  0>ving  to  the  length  and 
rapidity  of  the  march,  eight  of  the  men  were 
quite  worn  out  with  fatigue.  Leaving  these, 
thferefore,  as  a  guard  over  the  dragoon  horses, 
lieutenant  Medcalf  hasftned  to  Macrae^s,  with 
the  remaining  28  of  his  party. 

On  arriving  near  the  house,  the  door  was  found 
closed,  and  the  45  American  regulars  had  posted 
themselves  inside;  as  if  intending  to  make  a 
desperate  resistance.  Serjeant  James  M^Quee», 
of  the  2d  Norfolk  militia,  took  a  very  ready 
method  of  gaining  admittance :  he  burst  open 
the  door  with  the  but-end  of  bis  musket.  The 
JtO  Canadian  militia-men  immediately  entered  ; 
aiid^  after  a  short  scuffle,  in  which  two  of  the 
Americani9  were  killed,  and  three  made  their  es- 
cape, took  as  prisoners  lieutenants  Larwell,  Fisk, 
and  Davies,  tM'o  Serjeants,  two  corporals  and  33 
rank  and  file,  of  the  United  States^  regular  army» 
total  40 ;  with  their  arms  in  their  hands.  As 
soon  as  this  affair  was  made  known  at  the  head- 
quarters of  the  right  division,  lieutenant-ge- 
neral Drummond  promoted  lieutenant  Med- 
lialf ;  and  c^hefvvise  testified  his  approbation  of 
the  judgment  and  gallantry  which  that  ofBcer 
had  so  successfully  displayed.  One  of  the  pri- 
vates, Reuben  Alwood,  present  at  the  attack^ 
was  still  in  a  weak  state  of  health,  owing  to  a 


OBBAT  BRITAIN   AND  AMBRIGA.  75 

severe  wound  he  bad  received  in  resisting  the 
attack  upon  the  Red  House,  in  November,  1813.^ 
A  sailor's  boarding-pike  was  then  thrust  into  bis 
left  eye,  and  actually  passed  out  at  the  back  of 
his  ear  !  If  50  American  regulars,  beaded  bj  a 
captain,  succeed  in  capturing  seven  or  eight 
Canadian  militia,  headed  by  a  corporal,  the  event 
finds  a  place  in  the  pages  of  an  American  ^'  his- 
tory/' Yet  we  have  searched  in  vain  for  any 
American  account  of  the  capture  of  lieutenant 
LarweU,  and  39  American  regulars,  by  lieutenant 
Medcalf  and  28  Canadian  militia. 

Tbe  re-possession  of  the  Niagara  frontier  had 
enabled  lieutenant-general  Drummond,  early 
in  February,  to  detach  a  small  force  of  regulars^ 
to  check  the  further  inroads  of  the  Americans, 
along  the  Detroit  and  Lake-Erie  shores.  A  part 
of  this  force,  consisting  of  the  two  flank  compa-^ 
Bias  of  the  Royal  Scots,  the  light  company  of 
the  89tb,  and  a  detsichment  of  rangers  and  Kent 
mililim,  under  captain  Caldwell,  in  all  196  rank 
and  file,f  was  stationed  at  Delaware-town,  an- 
Indiim  village  on  tbe  banks  of  the  Thames 
about  34  mi^s  above  the  Moravian  village. 
Late  on  the  night  of  the  3d  of  March  ihforma- 
tiou  arrived,  that  an  American  foraging  party 
W9S  at  Longwood,  about  15  miles  along  the 
Moravian-town  road.  Accordingly  at  daylight 
tbe  next  morning,  captain  Basden,  of  tlie  89th, 

♦  See  Vol.  L  p.  111.  f  App.  No.  16. 
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moved  forward,  with  the  three  flank  companies 
and  the  militia ;  also  about  50  Iitdians,  under 
colonel  Elliot^  of  the  Indian  department. 

The  American  party  consisted  of  a  detach- 
ment, of  rangers  and  mounted  infantry,  of  the 
S4th,  and  -SSth  regiments,  amounting  to  160 
irank  and  file,  under  captain  A.  U.  Holmes^  of 
the  24th  ;*  which  detachment  had  been  sent 
from  Detroit,  since  the  21st  of  February,  by 
lieutenant-colonel  Butler,  who,  in  the  absence 
pf .  major-general  Cass,  was  now  the  command-* 
ing  officer.  Captain  Holmes,  having  gained  i^^ 
telligence  of  the  approach  of  the  British,  fell 
back  five  miles,  to  the  Twenty-mile  ;Creek; 
wb/ere  there  was  a  wide  and  deep  ravine,  bounded 
Qn  each  side  by  a  lofty  height.  Oji  the  westera 
beight  captain  Holmes  established  an  encamp*^ 
ment^  in  the  form  of  a  hollow  square  ;  covering 
it, on  .three  sides  with  a  redoubt,  or  breastwork^ 
of  felled  trees.  Here,  confiding  in  the  strengtb 
of  his  position,  the  American  commands 
aw  aited  the  attack  of  the  British. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  March,  captaiif 
Basden,  with  his  detachment,  appeared  on  the 
height  facing  that  on  which  the  enemy  was 
posted.  The  snow  was,  at  this  time,  about  15 
inches  deep,  with  a  strong  crust  on  the  top; 
thus  rendering  the  approach  to  the  enemy^6 
entrenchment  still  more  difficult.     Those  pre- 

•     ♦App.  No.  10;j 
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sent,  who  were  well  acquainted  with  the  country, 
ofiered  to  lead  the  troops,  by  a  circuitous  route, 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy ;  but  captain  Basden 
preferred  a  direct  attack,  not  only  as  more  con- 
sonant to  his  own  gallant  spirit,  but,  in  order 
to  shew  a  good   example  to  the  militia,  and 
make,  as  he  thought,  a  lasting  impression  upon 
the  American  troops.     Captain  Basden/ having 
directed  the  militia  to  make  a  flank  movement 
to  the  right,  and  the  Indians  to  do  the  same  to 
the  left,  dashed,  with  his  regulars,  down  one 
height,   across  'the   ravine,    and   up  the   other 
height,  to  withiii  about  threie  yards  of  the  log^ 
entrenchment.     Here  they  were  received  by  a 
quick  succession  of  heavy  and  destructive  volleys 
from  the  sheltered  Americans;  and, after  several 
vain  but  gallant  efforts  to  carry  the  work,  were 
compelled  to  retire,  with  the  loss  of  one  captain, 
one  lieutenant,  and  12  rank  and  file,  killed;  and 
one  captain,  (captain  Basden,)  one  lieutenant, 
five  serjeaiits,  and  42  rank  and  file,  wounded:; 
also,  one  volunteer  wounded  and  taken  prisoner, 
and  one  bugleman  missing;  total, 65.     The  loss 
of  the   Americans,   as  a  proof  how  completely 
they  were  sheltered,  amounted  to  no  mbre  than 
four  killed,  and  four  wounded.     The  British, 
however,   were  allowed  to  retire   without  any 
pursuit ;  and  captain  Holmes  soon  afterwards 
abandomed  his  position.     Colonel  Butler,  in  his 
letter,  does  credit  to  the  gallantryof  the  British; 
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but  Mr.  Thomson,  the  only  editor  who  appears 
to  have  noticed  the  affair,  claims,  as  usual^ 
the  whole  for  his  countrymen. 

The  Upper  Canada  peninsula  was  intended 
to  be  the  first  point  of  serious  attack^  in  the 
campaign  of  1814.  The  object,  as  explained  in 
Mr.  Secretary  Armstrong's  letter,  of  date  the 
30th  of  January,  was  to  compel  us  to  abandan 
our  frontier  posts  on  that  line,  including  Fort* 
Niagara;  and  to  prevent  our  sending  detach* 
ments  westward,  against  Amherstburg  and  De- 
troit, or  against  the  American  shipping  at  Erie 
and  Put-in  bay.*  For  this  service,  2400  regular^ 
militia,  and  Indians,  were  to  be  placed  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Scott.f  The  recapture  of 
Fort-Niagara,  which  was  the  principal  object; 
was  considered  to  be  no  difficult  task,  with 
S400  men  ;  because  it  was  known  to  be  ^'  gar* 
risoned  with  only  from  250  to  300  men^^^  and 
that  the  British  ^^  kept  no  guards  outside  tbe 
fort.":]:  But  general  Wilkinson,  a  portion  of 
whose  troops  was  to  assist  in  making  up  thia 
force,  desirous  to  monopolize  all  the  glory  of 
invading  the  Canadas,  threw  obstacles  in  the 
way,  and  defeated  the  plan. 

7  he  Canadian  snows  were  allowed  to  remain 
untrodden  by  hostile  steps,  except  now  and  theb 
a  predatory  incursion^  for  one  month  longe? ; 

*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  614.         +  See  p.  MO. 
+  Ibid.  p.  618. 
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when  the  Aaierican  secretary  at  war,  under  date 
of  Februarjr  21st,  says^o  major-general  Brown, 
at  Sackett^s  harbor  : — *'  You  will  immediately 
consult  with  commodore  Chauncey,  about  the 
readiness  of  the  fleet  for  a  descent  on  Kingston, 
the  moment  the  ice  leaves  the  lake.  If  he  deems 
it  practicable,  and  you  think  you  have  troops 
enough  to  carry  it,  you  will  attempt  the  expe* 
dition.  In  such  an  event,  you  will  use  the 
enclosed  as  a  ruse  de  guerreJ*^  The  **  enclosed'* 
was  as  follows: — ^^  Public  sentiment  will  no 
loiiger  tolerate  the  possession  of  Fort-Niagar^  by 
the  enemy.  You  will,  therefore,  move  the  divi- 
sion which  you  brought  from  French  Mills,  and 
invest  that  post.  Governor  Tompkins  will 
co-operate  with  you  with  5000  militia;  and 
colonel  Scott,  who  is  to  be  made  a  brigadier, 
will  join  you.  You  will  receive  your  instruct 
tions  at  Onondaga  Hollow."* — Having  to  wait 
two  months,  at  least,  ere  commodore  Chauncey's 
fleet  could  move  on  the  lake,  general  Brown  was 
the  more  easily  led  to  mistake  the  fictitious, 
for  the  real,  point  of  attack  ;  and  accordingly 
marched,  through  snow  and  water,  to  Onondaga 
Hollow ;  a  village  so  named,  distant  about  70 
miles  from  Sackett's  harbor.  Immediately  on 
bis  arrival^  a  brother-officer  pointed  out  to  him 
his  error  ;  and  back  to  Sackett's  harbor  waded 
tlie  general  and  his  2000  men :  where  we  will 

*    WilkinsosL's  Memoirs,  Vo].  I.  p.  642. 
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leave  them  to  recover  from  their  fatigue ;  white 
we  take  a  view  of  operations  going  oii  in  general 
Wilkinson's  neighbourhood. 

Captain  Pring's  two  sloops  and  gun-boats,  or; 
as  Mr.  Thomson  prefers  calling  them,  '^tbe 
British  fleet  destined  to  operate  upon  Lake 
Champlain/'  had  been  laid  up  for  the  winter  at 
St.  John's,  situate  about  40  miles  down  thc^ 
Richelieu.  To  prevent  this  *'  fleet^^  from  prac- 
tising the  same  annoyance  which  it  had  done  id 
the  preceding  summer,*  general  WilkinsO0^ 
wh9^  with  his  *army,  was  still  at  PlattsboTgl 
sent  an  officer  of  engineers,  on  the  4th  of  Alarcii^ 
to  reconnoitre,  with  the  view  of  fortify ingi 
Rouse's  point,  on  the  Richelieu,  distant  abofut 
26  miles  from  St.  John^s  ;  and  close  to  wbidt 
point  is  the  ship-channel  into  the  lake.  Sobii^ 
delay  occurred  in  commencing  upon,  and  tb^ 
early  breaking  up  of  the  ice  defeated  altogether! 
this  most  eligible  plan.  vr 

The  uncommon  forwardness  of  the  seasoil 
kept  no  pace  with  general  Wilkinson's  warlike 
spirit.  He  longed  to  be  at  the  Canadians ;  if 
only  to  punish  them  for  treating  him  so  scurvilyj 
on  his  way  down  the  St.  Lawrence.  Thus  beat 
on  revenge,  the  general,  on  the  19th  of  Mar^b^ 
advanced^  with  his  army,  from  Plattsburg  toc 
Chazee,  on  the  road>to  Champlain,  a  villagiei 
distant  about  three  miles  from  the  boundary-line ; 

♦  See  Vol.  I.  p.  242. 
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smd  tben  d^tacbfed  brigadier-general  Macomb^, 
with  a  corp9  of  riflemen,  and  a  brigade  of  in* 
fantrvvin  sleighs^  across  the  ice,  to  Isle  la  Motte;. 
and  thence  to  Swanton,  Vermont,  ne^r  to  Mis^ 
sisqui  baj)  on  Lake  Champlaini  On  the  22d. 
this  corps  crossed  the  line  of  separation  between 
the  United  States  and  Lower  Canada,  and  took 
possession  of  Pbillipsburg,  a  village  of  60  or  70 
bouses,  situate  on  the  edge  of  the  bay,  about, 
one  mile  within  the  lines.  On  the  next  day  ^me 
cannon  followed  the  detachment ;  but,  on  the 
26th,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  suffering  inhabitants! 
the  American  troops,  with  their  artillery,  suddenly 
re-ctossed  the  lake  toChamplain ;  wbithc<er  the 
general  hadsinpe  advanced,  with  the  main  body 
oftjiearmy.  On  the  29th  of  March,  we  find, 
the  general  at  the  head  of  ^^  3099,"  or  as,  for  the 
reader^s  ewe,  we  shall  say,  4000,  ^^  combatants^ 
including  100  cavalry,  and  304  artillerists,  with 
U  jfi&Qi^  of  artillery.*'*  Against  1800  British 
regulanii^  9nd  500  militia,  which  the  general 
«S8ures  a  council  summoned  on  the  occasion, 
are  stationed  at  LaCoUe  mill,  distant  eight  miles 
from  Champ^n,  and  seven,  in  an  opposite  direc- 
tion^  from  Isle  aux  Noix,  it  is  determined  that  the 
army  shall  immediately  proceed.  The  prepara- 
tory *^  general  order'^l  is  very  fujl  and  explicit,^ 
It  is  there  fixed,  that  the  troops  shall  ^^  return 
victorious;^'    nor  are   th^y  to  '^  give  ground'* 

*  App,  No.  17.  f  Ibid,  No.  18. 
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against  **  double  the  force  of  the  enemy /^    Te 
provide^  also,  against  any  accidental  defeotioBf 
and,  by  way  of  ojierating  as  an  additional  sti- 
mulus to  glory,  on  the  part  of  the  troops, "  a  tried 
Serjeant  will  form  ^  supernumerary  rank,  and 
instantly  put  to  death  any  man  who  goes  back.''^ 
The   American    army   commenced  its  short 
march  at  10  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  30th ; 
and,  while  the  troops  are  trudging,*  ancle-deep 
in  S90W  and  water,  to  effect  the  fourth  invasion 
of  Canada,  we  will  exhibit  our  account  of  the 
British  force  in  the  vicinity  of  the  lines.     At 
St.  John's,  distant  about  14  miles  from  Isle  aux 
Noix,  and  21  from  the  mouth  of  La  Colle  river, 
were  stationed,  under  the  command  of  lieuten- 
ant-colonel Sir  William  Williams,  of  the  ISth 
regiment,  six  battalion-companies  of  that  regi- 
ment, and  a  battalion  of  Canadian  militia ;  num- 
bering, altogether,  about  750  rank  and  file.     At 
Isle  aux  Noix,  where  lieutenant-colonel  Richard 
Williams,  of  the  royal  marines,  commanded, 
were  stationed  the  chief  part  of  a  battalion  of 
that  corps,  and  the  two  flank  companies  of  the 
13th  regiment ;  in  all  about  550  rank  and  file: 
The  garrison  of  La  Colle  mill,  at  which  major 
Handcock,  of  the  13th  regiment  commanded, 
consisted  of  about  70  of  the  marine-corps,  one 
corporal,  and  three  marine-artiilerymen,  captain 
Blake's  company  of  the  13th  regiment,  and  a 

*  App.  No.  18. 
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small  detachment  of  frontier  light  infantry,  nnd^r 
eaptain  Ritter;. the  whole  not  exceeding  180  rank 
and  file.  At  Whitman^  on  the  left  bank  of  the^ 
Richelieu,  distant  about  two  mile$  from  the  milli, 
and  communicating  with  Ule  aux  Noix,  was  the 
remaining  battalion-companj  of  the  13th.  The 
grenadier-company  of  the  Canadian  fencibles^ 
under  captain  Cartwright^  and  a  battalion-com- 
pany of  voltigeurs,  were  stationed  at  Burtonville, 
distant  two  miles  up  La  CoUe  river,  and  where 
there  had  been  a  bridge,  by  which  the  direct 
road  into  the  province  passed.  Thu3  the  whole 
British  force  stationed  within  22  miles  of  La 
Colle  mill,  and  30  of  general  Wilkinson's  head* 
quarters,  amounted,  in  regulars,  to  about.  1000^ 
and,  in  militia,  to  about  430,  rank  and  file. 
Yet  the  general's  detailed  estimatCf  upon  which 
that  presented  to  the  council  was  founded,  places, 
at  Isle  aux  Noix  and  La  Colle  mill,  exclusively, 
2550  men,  and  designates  the  whole^  excepting 
two  companies,  as  regular  troops ;  including, 
among  the  ^^  regiments,^'  the  voltigeurs,  49th, 
and  De  Meuron's,^  although  not  one  of  these 
corps,  except  a  company  of  the  first,  w^as  sta-f 
tioned  to  the  southward  of  St.  John's. 

The  mill  at  La  Colle  was  built  of  stone,  with 
walls  about  18  inches  thick,  having  a  wooden, 
er  shingled  roof,  and  consisting  of  two  stories* 
It  was  in  size  about  36  feet  by  50,  and  situate  on 

♦  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol,  III.  p.  2^6. 
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the  south  bank  of  La  Co  lie  river ;  which  was 
frozen  over  nearly  to  its  mouth,  or  junction  with 
the  Richelieu,  from  which  the  mill  was  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant.  The  mill  bad 
been  placed  in  a  state  of  defence,  by  filling  up 
the  windows  with  logs,  leaving  horizontal  inter- 
yaU  to  fiire  through.  On  the  north-bank  of  th0 
river,  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  mill,  and  with 
which  it  communicated  by  a  wooden  bridge^' 
was  a  small  house,  not  originally  intended  for,' 
but,  on  this  occasion,  converted  into,  a  block- 
house^ by  being  surrounded  with  a  breastwork 
of  logs.  In  the  rear  of  this  temporary  block- 
house  was  a  large  barn,  to  which  nothing  had 
been  done,  and  which  was  not  even  musket- 
proof.  The  Weadth  of  the  cleared  ground,  to 
the  southward  of  the  mill,  was  about  200,  and 
that  to  the  northward,  about  100  yards ;  but, 
on  the  flanks,  the  woods  were  much  nearer. 
There  was,  at  this  time,  about  a  foot  of  «now  on 
the  ground,  and  that  rapidly  dissolving. 

The  American  troops,  owing  to  the  blunder  of 
their  guide,  took  the  road  to  Burton ville,  and 
did  not  discover  their  mistake  till  they  bad  fired 
upon,  and  driven  in,  a  small  piquet  of  captaioi 
Cartwright^s.  They  then  counter-marched ; 
and,  after  a  second  mistake  of  the  road,  entered 
the  main  road  near  Odell-town,  distant  about 
three  miles  from  the  mill.  This  road  had  been 
purposely   obstructed   by  felled   trees ;  which. 
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before  the  army  could  proc^ed^  the  Aiperican 
axemen  .were  obliged  to  cut  up  or  remove.  In 
the  course  of  the  marcli,  colonel  BisselFsbrigade, 
insisting  of  the  14th,  20th,  and  33d  infantry 
regiments,  encountered  a  piquet,  composed  of  a 
subaltern  and  20  men,  sent  forward  by  ms^or 
Handcock.  This  piquet  was  reinforced,  and 
opened  a  smart  jSre  upon  the  Americans ;  in 
which  they  killed  and  wounded  one  officer  and 
12  men  of  colonel  Bissell's  brigade.*  The  first 
intelligence  of  the  enemy^s  advance  reached  the 
garrison  at  about  half- past  10  in  the  forenoon ; 
but,  owing  to  the  delay  they  had  experienc^^ 
the  American  troops  did  not  arrive  before  the 
mill,  till  half-past  one  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
The  general,  in  a  very  masterly  manner,  now 
drew  up  his  4000  Americans,  so  as  completely  to 
invest  this  great  mill-fortress,  garrisoned  by  180 
British*  As  it  was  naturally  expected,  that  the 
latter  would  soon  try  to  effect  their  escape,  600 
men,  under  colonel  Miller,  were  detached  across 
the  river^  to  the  rear  of  the  milL  in  order  to  cut 
them  off.  The  firing  commenced  on  the  part  of 
the  little  garrison;  and  was  directed  against  that 
part  of  the  enemj^s  eolumn,  which  was  stationed 
at  the  verge  of  the  wood  in  front  of  the  mill. 
This  continued  for  about  half  an  hour,  when 
the  Americans,  after  breaking  the  carriage  of 
M  18,  and  being  compelled  to  leave  on  the 
*  WilkiiiwHi's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p,  344, 
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tt>ad  a  12-p6under,  succeeded  in  bringing  t6 

a   good  position^  within   about  250  yards   of 

(he  front  6f  the  mil),  a  11^  and  &-pounder^  alM 

a  5f  inch  howitzer.     An  incessant  cannonade 

Wte  now  k^pt  Up  from  the  artillery,  and  re* 

turned  by  the  musketry  of  the  besieged.    Tha 

firing  from  the  howitzer,  Was,  however,    preJp 

sently  discontinued,  chiefly  on  account  of  tba 

thickness  of  the  wood.*     Soon  after  the  attack 

had  commenced,a  message  from  major  Handcock, 

brought  to  the  block-house,  from  Isle  aux  Noix; 

the  two  flank  companies  of  the  13th,  commanded 

by  captains  Ellard  and  Holgate.     The  sudde^ 

rise  of  water,  occasioned  by  the  melting  of  th^ 

snow,  had  compelled  the  men  to  wade  nearly 

up  to  their  waists  in   mud  and  water*    Major 

Handcock,   noC  being  apprized  of  the  whol^ 

amoifht  of  the  force  opposed  to  him,  ordered 

these  two  companies  to  charge  the  eneniy's  guni^^ 

This  was  instantly  done,  in  the  must  resolvt* 

manner ;  but  the  overpowering  numbers  of  the 

enemy,  and  the  destruction  caused  by  the  ilank\ 

ing  fire  of  his  infantry  and  riflemen  stationed  iril 

the  woods,  rendered  the  eflTorts  of  the  gallant 

fellows  unavailing,  and  they  retired  across  th* 

river  to  their  block-house.       About  this  tiiiM 

captain  Gartwright's  company  of  the  Canadian 

feticibles,  and  the  company  of  voltigeurs,  eluded 

the  enemy,  and  came  down  from  BurtonviUe; 

«  WUkiQ8on?s  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  3^1. 
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through  the  woods  bordering  on  the  river.  Thd 
grenadiers  of  the  Canadian  fencibles  were  now 
joined  to  the  remnant  of  the  two  13th  flankr 
companies,  and  a  second  charge  was  ordered  to 
be  made  upon  the  guns.  Captain  Ellard^  of  the 
13th^  having  been  severely  wounded  in  the  firsts 
captain  Blake  volunteered  to  head  the  grenadiers 
ia  the  Second  charge.  This  charge  was  made  and 
persisted  in^  with  even  more  gallantry  and  reso- 
lution than  the  first.  The  men  advanced  within 
k  very  few  yards  of  the  guns ;  which,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  vigorous  assaults  made  upon  them, 
were  abandoned  by  the  artilleryme^,  and  only 
rescued  from  capture  by  the  repeated  volleys  of 
the  American  infantry. 

The  Americans  were^  in  a  manner,  astounded 
At  the  valor  of  their  opponents  on  this  occasion. 
Liieutenaat-colonel.M^Pherson,  who  commanded 
•the  American  artillery  before  the  mill^  deposed, 
at  general  Wilkinson*s  court-martial,  as  follows: 
*^  The  ground  was  disputed  inch  by  inch,  in 
our  advance  to  the  mill;  and  the  conduct  of  th^ 
ene\py»  that  day,  was  distinguished  by  desperate 
bravery.     As   an  instance,  one  company  made 
a  charge  on   our  artillery,  and,   at  the  same 
instant,  received  its  fire,  and  that  of  two  bri- 
gades of  infantry  .^'^   Lieutenant*colonel  Totten^ 
of  the  American  engineers,  present  in  the  same 
»i2tion,  also  deposes  thus : — ^^  Judging  from  th^ 
*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  IK. 
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force  of  the  enemy's  charges,  it  was  certainlj 
prudent  that  a  large  force  should  be  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  artillery,  and  nothing  eke 
saved  them/'*  Brigadier-general  Bissell,  on 
the  same  occasion,  says:  '*  There  were  twd 
desperate  i^rties  made,  in  which  the  artillery 
was  left  without  a  man  ;  the  piece  was  regained 
by  the  infantry,  and  the  enemy  repulsed:  mefH 
were  supplied  from  my  brigade  to  work  the 
gun/^t 

Any  further  attempt  at  the  guns  would  have 
been  a  waste  of  lives ;  and  therefore  major 
Handcockand  his  men  now  acted  solely  on  fbe 
defensive.  The  American  artillery- still  contU 
nued  the  cannonade.  Several  shots  struck  the 
mill,  pnd  a  l2-pounder  passed  through  the  wall 
near  the  chimney,  where  it  was  weakest.  Otto 
man  of  the  13th  was  killed  by  a  grape-shot,  that 
entered  the  aperture  between  the  logs  in  the 
windows.  During  the  action,  captain  Pring's 
sloops,  and  two  or  three  gun-boats,  arrived  at 
the  mouth  of  the  creek ;  which  was  as  near  as  the 
icC;  had  the  river  been  otherwise  navigyible; 
would  hav:e  permitted  them  to  approach^  Ye^ 
general  Wilkinson,  by  way  of  augmenting  the 
force  he  had  to  contend  with^  has,  in  his  diagreMl 
pf  the  action,  actually  placed  two  gun-boats  oq 
the  river  La  Colle,  directly  at  the  back  of  the 
mill ;  when  be  ought  to  have  known  that,  were 

P  Wilkinson*!  Mem.  Vpl.  III.  p.  238.      f  Ibid.  p.  245, 
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no  ice  at  all,  the  river  was  not  narigable 
even  for  canoes.*  Lieutenant-colonel  Williams 
iras  quite  misinformed,  as  to  any  destruction 
caused  to  the  enemy  by  the  fire  of  the  gun-boats.t 
Not  an  American  officer  present  in  the  ac* 
tion^  who  was  examined  at  general  Wilkinson^s 
conrt-martial,  states  any  thing  of  the  kind.  On 
the  contrary,  lieutenant-colonel  Totten  swears* 
positively,  that  *'  the  enemy  fired  no  artillery^ 
except  from  their  gun*boats,  which  opened  a 
useless  fire,  50  or  100  feet  above  our  heads  ;'^'^ 
the  natural  consequence,  not  only  of  the  dis- 
tance, but  of  the  thick  intervening  woods. 

The  spirited  and  long-continued  fire  kept  up 
by  the  British  had  exhausted  their  ammunition ; 
and  two  privates,  who  had  been  despatched  to 
Isle  aux  Noix  for  a  fresh  supply,  were  captured 
by  an  Avt9encan  piquet.  A  third  private,  belong- 
ing to  the  marines,  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
island.    By  this  time  the  American  artillery  had 
1>een  cannonading  the  mill,  without  the  slightest 
apparent  efiTect,  for  about  two  hours  and  a  half; 
and^now  ceased  altogether.     The  cessation  ctf 
tiring  on  the  part  of  the  besieged  occasioned  the 
American  troops  to  advance  nearer  to  the  mill ; 
but  no  attempt  was  made  to  carry  even  the 
block-house.    Just  at  dusk  the  American  troops 

*  Bouchette*s  Top.  Desc.  of  Lower  Canada,  p.  179. 

f  Appendix,  No.  17. 

I  Wilkinsoa'8  Mefnpirs;^  VoMU.  p.  ^5, 
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retired  from  the  field  ;  and  retraced  their  stepji 
out  of  theprovince^  to  the  great  joy  of  the  inhaf 
bitants  of  OdelKtown^  whom  they  had  pillaged 
umuercifully.  They  had  been  slightly  annoyed 
at  the  first  of  their  retreat,  by  a  small  party  of 
Indians!.  It  was  natural  for  major  Hancjleock.to 
consider  this  retreat  of  so  numerous  a  force  as 
merely  a  feint,  to  draw  hind  away  from  the  mill. 
He  therefore  remained  at  his  post  during,  the 
night;  in  the  course  of  which  two  18-pouttd 
carronades  had  been  brought  up  from  the  guii<^ 
boats,  and  posted  at  the  block-house;  but,  as 
there  was  now  no  enemy  to  be  seen,  they  were 
not  used. 

The  British  loss,  in  this  brilliant  afiair,  caul4 
not  be  otherwise  than  severe.  It  amountedi 
altogether,  to,  11  rank  and  file  killed ;  one  capt^ 
tain,  one  subaltern,  one  serjeant,  43*rank  an4 
file,  wounded ;  and  four  rank  and  file  missings 
iexclttsive  of  one  Indian  killed,  and  one  Wounded^f 
in  the  skirmishing,  on  the  enemy's  retreat ;  total 
64.  The  American  loss  before  La  Colle  mill^ 
amounted  to  13  killed,  128  wounded,  and  13 
missing  :t  total  154.  Among  the  wounded  werf 
lieutenantrcoionel  M^Pherson,  lieutenants  Lar« 
rabee,  Green,  and  Parker,  of  the  artillery.  So 
destrnctiye,  indeed,  was  the  fire  from  the  mil) 
upon  the  men  at  the  guns,  that  out  of  18  meir 

♦  App,  No.  18. 

t  Bardick'9  Hist  ^nd  Pol.  Register^  p.  26<S, 
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italaoned  at  the  l^pouinder^  only  t\yo  remained 
to  wotk  it. 

;  The  reikd^r'ky  no  doubt,  anxious  to  see  bow 
the  Ameriican  editors  have  handled  a  subject 
which,  undoubtedly,  gives  the  finest  scope  to 
their  well-known  talents.  Mr.  Thomsdn.  after 
steting  that  the  enemy  ^f  was  condensing  a  force 
4f  3500  men  at  LaColle  mill;''  that  general 
Wilkinson  determined  on  attacking,  and  ^^  forced 
back  a  part  of  the  enemy''  in  his  approach  to  it^ 
fays :  ^^  He  then  resumed  his  march  to  La  Colle 
ioill^  a  large  and  lofty  fortified  stone-house, 
measuring  60  feet  by  40,  and,  at  that  time,  in 
command  of  mt^or  Hancock,  and  a  strong  corps 
of  British  regulars,^ — "*  or  180  rank  and  file. 
After  having  nearly  committed  himself,  by 
eaomerating  nine  regiments  as  composing  the 
American  infantry,  Mr.  Thomson  recovers  him- 
self thus :  ^^  All  these  regiments  were  mere  ske- 
letons consQlidated."  *  Nor  does  he  any  where 
divulge  the  actual  force  .of  general  Wilkinson's 
army ;  although,  in  the  published  proceedings 
of: that  officer's  trial,  lieutenant-^colonel  Totten 
refers  to  ^'  the  statement  made  to  the  council  of 
war,"  f  for  the  *^  effective  force  at  La  Colle."  J 
Consequently,  the  whole  force  present  must  have 
exceeded  ^'  399^ combatants.'f  Doctor  Smith 
gives  no  numbers  on  either  side ;  and  makes  his 

♦  Sketches  of  t|ie  War,  p.  257;  +  Apt>.  No.  1, 

X  Wilkinso^'6  Mem.  VoL  III,  p.  234. 
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accoant  as  brief,  as  if  he  were  writing  a  cfaro^ 
nological  table  instead  of  a  *'  History .^^  Mn 
O'Connor  it  is^  to  whom  general  Wilkinson 
owes  such  obligations.  We  must  give  his  account 
nearly  at  length : 

*^  The  issue  of  this  expedition/'  says  Mr. 
O'Connor,  ^'  was  unfortunate,  although  in  its 
progress,  it  did  honor  to  the  Americans  engaged. 
The  enemy  claimed  a  victory,  only  because  he 
was  not  vanquished ;  and  pretended  to  gather 
laurels,  while  circumstances  concurred  to  render 
it  nearly  impossible  to  attack  or  drive  him  from 
bp  cowardly  strong  holds.  General  Wilkinson^ 
at  the  head  of  his  division,  marched  from  Cham- 
plain^  with  the  intention  of  reducing  the  enemy's 
fortress  at  the  river  La  Colle.  About  11  o'clock 
he  fell  in  with  the  enemy  at  Odell-town,  three 
miles  from  La  Colle,  and  six*  from  St.  John's. 
An  attack  was  commenced  by  the  enemy  on  the 
advance  of  the  army  under  colonel  Clerk  and 
major  Forsyth.  Colonel  Bissel  came  up  with 
spirit,  and  the  enemy  was  forced  to  retire  with 
loss.  General  Wilkinson  took  part  in  thiA 
action,  and  bravely  advanced  into  the  most 
dangerous  position,  declining  frequently  the 
advice  of  his  oiiicers,  to  retire  from  imminent 
danger.  The  enemy  having  used  his  Congre^e 
rockets,  without  producing  any  effect,  retired 
to  La  Colle,  whither  he  was  pursued.     At  tbi« 

f  |t  Qught  to  be  96 , 
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place  an  action  was  expected ;  but  the  enenij^ 
whose  force  when  increased  by  a  reinforcement 
from  the  Isle  aux  Noix,  amounted  to  at  least 
2500  men,  mostly  regulars,  declined  meeting  the 
American  force,  although  much  inferior  in 
numbers  and  means  of  warfare/' — *^  Several 
\  sorties  were  made  by  the  enemy,  but  they  were 
Insisted  with  bravery  and  success."  —  ^^  The 
cottdact  of  every  individual  attached  to  the 
American  command,  was  marked  by  that  pa- 
tiiotism  and  prowess,  which  has  so  often  con- 
quered the  boasted  discipline,  long  experience, 
and  military  tactics  of  an  enemy,  who  dared  not 
to  expose  his  ^  invincibles^  to  the  disgrace  of  being 
defeated  by  a  less  numerous  force  of  Yankee 
woodsmen/^  ^ 

That  general  Wilkinson  himself  does  not  con- 
lider  tfiat  Mr.  O'Connor  has,  by  his  remarks, 
conferred  any  additional  ridicule  upon  the  busi- 
ness of  La  CoUe  mill,  we  gather,  not  only  from 
the  general's  official  account,!  but  from  his 
efforts,  long  subsequently,  though  vainly  made, 
to  save  his  character  from  reproach.  The 
glaring  impracticability  of  cramming  ^^  2e500 
men'^  in  a  building  '' 60  feet  by  40/^  as  well 
its  the  positive  testimony  of  one  of  his  own 
officers^  that  ^^  400  men*  only  <^  could  act  with 

*  Historj  of  the  Wat.  p.  219. 
t  Not  published  in  this  work,  bat  the  iubstance  fully  gir  em 
ip,  the  last  quotation. 
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effect  within  the  mill,''*  induced  thegenemli 
in  his  address  to  the  court-martiaL  to  state  thiot 
the  building  was  ^^  defended  by  a  garrisod 
of/' — ^not  ^*  1800  regulars,  and  500  militia^-r^'^f 
but  **  600  veteran  troops."  J  When,  howeifer, 
lieutenant-colonel  M^Pherson,  in  answer  to  a 
question  from  the  court,  gave  it  as  his  opinion^ 
'^  that  the  army  should  have  attempted  to 
force  a  passage  into  the  mill,  and  employed 
the  bayonet  at  every  sacrifice  ;  or  have  renewed 
the,  attack  with  heavier  ordnance,  at  daylight 
the  next  morning,"§  general  Wilkinson,  in  fi 
note,  adds :  ^'  To  take  such  a  post,  with  small* 
arms,  has  often  been  attempted,  but  nevef  we^ 
ceeded,  from  the  time  of  Xenophon,  who  £iile& 
in  such  an  attempt,  down  to  the  present  day«^ 
**  Xenophon  himself,"  says  the  general  ^'  ivas 
baffled  in  an  attempt  against  a  castle,  in  the 
plain  of  Caycus,  and  also  in  his  attack  of  the 
metropolis  of  the*Drylans,  and,  in  times  modern 
as  well  as  ancient,  we  have  abundant  exaoipleb 
of  the  failure  of  military  enterprises,  by  the 
most  distinguished  chiefs."  ||  General  Jameft 
Wilkinson,  of  the  United  States'  army,  then  has 
the  effrontery  to  compare  his  disgraceful  discom- 
fiture before  this  Canadian  grist-mill,  with  what 
occurred   to '^  lord  Wellington  at  Burgos-, 

*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  328.  +  App.  No.  17. 

X  Ibid.  p.  454.     §  Ibid.  3^9.     |j   Ibid.  455. 


.^RBAT  BRITAIN  AND   AMSRICA«  05 

iPpqaparte  at  St.  Jean  d^Acre,  and  general  Gra* 
liaiQ  at  Antwexp,^^  ♦**♦*# 

Piresuming  that  th^  reader  is  as  sick  of  this 
3oiadt/  general  as  we  are  ourselves,  we  shall 
hasten  to  place  him  within  that  sphere  of  obscu- 
rity,  for  which  his  talents  have  best  fitted  him. 
After  having,  with  ^^  4000  combatants/^ — ^men 
wiio  were  *^  to  return  victorious,  or  not  at  all/^ 
and  who,  against  V*  double  force,'^  were  not  to 
**  give  ground/' — been  completely  repulsed  by 
34Q  British,  180  of  whom  had  stationed  them* 
yelves  in  a  strong  stone  building,  a^d  the  re- 
mainder in  a  wooden  block-house,  general  Wil- 
kinson counter-marched  his  troops  of  '^  hardi- 
hood and  resolution,^'  not  only  to  Champlain, 
but^  for  fear  the  men  of  the  mill  should  travel 
after  him,«-^0  mil qs  further,  to  Plattsburg ;  and 
that,  while  the  roads,  owing  to  the  prevailing 
thaw,    were   in  the  worst   possible   condition. 
How  he  could  console  himself,  we  know  not ; 
Unless  it  was  by  saying,  with  his  brother  knight- 
errant   of  old,   after  his  equally  unsuccessful 
return  from  attacking  a  ^^  fortress,"  of  the  same 
Use,  and  (in  part*)  denomination,   too,  as  La 
Oolle  grist-mill,— 

^*  Prithee,  hold  thy  peace,  friend  Sancho;  the 
affairs  of  war  are,  more  than  any  thing,  su&ject 
\o  change/' 

Soon  after  this  incursion  into  Lower  Canada, 

*  Wind  for  waUr» 
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a  strong  British  force  assembled  at  Isle  aux  Noiif 
and  St.  John's.  This  very  naturally  alarm^ 
cbmmoidorie  M acdonough^  ^t  Vergennes,  Ver« 
mont;  where  he  was  superintending  the  GOn<^ 
struction  of  a  large  ship  and  brig,  destined  for 
Lake  Champlain.  Vergennes  stands  upon  Otter 
creek ;  about  eight  miles  from  its  mouthy  or 
junction  with  the  lake;  and,  considering  thcf 
importance  of  the  object,  it  required  no  extra-* 
ordinary  penetration  to  conclude  that  a  com* 
petent  British  force  would,  the  instant  the 
Richelieu  was  free  from  ice,  embark  on  board 
captain  Pring's  flotilla,  now  augmented  by  a; 
new  16-gun  brig  and  some  gallies,  and  proceed 
to  Otter  creek ;  there  disembark,  and  march  ttp 
to  destroy  the  naval  depdt  and  the  ships  at 
Vergennes.  To  defeat  this  conjectural  plan,  s 
battery  of  seven  guns  was  erected  on  a  com<^ 
manding  position  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek  ( 
a  suitable  detachment  of  regular  artillery,  sent 
from  general  Izard's  division  at  Burlington ;  a 
reserve  of  500  infantry,  ordered  up  from  Platts^ 
burg :  and  arrangements  made  with  the  governor 
of  Vermont^  for  assembling  the  militia,  thm 
instant  the  first  cannon  should  be  fired.  > 

About  the  middle  of  April  commodore  M ac« 
donough  succeeded  in  launching  his  vessels;  bat 
being  unprovided  with  a  sufficiency  of  guns  and 
stores,  was  too  prudent  to  venture  on  the  lake. 
On  the  9th  of  May  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice 
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enabled  capftiin  Prihg,  with  his  flotilla^  on  board 

of  which  itas  a  detachment  of  inarines,  to  com- 

Mnoe  asoending  the  Richelten.  Contrary  winds 

{»reTented  the  Vei^sels  fi'om  reaciiing  the  lake  till 

the  lath.     No  sooner,  however,  did'the  BiStish 

fk^w  tfaeniseltes  off  Burlington,  than  the  inha- 

Imktffi  fearing   aii   immediate    descent^    bc/g^n 

leaving  the  town,  with  their  property.     On  the 

mimi  crvening,  a  bomb-vessel  and  eight  gaillies 

of  the  flotilla  arrived,  and  took  a  statioh,  on 

Qlt^r    creek ;   and,  on  the  next  morning,  the 

bomb^vessel  commenced  a  cannonade  upon  the 

battery;  and  continued  it  for  about  two  hours, 

witliout  dding  aiiy  other  injury,  it  appears,  than 

dUnsiMniting  one  of  the  guns,  and  woundiiig  two 

men.     The  stkte  of  preparation  in  which  the 

enemy  was,  and  the  want  of  tVoOps  wherewith 

to  attack  hiiii  on  shore,  compelled  the  vessels  to 

withdraw,   and  ^finally,  to  return  to  hie  aux 

Ninx;    -  ■  r''      ■    ■  '   ''■''^' 

A  tti^tjmportaiit  object  was  here  overlooked 

bj  thq  oemmander-in-chief.     A  corps  of  8  or  9()0' 

men,  m  easily  to  have  been  spared,  would  have 

saved  the  lives  of  Downie,  and  his  brave  comrades, 

in  the  September  following ;  and  have  averte^^ 

all  those  attendant  circumstances,  still  so  pain- 

fiii»to  reflcfeit  upon,*     When  we  had  scarcely  a 

▼eijielon  th^  lake;  an  Evierard  saifedl  triulhjphant' 

*  James's  fJaval  Occurrences,  p.  404—25. 
VOL.  II.  U 
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over  ity  aod  a  Murray  landed  at  all  tti^  towm 
upon  its  shores,  undisioayed,  and  unopposed ,  hj 
the  fourfold  American  ferce  assembled  in  thie 
neigh bourhood .^  Here  was  a  reverse  !-^ And  ftt 
no  blame  rested  with  cfiptain  Pring,  nor  with 
the  officers  commanding  posts  at  which  the 
British  troops  were  stationed  ;  find  from  whiefa 
they  ought  to  have  been  supplied. 

The  active  operations  going  on  upon  Lake 
Ontario  now  claim  our  attention.  Althoagh, 
about  the  middle  of  January,  not  above  800 
troops  were  at  Sackett's  Harbor,  the  reasonaMe 
supposition  that,  with  the  hourly  increasing  fibres 
of  the  British^  the  latter  would  make  some 
attempt  to  destroy  in  the  bud  the  immense 
naval  armament  there  fitting '  out,  to  maia- 
tain^  during  the-  entuing  summer^  tfie^  ascen- 
dancy on  the  lake,  had^  by  tlie  en^  of  March, 
brought  to  the  post  5500  troops,  inclndi&j^ 
ISkX)  to  be  employed  as  marines  on  bokrd 
conmiodore  Chauncey's  squadr6n.  The  oppor- 
tunity of  desti^ying  this  important  depdt  a 
second  time  lost,  sir  George  PreVJb^t,  early  in 
May^  was  induced  to  consent  to  a  propositioQ 
made  by  sir  Gordon  Drummond  and  sir  James 
Lucas  Yeo,  to  employ  the  new  4diips  that  h^d 
been  so  rapidly  equipped,  in  a  combincfid  attack 
upon  the  &rt  and  town  of  Oswego ;  at 

♦  See  Vol.  L  p.  a49. 
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plac9  it  WB8  supposed^  that  a  large  qiian tit j  of 
naval  stores  for  the  hew  ships  at  SackettV  Har- 
bor bad  be;ea  deposited. 

.  I  Oj»Wego  is  jsitoate  on  the  river  of  the  same 
naipe.  pear  itJL  cbuflueace  with  Lake  Ontario; 

and  is  distant  from  Sackett's  Harbor  about  60 

-  ■    ■       -     ■  •  

milcig.     At  tiie  iiiou,th  of  the  river  there  is  a  ^afe 

harbor,  with  two  fathoms^  water;  the  channel 

to  which  is  completely  commanded  hj  a  well- 

b|iilt  fort,  althongb  not  in  the  best  repair,  stand* 

ing,.flilo^g  with  the  state-warehouses,  barrack^, 

and  ^,fpyir  houses,  upon  the  eastern  shore  of  the 

river;  haying  its  front  towards  the  lake.     The 

fort  is  a  three-sided  figure,  with. bastions  and 

raoipalrts  ;  and  contains,^  wi^in.  its  ditches,  up- 

.wards  of  three  acres  of  ground.;    The  site  is  ele- 

▼ated  about  50  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lake ; 

-thofi  rendering  the  positkm  <a  very  forinidsibl.e 

oiie«     On  the  western  bank  of  the  river  stands 

the  town,  con$ifi[titig  of  about  3(3^  houses.    This 

liver  affipfrds  the  only  water-c<Hini|ttnication  be- 

tw^a  New^rXork  and  Sackett  s .  Harbor.    The 

<6urse  is  up  the  Hudison  and  Mohawk  rivers; 

jthen  across^  a  short  j9or/a^e,  to  a  small  .streaiQ 

leading    into   Lake«Oneida ;    thence  down  the 

^Oswego  into  (subject  to  a  slight  interruption  by 

the  Onondaga  falls,  distant  about  13  miles  from) 

Lake-Ontario.     This  readily  Recounts  for  the 

accnmu1atioi\of  naval  stores  iii  the  warehouses 

n  2 
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of  Oswego^,  ^and  ^v^  to  tlilit  post  an  ictipbrtaiic^ 
which  it  would  ndt  otherwise  possess. 

On  the  e\'ening  of  the  3d  of  May,  a  deidtehl* 
liient  of  troops,  conisistiiig  of  six  compani^^  of 
De"  Wiitteviile's  regiment,  includiiig  two  newly<- 
raised  flahk-coMpanies^  *  the  light  company  of 
the  Gleiigarrj^s,  the  Whole  of  the  second  batttt^ 
lion  of  marines,  a  detabhment  of  artillery,  with 
two  field-pieces;  alsd  small  detachments  'cif 
ro^keteers^  ahd  sappers  aiid  ihiners:  nuinberinlg, 
altogether,  1080  rank  and  file,  embarked  in  the 
vessels  of  sir  Janies  Yeo's  fleet,  lying  at  Kingstoo. 
ISarly  *  on  the  following  morning  lientenatitt 
general  Dfummohd  went  \6n  board  the  Prince 
fSegent,  as  commander  of  th^  troops.  The  fleet 
imhitsdiatfely  stood  out  of  the  harbor;  butyOlft 
•aceoutit  of  light  and  variable  winds,  did  hot 
'itrrive  oflT  Oswego  till  noon  on  the  foHowiijg 

'  ']l^tber  siispiieion,  or  diVect  information^  of  tfte 

attack  Kiid  led  to  pre{Varations  on  the  part  of 

tbe  Anieiicans.    Since  t6«  30th  of  AfA-il  lieo^ 

tenknt-eblc^l  Milchetl  had  arrived  from  Saek^ 

^Wb  Harbor,  Tfith  300  heavy  and  light  artillei^s 

^iAid  MVe^al  engineer  and  artillery  officers.    The 

<       *  ■  ■  •  - 

ba^chri^  were  repaired  aMd  fresh  picketed,  aad 

hei^  platforms  laid  for  the  guns;  which  were 

ffihr  ftii  Qtimber,  ^^  li2,  ahd  expounders ;  besidek 

♦  See  Vol.  I.  p.  Ml.        ^  App.  No.  20,  21,  and  2l     - 
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a l^pojUoder,  planted  ««  harkefie  cIos0.tQ  tlie. 
iafce<^sMoi;e.  The  llnit<;4  State^^,  scl^qQuer^GUlowr. 
\%r^  of  Xhre^  guns,  Ueqtiei^t  Pierce,  i«»r  ly.iag^ 
i,a  the  harbor^  preparing,  under  Ahe^  wpniMir 
tmdanca  of  captain  Woolsey,  to  conduct  ^tO: 
Sfivl^^tt^s  Harbor  a  division  of  batteiMi-x,  l^id^A 
VXth  8torc9«  ArrajOgements  had,  al9(b  b^Qii 
Bu^e  fpr  M^^mblipg  tb^  militia  of  tbe  disn 
tfifitU  aud  no  sooner  did  the  fleet,  ah^ii^  it9elf, 
^:  six  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  tbje  Atb^  tb^a 
a|arm<-gu^3  were  fired;  wjuch  soon,  brought; to 
tb4  post  upwards  of  5)00  militia.:  lh|i%  making 
a  total  force  of,  at  least,  540.  men.  ..lij  w^i 
al^o,  of  making  this  forioe  appear;  •tf^le:..wjiat 
it  was,  ill;  the  hope,  thereby,  to  dauqj:;  tjin 
^rj^ish,  and  prevent  them  from  attempting  tp 
l^d,  thje  Americans  pitched  all  tb^ir,  tfunt^.upon 
tbeopppsite,  or  town-side  pf  the  riyejr^  i!([bil« 
they  ,theff sejves  remained  in  their*  bf^rrnf^^^ , 

Tfc|e  ei^act  force  in  gUns«.  men^,  ^gii  sij90,  of 
•Wiry,  ship  in  the  rival  fl^e.ts  upon  tbi^/l^lte^ 
ll{4  only  a]t  the  attack  on  Oswego,  but  at  sey^ra^ 
oflier  important  period^,  during  the  continuanco 
o£lK)st}Uties,  will  bujfound  clearly  exhibited,  in 
qpr.  naval  Tolume.*  At  three  o'clock  m  the 
^dpter^oon,  the  ships  Jay ^ to,  .within  bmg/ range 
of  tbo  shore;  and  tine  gun4>oats,  11  in  namber^ 
Yf(jrP;Sent  in,  under  tiie  orders  of  captain  .Collier, 
^induce  the  enemy  to  shew  the  number  and 
IIQMtiob.  of  bis  giuis«  At  foiir,  by  which  time 
f.  Jm&e§  Nsfst  i>c<mnieii<;pi|ylK/aM-T40i. 
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the  gun-boats  had  got  within  point-blank  range^^ 
the  Americans  opened  their  fire  ;  and  a  mutual 
cannonade  was  kept  up  till  about  haif-past  Gwi 
when  captain  Collier,  having  effected  his  object, 
stood  back  to  the  fleet.  Preparations  were  now 
made  for  disembarkikig  the  troops  on  that  even-' 
ing;  bnt^  about  sunset,  a  heavy  gale  frbo^the 
north-west  compelled  the  ships  to  gain  dn  offing  ; 
in  which  effort,  four  of  the  boats,  their  ct&tn 
jheiiig  flr^  taken  out,  were  obliged  to  be'  c^ 
adrift.  As  soon  ^k  tljie  weather  moderated v  ttM^ 
fl^t  cast  anchor,  about  10  miles  to  the  north-' 
wjArd  of  the  fort.  :.  a 

^  The  direction  and  violence  of  the  wind'oeeii** 
sioiied  one  of  the  four  boats  to  drift  on  shtfrei.' 
This  circumstance,  added  to  the  afterndOU^ 
cannonade,  and  the  retiring  of  the  British  ^liiH 
boats>  became  a  fruitful  subject  in  the  handsdf 
American  historians.  They  all  concur  in  d^' 
daring,  that  the  British,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
dth,  were  most  gallantly  repulsed ;  and  xbbe' 
(Mr.  O'Connor  says,  *•  some")  of  their  boiiW 
captured.  Nor  did  the  gun-boats  only-  oak^ 
nonade  the  fort;  the  *^  enemy's  principal  tihip^' 
aiid  the  other  frigates  znd  smaller  vessels,*'  open^^ 
a  heavy  fire  upon  it;  and  *'  15  large  boafa- 
crowded  with  troops,^'  approached  the  sbore,*^ 
It  is  fortunate,  that  we  have  to  oppose  to  idl 
this  the  statements  contained  in  an  '*  exttiiet 
from  a  letter  of  a  United  States'  officer,"  (who 
Sketches  of  tlie  Wary  p.  W^  wd  Hist  of  tlie  War,  p.  tf  0. 
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nras  mtfaeRetion,)  'VdatedOswego-fall8,May  7;'^ 
which  WHS  publiHhed  in  all  the  principal  Ame* 
ricaii  newspapers  of  the  day.     This  officer  wit- 
nessed  the  cutting  adrift  of  the  boats,    and 
assigned  for  it  the  true  cause. 
.  On  the  morning  of  the  6thf  the  ships  haviBg 
letOFiied^  and  every  thing  being  ready,  the  two 
flank-companies  of  De  Watteyille's  regiment, 
oncfer  captain  De  Bersey,  the  light  company  of 
the  Glengarry*s^  under  captain  M'Millan^  the 
battalion  of  marines^ :  ui^iler  lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm,  and  200  seamen,  armed  with  piker, 
under  captain  Mulcaster ;  the  whole  under  th^ 
immediate    command  >  of    lieutenant-colonel 
Fischer,  of  De  Watteville*s;  and  amounting  to 
about  770  rank  and  file,  embarked  in  the  boats : 
levying  the   four  remaining  coAipanies  of  De 
Watteville^s,  and  the  detachments  of  artillery, 
rocketeers,  and  sappers  and  miners^  as  a  corps 
of  reserve. 

Owii^  to  the  shoal  ness  of  the  water  off  the 

harbor,  ,the  two  largest  ships  could  not  approach 

DQi^r  enough,  to  cannonade  the  battery  with  any 

^tSeet.  <   This  service  was  most  gallantly  per- 

:formod  by  the  Montreal  and  Niagara,  under  a 

lieaTj  discharge  of  red-hot  shot,  which  set  the 

ibrmer-  on  fire  three  times.     The  Magnet  took 

lier  station  in  front  of  the  town,  on  the  opposite 

side  of  the  river ;  while  the  Star  and  Charwell 

towed  in,  and  covered)  the  boats,  containing  th^ 

troops.  The  wind  wasat  this  time  nearly  a-liead . 
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•and  the  consequent  tardiness  in  the  approsH^b 
of  the  boats  exposed  the  men  to  a  heavy  mi4 
destructive  fire  from  the  enemj^s  batteries,  aq4 
from  upwards  of  500  regulars  and  militia,  drawn 
up  on  the  brow  of  the  hill.  The  British,  neyerr 
Iheless^  effected  their  landings  ^nd  inst,antly 
formed, on^  tjhe  beach.  Havi;ig  to  ascend  astecip 
and  long^  hill^  the  troops  suffered  extremely  fi^on 
jtbe  cinemy's  fire;  no  sooner,  hqwever^^  had  tlwj 
reachei^  the  sumn^it,  than  theSOQ  Americaixregnr 
lars  retired  to  the  rear  of  the  fort,  and  this  HQQ 
Ameiicfin  militia  fled,  helter-skelter)  in^tp^.tV^ 
woods,  in  ten  minutes  from  the  time  that  t^ 
]|Sf it;ish  ha4  gained  the  height,  the  fort  was  ia^aaT 
possession.  Lieutenant  James  Laurie,  of  .th0  iniai^ 
rines,  was  the  first  man  who  entered  it ;  and  lieitt* 
tenap);  I;Iew^tt,of  the  saipe  cprps,climbed  the  fl^g^ 
stafi^  under  a  heavy  fire',apdstrucli  the  AmeriQaH 
colours,  which  had  been  nailed  to  the  mtoti 
more,  as  it  would  seem,  to  give  trouble  to  jtba 
British^  than  to  evince  a  determinatipiii  on  the 
part  pf,  th^e  Ame^icaos^  of  defei^ding  i  th^  pg^ 
with  any  ui^usual  obstinacy.  ,    :».: 

.  'Pie  British  loss  ^n  t)ie  affair  of  Qswego  iims 
nitl^er  severe.  .  It  amounted  to  one  captniiiit 
(captain  Holtoway,)  and  14  non-comjiiii^sitoft^ 
offi^cers  and  privates,  of  the  royal  marines  ^^ 
De  Watteville's  regiment,  and  three  sea.ipfi^ 
]||diUec(.;  one  captain,  and  pD<a  subaltern,  (^idcto 
^ead,)  of  De  Wattevill^'s ;  two  captains,  one 
lie.uteso^i^t,  and  one  wg^f%erotthe  «ayy,  51  uon-* 


qominisflioaed  officers  and  private,  of  the  royal 

imrines  and,  Pe  Watteville^s,  and  seven  seamen, 

wapoded ;  total,  18  killed^  and  Q4  wounded.  Ali 

t)(ree  of  Qur  American  editors,  one  copying  from 

the  other,;  have  declared  tk^  British  Ipsi^  tQ  have 

I^B^  ^^  in  killed^  70 ;  in  wounded,  drqwned, 

Vfd  ^missing,  165 ;  in  all,  235/^*     Tlieir  ofitn  loss 

tbQ ,  Americans  state,  at  a  lieutenant  and  five 

mfifk.  Hilled,  38  wounded^  and  35  mis^ng.     We 

Cfiptured  60. prisoners.     AdmitUog  this  number 

^,  iifclade  the  wounded,  it  is  no  prpof  that 

the   American    commander    retired    quite    so 

leizorely,  or  in  so  ^^  good  order,''  biA  the  Amerban 

Y^riter^  would  haeve  us  believe.  » 

.  TJbf^  Americans  have    pursued  .  their  usual 

<^x4gg^^ti>^S  system,  as  respfM)ts  the  relative 

ij^j^inb^rs    in   the    attack    upon    Fort-Oswego. 

^ner^l  Brpwn  declares  that  tb^  British  force^: 

V.by  l^d,an(l  waiter,  esceed^  9000  ;'f t  but  he  i& 

i^texjdicit  ^naughtotell  us,  wbat  portion  of  tbis( 

ig^rce^caff^e  on  «|bor^  ^d  captured  tbeibrt*   This 

li^/g^  fcom  Qther  i^cHirces.    Mr.  Thom^^a  tiays: 

^«  IsMpid^  1700 ;*'  Mr,. O'Connor^  3000, 4:. and 

4^tpr,  Smith,  ''  be1;w^n  ^  «ind  dOOO'^§.  men  ; 

\i/Ay  ^e  American^  officer,    who   wdtes' from 

(ft$mf^q^  states  the  number  that,  landed^  at  1000 ; 

i^liipb  ifib  but  a  moderate  increase  upon  770-    In 

estimating    their    owi)    fpree  at   Oswego^  the 

«  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  253.       .  f  App.  If  o.  24. 
i  UUtorj  of  the  War^  p.  220. 
§  H'lstoiy  of  the  United  States,  Vol  III.  p.  308. 
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.  •  .  •      • 

American  writers,  not  excepting  general  Broirii:' 
liimself,  pursue  quite  an  opposite  course.  Wittf 
usy  every  man  within  sight  or  hearing  of  the 
place  is  to  be  estimated :  with  them,  it  is  only 
such  as  were  bold  enough  to  fight.  Therefore^ 
because  the  American  militia  thought  best  to 
rnn^  withput  firing  a  shot,  they  are  not  to  bil 
reckoned  as  part  of  the  numerical  force,  whose 
duty  it  H^  to  oppose  the  landing  of  the  Britisih'J 
The  behaviour  of  the  militia  is  w^U  explained  itf 
the  American  officer's  letter:—"  The  militia,  it 
this  time,''  eays  he,  ^^  thought  best  to  leave  ursr 
I  do  not  think  they  fired  agun.*"  Considerhlfjp 
the  commanding  position  of  the  batteries,  tbt$ 
l^n^th  of  time  ddring  which,  owing  to  the  slioill* 
neiNi-  of  the  ivirt^  and  state  of  the  wtnd^  thlfr 
trodps  a-float  were  exposed  \o  hot  and  <^ol# 
shot  and  musket-boUets^  and/ after  they  d{d« 
efieet  a  landing,  the  difficulty  of  asi^ndittg'' 
the  hill,  under  the  fire  from  the  canhmi,  Mtf 
from  ^a' body  of  troops,  well -posted  upon  ifil 
iiummit,  it  would  not  havie  been  extraol^*^ 
nary,  if  AOO  men  had  succeeded  in  keeping  bflT 
an  enemy '^^^  for  nearly  two  days,"*  instead  *iif 
scarcely  as  many  hours;  nor  would  genertf 
Brown's/^  General  Order,"  in  which  be  thougl^ 
fit  to  boast,  that  the  Americans  at  Oswegd  ktid 
''  established  for  themselves  a  name  in  arms, 
worthy  of  the  gadlaali,  nation   in  \whose   cause 
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they  figbt/'  have  had  quite  so  much  the  air  of 
a  lampoon. 

Although  the  chief  part  of  the  stores,  for  the 
capture  of  which  the  expedition  had  been  underi' 

» 

taken,  was  removed  to  Onondago  ialls,  about 

13  miles  from  Oswego,  a  considerable  quantity 

still  remained.     Among  the  captured  ordnance 

aad  ordnance  stores,   were  three  long  SSi  and 

four  long  24-pounders,  besides  guns  of  smaller 

caliber  ;  and  several  42  and  32-pounder  round, 

grape,  and  canister  shots.     We  also  captured, 

^nd  carried^  away,  upwards  of  1000  (one  offi<^ 

account  says  2400^)  barrels  of  provisions,*)*  70 

ooils  of  rope  and  cordage,  a  quantity  of  blocks, 

tilpo  or  three  schooners,  and  several  boats.  Aqiioog 

the  property  destroyed  by  us  were,  eight  barrel 

of  gnn-^powder,  all  the  shot  of  small  caliber,  the 

platforyi  and  works  at  the  fort ;  also  the  barracks, 

I^oth  there  and  in  the  town.     We  have  no  very 

si^urate  account  of  what  the  Americans  theiii*^ 

selves. destroyed.    They  mention  having  scut* 

^le4  ^^d  sunk    the   Growler^    United  States* 

Sftcbooner,  with  three  long  32-pounder8,  and  ^■ 

quantity  of  ordnance«*stores,  oh  board.     The 

:iiedend,  or  opposition  papers  of  the  day,  com^ 

plained  mpch  against  the  government,  for  con* 

celling  the  amount  of  the  loss  sustained  at 

OswegOiT    How  trifling  that  loss  was  made,  is 

clearly  shewn,  by  the  atatements  of  our  three 

♦  App.  No.  33.  f  App.  No.  23. 
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historiaiis  upoa  the  sul^ect.  Mr.  XbopasoU 
says :  *'  The  enemy  took  possession  of  the^  fqrt. 
and  barracks,  but  for  the  littjber  booty  wj^ich  he 
ol;»tainecl|  consisling  of  a  few.  barrels  .of  provt- 
au>n9  find  whiskey,  he  paid  miich  iporethan  an 
ecjoivalent.^^  *  Qoctor  Smith  declared,  that  wd 
captfii^  nothing  but  '^  a  naked  .fortt^'f  Mr. 
O'Connor^  however,  is  candid  enough  to  admits 
thal^/.^:  eight  pieces  of  cannon,  and  so.me  stores^ 
wqrth  abput  100  dollars,  fell  into  the  enemy's 
hands/^:}^:  On  the  other  hand,  an  Americaa 
ifrriter  from  Oaondago,  values  the  public  pro« 
p^ty,  destroyed  or  taken  away  by  th^  British, 
at  ^'  about  40CIOO  dollars/'  It  was  highly  cre^^ 
^t^ble  to  the  troops,  mariiies.iand  seamen,  that/ 
^though  the  loading,  of  the  priii^s  with  the  ordr 
i^^ce  and  other  captpred  prop^trty^  necebsariljr> 
detained  them  in  the  town  for  one  whol^  nighty, 
not. 71  murmur  of  complaint,  that  we  cad  find,! 
has  l^en  uttered  against  them.  Every  tfaii^: 
being  accpmpli^hed  by  four  o'clock  ion  the.  mom^ 
ing  of  tliie  Tth,  th^  ^bips  and  other  vesaeb  goL 
lender  weight  ^nd  departed  from  Oswego. 

■^  serions  business,  in  which/i  party  of  Britisl}' 
office^.  .  and  se^^men,  op  the  30th  of  May, 
inipell^d  by  their  usual  gallantry,  pursued  a 
flotilla  qf  American  bpatf^,  up  a  narrow  creek, 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  pL  ^63. 

f.  History  of  the  UoiMI  Stites,  Vol.  III.  p.  308. 

i  History  of  ehe  War,  p.  221  • 
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till  tbey  got  ainibatsH^fd  fltiid  ontiiudtiei^d,  anil 
were,  at  last,  compelled,  after  sustaining  a  henvf 
loss  in  killed  and  woiitided,  to  surrender,  will 
be  foand  detailed  in  our  naval  Tolume."* 

An  ocburrence  on  the  shored  of  Lake-Erie  lioW 

requires  oar  notice.    Long-Poin't  in  the  district  cff 

Umddn  is  liotoriOQslf  6ne  of  the  most  fertile  spo^l^ 

in  Upper  Canada.     The  ample  siTpplj  of  wheat 

an4  other  bifead-corn  which  it  afforded  dutiiig 

the  war,  rendered  the  preservfiftioh  of  its  Ve- 

fcoorces  Vy  ohe  party,  and  their  destroction'  b^ 

%he  other,  a  'matter  of  equal  importm^e.     Oi^ 

xuic^faer  account,  also,  wai^  Lopg-Poiht  a  post 

«hat  ought  to'  be  guarded.     It  was  oiity  a  day^ 

xniirch  thence  to  Bnrlington,  the  grtind  de^dt  of 

^he  British  army  upon  tlie  Niagara  line ;  and  ^e 

enemy's  entire  <bomma(nd  of  Lake*£rie  gkte  hnil 

"Che:  facility  of  ftringihg  troops^  towardy,  and  Jaii^ 

jiiig  them'iq>dn,  the  Canadiaii  shore,  unseen^  and 

vnoppoisefl*       Lieutenant-genieral    Drutnkndnd', 

^Uerefore, did  right  in  detacliirig'td the  tillageof 

JMovciJr  crti  Long-Point,  early  in  Mardi;  a  troojfi 

^f.  the  19tV  light  dragoons,  dndbr  majbr  lAih: 

There  b^ng  no  barracks  or  publid  t^nildings^  at 

the  jAace^  majbir  Lisle  and  his  then  took  pesrtsiSs'- 

sion'  of  sbme  priTsrte  buildings,  atad^  ^ong 

them,  of  the  dwelling-hoiiise,  sa^rinill^  abd^is^ 

tillery,  of  Robert  Nichol^  esquire,,  a  )iieute]|iaat- 

colonel  and  quarter-master^general  of  the  (^ana-i 

*  James'*  Nat.  Occur,  p.  5U8.'  *  ^       . 
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dian  militia,  and  then  absent  £rom  home  on 
service.* 

The  British  capture  of  Buffaloe  and  BlmSi 
Rock,  and  the. dreaded  attack  upon  Erie,  where 
the  fleet  lay,  had  occasioned,  since  early  in  the 
year,  the  assemblage  of  a  force  of  regtrlars  at  the 
latter  place.  Aware  of  the  small  deiach'nMnt 
stationed  at  Long-Point,  colonel  Campbell,  i^f 
thelOth  United  States'  infantry, with  500  troo^f 
landed  there  from  Erie,  on  the  15th  of  Muf^ 
Thedragoons  and  the  few  militia  that  happened 
to  be  at  Dover,  Retired  ;  and  the  Americans  in^ 
stantly  *^  destroyed  the  flour-mills,  distill^ner, 
and  all  the  houses  occupied  by  the  soldiein,  an 
well;  as  many  others  belonging  to  the  peaoeabfe 
inhabitants  of  the  villig^.'^t  Mr.  Thommn 
proceeds  in  his  account  thus :  ^^  A  squadron  of 
British  dragoons,  stationed  at  that  place,'  fleU 
at  the  approach  of  colonel  Campbeirs  detach* 
ment ;  and  abandoned  the  woncien  and  childrm, 
who  e^rperi^aced  humane  treatment  firom^tbe 
Americans.  Colonel  CampbieSl  undertook  tke 
expedition  without  orders;  and,  as  his  coadiibt 
wa3  generally  reprobated,  a  court  of  inqoil^ 
w4»  instituted,  to  examine  into  his  proceedings, 
of  which   general   Scott   was  president,  r  This 

court  declared^  that  the  destruction  of  the  mills 

,     .         ...  .•»-,• 

'  a  And  wko  proved  himself,  daring  the  whole  of  ihe'  ^ar,  an 
acdti^  hitelH^ti  aind  highly  useful  dfiicer. 
f  iktf^n  9f<b^  War,  p.  268. 
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and  distilleries  was  according  to  the  isages  of 
war,  but  that,  in  burning  the  houses  of  the  inhi^ 
.hjitants,  colonel   Campbell  had  greatly  err^. 
•This  error  they  attributed  to  the  recollection  of 
.die  scenes  of  the  Raisin  and  the  Miami,  in  the 
iprestera  territories,  to  the  army  of  which  colonel 
C^pbell  was  at  that  time  attached,  and  of 
>ha  recent  devastation  of  the  Niagara  frontier.'^* 
Admitting  the  destruction  of  the  buildings 
which  had  been  occupied  by  the  dragoons^  to 
luiye  been  a  sanctioned  military  measure^  was  it 
only  an  *'  error''  in  the  American  commander,  to 
bave  burnt  the  houses  'Vbelonging  to  the  peace- 
able inhabitants  of  the  village^^  ?    The  court  did 
.iKpt  lessen  its  dignity  in  allowing  itself  to  be 
4wayed  by  the  fi^bricated  stuff  in  every  news- 
paper "known   to  be  friendly  to  the  war;** 
;iiir  in  ftirgetting  whiit  it  was  that.had  caused 
^^  the  recent  devastation  on  ihe  Niagara  fron- 
tier/' 80  painful  to  the  seosittyert^  reooUection*' 
of  tiie  American  colonel  f    The  jdate  of  this  in- 
djttlgentt  court  of  in<(iiiry  does  not  appear;  .butp 
jpfyferring  .  to .  the  piAHc  letter,  in  which  :  Mr. 
Munroe,  at  a  day  long  subse(}:uent,, reminds  us, 
that  colonel  CampbelFs  "  conduct  was  subject^ 
to  a  military  tribunal,'^  we  can  readily  conceive^ 
that  the  court  sat  for  no  other  purpose  tfaaii  to 
excuse  him,  and  to  exculpate  the  Ami^rican  go- 
vernment, for  the  conimissiQiipf  an  |pt^:wlii<:h, 

♦  Sketches  of  i\ic  Wal-^  p.  9S8,-  •    '^^  - 
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as  Mn  Thomson  says,  was  so  '^  generally  repro* 
bated/'  This  editor  is  not  satisfied  with  having, 
as  he  supposes,  freed  colonel  Campbell  froiii 
blame :  in  order  to  enable  him  to  expatiate  npdn 
tfcat  sickening  subject,  American  humanity,  m 
muM  reproach  us.  To  high-minded  Americans 
it  could  not  fail  to  appear  as  a  very  dastardfy  act, 
for  70  6r  80  dragoons  to  retreat  before  SOOinfarf- 
try.  The  British  having,  however,  "  abahaoned 
the  women  and  children,''  we  shall  now  present 
a  specimen  of  the  ^^  humane  treatment,"  which 
the  latter  '*  experienced  from  the  Americans.^ 
Not  only  did  colonel  Campbell,  and  his  500  re* 
gulars,  lay  waste  as  much  of  the  surrounding 
country  as  came  within  their  reach,  and  pilifeV 
and  carry  off  as  much  private  property  als- was, 
eastfy  portable,  btit  they  set  fire  to  the  wholfe 
of  the  little  Tillage  of  l>over,  comprizing  the 
following  46  buildings:  one  saw-mill,  otie  tan- 

*  ,  ■  •  •  •  ' 

house^  thre6  distilleries,  six  stores,  13  barnsT, 
three 'grist-mills,  and  19  dwelling-nouses;  thu& 
utterly  ruining  45  **  peaceable^^  families.  Yet 
w^  all  this  no  more  than  an  ^'  error^^  on  i\A 
part  of  the  American  commander  by  whos^ 
orders  it  had  been  perpetrated. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 
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Sifriint[$  prepatiitioHs  for^  the  ^fth  invadm'ofjhe 
C^nadofrr- American  force  o»  the  Niagara  frim-> 

^^iierrr^JSritish  force  in  the  sarne  neighbourhood — 

...J^isetnharkqfifm  of  major-gef^ral  Jirawn^s  army 
— Capture  of  Fort-Erie.^  tpgetlasr  with  its 
imall  garrison — British  force  at  Chipj^etiau 
'-^ Advance  of  the  American  army — -Battle  of 
Chtppeway^  or  Street  s  creek-— -Retreat  of  major'- 
gpi£ral  Itiall'-^Re^urn  of  the  Atfiericans  to  their 
camp — Fresh  mpvement  asainst  the  British  at 

..Chippewqy '^Further  retreat,  of   the   latter   to 


departure   ft 

George  to  the  Twenty ^and  Fifteen-mile^  cheeks— r- 

Afnerican'   reconnoissance    before    Fort-Qeorge 

— .  Wanton    conflagration    of    the    village    of 

St,  David  ^Investment   of  Fort-George-^Re" 

treat   of  the  Americans    tg   QueenstowTi—t)e' 

struction  of  thevr  hag  gage  ^  and  further  retreat  to 

Chtppeway — Lorresppnmng.  advance  of  major- 

general  RiaWs  light  troops — Re-advance  of  the 

Afriericans   towards  Queenstown  —  Skirmishing 

:  between  the  adverse  piquets--— Arriva^l  of  lieute- 

■  nant'gen^rdt DHAtnifhond  with  a  reinfofderneni-^— 

Detachment  sent  'across  to  Lewistowri-^Ueneral 
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Drummond^s  junction  with  general  Riatl-^ 
Battle  of  Niagara^  or  Lundy^s  lane — Betreat  of 
the  Americans  to  Chippeway  and  Street^s  creek 
-r-.i  A«f  r  destruction  of  Street^s  mills,  and  of  thetr 
own  baggage^  camp^equipage  and  stores — Their 
further  retreat  toFort^Erie^-^Farious  Amerieam 
aecoimis  of  these  operationS'-^Their  gross  mi$» 
statements  corrected. 

JliARLY  in  April  major-general  BrbWrt,  tritli  a 
strong  force  in  regulars,  marched,  a  sec6hcl  time, 
from  Sackett's  Harbor  to  Batavia ;  and  thedce 
to  B.ufialoe,  where  he  fixed  his  head-iquarters. 
Here  he  remained  drilling  his  troops,  and  re- 
ceiving occasional  reinforcements,  till  the  middle 
of  June;  When  he  received  orders,  ^*  to  carr^ 
)Port-£rie,  and  beat  up  the  ehlBmy's  qjuartel^  at 
Chippeway ;  but,"  adds  the  American'  secr^iy 
at  war,  ^^  in  case  his  fleet  gets  the  conti^l  of 
Lake  Ontario,  you  are  immediately  to  re-cross 
the  strait/'^  This  late  commencement  of  th^ 
campaign  arose,  no  doubt,  from  the  l>ack- 
wardness  of  commodore  Chauncey  to  decide  the 
ascendancy  upon  Lake  Ontario;  without  wVich 
the  objects  of  the  American  government  coold 
be  only  partially  fulfilli^d. 

It  took  major-general  Brown  from  the  l5th  of 
June  to  the  2d  of  July,  to  prepare  himself!' for 
crossing  the  Niagara;  which,  according  to  the 
^^  Gieneral  Order''  \  issued  upon  the  occasion^  he 

»  WUkiDson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  641.  f  A  pp.  No.  25* 
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was  tbeo  about  to  do,  with  two  brigades  of  itiian- 
trj,  a  corps  of  artillery,  and  a  body  of  volunteers. 
As  far  as  we  can  gather  from  the  American  ac- 
ooontS)  one  brigade  consisted  of  the  9thy  1 1th, 
SSd,  and  35th  regiments,  under  brigadier-gene-* 
ml  Scott;  the  other,  of  the]  7th,  19th,  21st« 
«od  33d  regiments^  under  brigadier^general 
Ripley;  the  two  united  brigades  numbering 
4580.  rank  and  file.  The  corps  of  artillery  con- 
sisted of  upwards  of  400  men,  having  in  chaise 
tight  field-pieces,  and  one  or  two  howitzers ; 
inpluding,  among  the  former,  severa)  18  and  12* 
pounders.  There  was,  also,  a  squadron  of 
dragoons,  under  captain  Harris  •;  which  we  may 
^stiuMteat  70  men.  To  this  regular  force  of 
9050  rank  and  file,  were  added  from  8  to  1100 
(say  900)  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  and''  Cana- 
dian'^ (or  traitor)  volunteers ;  and  about  150 
Indians  :  making  a  total  force  of  4100  rank  and 
Me^  Besides  this  force,  there  were,  at  different 
posts  between  Erie  and  Lewistown,  the  1st 
fegitnent  of  infantry,  a  regular  rifle  corps,  and 
from  2  to  300  volunteers,  under  a  colonel 
Swift ;  making  an  aggregate  of,  at  leasts  5000 
men.  But  even  this  number  does  not  include  the 
militia  of  the  district,  who,  in  case  of  invasion, 
conld  assemble  to  the  amount  of  2  or  3000 ;  nor 
S  or  4000  regulars,  whom  commodore  Chauncey, 
tf  disposed  to  be  bold^  might  bring  down  fi^om 
Sfu^kett^s  barbon    So  that  the  command  of  Lwa 

i2 
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Ontario  coiild  very  speedily  augment  the  Ansen* 
can  force  upon  the  Niagara  to  10000  men. 

The  British  force  upon  the  same  frontier  waia, 
at  this  time,  under  the  command  of  major-gene* 
ral  Riall,  and  consisted  of  the  royal  Scots^(l$t 
bat.)  100th,  and  103d  regiments,  a  troop  of  Iht 
19tb  light  dragoons,  and  a  detachment  of  artilh 
lery;  numbering,  altogether,  about  1780  rank 
and  file.  But  out  of  this  force  were  garri^ 
soned  the  forts  Erie,  George,  Mississaga,  and 
Niagara;  (the  latter  on  the  AuK&ricaa.sidl^  of 
the  strait;)  also  the  post  upon  Biirliogi^oii 
Heights ;  comprehending  nn  extent  of  frvmlWf 
of  full  70  miles. 

On  the  morning  of  the  .3d  of  July^  fpeneral 
Brown^s  army^^rossed  the  strait,  in  two  diyisioiw; 
one  division  landing  about  a  mile  ai)d  a  jbaKf 
^below,  the  other  about  the  same  distance  above^ 
IPort-Erie ;  against  which  the  Amerifcai}  trttQp$ 
immediately  marched.  Ha,ving  pl^nt^d  a  {hiIt 
tery  of  18-pounders  in  a  ^ood  po^iti^n  i^  £fQUt 
of  the  fort,  and  fired,  and  received  \n  retMrlnj^ii 
few  shots ;  by  which  a  loss  was  sustaioed^  ou  .Qiir 
part,  of  one  m^n  killed,  and^  on  the  purt  pf  the 
Americans,  of  four  men  of  the  Sloth  r^giiQ^iU 
wounded,  major-general  Brown  summon^  Itb^ 
fort  to  surrender* .  Fort-Erie  was,  at  this  tkme^ 
garrisoned  by  two  companies  of  tb^  Sth  /nul 
100th  regiments,  and  a  small  detachnjii^nt .  9f 
artillery,  under  m^ior  Buck,  Qf  the  Sth^  tmA 
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in  respect  to  armament  or  means  of  resife^tance^ 
w«6y  as  aa  American  general  says,  '^  in  a  defence^ 
IftB  condition. V*  The  fort,  consequetatly,  sur-* 
iBtadered.  The  pritoners,  170,  including  officers 
diM  raaksi  were  taken  across  the  river,  to  be 
Mardbed .  into  the  interior  of  New  York ;  and  a 
imall  detaehment  of  American  artillery,  under 
lieiiteaitiiit  Macdonough^  placed  as  a  garrison 
irithin  the  captured  fort :.  in  front  of  which^  on 
the  Ja^ei  were  stationed,  as  a  further  security, 
ihme>  arlned. schooners,  under  the  orders  of  lieu^ 
traaiit-dommandant  Kennedy,  of  the  United 
States-:  nayy^; 

...The British  force  at  Chippeway  was  under  the 
imoradiafei  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Pearu 
son;. and  consisted  of  230  of  the  royal  Scots,  460 
of  the  100th  regiment,  a  troop  of  light  dragoons,^ 
and  a  4miaU  detachment  of  artillery,  amounting, 
in  all,  to  760  rank  and  file ;  exclusire  of  300  seden- 
tajy.  militia,  just  assembled  at  the  rendezvous^ 
and  iabout  the  same  number  of  Indians.    The 
first  intelligence  oft  the  landing  of.  the  ioTading 
umy:  otoohed .  flnajor-igeneral   Riall  at  Chippe- 
mty^:  at.  about  eight  o^clock  on  the  same  mom-^ 
ing;  .atid  he  immediately  ordered  that  post 
to.>..b^.  reidfcroed  bf  five   companies    of  < the 
fcgral  Scots ;'. but  e^en  then;  his  inferiority  of 
Cwte  forbad  Moy  odiec  mdremenl,  thanfot  the 
fMirpQse  6f  reconnoitriag  the  enemy^  position 

•  Wilkiosoii'i  Mem.  Vol.i*  p,  «?;      r 
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and   numbers.       This   service    uras    gallantljr 
performed  by  lieutenant^colonel  Pearson,  at  th0 
head  of  the  flank  companies  of  the  100th  regi- 
ment, and  a  few  militia  and  Indians ;  and  tbtff 
Anierioans  were  geen  posted  on  an  eminence,- 
near  the  ferry  at  Bertie.*    Major-general  Rilill 
would  have  commenced  the  attack  on  that  even^' 
ing,  had  he  been  joined  by  the  8th  regimenf) 
then  hourly  expected  from  York, 
r   On  the  movning  of  the  4tb,  general  Scott'4 
brigade,  with  a  company  of  artillery,  adTaooedf 
by  the  main  road  along  the  margin  of  the  rirwj 
towards  Chippeway ;  and  was  soon  afterwarft 
followed  by  general  Ripley^s  brigade,  and  the 
field  and  park  artillery,  under  major  Hindmatt-l 
also   by   general  Porter  and    his  ▼oldnteenr.f* 
On  its  approach  to  Street's  creek,  the  first  brl*« 
gad'e  encountered  the  British  advance,  now  cbii*« 
sisting  of  the  light  companies  of  the  toyal  Sboli 
and  lOOih  regiments,  and  a  subalt^rn^s  detaoii*-' 
ment  of  the  lOth  light  dragoons^.     tieilenLS^tt 
immediately  detached  in  front  captain  To wsdli'^g 
company  of  artillery^  (IpO  strong,)  witfc  l^fM^ 
IS-pounders ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  direi^te^  ft 
fiank  company  of  the  9th  regiment  of  infantry 
to  march    out    to    the    left    of    the    bri^jbdlB,^ 
and  cross  the  creek  above  the  bridge;  s6  ii  '^to 
asisaii  the   right  of  the  British  advance.    The 
jitary  firing  of  the  enemy's  IS-^pounders^  jMnI 

#  See  Vol.  L  p«  5d.  i  Sketolies  of  tbc  War,  p.  %74* 
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the  close  approach  of  his  main  body,  compelled 
colonel  Peai^n  and  his  small  party,  to  retreat ; 
bat  ''not  until  they  had  intrepidly  destroyed 
the  bridge  over  which  the  advancing  columii 
would^  l>e  pbliged  to  pass.^^'*  Captain  Crooker's 
company  of  the^9(b  regiment  came  suddenly 
iipoo  tli^  (letachn9ent  pf  dragoons,  under  lieu* 
tttnaqt  |}prtpi;>ji  while  the  latter^  was.  covering 
colonel  Pearson's  ce^reat.^  A  skirmish  ensued, 
md  t\f^  4^ri/:an  ,^t^9l|i^eatt  which  had  r^- 
tre^tf4  jfjp,^  iipj^^f  iv0.uld  Iv^ve  certainly  been 
ca|])(qjr^^  bjut/pJT  ithe  ^rrivj^l  of  a  st^rpng  rein- 
^Mcn^iiy^nf^^  under  ipaptains  |Iull  and  Ilarrison, 
ud.  ii^ff  j^q^njt  Randolph^    P i^t  of  this  skirmisb» 

in  .wli^cb  i^nrpf  Ifhft  drjjigowis^  ?n4  ^ight  of  their 
bonpf^^.w^r^^quipdisd,  Mr,  .Tbomsoa  has  lyov^n 
a  fine.  §tpry J ,  conclufling  it  vvith  th^  4.9claration 

of,<}tiie^^f^h|(;i^^  that,  "  in  parr 

t]^q^l^',^J^e  t^ad.wtt^ei^  n^pM^ing  more  g^If 
laut  .th^^p  Ap,  c^duct  of  ^caplfiin  Cfoolp^r  a^d 
hiij^con^psj^f  f *    Th^^uiencaB  pioneers  ^uiving 

^S^^^^I^M  crossed ;  <md,  ^at 

about  y,^9:cJpc^,on,^l^t  nigl^^j  encamp^4  on 

*Ve,?to.t>if^^  %?5*-'«if5'?^'^f  ^^e  first,  biagf^de 
.iSeusing ,  t^  .cr^ek  f»\^  ,1^  bifidge ;  ^e  scicond 
l>rigad^forj(|^yigiheppoondUn^;  and  tl^?  volun* 
te^n^the  tWrf\.  ,  Tj^^  p^iylf  of  artillery  vras  sta- 
tioned qiiJt|l^;f;igbt  of,. ih^, encampment,  resting 
4>n  some  buildj^j^  a^^  an  orchard,  close  to.thip 

t  Sketches  of  the  War.  p.  274, 


1^        MILttAHY    OCCURRENCES  B^'tWAltN 

Hvcr  Niagara ;  and  tlife  light  tiroops,  or  rifleteeii', 
together  with  the  liidiatiii;  Were  posited  Withnl 
the  satiie  space/  on  th&  left,  resting  on  th^ 
ivoods.  ■  '■• 

The  American  army/ thus  encbinjped,  Will 
6tilj  differ  in  numbers  fVoin  that  which  crcMssM 
the  l^trait,*  in  the  absence  of  the  stdsill  gari^iriMi; 
say  50  men,  left  at  Fort- Erie,  under  lieuiehtiiit 
Macdohough;  '  Consequently,  thajot-genteMl 
Brown  b^d, -Uhder  his  rm'mediati^ '  cotiimahd  *ni 
Strelet's  (irisekySOOOregiikT^ris,  (including  Vo'dM* 
gooris,)  900  Nfew  York,  PeiilisylVknia,  and  € 
diiin  Toltin^eei^,'  "and  150  Jiidiatisr ;'  tdtalv 
itieh ;  along  With  ni^e  field  pieceii  and  hiowiii^eiii; 
inciading  some  13,  aind  thi'ee  J8-^oundersi' "  * 

Major-general  Riall  had  stktidnied  himself  btt 
the  left  b^hk  of  the  Chipfie^^y,  distant  stbBtft 
li  miles  fiknn  the  Aineriiban  encampfmen't ;  4bi]', 
faavitig  been  joinedy  on  tli^  ind^rniiig  of  th^^tfa; 
by  480  rank  and  lile  of  the  ^th  iegimttit:, 
detettnined  to.  attlack  the  Americans  dii'  thldt 
afteilioon.  His  force  now  consisted  '6f  tjt36 
i^Ulars,  (incliidiMg  ttbdut  70  di^goo^)  ilo6 
sedtotary  militia,^  ^kid  slbotlt  tbeiiaitie  nintibet 
bf  lYidiahs ;  totitl,  21^6  tnieh  ;  aTdhg  with  'tir6 
t24-^polinderis;  aiid  a  5f  inch  howitzer;  --v^ ;' 
-  At  the  appointed  hour  the  British *fcrbi^i&ed-i(h6 
€hii>{)eway,  dttd  thkrtjhed  to  1:he  atfkcfe  ;4hfe 
Indian^,  biid  &  pktt  6f  the  militia,  adVsihcitt'^ 

*  See  p.  1  i<l.  f  6n)f  pai^llj  armed. 
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fbroiugh  tfae  'woods  «Ib  the  rlgfatv^WhicU  #chrcl 

iftlciTtM  l>y-  tlie  remhinder  in  the  nlilitni;  ^tid  bV 

fhe&g4ifi^6iiipitni««  bftfa^  rojal  Scots  ^tfdlOOttf 

-l^giments(,    uilder    iietitenf^t-colbn^l   P^i4oii. 

The  approach  of  the  Indians  being  discovbiri^ 

byj^the  Americans)    general  Potter,   -iHth  the 

Wlidle  Of  bid  Volttiite^rs  ai^d  Indiahs,  slii^poMed 

by  n  idetsidbtnent  of  80  men  iVom  th^  seebtid 

brigade^,    uhdfer   cajptain   W.  Ma^dotf^ld/  was 

eMbl-eidl  tb  ^dVadce  frmti  the  iiibr,  -  aiid  dKV^ 

tbem  blBK^kv    About  S30  of  bttr  liildiaiYS,  led  by 

N^ftoti;4iad  k^{lt  tbo  ithich  tbihe  r}g;^t;  arid  tverU 

Whiffy  out  of  ihe^tloti.'    Ttie^  reiklaitiitfg  dO; 

M^isUtig  chieflj  of  Wyandbtii,  W  by  ba^tain 

Wdt^i'ob  buih^  eAcd»nt#red  by  g;en«)ral- Pdrtei-'s 

brigade,  ibtl  bai'k,finit,tip6iitUfetiiiliHal,'^dth«h; 

tiiMhg  witii  the  Ifttter;  dpoai  colbhei   Peahson's 

detiit^inient  of  regulars.    A  ispiHted  actibn  now 

«ilMr^ ;'but  si !few' well-directed y6\Up fi^imtbe 

BHifieth'^reElently  reversed  liit^dr^def'  6^  ikitags ; 

kd'g«neral  Portier's 'brigade  of  Toldnieen^  and 

Ittdiansr  gisve^  ^Bf;  bnd  '*  fled  iik  eiVit'rf  diVeetioh/' 

8b  iffiddl  getiek*al  Brown.*    Biit  general  Pbrt^f 

hittia«lf  sA^^  :-^"  The  actlbil  iorf  Chippeitay,  irf 

Whicii  th^  Vbtuiliteerd  took  so  kbnsj^icubUs  a  pai't; 

Witltetet'be  teikiefaribetned,  to  the  honoi^  of  tfai^ 

Afti^riciiti  arms.  \  It  wa»  cbnmienced  by  ^SM 

Piailtlliyi vabia .  vblunteerit  And  Ibdian   trarriors^ 

^ho  met  aibout  the  sarnie  nnmber  of  British 

•  Wilkinson's  Meih.  VoL  t  p.  I55i/    '^ 
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militia  and  Ipdiafis,  pvertbrew  and  drove  them 
behind  the  main  lifie  of  the  British  armyi 
destroyifig,  at  lesist,  150^  and  annihilating,  it- 
is  belfevefl,  this  description  of  the  enemy^^ 
force/'* 

Th^  reader  may  well  conceive,  v^hat  a  para'v 
graph  can  be  made  oyt  of  this .  modest  ealiH 
gium,  by  an  American  editor;  and  who  so 
able  as  Mr.  Thomson  p^^Thu^,  then,  says  thtf 
hittfiJf  :-*— ^^  General  Pqrter  met,  attacked,  and^ 
^f^eJf  a  short  but- severe  contest,  drove,  the  eofN 
my 's  right  before  him,  His  route  to  Cbippeway 
was  intercepted  by  the  whole  British  coluoMit' 
arrayed  in  order  of  battle;  and  $igainst  thia 
powerful  force  the  volunteers  desperately  main? 
tspned  their  g^und;  until  they  were  over4 
powered  by  the  superiprity  qf  discipline  and 
itumbers.'^f  No^  only  does  nvajqr-g^ners^l  Riall'ii 
dei^p^tch  shew,  cl^rly,  that  Mr*  Thomson** 
^^  Wh9)e  British  coluipq'^  consisted  of  ^'  thelighl 
troops, '^^  uqder  colonel  Pearson ;  but  general 
Wilkinson  hiqiself  is  compelled  to  admit,  that 
his  friend,  genera)  Porter,  ^^  surprised  a  body  of 
Indians,  who  apposed,  to  be  in  consultation,  and 
immediately  gave  way ;  hut,  keeping  up  a  brid^ 
skirmish,  retreated  to  where  they  were  stroqgly 
reinforced  by  the  enemy's  troops,^'  (called  ^^  iniA? 
gulars^'.in  the  very  next  paragraph,)  ^^  who,i|j|[ 

:     «  Wilkiasao>  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p«  658. 
f  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  277»         |  App,  No.  \6. 
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tiira^  forced  Porter  to  retreat. ^^*  In  Ibis  wAy  do 
we  expose  a  ^V  general  Porter/'  as  completely  ast 
we  trust,  we  formerly  did  a^^  commodore''  or 
captain,  of  the  same  name,f  and,  it  sterns  lil^ely, 
of  the  same  family  too. 

Colonel  Pearson^  with  his  light   trbops^  mir 

litia,    and    Indians^  pursued   general    Port^r'^i 

iirigade  of  Toluuteers  and  Indiahs,  and  captain 

Macdonald's  60  regulars ;  till  the  arrival  of  9 

ttfong    reinforcement    from    general   -Ripley^s 

biigade^  including  thfe  whole  of  the  25th  regi* 

meavt,  obliged  the  British  advance  to  fall  back^ 

in  its  turn.     While  this  skirmishing  was  going 

on  upon  the  right  of  the  British  line,  msyqr* 

genersil  Riall  had  drawn  up  his  troops  before  the 

^^eniy's  position;  placing  the  8th  regimeht,  and 

the  -two  light  i24-pounders  and  howitzer,  upon 

the  left,  and  the  royal  Scots  and  100th  regimenti^ 

directly  in  front.    The  enemy  had  posted  his 

•rtiil^ry  upon  the  right  of  his  line ;  which  fcousisted 

bf  the  1st,  or: general  Scott's  brigade,  anda  portion 

of  the  2d,  or  general  Ripley's  brigade:  another 

|X>rtion  had  been  detached  in  support  of  the^ 

9d^  or  general  Porter's  brigade  of  volunteers.   . 

The  royal  Scots  and  100th  regiments  wer^ 
'ordered  to  charge  the  enemy's  column.  The 
ground  over  which  they  had  to  pass  was  uneven^ 
and  covered  .with  long  grass,  which  greatly 
Impeded  their  progress.  .  jtwks  niot,  hoi^^very 

i 

■ 

*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p,  651. 
i  James's  Na?.  Occur,  p;  305— 'JO^ 
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till  tbe  enemy's  musketry,  and  a  flanking  fire 
fW>ib  four  pieces  of  his  artillery,  had  caused « 
prions  loss  of  killed  and  wounded  in  the  ranks 
dt  these  brave  regiments^  that  the  attempt  was 
given  up.  Any  further  contest  with  a  forot 
SO' superior  in  numbers  being  considered '  as 
tiiiavailing,  the  British  ^oops  wete  directed  i6 
i^etire  upon-  Chippeway •  This  they  did  in  thft 
toodt  -perfect  order;  bringing  away,  aifaong  tbdifir 
"gtkvi^i  a  piece  ^  that  had  been  disabled>-  and 
losifig^'in  prisbiiers  lione  but  the  woonded.  :  tSA 
gallsintly  was  the  retreat  covered  by  the  Sth  vegi«- 
Unetit  and  colonel  Pearson's  light  detachment^ 
that  thof  Americans  were  deterred  from  adTapt^ing 
With  sufficient  promptitude,  to  hinder  theifiritisli 
IVotn  destroying  the^  bridge  across  the  Cbipfm^ 
way  ;. on  the  leftrbankof  which,  major-genesid 
filiall  again  encamped.  This  the  American  gnai^ 
ral  calls  being  *'  closely  pressed.^^^  .  •  ii^ 

The  British  loss  iii  the  battle  of  Stniet^ 
<creek  was  very  severe.  The  killed  amduAtM 
to  three  captains,  three  subalterns,  sisven  ^  set* 
jeelnts,  and  135  rank  and  file ;  the  wounded,,  if 
three  field-officers,  (including  the  commanding 
officers  of  the  royal  Scots  and  100th  regiments,) 
fite  captains,  18  subalterns,.  18  Serjeants^  ted 
a77^rank  and  file;  and  the  missings  to  one 
Sttteiltern,  one  serjeant,  and;  44  rank  and  file ; 
totCil;^  148  killed;  321  wounded;  and  46  nusso 
ing :    grand  total,   (including  433  of  the  two 

*  App.  No.  28. 
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Jbe^wre-meiitioned  regiments,)  515.*  Th^tQy^l 
8qoI»  were,  now  iiediiced^  in. effective jstwogtbi 
t^ HIS,  the  KN)th,  to  5245»  and  general  Hiair^ 
^dioleibroe^  of  vegularii)  militia,  and  Indiao^j 
toi  under  1520^  ra^  and  file.  The  loss  (^  %h9 
Aitt^ieAnSy  in  .thesnine  battle,  amouiitfid  to  tmro 
Migeaaits,  aAd  68  rank  and  file,  killed;  .^s^ 
folonely  tkrte  captain^^,  seven  silbalterns,  14  seirr 
^ntsJ  and  210  rank  aod  file,  wounded;:  {iip4 

Me  lieatenant-coloneU  one  major,  one -capUuilft 
(all  of) ^militia,)  two  Serjeants,  andi2i2  rank  file^ 
miiaiii^^^toiliaU  60  killed ;.  235  Ji^ouud^d ; .  aoil 
27;  inkfiiRg  \r-  grand  .  total,  322 : 1"^  tbn^ :  kay^ing 
geftaral(Bi!Own  a  force  of  fail  3730  men.     - 

Considering  that  tibiB.  firifng^  between  the  m%\t^ 
bodies  of  fthe.  two  armi^'did>  Jsot  continue. |>e- 
jMnid'an  hour  anda.half,  aliidrtbat  t^bcii&tb.Tegi* 
mioDt,  fflsQim:  ithb  iiature  of  ijts  pos}tiQn,i>pafty^ 
pated'vclry:  slightly  in*  the  engagem<)nt,:  the  )qss 
on ;' both  sides:  is  a^  proof  of  the  spirit  ^witb 
wbich  it  .was.  conte^ed.  It  is  rather  ext^aor- 
4»avjy  that  not  one  of  our  three  histpria^s 
shottld  have  thought  fit  to  state  numJierson 
either  side;  yet  do  they  all  concur  in  declarijig, 
tkat  the  numerical  superiority  was.  •  in  .  qi^i; 
hvor.Mt.  O- Connotes  account  not  les^:£9;rritfi 
eonciseness  than  its  gross  extravagance,  is  woithy 
of^iisertioiiu  ^*  The  American  troops,^'  sa/s.thii^ 
writer,  "  on  no  occasion  behaved  with  more 
gallantry  than    on    the  present.     Tl^p   British 

♦  Afti,  .No.  2^.  .f  Apg.  No.  ^9, 


IfiB       Ml4ttARt   OCCURHfiXCES  BEtlTEEK 

regulars  suffered  defeat  from  a  number  of  metf^ 

principally   volunteers   and   militia,  --  inferiur 

in  every  thing  but  courage  to  the  vanquished 

enemy/'*— This  is  the  man  whose  title-*page  has 

the  Words:  ^^  Carefully  compiled  from  officiid 

documents  ;'^  and  yet^  who  pretends  to  be  ig^n^ 

Irant,  that  the  *' official''  returns  on  his  ownsfdi^ 

particularize  five  regiments  of  regular  infantojr 

and  a  corps  of  artillery,  as  having  suffered  a  IO09, 

in  the  action.    .  Even   general  Wilkinson^  «o 

cautious  in  these  matters,  stales  the.  e^fectivje 

strength  of  general  Scott's  brigade,  alone^atllOO 

regular  infantry,^  and  the  force  that  eretaed  thc 

strait  under  general  Brown,  at  about  3500nie%|[' 

iifduding  about  3700  regulars.  § 

We  will  readily  admit  that^  in  this  batJikki| 
the  Americans  fought  with  more  bravery  naA 
determination,  than  they  had  done  since  the 
war  commenced.  No  opportunity,  hovreveTf. 
occurred^  of  employing  the  bayonet  to  aoy 
advantage ;  and  our  troops  had  to  resort  to  ranoB* 
ketry ;  '^  in  wbich,'^  says  general  Wilkinson^ 
^^  the  American  soldier,  from  habits  of  early  life(^; 
will  always  excel/^||  The  general  adds:  ^^  Goili** 

■ 

paring  small  with  great  things,  here,  as  aal^ 
Minden,  the  fate  of  the  day  was  settled  by  thet 
artillery;  and  the  American  Towson  may  de<% 
servedly  be  ranked  with  the  £ritibh  Philips^> 

*  Hist,  of  the  War,  p.  254.' 

+  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  664.  ! 

4  lUd.  p..  fi4a.        §  IMd.  668.         ||  Ibidt  ^^ 
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^  ,   and  Foy*^'  ^     Poor  generjtl  Wil- 

Lioson's  comparisons  are  the  most  amusing  part 
of  his  book.  Without  elevating  *^  the  American 
Towson''  to  quite  so  lofty  a  st&tion^  we  may 
observe,  that  the  Amerieans  deserve  great  credit 
fM*  the  attention  they  pay  to  their  .artillery ; 
^hich  isv  in  general,  fully  as  well  served  IU9  oar 
own^  apd,  excepting  the  accidental  circum« 
stance  of  our  having  two  24>pounders  in  thip 
action,. of  much  heavier  caliber. 

The  readiness  of  the  Americans  to  engage,  at 
tlie  battle  of  Street^s  creek;  appiears  to  have  ori- 
ginated ip.mis^information.  From  the  prisoners 
takea  at  Fort^Erie  general  Brown  learned,  that 
m^Qr-general  RiaU's  regular  force  atCbippeway 
.insisted  solely  of  the  first  battalion  of  the  royal 
S^ots,  and  the  100th  regiment ;  and  consequently, 
of  iiot  more  than  1 1  or  1200  men.  The  A  mericaa 
comnEKanderi  therefore,  with,  his  3000  ^*  accom*^ 
plished  troops,'^f  advanced  boldly  to  the  attack. 
This  is  confirmed  by  Mr.  Thomson ;  who,  not 
only  mentions  no  other  than  the  above  two  regi* 
niecits  as  present,  but  states,  that  lieutenant- 
general  Drummond  ordered  up  ^  the  8th  ^r 
king^s  regiment  from  Yot-k,^^  in  consequence  of 
"the  defeat  of  major-general  Riall/*;}; 

On    the    other   hand)   intelligence   reached 
^he  British^ — probably  through  emissaries,  or 

•  *      -     ♦  Wilkinson's  Memoirs,  Vol.. I.  p.  652.  ^ 

t  App.  No.  28.         '  .  4  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  280« 


spien,  pui^selj  sent  from  the  Ameripan  esn^i 
7— tkat  general  Brown's  force  exceeded  500Qm^9 } 
and  m^jor-general  Rial!  himself^  iroin  the  report 
qf  ttieAm^rip^  niiliti^-Officers,  taken  prisop^ff 

fit  tb^  commencement  of  tUe  {action, .  ^Qn§i€iere4 
th^  eiqiemj'^  fprce  to  an^ount  to  f'6OO(>.pi40i 
frUh  a  very  numerous  train  of  artilU.ty .''t :  W# 
I^te  see  St  striking  dififejrence  in ,  the  impre^ioo 
r^pe^ting  his  adversary's  strength,  m^S 
which  each  of  the  generals  led  his  troopiit .  iaif) 
battje.  ;i 

.  During  the  6th  ^nd  7th.  of  July ^  g^erj^ 
Prown  remained  qui^t  at  his  encampio^nt^ 
:^h^  bank  of  Street's  qreiek ;  but,  on  th§  lao^ninig 
of  the  8th  t  he  determined  upon  an  attempt  t^ 
dislodge  .  major-general  Riall,  who  was'  4tul 
Stationed  at  Chippeway.  To  effect  this  ol;g^»^ 
general  Ripley  proceeded,  with  his  brigade  fod 
jthe  artillery,  to  a  point  on  the  right  b.ank  of 
the  Chippeway,  three  miles  above  the  Brtt^^ 
camp,  in  order  to  open  a  road  of  commynicatiQn, 
|ind  to  construct  a  bridge  across  the  river;  or 
.creek,  for  the  passage  of  the  troops.  After  t^e 
Americans  had  planted  their  artillery  on  1^ 
^ank,  a  detachment  of  general  Riall's  artill^ 
arrived  in  front;  but  the  latter/ having tiow  in 
charge  two  pieces  only,  was  obliged,  after  a  slight 
cannonade,  to  withdraw.  The  bridge  was  sqqb 
afterwards  completed;   and  the   whole  of  the 

♦  App.  Np.  26. 
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Amerieail  force  crossed  oven  In  the  mean  wfail^j 
Rciligor-general  Riall  had  broken,  up  his  encamps 
RTuent,  and  retired  towards Quednstown  and  Fort^ 
CSeorgei  at  which  latter  place^be  atrived  dn  tbttt 
^nreAing.  Diiri  ng  the  same  night,  general  Browtk 
^3cciipied  Chippeway  ;  aild^  oh  the  following 
Rnorningi  advanced  to  Queenstown )  where  .hn 
again  encampedi 

Oft  the  13th|  while  the  Americans .  w«#e  at 
<2dee68town^  brigadier-general  Swift  was  de^' 
taehed,  with  rl30  (one  American  account  saya 
1200)  0^  general  Porter^s  volunteers,^  to  recon- 
noitre general  RialFs  position  at  Fort^George* 
Or  Rfriyii^  near  the  fort,  gehehtl  Swift)'  witfa[ 
hitdetibfament^  came  suddenly  upon  ia  corporal 
and  five  mien  t  belonging  to  a  patrolling  partf 
of  SS^nuoikand  file  from  the  light  company  o# 
th0  Mh|  und^r  major  Evans  of  that  regimehtt 
One«f  the  five  privates  levelled  his  piece  at  thci 
Amlilican  ganeral  $.  and^  after  mortally  wounds 
ing  him,  was  himself  shot  dead#  His  five  com* 
rades  now  fell  back  upon  the  remaining  SQ. 
m^n  of  their  detachment ;  who^  on  the  report 
of  the  iirftt  musket^  had)  with  msgor  Evans  sit 
thi^ir  head,  marched  forward  tb  the  spot«  'Tlrtf 
81  British  were  instantly  surrounded  by  theif 
120  op|iOnents ;  but  the  former,  by  their  skill  and 
tiTomptitude,  extricated  themselves^  without 
further  loss^  from  their  perilons  sit  nation «    Mri 

♦  Sketched  of  the  War,  p,  WU 
VOL*   Il4^  .    R 
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Tliomson,  who' is  the  only  editor  that  notioet 
the  affair,  magnifies  our  force  to  60  men ;  aod 
then  pretends  that  the  man,  after  he  had  surr 
rendered,  shot  general  Swift.  The  truth  is,  from 
the  hour  that  the  Americans  landed  near  Fort- 
-Erie,  those  inhabitants  who  ^^  behaved  peac^-^ 
ablj,  and  followed  their  private  ocupations,"* 
instead  of  being,  as  was  promised  by  geneml 
Brown,  in  his  proclamation  to  the  CanadiaQs, 
^'  treated  as  friends/'  were  plundered  of  their 
property,  and,  in  many  instances,  sent  as  pri- 
soners to  the  American  side.  By  way,  therefore^ 
of  palliating  the  enormities  known  to  hftv^ 
been  committed  by  the  American  army  im  ito 
progress  through  the  country,  Mr.  Thonfesoa. 
prepares  this  account  of  general  Swift^s  dtath  ; 
adding  :*^^'  The  whole  volunteer  brigade  to. 
which  the  general  was  attached,  solieiled-aa  opp 
portunity  to  avenge  the  fall  of  their  brave  offio^p; 
and  an  opportunity  was  not  long  wanted/^t 

.While  at  his  encampment  at  Queenstowo,; 
gweral  Brown  writes  commodore  Cbauncey, 
under  date  of  the  13th  July,  to  the  fpllowiiig 
effect : — ^^  All  accounts  agree  that  the  forcet  of 
the  enemy  in  Kingston  is  very. light.  Meet  me 
on  the  lake-shore,  north  of  .Fort^-George,  wit)i 
your  fleet ;  and  we  will  be  able,  1  have  no^oubt^ 
to  settle  a  plan  of  operation  that  will  break  ^e 
power  of  the  enemy  in  Uppeif  Canada,  and  that 
in  the  course  of  a  short  time.     At  all  events,  let 

»  App.  No.  ^5.        f  3kptchc8  of  the  War^  p.  383. 
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n)ft.)iear  £com  !jott:;tyMiW(^<iookfd.for  jqm  fle^t 

itb  tl|^^eat)e$t  aiffiety^  (siomtU^  IQtb..    1  do 

O^doM^:niy;:«id>iljjty;:tofjnie0t  iklie .  enemy,  ij^ 

mhe,  fie]4,  ;Aiu|  (tQ  iq^isiclir  in  wy  .diiwftipu  wet. 

3ii4 1  CPUAtry i;  -^•^dar  flmt ;  ^carry#ag>  fi>r  im .  tUe 

Tiece^wryf ,  Mpplies.. ,.    Wj^. :  cen^  .;lhreateQ  f<Krta 

^SecHrge/.awd}  iNiejE^ra,  and   can^ uBwlington?, 

Heigbtp  and  ^ork  («  and  proceed  direct  to;Ki9g^ 

stQUiJmAiQWfj  Uiat'.plac^/;  For  God'^, sabe  lfit> 

mfixfiMiyim^  v  Sjk >4aiaeir;wiU  Mt.  fight.  » Two  of 

hi«^t«KMki«re  liOWi'iA  Niagara  tidier..':  If^you: 

canebid^itQ  jEDeetfne  at  (the»bead  of  tbelake^aod 

tl|a&>ioiinediatfily,^liia!i^eiitbe  goodness  to  tbfiiig^ 

tke  9Pii9;.faitd.  Iroops/that*!  bave  ordered  from 

Saokelli'iHaiihor.^.':.  -  • :   .■   :x.\  {y.     r-.  ^r...":^.-^ 

iCenuuDdover  Cbauoeey »  knowing  >  bettonthatt 

ttatr^ratDhJamee.  would  os  not  figfat,  wis  lyiogr 

at  oSaskett^jti  lUarbory ;  airailMg:  ihe  jeq  aipmenJt 

of  ilMkeeeoiid  frigate^tfae^  Mohawk ;  ^'  tx>rmain< 

tato/*  :ififiyit;uui- J  American  edttoir,  ^^  the  exisdsgi 

«%aalit|ii^u  hut,.inirea]iiy,.to  acquire  tkatoM-. 

lihnrflfainpefioirity^iii^haut; which  it  would motfae 

pradeut  to.ajppeer  oo.tbe.lake.f  .?'S    -        i 

'  Oto'iha.moroiog^ofKtbe  9th^.  m^jor-gehenli 

Riall^leayiug  at  the  fort»  George  and  Mississaga^ 

ittrliett  of  the  QSfO  nank  and  file  of  the  Glengarry 

regitfientv  and  of  theaaoo  militia,:|:  by  whom  he  had; 

'  "'   e^  WIlkiifk6n*s  Memoirs,  Vol.  I.  p.  666.  • 
''   '^    f  JamaTff  Natttl  Ocenrrencci,  p.  300. 
X '  Botii  e^ceDtly  artiTMi  from  York* 
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tfaiere  beeii  joined,  detachnMtitt  of  thfe  royal  Scbfl^' 
^dSth,  and  the  remaining  24fi  of  the  lOOfh,  regl^' 
ihenii^  proceeded,  with  a  ibrce  in  regnlars  iatid- 

*        *  I 

militia,  anioatiting  to  about  1360  rank  and  fiftf,* 
towafds  Burlington  heights ;  where  he  etp6bt»d- 
to  meet  the  103d  regiment,  and  the  flank  eooi|Mf^ 
nies  of  the  104th^  the  latter  of  which  had  recently 
arriTcd  there.  This  junction  was  fbrtnnatelJF' 
effected  at  the  Twenty-mile  creek ;  whento  tW 
fl^ftjor-general,  with  bis  force,  now  augmented  M^ 
about  2000  regulars  and  militia,  marchedbaok- 
to,  and  took  post  at^  the  Fifteen*mile  cnsek, 
distant  about  13  miles  from  the  American  cattfi; 
Intelligence  of  this  movement  on  the  patt^ 
major-general  Riall 9  unaccompanied,  howeivw^ 
by  any  account  of  his  having  been  joined  by 
the  103d  regiment^  reached  general  Brown  oii^ 
llie>14tii^  the  day  after  he  bad  called  for  common 
dore  Chfluncey^s  eo-operation^  The  Bntisb 
force,  thus  asstembled^  was  stated  to  oonsist'ii^ 
one  wing  of  the  royal  Scots^l  tbe  lQOtbm|ji^ 
mint>  and  the  Glengarry  light  infantry ;  aoHAnii^ 
ing,  in/all,  to  1250  men,  besides  800  ^neorporatevl 
militia  and  Indians ;  making  a  total  of  9060 
meii^  We  have  here  the  total,  though  ^notitha 
detajilsj»  of  the  British  force^  as  accurately  state4 
as.  need  be.  Had  the  junction  of  the  .108d 
xegiment  been  known,  we  may  well  suppose 
that  msgor^general  Riall's  force  would  have  been^ 

«  ^Wilkinion'ft  Memoui^  Vol*  I.  pt  669. 
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M^eHed  out  to  3000  men  ;  but^  although  consd^ 
^red  to  be  a  third  below  that  amount,  no 
Attack  was  to  be  made,  without  the  sanction  of  a 
.council  of  war.  General  Brown's  force,  on  this 
occasion,  ^'  was  estimated  at  2700  regulars,  and 
-JOOO  voluqtjeers,  militia,  and  Indians  ;''*  which 
,«ipoantB.  within  30  men,  to  what  we  stated  to 
kn^ye  been  that  officer's  force,  after  the  JKittle  of 
Stf^^t's  qreek.  At  (his  council  the  minority 
was  for  ^tlacking  major-general  Riall ;  the 
Vii^oirity,  for  investing  Fort-George.  Accord* 
.IRgl^f  op  the  }5th,  general  Uipley's  brigade, of 
legnlnrs,  and  general  Porter's  brigade  of  To|an- 
:teers,  s^ccQimpani^d  by  a  detachment  pf  regular 
9itillery,  with  a  6-pounder  and  a  6^  inch  1)0W- 
itzfer,  the  whole  numbering  about  2300  rpnk  and 
file,  advanced  to  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
British  fort,  Whije  this  strong  body  of  Am^rj- 
mm  troops  was  reconnoitring  the  fortifici^tion^, 
lieutennnt-Golonel  Tucker,  with  ti^e  detachment 
of  the  8th  regiment,  and  two  6-pound^jr  $e)d* 
.pieces,  moved  out  from  Fort-rMississ^igiaji  and^ 
Jbeing  joined  by  the  few  royals  from  Fort-George, 
and  luded  by  the  guns  of  th^t  fort,  compelled 
the  An)ericans,  in  spite  of  their  great  snperiprity 
,  of  numbers,  to  retire  to  a  more  respectable  dis- 
.t^ncei    Not  a  casualty  occurred  on  onr  part. 

Several  slight  skirmishes  afterwards  took  plac^ 
b^ween  the  adverse  piquets^  in  ^hiph  the  Am^-- 
.  ricuns  were  aloi^t  the  only  su^rers^    The  f iiirn 
•  WilkiBSQu'f  Memoirs,  ¥oL  I.  p.  660. 
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ther  proceedings  of  the  American  troops  before 
Fort-George,  are  tolerably  well  defined  in  major 
M'Farland's  letter : — '*  The  militia  and  Indians, 
says  he,  **  plundered  and  burnt  every  thing. 
The  whole  population  is  against  us:  not  a 
foraging  party,  but  is  fired  on,  and  not  unfre- 
quently  return*  with  missing  numbers.  This 
state  was  to  be  anticipated.     The  Indians  were 

1 

sent  olF  some  days  since,"  (letter  dated  25th  of 
July,)"  "  as  they  were  found  useless,-  except  to 
plunder.  The  militia  have  burnt  several  pri-. 
rate  dwelling-houses  ;  and,  oh  the  19th  insliaDt^ 
burnt  the  village  of  St.  David,  consisting  of 
about  30  or  40  houses.  This  was  done^  withiii 
three  miles  of  camp ;  and  my  battalion  was  'siSat 
to  cover  the  retreat,  as  they  (the  militia)  bdd 
been  sent  to  scour  the  couiitry  of  some  liidians 
and  rangers,  and  it  was  presumed  they  migbt 
be  pursued.  My  God !  what  a  service.  I  never 
witnessed  such  a  scene ;  and,  had  not  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  party,  lieutenant-colonel 
Stbne,'been  disgraced,  and  sent  out  of  the  ifirmy^ 
I  should  have  handed  in  my  sheep-skin.*'^<-^ 
The  major  declares,  in- the  very  same  letter,'^— as 
a  proof  of  his  being  a  staunch  Americah,-T-tifat 
he  desires  no  better  fun  than  to  fight  the 
British  troops,  (whom  he  politely  calls,  '^Euro- 
pean cut-throats,^')  giving  to  them  one-fourth 
more  than  his  own  number.  What,  then, 
must  have  been  the  '*«cenes^^  and  sufierings, 

*  .Commusion.        .  -   .    * 
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tfaat  coulii  excite  compassion  in  such  a  breast 
as  this  ? 

Although  none  of  the  American  historians 
bestow  a  word  upon  the  burning  of  St.  David*^, 
and  the  pillage  of  the  surrounding  country,  we 
now  perceive  to  what  Mr.  Thojoison  more  parti- 
cularly alluded,  when  he  told  us,  that  the  whole 
Tolunteer  brigade  had  solicited  leave  to  aVenge 
general  Swift's  death,  and  that  ^' an  opportunity 
was  not  long  wanted/'  It  is  true,  lieutonai^nti-colo- 
ael  Stone  was  declared,  by  a  "  General  Order,"' 
to  have  ^'  directed"  the  burning  of  St.  David's, 
** contrary  to  the  orders  of  government;'^  and 
the  same  document  concluded  thus: — ^^  Lieu- 
tenant-colonel Stone  will  retire  from  the  army." 
But  this  summary  method  of  discharging  officers 
was,  in  the  American  camp,  as  customary  as  it 
proved  inefTectual.  Among  many  instances, 
general  Brdwn,  soon  after  the  battle  of  Street's 
Dreek,  ordered  captain  Treat,  of  the  21st  infan* 
try,  "on  the  spot,  to  retire  from  the  ai*my," 
for  having  been  guilty  of  coy^ardice ;  and  -yet  a 
court-martial,  presently  afterwards,  re-instated 
that  officer  in  his  command.  Why  was  not 
lieutenant-colonel  Stone  tried  for  his  offence, 
and  thereby  allowed  an  opportunity  ofshewing 
whether  or  not  he  hieid  exceeded  his.orders  ?  If  he 
set  fire  to  St.  David's  without  orders,  was^  there 
not  a  "General  Order,"  issued  by  general  Brown 
himself,  in  which  it  was  exprei^sly- declared, 
that-^'^  Any  plunderer  shall  be  puntshfed  with 
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death''  ?  *  But  that  the  Canadians  had  expe- 
rienced, both  in  their  persons  and  properties, 
fio  mai^y  flagrant  violations  of  that  ''  Geperal 
,Order>''  as  to  entitle  it  to  be  considered,  unleasy 
in  its  intended  operation  upon  the  public  miady 
4IS  mere  blank  paper,  ue  might  suppose  that 
•the  gallant  colonel  had  saved  himseit',  by  the 
quibbling  excuse,  that  he  was  not  a  ^'  plim^ 
derer/'  bnt  an  inceadiarj.  The  most  ^xtra- 
•ordinary  thing  is,  however,  that  the  Americao 
government,  within  seven  weeks  after  the  burn* 
ing  of  St,  David's,  and  when  some  appJiogjr 
ibr  th^t,  among  other  atrocities,  was  thought  jdue 
4o  the  representations  made  on  our  part^riiould 
»y:*-^^^For  the  burning  of  St.  David\  com- 
mitted by  stragglers,  the  o^cer  who  commanded 
jn  that  quarter  w^s  dismissed,  without  a  trisd^for 
^ot  preventing  it.^'f  Lieutenant-colonel  Stoae, 
then,  w^s  not  ^^  dis.  issed  without  a  .tr^^^' 
because  he  ^^  directed,^'  but  ^^  for  not  preventp 
ing/'  the  burning  of  the  village;  nor  was. t^ 
l^ct  commjitted  by  the  militia  sent,  under  ibfi 
lorders  of  this  very  colonel,  ^^  to  scour  )thp 
country,'^  but  by  ^*  stragglers,*'  under  the  piidfKS 
^of  jnO  one;  jand  this,  although  the  AmerMHn 
camp  tvnft   nly  three  miles  off. 

On  the  day  succeeding  the  confl^gr^tipa.  'fkf 
St.    David's,    general    Brown    abandoned    3us 

♦  App«  No.  2i^- 
f  Mr.  Mnaro's  letter  to  sir  Alexander  Cochraney  dAtqd 
Sept  6j  1814. 


ORBAT   PaiTAlN  AND   AMJERICA'.  137 

Encampment  %t  Qaeenstown,  and  concentrated 
•2^  is  whole  force  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort* 
C^ieorgie;  statioaing.a  part,  of  }t  oa  the  shore  of 
S.jtke.OiU:wi99  to  keep  a  aharp  look-out  for  the 
^^utivfil  of  conHHodore  Chauncey's  fleet,  >vith  the 
"■^nTinntilj  expected   ^'  guns   and   troops  from 
IBackett's  Harbor.-^    After  waiting  in  suspenne 
Ttffom.  the  20yth  to  the  23d,  general  Brown  pre^- 
^^laied  to  retrace  his  st^ps  to  Queenstown  and 
:^2Upp6way ;  in;  order,  as  he  sajs,  to.  draw  a  sup* 
^ply  c^ provisions  from  Schlosser,  and  then  march 
.^iitoctlj.  tO:  Burlington   Heights.*      American 
gcautioii  iwas  never  more  conspicuous  than  in 
jthia.  setragrade  movement  of  general  Brown's. 
The  fortifications  of  Fort-George  were  not  in 
a   better    state  than    when   general   M^Clure^ 
with  a  garrison. of  upwards  of  2000,  abaiidoned 
them  to  colonel  Murray,  with  fewer  than  500 
mett;it  and  now  that  fort  was  garrisoned  by  a 
smaller  number  than  then  besieged  it^  and  was 
haseigied    by.  double    the    number  .  that    then 
composed  its  garrison.     Yet  major  M'Farland, 
in   his  before^mentioned    letter,  .assigns,   as  a 
tniuM  for  general  Brown^s  retreat,  that  it  would 
i^B^ure  ^^  6000  men^  with  a  large .  train  .  of  bat«> 
^^ng  artillery,"  to  make  any  impression;  upon 
Fort-Gdebrge^^  The  Americans, seem  determined 
to  'remind  ^us,    as   wdil  ofiigeneral   M^lure's 
bloodless  surrender  pf   this  same  fort,   as  ^ 

•  Art?- J!*o.  32.  t  Seep.  11. 
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colonel    Murray's  gallant  assault   upoii^    and 
capture  of,  their  own  Fort-Niagara.  * 

General  Brown^  with  his  army,  entered 
Queenstown  on  the  evening  of  the  23d  ;  and,  oa 
the  next  day^  this  American  general,  who  had 
scarcely. done  boasting  that  he  did  npt  dbobt 
his  ability  '^  to  meet  the  enemy  in  the  field,  and 
to  inarch  in  any  direction  over  his  country,^ 
finding,  by  accounts  from  Saokett's  Harbor^  thajt 
the  commodore  was  unable,  or,  .  rather, ,  im^ 
willing,  to  leave  port,  became  so  ^'  apprehensive 
of  an  attack  upon  the  rear  of  his-  iarmy,?'  *  tbit 
he  hot  only  continued  his  retreat  to  Cfaippeway^ 
but^  to  quicken  his  movements,  disenciunbored 
the  army  of  its  baggage^f  Having  ^e*ctQmed 
the  Ghippeway,  general  Brown  encamped^  on 
the  right  bank  of  that  river,  with  thewbdbB/of 
hifi  army,  except  the  9th  regiment,  which,  was 
posted  on  the  left,  or  north  bank,,  protected  in 
front  by  a  block-house.  It  ought  not;  to  he 
omitted,  that  the  Americans,  during  their  re* 
treat  to  this  place,  plundered,  and  made!  pria^am 
ofy  several  of  the  inhabitants. 

Intelligence  of  general  Brown^s  arrival  atChip^ 
peway  reached  general  Riall,  on  the  same  a£|[er4> 
noon ;  and,  at  eleven  o'clock  that  night,  •  ^^be 
British  advance,  consisting  o£  thie  Glengajrry 
regiment,  under  lieutenant-colo/iel  Battersby; 
40  men  of  the  104ih,   under  lieutenant-colonel 

♦  Sketches  pf  the  War,  p.  283.  +  Aft?-  No.  32. 
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Drmmniond ;  the  incorporated  militia,  onder  lieo^ 
tenant-colonel  Robinson,  and  the  sedentary  mili* 
tia,  under  lientenatit-colonel  Parry ^  of  the  103d  ; 
inf^ir  Lisle V  troop  of  the  19tfi  light  dvagoon^, 
attd  a  detaiihment  of  artillery  ^  having  in  charge 
the^two  24-pounders  and  hovritzer  employed  at 
Street's  creek^  and 'three  6-poanders ;  the  whole 
nmnberiiig  about  950  rank  and  file,  and  placed 
under  the  itnmediate  command  of  lieutenant- 
colonel  Pearsoki,  moved  from  the  Twelve^mite 
cr^kv  sMd^  at  sevefl  o'clock  the  next  morning, 
took'iip  a  position  near  Lnndy's  lane,  leading 
ilifd-Vb^'*lnairt  QueenstOwn^  or  Niagara  road« 
and  distatit  from'  the  American  encampment 
abAat'iitl  miles; 

-'^•Tii'(^^An|erican  generally  haying  received  intel- 
ligence that  the'  British  had  crossed  over,  iti 
considehible  numbers,^  from  Queenstawn  to 
Levristown;  and  that  the  force  near  Lundy's 
lane  vrak  a  mere  patrolling  party ,^  determined, 
by  warftof  causing  a  diversion,  to  re^Mscupy 
tW  forttk^' yillk^e.  Accordingly,  at  about  a 
quarter  pa^t  five  oh  the  afnernoon  of  the  25tfa, 
g^n^friil'Stott,  at  the  head  of  bis  own  brigade 
of-tegutar  infantry,  To wson's  artillery,  with 
Iiis'tw618-pounders,^^  and  all  the* dragoons  and 
*iottnt5ed  raen/^*  numberihg,  a»  ^  we  gather 
fmm  the -American  aotouHtg^  faily  1150  rank 
and  file,  marched  towards  Queeustown ;  with 

♦•Ajpp,  No.  «•. 
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^peciaf  orders  *'  to  report  if  the  enemy  appeavpKl^ 
atid  tp  coll  for  assistance^  if  Ihat  was  necessary/^ 
;  On  ai^riying  at  the  falls,  just  two  ipiles  from 
eamp,  the  adtaoced  piquets  coiamenced  firing; 
•and  general.  Scott  imni^ediately  despatched  two 
or  three  officejrs  in  succession,  to  acquaint  g^rio** 
ral  BrowHi  that  the  enemy  was  in.  force,  directly 
in  bisffQpt;  although  he  confessed  that  a  narrow 
.wood  intercepted  that  force  from  his  view*  A;^ 
the  enemy  ^'  was  in  force/^  it  became  ^'  neem- 
.sary^'  to  send  ^' assistance;"  therefore  general, 
iBrowil^  who  had  been  reinforced  by  350  men 
of  the  1st,  and  100  men  of  the  32d  regipnentf, 
just  arrived  in  three  8chcK>ners  from  Eriet 
taking  with  him  generals  Ripley^s  and  Portw^s 
brigades,  and  major  Hindman's  corps  of  artil-^ 
lery,  having  in  charge  seven  field-pieces,  instant- 
ly '^  pressed  forward  with  ardor/'  *  In  th#iwaa 
-while,  iiome  of  the  American  officers,  bavidg 
Jieard  at .  Mrs.  Wilson's  bouse^  near  the  fiiU$^ 
lufd  reported  to  generiail  Scott,  '^  that  t|ie  eneniiy 
could  not  be  in  force,''  f  that  ojfficei^  ^fKh 
the  iirst,  brigade,  the  artillery,  and  dragooim,, 
'^*  pressed  forward  with  ardor,"  to  mttwk  tbo, 
Sritish  advance*  General  Riall,  who  happeAfd 
to  be  with  the  latter,  considering  general  Seottfa 
detachment  as  merely  the  van  of  a  force  nearljr 
four  times  superior  to  his  own,  ordered  colone^ 

^         ♦  App.  No.  3^. 

f  WUkiason'8  Mem,  Vol,  I.  Ms  App.  No.  Sk 


riOASAIt  BRITAilf   AND   Alt«llIOA«  141 

fjtmrkm  to  retire  upon  Queenstbwn ;  and  sent 
i&uilar' Orders  to  colonel  Soott,  who,  with  the 
fludh-  ixMfy,  was  advancing  from  the  Twelve^ 
flale4;r<^^  We  must  now  relate  what  cained 
a  sudden  i^hat^  in  the  destination  of  the  re^ 
tiaating  British  ibree. 

*  As-  soon  .aa  intelligence  of  major-general 
Riall's  disGomfiturie  at  Street's  creek  reached 
Ikutenant-general  Drummond  at  Kingston,  tho 
kltCtr,  ieating  orders  for  De  Watteville's  regi^ 
Aantito  follow,  in  two  columns,  iparched  to 
YMfe,'<irith  the  remnant  of  the  2d  battalion  of 
tiM  iSiOtli  regitncvit,  about  400  strong,  under 
lieBt^nant-edlonel  Morrison.  On  the  evening 
of  the  ft4thy  the  lieutenant-general  and  suites 
#itk' the- fiOth,  embarked  at  York,  on  bdard 
sir  James  Yeo'«  vessels,  the  Netley,  Charwell, 
Ster,  and  Magnet ;  and  arrived  at  Fort-Niagara  at 
diiy-ligbt  on  the  morning  of  the  35th,  Having 
dati|iat^bed  to  Queenstown  the  89th  regiment, 
asid*tfa)B  detachments  of  the  royal  Scots  and 
8th  which  had  been  left  bj  general  Riall  in  the 
tntB'  George  and  Mississaga,  lieutenant-ge- 
liiiral  Drummond  ordered  lieutenant-oeloAel 
Triijiker  to  proceed  up  the  right  bank  of  tbe 
Nii^ra,  with  300  of  the  41st,  about-300  of  the 
rajral  Scots,  and  a  body  of  Indians,  supported 
en  the  river  bj  a  party  of  armed  seamen,  wider 
ie^ptain  Dobbs,  of  the  Charwell  brig,  in  order 

■  ■  •       • 

to  disperse  or  capture  an  American  force  en^ 
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oumped  at  I^wi$towa.  Some  unavoidable  delay 
occurred  in  the  march  of  the  troops  lip  the  right 
bank;  dnd  colonel  Swift,  with  his  SOO  Tolun-* 
teers,  and!  whatever. /othesr:  troops  beiongedl'to 
the  post^  bad  effected  •  their  escape  towacdft 
Schlosser,  and  crossed  oyer  to  the  .AmericMt 
(amp  at  Cfaippewaj«/«  The  British  arrived  in 
time  only  .to  take  possession  of  about  Jti0.tekii*j 
B  quantitji  of  baggage  aad  :prQYiaidn»'4»^>witb 
Which,  at  about  four  o^clock  op  thfisime  aftaiw 
noon/  they  cfossed  over  to  :$ue«Mlovi^r!jUMil[ 
there  met  the-  detachment,  underj  iMul^WKft 
colonel  Morrison.  After^thejtiroopst  b^d^fdl 
)jeUteuant-*genecal  Drummond.  .^ot.ihMk^;44i 
garri^onh  to  .the  .three  forts  intbe.reariSSOofjthft 
41st,  and  the  whole  reiow»iiigi  stt:«iAgtbiipf>ith« 
)00th  r^gin^ents,  und^  tbe^ordecscof  |ieiiteiMi¥t'!> 
uplonel  Juckpr;  and  :h0^t^«ied,:for^w{iif4>^jtP.^thA 
falls,  with  the,  89.th  regiime^ti  ^^'<d4ih9timt^nV^ 

w 

the  royal  ScQt«$,  ^nd.  $th,^«^jJMd^,ithe  Ug)lhi$^fi!{in»« 
pany  of  the  41st  r^giin€tat^«ii94mberiBCP>^aH«rt 
gether,  SiSirankHnd  fil^.  ;  .,,;  :  ;.. -d  sijir  oii 
M  o  scvcmer .  had  ,thii» « 5^asi>naJ^le.  rejiiC^MQeav^B^ 
after  a.  rapid  m\kKh  pf  seven  miles  fcomtQuM^lMff 

town,;  ^nd   of   14    aUo^thiqjr,,  ^^r^ix^d  nfyitJ^Mi 

half  a  mile  of  Lundy!s  lane,  iik^n^AnformAtj^im 
was.  broMght  of  the  i!><$treat  oi jHf^iofrS^m^mi 
Riall's  advanced  division;  ^aiid  thje  tf9Ci^..hfid 
scarcely  halted ,  ere  they  were .  joined  by  ■  ,the 
militia  which  had  fornied  part  of  it,  and  whose 
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Mtreat  Jb^  beeii:ahly  covered  by  th^  Glengarry 
regicn/Qfit.,  ...General  Drummond, -firl»t  despatch«- 
ing  an  officer  to  recall  colonel  Scott,  pushed 
fcNTwaid  to  Lundy*slane;  where  he  arrived,  a  few 
minutwbairore^si^  o'clock*  and  just  as  the  enemy 
bad  approached  within  600  yards  of  the^top  ofthe 
failL  -The  British  force  was  quickly  formed  ^^^^^ 
tlie,89th  ;regime|it9  the  320  men  ofthe  royal  Scots, 
tsfsA  tbe41st  li^fat  company yiii  the  rearof  the  hill, 
lii^ftb  tb«r  left  testing :  on  i  the  Queenstown,  or 
NiagHfH  road;  the  two  34«pounders  a  little  in 
^Wnce.  o£  tbO(0eilitce,.on  the  summit  of  the  hill ; 
the:  GileBgajrry.  regiment,  in  the  woods  on  the 
FJglitti^!  |he  line ;  .and  the  militia^  and  the  120 
Hien-i^  jthd  Ath,  on.  the  left  of  the  Niagara  road^ 
witb;  Ib^-Ught  dragoQn«^  l>n:the  same  road,  a 
li^tje.  i||v  tjie  'rear :  constituting  a  total  of  1770 
iran)^  and  ill^  supported  by  two  24-pounders^  two 
^pfiHiml^i^'  and,;a  ^--inch  howita^r.  Scarcely 
b^d  tb^'di^rentiCOirp^  tdken  their  stations,  than 
the.  Ai9ejiri<(<^n  troops,  under. the.  command  of 
gejie^  ^ott«   commenced  the  attack.     With 

ly  bow^i^r,  of  partially  forcing  back 

t)|e'A.nieificaos  could  make  no  impression 

qion  jth$  (British  troop$ ;   and,  after  nearly  an 

lN9)Biir's.q9i|ibi|t,  retired  behind  a  new  line,  formed 

bjpgienfyi^ls  Ripiey^s  and  Porter's. brigades;  to 

t^e  f9rmer:  of  which  the  1st   regiment,  under 

Colonel.  JNicbolas,"!^  and   to  the  latter,  a    fresh 
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party  of  volunteers^  had  been  attached  t 
mtdiing  the  total  force^  under  general  Brown  ^ 
upwards  of  4000  men. 

Finding  the  British  guns  upon  the  hill  yerf 
destructive,  the  Americans  made  several  de9« 
perate  efforts  to  carry  them.  After  being  midst 
gallantly  resisted  by  the  .89th)  the  detachments 
of  the  royal  Scots  and  8th  regiments,  and 
the  sedentary  militia  under  col^lkel  Parry^  the 
great  numerical  superiority,  and,  certainly,  ^ielK*" 
directed  fire^  of  the  American  infantry  and  wtf^U 
lery,  enabled  them  to  gain  their  point.  Th^ 
had  no  leizure,  however,  to  remove^  w,^  tbln 
time,  to  einploy  the  captured  pieces.  iTh^lrattle 
had  now  raged  for  three  hours ;  **  the  thickest 
and  most  impenetrable  darkness  prevnUed;*^* 
imd  both  armies  had  suspended  their  fire ;  UteA 
to  collect  and  re-organize  its  ^^  fanltering^^  Mgi^ 
ments;  the  other  to  await  the  reinforeeinent 
momentarily  expected  from  the  TwelTe«inBlB 
creek.  «Tust  at  the  hour  of  nine,  colonel  Scott^ 
with  the  103d  regiment,  detachments  of  iM 
royal  Scots,  8th,  and  104th  regiments,  IMA 
about  300  sedentary  militia,  few  of  whotfi'liill 
muskets,  accompanied  by  two  6-ponnders^''iiiA 
numbering,  altogether,  1230  rank  and  iile^  iM^ 
came  upon  the  ground.  It  had  been  intend^ 
that  colonel  Scott's  division  should  mav^ 
from  the  Twelve-mile  creek,  and  the  menwi^ 
«  WilkioBoa's  Mem.  VoL  I.  hit  App.  No.  9. 
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actually  under  arms,  at  thr^e  o'clock  iu  the 
WQroing.  Unfortimatel j, !  however,  the  order 
was  eounterinanded,  and  the  troops  did  not  move 
till  past  mid-day.  At  about  a  quarter  before  six, 
and  just  as  they  had  arrived  within  three  miles 
of  the  field  of  battle,  came  general  Riall's  order 
(oj  them  to  retire  upon  Queenstown  ;  and  they 
had  actually  made  a  retrogade  movement  of 
iMiffily  foi|r.  miles,  before  they  received  general 
fimnnnond^s  order  to  re-advance.  Having  thus 
l>ef)0  ifine,  hours  on  the  march,  the  men  were  a 
gp«d.  deal  blown  and  fatigued,  when  they  joined 
the  c^mtending  division. 

Qmug^^  to  the  extreme  darkness  of  the  night,  the 

lQ8d  .-rpgHU^nt,  and  the  sedentary  militia,  under 

^o^ii/^:£[amiltoii,'With   the    two   field-pieces, 

panted^  by  knistake,  into  the  centre  of  the  Ameri^ 

Can  armyi  now^ppsted  upon  the  hill ;  and,  after 

^Qsfltcaoing.a  very  heavy  and  destructive  fire,  fell 

back  in  confusion.     The  103d,  however,  by  the 

exertions,  of  its  officers,  afterwards  rallied ;  and 

fi^rmed  in  line  to  the  right  of  general  Drummond's 

firont  column.      Another  disaster  ensued  from 

Cl%«  darkness.      7'he  detachments  of  the  royal 

Soots  and  8tb,  forming  part  of  the  reinforcement, 

Unfortunately  mistook,  for  theenemy^  the  Glen- 

S^rry  regiment,  stationed  in  the  woods  to  the 

^i^ht ;  and  kept  upon  it  a  severe  and  destructive 

Under  all  these  circumstances,  general  Drum* 
ond  derived  but  a  partial  benefit  from  colonel 

VOL.   IT.  L 
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Scott's  reinforcement.  In  the  meanwhile,  the 
conflict,  which  bad  been  renewed  on  the  part  of 
the  Aniericans,  owing  to  the  supposed  advantage 
gained  over  the  British,  in  the  repuke  of  the 
103d  regiment  and  militia,  so  peculiarly  cir« 
cumstanc^d,  was  assuming  a  more  serious  aspect 
than  ever.  They  were  now  in  possession  of  the 
crest  of  the  hill,  and  of  iseven  pieces  of  captun^ 
artillery ;  which,  in  conjunction  with  their  owB| 
they  turned  against  the  British  columtK*  On 
the  other  hand,  the  British,  besides  their  infe- 
liority  of  numbers,  were  without  artillery,  and 
had  to  march  up  a  steep  hill^  to  regain  the  ganfc 
they  had  lost ;  or  even,  as  the  American!^  were  too 
prudent  to  descend  from  their  position,  to  give 
a  decisive  character  to  the  contest.  After  a 
smart  struggle,  the  British,  not  only  tegainiHl 
their  seven  pieces  of  cannon,  but  captured  a 
6»pounder  and  a  5^  inch  howitzer,  which  nig^r 
Hindman,  of  the  American  artillery,  had  broti^t 
up  against  tliem*  Several  determined,  but  vain 
efforts,  were  now  made  by  the  Americans,  to  repM* 
sess  the  hill ;  and,  at  about  half-past  11,  they  gave 
up  the  contest,  and  retreated  to  their  camp ; 
leaving,  upon  the  field,  the  whole  of  their  dead^ 
and  many  of  their  wolinded. 
*  Major-general  Riall,  having  beeii  severely 
wounded  at  the  early  part  of  the  action^  was, 
with  some  other  wounded  officers  and  attten* 
dauts,  retifing  to  the  rear  to  have  his  woands 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  3$^. 
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stressed,  wheo  be  and  his  party  were  captured 
■by  the  American  35th  regiment,  under  colonel 
Je»dp,  and  a  detachment  of  caValfy ;  which,  in 
driiring  back  the  British  left,  had  gained  a 
momentary  possession  of  the  NiagarR-road.  At 
thw  time,  also,  ciaptaio  Loring^  one  it£  general 
Dnimmond's  aides  de  campi  and  who  was  pro^ 
Mediiig  to  the  rear  with  orders^  was  also  ndade 
prisoner. 

The  British  loss  in  this  action  was^  one  captain^ 
three  subalterns,    one  deputy- assistant- adju* 
tant-general)  four  Serjeants^  and  75  rank  and 
file,  killed ;  one  lieutenant-generalf  one  major-* 
general,>one  inspecting  field-officer,  one  deputy •• 
assistant'^qnarter-master-general,  two-lieutenant' 
colonela)  eight  captains^  35  subalterns^  31  Ser- 
jeants, five  drummers,  and  483  rank  and  file, 
mounded;  one  captain,  three  subalterns,  two 
<qiMirter«masters,   11  Serjeants,   five  drummers^ 
^iid  171  rank  and  file,  -missing  and  prisoners} 
«n6  aidede  camp^fourcaptains^  four  subaltenjs^ 
«iie  quarter-master,  four  Serjeants,  and  38  rank 
«iid  file^    prisoners.      Total,    84   killed;    65d 
unrounded;     103   missing;    and   43    prisoners! 
Igraiid  total  878  *     The  great  use  made  by  the 
Americans  of  buck-shot^  while  it  swelled  out 
i:he  returns^  occasioned  most  of  the  wounds  to  be 
"^ery  slight*      That  musket-cartridges,  in    the 
American  service^  are  invariably  made  up  with 
buck-shot^  ia  acknowledged  by  general  Wilkin- 

*  App.  No.  3h 
L  3 
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son ;  who,  referring  to  the  use  of  rifles  in  the  dark, 
says: — ''  The  musket  and  bayonet,  with  buck* 
shot,  is  preferable  ;  because,  in  nocturnal  affairs, 
nothing  decisive  can  take  place,  but  at  close 
quarters.^^* — The  British  returns  of  loss  show, 
as  clearly,  that  the  militia  brought  up  with 
colonel  Scott's  division,  and  who,  as  already 
stated,  were,  for  the  most  part,  without  arms, 
did  not  rally,  after  their  surprise  by  the  enemy, 
as  that  those,  forming  part  of  the  advance, 
behaved  in  a  distinguished  manner.  The  few 
Indians  present  were  of  no  use  whatever. 

According  to  the  official  returns  at  the  foot 
of  general  Brown's  letter,  the  American  loss 
amounted  to,  one  major,  five  captains,  oneadju* 
tant,  four  subalterns,  10  Serjeants,  and  150  rank 
and  file,  killed ;  one  major-general,  one  bri- 
gadier-general, two  aides  de  camp,  one  brigade- 
msgor,  one  colonel,  one  lieutenant-colonel,  four 
m^jors,  seven  captains,  one  adjutant,  one  pay- 
master, three  quarter- masters,  32  subalterns, 
36.  Serjeants,  three  musicians,  and  478  rank  and 
file,  wounded;  and  one  brigade-major^  one 
captain,  six  subalterns,  nine  Serjeants,  and  93 
rank  and  file,  missing,  t  Total,  171  killed  ;  573 
wounded;  and  110  missing:  grand  total  854. 
The  loss,  thus  admitted  by  the  Americans^  was 
highly  creditable  to  the  skill  and  gallantry^  of 
the  inferior  numbers   opposed  to  them/    But 

•  IWilkinson'd  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  538. 
f  App*  No.  33. 
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general  Brown's  loss  has  certainly- been  under- 
jated;  for  210  dead,  besides  a  great  many* 
Grounded,  Americans  were  counted  upon  the  field 
of  battle^  on  the  following  morning ;  and>  upon 
the  subsequent  advance  of  the  British  to  Chip- 
peway,  they  found  a  number  of  fresh  graves,  in 
which  the  bodies  had  been  so  slightly  coTer^,- 
that  the  arms  and  legs  were,  in  many  instanccn^,' 
expCHsed  to  view.  , 

As  first  in  order  among  the  American  accounts 

of  this  action^  we  will   take  general  BroWA^s 

letter,      in  American   official   correspondenoe,"^ 

this  letter  forms,  in  one  respect,  an  anomaly : 

it  no  where  mentions,  that  the  Americans  had. 

saperior  numbers  to  contend  with.     What  ate' 

^e  to  infer  from  this,  but  that  the  reverse  fact. 

Was  too  glaring  to  be  questioned  ?     The  lettier 

is  certainly  well  written;  and  the  writer,  we 

should  suppose,  gave  the  number  of  his  own 

trf>op89  at  least,  in  this  **  memorable   battle/^ 

I^erhaps  the  paragraph/ containing  that  inform* 

mation,  was  suppressed,  by  Ae  order  of  the 

governments     Such  things,  we  know,  have  beeii' 

^frequently  done ;  and,   did  the    number  agrees 

Xvitfa  what  a  writer  from  BufFaloe  stated  general 

^rown^s  force,  in  theLundy's  lane  battle,  to  have 

amounted  to^  namely,  *^abont  4000  riien/^  the 

^probability  is  encreased.     The  American  com^ 

muider  begins  his  letter,  ^  with  telling  us  of  the 

*^  gallant  men''  he  had  the  ^*  good  fortune  to 

lead;''  and  yet  freely  confessefs^,  that  one  raiment 
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^^  ikltered/'  and  another  ^^  gave  way  and  re- 
f;r^ted.?  Upon  the  whole,  however,  the  Ameii- 
qan  troops  fought  bravely  ;  and  the  conduct  <>£ 
many  of  the  officers,  of  the  artillery  corpb  espcsci*^ 
a)ly,  would  have  done  honor  to  any  service^c 
)Iad  general  Brown's  wounds  allowed  him  ta 
remain  long  enough  on  the  field)  he  would  have 
found  that  it  was  not  the  last  British,  but  the  Hut 
American  '^  effort,''  that  had  been  ^^  repulsed  ;^'. 
and  that  it  was  after  that  last  effort,  ^^  that  the 
victory  was  complete.^'  How  are  we  to  reconcile 
tjhisconfidenceof^^  victory,'^  with  the  order  which 
colonel  Hindman,  of  the  artillery^  received  from 
general  Brown,  as  the  latter  was  retiring  from 
the  field,  on  his  way  to  Buffaloe: — ^'Collect 
your  artillery,  as  well  as  you  can,  and:  retire 
imm€{diately ;  we  shall  ail  march  to  camp''  f  ? 
This .  was  deposed  to  at  general  Kipky'sr 
cpurt<!:inartia).  If  the  American  troQps,  whO 
h.Hd.  marched  two  miles,  to  the  field  of  battle 
iiQe4?d  \^  some  refreshment,''  what  must  bAW 
beifin  the  state  of  the  British  troops,  all  of  wbQiQ« 
exfxppt  the  advance^  had  marched  14  milea  /to 
the  field  of  battle  ? 

'  :$ftine  parts  of  Mr,  O'Connor's  account  .are 
worth  extracting:—*'  W eMmgton^s  invincibiet^^^ 
sf^ys  he,  '^  had  just  arrived  from  Europe,  and 
Prumniond  resolved  that  they  should  not  only 
maintain  their  character,  but  maintain  it  in  a 
manner  that  would  make  the  most  desponding 

.  ft  WQkhMB's  Menu  V49I.  I.  I^is  App.  No.  14. 
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impression  on  the  brave,  but  raw  recruits  of  th(i 
republic,**      **  A  fine  tnoofi'light  night  favored^ 
equally,  the  operations  of  both  armies.*^ — This  ii 
excellent ;  when  all  the  American  officers  exa- 
mined at  general  Ripley's  court-martial,  concur 
in  the  fact,  that  the  night  was  unusually  dark! 
*^The  Americans/^  proceeds  this  accurate  gentle^ 
man,  **  could  not  be  driven,  nor  with  stood :  deter«> 
mined  not  to  be  overthrown,  even  by  superior 
numbers,  they  seemed  resolved  to  crush  what- 
erer  foe  opposed  them.     Had  they  been  con^ 
quered,  they  would  yet  deserve  honor ;  as  victors, 
they  covered    themselves  with    glory.''*      H6 
attributes  the  loss  of  the  ^'  howitzer,"  to  the  high- 
spirited  horses  having  run  with  it  ^Vinto  the 
Tanks  of  the  enemy.*'     On  the  other  hand^  it  was 
the  ^^  want  of  horses"  that  compelled  the  Ame- 
ricans to  leave  to  us  ^^  most  of  the    cannon 
which  were  taken.**  Here  we  discover,  that  Mr. 
0*Connor  alludes  to  the  British    unlimbered 
e-pounder,  for  which  an  American  one  had,  hf 
mistake^  been  placed  upon  a  British  limber.f 
The  British  loss  is  made  to  amount  to  '^  between 
1200  and  1300  men  ;"  and  their  ^^  force  engaged; 
by  their  own  confession,  4500  men,  mostly,  or 
wholly  regulars,  besides  a  host  o£  Indians:  the 
American  force,*'  proceeds  Mr.  O'Connor,  "did 
not  exceed  2800 ;  consisting,  in  a  great  proper* 
tion,  of  the  militia  of  Pennsylvania  and  New 
York."*    Yet,  this  writer,  in  the  very  next  lincj^ 

♦  Hitt  of  IM  ^  ■  T,  p.  257.  +  App.  No.  3a 


152       MILITARY    OCCURRENCES   BETWEEN 

refers  to   ^^  general  Brown's  official  letter ;''  in 
which  the  militia-volunteers  are  stated  at  less 
than  a  third  part  of  the  American  force  in  the 
field.     And  how  came  Mr.  O'Connor  to  omit 
the  honorable  corps,  styled,  in  the   American 
returns,—^'  Canadian  volunteers,"  t  and  com- 
manded by  the  ^' gallant  colonel  Wilcocks;''  whose 
traitorous  acts,  as  the  assistant  of  M'Clure,  fell 
so  heavy  upon  the  inhabitants  of  Newark?:]; 
.    Mr.  Thomson  devotes  19  pages  of  his  book  to 
the  battle  of  Lundy's  lane.      He  describes  the 
hour's  action  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  whole 
of  Ripley's  and  Porter's  brigades^  as  fought  be- 
tween generals  JSia// and  Scott;  although  general 
Drummond,  with  his  reinforcement,  had   been 
present  from  the  commencement.     He  evidently 
mistakes  colonel  Scott's,  for  general  Drummond's 
arrival.  This  misnomer  is  of  some  use  to  us.    Mr. 
Thomson,  after  stating  that  general  Riall  bad 
'^  despatched  messengers  to  lieutenant-general 
Drnmmond  at  Fort-George,  to  inform  him  of 
the  desperate  natnr^  of  the  conilict/'  ^^Jt^-rr: 
'^  Uptil  thi^  j[>eriQd  of  the  engagement/^  that  is,^ 
until^.in   reality,  colonel  tSco/^'s  .arrival, ^^  bis 
force,   including  the  incorporated  militia  and 
some  Indians,  amounted  to  1637  men."§  :^Mr. 
Thomson  has  here^    by  pure  accident,   stated 
nearly  the  amount  of  general  Drummond's  force, 

*  Hist,  of  the  United  States,  {>.  957. 
+  App.  No.  33.         4^  See  p.  7. 
§  Sketch^  of  the  War^  p.  2S8. 
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during  the  first  three  hours  of  the  battle.     He 

attends  «very  regiment    in    its    inarches    and 

counter-marches ;  andrinakes  a  fine  thing  of  the 

cliarges   upon  the  artillerj.  .  Not  trasting  to 

language,  alone,  he  has^  given  us  a  copper-plate 

representation.     So  far.  from  the  American  line 

here  resembling  the  ^^  pot-hook''  line,  formed 

hj  ^*  captain  Clodpole's  company''  of  Carolina 

niilitia,  in  Lambert's  Travels,  *  Mr.  Thomson's 

arti&t  has  employed  his  rule  for  the  purpose; 

and  the  line  he  has  formed^  for  Mr.  O'Connor  s 

**  raw  recruits,"  in  this  night  of**  impenetrable 

darkness,"  close  in  front  of  '*  a  hosiof  Wellington's 

invincibles,"   reminds  us  rather,  of  what   ue 

Hfometimes  witness  upon  the  parade  in  St.  James's* 

park,   than  of  the  advance  of   the   American 

IroopSy  to  seize  the  British  cannon  at  Lundy's 

lane*.  . 

Turning  over  Mr.. Thomson's  confused  pages, 

We  come  at  last  to  his  numbers.  .  He  makes  the 

Atfierican  force  less,  and  the  British  force  more^ 

than   Mrv;  O'Connor  does.  >  One  he  states  at 

*  *  2411  men ;"  the  other, — to  prove  how  he  can 

make   up  for  •  a  bad  lieginning,  •«—  at  '*  3450 

iregulars,   1200  incorporated   militia,   and  480 

Indians,  .making   in  all  5130  men."t      This 

moderate  increase    upon   the    1637    arose,    it 

appears^   out  of  four    several    reinforcements ; 

♦  Lambert's  TraYels,VoL  IT.  p.  198. 
f  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  300. 
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along  with  the  last  of  which  came  up  ^^  fbuE  .of 
the  British  fleet.^'  *— Poor  Mr.  Thoihsou !  Into 
%vhat  a  dilemma  he  has  here  fallen.  The  rivcr^ 
from  the  falls^  close  to  which  the  battle  ww 
fought,  to  Queeostown,  a  distance  of  eight  mUeSi 
isu  Qwiog  to  its  turbulcmce  and  rapidity,  not  qa-» 
^igable  even  for  boats;  and  the  foar  vessels. to 
which  this  learned  historian  alludes,  and  which 
were  the  same  that  brought  general  Drummdnd 
and  his  troops  from  York,  were  lying  peaceably 
.^anchor opposite  to  Fort-George^  14 miles  fron 
,the  scene  of  Action. 

Our  third  historian,  doctor  Smith,  has,  in  his 
usual  brief  way,  extracted  none  but  the  most 
violeut  and.  extravagant  parts  of  the  accounts 
before  him  ;  excepting  that,  while  he  makes  4>ar 
>^  force  engaged,  including  the  Canadian  ipi^itia^ 
4500,^^  some  one  has  persuaded  him  to  advance 
a  step  nearer  to  truths  and  state  v'  that. of  the 
Americaas  at  less  than  3000.'^t  -^^  Amencan 
writer  from  Buffalo^,  speaking  of  this  aotioo^ 
says :  ^'  We  had  in  our  whole  army  4600  rneaj''^ 
^nd,  in  the  ^^  Bqtialoe  Gazette  ExtraordioaX^^"* 
of  July  28,  we  read ;  '^  The  enemy's  forces  ^m- 
gaged  must  have  bwn  nearly  6000 ;  ours»^'*~h«re 
is  a  frf^nlf  admissiQp,^— ^^  short  of  that  numfaiov'^ 
After  this,  will  it  be  pretended,  that  the  Aneti-* 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  205- 
X  Hist,  of  the  United  States,  p.  313^ 
I         §  Albanj  Paper,  Aug.  2,  1814. 
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etiM  had  not  4000  nien  in  the  field  at  the  battle 
of  Niagara? 

^  We  had  almost  forgotten,  that  we  have  a 
4Eburth  historian  to  glean  from*  General  WiU 
l^inaon,  finding  it  easier^  and,  as  we  infer  from 
Ibis  complaints  of  ilUusage,  more  profitable,  to 
iight  on  paper  than  in  the  field,  drags  ns  through 
&4t  toJerabljT  close  octavo  pages,  (exclusive  of 
19  much  closer  pages  of  Appendixy)  till  h^  has 
done  descanting  upon  ^^  true  valor,^^  in  the  pfv^ 
formanc^  of  the  ^^  heroes  of  Bridgewater,^' 
pnd,-*-«forgetful  of  his  own  behaviour  in  the  Mpn^ 
treal  expedition,  and  before  La  Colle  grist^miil,-^ 
upon  military  imbecility,  in  the  proceedings  of 
generals  Brown  and  Scott,  on  the  *'  memorable 
85tfa  .of  Jul v/^  As,  for  almost  every  important 
isiet,  two  opposite  statements  can  be  found,  it 
would  be  only  misleading  the  reader  to  make 
extracts.  We  may  suppose,  however^  that  the^W 
Ifirgei diagrams,  which  the  general  gives  of  the 
aptiMi,ere  tolerably  correct.  On  the  coi^trary^ 
dariakhin  thena  is  destroyed,  thus :— M  Of  course^ 
the  diagram,**  says  th^  geneml,  *'  founded  oi^ 
eolonel  Leavenvforth's  report,  is  erroneous/**  AM 
though  not  explicit  as  to  numbers,  betakes  care^ 
to  adopt  ^  similar  stratagem  to  that  which  he 
practised  abqut  th^  gun-boats  atlLa  Colle,t  and 
repreiient9  the  British  columns  upon  his  diagrams,- 
to  be  five  times  as  large  as  the  American.    Even 

t  Wi|kiQSon*s  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  689,  f  S^  n,  88. 
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here  he  is  doomed  to  contradict  the  infereoce  he 
would  have  us  draw.  **  I  have  no  authority/^ 
sajs  general  Wilkinson,  '^  to  question  general 
Drummond's  report  of  his  own  order  of  battle;  or 
his  force,  except  from  the  information  of  colonel 
Leavenworth  and  other  officers."*  And  yet, 
alluding  to  the  materials  from  which  he  pro- 
fesses to  draw  up  his  history  of  this  battle,  he 
asks :  ^^  But  how  shall  we  reconcile  the  very 
opposite  accounts,  which  have  been  rendered 
on  oath  before  a  tribunal  of  justice  ?'^f  And 
why  the  accounts  may  well  be  opposite,  he 
immediately  afterwards  explains,  very  satisfac- 
torily, thus  :  ^'  I  will  answer,  from  what  I  have 
witnessed,  that,  in  warm  military  combats,  an 
officer  at  the  head  of  a  platoon  or  battalion,  who 
does  his  duty,  can  see  very  little  beyond  his 
immediate  command,  ahd^thatdiiferent  men  see 
the  same  object  with  different  optics ;" f— more 
espeisially,  when  ^^  it  was  so  dark  at  the  time/ 
that  objects  could  not  be  distinguished  many 
paces." :^  The  capture  of  general  Riall,  and. of 
the  other  prisoners  taken  with  him,  the  general 
very  properly  attributes  to  ^^  the  confusion  in<si^ 
dent  to  a  night-attack,  and  the  shifting  of  the 
action."*  Nor  does  he,  like  Mr.  O'CoDnor^ 
and  most  of  the  other  historians,  unwittingly 
lessen  the  merit  of  the  victors,  by  styling  the 

*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  722.         f  Ibid.  080. 
+  Ibid.  701. 
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X'anqui&hed — ^'  cowards/^     The  general,   very 
^x)nsiderately,  ranks  British,  next  to  American 
"^alor;  thus:  ^'  The  enemy,  whose  persevering 
courage  could  not  be  excelled,  but  by  men  who 
asprang  from  the  same  stock, ^^  &c.*     Our  last 
extract  shall   be  from  the  general's  ^'  Prelimi- 
nary Observations/^     '^  1  speak  not,^'  says  b^, 
^Vof  achievements   by  which  cities  have  been 
^saved,  and  states  protected ;  of  great  and  san- 
■guinary  battles^  wherein  the  life  of  the  soldier 
has  bectn  bartered  for  the  safety  of  the  empire  ; 

of  Thermopylae,  or — New  Orleans; '^f  Can 

we  proceed? 

After  the  ^'  victorious''  American  troops  had 
retired  to  their  camp,  and  obtained  the  ^^  neces- 
sary refreshment^"  they  were  again  ordered,  with 
general  Ripley,  upon  whom  the  command  had 
now  devolved,  at  their  head,  to  march  to  the 
*^  battle  ground,"  there  to  meet  and  beat  the 
enemy,  if  he  again  appeared."  j;  General  Brown 
simply  and  truly  says : — ^^  It  was  not  executed ;" 
leaving  his  commentators  to  find  excuses.  Doc- 
tor Smith,  either  not  in  the  vein  of  fiction,  or 
become  suddenly  conscientious,  prefers  leaving 
^ihidtus  in  bis  '^  History,"  to  separating  the  battle 
of  Bridgewater  from  the  next  '^  brilliant  exploit*' 
he  has  to  record.  Neither  Mr.  Thomson  nor 
Mr.  O'Connor    is  so   easily   staggered.      The 

♦  Wilkinson's  MiBm.  Vol.  I.  p.  705.         +  Ib<d»  ^76. 
i  App.  No.  33* 


lattef)  without  the  slightest  hesitation^  sa^sf-^ 
^'  On  the  morning  after  the  battle,  the  Aniericaiii^ 
undei*  generals  Ripley  and  Porter,  reconnoitred 
the  enemy,  who  did  not  shew  any  disposition  t6 
renew  the  contest ;  and  then  burned  the  enemy^^ 
-barracks,  and  a  bridge  at  Chippeway!  aftfif 
which  they  returned  to  Fort-Erie/'*  Mr.Thoin«- 
ton  attempts  to  qualify  and  alter  the  meaning 
of  general  Brown's  orders;  and  to  prove  thai 
the  eiiemy  was  a^/A  time  '*  reinforced."  "  UhUeir 
such  circumstances,"  he  adds^  ^^  it  would  Imve 
been  highly  ii\judicious  to  have  attacked  hini;^' 
*^  General  Ripley/'  proceeds  Mr.  Thomson,  ^f  s^- 
ing  the  impossibility  of  regaining  the  fiisM- of 
battle,  and  the  probability  of  his  oiVn  HjUUm 
being  compelled  to  fall  back,  -by  the  immeiiM 
superiority  of  the  enemy's  numbers,  tunlcid  his 
army  towards  the  Chippeway ;  whedcei,  hairittg^ 
first  destroyed  the  bridge  over  that  stream,' da 
Well  as  the  platforms  which  he  had  previbilidy' 
constructed  at  the  enemy's  old  workis  there,' 'he 
pursued  his  retreat  towards  Fort-Erie;  iktA 
ireached  it,  in  good  order,  on  the  following  day."* 
General  Wilkinson  says  — ^*  General  Ripley; 
finding  the  enemy  strongly  posted,  in  superior 
force,  judiciously  retired;  and  then  a  scene 
ensued,  which  has  been  carefully  concealed  froiil 
the  public.  By  the  improvidence  of  general 
Brown,  the  deficiency  of  transport  provided  for 

♦  Hist,  of  the  War,  p.  267. 


GRfiAT  BRtTAtH  AND   AMERICA*  139 

%is  tiaggage,  stores^  and  provisions^  had  not 
Been  remedied ;  and  a  great  portion  of  it  was 
now  fonnd  necessary  to  ttie  accommodation  of 
his  wonnded  and  sick.  The  necessity  of  a 
retreat  coilld  be  no  longer  concealed  or  delayed; 
and  the  consequences  were^  that  a  considerable 
Quantity  of  provisions^  stores,  and  camp-equi<- 
|iage^  with  a  number  of  tents,  were  thrown  into 
the  river^  or  burnt.  I  have  this  fact  from  an 
officer  left  with  the  command  which  performed 
this  duty .''• 

This  is  what  Mr.  Thomson  calls,  retreating 
^  in  good  order/^  But  for  the  strong  pique 
which  general  Wilkinson  bears  to  general 
Brown^  the  above  fact  would  not  have  reached  us 
through  an  American  channeL  Mr.  O^ConhOr, 
by  way  of  giving  a  daring  feature  to  this 
brderly  retreat,  declares  that  the  Americans 
*^  burnt  the  enemy's  barracks :''  why  did  he  not 
tell  as,  that  they  valiantly  set  fire  to  Street's 
iidlls,  the  property  of  a  private  individual  ? 

■  .  . .    '  * 

^  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  302. 

^  Wnkinson'9  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  733. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Newly  erected  works  at  Fort^Erie^  and  vigorous 
preparations  of  defence  on  the  part  of  the  Amen 
rican  garrison-^Discharge  .  of  the  sedentary, 
mililia^^Arrival  of  the  right  and  left  wings  of 
De  Wattevilles  regiment^  and  investment  of  Fort* 
Erie  by  general  Drummond— Relative  force  of 
the  besiegers^  and  besieged — Unsuccessful  attack 
upon  Black  Rock-^State  of  the  defences  at  ForJ* 
Erie^^Affairs  of  piquets — Carriage  of  bouts 
over^land  to  Lake-Erie^  and  gallant  capture- (^ 
two  out  of  three  American  armed  schooners  star 
iioned  off  the  fort-r-Catmonade  between  the  Bri* 
tish  and  Americans  at  Fort^Erie — Advance  of 
the  British  to  the  assault  of  that  fort — Vnpr^r 
pared  staie^  and  consequent  repulse,  of  the  right 
column  of  attack — Proceedings  of  the  left  and 
centre  columns — Intrepid  behaviour  of  the  Bri^ 
tish  at  one  of  the  bastions — Accidental  destrucr 
tion  of  that  bastion^  and  heavy  loss  and  repulse 
of  the  British — American  Accounts — Remarks 
on  sir  George  Prevost^s  intercepted  letters — Real 
cause  of  the  failure — American  atrocities  at 
Fort'Talbot  on  Lake  Erie — Proposal  of  an  ar^ 
mistice  by  the  British  commander-in-chief  in  the 
Canadas — Assent  of  the  American  government^ 
if  extended  to  the  water — Prompt  refusal  of  the 
British  admiral  in  the  Chesapeake — Agreement 
for  exchange  of  prisoners  of  war^^Immediate 
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discharge  of  American  prisoners — Shameful 
delay  in  discharging  the  British  prisoners' — 
Their  suffering  state  in  consequence. 

«^  O  sooner  had  the  American  army  got  safe  to 

JPort-Erie,  than  general  Ripley,  non*  the  com- 

xnanding  officer,  directed  the  lines  of  defence  to 

l>e  extended,  the  fort  enlarged,  and  new  batteri\?s 

erected.*   W  ith  the  aid  of  his  engineers,  defences 

of  abattis,   traverses,   intrenchments,    and  re- 

doabts,  were  instantly  commenced  ;  and,  from 

the  37th  of  July  until  the  2d  or  3d  of  August, 

"the  troops  were  employed,  night  and  day,  in 

placing  the  works  in  a  state  to  sustain  the  ex- 

..pected)  and  almost  certain  attack.^ 

.  After  discharging  the  whole  of  the  sedentary 
militia^  general  Drummond,  as  soon  as  the  engi- 
neer had  constructed  a  temporarj^  bridge  across 
the  Chippeitray,  for  the  carriage  of  the  troops 
and  cannon,  pushed  forward  to  invest  Fort-Erie ; 
within  two  miles  of  which  he  arrived  on  the  dd 
of  Aogust.  Having  been  joined  by  the  right 
and  left  wings  of  De  Watteville's,  under  lieute* 
nant-colonel  Fischer,  from  Kingston,  and  the 
41st  regiment,  under  lieutenant -colonel  Tucker, 
from  the  forts  George  and  Mississaga,  now  gar- 
risoned by  the  remains  (except  the  light  com- 
poiny)  of  the  89th,  the  general's  force  amounted 
to,  —  not   as    Mr,    Thomson,    with   an    artful 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p,  305; 
TOL*  If.  M 
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attempt  at  exactness,  says,  ^^  5352,'^  bat  3160 
men;  partly  embodied  militia. 

The  British  general,  having  approached  to 
\%  ithin  about  700  yards  of  the  enemy's  fort ;  and, 
having  got  from  Fort-George  some  battering 
pieces^  and  a  sei^eant'jii  party  with  rockets,  cpn^ 
menced  digging  intrench ments, and  erecting^fi^tf^ 
teries,  to  overcome  the  powerful  defences  coo** 
structing  on  the  part  of  the  besieged ;  while  th^ 
latter,  with  unceasing  alacrity,  were  rendering 
their  position  hourly  more  formidable.  As  t^ 
the  number  of  troops  within  the  fort,  the  m^U' 
studied  concealment  runs  through  all  the  Aib«- 
rican  accounts.  Admitting  as  many  as  lOOO  ta 
have  been  placed  hors  du  comhat,  in  their  degr-- 
bought ''  victory'^  of  the  25th,  general  Ripley 
would  still  have  under  his  command  SOOQmen; 
protected  by  the  fort  within  whiqh  they  wer# 
intrenched ;  by  the  batteries  at  Black  Rock ;  and 
by  the  three  armed  schooners^  Porcupine,  Tigreaij; 
and  Ohio. 

In  order  to  facilitate  the  attack  upon  Foft^ 
Erie,  it  became  necessary  to  capture  or  destroys 
the  Black  Rock  batteries  and  armed  vessf^; 
to  whose  heavy  flanking  fire  the  British  trpopf, 
in  their  advance  to  the  assault,  would  necessarily 
be  exposed.  To  effect  the  first  of  these  otyecta». 
lieutenant-colonel  Tucker,  at  the  head  of  man 
companies  of  the  41st,  the  light  pompaiiy  of 
the  89th,  and  two  flank  comps^niei^  (rery  weak) 
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of  the  I04th,  regiments,  amounting,  in  all,  to 
400  rank  and  file,  crossed  the  strait,  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  3d,  and  landed  a  short  dis- 
tance   below   Conejockeda,    or    Schojeoquadjr^ 
creek.*     The   American  force  at  Black  Rock, 
CMiBisted  of  240  men  of  the  1st  rifle  regiment, 
and  a  small  body  of  volunteers,  under  the  com^ 
mand  of  major  Morgan ;  who,  having,  by  deser* 
ters,  or  some  other  means^  gained  information 
of  the  intended  attack,  had  taken  a  position  oo 
the  upper,  or  south  side  of  the  creek,  cut  awa^ 
the  bridge  crossing  it^  and  thrown  up  a  breasts 
work  of  logs.     Colonel  Tucker,  with  his  mem, 
advanced  to  the  creek  side,  with  the  view  .of 
repairing  the  bridge,  under  cover  of  his  fino^ 
^^  Msgor  Morgan,"  says  Mr.  Thomson,  ^^  didbot 
attempt  to  retard  the  enemy's  advances,  until 
lie  was  within  rifle-distance,  when  he  opened  a 
fire,  which  proved  so  destructive,  that  lieutenaat^ 
4X>lonel  Tucker  fell  back  to  the  skirt  of  a  neigk^ 
bouring  wood,  and  kept  up  the  contest  at  long 
shot.     In  the  mean  time,   general  Drummond 
^hrew  over  reinforcements,   and  the  British  der4 
tachment  now  amounted  to  nearly  1200  men.^^^ 
^We  have  alrettdy  had  several  specimens  of  Mr. 
Thompson's  powers  at  bringing  up  ^^  reinforce* 
vients.^^     In  tbis  instance,  not  a  man  crossed 
^ver^  except  the  original  party ;  in  which  state- 
iQsent  we  are  supported  by  Mr.  Thomson's  con* 

•  Sm  Plate  I.  i  9keich«B  of  the  War,?  p.  ^04. 
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temporary;  and  who,  much  to  his  credit,  has 
not  made  the  firitish  force  amount  to  more  than 
*'  iabout  500  regulars/'  *  The  plan  being  de- 
feated, colonel  Tucker  re-crossed  the  strait  with 
the  loss  of  25  men  killed,  wounded^  and  missing. 
The  Americans  admit  a  loss  of  two  privates 
killed ;  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  and  five 
privates,  wounded.f 

On  the  4th  of  August,  brigadier-genersd 
Gaines  arrived,  and  took  the  command  of ,  tbe 
American  army,  at  Fort-Erie.  By  the  7th,  meet 
of  the  traverses  about  the  fort  Mere  completed« 
Upon  a  battery,. 25  feet  high,  situate  at  Snalee 
hill,  the  southern  extremity  of  the  works,  five 
gnns  were  mounted.  Between  that  and  the 
main-works,  there  were  two  other  batteries^  one 
mounting  three,  and  the  other,  two  guns.  Tbe 
northern  point  of  the  fort  had  been  extended  to 
the  water;  and  the  Douglass  battery,  of  two 
guns,  erected  on  the  bank.  The  American 
dragoons,  infantry,  riflemen,  and  volunteensU 
were  encamped  between  the  western  rampart* 
and  the  water,  and  tbe  artillery,  under  m^]Qr 
llindman,  stationed  within  the  main-wofks. 
After  Mr.  Thomson  has  given  this  description  of 
the  new  Fort-Erie,  and  of  the  garrison  within 
it,  he  tell  us,  very  gravely,  that  the  British  were 
*'  strongly  posted  behind  their  works."  **  Ge- 
neral Gaines  de^ermined,^'  proceeds  this  writer^ 

*  Sketches  of  the*  War,  p.  304.     +  Hist.  o(  tbe  War,  p.  MfL^ 
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^*  to  ascertain   their  strength,  and  endeavour, 
if  possible^  to  draw  them  out.     On  the  6th,  he 
sent  major  Morgan,  who  had  previously  been 
transferred  from  the   American  shore,  to  pate 
through  the    woods  intervening    between   the 
British  lines  and  the  fort,  and  with  orders  i6 
amuse  the  enemy's  light  troops,  until  his  co- 
lumns should  indicate  an  intention  to  move :  in 
that    event,  major  Morgan  was  to  retire  gra«> 
daally,  until  his  corps  should  have  fallen  back. 
Upon  a  strong  line  posted  in  the  plane  below 
the  fort,  to  receive  the  pursuing  British  troops. 
The  object  of   this   movement   failed;    major 
Morgan    having  encountered    and    forced    the 
enemy's  light  troops  into  the  lines,  with  the 
loss  of  11  killed,  and  three  wounded  and  made 
prisoners ;  but,  notwithstanding  he  maintained 
liis-  position  upwards  of  two  hours^  he  could  not 
succeed  in  drawing  forth  the  main  body  of  the 
British  troops.     He,  therefore,  returned  to  the 
:Cort,   after    losing   five  men   killed,    and  four 
"^vounded."* 

Scarcely  a  shot  could  have  been  fired  by  a 

jpatroUing  party,  but,  apparently,  reached  the 

<^ar8  of  Mr.  Thomson.     He  details  several  little 

^affairs  of  the  sort ;  and,  by  duly  arranging  the 

^words :— "  A  large  body  of  the  enemy ;" — *'  rein^ 

::£orcements ;" — **  spirited  conflict ;" — "  precipitate 

iaretreat"  of  the  British;  and  "victory,"  or,  if 

unfortunate,  simply  ^^  retiring,"  of  the  Ameri- 

•  Sketdies  of  the  War,  p.  305;  ^ 
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cans ;  has  compiled  abundance  of  entertainmeiit 
fbr  his  American  readers.  In  the  only  iiiateriid 
iact  which  he  advances,  he  has  been  misinformed. 
*'  The  enemy's  line,"  says  he,  '*  was  protected  by 
several  block*houses."*  On  the  contrary,  at  tbi^ 
time,  there  was  not,  among  the  British  works^eveii 
an  apology  for  one.  Why  did  he  not  find  room 
for  stating,  that  commodore  Chauncey,  having 
equipped  his  second  frigate,-}*  and  ascertained 
that  the  British  fleet  was  divided,  had  been  odt 
upon  the  lake,  since  the  first  of  the  month;  or^io 
the  words  of  an  article  from  '^  Batavia,  Auguftl 
Idth/'  say : — "  A  considerable  reinforcemeat  Of 
ttoops  from  up  the  lake  joined  our  army  $it  Foffi^ 
Erie^  a  few  days  since ;  and  eight  or  ten  hundred 
more  4re  daily  expected  from  that  quarter**?— 
His  reasons  will  be  moreobvious,  as  we  proceed* 
Captain  Dobbs,  of  the  Charwell,  which  vessel, 
along  with  the  Netley  and  others,  was  lyiag 
at  Fort^George,  had  come  up  with  a  party  6{ 
seamen  and  marines,  for  the  purpose  of  attack* 
ing  the  three  American  armed  schooners,  lying 
at  anchor  close  to  Fort-Erie.  The  strengtlr  of 
the  current,  and  the  danger  of  attempting  to 
pass  between  the  batteries  at  that  ibrt  and 
Black  Rock,  were  no  slight  difficulties  ia  tbut 
plan  of  operations.  The  CharwelPs  seAmeii 
having  brought  captain  Dobbs's  gig^  upon  their 
shoulders,  fromQueenstown  toFrenchman'screek,. 
a  distance  of  20  miles ;  the  next  point  was^to  get 

«  Sketches  of  the  Waiv  p«  306.      f  Janes'8  Na?.  Occ.  p.  308. 
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that  gig,  as  well  as  five  batteaux  which  had  been 
procured  for  the  purpose,  into  Lake  Erie.  Lieivfai- 
nant-colotiel  Nichol,  quarter-master-general  of 
the  militia,  pointed  out,  and  offered  to  transport 
the  boats  by,  an  eight  miles'  route  through  tfaie 
*wood$.^     The  proposal  was  acceded  to ;  and, 
at  half  past  seven  on  the  evening  of  the  lltb  of 
Angudt^  the  boats  were  launched  into  the  lake, 
eight  miles  above  Fort-Erie.     In  half  an  hoifr 
afterwards,  captain  Dobbs,  with  his  gig  and  five 
l^atteaux,  containing  75  officers^  seamen,  and 
^marinesi, — a  greater  complement  of  British,  by 
iDHe-third,  than  manned  captain  Barclay's  fleet 
^yf  ships,  brigs,  and  schooners,  upon  this  same 
1ake,'|'--^hastened  to  attack  three  American  armed 
schooners;    whose    united    complements    were 
iLnown  to  exceed  100  men,  and  those  of  no  ordi* 
:iiarf  class.     The  gig  and  two  batteaux  formed 
t>iie  division,  under  captain.Dobbs ;  the  remain- 
ing three  batteaux,  the  other,  under  lieutenant 
Radcliffe,  of  the  Netley.    The  manner  in  which 
the  schooners  Ohio  and  Somers  were  boarded, 
and  ^^arried,  by  captain  Dobbs  and  his  gallant 
ahip-mates,  is  fally  expressed  in  the  American 
official  account.:}:     Had  Mr.  Thomson,  instead 
of  inventing  a  story  of  his  own,  paid  due  respect 
to  lieutenant  Conkling's  letter^   be  would  not 
have  stated,  that  ^^  the  British  general  furnished 
captain  Dobbs,  of  the  royal  navy,  with  a  suffix 

*  See  Ptate  I.  -!-  JaoMv's  Nai? al  Occiirr.  p.  %B9. 
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cient  number  of  troops^  to  man  nine  large  boat9^ 
which  were  completely  fitted  to  attack  the  three 
schooners,  the  Somers,   Porcupine,   and  Ohio, 
then  Ijing  at  anchor  off  the  fort/'  *    Nor  would 
he  have  told  the  still  more  glaring  falsehood, 
that  '^  the  Porcupine,'^  against  whose  comman^ 
der  the  American  lieutenant  so  justly  complains, 
'*  succeeded  in  beating  them  off.'^*     Had  not 
the   rapidity  of    the. current,  driven  the   two 
schooners,  after  their  cables  had  been  cut,  past, 
and  a  considerable  distance  beyond,  the  Porcu- 
pine,  that  vessel   would  have   shared  the  fate 
of  her  two    companions.       The    force  of  the 
American   schooners,  in  guns,  m^xx^  and  $ize^ 
and  the  trifling  loss  on  both  sides,  will  be  found 
in   our  naval   volume.'!'     These   two   valuable 
prizes  were  taken  to  Frenchman's  ereek ;  and 
as  many  of  the  brave  fellows  surviving,  as  were 
not  required  to  remain  on  board,  hastened,  with 
their  leader^  to  general  Drummond's  camp. 
.    The  success  of  captain  Dobbs^s  daring  exploit 
induced  general  Dnimmond,  on  the  morning  of 
the  13th,  preparatory  to  the  grand  assault  upon 
the. works  at  FbrtrErie,  to  open  hisi   batten'^; 
which 'consisted  of  one  long  iron,  and  tw6  iA^^X 
brass  24-pounders,   one    long  18-pounder,  Ofete 
124'fp6und    carronade,    and   a   10-inch    mOrt^r^ 
Although  this  cannonade  was  continued  for  two 
days,   the   American    editors   acknowledg^e   no . 
other  casualties  than  45  men  killed  or  wounded. 

*  Sketches  of  the  War^  pi  316.     f  James's  NaT.  Occur,  p.  391. 
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reiy  arrangement .  having  been  made,  the 
tb,  and  De  Watteville's  regiments,  with 
he  light  companies  of  the  89th  and  100th 
egiinents,  and  a  detachment  of  artillery,  the 
^vhole  column  somewhat  under  1300  men,* 
nd  commanded  by  lieutenant-colonel  Fischer, 
m}{  De  Watteville's,  marched,  at  two  o'clock  on 
^he  morning  of  the  15th  of  August,  from  a 
3>osition  which  they  had  previously  occupied, 
towards  the  enemy's  intrenchments  at  Snake 
hill.  As  soon  as  the  head  of  the  column  had 
approached  the  abattis,  a  heavy  fire  was  opened 
upon  it  by  the  American  21st  and  23d  regi- 
ments, and  by  one  18  and  two  0-pounders,  and 
a  5^-inch  howitzer,  posted  in  a  strong  redoubt. 
The  letter  of  an  American  gentleman  at  BufTaloe 
describes  the  onset,  thus :  ^^  The  enemy  ap- 
proached, with  bayonets  charged,  and  gutis 
without  Jlints J  nearly  surrounded  the  piquet, 
and  pursued  them  so  closely,  as  to  enter  the 
abattis  with  them,  and  got  in  the  rear  of  the 
redoubt/'  ^'  The  scaling-ladders  were  too  short, 
and  destruction  was  dealt  on  every  side  among 
them/^  t  ^^'  Thomson  says :  "  With  scaling 
ladders^  of  no  more  than  16  feet  in  length,  he 
could  not'  possibly  throw  his  troops  upon  a 
battery  of  about  25  feet  high,  and  his  second 
attenipt,  equally  furious  as  the  first,  met  with 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  309. 
f  WashiDgton«city  Gazette,  Eitiia,  Aug.  18. 
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no  better  success.  Convinced  of  bis  inabilitjr 
to  get  possession  of  the  battery,  and  feeling  the 
deadly  effects  of  the  incessant  showers  of  grape^ 
which  were  thrown  upon  him,  he  determined, 
in  his  next  effort,  to  pass  the  point  of  the  abattis, 
by  wading  breast-deep  into  the  lake,  to  which 
the  works  were  open.  In  this  attempt,  also,  he 
was  unsuccessful,  nearly  200  of  his  men  being 
either  killed  or  drowned,  and  the  remainder 
precipitately  falling  back."*  According  to 
colonel  Fischer's  report,f  it  was  not  intention^ 
ally,  but  in  marching  too  near  the  lake,  that  the 
troops  got  into  the  water.  The  darkness  of  the 
morning,  added  to  the  ignorance  of  the  way, 
might  well  entangle  the  men  among  tlie  rocks ; 
and  the  incessant  showers  of  grape  and  miu* 
ketry^  which  they  had  no  means  of  returning, 
threw  them  into  confusion.  Ttiis  alone,  without 
the  insufficiency  of  the  scaling-ladders, — a  piece 
of  important  information,  which  we  gain  only 
from  the  American  accounts, — sufficiently  acr 
counts  for  the  entire  failure  of  the  attack,  made 
by  the^right  British  column  upon  the  southern 
extremity  of  the  American  works. 

The  centre  British  column,  at  the  head  of 
which  was  lieutenant-colonel  Drummond,  of  the 
104th,  consisted  of  the  flank  companies  of  the 
41st,  and  104th  (the  latter  reduced  to  about  80 
men)   regiments,   and  a  party  of  seamen  and 

«  Sketches  of  the  War^  p.  309.  ^  Appw  No.  3C. 
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^KioariDes^    in    all, — not  as  Mr.  Thomson  says, 
:  ^*  700/'*  bat  190  rank  and  file.   The  left  column, 
"bander  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Scott, 
f  ibe  lOdd  regiment,    was   composed  of  that 
giment,  500  strong,  supported  by  the  flank 
^^ompanies  of  the  royal  Soots,  mustering,  altoge- 
ther, not  '«  800/^^  but  650  rank  and  file.     As 
^he  proceedings  of  these  two  columns  are  much 
more  fully  detailed    in  the  American,  than  in 
the  British  account,  we  shall  transcribe  nearly 
the  whole  of  the  former,  deferring  to  the  conclu- 
sion, our  own  remarks  upon  such  inaccuracies  as 
it  may  contain. 

^^  The  attack  from  the  centre  and  left  co*- 
lumns,"  says  Mr.  Thomson,  **  was  reserred  until 
the  contest  became  very  animated  between 
colonel  Fischer's  column,  and  the  troops  upon 
the  left.  From  the  line  of  defences,  between 
the  Douglas  battery  and  the  fort,  and  from 
those  in  froiit  of  the  garrison,  lieutenant-general 
Drummond  supposed  reinforcements  would  be 
drawn  to  the  aid  of  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  works ;  and,  with  this  view,  had  given  greater 
strength  to  his  right,  than  to  his  other  columns, 
Md  intended  to  avail  himself  of  the  consequent 
weakened  state,  of  the  north  and  south-east 
angles  of  the  American  post.  The  piquet  being 
driven  in,  the  approach  of  lieutenant-colonel 

♦  Sketchei  of  the  War,  p.  310. 
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Drummond  was  heard  from  the  ravine,  and 
colonel  Scott's  column  at  the  same  time  ad- 
vanced along  the  margin  of  the  water..  From 
the  salient  bastion  of  the  fort,  captain  Williams 
immediately  opened  his  fire  upon  the  centre 
column,  whilst  the  approach  of  colonel  Scott 
was  attempted  to  be  checked  by  the  Douglass 
battery,  and  captains  Boughton  and  Harding^ft 
New  York  and  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  on  its 
right ;  the  9th  infantry,  under  captain  Foster, 
on  its  left ;  and  a  6-pounder,  planted  at  that 
point,  under  the  management  of  colonel  M'Ree. 
At  50  yards  distance  from  the  line,  the  enemy^s 
left  column  made  a  momentary  pause,  and  in- 
stantly recoiled  from  the  fire  of  the  camion  and 
musketry.  But  the  centre  column,  having  adr 
vanced  upon  every  assailable  point  of  the  fort, 
in  defiance  of  the  rapid  and  heavy  discharges  of 
the  artillery,  and  having  ascended  the  parapet, 
by  means  of  a  large  number  of  scaling-ladders^ 
its  officers  called  out  to.  the  line,  extending  to, 
the  lake,  to  desist  firing  ;-^an  artifice  which  suc- 
ceeded so  well,  that  the  Douglass  battery,  and 
the  infantry,  supposing  the  order  to  proceed 
from  the  garrison,  suspended  their  fire,  until  the 
deception  was  discovered.  The  left  columA,  in 
the  mean  time,  recovered  from  its  confusion, 
und  was  led  up  to  a  second  charge,  from  which 
it  was  again  repulsed,  before  it  had  an  opportu- 
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nity  of  planting  the  scaling-ladders,  and  with 
the. loss  of  its  commander,  and  upwards  of  one<- 
third  of  its  men. 

^'  Whilst  the  second  attempt  was  in  operation, 
the  centre  column  was^  with  great  difficultj, 
thrown  back  from  the  salient  bastion  ;  and  thfe 
troops  within  the  fort  were  quickly  reinforced 
from  general  Ripley's  brigade,  and  general 
Porter's  volunteers*  But,  lieutenant-colonel 
Dmmmond,  actuated  by  a  determination  (not 
to  be  overcome  by  a  single  repulse)  to  force  an 
entrance  into  the  garrison,  and  momentarily  ex- 
pecting the  reserve  to  be  ordered  up  by  the  lieu- 
tjenant-general)  returned  to  the  assault  a  second 
apd  a  third  time.  By  the  gallant  efforts,  how- 
ever, of  major  Hindman  and  his  artillery,  and 
the  infantry  detachment  of  major  Trimble,  he 
W899  each  time,  more  signally  repulsed  than 
before;  and  colonel  Scott's  column,  having 
withdrawn  from  the  action,  upon  the  fall  of  its 
leader,  lieutenant  Douglass  was  busily  engaged 
in  giving  such  a  direction  to  the  guns  of  his 
battery,  as  to  cut  off  the  communication  be- 
tween Drummond's  column,  and  the  reserve  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Tucker.  The  new  bastions 
which  had  been  commenced  for  the  enlargement 
of  tke  old  Fort  Erie,  not  being  yet  completed, 
1;he  only  opposition  which  could  be  given  to  the 
enemy^s  approaches  upon  those  points,  was  by 
aneans.of  small  arms.    The  batteries  of  captain 
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Biddle  and  captain  Fanning  (formerly  Fod* 
taine^s)  in  the  works  intervening  between  Taww 
son's  battery  and  the  fort,  were  therefore  opimed 
upon  the  enemy  with  great  vivacity^  and  his 
advances  from  the  plane  frequently  checked  by 
those  gallant  and  meritorious  officers. 

'*  After  this  third  repulse^  lieutenantrcolonel' 
Drummond,  taking  advantage  of  the  darknesi 
of  the  morning,  and  of  the  heavy  columns  ^ 
smoke,  which  concealed  all  objects  from  tiii^ 
view  of  the  garrison^  moved  his  troops  silently^ 
round  the  ditch,  repeated  his  charge,  and  #e» 
ascended  his  ladders  with  such  velocity,  as  lA: 
gain  footing  on  the  parapet^  before  any  efieotittl 
opposition  could  be  made.  Being  in  the  viBtf* 
midst  of  his  men^  he  directed  them  to  charge 
vigorously  with  their  pikes  and  bayonets,  wbM 
to  show  no  quarter  to  any  yielding  soldier  of  thi 
garrison.  This  order  was  executed  with  tb0 
utmost  rapidity,  and  the  most  obstinate  previooff 
parts  of  the  engagement,  formed  no  kind  of 
parallel  to  the  violence  and  desperation  of  the 
present  conflict.  Not  all  the  efforts  of  major 
Hindman  and  his  command,  nor  major  Trim« 
ble^s  infantry,  nor  a  detachment  of  riflemen 
under  captain  Birdsall,  who  had  posted  himself 
in  the  ravelin,  opposite  the  gateway  of  the  fert, 
could  dislodge  the  determined  and  intrepid 
enemy  from  the  bastion  ;  though  the  deadly 
eifects  of  their  fire  prevented  his  approaobes 
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bsieyond  it.    It  was  how  in  his  Entire  possession. 
Khe  loss  of  their  leader,  colonel  Drummond,  did 
B9t    check    the  impetuosity    of    the    enemy's 
kioops,  and  they  continued  the  use  of  their  pikes 
small  arms  until  the  day  broke,  and  repulsed 
lyeral  furious  charges   made   upon  them  by 
^totachments  of  the  garrison.     The  approach  of 
^iay-light  enabled  both  parties  to  give  a  more 
^Wtain  direction  to  their  fire.     The  artillerists 
-had  already  severely  suffered ;  but,  with  those 
that  reoiained,  and  a  reinforcing  detachment  of 
infiintry,  major  Hindman  renewed  his  attempts 
to  drive  the  Britsih  41st  and  104th  from  the 
Vastion.    Captain  Birdsall,at  the  same  moment, 
drawing  out   his    riflemen   from    the   ravelin, 
nshed  through  the  gateway  into  the  fort,  and 
joining  in  the  charge,  received  an  accidental 
vound  from  one  of  his  own  men,  just  as  the 
attack  failed.    Detachments  from  the  1st  bri- 
gade, under  captain  Forster,  were  then  intro- 
duced over  the  interior  bastion,  to  the  assistance 
«f  major  Hindman ;  these  detachments  were  to 
iAMTge  at  a  different  point  of  the  salient,  or 
exterior  bastion,  and  were  handsomely  led  on 
by  captain  Forster,  and  the  assistant  inspector- 
§peneral,  major  Hall.    This  charge  also  failed; 
the   passage  up  the   bastion    not    being  wide 
iioough  to  admit  more  than  three  men  abreast.    It 
was  frequently^  however,  repeated;  and,  though 
it  Mmetimes  occasioned  much  slaughter  among 
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the  enemy's  infantry,  was  invariably  repulsed. 
By  the  operations  of  the  artillery,  from  a  demli- 
bastion  in  the  fort,  and  the  continual  blaze  of 
tire  from  the  small-arms,  added  to  the  efTects  of 
the  repeated  charges,  the  enemy's  column,  being 
considerably  cut  up,  and  many  of  its  principal 
ofiicers  wounded,  began  to  recoil ;  which,  being 
observed  by  the  besieged  party,  and  the  contest 
having  entirely  subsided  on  the  left  flank  of  the 
works,  reinforcements  were  brought  up  from 
that  point,  and  many  of  the  enemy's  troops,  in 
a  few  moments,  thrown  from  the  bastion* 

*'  The  British  reserve  was  now  expected  to 
come  up :  the  guns  at  the  Douglass  battery  bad 
by  this  time  been  turned  so  as  to  enfllade  that 
column  in  its  approach ;  captain  Fanning  was 
already  playing  upon  the  enemy  with  great 
t)iflfect ;  and  captain  Biddle  was  ordered  to  post 
a  piece  of  artillery,  so  as  to  enfilade  the  salient 
glacis.  This  piece  was  served  with  uncommon 
vivacity,  notwithstanding  captain  Biddle  bad- 
been  severely  wounded  in  the  shoulder.  All 
these  preparations  being  made  for  an  efFeclnal 
operation  upon  the  enemy's  remaining  column, 
and  from  the  dreadful  carnage  which  had  already 
taken  place,  it  was  scarcely  supposed  that  he 
would  continue  the  assault  much  longer.  But 
3  oi"  400  men  of  the  reserve,  were  about  to  rush 
upon  the  parapet  to  the  assistance  of  those 
recoiling,    when    a   tremendous  and  dreadful^ 
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^plouon  took  place,  under  tbe  platform^  which 
carried  away  the  bastion,  and  all  who  happened 
to  be  upon  it.     The  enemy's  reserve  immediately 
fell  back,  and  in  a  short  time  the  contest  termi- 
nated in  the  entire  defeat  of  the  assailants,  who 
returned  with  the  shattered  columns  to  thei« 
aicRmpment.      On  retiring  from  .  the  assaultg 
accordinj^  to  the  report  of  general  Gaines,   the 
British  army   left   up6n   the  field  222  killed,* 
among  whom  were  14  officers   of  distinction} 
174    wounded;    and  186  prisoners,   mlE^king  a 
total  of  582.   Others,  who  were  slightly  wounded, 
liad  been  carried  to  their  works.     The  official 
accaunt  of  lieutenant-general  Drummond  does 
Hot  acknowledge  so  large  a  number  in  killed^ 
bat    makes  the  aggregate   loss  much   greater^ 
His  adjutant-general  reported,  57  killed;  30Q 
Wounded ;  and  539  missing — in  all  905.  t  .  The 
Ajacrican  loss  amounted  to  17  killed ;  56  wound- 
ed ;  and  one  lieutenant,  who  was  thrown  over 
the  parapet,  while  defending  the  bastion,  and 
XO  privates,  prisoners ; — in  all  84  men/^^ 

.We are  certainly  much  indebted  to  the  writer 

vrho   furnished   Mr.  Thomson   with  this   very 

Cull  account.     ^^  The  tremendous  and  dreadful 

explosion,  which  carried  away  the  bastion,  and 

mil  who  happeneil  to  be  upon  it,"  and  which,  it 

i.8  believed,  was  merely  accidental,  as  satisfac* 

t:orily  explains,  why  the  attack  failed  upon  the 

right  and  centre,  as  tbe  want  of  Hints,  and  the 

*  Skntchet  of  the  War,  p.  ^\%         f  App.  No.  S7. 
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shortaess  of  the  scaling-ladders,  upon  tlue  left^ 
of  the  American  works  at  Fort-Erie.  If  tho^ 
^'  British  41st  and  104th/^  as  whole  regiments^ 
could  extort  a  compliment  for  what  thej  wcM 
supposed  to  hare  done,  what  would  the  Ameri- 
cans have  said,  had  thej  known,  that  ^^  tlM 
determined  and  intrepid  enemy /^  who  could 
not  be  dislodged  from  the  bastion,  were  the 
flank-companies  only  of  those  regiments,  assisted 
bj  a  party  of  seamen  and  marines,*  the  whole 
numbering  but  190  rank  and  file  ? 

By  an  unaccountable  inadvertency  ^  Mr.  ThonN 
son  has  overlooked  the  statement  he  gave  of 
the  British  force,  just  previous  to  the  attack^ 
We  then  had,  he  says,  '^  5353  men.^^  Let 
us  see  how  be  disposes  of  this  force  at  tiM 
time  of  the  assault.  Colonel  Fischer^s  coiuom 
he  states  at  1300,  colonel  Drummond's,  at  700^ 
and  colonel  Scott\  at  800^  in  alU  2800 ;  leaving 
3593  men,  for  the  reserve,  which  consistedy 
be  says,  of  '^  the  royals,  another  part  of  Db 
Watteville's  regiment,  the  Glengariaas,  find 
the  incorporated  militia,  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Tucker.'^t  Taking  the  outside  of  all 
the  American  estimates  of  the  detailed  pnrtsiof 
this  reserve,  we  cannot  make  it  amount  to  itmre 
than  1900  men  ; — what  then  become  of.  tlie 
remaining  ISSO"?  The  fact  is,  the  restfve 
Amounted  to  1000  men  only ;  and  consisted  o 
the  battalion-companies  of  the  royal  ScotS)  sisc 

*  All  iroanded^  App.  No.  35.   •!-  Sketches  of  the  Wm^  p.  d08» 
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eompanies  ot  the  41st,  the  Glengarry  regiment, 
and  the  incorporated  militia.  So  that  the  Bri« 
tisb  force  engaged  in  the  assault  upon  Fort-Erie, 
did  not  exceed  2140  men. 

In  general 'Gaiifes's  first  letter,  not  a  word 

appears  about  the  ^^  tremendous  and  dreadful 

explosion/'     The  t>astion,  says  the   American 

general',   ^^  was  regained   at   tlie  point  of  the 

btyoiiet/^*     We  wish,  for  his  sake,  that  we  had 

bisMcoiid  letter  to  refer  to.     At  all  events,  Mr. 

O-Gonftor,  wlio  professes  to  compile  **  carefnlly 

Amn  official  documents,"  is  equally  silent  about 

the  «:isplMion;  declaring^  to  the  same  effect  M 

fbe  gii^nertil,  that  ^'  the  bastion  was  re -taken  by 

*he  ^grfeateit  display  of  courage  and  exertion /'f 

May  -  fidt '' such  a  catastrophe,  as  th6  blowing 

mta  th^air  of^^ecording  to  aft  A  merican  letter^ 

Writer,  *^  200  British,*'  have    merited  the  no^-^' 

tice,  if'  nothuve  a\fakened  tbesympathy,  of  the 

reverend  Dr.  Smith?     Here  follows  his  wholef 

recount  :--*^'^  General  Drummond,  on  the  15th 

of  August,  attempted  to  storm  the  fort,  but  was 

repulsed  with  the  loss  of  600  men,  one-half  of 

Mrfaom  were  slain.     The  assault,   and  defence 

"mete  of  the  same  desperate  character  with  the 

littles  of  Chippeway  and  Niagara;  and  could 

not  fail  to  inspire  the   British  officers  and  sol- 

diei^,   ^ith    high   ideas  of  the  discipline  and 

oarage  of  the  American  army.'*f    Yet,  wheti 

*  Apj^.Vo,  38.  -i-  Iliittorj  <>f  ther  War,  p.  990. 
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200  ^Americaiu;,  along  with  general  Pike^ .  were 
blown  up  at  the.  capture  of  York,  doctor  Smith 
could  find  room  to  tell  us,  that  thej  were  ^*  terrU' 
bly  mangled  ;'^^  and  Mr.  O'Coimor  himself 
there  gave  a  very  circumstantial  acoount  of  the 
^'  tremendous  explosion/'  f  Two  short  extrai^ 
from  Mr.  O'Connor's  book  will  shew,  that  be  was^ 
almost  as  much  ^^  gladdened"  as  geoeral  Gaines^ 
at  our  discomfiture  before  Fort- Erie.  'VTke 
assault/'  says  he,  '^  was  of  that  desperate. nfttore^ 
that  was  calculated  to  rub  away  the  stains  of 
former  defeats,  to  resiiscitate  the  sinking  ^armft 
of  an  assumed  invincibility,  and  save  theBritiili> 
general  from  contempt^  and  perhaps  ^isgrace^'l 
— '^  The  invincibles  were,  however^  destined  to 
eixperience  another  defeat ;  and  the  Americani 
added  another  wr^th  ^to  the  laurels,  with  .whieh. 
they  were  already  so  plentifully  blessed«"4i 

According  to  some  letters  from  sir .  G^eorg^. 
Prevost  to  lieutenant-general  Drummpnd^.wUieh 
were  intercepti^d  by  the  Americans^  and.Afjer^. 
wards  published  ia  sdl  the  journals,  both  Ame^ 
rican  and  British,  the  lieutenant-general ;  wad. 
blamed  for  making  the  attack ;  siv George  adding : 
'^  It  is  not  in  reproach  of  its  failure  that  I  observe 
to  you,  that  night-attacks  made  with  h^ayy' 
troops,  are,  in  my  opinion,  very  objectioXlabl^/^ 
How  far  this  may  be  the  case,  we  will  not  pretwd^ 
1;o  decide ;  but  we  think  tliere  appears^  in  both  oTL 

•  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  III.  p.  «aO. 
fHistoryofttieWar,  ik83.        }lMd.>9dQ^ 
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ttr  George's  letters,  though  somewhat  obscurely 
expressed,  suffioient  to  account  for  the  ^^  hesita- 
tion**  and  ^*  consternation'*  of  the  right'columh. 
In  one  letter,  he  says,  alluding  to  De  Waiteville's 
regiment :  '*  I  am  told  they  were  deprived  of  their 
flints/'  In  the  other,  he  says :  "  It  is  to  be  inferred, 
from   lieutenant-colonel    Fischer's   report,   and 
jour  statement,   that  the  right  column  was  not 
sufficiently  prepared  for  the  obstacles  it  ha^d  to 
surmount,  in  attaining  the  point  of  attack."— 
.^hat  csHd  this  mean,  but  that  the  scaling-ladderis 
i¥ere  too  short  ?     And  yet  neitlier  general  Drum* 
mond's,    nor  colonel   Fischer  i$,    official  report 
contains    a  word  about   scaling-ladders;   nor^ 
indeed,  in  the  present  shape  of  those  letters,  any 
thing  from  which  an  inference  can  be  drawn; 
^*  that  the  right  column  was  not  sufficiently  pre- 
pared for  the  obstacles  it  had  to  surmount.^ 
Had  the  British  right  possessed  the  means  of 
sealing  the  works^  the  enemy's  right  would  not 
have  been  so  strongly  reinforced,  nor  colonel 
Drummond's  column  been  delayed  at  the  fatal 
bastion;  and,  consequently,  the  assault  upon 
Fort-Erie,  although  *'  performed  in  the  dark,'* 
would  have  been  crowned  with  success. 

The  Americans  will  not  allow  us  to  give  an 
uninterrupted  detail  of  open  and  honorable 
warfare.  Among  several  petty  outrages  upon 
private '-  property,  one  that  occurred  on  Lake 
Erie  is  too  heinous  to  pass  unnoticed.  On  the 
16tli  of  August;  a  party  of  about  lOQ  Amencaiis 
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and  Indians  landed  at  Port-Talbot  on  that  lake ; 
and  robbed  50  heads  of  families  of  9II  their 
horses,  and  of  every  article  of  household  f^ri^i^ 
tare,     and     wearing     apparei,     belonging[^   (o 
them.     The  number  of  individuals  who  were 
thus  thrown  naked  and  destitute  upon  the  world, 
amounted  to  49  men,  37  women, — three  of  the 
latter,  and  two  of  the  former,  nearly  70  years 
of  age, — and  148  children,     A  great  many  of 
the  more  respectable  inhabitants  were  fiot  only 
robbed,    but  carried  off   as  prisoners:    among 
them,  a  member  of  the  house  of  assentbly,  Mr. 
Barnwell,  though  ill  of  the  fever  and  ague,    4o 
authenticated  account  of    this   most   atrocipiis 
proceeding,  delivered  in  by  colonel  Talbpt,  the 
owner  of  the  settlement,  stands  upon  the  recordf; 
of  the  *'  Loyal  and  Patriotic  Society  pf  Upper 
Cfinada;'^    yet  not  a  whisper   on    th^   subject 
has  escaped  any  one  American  historian. 
•  ^flarly  in  the  spring  of  1814,  when   geperal 
Winder  left  Quebec  for  the  United  Statfs^  on 
\d9  parole,  he  was  understood  to  be  the  bf^rieir, 
•  frpni  sir  George  Frevost,  of  another  propqsHiofi 
for  an  armistice.     The   American  g(>v.c^roiiieiit 
very  gladly  ptiblished  the  fact ;  if  OQly  tQ  4>bQW 
\g  the  world,  who  wasi  the  first  to  cry  oat«  At  the 
lAme  time,  the  annoyance  felt  frokn  the  Briti^b 
Qeet  in  the  Chesapeake,  which  ws^  not,  likft  idbe 
rifer  St.  Lawrence,  shut  up  during  the  winter 
months,    rendered    desirable,     a   ceea^tion    of 
hostilities  by  water,  as  well  as  land.     A  flag  of 
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truce  was^  therefora,  despatched  to  the  Briti^ 
admiral^  to  know  if  he  had  authority  to  extend 
the  armistice  in  the  manner  required.  Sir 
Alexander  Cochrane  verj  readily  answered,— ^ 
that  he  had  been  sent  out  to  fight,  not  to  nego- 
tiate ;  and  thus  the  affair  ended. 

Previous  to  general  Winder's  departure  from 
Quebec,  a  convention  was  entered  into  between 
him  and  colonel  Baynes,  the  adjutant-general 
of  the  Canadas,  and,  on  the  15th  of  April,  con- 
firoied  by  sir  George  Prevost ;  stipulating,  that 
9X1  prisoners  of  war,  except  the  hostages  then  in 
^Utention,   should  be  mutually  exchanged  and 
dMivered  up^  with  all  convenient  expedition^  so 
SIS  to  be  able  to  serve,  and  carry  arms,  on  the  15th 
^f  the  ensuing  May.     In  immediate  fulfilment  of 
our  part  qf  the  agreement,  all  Am^ri^an  prisoners 
^n  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  were  released  fron^ 
confinement ;  and  many  of  the  ofiSicers  were  actu- 
ally engaged  in  the  battles  of  July  and  Angust, 
upon  the  Niagara-frontier.     This  agreement  for 
a  mutual  exchange  was  hailed  with  joy  by  the 
British  officers  and  privates,  taken  on  Lake  Erie, 
and  at  the  battle  of  the  Moravian-town;   and 
who  were  still  eking  out  their  days  in  Frankfort 
penitentiary,/^  and  other  prisons  in  the  western 
country.      So    shamefully,    however,    did    the 
American    government    behave    on    the  occar 

• 

non,   that  these   poor  fellows,  who   had   been 
80  long  and  so  rigorously  'confined,  were  not 

«  See  Vol.  I.  p.  398. 
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allowed  to  march  from  their  respective  pri- 
sons, till  long  after  the  period  when  tbej 
ought  to  have  been  again  under  arms  in  thef 
service  of  their  country.  And  even  when  they 
did  get  away,  they  were  not  taken  to  the  most 
contiguous  British  port,  but  marched  through 
the  state  of  Ohio,  during  the  sickly  season,  to 
Sandusky,  by  far  the  most  unhealthy  spot  hf 
any  upon  the  North-American  lakes.  When 
there,  no  vessel  was  ready  to  receive  them ; 
altiiough  the  American  journalists  were  still 
boasting,  that  they  had  our  fleet,  and  their  own 
too,  upon  this  very  lake.  While  waiting  at  Sakl'« 
dusky  for  a  conveyance,  nearly  all  the  officers  and 
men  became  ill  of,  and  many  fell  victims  to^ 
the  prevailing  disease,  or  lake^fever.  At  last^ 
towards  the  end  of  August,  came  a  small  trans-' 
port ;  which  took  on  board  a  portion  of  Wie 
sufferers,  and  landed  them  at  Long-Point.  We 
are  often  told  how  active  the  Americans  are  njpioii 
the  water,  and  what  quick  trips  they  can  make 
betwixt  ports  on  the  ocean.  Unfortunately^ 
none  of  this  activity  was  displayed  in  tran^ 

■ 

porting  the  British  prisoners  across  Lake  Eri^ ; 
for  the  last  division  did  not  arrive  at  Long-Poiiii, 
till  the  middle  of  October.  The  few  survivor* 
were  but  the  shadows  of  what  they  had  beiiiii: 
all  had  contracted  disease ;  many  died  after  tltfefr 
arrival  in  Canada;  and  scarcely  a  man  of  the 
remaindier  was  again  fit  for  active  service* 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

Determination  of  the  United  States  to  repossess 
Fort-Michilimacinac — British  reinforcement  sent 
to  the  garrison — Perils  of  the  voyage  across  Lake 
Huron — Arrival  of  the  reinforcement  in  safety 
— Expedition  from  Michilimacinac  to  Prairie 
da  Chien,  on  the  Mississippi — Its  arrival  oppO". 
site  the  fort — Repulse  of  a  heavy  Am,erican  gun- 
boat— Surrender  of  the  post  to  the  British-^ 
American  expedition  to  Lake  Huron — Shameful, 
proceedings  of  the  Americans  at  St.  Mary^s  falls, 
— Reduced  state  of  the  garrison  at  Michilimaci- 
nac — Attack  upon  that  post  by  the  American 
fleet  and  troops-^Their  repulse  and  retreat--^ 
Destruction  by  the  Americans  of  a  small  blocks 
.  house  and  vessel  at  Nattawassaga  —  Departure 
,  of  the  American  commodore  to  Lake  Erie-^ 
Boat-expedition  against  the  United  States^  schoo*, 
ners^  Scorpion  and  Tigress,  left  to  blockade  Michi^ 
limacinaC'^^Capture  of  both  schooners,  and  obtainr 
ment  of  the  command  of  Lake  Huron. 

.  ft 

•      -       -  * 

T^BE  recovery  of  Fort-Michilimacinac*  had 
long'  been  seriously  contemplated  by  the  Ame- 

♦  See  VoL  I.  p.  5«.  . 
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rican  government ;  and,  but  for  the  lateness  of 
the  season  when  the  command  of  Lake  Erie,  and 
the  expulsion  of  the  British  from  the  shores  of 
the  Detroit,  had  opened  the  way  for  an  expedi- 
tion to  Lake  Huron,  the  second  north-western 
campaign  would  not  have  been  allowed  to  close, 
till  that  object  had  been  accomplished.  On  the 
other  hand^  the  necessity  of  retaining  a  post,  so 
favorably  situated,  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  for 
annoying  the  north-western  trade,  seems  early  to 
have  pressed  itself  upon  sir  George  Prevost^s  mind ; 
and,  in  the  beginning  of  April,  a  small  rein- 
forcement, placed  under  the  ordit^s  of  that  active 
and  zealous  officer^  lieutenant-colonel  M^Douall, 
was  forwarded^  by  a  back  route,  to  the  little 
gSirrison  at  Michilimacinac. 

On  the  22d  of  April,  this  reinforcement,' con- 
fiistingof  a  company  of  the  royal  Newfoundland 
regiment,  with  two  or  three  6  and  3-pounders; 
a  few  Canadian  volunteers;  and  a  lieutenakit, 
and  22  subordinate  officers  and  se^men^  of  the 
Eake  Ontario  squ|idron,  altogether  under  ^ 
thiitij  departed,  in  24  batteaux,  deeply  la^en 
with  provisions  and  military  stores,  fVotii  Natta^ 
wassaga  creek,  oh  Lake  Huron.  Not  the  mbst 
experienced  navigator  of  the  ocean  can^  fdtm 
an  idea  of  the  storms  that  rage,  and  the  perils 
ibut  are  to  bemtedunteredy  upon  the  Jtfrjger 
Noith- American  lakes  t  especially,  iti  the  winter 
season,  when  inunei^e  fields  of  ice  overspread 
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the   surface;    and  wjben  the  intensity  of   the 
cold  can  Msarcely  be  endured  by  the  hardiest 
irame.     On  the  18th  of  May,  after  a  boister- 
ous passage  of.  25  days,  19  of    them   a  con- 
tinued  struggle   with  the  elements,   the  little 
expedition,  with  the  loss  of  one  baiteai^x  only, 
but  not  of.  her  crew  or  lading,  arrived  in  safety 
^t  Michilimacinac.     The  conduct  of  both  offif 
cers  and  men,  in  this  hazardous  enterprise,  qf 
in^hich   the  difficulties  and  dangers  were  of  the 
most  discouraging  kind,  cannot  be  sufficiently 
praised.       Their  ^arrival    was   greeted    by  the 
garrison  with    the   liveliest  joy  ;    and    colonel 
JVl^Douall  instantly  set  about  strengthening  his 
post,  in  order  to  meet  the  expected  attack  from 
the  formidable  fleet  of  Lake  Erie. 

Soon  after  colonel  M'DoualFs  arrival,  a 
liody  of  western  Indians,  under  Mr.  Dixon, 
^oipied  the  gavrison  ;  and  others  kept  flocking  to 
the  fort,  in  sufficient  numbers  by  the  end  of 
June,  to  warrant  an  expedition  against  the  late 
Indian  post  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  the  Missis- 
sippi, distant  about  1400  milc^s  from  its  mouthy 
^d  450  from. Michilimacinac;  and  %vhicb  had, 
since  the.  2d  of  the  yionth,  been  t^ken  possession 
of  by  an.  American  fprc^,  under  general  Clarki 
itom  St,.  Louis,  on  the  Missoiuri*  A  St;  LiDois 
oewspiiper-editor,  aft^^  dedaiing  th«  seiaure  of 
tbiffr  4«fenc6lf^s  post  to  have  been  a  '*  baaardous 
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enterprise/'  proceeds  thus:  **  Every  attention 
was  directed  to  the  erection  of  a  temporary  place 
calculated  for  defence :  60  rank  and  file  of'ntia|or 
Taylor's  company  of  the  7th  regiment,  under 
command  of  lieutenant  Perkins,  took  possession 
of  the  lK>use  formerly  occupied  by  the  old  Mac- 
kinaw company,  and  a  new  fort  was  progressing, 
on  a  most  commanding  spot,  when  the  governor 
left  the  Prairie.  The  farms  of  Prairie  du  Cbien 
are  in  high  cultivation,  2  or  300  barrels  of  flour 
m^y  be  made  this  season,  besides  a  quantity  of 
corn.  Horses  and  cattle  are  in  abundance.  Tw# 
of  the  largest  boats  were  left  under  the  command 
of  aide  de  camp  Kennely,  and  captains  Sullivan 
and  Vieser^  whose  force  amounts  to  135  dauntless 
young  fellows  from  this  country.  The  regulars, 
under  lieutenant  Perkins,  are  stationed  on  shore; 
and  are  assisted  by  the  volunteers,  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  new  fort."  All  this  preparation- 
proves  the  post  of  Prairie  du  Chien  to  have  been 
of  some  consequence,  and  gives  proportionate 
importance  •  to  the  expedition  sent  to  attempt 
its  reduction.  The  detachment  for  that  service 
consisted  of  Michigan  fencibles,  Canadian  yoIuq*- 
teers,  and  officers  of  the  Indian  detachment, 
numbering,  altogether,  ISO;  one  serjeant  oP 
artillery  with  a  3-pounder  field-piece,  and  ABO 
Indians,  the  whole  commanded  by  lieutenant- 
colonel    M'Kay,   of   the  Michigan    feneiUes. 
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The  route  was  down  Gre^n  bay  aiid  Fox  river ; 

near  to  the  o6tifluence  of  which  with  the  Missis^ 

sippi,  the  .post  of  Prairie  duChien  was  situate.  . 

On   the  17tb '  of  July  the  barges  arrived  in 

firont  of  the  viUage,  behind  which^  on  a  comr 

manding  eminence^  was  the  fqrt,  containing  twq 

block«-houses^  Und  mountings  besides   swivels^ 

one  3:  Hnd  one  6r|poanden     In  the  middle  of  th^ 

nTer  was  stationed  a  very  large  gun-boat,  of  70 

£eet  keel,  named  the  Governor  Clark^  mounting 

114  pieces  of  cannon,  some  6  and  3-pounders,  the 

remainder  cohoras;    and  manned   with  70  or 

SO   men,   fully  armed.      This   floating  blocks 

house  is  described  to.hs^ve  been  so  constructed, 

^s  to  be  rowed  in  any  direction,  and  to  enable 

the  crew  to  lise  their  own  small-arms^  while  they 

remain .  perfectly  sheltered   from   those  of   an: 

enemy.*      Against   this  formidable    gup-boat, 

colonel  M^Kay,  on  the  afternoon  of  his  arrival^ 

having  in  vain  summoned  the  tort  to  surrender^ 

directed   his  3-pounder;   which   was   so    ably 

served,,  that)  in  three   hours,   the  ^^  dauntless 

fellows"  on  board  the  Governor  Clark  cut  hei 

cable,  and  dropped  down  the  current,  out  oi 

reach  of  further  annoyance.     Colonel  M'Kay. 

had  now  to  reduce  the  fort,  with  his  remaining 

six  round  shot,  (including  three  of  the  enemy's, 

H'tiich  had  been  picked  up,)  and  with  such  leadea 

bullets  as  his  party  could  make.     Having  pre* 

♦  App.  Nq.  39. 
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pared  every  thing,  and  being  about  to  put  the 
first  ball  into  the  3-pounder,  a  flag  u^as  bung 
out  from  the  fort ;  and  the  American  garriMn^ 
numbering  61  combatants,  each  possessed  of  a 
stand  of  arms,  surrendered  as  prisoners  of  war.^ 
Great  credit  is  due  to  colonel  M^Kay,  and  the 
whole  of  the  white  persons  with  him,  as  well 
for  their  proceedings  against  the  enemy,  asiiir 
their  active  and  successful  exertions,  in  pre^ 
venting  the  Indians,  although  so  numeroufl^ 
from  plundering  the  prisoners,  or  the  inhabit 
tants  of  the  place.  Neither  the  dislodgement 
of  the  Americans  from  Prairie  du  Chien,  nor  the 
aflair  between  the  Indians  and  the  Americtti 
armed  barges,  ascending  the  Mississipi,  de-' 
tailed  in  colonel  McKay's  letter,*  is  noticed  ill 
any  American  history  that  we  have  seen. 

Unexpected  difficulties  in  ascending  the  straita 
of  St.  Clair,  with  large  vessels,  had  delayed, 
until  the  12th  of  July,  the  arrival,  at  Fort 
Gatroit,  near  the  foot  of  Lake  Huron,  of  the 
American  expedition  against  Michilimacinae. 
The  Vessels  were  the  Niagara,  St.  Lawrence,  and 
Caledonia  brigs,  and  {he  Scorpion  and  Tigress^ 
schooners,  measuring,  altogether,  1170  tons.^ 
and  whose  united  strength,  when  employed  aa 
part  of  the  force  against  captain  Barclay's  fleets 
amounted  to  46  heavy  guns,  and  420  men.f 
The  troops  that  were  at  present  on  board,  gob- 

•  A  pp.  No.  39. 
f    James's  Na? •  Occur,  p.  286-05. 
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insted,  as  far  as  we  can  gather  from  the  American 
accounts,  of  740  rank  and  file,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  lieutenant-colonel  Croghan. 

On  the  20th  of  July,  the  American  fleet  cast 
ainchor  off  the  old,  and  then  abandoned,  military 
post  at  the  island  of  St.  Joseph  ;  the  few  houses 
upon  which,  a  party  was  sent  on  shore  to  destroy. 
That  service  performed,  a  detachment  of  infantry 
and  Artillery,  numbering  about  280  rank  and 
file,  and  commanded  by  major  Holmes,  of  the 
32d  regiment,  ^mbark^d  in  the  barges  of  the 
fleets  uhder  the  directions  of  lieutenant  Turner, 
of  the  Uiiited  States' navy  ;  and  proceeded  up 
the  St.  Mary's  strait,  to  the  north-west  com- 
pany's settlement  at  the  falls ;  where,  as  neither 
troopi  tidr  Indiatis  were  present,  the  Americans 
landed,ion  the  23d,  without  the  slightest  oppo« 
titfon. 

The  few  inhabitants  of  the  place  were,  at  this 
time^   employed  in  fishing,   or  in  haymakings 
and  other  husbandry  concerns ;  but  their  peace- 
able  demeanor  and   innocent  avocations  only 
exposc^d   them  the  more  to  the  brutal  rage  of 
major  Holmes  and  his  party.     Some  of  the  acts 
of  the  Americans  at  St.  Mary's  will  not  befit 
Coital :  suffice  it,  thaf  they  not  only  destroyed 
tbe   whole  of  the   property  belonging   to  the 
liOTlh-west  company  which  had  not  been  pre* 
Viously  removed,  including  their  houses,  stores, 
^nd  vessels ;  but  killed  their  cattle^  carried  ofT; 
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as  prisoners^  several  of  the  engagees^  tore  down 
the  defences,  destroyed  the  gardens,  pilfered  the 
furniture,  and,  in  some  instances,  the  cloaths 
from  even  the  childrens'  backs. 

Mr.  Thomson  is  very  brief,  and  doctor  Smith 
quite  silent,  upon  the  business  at  St.  Marj^s : 
not  so  Mr.  O^Connor.     He  admits  the  seizure  of 
the  north-west  company's  property,  but  agrees 
with  major  Holmes,  in  considering,  that  ''it  was 
good  prize,  by  the  maritime  lnw  of  nations,  afi 
recognized  in  the  English  courts ;''  as  well  as 
because  the  company's  agent^  f'  Johnson,  acted 
the  infamous  part  of  a  traitor;  having  beep, a 
citizen  and  magistrate  of  the  Michigan  territoij^ 
before    the  war,    and    at   its    commencement, 
and  now  discharging  the  functions  of  magistrate 
under  the  British  government."*     The  proprie? 
tors  of  the  tobacco,  captured  by  the  British  in 
the  Chesapeake,  will  not  thank  Mr.  O'Connor, 
for  thus  admitting,  that  merchandize^  on  shoie 
as  well  as  a-float,  is  ''  good  prize ;"  nor  will  the 
American  government  be  well  pleased  with  his 
unqualified  avowal,  that  the  ^'  part  of  a  traitor^^ 
can  be  at  ail  ''  infamous."    Lieutenant  Turner^ 
in  a  letter  to  captain  Sinclair,  follows  up  his 
account  of  the   destruction   of  the  north-west 
company's  goods,  '^  amounting  in  value  to  frovi 
50   to   100000  dollars,"   with:— .''AH  privajl;^ 
property     was,     according    to     your     orders^ 
respected."      He  thus,  cleverly   enough,  marks 

*  History  of  the  War.  p.  2(iU 
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the  distinction  between  the  company's,  or 
**  Indinn  (^[oods^"  and  *'  private  property ;"  and» 
9t  the  same  time,  hopes  to  free  the  naval  part 
of  the  cpKpedition  to  St.  Mary\  from  any  con^ 
icem  in  the  enormities  that  were  committed 
"there. 

r    The  absence  of  the  detachment  of  militia  and 
Indians  under  colonel  M'Kay^  and  of  lieutenaint- 
Worseley  and  his  seamen,  who  had  proceeded  to 
Nattawass^ga    in    the    north-west    company's 
schooner  Nancy^  for  a  fresh  supply  of  provi- 
sions for  the  garrison,  reduced  colonel  M'Douairs 
Ibrce  to  190  regulars,  militia,  and  Indians,  with 
aSapd  6-pounder,   but  no  artillery-officer  to 
direct  the  use  of  them.     On  the  26th  of  July, 
commodore  Sinclair's    fleet    appeared  off  t^e 
island  to  reconnoitre  ;  but  no  attempt  was  made 
to  dijsembark  the  troops  till  the  morning  of  the 
4th   of  August.      The  vessels  then   anchored 
dose  to  the  beach,  at  Dowsman's  faroi)  situate 
at  th^  back  of  the  island  ;  a  spot  that  had  been 
pointed  out  by  one  of  the  old  residents  of  the 
place.     The  ground  was  cleared  in  front,  and 
formed  a  gentle  slope,  which  enabled  the  vessels, 
fagr  their  grape  and  canister,  to  cover  the  landing 
of  the  troops,  in  the  most  eflgectual  mabner. 
ColMiel  M^Douall  posted   his  little  force  in  a 
very  masterly  inanner,  and  repulsed  every  effort 
ef  the  AmerHfaniis  to  appri^ach  the  fort.*    Cap« 

•  App.  No.  40. 
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iAn  Sinclair  gives  the  foltovring  Meoofiit  of  bi^ 
red^tion : — **  MiehiJimaciviac  is,  by  Datave,  ^ 
jibrfeet  Gibraltar,  behtg  a  faigb  inaccessible  rook 
AW  everj  side,  except  the  west ;  from  whicli,  to 
ibe  beightSi  you  have  nearly  two  mites  to  pass 
throngh  a  wood,  so  thick,  that  our  men  frsre 
shot  in  every  direction,  and  within  a  few  yards 
of  Vhem,  without  being  able  to  see  the  Indians 
ttho  did  it ;  and  a  heigllt  was  scarcely  gained, 
biifore  there  was  another  within  50  or  100  ytirds 
cMlinanding  it,  where  breastworks  were  erMted 
and  cannon  opened  on  them.    Several  of  tkesa 
ircfre  charged,  and  the  enemy  driven  from  then  i 
but  it  was  soon  found,  the  further  oiir  troops 
advanced,  the  stronger  the  enemy  became^'and 
the  weaker  and  more  bewildered  our  force  wtore; 
Several  of  the  commanding  officers  were  picfc^ 
oiit,  and  killed  or  wonnded  by  the"  sairages, 
without  seeing  any  of  them.      The  men  "wler* 
getting  lost,  and  falling  into  confusion,  n^tHMl 
under  such  circnmatances ;  which  demAndsd^aii 
immediate  retreat,  or  n  total  defeat  and  ^nerti 
massacre  must  have  ensued.  I'his  was  conduOledi 
in  a  masterly  manner *by  colonel  Croghao,  wbo 
had  lost  the  aid  of  that  valuable,  and  tn^tfh 
be  lamented  officer,  major  Holmes,  who^  ^iA 
captain  Van  Horn^  was  killed  by  the  Ihdiflbl^ 
Mr.  O'Connor  informs  us,  that  it  was  the  deMtb 
of  major  Holmes  and  captain  Desha,  that  **  ^iMt 
that  part  of  the  line  into  confusion^  froib  wJbifdi 
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it  was  found  impossible  to  recover  it;^^  and 

that   liieiitenaiit   Morgan'  brought-  up  a  light 

]Heee;  to  relieve  the  lefl^  which  was  suflfering 

from  a  galKiag  fire.    The  -Americans  retreated 

tb  'thdr  ^stripping,   oii   the  same   evening,  in* 

the  utmdst  haste  and  t^onfusion;*   which^   as 

all    that  vtri^re  aliHre  and   well  got   clear   off, 

waas' certainly  ^^in  a  masterly  manner/*    Seven -^ 

tieeni  of  fheir  dead  ^ere  left  on  the*groand  ;  and 

likiip  loss,  o»  our  part>   was   only  'one   Inidiane 

lulled.     As  there  wbi^e  but  50  Indians  upon  tlief 

island ;  and;  as  few,  if  "any,  could  approach  from 

tlieiQain,  while  the  American  shipping  lay  off, 

^ittptain  Sinclair  paid  no  i^ry  high  compliment 

-to-  the  ""^  hiro  of  Saiidusk^,''  and  his  5  br  (500' 

troops,  in  'ascribing  the  iretreat  to  the  dread  t£ 

*^  a  general  msissacre.*'    Mr.  Th^mpsdn^  how^* 

ever,  declares  that  the  Indians  alone. ^'  exceeded^ 

die  strength  of  colonel  t!!rogfaan's  detiaehmfent  ;^^ 

and'  tfaieit  this''^'  ifitrepid  young  officer^^  wifs^ 

<56mpelled  to  witfadraW  his  forces,  after  braving^ 

sustained  a  loss  of  €6  killed,  woilndied,  and^ 

mis^ing.t    *  '"     •    ■  *   *"  '    ''■  ''''^  ■ 

Having  obtaitieid  4htielligence  tbttt  Iteutctoant 
WoTseley,  with  the  Waricy  schooner,  vras  at  Na<^' 
tawAsss^,  oaptain  Sinclair,  first  despatching 
tlie  St.  Lawrence  and  Caledonia  brigs,  with  a 
portion  of  the  troops,  to  cb^operate '  with  tl^r 

J  m 

-    •         I        •    '.  ■•..■-■• 
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American  army  at  Fort-Erie,  proceeded  with 
Ike  remainder^  amounting,  including  the  crew 
of  the  Niagara,  to  ^'  450  souls/'*  to  attack  f^ 
past  deemed  far  less  difficult  of  reduction,  thaDi 
the  ^^  Gibraltar,'^  frpm  which  he  and  colonel 
Croghan  had  just  been  repulsed.  The.Nancjr, 
was  Ijing  abput  two  miles  up  the  Nattawassags, 
under  the  protection  of  a  block-house,  situate 
on  the  south*east  side  of  the  river,  whic^  l^exe 
runs  parallel  to,  .and  forms  anarrofr  peniqsula 
with,,  the  shore  of  Gloucester  baj.  This  enabled 
captain  Sinclair  to  anchor  his  vessels  within  gojod; 
battering  distance  of  the  block-house.  A  spirited, 
cannonade  was  kept  up  between  the  latter,  whera 
a  6*pounder  was  mounted,  (besides  two  24-ppunjl 
carronades  on  the  groujid,)  and  the  thr^ e  Ame- 
rican vessels  outside,  composed  of  the  Niagara, 
mounting  eighteen  32-pound  carronades,  and  two. 
long  l2-pounders,  and  the  Tigress  and  Scorpion, 
mounting,  between  them,  one  long  13,  and  two 
long  24-pounder8.  In  addition  to  this  forpe,  a 
5^  inch  howitzer,  with  a  suitable  detach qient  of 
artillery,  had  been  landed  on  the  peninsula. 
Against  these  24  |neces  of  cannon,  and  upwaqds 
of  500  men,  were  opposed,  one  piece  of  cannon, 
and  23  officers  and  seamen.  Further  resistanee 
"^as  in  vain ;  and,  just  as  lieutenant  Woraeley 
had  prepared  a  train,  leading  to  the  Nfincy  from: 
the  block-house,  one  of  the  enemy's  shells  biirst 

*  Captaia  Slodair't  letter,  of  date,  September  3. 
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id  the  latter,  and  both  the  block-hoose  and  the 
vessel  were  presently  blown  up.  Lieutenant 
TTors^lciy  and  his  men  escaped  in  their  boat 
Tip  the  river;  and/  fortunately,  the  whole  of 
the  north-west  company's  richly  laden  canoeiS, 
bound  across  the  lake,  escaped,  also,  into  French 
river.  After  having  thus  led  to  the  destruction 
of  a  vessel,  which  the  American  commander  had 
the  niodesty  to  describe  as— ^^  his  Britannic 
majesty's  schooner  Nancy,'' — captain  Sinclair 
'departed  for  Lake  Erie ;  leaving  the  Tigress  and 
Scorpion  to  blockade  the  Nattawassaga,  and, 
as  that  was  the  only  route  by  which  supplies 
could  be  readily  forwarded,  starve  the  garrison 
orMichilimacinac  into  a  surrender. 

After  remaining  at  their  station  for  a  few  days^ 
the  two  American  schooners  took  a  trip  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  St.  Joseph's.     Here  they  were 
discovei^d,   on  the  25th  of  August,  by  some 
Indians  oh  their  way  to  Michilimacinac.     On 
the  31st, lieutenant  Worseley  and  his  men  arrived 
at  the  garrison ;  bringing  intelligence  that  the 
two  schooners  were  five  leagues  apart.     An  im- 
mediate attempt  to  effect  their  capture  was^ 
therlsfore,  resolved  upon ;  and^  on  the  evening 
of  the  1st  of  September,  lieutenant  Worseley, 
and  his  party,  Composed  of  midshipman  Dob- 
^son,   one  gunner's  mate,   and  17  seamen,  re-* 
embarked  in  their  boat ;  and  lieutenant  Bulger, 
of  the  royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  along  with 
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two  lieutenants,  two  Serjeants,  six  corporals^  and 
50  ranK  and  file,  of  his  own  corps,  one  hospital* 
mate,  one  bombardier  and  one  gunner  of  the 
royal  artillery,  with  a  3  and  6-pounder ;  niigor 
Dickson,  superiij^tendent  of  Indian  ajQTairs,  four 
others  of  the  Indian  department,   and    threa 
Indian  chiefs,   making  a  total  of  99  personSj 
embarked  on  bo^rd  three  other  boats*     It  was. 
suQ-down  on  the  ^d,  before  the  baats  arrived  9t 
the  Detour,  or  entrance  of  St.  Mary's  strait ;  wid 
not  till  the  next  day,  that  the  exact  situation 
of  the  eqemy's  vesseis  because  known.    At  six 
o'clock  that  evening,  tbe  boats  pulled  for  the 
nearest  vessel,  ascertained  to  be  at  anchor  abq^t 
six  miles  off.    A  body  of  Indians,  which  ba^ 
accompanied  the  expedition  froni  Michilimaci- 
pac,  remained  three  miles  iq  the  rear ;  and,  at 
pine  o'clock,  the  sphooner  appeared  in  sight. 
The  latter,  as  soon  as .  she  discovered  the  boatSj^ 
which  was  not  till  they  had  approached  within 
100  yards  of  her,  opeqed  ^  smart  fire  from  her 
long  34-poiinder  and  musketry.     The  boats, 
however,  advanced  rapidly  ;  and,  two  boarding 
^er  on  each  side,  carried^  in  five  minutesj  the 
United  States'  schooner  Tigress^  of  pqe  Jong 
24-fpoander3  on  a  pivotrcarriage^  an4  ^  oncers 
and  men**    The  British  loss  was^  two  soai^en 
killed ;  lieutenant  Bulger,  aqd  four  or  five  sol- 
diers and  seamen,  wounded.     The  Americao 

*  National  InteWlg^ei^e^r^  JnJjr  29,  1815» 
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i0SM^thTep  ineoy  including  one  or  two  officers^ 
V^oundcd.  ^ 

Qa  ^e  morning  of  the  4tb|  the  prisoners  w^tre 
sent  19  one  of  th^  boats,  under  a  guard|  to 
IDIicbiliipapinac ;  and  preparations,  were  niad^ 
1x>  attack  the  other  schooner,  which  was  vqder* 
«too4  f;o,]t>e,  at  anc^hor  15  miles  further  dow;n. 
I4eut^naiit  Bulger^  in  his  letter, *.descrij^es  th^ 
mcr9ngfimen,t  that  was  made ;  and  which  vesulted 
in.  tl)e  capture  of  the  United  States'  schooner 
ScoTpion,  |»anned  with  30  officere  and  men;* 
aiid  carrying  one  long  S4,  and,  in  her  hpld| 
one  long  12-pounder.    Her  loss  amounted  to 
tii^o  killed,  jmd  two  wounded ;  ours  to  one  or 
two  soldiers  wounded ;  making  the  total  British 
loss,  in  capturing  the  twp  vessels,  amount  to 
three  killed^  and  eight  wounded.  .  It  is  a  singur 
lar,  and  somewhat  ludicroip  fact,  that  the  ac* 
Cffffnt  of  the  loss  of  these  vessels  had  reached 
Washington,  a  week,  at  least,  before  Mr.  MadiiOQ 
said : :  ^VA  part .  of  the .  squadron  of  Lak^  £ri« 
has  been  extended  to  Lake  Huron,  and,  has  pro- 
duced the  advantage  of  displaying  our  command 

of  that  lake  also/^t 
The  Scorpion  measured  68^  feet  upon  deck, 

and  18^  feet  extreme  breadth ;  the  Tigress  G0| 

feet  upon  deck,  and  17^  feet  extreme  breadth ; 

so   that    these    two    American     *^  gun^boats '' 

*  App.  No*  41* 
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averaged,  accordiog  to  British  measureroenf, 
100  tons.  They  had  on  board  abundance  of 
shot^  including  some  32-pounders;  and  in 
smaiUarms^  between  them,  64  muskets,  and  104 
Ctttlasses  and  boarding«pikes.  As  a  proof  of 
the  value  of  these  two  schooners,  now  that  thej 
were  a-float  upon  Lake  Huron,  their  hdlU  and 
stores  were  appraised,  bj  the  proper  officers,  at 
npwards  of  16000/.  sterling.  In  another  point  oT' 
view,  they  were  still  more  valuable.  Commodore 
Perry^s  victory  left  the  Americans  without  an 
enetny  to  fear  upon  the  lakes  Erie  and  Huron ; 
and  yet  do  we  find,  still  on  board  of  the  four  f 
Smallest  of  his  nine  vessels,  three  times  as  many 
seamen,  as  were  on  board  all  the  ^^  very  supierior 
British  fleet,":]:  which'that  ^illustrious"  A meri<»ii 
comiQodore,  after  an  obstinate  stroggle,  bad 
succeeded  in  capturing.  -  '* 

The  loss  of  the  schooners  Tigress  and  Scovpkld 
tiecessarily  underwent,  a$  soon  as  the  otSficefi 
were  discharged  from  imprisonment,  the  inves- 
tigation of  a  court  of  inquiry.  The  British  far^ 
is  there  made,—**  about  300  sailors,  soldiel^; 
ai|d  Indians  ;'^  which,  had  the  l||tter  been  pri^ 
s*nt ;  wa$  no  great  exaggeration ;  Mr.  Thomson, 
not  wishing  to  lihock  his  readers  with  an  accoUttt 
ISO tiear  akin  to  truth,  says:  **  Lieutenant-colo- 
nel M' Do  wall  supplied  lieutenant  Woriley,  ttf 

i  Including  the  Somcrs  and  Ohio;  see  p.  168. 
t  James's  NaTal  Occurrences,  p.  294 
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the  navy^  with  250  Indians^  and  a  detachment 
of  the  Newfoundland  regiment,  with  whom,  and 
150  sailors,  h^  attacked  the  schooners,  on  the 
dtb^f  September.     After  a  severe  struggle,  in 
1? hich  he  lost  a  very  disproportionate  number 
sf  kSiled  and  wounded,  he  carried  the  vessels, 
and  ^proceeded  with  them  to  Michilimacinac.''* 
Mr.  ^'Connor,  having  a  story  at  hand,  which^ 
he  .thanhs,  will  aflfbrd  ten  times  as  much  gratift- 
<>«tiott  as  Mr.  Thomson's,   omits  the  force  on 
either  side,  in  ord^  to  insert  the  following :-~ 
^'  Captain  Arthur    Sinclair,   commanding  the 
United  States'  naval  force  on  the  upper  lakes, 
states,  in  a  letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  navy, 
on  the    authority  of  sailing-master  Champlin, 
that  ^  the  conduct  of  the  enemy  to  our  prisoners, 
(the  crew  of  the  Tigress,)  thus  captured,  and 
the  inhuman   butchery  of  those  who  fell  into 
their  hands,  at  the  attack  of  Maekinack,  has 
been  barbarous  beyond  a  parallel.     The  former 
have  been  plundered  of  almost  every  article  of 
clothing  they  possessed;    the  latter  had  their 
hearts  and  livers  taken  out,  which  were  actually 
cooked  and  feasted  on  by  the  savages ;  and  that 
too,  in  the  quarters  of  the  British  officers,  sanc- 
tioned by  colonel  M'Dougall/'^*     Not  to  keep 
the  reader  a  moment  in  suspense,  let  him  be 
assured,  that  this  ^^  heart  and  liver''  story  is  not 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  331. 
+  Historj  of  the  War,  p.  M6. 
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«veii  hinted  at  in  the  proceediDgs  of  the  court 
inquirj,^  (filting  as  they  do  the  column  of  a  dw 
paper,*)  that  tried  the  officers  and  ci^ew  of  ^ 
TigresK;  and  which  court  would,  most  gkul 
have  published  the  fact.  And  would  doctor  Sm 
and  Mr.  Thon^son,  so  ready  at  catching  tales 
the  sort,  h^ve  let  pass  such  an  opportuoitgi 
stigmatjiadBg  the  British  ?  The  most  surprisi 
thing  is,  that  it  should  be  a  ^^  fourth  editi^ 
revised  and  corrected^^^  wherein  we  find  toi 
gusting,  wd  so  flagitious  a  paragraph. 

*  NatipBsl  IptdjiigeQGer,  July  39,  1815. 
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CHAPTER  XVH. 

« 

r^^semblagje  of  troops  in  Lower  Canadfjir^Cofiit^n^^ 

jklated  attack  upon  Sacfcett^s  Harbor-^Arrival 

iher£  of  general  Izard^^Britiah  camp  at  Ckambly 

'x^Mareh  of  the  ieft  division  towards  Piatt Aurg 

•--^Origin  of  the  expedition — Arrival  af  jthe  left 

division  near  the  lines^  and  correspondent  retreat 

of  major-general  Macombi-^low  adwuce  4^  the 

left  division — Behaviour  of  the  American  militia 

^^Description  of  Plattsburg — Required  eo^ope" 

ration  of  the  Champlain  Jleet'^^  Comparative 

force  of  the  two  squadrons-^Jmportant  partis 

culars  from  the  letters  of  "  VERiTAg**— /?e- 

marles  on  the  American  official  account'-^Pri-' 

ioners  4ind  deserter^ — Loss  on  both  sides-^AmC'- 

rican  a^countST'Pidntfid  representation  of  the 

^  uetion^-'-Ss^seqsient  death  of  sir  George  Prevost-^ 
Remarks  upon  plans 9f  conquest  wkUured  at  a  dis- 
tance— Re^ncampment  of  the  left  division  of  the 

•  JBriiifA  army  in  Lower  Canada-^Prooeeding^  of 
the  right  divisum-^Improved  sU$te  of  t^e  de^ 

yVnceSy  and  augmented  force  of  the  garrison^  at 

.  fori^Erie — Effect  qf  siokne^ ;  0nd  Uss  an  tkfi 
JBritish'^Prepa.ratiom  for  e^sortie^rStdit^  of  the 
British  Works-^jpifi^nce  between  them  49/914  thf 
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British  encampment — Advance  of  the  American 
sallying  party'^State  of  the  weather — Surprise 
of  the  British  piquets — Skirmish  with  tJie  guards 
and  capture  of  part  of  the  batteries"^ Advance 
of  the  American  reserve — Arrival  of  the  support' 
brigade  from  the  British  camp — Repulse  of  the 
American  troops^  and  recovery  of  the  captured' 
batteries-^Mutual  loss — American  accountk"'^ 
(Continued  exposfire  and  sickness  of  the  right 
.  division^--Its  removal  to  a  healthier  contiguous 
spotj  and  subsequent  retreat  to  Chippeway — 
General  Izard s  departure  from  Sackett^s  Har* 
birr  •—  His  cautious  proceedings  and  junction 
with  general  Brown — Amount  of  the  united 
American  forces — Further  retreat  of  general 
Drummond'^Skirmish  at  Lyon^s  creek^^Bri- 
iis/i  command  of  Lake  Ontario — A  small  rein^ 
forcenient  to  the  right  diriaion^^  Retreat  of  the 
American  army  to  Fort^Erit-^A  second  ttiu" 
forcement  to  the  British-^^Abandomneni  and 
destruction  of  Fort^Erie^'  and  departure  of 
generals  Izard  and  Brown  from  Vpper  Canada 
..^Distribution  of  both  armies^  on  the  Niaghra^ 
into  winter  quarters-^State  of  alarm  at  Saek^tfs 
Harbor  ^ —  Two  successive  predatory  incurgions 
into  the  western  parts  of  Upper  Canada.      ^^ 


■  I 


liEAVING  Mr.  Madison  to  profit  by  Vhe 
«  advantage  ^^  he  has  gained  upon  I^ke  Hciron, 
we  hasten  to  Lower  Canada;  where  a  force  of 
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ritish  regulars  was  now  assembled,  sufficient,' 
w  the  firSit  time  during  tlie  war,  to  give  serious 
larm  to  the  American  gov^nment.     During 
he  months  of  June  and  Julj,  the  Quebec  papers 
"^¥ere  continuallj  announcing    the    arrival   oi 
'Cransports  with  troops^   and  those  troops,  too, 
such  as,  under  Wellington,  had  hitherto  carried 
sll  before  them.     When  the  people  of  the  Ca- 
Tuidas  began  to,  refleltf ,.  how  sparingly  they  had 
been  supplied  with  troops,  in  the  first  two  years 
of  the  war,  a  very. familiar  proverb  could  not 
fail  to  press  upon  their  thoughts.   When,  again,^ 
they  saw  nothing  but  petty  reinforcements  sent 
to  general  Drummond  on  the  Niagara,  and  that 
the  important  post  of  Sackett's  Harbor  was  still  a 
flourishing  depot  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  what 
rational  man  among  them  could  come  to  any  other 
conclusion^  than  that  the  commander-in-chief 
ivas  determined  to  wip$  away  the  disgrace  he  had 
incurred  in  the  May  of  the  preceding  year?* 
Sir  Cieprge,  did  certainly  say  something,  in  his 
intercepted  letters  to  lieutenant-general  Drum^- 
Udond,  about   ordering  a  brigade   of    troops^ 
Muder  m^jor-general  Kempty  to  Kingston,  Air 
the    purpose  of    attacking   Sackett's   Harbor; 
although,   at  the   same    time^    he  must  ha?* 
luiowa,  tliat  our  fleet  was  not  in  a  sitaaticm  to 
appear  on,  the  lake ;  nor  likely  to  be  so,  till  ;tkd 
new   100*gun-ship  was  launched.     So  Mtisfied 

♦  Ste  Vol.  I.  p.  in,  ■    >      >'C 
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were  the  Americaiis,  that  Saclwttfs  Harboi^ 
would  be  the  first  point  of  attack^  ey^n  if  sir 
George  had  to  cross  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  march' 
OTerland,  that  general  Izard,  on  the  1st  of  S^ 
tember,-  broke  up  his  encampment  at  Platts* 
burgy  and  marched  there  with  bettveen  3  and 
4000  regulan^. 

If  any  any  thing  could  raise  British  courage 
beyond  its  accustomed  height,  it  was,  surely^  the 
emulation  which  existed  between  the  troops  that 
had  recently  arrived  from  the  Peninsula,  aind 
those  that  had  been  originally  allotted  for  the 
defence  of  -  the  Canadas :  the  one,  highly  jealbiit 
of  the  reputation  they  had  already  gained ;  the 
other^  equally  so,  of  their  local  experience, 
and  of  the  dressing  they  had  several  times  given 
to  superior  numbers  of  the  very  same  enemy, 
against  whom  the  two  united  bodies  were  mnf 
about  to  act.-  Under  these  circumstances,  wiH 
any  one,  except  an  American^  say,  that  IIOOO 
of  such  troops  would  not  have  beaten,  upon  any 
l^round  where  evolutions  could  be  practiwd^,- 
17000  of  the  best  troops  which  the  United  States 
could  have  brought  into  the  field  ?  A 'British 
army ,^  then,  of  11000  men,  with  a  proportionate 
lUid  most  excellent  train  of  artillery,  commanded- 
p^  ch^ef  ^y  sir  George  Prevost,^  and,  under  hlttv 
|iy  offices  of  the  GtHt  distinction  in- the  services 
Ifft^i^eir  camp  at  Chambly,  *^  with  a  vie#,^ 
say 9  the  American  official  account,  *^  of  con- 
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K^oering  the  eouAtrf ,  M  far  as  Crown  Point  and 
lUcdiideroga/'*  We  are  here  bound  to  acquit 
mnr  Geoi^  Pl^vMt  of  b^ing  the  frainer  of  thtt 
expedition.    It  originated  in  England.^ 

The   approach  of   sir   George^s    army,  bj 
^>dell-tDwn,  to  the  line  of  demarcation,  was  the 
signal  fbr  major-general  Macomb,  with  the  few 
jregolars  of  general  Izard's  army  left  under  his 
-command,  ta  retire  from  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  lines,  to  Plattsbnrg.     His  abandoned  camp 
was  entered  by  sir  George  Prevost  on  the  3d  of 
September.    From  this  position  the  left  division, 
of  about  7000  mefn,  eotnposed  of  all  but  the 
reserve  and  heavy  artillery,  moved  forward  on  the 
4th%  and  halted  on  the  5th,  within  eight  miles  of 
Piattsbui^ ;  having  advanced  25  miles  within  th# 
enemy's  territory  in  the  course  of  four  days.  -  On 
the  morning  of  the  6th,  the  left  division  pro- 
eeeded  on  its  march,  major-general  Power-s,  or 
the  right  cdlimn  advancing  by  the  Beckman* 
town  road;   and  major-general  BrisbaneV  ea^ 
ionnn, -'-except  oiie  wing  of  De  M euroa's  regi- 
ment, left  to  keep  np  the  communication  with 
the  main  body, — taking  the  road  that  runs  pa- 
emilel  to  Lake  Cbamplain.     At  a  bridge  crossing 
i^  creek  that  intersects  this  road,  the  American 
{general  had  stationed  a  small  force,  with  two 
field-pieces,  to  abattis  and  obstruct  the  way.  In 
"the  meanwhile  the  right  column,  meeting  with 

•  App>  No.  45.  f  App.  No.  42. 
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no  impediments  to  its  progress,  passed  rapidljr 
on,  700  American  militia,*  upon  whom  '^  tlie 
British  troops  did  not  deign  to  fire,  except  bj 
their  flankers  and  advanced  patroles,"f  retreat- 
ing before  it.    General  Macomb,  out  of  com- 
pKment  to  the  regulars,  perhaps,  states  that  250 
of  them,  under  msgpr  Wool,  ^*  disputed  the  road 
with  great  obstinacy;"  yet,  in  almost  the  nesst 
paragraph,  admits  that,  after  the  detachment 
of  3iO  regulars,  with  two  field  pieces,  had  re* 
tired  from  Dead  creek,  and  joined  major  Wool, 
and  while  the  riflemen  ^^  at  rest,^^  were  pouring 
in  a  destructive  fire,"  and  the  field-pieces  doing 
*'  considerable  execution, ^^  ^'  so  undaunted  was 
the  enemy^  that  he  never  deployed  in  his  wl|0U 
march,  always  pressing  on  in  column/^    The 
rapid  advance  of  mtgor-general  Pow«r  secured 
msyor-general  Brisbane  from  any  further  oppo- 
sition, than  what  he  might  experience  from  the 
American  gun*boats  and  galiie^.   Notwithstand- 
ing a  heavy  fire  from  their  long  34  and  12-» 
pounders,  tbie  bridge  across  the  creek  was  pre« 
sently  re-constructed,  and  the  left  column  moved 
forward  upon  Plattsburg. 

The  village  of  Plattsburg  contains  about  ;70s 
houses  and  stores,  and  is  situate  on  both  aidea 
of  the  river  Saranac,  close  to  its  confluence  wkh 
Lake  Champlain.  The  statement  in  the  Britiab 
official  account,  that  ^^  the  column  entered  Plattar 

»  Sketches  of  the. War,  p.  318.  f  App.  No.  46. 
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burg/  *  must,  therefore,  be  understood  to  mean, 
mthw  the  lawMhip  of  that  name,  or  the  small 
•portioa  of  the  village  which  was  situate  on  the 
nbrth-^i^le  of  the  stream.    It  was  to  the  south-side 

that  general  Macomb,  after  taking  up  the  planks 

,of  the  bridge,  had  retreated ;  and  it  was  ^^  cm  the 

eleraied  ridge  of  land^^  forming  its  bank,  that 

the-  Americans    erected  their  works*     General 

Maican&b  mentions  three  forts,  and^'  two  block* 

houaes  strongly  fortified/'     One  of  the  latter, 

tt^cording  to  a  g^od  panoramic  -  view  of  the 

^tiaoy:  mounted  three  guns.     We  bielieve  there 

irere  from  15  to  20  guns  in  all ;  most  of  them 

of  heaty  caliber.     There  was,. also,  a  large  new 

atoae-anill,  four  stories   high,  that  formed   an 

excellent  position  for  the  American  riflemen. 

It  was  oh  .the  evening  of  the  3ih,  that  the  left 

fdi^isioa^arnTed  on  the  north-bank  of  the  Sa- 

rnnac*    ^^  But,"  says  Mr.  Thompson,  ■'  not  aH 

•Ihe  galliesv  aided  by  the  armament  of  the  whole 

flotilla,  :«i^hicb    then  lay.  opposite    Plattsburg, 

under  commodore  Macdonough,  could  have^pre- 

"^enfe^dl^e  capture  of  Macomb's  army,  after  its 

ypssage  of  the  Saranac,  had  sir .  George  Prevost 

pushed  his  whole  force  upon  the  margin  of  that 

l»tream«    Like  geneml.Drummond,  at  Erie,  he 

made  a  pause,  in   full  view  of  the  unfinished 

wor^  of  the  Americans,  and  consumed  five  days 

in, erecting  batteries,  and  throwing -up  breast* 

♦  App.  No.  42. 
VOL.  II.  P 
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.workfiy  for  tbe  protection  of  his  apjproaches.    Of 
tkitt  interval  tbe  American  general  did  not  fiiil 
to  avail  himself;  and  kept  his  troops  eonrtantljr 
employed  in  finishing  his  line  of  redoufa%s/^  The 
reader  need  scarcely  to  be  reminded^  that  this  is. 
the  same  Plattsburg,  at  which  colonel  Morray^ 
with  1000  troopjs,  landed ;  the  river  on  which  it 
•stands,  the  same  Saranac,  up  which  the  coloael 
ascended,  three  miles,  to  burn  the  enemy^s  bar- 
, racks ;  and  that  those  barracks  were  burnt,  while 
an  American  regular  army,  more  than  twice  as 
strong  as  general  Macomb's,  lay  encamped  ia 
■the  neighbourbood.t 

Unfortunately,  a  service  which  one  brigade  of 
the  left  division,  had  it  been  allowed  to  make  the 
attempt^  would  have  most  promptly  and  ooiir- 
pletely  executed,  was  to  be  deferred^  till  a  ship, 
which  had  been  launched  only  11  days,  was 
armed,  manned,  and  equipped;  and,  with  her 
puny  companions,  ready  to  fight  a  much  tpipe*' 
nor  fleet  of  the  enemy.  There  is  no  doubt  that 
orders  were  sent  from  home,  for  this  ship  to  be 
laid  on  the  stocks,  so  that  she  might  be  feady 
to  co-operate  in  the  Plattsburg  expedition.  1^ 
days  only  after  the  Confiance  had  been  launehedt 
and  nine  days  before  a  crew  arrived  to  man  *her^ 
iivas  sir  George's  army  already  in  the  eneflfijH^i 
terxitory.    If  sir  George's  orders  were  so  idttpt- 

*  Sketched  of  tbe  Wsr,  p.  319,         f  See  YoL  I.  p,  Ut-^9^ 
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Yfttive  as  to  a  naval  oo*operation,  why  did  h« 
»ot  l#idt  qoietly  at  his  camp  at  Chanbly,  till 
the  new  ship  was  fitted ;  and  then  commenee 
his  three  days'  march  to  Plattsburg? 

A  gentleman,  residing  near  the  scene  of  action^ 
has,  under  the  signature  of  **  Veritas,''  so  ably 
descanted  upon  the  merits  of  the  Plattsbu^ 
fiulare,  that  we  cannot  do  better,  than  make  an 
extraet  from  his  interesting  pamphlet ;  *  firsts 
however,  calling  the  readers  attention  to  our 
dtatemeiit  of  the  action  fought  between  the 
rival  fleets ;  wherein  will  be  seen  detailed  some 
of  Ae  inany  difficulties  under  which  poor  cap^^ 
tain  Eknirnie  laboured,  t  So  much  of  that  stated 
metfl^  as  respects  the  relative  force  of  the  British 
iind  American  sqliadrons,"  cannot  well  bis  dis* 
pem^'^^iih ;  kad  is  thercffiire  here  transcribed : 

"  Comparative  force  of  the  two  squadrons. 

'firitish.  AmericaD. 
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Size  in  torn,  1496 1  2540." 

**  In  order,*^  says  the  writer  of  'Tbritas/  "  to 
convey  an  accurate  idea  upon  the  subject. of 
the  expi^ition  to  Plattsburg,  by  reasoning  upon 
fdr  George's  official  letter,  I  extract  from  it, 
tihat,  on  the  3d  of  September,  our  army  seia^ed 

*  Pabliihed  at  Montreal,  Upper  Canada, 
f.  Jamfli^a  NaT.  Occur,  p.  40!iiT-di|. 
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the;  enemy -s  entrenched  campi  at  Champlaia^f 
town  (what  a  feat !)  after  it  wa»  abandoned  by 
tb^m  ;  that,  on  the  5th,  the  army  halted  withiq 
8  miles  of  Plattsbnrg ;  and^  on  the  6th,  entered. 
Plattsburg,  after  reversing  the  position  of  ^the 
enemy  at  Dead  creek,  which  they  abandpne4 
and  left  to  he  defended  by  the  gun-boats.  S||F 
George  then  describes  the  position  of  the  enem; 
ss  npon  an  elevated  ridge  south  of  the  Sai;9tPfiC| 
with  redoubts,  &c.  armed  with  heavy  ordna^c^ 
with  their  flotilla,  the  Saratoga^  Surprin^^  Thlfii,? 
derer,  Preble,  and  10  gun -boats,  -  (whiph  gui^ 
boats^ pliB^ase  %o  remark,  reader,  were,.a  mp^ent 
before^  said  to  be  at  Dead  creek^}  ^  at.anqbor^piit 
of  gun-shot  from  the  shore/  Headds,  th|it% 
immediately  communicated  this  circumstvci^ 
to  captain  Downie^  who  had  the  vCpnA^inoe, 
Linnet,  Broke,  and  Shannon,'  (captain  Pring 
calls  the  latter  the  Chub  and  Finch,)  *  and  12 
gun-boats,'  and  requested  his  co-Qperation; 
(mark  that ;)  and,  in  the  mean  time,  battecies 
weie  constrncted.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 1th 
our  flotilla  was  seen  over  the  isthmoy  of  land ; 
(it  seems  he  would  hot  trust  t;p  his  ears,  in  respect 
to  the  scaling  qf  the  guns  for  a  signal' tUi  agreed 
upoti ;)  when^  immediately,  certain  brigadei) 
were  ordered  to  advance  to  ifbrcW  the  ford  of  the 
Saranac,  and  escalade  the  enemy's  works  upon 
tfa^ heights;  but,  sarcely  had  the' troops  ibrced 
a  passage.and  ascended  those  heights,  when  he 
heard  the  shout  of  victory  (here  bis  ears  appear 
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o  have  been  pretty  sharp)  from  the  enemy^ 
^^^orks,  in  consequence  of  the  flags  of  the  Cou^ 
^tf  ance  and  Linnet  being  struck,  (they  did  nei 
^strike  within  15  minutes  of  each  other,)  and  the 
^n-boats  flying.  Finally,  be  adds,  '  this  un» 
looked- for  event,  depriving  me  of  the  co-opera* 
tion  of  the  fleet/  (but,  in  the  name  of  honorand 
good  laith,  why  did  yon  not  co-operate  before  ?) 
*  without  which,  the  further  prosecution  of  the 
service 'Was*  become  impracticable,  I  did  not 
hesitate  to  arrest  the  course  of  the  troops  advance 
inf^^t6'l:he  attack,  because  the  most  complete 
socc&f'Vi^ould  have  been  unavailing,  and  the 
poflst^dnrdf  the  enemy^s  works' offered  no  ad- 
vfllif&^'to  cbmjpensatefor  the  loss  we  must  hava 
sdkll&iSdltf  ^acqniritfg^  ppsi^  of  tbetti/ 

V'  Kb^^^wotfld  it  iiV^t  be  supposed,  that  all  this 

was  diih^^jrfthe  time^thMr^ir^G  wan  turning 

himself  rodisttfronti  looking  at  the  fleet,*  to  look 

at  hifif 'Iri&ps,  atld  iHSirvetsa?  but,  what  must 

the  ast(^istftn«nt 'be;  when'  it  is  /bund,  that  the 

ConfiaM^'^  iHdi&ted  two  hours  and  a  half,  and 

the  Linnet  T5  tklhiutes    longer!      Surely  the 

troops,  frhierii%  liommatidei'  was  )s6  imimtient  to 

see  the|t^t'^5<Hile  up,  ought  to  have  bi^n  randy 

to  entar  i^  e^emy'ift  works  the  moment  they 

did  appiear.    Had  they  so  entered,  it  is  unques:- 

tionable  that  okr  fleet  would  have  been  victoriv 

oaa  ;  Or,  had  they  been  permitted  to  enter,  ev«Q 

Virhen  recieilled,  It  is  al moist  demonstrable  that 

*  •  •   •         ■     ■ 

the  enemy^s  fleet  must  have  surrendered^'  int  ouia 
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Mt  kMt,  have  been  retaken.  There  may  be  some 
troth  in  «ir  Geoi^e's  official  narrative,  but  mucji 
is  concealed.  A  letter  was  sent  to  captaja 
Downie,  strongly  urging  him  to  come  on,  as  ibe 
army  had  been  long  waiting  for  his  co-operatiair^ 
(stating,  as  a  proof  of  it,  that  it  had  been  undar 
trnns  from  day-light  the  day  before,  in  expeqta^ 
tion  of  the  fleet,)  and  closing  with  a  hope,  that 
fiothingbut  the  state  of  the  wind ^  prevented  the 
fleet  from  coming  up.  This  last  insinuation  eon* 
▼eyed  naore  meaning  than  meets  the  ear,  as  if  htnt^ 
ing  that  artificial  delays  were  made.  The  bravs 
Downie  replied,  that  he  required  no  urging,  to 
do  hia  duty ;  that  he  should  be  up  the  first  ahift 
of  wind,  and  make  the  signal  of  his  approach  ^y 
scaling  his  guns.  He  was  as  good  as  his  WQrd : 
the  guns  were  scaled  when  be  got  under  weigh  ; 
iipon  hearing  which,  sir  Greorge  issued  ao.9cdM 
ibr  the  troops  to  cooAr,  instt^d  of  that  c^  ^t^nt 
co-operation.  At  length,  when  he  ^(m4/^e  Jfeei^ 
«  movemflint  was  ordered,- but  of  coiirs0:tqo.Jlat6» 
as  so  little  pi^vious  arrangement  Ipad  brsvsii  aw^f 
for  being  ready  to  come  intp  iipi^ediat^  (Qcnt^^t 
with  the  enemy,  that  the  troops  putfi^  m^ifHH 
|tt4  <^  (Birctiit  of  miles  to  make ;  ^mdttbfn^.fif h^' 
at  length.  cIosq  in  with  their  object,  W^J».  ^r 
4»lled  the  moment  that  the  fleet  fe)L  A^.pf 
■captain  Downie^^  being  urged  ^by  sir  dmrgi^jM 
igo  into  ai^tioa,  the  whole  chain  of  oircpmatsuiiqes 
corroborate  the  fapt,.  and  the  i^iscr^tia^  :Qf 
m^}or.poor«  in  fnroi^hivg  livjUig:  evJ4«jEic|e  #f 
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bat  the  hero,  now  no  more,  said,,  ia  not  moie 
:4fortiiiiat^  for  tbe  cause  of  truth  than  eottclusivia 
'Chefdoni     Besides  this,  every  professional  manf 
luHMTs,  that  no  naval  officer^  iu  bis  senses,  Wonldii 
irom  choice^  (if  left  to  the  guidance  of  his  own 
judgment^)  have  gone  into  action  with  a  new 
.  diip  and  raw  crew,  immediately  after  fasr  <^atp4 
mentf  without  a  week  or  ten  days  to  disctpiini 
that  eiew^  and  accustom  them  to  their  statioat 
wd  <(aartars.    Much  stress  is  laid  by  sir  Geoi^ 
and  jhisifriends  upon  the  allegatioa  that  tka 
eneMJjf'a'fleet  was  out  of  gun-shot  from  the  shore  i 
which  i«  not  true.    But  why  ndt  htfve  entered 
the  enemy  fa  works^  and  given  practical  proof  <rf 
tiM  rangaof  shot  against  their  fleet^/rinstead  otf 
mAmg  fcopjectural  assertions  ?    Had  that  btesi 
done^  widely  diffetent  would  have  been;  the  issoe^ 
So  tfcimnpghly  did  ca}rtain  Dow«ie  depend  upoM 
eo-^paralion, tbjfir  land,   that.liQ  Imrangued  Iris 
vnm  whm  going  into  action,  to  this  effect  :^ 
*  Myiada,  we  sbRll  be  immediately  assisted  by 
the  army  a^QM-*-Let  us  show  thera^  that  €«ir 
pstrt  of  the  duty  is  well  done.'  Poor  fsllovr^  how 
ha , was  mistakeu  I    In  10  minfutes  afterwards  ha 
loll;  and:  left  air  George  to  tell  his  &wm  utmrf4 
Thiaspeeek.provied  to  have  a  pernicious  effort 
upon  ^M  crew,  when  the  promises  it  conveyed^ 
^were  eeeni:  not  to  be  j&ilfilled  on  shore. 

^^  k  M*  a  &ct,  that  the  American  commodorri 
"Was  so  imfaressed  with  the  idea  that  their  works 
on  shope  wboU  stilL  be  carried,  that  he  did  oof 
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take  possession  of  our  vessels  for  a  long  time 
after  the  action  terminated ;  he  being  employed 
m  getting  his  own  out  of  reach  from  the  sbore,^ 
apprehending  that  their  own  batteries  would  b^ 
turned  against  them.  In  the  evening  be  esh 
pressed  an  expectation  that,  next  morning,  the 
British  ccJours  would  be  seen  flying  upon  the 
Aiberican  works;  and,  when  genenal  Macomb 
came  oiF  at  day -light,  to  say  that  our  .army  bad 
retreated  in  the  night  of  the  11  tb,  leaving  their 
sick  dnd  wounded  behind,  and  destroying  qiiail- 
tities  of  stores  and  provisions,  commodore  Afac^ 
donottgb  woiild  not  credit  the  fact;  but,  wbelf 
it  was  .persisted  in,  cautioned  Macomb  to  bewatb 
of  a  rUge'.ds  guerre^  as  the  British  army  would 
either  r^urn  next  night,  or  :wa8  then  proceeding; 
by  forc^  marches  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  .it  -ik 
known  that  Macomb,  notwithstanding' all  his 
puffs  about  our  defeat,  was  actually  sitting'  itf 
gloomy  despair  upon-  a  gun,:whilst  our'  troops 
were sidvancihg on  thelith ;  a^d  wasre^y  tosurp^* 
render,  the  moment  that  the  first  Britisb'soldiev 
appeared: upon  the' parapet.  And  wheiibe  ^9rm 
notified  i« that  they  bad  suddienl^  halted,  i^d  Werld 
then  on  the  retreat,  he  started  up,  almost  fraibtic 
with  joyj  and  could  hardly  believe  the  ^ideboif 
of  bis  senses.  lie  had  only  with  him  aboliiti5Q0 
of  the  refuse  of  the  American  troops  on  tiMi 
PlattsbuTg  duty,  the  effectives  having  prevtibU6ly 
marched  off  for  Sackett^s  Harbor,  under  ^general 
Izard.    To  this  may  be  added,  perbapa^^^OOO 
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militia,  chiefly  collected  after  sir  George  haltedl 
on  t^e  6tli,  at  Plattsburg,  and  on  which  day  he 
might  have  entered  their  works,  almost  withoat 
opposition,  had  our  troops  not  been  k^t  badi 
ibr  a  grand  coup,  and  behold  its  finale ! 

V  As  to  saving  of  men  by  the  retreat,  after  th^ 
loss  of  our  fleet,  it  is  well  known  that  twice^  tki 
number  were  lost  by  desertion,  which  an  assaiitt 
would  have  cost  us ;  and  •  this  sir  George  kneWi 
at  the  time  he  wrote,^  ^  that  the  possession  of 
the  enemy's  works  offered  no  advantage  to  cony* 
pensate  for  the  loss  we  must  have  sustained  in 
acquiring  possession  of  them^'  Did  sir  GeorgA 
really  believe^  that  we  had  lost  the  use  of  oa# 
reascming  faculties?  Was  the  ground  upodl 
which  the  men,  artillery,  and  stores  at  SaranlKS 
stood,  the  object  of  capture  ?  or  was  it  not 
(assdredly  it  was)  the  men,  artillery,  and  stores^ 
standing  upon,  that  ground ;  and  if  so,  why 
were  thdy  suffimd  to  escape  ?  Surely  the  mili^ 
iary  character  of  the  gallant  army  committed  te 
bis^  ckai^^y  and  the  manes  of 'the  g^allant  Downie, 
who  perfshed  under ^  such  circumstances,  re» 
quired  sem^  sacriflc^^  I  wonder  in  what  schoot 
sirCieorge  learlitt^e^  humiliating  doctrine,  that 
ai  British  soldier^?  life  ^  is •  more  vat  uable  *■  to  hi«i 
than  his  military  honor  ;^  and  yet  to  justify  such 
a  retreat,  that  principle*  must  be  assumed.  Did 
tiiit'  the  loss  of  our  fleet  require  a  military '  8^91^ 
off?  and  did  not  that  loss  absolutely  impose  li 
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upon  sir  George,  as  ao  imperious  duty,  to  furaisli 
that  aet'Off,  by  capturing  the  enemy's  army^  te 
prevent  the  effect  which  a  retreat,  under  such 
circumstances,  must  produce,  ornamented,  as  he 
well  knew  it  would  be,  by  American  gasconade? 
The  mischievous  moral  effect  of  the  Plattsburg 
business^  has  been,  and  will  be,  incalculable^both 
in  America  and  in  Europe;,  for  that  will  be 
heard  of  in  many  countries  and  places,  where  it 
wilWiot  be  known,  that  the  commander  alone 
was  to  blame,  and  the  army  under  him  indig* 
nant  on  the  occasion.  Were  the  events  of  sir 
George's  command)  and  especially  the  expedii 
tions  to  Sackett^s  Harbor  and  Plattsburg  to 
become  examples  for  the  British  army  to  follow ; 
from  possessing  the  hearts  of  lions,  they  wottld 
soon  be  reduced  to  the  timidity  of  lambs ;  and 
the  future  inquiries  of  military  men  would  be^ 
not  who  had  nobly  done  his  duty,  but  who  had 
avoided  a  battle,  or  who  had  contrived  to  escape 
unhurt. 

^^  It  has  been  said,  that  his  General  OrdeM 
and  official  letters  were  often,  composed  with  • 
i^iew  to  deceive  at  a  distance  i  and  bis  PUtte* 
burg  letter  Aimishes  direct  j^voof  of  this  accusal 
tAQil*s  being  cOirreet.  It  is  dated  there,  the  tltk 
Qf  September,  1814^  as  if  written  on  the  spot,  ini* 
tnediately  after  the  naval  battle,  and  before  the 
degrading  retreat  conmKmced ;  whereas,  it  is  well 
l^nown,  that  tlie  letter  did  not  go  fsom  Canada 
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until  it  was  o^trried  by  Mr.  Sefsretary  Brentcm^ 
wh^  sailed  froiQ  Brandy  Pots  on  the  0th  of  Octo- 
ber ;  pQiisequently,  it  was  written  in .  J^loatreal 
long^ftiQfr  the  dute  it  bears.    In  propf  of  thisf 
read  the  following  paragraph  of  that  letter,  ^  As 
the  troops  concentrated  and  approached  the  lin^ 
of  separation  between  this  province,'  (is  Platts- 
burgh    then   in    Canada?).   ^  and  the  United 
StsMtee,  the  American  arqoy,  &c/    Wb^t  a  sad 
dip'^f  the  pen,  or  meniory,  is  here !    But  if  for 
'Plattsburg,  11th  September/  be  substituted 
^  Montreal,  2lBt  Septembeir,^  or  any  subsequent 
^y,  then  the  blunder  will  be  explained*     It  if 
toue*  siMrhrjW.as  the  celerity  of  his  personal  re^ 
-tr^at^  Uiat  019^  the  13th,  he  issued  an  order,  dated 
Sit.  .Odell-town ;  but  I  strongly  suspect  that,  09 
the  llth^  after  the  action,  he  was  not  in  a  state 
'4o  write  letters  any  where.    Another  proof  of 
.tb#  official  li^tter's  having  been  written  at  Mob* 
tiieal^  and  ;90t  at  Plattsburg,  is,  that  in  the  firsit 
Cieneral  Order  issued  afterwards,  the  gun-boatr 
were, .  ii^  a  manner,   commende4  for  eft>cj;ing 
their  retreat  in  safety ;  (probably  from  a  sym- 
pathetic feeling  of  the  m^qient ;)  wbereasi,  in  the 
rHvifsdon^^f  that  order,  tl^ey  are  l^ft  out,  althougb 
th^y  had  been  mentioned  in  this  false  dated  letter 
^  flying;   because,  upon  refleqtiont  their  not 
having,  done   their  duty,  .  might  lead  people 
aside  from  the  consideration,  that  he  had  not 
done  his  own.    But  why  was  the  letter  dated  at 
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Plattsburg  ?  Tral j^  j  ust  to  deceive  John  Bv LLi 
and  prevent  the  necessity  of  then  letting  hini 
know,  how  many  men  were  lost  by  desertion  in 
that  memorable  retreat,  and  what  quantity  of 
provisions  and  stores  were  destroyed  in  it^  or 
during  the  expedition/'   - 

In  addition  to  sir  George's,  we  have  copied 
into  the  Appendix  sir  James  Yeo's  letter.* 
Captain  Pring*s,  which  details  the  naval  biittle, 
will  be  found  in  its  proper  place.*f  Some  p^rti 
of  the  American  official  account  require  an  Ex- 
planation. It  is  by  that  intended  to  be  nnd^r- 
stood,  that  the  whole  British  army  was,  dn  tke 
inoming  of  the  11th,  drawn  up  on  the  banks  *#f 
the  Saranac :  whereas,  but  four  battalions  weri 
there  stationed;  the  remainder  of  the  tfoopi 
being  at  some  distance  in  the  rear.  Hhere  did 
general  Macomb  learn,  that  our  troops  weVe 
three  times  ^'  repulsied,"  in  their  efforts  to  citM 
the  river  ?  The  fact  ts^  major-general  Brisbane, 
with  a  portion  of  his  brigade,  not  only  crossed 
the  -Saranac^  but  brought  away  some  prisokiera. 
This  was  accomplished  to  shew  the  practical 
bility  of  the  thing,  and  not  as  any  part  of  tirt 
general  attack  dbdut  to  be  commenced.  Had 
general  Brisbane  been'  permitted  to  advatiiie; 
he  would  sooti  have  made  the  ^' brave  volunteert 
and  militia'^  skip  along  as  nimbly  as,  according 

*  App.  No.  43. 
+  James's  Na?a]  Occurrences,  liis  Appendix,  No.  90. 


i<k  general  Macomb  himself, .  thtey  Hud.  a|xc#4jr 

m 

done   upoin    thf^-vBeqkindii'-toiwii  road^     ^*  TM 

gall^t  cond Wt  ^  captmn  Mi'Glassiv^"  wIk^^qa 

the  night  of  the  Otfa,  ^^  lyith  50  mea^.di^ve  o|f  ^ 

working^pactf ,  con/sisttiEig.Qf  150«  apd  de^feated 

a  t^vering'party  pf  the  saiM.  i^amliHsry  kiUiag 

009  QfficMQr  aiaid  ^ix  inen.  ip  the'' charge^  and 

w^wiiding  ipany,^^  ^  was  a  t^t  worthy  tQ  be  per** 

{Qnofid  by  AoiM^ricans.    Let .  us  t^e  a  Tiew  of 

it,:ia  itn  iii|adoi^li^.ed  st^te4  The  battery  mounted 

^o  gun^i  -^ud  had  suffered  iso  n^uch  from  the 

e^iequyV  $r#,  M  .  to  need  considerable  repairs^ 

XJieya  i9Vfm  b^  pierformedr ut  night;  and  the 

qaea  iha^  luflually  th^ir  ,coats  and  accoutrements 

^l£^wj|fiiii(hift/\gallant'^  party  surprised  then?.. 

Jgtochr'raSv  wei^.  not   instantly  disabled  or  mad# 

ficii^Wiei^   soon   picked  up  their  muskets,   aod 

^roye  the  Afinericans  back  to  th^ir  works,  with 

4.lie    iititKNfit    precipitancy*    General    MacomK 

wall  knowing  that  captain  M'Gla^in  had  iK>t 

ticne  ievjen  to  spike  the  two  guns^  leaves  that  to 

be  iqferred.    Mr.  Thomsoii,  while,  in  stating 

the  lauted  ioe  fuionly  <m^^^  guard  of  l^SO  men^^ 

be.app^rs  to  consider  general  Macomb's  '^  co^ 

vBriDg  party'*  as  the  same  men  covered  with  t!kiwf 

cl^ths^  understands  what  is  expected;  fyott^  bioKi 

as  to  tli«. other  part  of  the  account ;.. and  tjbtert- 

fi>re  unblus^ingly  says :  ''  Being  now  i|k,posM4^ 

sion  of  a,, work,  which,  would  baye  iqcfiihcul^ib^J^ 
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annoyed  the  batteries  at  Fort-Brown,  captaan 
M^lassin  destroyed  it  with  alt  possible  haHtev 
and  returned  to  the  American  works  witb  the 
loss  of  three  men  missing.^'  ^ 

The  only  prisoners  taken  by  the  Americani^ 
near  the  river,  were  some  of  the  light  iniRsintry 
company  of  the  76th  regiment,  and  a  fbw 
stragglers  from  other  corpift,  whos  havings  wiMtt 
the  order  came  for  a  general  retreat,  lost  their  wajr 
in  the  woods,  got  out  off  from  general  BrisbaiMifi 
brigade.  General  Macomb  assigns  a  better  rMft 
son  for  the  discontinuance  of  the  boinbardmeat 
by  the  British,  thu6:  ^'  Every  battery  Of  tbe 
enemy  being  silenced  by  the  sapemmty  of'Oiir 
fire.'^f  So  wide  is  this  from  the  trvLtft^tltat 
general  Brisbane  silenced,  and  drdve  away  lib 
men  from,  every  one  of  the  American  gttns4mdi^ 
banks  of  the  river,  preparatory  to  the  lodgment 
which  he  had  intended  to  have  made  with  his  hA^ 
gade,  had  not  the  attack  been  countermanded^ 
<  The  rear-guard  was  commanded  by  this  <ifr 
cer^- who  waited  till  the  bridge  at  Dead  creek 
was  complcftely  destroyed,  and  left  nothing 
behind,  except  what  the  badness  of  the  roads 
prevented  being  removed.  One  of  these  iirticles 
was  the  broken  carriage  of  a  34-poonder,  Whiek 
a  BurlingtQn  journalist  immediately  magnified 
ilito  ^S90  pieces  of  cannon/'  General  Macmni^ 
iii  his  ^t  letter,  says :  ^^  The  light  trebps  and 

•  Skctcbti  of  the  Wsrj  p.  831.  f  App.  No.  44. 
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milttta  are  in  full  pursuit  of  the  etaemy,  ami 
making  ptisoneris  in  all  directions."  In  his 
seeond  letter,  be  baulks  the  expectations  he  had 
in  the  minds  of  his  countvy  men,  by  en«h* 
**  five  dragoons  of  the  19th  regi- 
menf^  and  several  others  of  the  rear-guard/' 
This  **  pursuing"  enemy,  however,  knew  l>ettcr 
than  even  to  shew  bimselfto  ^^  the  rear-guard." 
The  ^^  prisoners"  consisted  ebiefly  of  deserters ;  of 
whom  there  were,  from  first  to  last,-^sueh  an 
effect  had  the  retreat^  upon  the  minds  of  the 
men^-^more  than  800, 

In  killed  and  wounded  our  loss  was  compa* 
ratively  small;  "amounting  to  two  eaptains,  one 
enmgn,  four  Serjeants,  30  rank  and  file,  of  the 

» 

f^rthkr;  and  of  the  lattfer^  oiie  general  staff,  one 

captain^  six  Keuteliants,  seven  Serjeants,  and 

135  rank  and  file.     The  missing  amounted  to 

ibar  lieutenants,  two  serieants,  one  drummer, 

and  48  rank  and  file ;  making  a  total  of  S7 

killed ;  150  wounded ;  and  55  missing:  grand 

total,  085.*    As  this  trifling  loss  would  show^ 

at  oiice,what  a  small  portion  of  the  British  troops 

came  into  action;  and  that  it  could  not  havt 

been  the  prowess  of  their  opponents  that  coili« 

palled  them  to  retire,  general  Macomb,  to  whose 

numerical  accuracy  we  are  no  strangers^f  says : 

^^  The  loss  of  the  enemy,  in  killed,  woanded; 

prisoners,  and  deserters,  since  bis  first  appear* 

ance^  cannot  fall  short  of  2690 J^X    This  number 

*  App.  No.  49.       t  S«e  Vol.  I.  p.  318.       %  4pp-  No.  44. 
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satisfies  Mr.  O'Connor,  bat  not  doctor  Smith  ; 
the  latter,  therefore,  with  his  ready  pen,  makes 
it  ''  3050.'*  Mr.  Thomson  pretends  to  more 
acouraoy.  H^  states  the  number  of  deserters 
that  surrendered  on  the  first  daj,  at  400 ;  add- 
ing:-— ^^  Besides  these,  sir  Geojrge  lost  75  pri- 
soners; and^  ^^  nearly  as  could  be  ascertained, 
about  1500  killed  and  wounded ;  among  them 
several  ofiicers  of  rank/'|  The  Americans  stHte 
their  own  loss,  in  regulars,  at  one  subaltern,  one 
seijeant,  one  musician,  and  34  privates,  killed; 
two  subalterns,one  serjeant-major^four  seijeants, 
two  corporalS)  four  musicians,  and  49  privates 
wounded;  total,  37  killed,  and  62  wounded: 
grand  total  119. f  The  number  of  missing 
among  the  regulars,  or  the  general  return  of 
loss  among  the  volunteers  and  militia,  no  where 
^yppears. 

..  A^one  of  the  American  editors  have  magnifii^ 
the  British  force  beyond  14000  men ;  and  Mf* 
O'Connor,  states  general  Macomb's  force  at 
1500  regulars,  and  3500  militia  and  Tolunte.erat 
total  4000  men.j:  This  is  exclusive  of  3000 
militia  that  joined  during  the  night  of  the  11th ; 
9lid  there  were,  besides,  according  to  an  American 
editor,  ^^  many  thousands  more  on  the  road,  in 
full  and  willing  march/'  The.  reader  is,  no 
doubt,  prepared  for  a  budget  of  boasting,  on  the 

•  HisCoiy  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  ilL>.dl9; 
f  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  324. 
.  %  History  of  the  War,  p.  373^        ^ 
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part  of  the  Americans;  And,  without  charac*' 
terizing  it  as  a  V  splendid  engs^oieut/^  ^  bad. 
the  J  not  reaiH>nH     We  shall  only  notice  a  l^rge 
**  Paintipg;'^  of  which  we  have  the  •'  Key,^'  now 
before  us.      Among  the  British  olScers  r^pre*. 
sented  as  close  to  the  bank,  are  major-generals 
DeRottenburg,  Robinson,  Brisbane,^  andBay  n^s»^; 
and  a  horseman,  in  full  speed  from  one  of  th« 
contiguous  hottses^.is  styled, — ^^Aideide  camp, 
from .  general  Prevost."    Tbo  British  encamp- 
ment is,  by  the  painter's  magic,  brought  fuU 
into  view.  We  are  not  a  little  surprised  to  see — *. 
'<    Colonel   Wellington,    (Willington,)   of  the 
Bufisj  encouraging  and  giving  an  example  to 
his  men;''  when  Mr.  Thiim^on  h^d,  with  more 
sUccuracy  than  usual,  /^  killed"  that  ofl^cer,  at 
the  head  of  these  sanaie  '^  Buffs,"  while  marching 
to  Plattsbui^,  on  the  eth.f    By  way  of  shewing 
tb^t  the  ^^  State-dragons  of  New  York/'  with 
th^r  ^^  red  coats/'  had  ceased  to  '^  give  alarm  to 
the  iiiilitia,"^  ^me.  of  the  former  appear  among 
the  fierce  groupe  Qn  the  south-side  of  the  Sara* 
xiac*:    As  ^the  picture,  by  all  accounts,  gave,  at 
^^  525  ^nts§  .^ach/'    every  satisfi^tion  to  the 
tA%Uim»$  two  important  objei^t^  we^ie  attained: 
^ba  proprietor  QUed  his  pockets,  and  the  national 
*vaoity  b^pame  raised  to  the  highest  pitc^i. 
.la  all  cases  where  the  troops  of  the  United 

•  Sketchei  of  the  War,  p.  534.  +  Ibid,  p.  318. 

j:  App.  No.  44*  §.  About  Is.  l^d* 

VOL,  II.  « 
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States  have  traversett  the  Canadian  territory, 
their  progress  has,  to  borrow  an  American  phrase^ 
been  ^^  mitrked  with  the  alNdesolating  ruin  of 
the  locust."  Quite  opposite,  in  its  effects,  was  the 
retreat  of  the  British  along  the  shores  of  Cham- 
plain  ;  they  may  be  said  to  have  ^  shed  manna' 
as  they  went.  Not  an  inhabitant  of  the  pliacM 
but  was  fed  and  enriched  by  the  Plattsbnrg: 
expeditioA  ;  which  is  all  tbat.remaihs  to  console 
UH  for  its  unsuccessful  result.^  In  the  remarks 
whichit  has  been  our  duty  to  make,  in  Order 
to  illustrate  this  memorable  historical  weAt^ 
we  hope  the  reader  will  understand,  that  the 
two  services  were  as  willing  to  co-operate,-  as, 
for  the  glory  of  th^  country,  they  ought 
always  to  be.  That  the  fleet  did  all  that  coold 
rationally  be  expected  from  its  means,  our  natal 
volutne  will  shew. :  that  the  army,  had  it  beeri 
allowed  to  act,  would  have  done  the  same,  wit b 
less  trouble,  and  not  many  more  casualties,  than 
usually  attend '  one  of  its  field-days,  bas^  We 
trust,  already  appeared  in  these  paglfs.  TfeM 
individual)  who,  undoubtedly,  caused  all  this^ 
hiiil  iiinee  paid  the  debt  of  nature.*  -Wbile, 
agkinst  hiin  and  his  memory,  we  disclaim^all 
fecflings  of  a  personal  nature,  we  a$  ^tttAf 
deny,  that  the  principle — ^  De  mortuis  nil  niki 
bonnm^  can  be  exteikded  to  a  public  character. 
The    indiscreet    impatience  of  the    Quebec 

#  Jamss's.Nay.  Occur,  p.  425, 
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^^journalists  led  them  to  announce,  in  a  pompous 
and  boastful  tnanner^  every  moyement  of  the 
left  division,  after  its  departure  from  Odell-town* 
Unfortunately,  just  as  they  had  done  favoring 
the  publie  with  '^  the  highly  gratifying  intelli* 
gence,  that  our  brave  troops  entered  Plattsburg, 
irith   little  opposition^  ^^  the  mail    closed  for 
England.      So  that,  in  one  mottth  after  our 
discomfitare,  the  whole  United  Kitigdoin  rang 
wi^h  the  ^*  Invasion  of  New  YoiiK,  and  f  AKiNa 
OT  Plattsburo."     The  sam^  wind  that  con*- 
veyed  home^  so  quiokly,  this  cheering  pieM  of 
news,  brought  accounts,  also,  of  the  capture  of 
Penobscot.    The  editor  of  a  London  et^ning 
journal,  ofter  announcing,  iirst,  that  thl^  ^^  dis- 
trict of  Maine"  had  been  captured,  and  then, 
that  ^^  Plattsburg  had  been  victorioudy  entered 
by  our.troops,"  says: — ^^ By  a  gUnce  at   the 
Uiap,  it  will  be  seen  that,  by  this  invasion,  car 
army  had  already  advanced  in  ihe  interior  to 
«boat  50  miles  further  south  than  the  Penobscot, 
where  the  coast-operations  were  carrying  on; 
leavings  of  course,  the  wh(de  intermediate  coun- 
try between  Lake  Champlain  imd  the  sea,  as  it 
^irere- cut  off  from  the  United  States/^    Much 
^»f  the  ridicule  incurred  from  hundreds  of  para- 
^praphs  like  these,  would  have  been  saved,  had 
^fthe  troops  from  Europe  been  accompanied  by  a 
CHimdiander-in^hief,  competent  to  lead  them; 
and  he  directed  tagoverii  his  movements^  by 
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circumstances  as  they  might  exist  at  the  timeef 
his  arrival,  and  not  peremptorily  to  obey  orders* 
issued  at  4000  miles  distance;  orders,  which 
could  not  be  put  in  execution,  till  a  six  montji's 
fluctuation  of  events  had,  in  all  probabilityt 
destroyed  their  expediency* 

After  the; British  army,  on  its  return  frojm 
Plattsburg,  had  re-encamped  at  ChamplaiQ» 
the .  road  to  Sackett's  Harbor  lay  open  to  six 
George* ,  Instead  of  directing  his  .  viewsi  thM 
way^  he  loavched,  with  th^  urmy^^icrossthe  linefii 

to  Odeli-tQ!wn ;  and  then  get  off  for  Monti^. 

• 

After, his  jdepartu re,  the  principal  part  of  tl^ 
troops  were. distributed  between  Isle  nux.Noix, 
St.  John'iy,  Chambly,  and  i.a  Prarie  ;  wh^r^  we 
will  leave,  tbiem,  and  attend  tp  the  operations  iqf 
the  right  division. 

NojSooaerhadthe  British  retired  to  their,  en^ 
campment,. after  their  unsuccessful  assault  upon 
Fort-Erie,*'  than  the  Americans  set  about,  to 
repair  the  bastion  which  had .  been  injured  bf 
the  explosion ;  as  well  as  to  complete  the  new 
works  that  were  constructing,^  when  the  attack 
commenced,  lilnit  little  while,  the  defepees 
were  all  entire,  and  M  garnished  with  iieavj 
cannon ;''  numbering,  according  to  Mr*  Thom^^ 
son^s  plan  of  the  fort,  97  piecejsf..  . 

;  On  the  2d  of  September,  general  BroUfP> 
having  recovered  from  his  wounds,  resumei^  tbe 

.    :  -..4  f  Sec  p.  178.  . 
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^^KMnmand  of  the  garrison;  which  had,  in  the 

^anean  time,  be^n  reinforced  by  new  levies  of 

Tteiiitia.*    On  the  3d,  came  ab^ut  330  regulars, 

in  the  St.  Lawrence  brig^  from  Lake  Hiiron, 

and  a  company  of  riflem^n^  80  stroi^^  from 

Sandusky.      Small   detachments  of  .regulars, 

whose  numbers    cannot   be    ascertaitied,    also 

crossed' the  strait,  from  Batavia  and  Sackett^s 

Harborv<    Notwithstanding,  therefore,  the  loss 

sustained  oh  the  15th  of  August,  and  by  re-: 

peated  desertions  since,  the  American  army  still 

mustered  about  3400  men,  who,  instead  of  the 

two  captured  schooners  to  protect  their  flanks, 

ba^dnow,  the  St.  i  Lawrence,    Niagara,  >  Lady 

Pre^ost,  and  Caledonia  brigs,  and  Porcupine 

schooner;    mounting,  between  them,  58  guns. 

Well  might  Mr.  Ihomson  boast  that  FortrErid 

was  rendered  ^'  impregnable,  to  the  attaaks:  of 

any  other  than  a  vastly  superior  ibrce.^^f  i  .  / ' 

<    The: British  right  division,  although  it  had 

been  reinforced  by  the  6th  and  82d  regiments^ 

of,  united,  aboi^t  1040  rank'  and  file,  was,,  on 

^ocoupt  of  its  recent  loss,  and  the  departure  of 

mx  companies  of  the  41st  for  FortrGeorge,  and 

^f  the  small  remnant  of. the  103d  for  Burlington^ 

i[io  stronger  in  numbers  than  'previously  to  the 

9i8siault :  but,  in  eifective  strength,  it  was  much 

Speaker;    for  the    heavy  and    constant    rains^ 

operating  upon  the  swampy  nature  of  the  ground 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  m  33S. '       f  Ibid,  p.  325. 
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upon  which  the  troops  were  obliged  to  bQ  ^o^ 
damped,  and  the  severe  privation^^  for  want  qi 
provisions  and  other  necessaries,  under  ivhi^ 
they  laboured,  spread  sickness  among  them. .  A 
supply,  either  of  provisions  or  of  men,  could  not 
well  be  forwarded,  while  the  American  squadroa 
retained  the  command  of  the  lake. 

Several  immaterial  affairs  of  piq  uet&  ocounwd,* 
till  general  Brown,  enspirited  by  the  bumieM 
at  Plattsburg,  and  encouraged  by  informatidn 
of  general  Drnmmond*s  intention  to  retreat  to  4f 
healthier  position,  resolved,  by  a  sortie,  to  gflw 
the  credit  of  having  compelled  this  movement. 
To  render  the  enterprise  less  hazardous,  he 
invited  across  a  reinforcement  of  ^seven^day 
men,' or  men  hired  to  act  for  that  term- only .^ 
Oflhis  fact  there  is  no  doubt ;  but  we  are  willing 
to  ooyeede  every  advantage,  in  point  of  Bum^ 
bers,  th^t  was  derived  from  it,  and  to  estimate 
general  Brown's  force  at  no  more  than  8400 
mea^  of  whom  upwards  of  two-thirds  were  rego^ 
lars.  The  British  had  commenced  upon  a  aew 
battery,  intended  to  enfilade:  the  western  raai*. 
parts.of  the  American  works  ;  but,  being  on  tha 
eve  of  retreating,  and  having  as  yet  got  up  no- 
additional  guns,*  the  work  had  not  been  per^ 
severed  in.  Two  small  wooden  buildings,  de* 
nominated,  though  not  worthy  the  name  of, 
block*bouses,    one  upon   the   right  flank,  ti^ea 

*  hfee  p.  las. 
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otbeii  near  the  centre,  of  the  British  lines,  had 
receoi^  been  constructed*  The  British  eo^ 
camp'itient  was  distant  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
the  works,  which  were  situate  in  the  jnidst  «f 
a  thick  wood, 

Uittilit  is  admitted  that  the  mere  throwitig 
of  a.  red  coat  upon  a  man's  back  can  endow  him 
wi^  all  the  well-known  qualities  of  the  Britisli 
soldier,  no  one  can  be  surprised  that  genefttl 
Brown  should  haTe  deferred  his  sortie  till  he 
liad    j&^scertainedy    that   De    Watterille's    regl- 
ameiit,    (which,   without   disparagemelit  to  the 
brave  officers  in  it,  was  composed  of  fpreignerts 
of  all  nations  and  principles,)  joined  bj  the  f*w 
numbers  of  the  8th,  was  doing  duty  at  the  bat- 
4erit**:    It  was  at  about;  two  o'clock  on    the 
afternoon  of  the  17th  of  September,  when  i  the 
taiti  was  pouring  in  torrents,  th^it  the  Americans 
iialUqd  from  the  fort.     ^^  Lieatenants  Riddle  and 
Prater,  of  the  15th  infantry/^  says  Mr.  Thom- 
son,   ^^  had  already  opened  a  road  frott^tbe 
sQufhiftrn -angle  of  the  garrison,  to  a  point  within 
piM:ol-shot  of  the  enemy^s  right  wing,  and  with 
su4b  SMrecy,  that  it  was' not  discovered  tilt  the 
actMil  assault  commenced.'^  *     We   here  ginn 
a  piece  of  important  information;  and,  it  is 
our  duty  to  add,*  that  part  of  De  Wattevilkf*s 
Yegiment  composed  that  '*  right  wing/'      The 
Americans,  at  about  three  o'clock  in  the  afteN 

^  *  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  325. 
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tiooo^  advanced,  in  two  columns,  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  their  batteries;  one  column  passing 
through  the  woods,  so  as  to  flank  the  outer  British 
battery,  or  No.  3;  the  piquets  belonging  to 
which  were  completely  surprised.  The  other, 
emerging  from  a  deep  ravine,  in  which.it  had 
been  concealed,  penetrated  the  British  lines^  in 
front,  a  little  to  the  right  of  No.  2,  or  the  centre 
battery;  then^  turning  short  to  the  left,  sur« 
rounded  the  British  right,  and  got  almost  imme-. 
diate  possession  of  No.  3  battery,  its  magazine, 
-and,  but  not  without,  a  struggle,  the  block- 
houjse  upon  its  right,  garrisoned  by  a  few  meli 
of  the  Sth  regiment.  . 

While  a  party  was  securing  the  prisoners,  de« 
stroying  the  three  24-pounders;  at  No.  3  battery, 
and  blowing  up  the  magazine,  a  strong  column 
turned  to  the  right  ^.ands  after  meeting;  with  a 
gallant  resistance  from  the  piquets,  composed 
of  a. part  of  the  Sth,  and  De  Watteville's  regi*^ 
Jdents,  succeeded  in  gaining  possession  of .  the 
remaining  block-house  and  of  No.  2  battery. 
/General  Miller,  at  the  he^  of  the  9th,  11th,  and 
10th  infantry  regiments,  joined  by  the  fUst 
regiment,  forming  the  reserve  under  general 
;Ripley.,  inclined  towards  the  river,  in  order  to 
:  assail  the  British  battery,  ^o.  ].  By  this  time, 
fthe  remnants  of  the  first  battalion  of  the-royal 
Scots,  of  the  second  battalion  of  the  89th,  and 
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Zhe  Glengarry  •  li^ht  infantry;  also  three  com* 
I^anies'of  the  6th,  and  seven  compaYiies  of  the  83A 
iregiment,  had  arrived  from  the  British  camp.  Tbd 
royal  Scots,  and  89th,  under  lieutenant-colonel 
Oordon,  of  the  former  regiment,  advanced  by  tlt« 
K'oad  leading  to  the  block-house,  upon  the  right ; 
and  isoon  drove  general  Porter  and  his  volon-^ 
teers,  in  number  1000,*  along  with  the  regb-^ 
lars    supporting   them,  from  the  block-house^ 
Bad  the  battery,  No.  3.    The  recovery  of  No.  3f 
and  the  defence  of  No.  1  batteries,  were  entrusted, 
to  the  three  companies  of  the  6th,  under  major 
Taylor,  and  the  seven  companies  of  the  82d,  undaf 
major  Proctor ;  amounting,  together,  to  aboat 
S60  rank  and  file.     These  detachments,  after  a 
free  use  of  the  *bayohet,  drove  the  9th,  llth^ 
2Ist,  and  part  of  the  19th,  United  States^  regi<^ 
menits,  numbering,  at  the  very  lowest  estimate^ 
1000   rank  and   file,   from  the  battery  No.  t,* 
b^re  they  had  effected  its  entire  destructiov; 
or  that  of  the  two  guns  in  it,  and  then  across 
the. British  entrenchments,  nearly  to  the  glacis 
of  Fort*>£rie ;  ftiaking  several  prisoners  in  the 
pursuit.     In   the   mean  while,  the  Glengarry 
light  infantry,  under  the  immediate  command: 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Battersby,  and  accompanied 
by   lieutenant-colonel   Pearson,    had  recovered 
the    possession  of   the  new  intrenchment,  or 

»  Hist,  of  the  War,  p.  263.     ♦   ^ 
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^-'  Unfinished  loBSLttery  No,  4/^**  By  five  o^clock 
tiie  works  were  all  re-occupiedy  and  the  line  o£ 
piquets  re-^Qstablished.t 

The  British  loss  was  very  severe.  It  amounted 
to  l\&  killed,  178  wounded,  and  316  missing; 
tot^^  609 :  X  A  ^^^7  large  proportion,  when  we 
reflect,  that  the  reserve,  composed  of  msger 
Lisle'is  troop  of  the  19th  light  dragooBS,  the 
seven  remaining  companies  of  the  6th,  and  th^ 
two  flank  companies  of  the  41st  regiments^  ^\omg 
with  a  small  body  of  incorporated  militia,  waa 
not  at  all  in  the  action.  What  a  eontfaat»j  in 
reference  to  the  numbers  of  the  respeetivii 
armies,  between  the  returns  of  casualties  at  the 
foot  of  m^jor-general  DeWattevi lie's,  and  %U 
George  Prevost's,  official  letter^ !  §  The  Am»4 
rjcans  acknowledge  a  loss  of  10  officers  and.TQ 
men,  killed ;  24  officers  and  100  men,  wbunded^; 
and  lOofficers  and  206  men,  missing ;  total,  SMK^f 
nor  does  this  return  appear  to  include  the  miKtia 
or  volunteers.  .!;  « o 

^  We  are  only  favored  with  thesightofvaahoit 
extract  from  general  Brown's  official  repent.  1  It 
is,  hfiwever,  quite  enough  to  satisfy  u&H>fth^ 
spirit  of  the  whole.  ''  Within  30  minutea  allfii 
tbe.firft  gun  was  fired,'' says  the  general,  ^^  bat^ 
teriesy  Nos.  3  and  2,  the  enemy's  line  of  entrendM 

♦  SkiBtches  of  the  War,  p.  32G,  +  A  pp.  No.  4&J' '' 

t>Af9.  No.  47.  ^  Ibid;  No.  43. 
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ttieqts^  and  Ins  two  block^houses,  w^re  in  odt 
posaonsioii/  Sooiraftcir,  batter j  No.  I,  was  abdm 
Honed  hy  ihe  RtitUh.  .The  gutis  in  each  went 
sJyikSetd  4iy  ^  us^  or  otherwise  destroyed/^  ^  Witb 
this  ialfieihood  aet  abroad,  one  cannot  be  swr^ 
fhat  general  Brown's  sortie  should  hati| 
proclaiaied  througbont  the  republio'  H 
tqdandid  adneremeat/'  as  he  himself,  in-.^a 
private  letter  to  general  Gainei^  has*  the  modesQr 
t^  call  itimonr  ^t  all  the  bombast  to  be  foand  itt 
t;be  ^iflbreht '  American  histories.  The  readet 
has  had  etiough  of  ^his  already ;  we  will,  tbere^ 
ibrfe,'^dtev^)^  to  be  brief.  General  Brown  wa 
disnnfti^^'With-a  very  shcnrt  extract  from  a  letter 
written  by  the  American  ^^  general  Vanium,^^  and 
dated  *^  BttiBfkloe,  September  18.*'  '^  Our  gal- 
liifn^  nttlie  atmy,^^  says  this  general  '^  has  again 
sf^si)fzed  itself,  by  gaining  a  splendid  victory 
ovfelr  a  piairt  of  the  enemy's  forces,  near  Fort-Erie. 
Two  of'the  enemy's  batteries  were  carried,  tli* 
gans  spiked,  trunnions  broken  off,  and  their 
ma^zines  blown  up."  Mr.  Thomson,  after  he 
has  ddne  stating,  that  the  Americans  had  cap- 
tured the  fwo  British  block-houses,  and  all  foTttr 
of  the  batteries,  and  had  succeeded  in  ispikiii^ 
the  guns,  (represented,  upon  his  diagram  as  IS 
in  nnmber,)  and  demolishing  tlie  capturM 
works,  very  natutally  tdls  us,  that  **  the  operd* 
tions  ceased,  virith  the  accomplishment  of  all 

♦  History  of  the  War,  p,  26^.         - 
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the  objects  of  the  sortie/^*  There  is  one  part 
of  Mr.  Thomson's  account,  however,  that  we  do 
not  rightly  understand •«  He  declares  that  the 
impediments, — describing  them  fully,— -which 
the  American  regulars,  under  general  Miller,  ex^ 
perienced  in  their  approaches  to  No*  1  battery^ 
^f  produced  some  confusion  in  the  column,  and 
made  constant  nppeals  to  the  bayonet  neces-^ 
sary/'t  An  enemy's  "  bayonet/'  in  such  a 
case,  would,  one  might  suppose,  produce  still 
greater  ^'  confusion  in  the  column/'  To  what 
else,  then,  can  Mr.  Thomson  allude,  as  so  ^^ne- 
cessary," but  the  V^  constant  appeals  to  the 
bayonet/'  made  by  one  of  general  WilkinsonVt 
•'  tried  Serjeants,"  J 

^^  J4]st  in  th«  place  where  honor's  lodg*d"  i  ^ 

And,  no  sooner  had  the  troops,  thus  doubly 
beset,  faced  about,  than  a  still  more  forcible 
^^  appeal"  au  derrUre,  acting  by  sympathy  upon 
their  heels,  continued  its  potent  stimulus,  tiU 
the  Americans  reached  the  very  walls  of  their 
**  impregnable"  fortress. 

The  still  unfavorable  state  of  the  weather, 
the  increasing  sickness  of  the  troops,  the  loss 
of  three  out  of  six  of  the  battering  cannon^ 
and  the  now  very  much  reduced  numbecs 
of  general  Drummond's  army,  caused  him,  if% 
eight   o'clock    on    the  evening   of  the  21st,  tot 

»  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  327.  +  Ibid.  326. 

X  See  p.  a2. 
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Remove  his  remaining  guns  and  stores;  and  retiite 

tro   the  neigbbonrhood  of  Black  creek^  aboot  . 

u.  mile  and  a  half  distant.     Here  the  men  .bin 

Youacked  for  the  night,  under  torrents  of  xmm^ 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d,  the  American^  ^kh 

eoyered  ibis  movement,  but  offered  no  molest** 

tion ;  although  general  Drummond  waited  tUI 

two  o^cloek  on    that    day,   ere   he  proceedi^ 

further  downwards.   On  the  24th,  after  destroy*. 

ing  the  bridge  across  Frenchman's  creek,  a|i4 

placing  there  a  ^mall  cavalry  piquet,  the  rigbt 

division  arrived,  and  encamped,  in   coilipainN 

ti vely  comfortable  quarters^  at  Chippeway ^      ,  [  t 

As  the  naval  ascendancy  of  the  Americans  upoji 

Lake  Ontario  dismissed  any  present  fears  of  ;an 

attack  upon  Sackett's  Harbor,  general  Izard's 

arihy  would,  it  was  considered,  be  more  profit?^ 

ably  employed  in  strengthening  the  left  division^ 

at  the  head  of  the  lake.     Instead,  however,  of 

being  carried  to  the  British  Twelve*mtle  creek, 

where  a  landing  would  have  effectually  cut  off 

genei^-^Drummond's  much  inferior  force,  olr  to 

the  neighbourhood  of  Fort-Niagara,  so  as  t0 

have  assaulted  and  tried  to  recover  that  fortresil^ 

general  Izard  suffer^  himself  and  his  anhy  to 

be  disembarked  6n  the  south  side  of  tlie  lake; 

and  then  stole,  by  a  back  rout^,  toLewistovmt 

i^ltere  he:  arrived  about  the  8th  6f  October/ wil)hl 

according  to  American  accounts,  24.00  infaatrjr^ 

artillei^,  and  dragoons,  of  the  regular  dmi;f* 
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Wfaj  did  be  not)  then,  cross  instantly  to  Queens*^ 
town,  and  place  general  Drummond  between 
two  fires  ? — No ; — be  preferred  keeping  on  the 
safe  side  of  the  river  till^  arriving  at  Black  Rock^ 
on*  the  10th,  he  crossed  over  to  Fort-Erie,  and 
superseded  general  Brown;  who,  on  the  6t|i^ 
iNid  received  a  reinforcement  of  700  regulars 
from  Detroit  and  Erie.  As  a  proof  that  we  have 
such  authority  as  an  American  cannot  dispute, 
46t  stating  the  American  force  upon  this  frontiet 
at  a  much  higher  amount  than  we  have  hitherto 
fixed  it,  we  here  subjoin  an  article  taken  from 
the  ^^  Ontario  Repository,  of  October  ll,"  an 
American  newspaper  published  on  the  gpot.-^ 
^^  From  Bufiaioe,  October  11th,  we  learn,  that 
general  Izard's  army  crossed  at  Black  Rock  only 
on  that  moming,  and  was  to  move  down  the  C»^ 
nada  shore  on  the  following  dzj,  with  8000 
regular  troops.^'  May  we,  then,  be  allowed  to 
say,  that  general  Izard^s  army  at  Fort-Erie  c6tt<» 
fisted  of  6000  regular  troops  ? 

Against  snob  a  force  the  British  right  divisioi^ 
reduced  as  it  now  was  in  numbers,  had  lio  chaiiDt 
of  success.  Oeneral  Drummond,  therefore,  btoki 
up  his  cantomnents  at  Chippeway^  and  retired 
lipon  Forti^George  and  Burlington.  On  tSmi 
morning  of  the  19th,  a  skirmish  took  place  near 
Gobk's  mills,  at  Lyon's  creek,  between  a  brigade 
of  American  regulars,  under  general  Bisnll  and 
detachments  from  the  82dj^  lOOth,  and  Glem 
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Spsirr  J  regiments,  amoanting  to  about  650  rank 

and  file,  under  colimel  Murray.    The  thicknast 

o£  the  woodd  gave  great  advantage  to  the  Ameri* 

4^ati  rifleiiieii ;  and,  although,  with  the  addition 

of  the  reserve,  vre  find^  the  5th,  14th,  15th,  and 

1.6th   regifnents  nained,  besides  a  cottipany  of 

Y^fletnen,  under  captain  Irvine,  making  a  total 

iorce  of  at  least  1500'rank  and  file,  the  Amerieah 

^^ieerp$  dUllte^^^  as  Mr.  Thomson  boastfully  calls 

itv  would  not  risk  an  encounter,  with  evidently 

inferior  numbers,  upon  the  open  ground.    Afteir 

^vltat  may  be  tertned,  a  drawn  battle,  each  party 

retired;  the  British,  with  thd  loss  of  19 4ilf^ 

and    wounded:   the   Americans,   accordfitig   td 

Mr«  Thomson,    of  67    killed,   wounded,    an^ 

missii%.*    This  editor  has  magnified  out-  forci 

to  1200  men  ;  and  made  the  "^^  marquis  of  Twee^ 

dale/^  in  spite  of  the  severe  wound  he  was  still 

labouring  under  at  Kingston,  the  commander  df 
the  British  party.'    3  r 

;  The  British  ship  i  St.  Lawrence  having  beoA 
lautloAied  on  .tbe:(2d  of  October,  commod^l^ 
Gbviincey,  on.  the  llth^  when  he  bad  ascertained 
tlialiMr  James  would  be  on  the  hike  in  a  fe# 
days^  TCtived  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  tod  begali 
steering  bis  ships  head  and  stern^  fto^  {irepare  ibr 
ah^afttac^*  Sir  James  sailed^oti  the  17th,  aiii}^ 
QUthe  19th^  landed  at  the  bead  of  the  lake,  five 
companies  of  the  90th  regitlient^  and  a  quHn tity 

*  Sketdm  of  tte  War,  p;  32(^. 
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of  provisions ;  of  which  the  right  division  was 
in  great  need.  The  fleet  retamed  to  Kingston 
on  the  23d;  and,  on  the  1st  of  November,  sailed 
again  to  the  head  of  the  lake,  with  the  37th^  and 
recruits  for  the  (Sth,  and  82d  regiments,  and  a 
brigade  of  ardllerj ;  all  of  which,  on  the  even«> 
ing  of  the  2d,  disembarked  near  Fort-George. 
The  arrival  of  the  first  reinforcement,  trifling  as 
it  was,  and  although  it  would  not  have  aug^ 
mented  general  Drummond's  force  much  beyond 
half  the  amount  of  general  Izard's,  was  made  an 
excuse  for  the  retreat  of  the  latter  to  Fort-Erie^ 
On  tbe22d  of  October  the  American  volunteers 
crossed  the  strait,  to  be  discharged ;  and  general 
Brown,  with  2000  regulars,  pushed  forward  to 
th^  relief  of  Sackett's  Harbor.  The  arrivid  of 
the  second  Brititb  reinforcement  produced  a 
correspondent  effect  upon  the  remnant  of  tha 
American  force.  Having,  bj  the  *aid  of  their 
fleet,  removed  the  guns,  and  completely  defe 
trojed  the  fortifications,  the  invaders,  on  the 
5th  of  November,  crossed  from  Fort>*Erie  to  their 
pwa  shore ;  '*  after,^^  says  Mr.  Thorosoii|r-^ 
forgeftting  in:  whose  possession  Fort»Nia|;att 
was,-^''  a  vigorous  and  brilliant  campaign. V 9 
The  greater  part  of  the  American  troops  were 
distributed  into  quarters  at  Black  Rock,  Bnffiik 
loe  and  Batavia ;  the  remslinder,  marched  to 
Sackett's  Harbor,  to  assist  in  repelling  ail  attack— 

*  Sketcl^es  pf  t)ie  War,  p.  3$).  • 
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no  one  could  doubt  *w0uld  be .  made. 
?Xlie  fighting  being  over  upon  the  Niagara,  lieu- 
4fceiiiant^eneral  Drummond  and  suite,  ialong  with 
-^he  4l8ti  regiment,  and  a  number  of  conraleft- 
-^ents,  departed  from  the  head  b£; the  lake,  on 
rlioard'tfae  St.  Lawrence,. aiid  arrived  at  Kingston 
<on-tbelOtfa  of  {November  ;v  having  left  the  right 
iiiTMon^  distributed  along  the  Niagam-f ran  tier, 
4n>  eonifef  table  winter  quartiers. 

The  still  defenceless  state' of  the  Western  dish 
-^et  of  Upper  Canada^  had  exposed  the  inbabi"- 
'1:d^ta  to  all  the  horrors,  of  a  second  American 
.Tisitation*  -  On  the  2Qth  of  September  a.  band 
4Eif^ 'depredators  issued  from  thjegarrison  of  Dd- 
-ttoitV  and^  crossing  the  stream^  spread  fire  and 
-pilUige  through  a  whole  settlemdnt ;   thereby 
*9Miaeing  to  misery  no  feWer  than'  HI  Canadian 
Amtliea,.   The  pi  under  obtained,  in  thisexcof- 
^tioii^iAttd  the  impunity  with  which' the  actors  in 
it  had;  got  {back  to  their,  bomes^  stimulated  a 
.  more  ttumerous,  and  better  organised  body  of 
AmeHcfinSv.having,  :as  their  chief,  '^  brigadier- 
general  M*Arthur,  of  the  United  Stfeites'  army/' 
Theipiioceedings  of  this  military  officer  and  his 
detachment  having  been  thought  worthy  of  a 
plade  in  one  of  the  American  histories,  we  cannot 
do  better  than  transcribe  the  account.     ^^  On 
•the  22d  of   the   following   month,  (October^^ 
ibrigsdier-general  M^Arthur,.  having  collected 

.   .         •Seep.  7S. 
JOL.  II.  R 
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7te  effeetkve  regulars  and  militia,  proceedled  mi 
a  secret  expedition^  along  tbe  western  diore  of 
iLake  St.  Clair,,  and  passed  into  the  Canadiaa 
territory^  at  tbe  mouth  of  that  waten  He  peni^ 
trated  ^00  smiles  in  the  enemy *s  country  ;  deep* 
troyed  more  than  that  number  of  mudietsi; 
attacked  a  l^rge  body  of  militia  and  Indiana^ 
4incamped  on  farorable  ground ;  made  aboilt 
150  prisoners ;  and  dispersed  all  tbe  detacbmenfp 
to  be  found  at  the  Thames,  Oxford,  or  Grand 
River.  Ihiring  the  march,  he  principally  auh^ 
sisted  on  the  enemy,  and  fired  sereral  of  .the 
mills,  from  which  the  British  troops  in  Upper 
Canada  were  supplied  with  food  •  Havi  ng  grniied 
intelligence  of  the  evacuation  of  Fort-^Eiit,  }ke 
abandoned  his  intention  of  proceeding  fai  Bku^ 
lington  Heights,  and  returned  to  Detroit  ontbe 
17th  of  November.  By  this  rapid  expeditioa« 
:  'the  enemy ^s  hostile  intentions  were  diveitedfrooi 
another  quarter,  and  his  means  of  attacftiag 
•Detroit  entirely  crippled ;  the  destruction  o£)pi 
supplies  rendering  such  an  attempt  altegetii^ 
idjpracticable.''* 

Mr.  Thomson  has  here,  by  the  usual  ^rta  ^f 
his  trade^  attempted  to  convert  into  a>mil»- 
"tary  exploit,  -  what  much  more  resembied '  llif» 
inroad  of  banditti.      That  general    M^Ai^lUnr 
got  possession  of  9ome  muskets^  is  very  probablb^ 
because,  as  the  reader   recollects,  a  few 

♦  Sketcliesof  the  War,  p.  331. 
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l>een    left  in  the  hands  of  some  of  the  inha* 

bitants^    by    the   commanding   officer   of  the 

iciistrict.*      No    militia    were,    at    this    time, 

embodied;   therefore,    none   could   have  been 

**  encamped/'    The  "  150  prisoners''  consisted 

of  peaceable  inhabitants,  both  old  and  young, 

wukd.  drunken  Indians  and  their  squaws.     Had 

then^  been  any  '^  detachments''  within  even  a 

day's  march  of  the  scene  of  general  M^^rthur*s 

^iSKploits,  he  would  not  have  been  so  bold.    The 

iniftftimt  it  was  ascertained  that  a  detachment  q{ 

the  103d  regiment,  numbering  lesls  than  half 

*-^.7W  elective  regulars  and  militia,"  had  moved 

HOia, Burlington  Heights,  the  general  and  his 

gang.  ^^  iJispersed ;"  and  so  ^^  rapid'^  was  their 

fligftti.tfaat  the  Briltish  regulars    did  not  get 

ivill>ip  eight  miles  of  them.    If  Mr.  Thomson 

<VWt  m)£liO)Vledge,    that,  the  American  troops 

*K  ftubsMit^d  von  the  enemy,  and  fired  several  ^f 

tbf^  BpUs/^x^we  may  well  conceive,  wfakt  Inilst 

linye  been  the  devastation  and  ruin  that  marked 

t^  trackof  funeral  M'Arthur  and  his  mounted 

Keatucjkians.  ^ 

*  Seep. 5> 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 


Capii^re  ^  Moose  Island^  in  Fatsamaquoddy  Bojf 
fr^E^iipedttifni  Q,gainst  Penobscot  and  Ca^n^-*^ 
Its  succes^^Destruction  of  the  United  States^  tkijpt 
Adams --^  Capture  and  Destmciion  of  seveni 
other  vessels  J  also  of  a  great  quantity. of  ordnance 
)  ^r^American  militia — Chesapeake  Bay^'-X^omr 
modore  JSameysftotilla — Its  progress  agaimU  # 
'.  part  offhe  British  force  ^  commanded  by  captain^. 
■\  ,Barrie^lof  the  Dragoon — Landing  of  the-  Bri^ 
,r  tish  at  Benedicts  on  the  Patuxenif^Loss  ^jfSift 
;;StraggUng    marinas  from    the    St.  Lawrenoi* 
-schooner'-^  American  account  of  the'  b^koMimt' 
^  and  death    of  the  serjeant^  commanding  tkk^ 
par(y — Bfarbarous   circumstances  tinder  iribM* 
i  hM  Mfif  ^^  taken — Landing  of  the  BriiiA.  ^IP 
Lower  Marlborough — Intention  ofthMAJntrieMJ 
government    to    destroy    commodore    Barmey*s 
flotilla^  in  St.  Leonard's  Creek-^Its  preverUiem 
by  a  military  enter prise-^ Repulse  of  the  forco 
blockading  the  Jtotilla-'^Lette^rs  of  commod^iror 
Barney  and  one  of  his  officers-— Arrival  in  ih^ 
Potomac  of  rear-admiral  Cockbum — His  ope^^ 
rations  upon  the  shores  of  that^  and  other  rivers 
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^     in   the   Chesapeake-^  Reception  on   board  tfie 

--    British  ships  of  American  refugeC'-sldves^Amim 

-    rican  misrepresentation  on  the  subJect-^Bount^ 

to  British  deserters.  ^ 

r'  :  :  '  •  ■       ■        ■ 

X  HE  first  military  event  we  have  to  nottice^, 
Rfter quitting*  the  Canadas,  is  the  bccupatibnvon 
the  11th  of  July^  1814,  by  lieutenant-colonel 
Pilkington  and  captain  sir  Thomas  Hardy^  tvit^ 
a^  detachinent  of  troops  from  Nova  Scotia,  of 
Moom  island,  near  the  mouth  of  Kobbeskooft 
liver,  opposite  to  the  province  of  New  Briins^ 
wick^  and  on  the  western  sidle  of  Passamaquoddy 
tbay;  The  whole  of  this  bay,  as  Well  as  t^ 
islaiid  of  Grand  Manan  in  the  bay  of  FundyJ 
wim^edjudged  to  be  withiniihe  boiind^ry  of  thd 
British  North-American  provinces.'  The  cerel 
nioliy  of  taking  possession  of  the  town  of  EsUt^ 
port,  and  of  Fort^ullivan,  on  Moose  istend? 
mnA  i^ery,  other  particular  connected  with  tM 
mi|)^iti<m,  wilt  be  found  amply  detailed- in 
tb#  British  official  accounts.^  The  Ami&rkail 
ae<H)Ofits  'bffer  nothing  worthy  notice;  except 
thiU;  they  tnfekethie  British  force  2000,  instduft 
^aibMrtJ^eOO  troops/.         *         '  ^  \ 

.  As  boftnected^wiih  the  capture  of' Passamsi- 
quoddy,  we  pass,  at  once,  to  an  exp^dil^on  fitted 
Oat  at  Halifax^  Nova  ^Scotia,  against  that  par^ 
of  the  district  of  Maine,  in  the  United  States, 

»  App;  No6«  4iB.  40.  50.  6U  and  d«.        ^  ^ 
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Ijdng  to  the  eastward  of  the  Penobucot  river ; 
aad  which  contains  about  40  villages,  and  op* 
wards  of  30000  inhabitants.    As  to  the  probable 
object   of  taking  possession  of   this    tract  of 
country,  we  cannot  better  instruct  the  reader, 
tiian  by  referring  him  to  a  work  pubii&hed  by 
Mr*  Nathaniel  Atcheson,  in  1808,  entitled: — 
**  American  Encroachments  on  British  Rights.'^ 
Oor  business  is  merely  with  the  conduct  of  the 
expedition  ;  which,  consisting  of  a  74,  liearing 
the  flag  of  rear-admiral  Griffith,  two  frigates,  a 
sloop  of  war,  and  10  transports,  having-on  board 
a  company  of  royal  artillery,  two  rifle*compa* 
mesof  the  60th  ^  and  the  29th,  62d,  and  98th 
regiments,  in  all,  about  1750  rank  and  file,  under 
the  command  of   lieutenant*general  sir  John 
Coape  Sherbrooke,   governor  of  Nova  Scotia, 
sailed  from  Halifax  on  the  26th  of  August.  The 
arrival  of  the  expedition  off  the  point  of  des* 
tiaation,  its  junction  with  other  ships  of  war^ 
arid  ite  further  proceedings,,  riesulting  in  the 
capture  of  Castine,  Belfast,  aiid  Machias^  the 
cajiture  or  destruction  of  22  shipg^  brigs,  and 
schooners,  including  the  United  States'  fn^te 
Adams;  also  of  (including  those  at  JMachJri^ 
32  pieces  of  ordnance,  will  be  found  most  f!|i|Iy 
detailed* in  the  several  official  document!^  ae^t 
home  upon  the  occasion.* 
The  Adams  had  been  a  32-gun  frigate,  but 

«  App.  Nos.  53.  54.  55.  66.  67.  58.  59.  SO.  and  6U 
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oftevwatds  lengthened,  so  tA  tb  rate  a  9&) 

mnA  tbeiif  on  account  of  some  defect  in  her  comi 

»tiruetion,  cut  down  to  a  corvette:  in  whiolt 

latter  ttate  she  measured  725  tons  ^merican^  09. 

783  English.     She  sailed  up6n  her  last  cruiai^ 

^itii  kn  armammt  .of  four  long  IS^pounderSf 

SO  C^btmhittdy  or  short  long*gons,  *  of  the  saMV 

caliber^  and  two  long  12-pounders;  totpd  90 

l^m;  f^id^with  a  complement^  according  to  a 

ptisotfer irho  was  sotne  weeks  on  board  of  her^ 

of 'MS  picked  seamen ;  chiefly  masters  atid  matilt 

4if  merchantmen.    The  Adams  was^  therefofOj; 

one  mi  the  most  formidable  corvettes  that  cruizad 

on  the  ocean.    While  in  the  Irbh  channel^  to-' 

wards  the  end  of  Jnly^  she  was  chased  hy  the 

Tt|^s,  of  43  gunsy   detain  Henderson;  and 

wp^M  probably  have  been  oaoght^  had  acH 

captain  M<mris  thrown  overboard  his  V'  quartern 

gatts.*^    As  the  Adams  was  not  tb  fight  a  frigate^ 

and  was  an  a? er*iiiatch  for  the  heariest  sloop  of 

war  in  the  Britadi  nary,  we  cannot  conceive  wHal 

^^  gioiy^  the  American  ^Vernmen  t  e:ipected  to 

dnrirev  from  sending  such  a  ship .  tb  sea  ?    Al^ 

though' the  eedtire  destruction  of  this  fine  fhijfl 

aoMl  the  ciqpture  of  23  of  her  guns«  were  efiec!^ 

by  the  combined  forces  detached  up  the  rivef 

fyr  that  purpose^  yet  Mr.  Thomson  coadnde^ 

las  aocoilnt  of  our  *^  btowing  her  up/^  with 

atating,  that  the  British  were  ^'  disappointed  in 

*  Jsmei't  Navt  Occiir.  p.  6. 
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tke  objeet  of <  their  esqpedition/^  *  He  does,  not/ 
luDwerer,  attempt  to  oonceal  the  behaviMnfof 
the  American  militia;  who,  he  says, .notivitfa- 
itanditi^  captain  ^  Morris's  •  jndicious  arrange^ 
eients;  could  Dot  be  brought  to  oppose  an^^  in- 
lerkMr^  number  of  British  regulars,^^  and  fled 
pMcipitat^.*  Captain  Barriers  lelceount  of  the 
Mrjr  people  who  had  stood  lip^  though  for  B&m 
spnutes  only, .  as  militia^  at  Hanildeny  appearing 
(with,  it  may  be  supposed;  scarcely  bteatb  to 
q^tek,  .after .their  rwelU run  race)>'  as  magistrates^ 
^^ct  men,  &c/'t  at  Bangor^  afibrds  a  tolerable 
Ipeeimen  of  the  real  character  of  Mr.  Munro's 
^Unarmed  inhabitants.'^:|:  .  r  • 

'J  KThe  operations  in  the  Chesapeake,  during  the 
summer  of  1814,  now  claim  our  attention.  Thi, 
Aasericitn  editors  have,  as  usual  ^  by  their  hippy 
talent  for  amplification,  given  importance'  to 
Qianyeirentsii  that  occurred. in  the  riveiii^aod 
eeeqks  of  that  capaciouSB  bay,  which  we  ^abciitld 
MUerwise  . ha vre: adeemed  too  . ia»giifitsa«tTi.:te 
notice.  iiThe^ief  of  these  consist  o£Sth'6^at:yig 
ek^Ioits:  andrlKjtir-^breadth  escapes  ofioommoduas 
fiflMley^  (atf 'Irish mani)y  audi 4iisiflotiUat  of!,goar 
ik^ts.  Tike'  coiMDodbiiB*  hinioelf,'  we  jmnsti.do 
him  %hejusti<E^e  to«ay,  is  a  truly  lua^e  aHmu^^and'^ 
iio^oobt;  feels  highly  indignant  at  tbetniitner* 
oas  ridiculous'  tales  thdt  have  been  told  of  hi] 

"■  ■        *  Skotehcs  of  tie'^ar,  p.  4^5.   '     ' '  ''      - 
t  App.^o.  59.      ■  •    {  App.  Nef.  69. 
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1»jr  even  the  most  moderate  of  the  AineHcan 

«NrHtors;    Previous  to  our  entering  upon  any  of 

^he  operations  of  the  flotilla,  it  becomes  us  to 

apprize  the  reader  of  "what  its  force  consisted*    \ 

The  first  accouiit  we  have  of  the  flotilla'  is^ 

'^hat  '*  a  number  of  boats,  carrying  heavy  mietaU 

^9^ere  constructed  in  March,  I8I49  on  tbe  eastern 

shore  of  Maryland,  for  the  protection  of  the  bay ; 

mnd  the  command  of  them  was  given  to  tbat 

intr^id  officeri  commodore  Barney/'^    Doctoi; 

Smith  tells  us  tl^at  ^^  a  flotilla  of  small  schoojp 

Iters  and  barges,  was  fitted  out  at  Baltimore,  ti) 

^courlhe  bay,  and  protect  its  shores,  numerous 

creeks  and  inlets,   from   the  enemy."  f      Mr( 

Thooptson  says :: — >'  At  that  period,^'  (end  of  May, 

1814,)    ^^  a  flotilla,  consisting  of  a  cutter,  two 

gon^pboats,  a  galley,  and  nine  large  barges,  sailed 

from  £laltiniore.'^4^     Another  American  accouiit 

miners  the  charges,  when  subsequently  blown 

lip,  at  13;  and. a  Button!  newspaper  augments 

(c^oRtnipdQre  Baroeyfs  ^flotilla,  lofhen  it  left  Balti^i 

more^  to  ^'>36'gun-«boats,  and  IQ  or;  16  barges/f 

7b«  commodore's  cutter  or  sloop -wa^  Ihe  Seor* 

pioii,rn(Mixiti9g  ei^  carronadcisir'  ^mI  a  heavy 
leng«^gun  upon  a trav^ersing carriage;;  and twoof 
the  gun-Ji)oat8,  we  find,  were  Npis.  137  and  138.* 

,>Vbether  wmmodore  Barney's  flotilla  con«> 

■_    ,  •  •  ■*  •       • 

*^  Hist  of  ihe  War,  p.  M4.  ''   '-''•' 

+  Hist  of  the  United  SUtes,  Vol.  IIL  p.  S86. 
X  Sketchet  of  the  War,  p..332<   . 
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Mtod  of  gun-boats,  galHes,  '*  small  scboonen,**  or 
^^ 'large  barges/'  it  indisputably  carried  *<he«rj 
metal  ;"*  as,  indeed,  it  well  might,  considering 
tbat  it  was  expressly  fitted  out  <^  to  scour  the  bay 
and'  protect  its  shores  from  the  enemy."  Rear- 
admiral  Cockbum  says,  each  vessel  bad  a  long- 
gam  in  the  bow,  and  a  cannonade  in  the  stern  ; 
the  calibers  of  the  guns,  and  the  number  of  the 
eraw,  in  each,  varying,  in  proportion  to  the  sue 
of  the  boat,  from  32-ponnders  and  00  men,  to 
18-ponnders  and  40  men.*  It  appears,  also,  from 
tile  American  accounts,  that  most,  if  not  all,  of 
the  vessels  had  on  board  furnaces  for  heating  shot. 
In  his  estimate  of  the  crews  the  rear-admiral 
cannot  be  much  out  of  the  way ;  for,  although 
be  fnentions  having  taken  some  of  the  flotill>> 
inen  as  prisoners,  an  American  work  states  the 
number  of  seamen  and  marines  that  accom- 
panied commodore  Barney  to  the  field  at 
Bladensburg,  after  the  loss  of  his  flotilla,  at 
eoo.t  l^p^n  adding  to  this  number,  such  as 
may  not  have  chosen  to  follow  the  commodorei 
|ind  isuck  as  were  taken  prisoners  by  lientenan^ 
Scott,*  the  Americans  surely  will  not  charge  u» 
Vrith  orerrrating)  if  we  estimate  commodore 
Barney's  original  command  at  700  men.  A 
flotilla,  so  armed,  manned,  and  equipped,  crniz* 
ing  in  waters  known  only  to  itself,  and  able, 

*  Janet's  Nst.  Occarr.  his  App.  No.  81. 
+  Hist  of  tiM  United  States^  Vol.  II  I.  p.  397. 
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wdvaoHt  at  any  time,  to  seek  protection  under 

biitteries  and  formidable    positiom  on  shore, 

ji^itbiik  gun.>sbot  of  which  nothing  larger  than  a 

l^^oat  could  approach,  was  able  to  cope  with 

^uxjr  force  that, two  74 -gun  ships,  or  four 46*gun 

!Crigates,  could  send  against  it* 

,      Th^  first  sight  gained  of  this  flotilla,  by  the 

British,  was  on  the  1st  of  June,  when  it  was  pro- 

<eeedingrfrom  Baltimore,  past  the  month  of  the 

xiT^r  PatuKent^    **  to  scoar   the  bay.^'     The 

^Briti^h  vessels  contested  of  the  St.  Lawrende 

sebooner,  of  13^  guns,  and  55  men,  and  the  bointsi 

in  number  seven,  of  the  Albion  and  Dragon  74s, 

umder  the  coo;imand  of  captain  Bterrie  of  the 

lattac  pbip.    The  Americans  had  the  honor  of 

seeing  this  trifling  force  retreat  before  them  to 

thiB  Diagonv  then  at  anchor  off  Smith*s«^point; 

That, ship  got  under  weigh,  and,  along  with  the 

siihooiier^  and  tbe^  boats,    proceeded  in  chase ; 

bat  thfE)  shallowness  of  the  water  riiortly  com** 

pellej^  her  again  ^^  anchor.    In:  the  metrntime, 

thu^Aef  ilia  had  run  ^M*  sfaellet  into  the  PiUuxent4 

C^pteiiK  Btfrrie,  by  way  ^inducing  ic6imn6dori 

Bamejf  to  separate*  his  force,  detached  two  bdala 

to  4Hrt;.off  A  scboofier  utider  Gove^jpoiiit ;  but  ibe 

conunodore,  not  coteidering  that  His  orders  to 

gitFe  ^*  pMtectidft^^  warranted  sAch  a  risk,  allowed 

her  to  be  burnt  in  his  sight. 

One  American  account  of  this  affair  says  :/*  The 
commodore  discovered  two  schooners,    one  of 


which  carried  18  guns,  and  he  immediately  gave 
jeshese.^^;*  Here,  evidently,  Mr.  Thomson  has, 
i>y 'ttistake^  incldded  the  American  schooner 
ftnmt  uuderi  Cove-point.  Mr.  O'Connor  lias 
AsiUen  into  the  same  error;-  or  rather,  he  declares 
there  were  ^^  three  schooners.^^  'Not  a  word 
n^ears  ariyiwhiere  about  the  schooner  -  that 
^vvas  burnt.  One  editor  '^wys  :-i-**  Barney  was 
loibliged  to  take  refiige  in « the*  mbntfi  df  the 
Cktuxe'nt.^^t  Andther-srfys :— "  This  bdld  «x. 
ploit  did  great  hoiidr  to  Baimey  and  his  crews  :^j; 
and  all  agree,  that  he  fired  ^^  hcit*shdt*at  the 

On  the  6th  the  flotilla  retreiited  higher  up  the 
V^tnxent  ;•  and  captain  Barrie,  being  jdSnlMl^  bn 
"Ae  day  following  by  the  Loire  46,'  an^  JisiiMr 
brig,  proceeded  up  the  rit^r  with  'thbi^  two 
iMbsels,  the^t.  LaWMnce/  and  the  bolitsrHf  the 
Albion  and  Pragoni  Tbefldtilta  rclti^kt^'abOilt 
two  miles  up  St;  Lifonatd'g  or^ek;whe^  it'^odld 
ba- reached  by^  boats  only  r  btht>the:forM  ii  'th« 
latter  was^  iiot '  equal  to  the  'al^aeisf.^' ^  €!tf|pitaiti 
Barrie endeavoured,  ^bo^i^ver, J^y  a' disbhM^ior 
Dtokets  aad  oarroiiades ^rom  the  boats;''  to^  pmi 
vidke  the  American  Ves4els^  which  w^r^  inoOMd 
in  a  line  a-breast,  across  the  chi^nn^l,  to  cofiie 
down  within  reach  of  the  gnns  of  the>silfip;  brig^ 

♦  Sketches  of  Uic  War,  p,  33a. 

+  Hist,  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  IlJ.  p.  287. 

J  Hist  of  the  War/  p.  MS.         '  *  '      *  *  ''''' 
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^nd  siDhooner,  at  'anchor  near  the  mouth  of  the 

^^reek.    At  one   time   the  ' flotilla,  >  or,    as  Mr; 

O'Connor-  sajs^  ^^  the   13   barges''  got   under 

vreigh,  and'ohased'the  boats  to  a  short  distance^ 

and  then  returned  to  their  moorings.     With  a 

'View  to  force  the  flotilla  to  quit  its  station,  de^ 

-techments  of  semnen  and  mdrines  were  landed 

^n  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  the  American 

militia,  estimated  at  3  or  400,  retreated  before 

them  to  the  woods.     The  marines  deistrcrfed  two 

tobacco-stores,  and  several  houses  that  i  formed 

military  posts ;  but  still  the  flotilla  remaiined  at 

iti  moorings.    ^  ^ 

/t.Fear  is  certainly  a  great  magnifier  of  object. 
To  that  may  we  ascribe  the  frequent  appearance 
of  tazee$i  in  nearly  all  the  rivers  of  the  Ghesa^ 
ptake.'  The  name,  once  received  as .  applicable 
tria  ship  of  extraordinary  size  and  force,  is  in  thtf 
month  of  every  terrified  inhabkant  of  the  coast/ 
the  moment  be  descries  an  enemy's  vessel  witfa^ 
three  masts.  The  reader  may  perhaps  know, 
that  a  rasee  is  a  <}ut-doWn  74.  'Three  Britisfai^ 
ships  only  w^re  fitted  in  this  way  ;  aivd,  althougb 
^1  were  tent  upon  tlte  North  American  stationj: 
only  one  of  the  three  entered  tfce^  Chesapeake; 
and  that  not  till  the  35th  of  August,  181 4i  The 
Very  editors  who  have  just  done  telling  us'thaf 
tfa^  British  cannot  send  their  74s  up  the  rivclrs^ 
because  of  their  heavy  draught  of  water^  tpak^ 
no  scruple  in   placing  a  cutvdown:;74  at  4he 


8M       MILITART   OCGURABNCial  BMTWEMN 

mouth  of  every  creek  near  to  which  a  British 
fngate  had  cast  anchor.    These  are  the  getitlip* 
■len,   too^  who  boast  that  their  *^  authentic'^ 
accounts  have  passed  through  so  naany  editions. 
As  another  proof  of  Mr.  Thomson's  Idve  of 
the  ^^  authenticv'  he  concludes  his  account  of 
the  affair  in  St.  Leonardos  creek  thus:  '*  The 
commodore  immediately   moved  upon  them/^ 
(the  British  boats,)  ^^  and  after  a  smart  fire, 
drove  the  barges  down  to  the  18*gun  vessel, 
which,  in  attempting  to  beat  out,  was  so  severely 
iMindled,  that  her  crew  ran  her  a*grotind,  and 
abandoned  her.^'  *     This  is  the  very  vessel^  the 
St.  Lawrence,  whose  capture  by  the  Chasseur, 
the   Americans  so  joyfully  announced,  jieven 
OMKiths  after  she  was  thus  ^^  run  a^^groundand 
abandoned/^    In  justice  to  Mr.  Thomson's  don* 
temporaries,  we  must  say,  that  he  js  the  mily 
editor  who  has  favored   the  public  with- this 
^f  authentic"  piece  of  information. 
,  On  tlie  15th  of  June,  the  JVarcissus,  of  4^  ff^Wp 
joined  the  little  squadron;  and  captain  Bacrifiy 
taking   with    him    13    boats*   containijsg  ISO 
pwiaes,  and  30  of  the  black  colonial  rcorpa, 
proceeded  up  tke  river  to  BeBiedict;.t     Here  the 
mtu  disembarked,  and  drove  into  the  iro0ds» 
irilbout  a  struggle,  a  number  of  militia,r  who 
IfKfi  behind  a  part  of  their  muskets  liiid  i^vE^ih 
a%ui|iage,  as  well  as  a  6-po under  fi^d-^pieoe' 

a.  fi  SketAei  of  llM  Wftr,  p.  333.  i  SeePtettV. 
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J^fter  spiking  the  latter,  and  destroying  a  store 
-^COHtaining  tobacco,  the  British  again  took  to 
"ftheir  boat^^  except  i^rt  or  six  men  who  had  pro- 
-  iMtbljT  strayed'  too  far  into  the  woods. 

The  circamstances  attending  the  capture  of 
^hese  men  have  been  tally  detailed  in  an  Alex- 
^^amdria  newspaper,  of  the  25th  of  June,  and  are 
too  interesting  in  their  nature  not  to  be  given 
^^ftire  to  the  reader.     The  party,  it  appears, 
consisted  of  a  portion  of  the  St.  I^wrence's 
'iiiarines,  commanded   by  serjeant  Mayeaux,  ii 
Fvenehman,  who  had  been  seventeen  years  ih 
the  British  service,  and  who  bore  a  most  eit eel- 
lent    chiaracter.     The   Alexandria   paper,  finft 
asB^pung  as  a  reason  for  giving  so  particular  an 
account  of  the  ^^  late  affair  at  Benedict,^''that 
some  of  the  citizens  ^^  bore  a  distinguished  part 
in  it,^  proceeds  ai^  follows  :-*-^^  The  cavalry  of 
the  district  arrived  on  Tuesday  evening^^ilibottt 
five  o'clock,  and  at  the  moment  general  Stewart 
wa*  preparing  to  attack  ihe  enemy,  who  were  in 
pofniession  of  Benedict.    At  this  moment  a  smaH 
detachment  of  the  enemy  presented  themselvca 
at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  not  far  distant  frond  the 
place  where  the  cavalry  were  posted.    The  order 
was  immediately  given  to  charge,  and  intercept 
'their  retreat,  which  was  done  with  so   much 
baste  and  impetuosity,  as  to  break  the  ranks, 
which,  considering  the  nature  of  the  ground. 
Was  not  injudicious.    Five  of  the  enemy  \veve 
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taken  prisoners.    .The  Serjeant  of   the   guards 

•having  been  separated  frOm  his  men^andendea- 

Touring  to  make  his    escape,  was  pursu^d.^- 

Among  the  first  who.  otertook  him,  was  Mr. 

'Alexander  Wise,   of  the  Alexandria  dragoons, 

<who  made  a  bold  but  unsucceasfjul  assault  upon 

•him,  and  being  unable  to.che^k  his  horse,  passed 

4en  or  fifteen  paces  bejond  him.     On  turning  his 

^rse,  he  received  the  fire  of  the  Serjeant,  and 

fell    dead.     At    this  moment    Mr.  Alexander 

tiunter,  a  young  gentleman  of  this  town^  (who 

'bad  volunteered   his  services  for   the  occasion 

with  the  cavalry,  and  whose  conduct  has  already 

been   the  subject  of  much    and    well-merited 

commendation,)  came   up^  when   the   serjeant 

£Med .  upon  him  and  received  the  fire   of  his- 

jpistcd,  which  seemed  to  take  eflTect.     Mr.  Hun- 

iter's  horse  being  alarmed  at  the  report,  ran  sonify 

distance  from  the  spot.     When  Mr.  Hunter  re* 

<;tttrned,  !he  found  general  Stewart  engaged  with 

^his.  intrepid  soldier.   ;He  immediately  advaaeed 

tto  the  general's  relief;  upon  whifch  the  seigeaiit 

paving  had  his  bayonet  unshipped,  dropped  4iis 

'Ulusket,  and,  mounting  an  adjoining  fence^  fell 

mpon  the  other  side,,  upon  his  back.     Mr.  Han- 

jtor    dismounted,    and,   qnarmedj  immediately 

ffoUawed  and  engaged  him,  demanding  of  several 

^horsemen  who  advanced,  to  aid  in  securing  hini. 

.Two  of  whom  presctnted  their  pistols,  and,.after 

calling  upon  Mn.  Hunter  to.  disengage  himself 
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^om   his  untagOnist,.  discharged  their   pistoU. 

'^^Vithont  40ect.  This  brav^  marine  then  retreated » 

^npiirsuedt  to  an  adjoining  swamp.     Uift  escape 

^p|>eiiiDg  certain^  unless  immediately  pursued^ 

Afr«  Hunter  begged  the  loan  of  a  sword*,  whicli^ 

presented  to  him  by  the  general ;  and  with 

bich  he  alone  pursued,  and  soon  overtook  him>, 

ip^ken  a  conflict  ensued  between  them*  the  brave; 

^ilemy  endeaypuring  by    many  and    vigorous 

€Sffbvt9tO:get  possession  of  f he  sword,  and  refusf^ 

ingfr-  ^Jhough   repeatedly    urged,  ^tq    surrt^nder^ 

c%oeptiWMh  bis  life,  which  a  fortunate  stroke 

spop  fifter  terminated." 

:   As  the  writer  of  fjiis  articley-t*whicfa,  be  jt^ 

7r^)lember^dl  is  extracted  from  an  Americaa 

i9eilrjipfaper^-^allude$  to  some  '*  erroneous  impres/^ 

sidna^f  caused  by  ^^  the  variety  of  verbal  accounti^ 

received,**  .we  have  a  right  to  conclude,  that  thf^ 

acoount  he  has  published  is  as ,  itiuch  molUfiei^ 

as  ebrisarasitances  would,  admit ;  pifcrticularly^^  ai^ 

the  gallant  Frenchman  h^dmotbeen  permitted  tQ| 

live  to  tell  his  own  story.   When  we  r^fliect,  too, 

Ujion  the  notorious  partiality  of  the.  sojutberi^ 

Americans  towards  the  French,  and  their  equally 

nptdrious  hatced  towards  the  British,  the  very, 

fact  (the  knowledge  of  which  the  same  account 

admits)  that  the  poor  sufferer  was  a  Fenchman^ 

may  have  contributed  to  alter  the  features  of  this, 

even.i9  its  present  shape,  he^rt*  rending  story. 

After  this  wounded  marine  had  *'  dropped  his 

VOL,.    II.  s 
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musket/^  and,   in  climbing  the  fence,  &llen 
(from  weakness,  no  doubt)  *^  upon  hie  back/^ 
was  it  manly  in  the  two  American  horseoMn  to 
*^  discharge  their  pistols"  at  him  ?  or  did  Mr. 
Hunter's  conduct  in  stepping  aside  to  allow  them       ^ 
to  ^  so,  entitle  him  to  *^  much  and  well-merited      J 
commendation''?    Was  it  not  a  cowardly  act      zl 
in  Mr.  Hunter  to  borrow^  and  in  general  Stewart 
to  lend,  a  sword  to  attack  an  unarmed,  already 
wounded  man  ? — And  then,  ^^  a  fortunate  stroke" 
terminated  the  poor  wretch's  existence !— -We 
envy  not  the  feelings  of  the  ^^  young  gentleman** 
who  committed,  or  of  the  general  and  faie  party  — 
of  cavalry  and  volunteers  who  abetted,  this  fbul_ 
murder :«— for,  what  else  can  we  call  it  ?    No- 
truly  brave  man  but  would  have  set  a  higher  - 
value  upon  the  gallant  seijeant's  life,  for  the 
determination  he  evinced  not  to  surrender.  Why 
not  have  permitted  him  to  remain  in  theswampto 
which  he  had  fled :  what  dire  mischief  eoold  kave 
happened  to  the  republic  by  the  presence  of  tUs 
unarmed  individual  ?    A  day  or  two^s  residence 
hi  the  woods  might  have  lowered  his  lofty  spirit; 
and  he  would  then,  perhaps,  have  freely  surren- 
dered to  a  tenth  part  of  those  whom  he  so  long 
kept  at  bay ;  and  from  whom  he  would,  no  doubt, 
have  ultimately  escaped,  had  he  possessed  anothet 
musket,  or  perhaps  another  load,  even,  for  tha 
which  he  had.     Acquitting  the  American  eon 
manding  officer  of  those  accordant  feelings  whic 
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^^ffiv\d>  Kave  prompted  him  \o  grant  sa  brave  n 
VBRii^  firirs  liberty,  no  alternatiire  remains  to  ac* 
«Otint  for  the  genei^lV  hot  pursnit  of  him/ but 
Iritet   he  mui^t  hare  felt  piqneid,  because  Miiy- 
^QS's  coNiduii^t  ivas  so  opposite  Yo'  that  of  the 
Ailierican  capttfin  of  militia,  who,  iu  the  same 
iM^fgirbmtrhood,  and  abttut  a  tweWemonth  pre- 
Tiott^,  suffered  himsierlf  to  be  taken  prisoner  by 
^mie-hahded  British  lieutenant  ot-  the  navy.  ^ 
lit  Vaitt'ift)  tre  search  ^'through   the   different 
American  works  for  any  account  of  the  capture 
of  serjesint  Mayeatix  and  hisr  party ;  Although 
tKef  cdfMure  df  a  single  iiidiviciual  has;  on  other 
occiii^ns;  been  exultingly  recottled' by  the  whole 
of'otlr  thVee^^  obs^tiiotis  historians;     Ittthist  be 
thewbh  of  every  staiinch  Atnerican,  that  thci 
^i^dlr  of  the  Alexandria   ifewspaper   bad  not 
beefi  sdrofficious:  be  it  obr'task  to  give  a  yet 
more  ^pettiiahetyt  ifrtin   td   the  account  of  the 
inti^epid'^  behaviour,  and  the  dastardly  murder, 
of  sefjeant  Miayeaux.  * 

'  Aflter  q'uitting  Benedict,  captain  Barrie  as^ 
cendie^  the  river  to  Lower  Marlborough,  atown 
about  ^  miles  from  the  capital  of  the  United 
Statei^.  j"  '  The  party  landed,  and  took  possessioii 
of  the  plac^;  the  militia,  as  ^ell  as  the  inha- 
bitants, flying  into  the  woods.  A  schooner^ 
belonging  to  a  captain  David,  was  captured,  and 
loaded  with  tobacco :  after  which,  having  burnt, 

*  Sec  p.  39.   ^  +  See  Plate  V. 

S  2 


360        MILITARY   OCCURft£NGfift  BBTWEEH 

at  Lower  Marlborough^  and  at  Magruders,*  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  tobaeca-stpreigy 
containing  2800  hogsheads,  and  loaded  the  boata 
with  stock,  the  detachment  re*embarked.  The 
Americans  collected  a  force^  estimated  at  about 
350  regulars,  besides  militia,  on  Holland's  clifts  ;* 
but  some  marines,  being  landed^  traversed  the 
skirts  of  the  heights,  and  re-embarked,  without 
molestation;  the  American  troops  not  again 
shewing  themselves^  till  the  boats  were  out  of 
gun-shot. 

The  blockade  of  commodore  Barney's  flotilla, 
and  the  depredations  on  the  coasts  of  the  Pa*" 
tnxent,  by  captain  Barriers  squadron,  caused 
great  inquietude  at  iWashington*  At  length,  aa 
order  reached  the  American  commodore,  directing 
him  to  destroy  the  flotilla ;  in  the  hopes  that  the 
British,  having  no  longer  such,  a  tempta^n  m 
their  way,  would  retire  frpm  a  position  so  con* 
tiguous  to  the  capital.  The  order  was  suspended, 
owing  to  a  proposal  of  colonel  Wadsworth,  of 
tiie  engineers;  who,  with  two  18-pounders,  upon 
trayelling-carriages,  protected  by  a  detachment 
of  marines  and  regular  troops,  engaged  to  drive 
away  the  two  frigates  from  the  mogith  of  the 
creek.  The  colonel  established  his  battery 
behind  an  elevated  ridge,  which  sheltered  him 
find  his  men ;,  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  26th 
oi  June,.a  simultaneous  attack  of  the  gun-boats 

*  See  Piatt  5. 


^REAT  BRITAIN  AND  AMERICA.  26t 

d  battery  uras  made  upon  the  two  frigatei^^ 
ire  and  Narcissus.*  What  with  hot  shot,  the 
sition  chosen  hy  the  colonel  not  being  com* 
anded  by  the  fire  from  either  frigate,  and 
ptain  Brown,  the  commanding  officer's,  having 
310  fofce  which  he  could  land  to  carry  the  bat^ 
^eiy,t  the  Loire  and  Narcissus  retired  to  a  statioil 
near  Point  Patience ;  and  the  American  flotilla^ 
with  the  exception  of  one  barge,  which  put 
back,*  apparently  disabled  by  the  shot  from  the 
frigates,  moved  out  of  the  creek,  and  ascended 
the  Patuxent.  The  frigates  sustained  no  loss 
on  thia  occasion ;  but  commodore  Barney  admits 
a^kisBof  a  midshipman  and  three  men  killed, 
and  seven  men  wounded » 

We  have  here  a  fine  opportunity  of  contrast^ 

ing  the  diiTerence  in    style,   between  a  letter 

written  by  an  adopted,  and  one  written  by  a 

halive  American,  upon  the  same  subject*    Com* 

moidore  Barney  writes:   *^This  morning,  at  4 

A;M«  a  combined  attack  of  the  artillepy,  marine 

coirpsy  and  flotilla^  was  made  upon  the  enemy'ii 

two  frigates^  at  the  mouth  of  the  creek.    After 

■two  fabwrs'  engagement, . they  got  Underweight 

afid  m«d^  sail  down  the  riven     They  are  tiow 

warping  <  round  Point  Patience,  and  I  am  mb v<^ 

ing  up  the  Patuxeat  with  my  itotilla.''  :^         ^n 

An  officer  on  board  the  flotilla,  writes  thas'i 

♦  Wi)lunson*8  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  739.  +  Ibid,  p,  740. 
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'^  We  qooved  dowi)  with  fbe  flolilla,  aa4  j^okiad 
in  tha  choros  witb.llie  artillery.'  Our.  fire.t|ra$ 
terrible.  At  &\:f.,  o'clock  they  1>egi^a  tp  mpvi?^ 
and  ou^Jq  sail  down  the  river«  leaving  .^ 
lo^st^rs  of  the  field-  Thus  we  have  ag^w-.  ke^ 
them  and  their  rockets,  which  they  did^nol^ 
spare*  First,  we  beat  off  a  few  boats  ;f  tbenr,,^^ 
jinci^ased  the  number ;  then,  tibey  added  $oboiQ^ 
fiers;  and  now,  behold  the  two.  frigates.iaH 
ha^e  shared  the  same  fate.  We  jnex^  es|wct 
Miips.4>f  the  line.     No,  ins^ter,  we  will  do  inur 

duty/'^     :     -  .  --L- 

Qn  the  :4th  of  July,  the  Severn^  of  SQigons^ 
havihg  joined  the:  Loire  and  Narcissus,  capttia 
Nourse,  of  the  first-named  ii^ipy.despatdkcd 
captain  Brown,  with  the  oiarina&bf  the  ^tbree 
-ships,  (150  in  number,)  up  St.'LeonajHi's'icrQdb 
Here  two  of  commodore  Barney's  barges  weie 
found  scuttled,  owing  to  th^  damage  they  had 
received  in  the  action  with  the  frigates.:  >'Tlie 
barges,  and  several  other :  vessels,  were :  bMnst 
Hnd  a  large  tob^oco-stwe  destro}  ed.  i.Sooaofter 
ibis;  the  Bntish  quitted -the  Patuxent..  -.  ,  ; 
,  On  the  19tb  of  July«  rear-admical  C€cfct>oni^ 
in  the  Marlborongh  74,  having  been  jloinedi'^bf 
a.  battalion  of  marines,  ^nd  a  dettehment  of  laa^ 
rine  artillery^  proceeded  :up :  the  rivtr  Fotovofic^ 
for  the  purpose  of  attackitig  Lconard's*twv.ni|.tbe 
capital  of  St.  Marj^'s  county,  where  the  S^th 

*  NfTal  Mi>iivmcfit,  p,  240^ 


Jtnteik  States':  raiment  was  stationed.    The 
^^niariaem  tvnder  oB^or  Lewis,  were  landed,  whikit 
^Vfae  lioats^  jpuUed  up  in  front  of  the  town ;  but,  op 
^iscoyering  the  marines,    the  enemy's  arni^d 
ioroe  quitted  the  place,  and  suffered  the  Briti$|i 
to  tak€»  quiet  posBes$ion.    A  quantity  of  storeft^ 
belonging  to  the-36th  regimenti  and  a  numboiL 
of  arms  of. different  descriptions,  were  found 
th^re,.  and  destroyed;   a  quaqtity  of  tobwcp, 
Jour,  pipy isions, and  other  articles,  were  brought 
away  in^he  boats,  and  inasohooner,  which  wiiifs; 
lying  iC^  the  town.     Not  a  musket  being  fired, 
nor  an, armed  enemy  seen,  the  town  was  spared. 
,  The  Americans  having  collected  some  Virginia 
militia,  at  ^  place  called  Nominy-ferry,  in  Vir- 
ginia, a  considerable  way   up,.  Nomipy^river^ 
re^-admiral  CQckburn,.on  the^lst,  proceeded 
thitheTj  with  the  boats  and  marines;  the  latter 
coinnQAnded  by    captain    Robyns,   during  thp 
illness  of|,msgor  JLewis.    The  enemy's  position 
waaon^  a  very  commanding  eminence,  projecting 
into  the  water ;. but  some  marines  hav:ing  bcjen 
laiided  <Hi  its/flank,  and  they  being  seen  getting 
up  tb$  craggy  side  of  the  mountain,  while  the 
JWiin-bod}^  la^ed  at  the  ferry,  the  enemy  fel| 
back,  aufd^  though  pursued  several  miles,  till 
the  app|tia/frh  of  i^ighti  escaped  with  the  loss  of 
a  few  prisoners.     They  had   withdrawn  their 
iield-artillery,  and  hid  it  in  the  woods ;  fearing 
that,  if  they  kept  it  to ,  use  against  the  BrUisb, 
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41167  would  not  hi  able  to  retreat  witb  it  quick 
enoagh  to  save  it  froYil  capture;  After  taking 
on. board  all:  the  tobacco^  and  other  stores  ibund 
in  the  place,  with  a  quantity  of  cattle,-  and 
destroying  all  the  storehouses  ^nd  buildingSi 
the  rear-admiral  re^embarked  ;  and ,  dropping 
down  to  another  point  of  the  Nominy  river, 
observed  some  uiorements  on  shore^  upon 
which  he  again  landed  with  the  marines.  This 
Americans  fired  a  volley,  button  theadvan€^t>f 
th^  iliaHnee,  fled  into  the  woods,  lEvery  thifig 
in  the  neighbourhood  was  therefore  del^troy^ 
or  brought  off;  and,  after  visiting  the  c6ahtry 
in  several  other  directions^  covering  the  escape 
of  the  negroes  who  were  anxiouS:to  join  biin, 
the  rearradmiral.  quitted  the  river,  and  returned 
to' the  ships  with'  135  refugiec  negroes,  two  cap* 
tiired  jsfsflioipoers,  a  large  quantity  of  tbbabi^, 
dry  goods,  and  cattle,  and  a  fetv  prisoners. 
Far  fVom  considering  tobacco^  p:tcked  up  in 
liogsheads,  read)^  for  shipping,  ite  ^^  good  prize, 
by  the  maritiiiicf  la^  of  nations,^'  as-  he  did  the 
north- west  conipartyV  goods,*  Mf;  O'Coniier 
cAlIs  it  *•  plundered  property,*'  and  the  seiztiA 

br' destruction  of.it  the  "  petty  ^d  wailton  act 

' .  ■  ■      ■ 

iofan  unprincipled  and  mean  enemy .'*f 
■    Oh  the  24th  6f  July,  the  rear-adiniiral  went 
lip  Sti  Clement'is  creek,  in  St,  Mftry^s  county, 
ivith  the  boats  and   marines,  to  examine   the 

f  See  p!  193,  f  Histl  of  the  War,  p.  %%7, 
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uiitrjr^    The  militia  shewed  theoutelTeii  oeca-* 

ionally^  but  always  retreated  when  pursued ; 

4,the  heats  retorned  to  the  ships  witlioiit  Rnjr 

ualtjr^  faaTing  eaptured  font  schooners,  and 

one.       The  tahabitants   remainiiig; 

^^ptaoeabl^  ;ia   their  houses^    the   rear-admiral 

43&i  not  so^r  aay  injury  to  be  done  to  then^ 

^eaptini^  aitone  fairm^  from  whtoh  tivo  musketi- 

ehorta  hiid  been  fired  at  the  admiial's  gig»  and 

ntbeyethi^'profiertjr  was^  therefore,  destroyecL    : 

-On  the:  26th  of  July »  the -rear-admiral  pror 

deeded  to  the  head  of  the  Machodic  river,  ia 

Virgmia,  where  he  burnt  six  Wchooners,  whUst 

thd  marines  marehisd,  without  ofipositioh^  over 

^lie^eoubtrpon«  the  banks  of  that  river^;and,  th^e 

noir  remaining  any  other  place  on  the  Virginia 

or 'St.  Mary^  sideof  his  \mt  andiorage,  that  thj^ 

fear^drairal  had  not  visiiied,  he,  on  the  38th^ 

icattsed  the^  ships  ta  move  above  BlackstoneV 

Isliiid*;  and,  on  the  iflOtli,  proeeeded»  with  the 

himSks  hadniariaiesi  uplitheiWicomOico  riven   He 

jbuided  :at  Hamburgh  and  Chaptieo ;  from  whicl^ 

fatter  l^iace  he.  shipped  a  considerable  quantity 

4bi  tobiMoo,  and  visited  several:  hoiises  in  ^diQerh^ 

iSBt'partsdf  the  country ;  the  owners  of  which 

4iTuig  quietly  with  *  their  families,  and  seemipg 

Ho  If^ntMf^t  thenlselves  and  the  neigh  bourI)oa4 

to  be  atihis  disposal,  he  caused  no  farther  inconr 

irenience  tof  theiyi,.thaii  i4)ligiiig  them  tQfurnis|i\ 
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isrop^lies  i[>f  €atile'«id  itock  for  t&d  use  of  bti 
fmtes ;  for  whick'  tliey  were  liberalij^  paid. .      ^ 
Oil' tbead  of  August)  the  sqnadnm  drojqned 
d^wn  the  Potoumc,'  niear  to  the  entraiice>  o^tfae 
Yoooinoeo  rivet^  wUeh    the   rear-adiuraL .  ear 
teried  on  tb^  following  day,  with  the  bosta.a»d 
marines^    and    iafnd^d'  w^^th  the  latter«i :;  The 
enemy  bad  Here  -  collected  in  great  |brce|  >aBil 
made. more;  resistance  than  bsual,  but  the  antor 
anci  determination  of  the  rear-admii^Ua  ^aUaoit 
little   band,   carried  .  all  •  before  ;  it ;;:  and, . .  after 
fercing  tbe  enieray  to  give  Wa^s  the  mariilea  lbl»> 
lowed  him '10  miles  up. the  country,  capbm^  is 
fiekl-piece,  and  Immt  sevefaLbouass^  which  had 
been  bonv-arted  into   depdtis  for  militiaoamr^ 
&c.\  Lieariiing^'  afiberwardsv  that  general  Hii»» 
gerford  had  rallied  his  mefa  at  Kinsale^  the^Bearw 
adniiraV  proceeded  thither ;   and,   tbotigi^ :  the 
«tiemy^s  position  -  was  extremely  strong,  be  had 
only^time  to  gm  the  British  an  iueifectnal  vieUey 
before  the  iMter-  gainbd  the  height,  when>  kit 
ngaiii  r^red  #itb  pirecipitation ;  Mid  didLni^ 
t^PIMai'^'^The  utores  found  at  Kinsale.were 
th^ti  ^bijpped  without  molestation ;   and^  hay* 
ing  burnt  the  store-hedses  and :  other  placei^ 
with  two  bid  scfaoo«ieird>;  and  destroyed  two  bat^ 
fericfs,  the  -rear-admiral  re-embarked,  bringing 
nway 'five  prize^schobners,  a  large  quantity  etf 
fobflfeido;  ft6ur,  Sic:  a  field-piece,  and  a  few  pri- 
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.  Tbe  Affiarican    general  Tajlor   was 

oiuided    and    iinharsed,    and  escaped  .  onlj 

rougbithei  tbickneM  of  the  wood  and  bushes, 

towbichAiaraD.    The  British  bad  three  men 

illed,  and  a&  many,  wounded.    Thus  500  Bri^ 

marines  j>6a^trated  10  nUesinto  the  ^neiny^s 

^samitirf,   a&d   skirnttsbed,  on  their  way  baok^ 

sHU!9^Minded  by  woods,  in  the  face  of  the  whole 

*coU#6ted   militia  of  Virgima^  under  generals 

]|aAger£»rd  and  Taylor;    and  yet,  after  ithi* 

long  majreb*  •  i^arried  the  heights  of  Kiiisale  in 

tbe  nKlst  gallant  mainier. 

:  Coan.  riTer,  a  .few  miles  bdow  Yocomoco^ 

being  the  only  inlet  on  the  Virginia  side  .of  the 

POtOHlaC)  that  the  itear-admLral  had  not  visited, 

be»|)iroQeeded  oa  the  7th  to  :attack«it,  with  the 

}Hi9if»  ^nd  marines.     After  a  tolerably  quick  fire 

an, itbc^  boats,  the  enemy  went  off  precipitatdy, 

inri^  jtbe,  guns ::  the  battery  was  destroyed^  «nd 

the  rii^^iiascended^  ia  which  three  schooners 

wer4|  c^^itured,:  aad  some  tobacco  brought  off.   < 

On  the  lSth»  tbe /rear.'^admiiral  proceeded  up. 

&td  Mary's  <;^'eek,  a^d  landied  in  n^arious  parts  of 

the  .looaatry  about  that  .extensive  inlet;    but 

wMl^liit  seeing  a  siiigle  armed  person/ thougb 

imlitia  bad  formerly  been  stationed  at  St;  Mary's 

%€tiiiry\4or*its  defence;  the  inhabitants  of  tbi^ 

%|pte  .appearing' to  consider  it  wiser  to  subdiit^ 

thanf  >t^  littemt»t  opposition.     On  the  Ijth  of 

August,  the  r^ar-admiral  again   landed  witbiq 
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St*  Mary's  creek;  but  found)  in  the  different 
parts  of  the  country^  the  same  quiet  and  sub- 
missive conduct  en  the  part  of  the  inhabitants^ 
as  in  the  places  visited  on  the  12th.  The  ac- 
count of  the  preceding  operations  on  the  coasts 
of  the  Chesapeake,  with  a  battalion  of  marifiesj 
a  detachment  of  marinVartillery  and  of  seamen  j 
in  all,  under  700  men,  is  extracted  exdusi^dy^ 
from  rear-admiral  Cockbum's  official  repoi^>  of 
his > proceedings:  the  truih  of  which  is  tMitly 
admitted  by  the  sSence  of  the  Arafcrican  Jbur* 
torians  on  the  subject;  although-  the  Britifsh 
accounts  had  long  previously  come  to  tbeir 
hands. 

While  the  British  men-of-war  were  lying  in 
the  rivers  of  the  Chesapeake,  the  negroes^  £(om 
the  neighbouring  plantations  were  eontimially 
flocking  to  the  banks;  entreating,  by  the  indet 
piteous  signs,  to  be  rescued  from  a  life  of  slavery* 
Could' such  appeals  be  made  in  vain?-~Tbey 
irere  taken  off,  by  hundreds;  and  obtained  frott 
an  enemy  that  liberty,  which  their  own  Jiree 
country  denied  to  them.  It  was  in  varn  that 
the  Ameriean  government,  by  asserting,  th^oug^ 
the  medium  of  the  prints  ^^  known  to  be  friendly 
to  the  war,^^  that  the  British,  after  receiving  th^ 
liegroes,  ^^  shipped  the  wretches  to  the  West 
Indies,  where  they  were  sold  as  slaves,  ibrfbe 
benefit  of  British  officers,^^  ♦  atteptpted  to  check 

'     '      «  Historjr  ohhc  War;  p.  1S3.    /   ; 
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%le  flpw.of  slave-emigration.    This  plan  fiiiling» 

"^iie  editor  of  the  ^^  Norfolk  Herald'^  was  in- 

i^troeted  or  induced  to  s^y:; — ^^  To  take  cattle 

«ir  otfa^r  stocky  would  be  consistent  with  the 

^Uflttlge  of  civilized  warfare;  but  to  take.negi^oes^ 

^mrho  are  human  beings ;  to  tear  them  for  ever 

:|iom  their  kindred  and  connexions,  is  what  we 

shonld  neirer  expect  from. a  Christian  nation, 

specially  one  that  has  done  so  much  to  abolish 

the  alave^trade.    There  are  negroes  in  Virginia, 

s^id,  we  believe,  in  all  the  southern  states,  who 

have  their,  interests  and  affections  as  strongly 

engrafted  in  their  hearts,  as  the  whites,  and  who 

fi^el  the  sacred  ties  of  filial,  parental,  and  con* 

jugal  affection,  equally  strong,  and  who  are 

warmly  attached  to  their  owners,  and  the  scenes 

of  I  their  nativity.     To  those,  no  inducement 

which ;  the  i^oemy  could  offer,  would  be  sufficient 

to.  t^mpt.  them  a^way^    To  drag  them  away,  then, 

by  ipirce,.would  be  the  greatest  Icruelty.    Yet,  it 

ig,  feserved  for  England,  who  boats  of  her  reli* 

gion   ^nd  love  of   humanity,  to  practice  this 

piece  of  cruelty ,  so  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of 

.Christianity  and  civilization."^ 

Whether  this  article  was  penned  at  Washings 
1:00,  or  on  board  of  one  of  the  British  ships  in 
Ihe  bay,  it  is  the  happiest  piece  of  satire,  that 
^as  appeared  in  an  American  newspaper.  It 
<>ommences  with  an  unqualified  admijision^  that, 

*  HUterf  Qf  the  War,  p.  186. 
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Vtb  take  dattf^  or  other  stoek^^  is  ^  c^dMl^enf 
MQth  tb«  usage  of  ciirilieed  warfare  ;'*  wfltereafSj^in 
nil  the  American  histortes,  not  exeep4liivg^t  felt  '^hht 
Irom  Which  the  ^tract  is'  maite,  the  *  BrttiAh  *  art 
accttsied  of  **  pi  u  nderinglarge  qiiaiititles  of  cfatl^/ * 
As,  howerer,  the  British  comnaafidien^,  -wlMtidTieir 
the  owners  coald  be  fou^d^  inrafiabl)^  pWiA  Afr 
what  they  did  take,  the  admissiofi  is  bf  l^tlW 
«se.  Bat  are  iiot  those  ^^  hfumah  bdilgfii,  'Who 
have  their  interests  and  afl^tion^'^ii  'MfMgly 
engrafted  in  their  hearts  ias  the  whltek,'*^'pifirt;jr 
and  a  valuable  part  too,  of  the  ••^^to*fc^-of  an 
American  planter  ?— The  r^der  hai  fth  jf  to^^fak* 
np  a  Charlestown,  a  Washingto%i,'a  Rt€lrdM>ikf^ 
^r  even  a  "  Norfolk'^  newspapei%^  lmld-iEl*WK<iJte^ 
side  of  advertisemenlFs,  will  presently  alrsattf^fiiiil' 
of  the  degrading  fact.  Let  it  odt  bi^^oiie^leS' 
eifther,  that  the  treatment  of  the  slaJv^^lhyatid 
who  form  se  great  a  portion  tyf^thd'sbiifly^m 
population  of,  th^  United '  iState^^  is'^ten«^hiei^ 
more  hoirrid  and  disgusting'  thanf  amry  thmg  that- 
occurs  among  a  similar  class  of  ^  hoMah  brings** 
in  the  British  West  Indies.  In  addi^on  to  th^ 
accounts  published  iri  the  American  newts^apers, 
and  the  description  given,  and  marks  shown l(y, 
the  refugee-slaves  themselves,  it  is  only  nee^-^ 
sary,  in  order  to  substantiate  the  factj  to  refer 
to  the  code  of  laws  by  which  the  Americaii,  in' 
comparison  with  that  by  which  the  British/ 
negroes  are  governed.     We  freely* admit  that, 
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"to  drag  away,  by  force/*  those  slaves  who 
(if  any  such  are  to  be  found  in  the  United  States) 
are  *^  warmly  attached  to  their  owners  and  to  the 
place  of  their  n^itivity^-'  would  be  '^  the  greatest 
cruelty.*'  But  who  has  done  so  ?  The  British 
iiLtlie^Cltesapeakef  as  the  AmerioMis.tb^aiselvw 
i^fofW^us^  wer(&  frequently  straitened  for  pro- 
irifjooi^j  IlLaw  ridiculoui^^  then,  is  the  charge,  that 
tine ^|Sl|><ains  of,  ships,  by  wi^y  of  increasing  the 
tHimsiiiuptiou  on  board,  and  witbout  any  corres- 
pottding.  beuefit^  should  send  parties  on  diiore, 
firrt.  to^  eatch^^^n  which  they  must  bavte  i..been 
tolerably  active, — dnd  thin  to  ^^  diftag  away,'* 
tb^  ;/ilaveJE»  iof  the  American  planters.  If,  for 
reeelfvi9g  on  board  isuch  as  voluntarily  offered 
themselves,  the  British  officers  required  any  other 
Mttction  than  V-  the  dictates  of  Christianity  and 
civiliacation,'?  they  might  findi;it  in  the  folhming 
reMlotion^  submitted  to  the  conmderation  of  the 
house  of  representatives  of  the  United  .States,  by 
Mr.  Fisk,  of  .Veriiioftt :-— ^^  Resolved^  that  the 
eommittee  on  public  lands  be\  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  to  each 
d^M'rter  from  the;  British  army/  during  thapre* 
seAt-^var,  100  acres  of  the  public  lands/  such 
deserter  actually  si^ttling  the  same."^  We  hsive 
here  a  fine  specimen  of  the  '<  national  honor?  of 
the  United  States,  about  which  so  much  has  been 
said  and  written  i 

♦  Natiohai  InteIHgcnter,  Sept.  28*,  ftMr 
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CHAPTER  XIX. 
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E^ffy  tntimatian  of  the  attack  upon  WMhingtoikr»^ 
Defensive  preparations  in  consequenu-^Arrinmt 
at  Bermuda  of  troops  from  France^^Diparimre 
of  general  Ross  in  the  Tonnantfor  the  Cheid* 
peake-^^Reconnoissance  on  shore  by  the  latter  and 
reur-^tdmiral  Cockbum — Meditated  attack  upon 
Washington-^ Arrival  of  the  troops  from  Ber* 
muda-^  Different  rmtes  to  Washingiim-''^aptdin 
Gordon^ s  affair  in  the  Potomac-^Disembarea* 
tian  of  the  tro^s  at  Benedict  in  the  Patuwrni-^ 
Pursuit,  by  the  combined  forces,  of  commcdtme 
Barney^ s  flotilla — Its  ttestruction'-^Matyfh  of  ike 
British  troops-^T/ieir  arrival  at  Upper  Marl^ 

•  borough*^ Rear-admiral  Coekburns  junction 
uith  them  "-^  Advance  of  the  British  •  towards 
Washington — Correct  American  account  of  thek 
number-'^^Retreat  of  the  American  army  by  Bta* 
dsmiburg  •  to   Washington^  Further  advance  cf 

'  .^  British-'^American  account  of  general  WnU 
der^s  force-^Re^advance  to  Bladensburg-^Ap^ 
pearance  on  the  field  of  the  president  of^  the 
United  States^-^  American  account  of  the  battle 
of  Bladensburg  *^  Flight  of  the  Americans  y^ 
Mutual  loss — Behaviour  of  Mr.  Madison — His 
narrow  escape  from  capture — American  plans  if 
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^esseky  five  ffhipB  armSes  en  fiiite^  and    three 

^faiM{Kyrto,  baling  on  board  the  4th,  31st,  44tfr» 

and  85th,  regimen ts^  with  a  proportion  of  rojril 

artilier}^^  and  sappers  and  miners,   under  the 

OMMDand  of  niajor^general  Ross.    On  the  5Z4Hi 

of  July  the  squadron  arrived  at  Bermuda,  and 

there  joined   vice-admiral   Cochrane,    in    the 

Tomiant.    On  the  2d  of  August,  vice-admiral 

Coehrlme,  having  received  on  board  the  Tonnatii 

majoT'^general  Ross  and  his  staff,  sailed/  in  com* 

pany  with  the  Enryalus,  for  Chesapeake  bay  t 

wd,  on  the  14th  of  August,  arrived,  and  joined 

the  Albion,  vice-admii^al  Cockburri^offthe  month 

of  the    Potomac.    On  the'  'liext  day/    majcMpi 

general    Ross,    accompanied    by    rear-admiVifl 

Gockburn,  went  on  shore  to  reconnoitre.    'I'he 

ireikiMidiBiraPs  knowliedge  of  the  country,  as  Well 

Ha  the  e):cellent  plan  he  adopted  to  prevent  sur^ 

plris0,  ''Enabled  the  two  officers  to:  penetrate 

^ikrtiier^  than  would  otherwise  have  been'pHi'A 

fSeiit.  >  The  *  thick  woods  that  'skirt,   and  the 

xramerdus  ravines  that  intersect,  the  difieretft 

Toads  around  Washington,  oilfer  important  advan^ 

taget  to  an  ambushing  enemy.     Rear-admiral 

Cockburn,   therefore,    in  his    frequient  -walki 

through  the  country^  invariably  moved  forwA^ 

beiNreeo  two  parties  of  marines,  occupying,  in 

open  order,  the  woods  by  the  road -side.     Eacli 

marine  carried  a  bugle,  to-be  dsipd  as  a  signal^ 

in  case  of  casual  separation,  or  the  appearanca 

T  3 
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shipping  Jii  the  ports  of  Franioe,  induced  the 
^merictt  commissioners  to  intimate  to  their 
goyernment,  that  an  attack  npoa  the  federal 
city  would  probably  be  made  in  the  eoufse  of 
the  summer  of  1S14.  This  notice  reached  Mr* 
Madison  on  the  36th  of  Jane;  and,  on  the  Islof 
July  9  he  submitted  to  his  council  a  plan  fmr  im- 
mediately calling  3  or  3000  men  into  the  field, 
and  hoiding  10  or  19000  militia  and  yoluhteers, 
of  the  neighbouring  states,  in  readiness  to  rein- 
force  tlmt  corps.  On  the  next  day,  be  created 
inttf  li  military  district,  the  whole  state  of  Maty* 
limd^  the  district  of  Columbia,  and  that  part'oF 
Vii^nia  north  of  the  Rappahannock  rivei^,  ein- 
bracfing  an  exposed  coast  of  nearly  1000  miles  ; 
Tuluerable  at  every  poitit,  and  intersected-  by 
many  large  rivers,  and  by  Chesapeake  bay.  ^  'On 
the  4th  of  July,  as  a  further  defensive  pr^nm- 
tion^  the  presidemt  made  a  requijsition  to  the 
seteral  states  of  the  union,  for  93500  militia,'as 
authorized  hf  law ;  designating  their  tmpecme 
c^ttota,  and  requesting  the  executive  ttrtigistrates 
6finph  state,  to  detach  and  hlold  them  in  readi- 
ttto!^v  for  immediate  service.  Of  these  99900 
mSitia^LleoO  were  to  be  drawn  from  the  tagtth 
military  district,  or  that  surrounding  the  iMtlro- 
polis ;  for  whpse  defence  they  were  intended. 
'•Onr  the  2d  of  June  sailed  from  Verdun  roads, 
the-  Royal  Oak,  rear-admiral  Malcolm;  accoin- 
pajrkied  by  three  frigates,  three  sloc^  twobomli^ 
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vcsseky  five  fhijMi  armies  en  fiiite^  and    three 

trafispwto,  baling  on  board  the  4th,  31st,  44tb» 

and  85th,  regimentB;  with  a  proportion  of  rojal 

artiHw}^^  and  sapper^  and  miners,   under  the 

OMitaand  of  major^^general  Ross.    On  the  524th 

of  July  the  squadron  arrived  at  Bermuda^  and 

there  joined   vice-admiral   Cochrane,    in    the 

Tomiant.    On  the  3d  of  August,  vice-admiral 

GMbrAne,  having  received  on  board  the  Ibnnant 

lilajor*generaI  Ross  and  his  staff,  sailed/ iii  coni^ 

paiiywith  the  Enryalus;  for  Chesapeake  bay  \ 

abd^onthe  14th  of  August,  arrived,  and  joined 

the  Albion,  vice-admii^al  Cockburri^off  the  month 

of  the    Potomac.    On  the'  'liext  day/    majo^^ 

general  'Ross^    accompanied    by    rear-admitill 

C^Nikbura,  went  on  shore  to  reconnoitre.    'I^he 

cieirri-idiBiral's  knowliedg^  of  the  country,  as  well 

us  the  eJ:cellent  plan  he  adopted  to  prevent  sur^f 

prise, ''Enabled   the  two  officers  to  penetrate 

^ikrtlier^  than  would  otherwise  have  been^pru^^ 

dent,  i  The  thick  woods  that  'skirt,   and  the 

numerous  ravines  that  intersect,  the  different 

• 

Toads  around  Washington,  oiltir  important  advan^ 
tages  to  an  ambushing  enemy. '  Rear-admifial 
Cockburn,  therefore,  in  his  frequent  watki 
thrcHigh  the  country^  invariably  moved  forward 
blBtWBea  two  parties  of  marines,  occupying,  in 
open  order,  the  woods  by  the  road  -side.  £acli 
marine  carried  a  bugle,  to-be  dsipd  as  a  signal, 
in  case  of  casual  separation,  or  the  appearanca 
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of  an  enemy.  It  wsus  during  the  excursiqn  mtli 
general  Ross,  that,  rear-admiral  Cockbum  sug'* 
gested.tbe  facility  of  an  attack  upon  the.  city  of 
Washington ;  and  general  Ross  determined,  as 
$MK>n  as  the  troops  should  arrive  from  Bermuda, 
to  make  the  attempt. 

On  the  17th  of  August^  rear-admiral  Mialcplniy 
with  the  troops,  arrived,  and  joined  vic^-adminil 
Cochrane^  off  the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  ;,  and 
the  whole  proceeded  to  the  Patuxent,  a^jil  SO 
miles  further  up,  the  bay.  In  the  m^ajntinief 
captain  Gordon^  with  some  vessels  of  the  jsqpad- 
ron,  had  been  detached  up  the  Potomac,  to 
bombard  Fort-Warburton,  situate  oq  the  left 
bank  of  that  river,  about  14  miles  below,  the 
federal  city ;  and  captain  Parker^  with  the  ^enaf 
laus  frio;ate^  up  the  Chesapeake,  above  Baltimorei 
to  create  a  diversion  ip  that  quarter.  !t\x% 
&,uccessful  proceedings  of  captain  Gordon^  in 
the  destruction  of  the  fort;  and,—- a  mes^uice 
entirely  his  own, — the  capture  of  the  populoui 
town  of  Alexandria,  will  b^  fpund.  fully 
detailed  in  our  naval  volume.^  The  direct 
route  to.  Washington,  from  the  mouth  of  th« 
Potoqoac,  was  up  that  river,  ahoi^t  50  miles^  to 
Fort-Tobacco;  thence,  oyer  land,  l>y  the  village 
of  Piscataway,32  miles,  to  the  lower  bridge^acrpi^ 
the  eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac ;  but,  ,af»  no 
doubt  could  be  entertained  ,that  this  bridge, 
*  James's  Nar.  Occar*  p.  381-«6.  . 
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^M^hi^  was  half  a  mile  long,  and  hadra  draw  at 
the  west-end,  woiild  be  defended,  as  well  bj  a 
bodj'of  troops,  as  by  a  heavy  sloop  of  war  and 
a  armed 'schoonier,  known  to  be  in  the  ri?er, 
the  toute  up  the  Patuxent,  and  by  Bladensbnrg^ 
where  the  eastern  branch,  in  caise  of  the  bridge 
at  that  spot  being  destroyed,  could  be  easily 
forded,  was  preferred. 

Cdmmodore  Barney's  gun«boats  were  still  lying 

in  the  PSatoxent,  up  which  they  had  been  driven.^^ 

An-  iolmisdiate  attempt   against  this  ^^  much- 

▼adtited  flotilla"  offered  two  advantages;  onis^ 

in  its  capture  or  destruction,,  the. other,  as  a^re* 

textfbr  ateending^  the  Patuxent,  with  the  troops, 

destified  for  the  attack  of  the  city.     Part -of  the 

shijM^  having  ad  vaueed  as  high  up  the  river  as 

to^ilepthof  water  would  allowydisemburked'the 

frottfMs, '0R  the  19th  «iid  20th  of  August;  at^  B^ne- 

liicit^f  flL'siitiaU  to'wh,'  about  60  milesr  soutb^etutf 

of  WtsUtfgteii*     Oh  the^  evening  of  the  "^  30th, 

itoarwadniirsfc]  Cockburn,  ttadiing  ivith  him  Aie 

united*  bo^atis  and  t  aiders  %  of  the  fleet,  proceeded 

up  the; « liver,  >  to  attack  cbnimodore  BailneyVi 

flotilfe ;  -and  <  to  supply i  with  provisioiis,  and,  if 

iiecdkflHry^:ajffbrd' protection  to,  the  army,  as.it 

^UEM^eoided  the  right  bank^    For  the  full  details pf 

th^Mcdessful  enterprise  against  the  Americaii 

t,  we  must  refer  to  our  naval  volume.^    li^ 

*Sce252p.        '    +SccPla»cT.  *  "   ^ 

:|:  Jamos^  NaT.  CMciir.  |>.  975^    * 
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justice  to  commodore  Barney,  ve  shall  herr 
introduce  general  Wilkinson's  statement  upon 
the  subject.  ^'  Cockburn/'  says  the  genendj 
^^  with  his;  barges^  pursued  Bamey^s  flotilla, 
which  had,  by  order  of  president  Madison,  beeki 
unfortunately  abandoned^  and  was,  wilhoutrei^ 
Sfstance,  blown  up ;  when  it  will  be  appareht  to 
every  competent  judge,  that,  from  the  narrdwticss 
of  the  channel,  the.  commodore  could  bkye 
defended  himself,  and  .repulsed  any  fioatttig  Anroe 
the  enemy  could  have  brought  against  hims  and 
luBtflanks  were  well  seicured,  by  the  extent  of  the 
marches  oft  both  sides  of  the  river/'  *. ;.  .i .  .1 
'Mr,  Thomson  has  foiind  out,  that  geteenl 
R<)ss,  while  on  his  march,  a;voided  an. engag<!# 
mentwithan  inferior  number  of  American  tfopps; 
Having  previously  staled  the  > Irtish  i  force ) it 
««:about  6000  regulars,  seaaoen,  i  and  manMa/f 
biiing  1000  more  ^han  Mn  O'Connor,  andSKMb 
ititai^than  doctor  Smith  ntakei^  themvJVfvi^Bbdi^ 
$6a  says  i-^^^  'The  enemy  appibached*  ihdiwoodi* 
yabd^  ir^positioh  tilj  smiles  only  fibm^  the  citjf^Mid 
«t^  which  general  Winder's  forces  ^ere  drsai^  mp. 
Ithtm  consisted  of  abovt  5000  mcti;  >and  ofietaril 
l>attU  to  the  Britiih  troops.  'But  generedpRoas^ 
upon  readiit¥g  the  neighbourhood  '4)f  iNbttiiqp- 
han^  tu^ed^o  his  right;  and  todk: the 'road  to 
Maryborough,  upon  which  general  Winded  fell 
back  to  Batt^ian  Old  Fields,  about  eight  miles 

*  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  706. 
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Jrom  the  city."  *    To  make  it  appea(r,  ako,  that 
the  British  were  actuallj  pursued^  be,  in  the  veif^ 
next  paragraph^   declares,  that   ^^  sereijBil  pro* 
soners''  were:  taken.      As! general  Ross,  aftte 
stating  the  landing  of  the  army,  says  merely  >ff 
*'  Oil  the  21st  it  reached  Nottingham/^  we  should 
hare  only  the  improbability  of  the  things  tQ 
oppdse  to  Mn  Thomson's  gasconade,  had  not 
general  Wilkinson  touched  upon  the  subjedk; 
^^  On*  the  morningof  the  22id/'  s^ys  the  general^ 
^  the  cavalry  of  Laval  and  Tilghman,  say  300 
men,  with  the  regular  troops,  under  lieutenantr 
colonel  Scott,. tabout  400  strong,  wer€^;ord€fiqd 
to  advance  towards  Nottingham,   and?  rebcibfi) 
Odea's  hodsei:  where  they  were  s4oa  followed.bi^ 
mifjor  Feter,  with  six  6-poiinders,  fiying  artiir 
Jfary^  and  a  detacjhment  of  about  2&0  stl^ctfuevii 
Owieral  Rc^ss  marched  f«om  !NottiQgl)9iu»:  th0 
'sine  momiag,,  by  the  chapel  roisd: leading, ;|0 
Af aiiborough .;;  and^  on  discoverifl^  tb^y  Aodjifit- 
«fm  troops,  made  a  detachment  to  his;  J^ft  ..to 
vieeti  diemt  wluch  advanced  to  the  foot  of  th^ 
lull.' near  ^rOden's:  boilse^  when  the  Ameri^9 
tiMipsr^/backy  and  the  enemy  resuned  tbwr 
mimh^. "fi^iii"  .^  i  {. *.  •.  •.-  ,'.ii»-:      j'^i 

/.  On  ithef  jfteisQOon  of  the  asd^  genctral  Romi 
witfi  th6:tre0ps^:;arrived,  and  encamped,  at  tb^ 
ttowBibf  l^per  Majrlhorough»  situiate  labout  foqr 

f  WilkitiMn'8  VUbu  Vei.  L  ^  m. 
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miles  up  the  western  branch  of  the  Patoxent 
The  nen«  therefore^  after  having  been  nearly 
three  months  on  board  ship,  had,  in  less  than 
three  dajs^  marched  40  miles ;  and  that  in  the 
month  of  August^  when  the  sultriness  of  the  eli* 
inate  could  scarcely  be  tolerated.     We  may  form 
some  idea  of  the  military  obstacles  that  migta 
have  prif^sented  themselves  during  the  march,  by 
the  observations  of  general  Wilkinson.     '^  Not  a 
single  bridge/'  says  he,  ^'  was  broken ,  not  a  cause- 
wiay  destroyed,   not  an  inundation  attempted, 
not  a  tree  fallen,  not  a  rood  of  the  road  ob* 
stroeted,  nor  a  gun  fired  at  the  enedny,  in  a 
march  of  near  40  miles,  from  Benedict  to  Upper 
Marlborough,  by  a  route  on  which  there  are  !• 
or -a  dozen  difficult  defiles;  which,  with  a  few 
hour's  labour,  six  pieces  of  light  artillery ,,^06 
infantry  I  300  riflemen^  and  60  dragoons,  might 
hsLxe  beew  defianded  against  any  force  that  coaU 
approach' them:  such  is  the  narrowness^  tift 
Toad,  the  profundity  x>f  the  ravines,  tjbe  st«e|M- 
nebs- of  the  acclivities,  and  theeharpnesaof  the 
Yidge»/-^     While  general  Ross  and  bis  men  wM 
Msiing  tliemsehes  at  U<^>per  MarlboroM^^:' 
rel  Winder  and  his  army,  now  Joined  by*- 
mo^iW  Samey  and  the  men  of  hie  fiotiUa^  ^titere 
lying  at  their  eiicampment  at-  the'  long  'iOld 
Fidds^,  <mly  ^ht  niilefr  didiant.     With  %h»  full 
knowledge  of  what  a  fjntigujiig  march  the  British 

«  WiUuoseB'i  Mttn.  YoL  h  ^  759. 
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liad  maide,  the  hero  of  La  Colle  mill  declares, 
that  general  Ross^  with  his  ^*  4  or  5000  veteran 
troops,  ought  to  have  marched  upon  and  ronted" 
general  Winder.^     The  latter,  however,  '^  rashly 
kept  his  position  during  the  night;"  and,  oa 
the  next  morning,   the  American  troops  were 
reviewed  by  Mr.  Madison,  ^^  their  commander- 
in-chief,  whose  martial  appearance  gladdened 
every  countenance  and  encouraged  every  h^art/'* 
Soon  after  the  review,  a  detachment  from  the 
Ameiican  army   advanced  along  the  road  to 
Upper  Marlborough;   and,  after  exchanging.^ 
lew  shots  with  the  British  skirmijshers,  f^U  back 
fa  the  main  body. 

On  the  niorningof  the  23d,  rear-adnodral  Cock- 
iMirn,  having  left  at  Pig-point»  directly  opposite 
to  -  thf^  western  branch,-]:  the  marines  of  the  sbips^ 
Tun^er:  captain  Rpbyns,  and  two  divisions  of  the 
boatf^  crossed  over,  with  the  third  division^  to 
MounlCf^lvert ;  and  proceeded)  liiy land,  to  the 
.3i?!tii^l).'encampuatJ8<it.  (at:  Upp^.v Maryborough. 
:T^k^  UtdQ :  ^ppositipo,  experi^ncQ^ '  by  the  army 
in  its  w^rck.frx^m  Jplenedict^  and  the  complete 
snowMfB^th^A  h|td.  attended  the  expedition  fsigainst 
ccmjnfj^^  .determined:  msgor- 

genera).  ,R^>sa , tp.  make^  an,  immedia[|e  atteoupt 
jupioa .  lihe  xity  of  Wasbingtoiit .  distant    from 
Upperi  M vlborougli  .not  m^ore  tl|an  16  mile/s. 
,    At  tl|e  desjire  of  the.majorngeneral,  the  marine 
*  Wilkioson'i  Mem.  YpL  I.  p.  766*   ^  See  Phte  V, 
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and  naTal  forces  at  Pig-point  were  moved  over 
to  Mount  Calvert;  and  the  ship-marines,  marinei^ 
artillery,  and  a  proportion  of  seamen,  joined  thi 
army  at  Upper  Marlborough.  It  is  now  time 
to  give  the  numbens  of  the  British,  so  fearlessly 
approaching  the  metropolis  of  the  United  States. 
Fortunately,  the  only  American  account  which 
pretends  to  any  accuracy  upon  that  point, 
supplies  us  with  the  necessary  information.  , 

''Those,"  says  Dr.  Smith,''  who  had  the  best 
opportunities  of  counting  them,  (the  British,) 
calculated  that  their  whole  number  was  about 
4000 ;  and  this  calculation  is  warranted  by  the 
incidents  in  the  field.^'*  He  then  states,  that 
the  British  army^  under  major-general  Ross,  was 
distributed  into"  three  brigades ;  the  first  bri* 
gade,  commanded  by  colonel  Brooke^  of  the 
44th;  and<$ompdsed  of  the  4th  and  44th  fo- 
ments ;  •  the '  secofid  brigade^  coikimanded  by 
colonel  'Patte^on,  of  the  aist  regiment^'  a]i(i 

t  V 

composed  of  that  sregiment,  the  second  battaiiiM 
of  marines^  and  the  tihip^maliiies  mudisr  cikpcsln 
Robyns ;  the  third'  iit^facfe,  conofmanded  *  bjr 
eoloMl  Tbortilon,  of 'th^  SStfa'  Ughr^infatofiy^, 
and  oenipo««d  "^f  that' jhegimeht ^  the^  li^hf  oolil^ 
pfrtiies -of 'tbe^  4th^  ^ Ist^  aiid  44tb'  r^giniente,  efM 
compahy  ^  marine  skiriniishers;  a  detaicbiMtt 
of  coldniirit  inMines,^  alsor  of  royal  artilliery^  with 
two 3«{io^tidets  and  ab^witser,  and! a  par%y  of 

«  Hiitorjr  of  tbe  United  States,  YoL  Ilh  p.  29S. 
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seameit  and  engineens,  with  /rockets.*  '  LeaViii|^ 
captain  Robyn^,  with  the  maiines  of  the  shipa^' 
in  possession  o£  Upp^r  Marlborough,  iii^)or» 
general  RiMs  and  rear-admiral  Cockburn,  with 
the  troops,  marines,  and  aeamen,  whose  number; 
notwithstanding  the  absence  of  captain  Robjns 
and  his. party,  we  will  still  state  at  4000j^  moved 
forward,  on  the  evening  of  the  33d ;  and^  before 
dark,  anrived,  and  bivouacked  for  the:  night,  at 
a  spot  five  miles  nearer  to  Washington.^    . 

As  if  by  concert,  the  American,  army  retired 
from  the  long  Old  Fields,  about  the  same  time 
that   the   British   army  advanced  from  Upper 
Marlborough;   the  patroles of  the  latter  actu- 
ally occupying,  before  midnight,   ther  groaod 
which  the  former  had  abandoned*    The  ^Aqueri- 
can  wmy  did  not  stop  till  it  reacbed  W^^hing- 
ton ;  where  it  encamped,  for  the  night,  near  the 
nwr-yrird.'^t    On  the  same  evenh^,  4]pwai«b  of 
SOOO  (tmoops.  arrived,  at  Bladensbuiig  from  Bal- 
timoravc  At-  day-light  on  the  morning  of  the 
^^mi  general  Ross  put  his  troops  in  motion  for 
Bladinsbnrg,'!)' miles '  from  his  camp;  and, 
having  halted  by  the  way,  arrived  at  the  heights 
focing  the  village  ab6tit  hMf-past  11  o'clock^  § 
Whil^;  <^e  British  troops  ai^;|eNtiiig^tl;h€)paf^|^, 
and  preparing  for  the  attack,  we  wi||N«&dMirour 

«  Hist  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  III.  p.  298. 
f  §ee  Plate  Y.     %  ^^iinson's  Mem.  VoL  I.  p.  757. 
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to  place  before  the  reader,  the  force  ^  hich  thejr^ 
had  to  overcome,  before  they  could  enter  the 
metropolis  of  the  United  States.  r 

;  ^^  The  armj  under  general  Minder^''  says 
doctor  Smith,  '^  consisted  of  :-*- 

<^  United  States' dragoons     •        -        -        -        140 

Marylmid  ditto         -        •        -        •      '  •        940 

District  of  Colnralria  ditto  -        -        -  50 

Yirginia  ditto  .        .        -        -      ...     100 

5S0 

Regular  infantry      '•        .        .        •        -         500 

Scikmen  and  marines  -        ,        .        .        600 

1100-  ■■ 

Stansbury's  brigado  of  militia  -        •      1553 

Sterrett^s  regiment,  ditto  ^        .        -        500 

Baltimore  artillery,  ditto  .        .        .        150 

nnkiieyl  battalion,  ditto  -       '•        .        150 

SmltVs  bh^ade,  ditto    '     -  -        -  -  1070 

•   Cramer's  battalion,  di^b  •    .        -  •        240     - 

Waring's  detadunent,  ditto  -        «.   :  .        150       ' 

Ms^f^iard's  dittq^ittp        i>  *  <     ^:  •        150      .  j  ,. 

— ino 

'  Bi^U's  and  HUdd^  n^lMeut  of  ditto        '  -       SCO  •      '*- 

'   YolnntaerDoipif;   '•:'$    ••  •      -.  ;'--• :,; -i*'    350.  -fj:: 

XatfdatBIadenabfrg.  ,  •'.  .  SM8:i 

v"  ■    :.    ,  ,      ^^fhoHft^         ......    .  :y 

lr6nii^brigad*'«riiiilKto    ';  •   '■.■■'*■      4S0        '* 

•MiMi'»'Yii|^i»corpa'    •        ^'  '    >.      •>     -600    '  . 

.^^1050 

Grand  Total.      ..      7598« 
♦  Hist,  of  th^  U.  8.  Vol.  III.  p.  «Q7. 
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According  .to  general  Armstrong's  lettejr  to 

the  editor  of.  the  ^'^  Baltimore  Patriot,^'  of  Sep^p 

tember  3,  general  Winder  had,  under,  hisroom^ 

tnand^  .exclttsiye  of  the   15000  militia  ;he  .was 

directed   to  call  oHt,  «s  many  regillar  troops 

and  seamen,    as  would; make   bis  total  force, 

when  assembled,  ^'    16300   men/'     '^  General 

•Winder ,''  proceeds  doctor  Smith,  ^'  after  :t be 

battle,    reported    his'  forces    at    about    50G0 

men ;  *  .  i^early^  52600  less   than    appears    from 

Ibe '  precieding   detail/'f    Nor  has  the.  general 

giTMi  anj"  account:  of  his  artillery  ;  although  we 

4ad  that  f^  the  American  army  hlidv  on  the  field, 

not .  fewer  than  23  pieces,  varying,  from  "6  to 

X&-p6uBders.''  f     This  army  was  drawn  <  «p^  in 

two  lines,  upon  very  commanding  heights,  on 

jlilua  norlh  of  ^  the   turnpike-road  leading  irom 

filadensburg  to  Washington ;  and,  as  'm  ^ddi« 

^ioflal  incitement  to  glory  on  the  part .  of ^  the 

American  .troops, .  their  president  was.  on  the 

;£rid.  yJ^  Every  eye/'   says,  general  Wilkinson^ 

^^ae  immediately  .turned  upon  the  chief;  every 

^HasojBi   tbro,bbed  with <  confidence;  and  everj 

»erve    vras    strung,   with  : valor.    .  No    doubts 

Ar^mained  with  the  troops  thkt,.  in  'their  chidT 

m^agislrate   *t hey    beheld,  their  commander4n«* 

"^faief^  who,  like  another  Maurice,. having,  by  ibia 

irresolution  in  council,  exposed  the  country. to 

Hbe  chances  and  accidents 'Of  a<  general  engage*- 

-     *.  Api^*  Nou  06.  t  Hist. of  flie^U^-S*  YoU ilL-  p*  297. 
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ntent,  had  now  come  forward  -to  repair  the 
error,  by  his  activity  in  the  field ;  determined  to 
throw  himself  into  the  gap  of  danger^  and  not 
to^urvive  the  honor  'of  his  country;  eiqpeciidly^ 
entrusted  to  his  guardianship/'*  .^ 

r  The  affair^ — for  it  hardly  deserves  the  namt 
of  battle, — of  Bladensburg,  may  be  given  intbt 
words  of  general  Wilkinson ;  assisted  by  a  refei^ 
enc^  toihis  own  diagram. f  *^  The. enemy ^-^tllyt 
the  general,  ^^  made  the  attack  with  their  light 
brigade ;  the  right  wing,  led  by  colonel  Brooke^ 
of  the  44th  regiment,  and  the  left  by  colonel 
Thornton,  of  the  65th.  They  crossed  the  bridge 
in  disorder,  and  diiet  skirmishers  advanced  in 
loose  order,  and  forced  the  battery  and  rifle^pM)* 
in  h,  i.  .  The  right  wing  formed  in  u,  u^  and 
follow^  the  skirmisherxf  througk>  the  com-^fidd^ 
jE»y/>/and  the  orchard,  9,  9,  and  over  the  ficU^ 
forward  ^f  the  tobacco-house,  it*.  Captain 
Doughty ,''  (with  a  cofps  of  riflemen,)  ^^  formed 
in  /,.gavea  few  fires,  and  retired  with  the  reest 
of  the  :troops ;.  and  .the  enemy  pursued  tortfae 
fonce  14,'  14;  while  our  troops  generally  >Mih 
treated,"  proceeds  the  general,  >*  by  nv  R^  ^J^ 
Before  we  proceed  to  detail  the  operations.'  of 
colonel  Thornton^s  wing,  «*  little  explanation^ 
as! to  numbers,  may  be  necessary.  Thti  Axntri* 
can  force,  thus  routed  by^about  750<iiank  and 
file  of  the  4th  and  44th  regiments,  including  :t 
.  •  WiUiiiMoB'i  Menu  VoL  I*  p*  791.        f  SeePlateVI. 
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locket^partj,' coDsirted  of,  regular  and  miUtia 
dagobosi  ^0;    major  Pinkney's  battatton  of 
milkiartiflemeii^  150 ; .  Donghty's  riflemen,  num« 
l)er .  not  w  .stated ;   Stansbury's    militia-brigade, 
1353  4    Sterret  8  militia^regiment,  500;    Baltic 
mare  aitiUery^   with   six   pieces,*  150;    major 
t^Bters,  with  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  lieutenant* 
eolonel  Scott,   with  the  36th    United    States' 
regiment^    together,  500  ;f    Burch's    artillery, 
with  four  pieces.:}:  number  of  men  not  given ; 
Sviith's  ttiiiitia  brigade,  1070 :  total  4000  men, 
and  16  pieces  of  artiHery.     It  is  fortunate  that 
'We  h^ye  American  testimony  for  the  extraor-- 
4inary  accent  here  given^ 
*   Riequesting  the  reader  a^in  to  turn  to  the 
^i^ram,   we  will,    with    general   Wilkinson's 
assistance,  narrate  the  pibceedings  of  the  re- 
mainder of  the-  Britiilh  and   American  forces. 
^^  Colonel  Thornton,"  isays  he,  *^  u  ith  the  left 
wing,  pushed  up  the  turnpike-road,  and  wasr 
about  to  attack  the  '5th  regiment,  in  flank,  when 
it  gate  way^    There  were  a  great  many  com-" 
manders  this  day,  andy  among  them,>  not  the 
least  dv^erning,  colonel  Wadsworth ;  who,  to 
avoid  interference  with  others,  and  render  what 
service  he  could,  had  prepared,  and,  with  a  few 
hands,  brought  forward,  two  field-pieces  to  t,  f , 
on  the  turnpike,  with  intention' to  open  and 

*  See  Plate  VI.  A.*  +  Ibid.  9  and  10. 

X  Ibid.  O.  • 
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maintain  a  retreating  fire  upon  the  co 
the  enemy   as  it  advanced;  which,  ^ 
flanks   were  secure,  would  undoubted 
retarded,  galled,  and  cut  them  sensib 
after  the  first  shot,  which  will  be  found 
under-work  of  the  bridge,  his  men  int 
the  wrong  end  of  the  cartridge,  and,  in 
drawing  it  to  get  it  out,  depressed  the  n 
the  piece  until  the  trail  and  wheels  ovei 
and,  by  this  time,  the  enemy  was  so  m 
oblige  them  to  flee  for  safety.    Seeing  tt 
on  his  right  give  way,  colonel  Thornton  m 
crossed  the  conduit,  and  ascended  the  i 
side  of  the  ravine ;  but  was  so  warmly 
by     commodore    Barney's    batteiy    c 
18  pounders  at  4,*  that,  after  some  p 
fluctuation,  he  turned  to  his  left,  and  ji 
in  a  field  in  2,  3,  where  he,  for  a  fev 
combated  a  valorous  little  band  of  tl 
corps,    commanded    by    captain  Ml 
three  12-pounders,  in  3,  and  the  flotf 
commodore  Barney^  in  5,  A ;  which 
to  incline  to  his  left^  and  endeavour 
American  right,  by  a  wood,  in  2, 2, 
he  was  met  by  colonel  Beall,  who 
under  the  summit  of  a    conical  b 
General  Wilkinson  then  introduce; 
from  colonel  Beali ;  from  which  w< 
after  firing  a  few  rounds,   the  ? 

»  Sec  Plate  VI. 
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^^g^osent,  toch  to  ^eir  heels.    After  a  resistance) 
^^bich,  GiHUpared  10  the  behaviour  of  tile  Ame*' 
ncHh  traopii  in  general)  mfty  be  ternied^ganafit, 
t-ne  }fllotillft-inen  and  marines  retreated  ^^  leaving 
txpbii  the  fietil,  th^ir  commanders,  commodore 
fiatney  and  captain  Milter,  severely  wounded?  t' 
^nd  wbo^  alotog  with  their  gtfns/  fell  into  tfae 
hands  of  the  British.     Without  considering  that' 
toe  Ametiican*  right:  was  reinforced  by  it»  re* 
treating  leftvbf  Ihd'Britis'h  left  by  its  advancing 
rig^t,  we  m^y,  state  the  relative  numbers,  a^this- 
mdof  the  field;  as  T5Q  British  and  3500  Ame*< 
ftoans*.    Ten  pieces  of  cannon  weil-e  taken  }  but 
^ot  above  19Q.prisonersk;.*  "owiug/^  says  rear- 
ed th^l    Cookburli^^^  to    tlie  s^wiftness    with' 
v^%ikllt<the  enemy  Went  oC  and  the  fatigue  our 
tfirtty  4ad  -previously   rihiSergone/'  \    The  re* 
tir^atiitg  AttS^an  tik)(i^»  |)rooeede^^   with^  4II 
I^cist^   I^Owllfdtf  Washington;    and.  the  British- 
tiP^^bopsV  iiMluiAtng  the  ;rear*divisioti5  which  had^^ 
jU.9tal;'tb^A)loi96  of  the  short  scuffle^  arrivi^d  upon 
l^€i  gft>uAd;  halted^  to' take  some  refrcDstihient/ 
-    Hadtt'tiot  been  for  the  American  artiUery^ 
Arc  losfiB  of  the  British  would  have  foeeii  Very- 
tntiitig'j'  We4nd24tiieces  marked  upon  geiie«- 
t»l  Wiikinson*«'  (fiagram.f      Those  at  h  com« 
iHl^tcly    enfiladed  the  bridge,   and    were   ve»y 
destructive  to  the  advancing  column.     Under 

♦  App.  No,  66*  +  App.  No,  63* 

t  See  Plate  VI.  A,  o,  10,  4,  3, 1 1. 

>OI-»    JI.  V 
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these  circumstances,  the  British  loss  amounted 
to,  one  captain,  two  lieutenants,  five  Serjeants, 
and  56  rank  and  file,  killed ;  two  lieutenant-^ 
colonels,  one  major,  one  captain,  14  lieutenants, 
two  ensigns,   10  sei^eants,   and  155  rank  and 
file,  wounded ;  total,  64  killed,  185  wounded : 
grand   total,  249.     Of  the  American   loss   we 
have  no  very  accurate  account.    Mr.  Thomson, 
in  the  single  instance  of  the  Bladensburg  battle, 
does  not  say  a  word  on  the  subject.     Doctor 
Smith  says : — ^^  General  Winder  supposed  that 
the  loss  of  his  army  was  from  30.  to  40  killed, 
and  from  50  to  60  wounded.*     It  is  believed^ 
however,  that  this  is  a  large  computation ;  jfbr 
doctor  Catlet,  the  attending  surgeon,  stated  the 
killed  at  10  or  12 ;  and  the  wounded,  some  of 
whom    died,    at    30."  f     As    the  British    two 
3-pounders  and  howitzer,  being  stationed  near 
to  €,    in  Bladensburg  village,  were   of  little 
Sjervice ;  and,  as  the  Americans  did  Hot  stay  to 
receive  many  rounds  of  musketry,  nor  one  thrust 
of  the  bayonet,  their  trifling  loss  is  by  no  means 
extraordinary.     Without  wishing  to  exult  over 
a  fidlen  foe,  we  may  express  our  surprise,  that 
the  classical  ground,  j:  in  the  'neighbourhood  of 
which  ^'  the  meritorious  conquerors  of  Tecum* 
seh,''§    among  other  American    troops,    were 
drawn  up,  should  have  failed  to  inspire  them. 

•App.  No.  66.     i  Hist,  of  the  U.  States, Vol.  III.  p.  398. 

J  Thermopylae,  Tiber,  &c. 

§  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  770;  and  our  Vol.  I.  p.  394.  — 
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^W'ith  a  portion  of  that  **  Roman/'  or,  in  reference 
to  "  American/'  **^  secand  degree  valor,**  spoken 
of  hy  an  American  congress-man.^ 

What  became  of  Mr.  Madison  ?  is  a  question 
the  reader  is,  n(^  donbt^  anxious  to  have  solved. 
We  shall  here  quote,  and  let  it  be  understood 
that  we  are  quoting,  the  words  of  an  American 
Writer : — '^  Not  all  the  allurements  of  fame,  not 
istll  the  obligations  of  duty,  nor  the  solemn  invo- 
cations of  honor,  could  excite  a  spark  of  courage : 
'the  love  of  a  life  which  had  become  useless  to 
inaakind,  and  served  but  to  embarrass  the  public 
OoUncils,  and  prejudice  the  public  cause,  stifled 
t:he  vmoe  of  patriotism,  and  prevailed  over  the 
love  6f  glory;  and,  at  the  very  first  shot;  the 
irrenibling  coi^atd,  with  a  faltering  voice,'  ex- 
daimfd:-^>  Come,  general  Armstrongs  come, 
4Colonci  Munro ;  let  us  go,  and  leave  it  to  the 
<3bm'mi^ding  general/?^  f      According  to  the 
-testioiony  of  Mr.  William  Simmons,  one  of  the 
^witnesiies  eiainlined  by  the  American  committee 
y>f  investigation^  assm1:>led  in  consequence  of 
"the  capture  of  Washington,  the  American  pre- 
i^ident,  the  attorney-general,  and  secretaries  of 
'^ivar  and  state,  were  indebted  to  his  informa- 
-tiion,  for  not  having   fallen  into   the  hands  of 
uajor-generai    Ross,     rear-admiral    Cockburn, 
colonel  Thornton,  and  a  number  of  staff-officers-, 
M^ho,  in  their  undress  coats,  had  entered  Bla- 

«  See  p.  ?5.      f  Wilkinson^s  Memoirs,  YoL  I.  p.  783. 

u2 
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deosburg,  hy  a  circuitous  roiite,  unobserved  by 
any  but  M n  Simmons.  A  delay  of  five  minutes 
would,  it  appears,  have  placed  the  commander*- 
in«€hief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  Suites,  and 
the  whole  executive  corps,  in  tfie  hands  of  tfaiQ 


:  Europeans^  often  to  their  cost,  read  accounfii 
#f  the  fine  rich  land  to  be  met  with,  in  almost 
all  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  matter  dl 
equal  policy,  to  show  the  existence  of  nMrkets 
eapable  of  carrying  off  the  abundant  produce  of 
90  fruitful  a  soil :  therefore^  most  plans  of  towns 
to  cities  sent  to  Europe,  from  the  United  States, 
have  their  sites  ready  covered  with  alt  tltfi 
streets,  which  even  a  century  may  not  sc;e  built« 
We  have  now  before  us  a  kirge  folding^  ndstp  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  with  all;  its  squauMs 
filled  up  in  black,  xesembliog  a  .miip  q£ 
London,  rather  than,  of .  Liverppc^  ^Iwkick  it 
saarcely  reaches  in  population*  It  watt  not, 
then,  surprise  the  reader,  that  the  city  of 
Washington,  or,  as  the  bard  of  Lalla  Rookh  oaCe 
sang,—- 

<^  This  famed  metrbpolifi,  where  Fancj  sees 
Squares  m  morasses,  ohelbks  in  trees; 
Which  traTelUng  fools  and  gaz^teers  adoniy 
With  shrines  nnbuilt,  and  heroes  jet  nnbom  */* 

§ 

covering,  as  it  does,  about  eight  i^quare  miies  of 
ground,  should  contain  no  more  than  4pO  houses; 
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less^  than  is  te  be  found  in  a  siiigle  street' 
of  London^* 

^  As  aoon  as  the  troops  were  refreshed,  general 

9ow  and  rtor-admiral  Cockbum,  *^  with  1000 

men/^f  nioved  fiirward  fromBladensburg;  andy 

at  alMiut  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  artiyed 

at  an  open  piece  of  ground,  two  miles  j:  from  the 

^deral  city.    The  troops  were  here  drawn,  np^ 

irhile   major-general  Ross^  rear-admiral  €ock«« 

born,  and  set eral  other  officers,  accompanied  bj  ft 

Bmall  guard,  rode  forward  to  reconnoitre.  .  Q]| 

«riiviDg  opposite  to  some  houses,  the  party  halted; 

land,  just  as.  the  officers  had  closed  each  other,  in 

order  to  consult  whether  or  not  it  would  be 

prudeiit  to  enter  the  heart  of  the  city  that  nighty 

an.  ToUey  was  fired  from  the  windows  of  one  of  two 

^^djoining  houses,  and  from  the  capitol ;  §  which 

"volley  killed  one  soldier,    and  general  Ross'a 

Jborse   from   nnder   him,    and   wounded  three 

soldiers.  ||      Rear-admiral   Cockburn   instantly 

Yode    back .  to   the    detachment,    stationed  ia 

advauice ;  and    soon    returned  with   the  light 

companies.    The  house  was  then  surrounded  { 

aind,  after  some  prisoners  had  been  taken  from 

St,  II  set  on  fire ;  the  adjoining  house  fell  with  it> 

nrhe  capitol,  which  was  contiguous   to   these 

^  Strand.        f  History  of  the  United  States,  To].  III.  p.  294. 

:l  Wiikinson^s  Memoirs,  Vol.  I.  p.  71>1.        §  App.  No.  03. 

B  Poulsofi's  Philadelphia  paper^  of  August  29,  1814i» 
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houses^  and  which^as  ^^  capable  of  being  made 
an  impregnable  citadel  against  an  einemj,  with^ 
little  artillerjs  and  that  of  tbe  lighter  clasft,"* 
was  also  set  on  fire.  The  ^'  capitol  containing, 
the  senate-chamber,  representative-hall,  supreme 
court-room,  congressional  library,  and  legisla- 
tive archives  ;^  f  these  rooms^  /^  or  pubJic  build- 
ings,^^ as  many  of  our  London  journalists  have 
called  them,  could  not  otherwise  •  than  share 
the  fate  of  the  building  of  which  they  formed 
part.  . 

Scarcely  had  the  flames  burst  out  from  the 
capitol  and  th^  two  contiguous  houses,  than  an 
awful  explosion  announced,  that  the  Americans 
were  employed  upon  the  same  business  in  the 
lower  part  of  the  city.  By  this  time  the  re* 
mainder  of  the  British  forces  from  Bladensbui^ 
liad  arrived  at  the  encampment.  At  about  half- 
past  10,  after  a  party  had  been  sent  to  destroy 
the  fort  and  public  works  at  Greenleaf's  point, 
major-general  Ross,  and  rear-admiral  Cookburn, 
each  at  the  head  of  a  small  detachment  of  men, 
numbering,  together,  not  more  than  200,  %  pro- 
ceeded down  the  hill  towards  the  president's 
palace.  Finding  it  utterly  abandoned,  and 
hearing,  probably,  that  a  guard  of  soldiers,  with 
^^  two  pieces  of  cannon,  welI<-mounted  on  travel* 

*  History  of  (he  United  States,  Vol.  III.  p.  396.    +  Ibid.  294. 
J  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  79U 
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^^ng  carriages;^^  *  had  been  stationed  at^  and  but 
x-«cently  fled  irom^  this  the  American  ^'com* 
^^nmnder-in-chief^s'^  head-quarters,  the  British 
jBaosed  it  to  be  set  on  fire.  A  log-hut,  under 
fisimilar  circumstances,  would  have  shared  the 
iate^  apd  the  justice  of  the  measure  not 
disputed.  Why,  then,  in  a  country  where 
•-*  equality  of  rights'^  is  daily  preached  up^ 
should  the  palace  be  held  more  sacred  than  the 
<x>ttage?  The  loss  of  the  one  falls^  where  it 
r<iughty  upon  the  nation  at  large ;  the  loss  of  the 
other) — a  lamentable  case,  at  all  times, — solely 
vpon  the  individual  proprietor.  Had  generals 
^rmMrong  and  M'Clure  consulted  this  principle, 
%he  village  of  Newark  would  have  remained 
xindestroyed ;  and  the  feelings  of  humanity  not 
have  been  so  outraged  as  they  still  are,  at  the 
hare  recital  of  that  atrocious  proceeding.    . 

To  the  buildings  containing  the  treasury  and 
war  offices^  the  torches  of  the  conquerors  were 
next  applied.  On  arriving  opposite  to  the  office 
of  the  ^V  National  Intelligencer^^'  the  American 
governnient*paper,— whose  editor,  Mr.  Gales,  a 
British  subject,  had  been  giving  currency  to  the 
grossest  falsehoods  against  the  British  comman- 
ders in  the  Chesapeake,  and  against  the  British 
character  iii  general, — rear-admiral  Cockburn 
observed  to  the  inhabitants  near  him^  that  he 

*  Testimorty  of  Mr.  Wm.  Simmons^  before  the  Americaii 
committee  of  inrestigation. 
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toiifit  destroy  it.  On  being  fold,  ll6Vi^«^6Mll9t 
adljoinin^  builditigs  ^ouldbeliMjT.tO  tal^^.fij^j 
Uedesisted#  The  rear-i4inira:l,  tW^,  wi^l^dg  th(9 
tnhabil^aots  ^  good  .night V  and  astiuri^g  tbem 
that  private  property  and  persons  ^lioi|ld^..be 
lespected,  departed  to  his  quarters  on  tbe  capi? 
toUbilL  Early  on  the  next  morning  the  rear* 
^niiaLwan.  seen  walking  about  the  city»  accomw 
pdnied  by  three  soldiers  only*  Indeed,  general 
WiUiirison  says  :«*^^^  A  single  c^ntinel^  who  IukI 
b^p. accidentally  left  pn  post  near  the  office  of 
t^e  National  intelligencer^  kept  undistwbjBid 
possession  of  the  central  part  of  the  met^opoUs, 
imtil  the  next  morning;  of  M^bioh  there,  are 
teveral  living  vritnesaes/^  *  At  ^this  tiniet  teo^  H 
Appears,  an  American  ^^  forcei  of  more  than  4000 
eombatauilii^V  was  posited  upoft  the  heighta  of 
Georgetown,^  which  is  a  continuation  oif  th0 

■ 

tity  to  the  westward,   . 

o .  Puring  the  mornipg  of  the  2dthj|,the  secretary 
ef  state's  office  waa  burnt,  and  the  types  and 
printing  materials  of  the  government-paper  were 
destroyed.  A  serious  accident  had:  happened  to 
tHe  party  sent  to  Greenleaf^s-poibt.  /Some 
powder,  iX)ncealed  in  a  well,  accidentally  toc^ 
fire,  killing  12,  and  wounding  30,  o^qerB  »pd 
ment  Three  extensive  rope-walks,  at  some  di^^i 
tahce  frofn  the  city,  were,  by  the  British,  entirely 
consumed ;  and  so  was  an  immense  quantity  of 
♦  Wilkiuspji's  Mem,  VoL  !•  p»  7^1, 
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s  Bi9U-aru»  BfBd  heaver  D|idnai|ce ;  *  as  well  as  the 
Ig^r^^  bri^ge^  across;  the  Potomac  :f  a.  yety 
»ru4!ent  ip^itary  measare^  esipecially  as  the  Afliei- 
had  themselves  destroyed  the  two  firidgte 
^nosjBHig  ^e  eastern  brancl^vt  A  pdrtj^  under 
«!rsap^n  .Wainwright,  of  the  Tonnant^  destroyed 
a^he  few  stores  and  buildings  in  the  navy-yard, 
vvhich  had  escaped  the  flamei^of  the  preceding 
laight.,  As  the  British  were  in  haste  to  be  gonci 
stnd  as  the  vessels,  even  could  they  have  been 
floated  in  safety  down  the  Potomac^  were  mt 
^vanted  by  ns,  it  was  very  considerate  in  tha 
jj^merican  government  to  order  the  destructioa 
^f  tlie  frigate^  of  1600  tons,  that  was  nearly, 
xeady  to  be  launched,  and  of  the  fine  sloop^ 
q£  war,  Argus^  f*eady  for  sea ;  and  whose  90 
S^^ipunderf-  would  have  assisted  so  powerfully 
iji  defending  the  entrance  to  the  city  by  the 
lower  bridge.  According  to  the  official  estimateof 
*'  the  public  property  destroyed,^^J  the  valuehaa 
been  much  over-rated.  It  appears  not  to  have 
exceeded  1624280  dollars,  or  ^65463  sterling. 
.  With  respect  to  private  property,  we  have  only 
to  quote  passages  from  American  prints^  to  show 
1)0 w  that  was  treated.  One  newspaper  says  :— 
*.^  The  British  officers  pay  inviolable  respect  to 
private  property,  and  no  peaceable  citizen  is 
molest ed.''§     A  writer  from  Baltimore,  under 

♦  App.  No.  65.        +  See  Plate  V.         J  App.  No.  67, 
^  CQliimbiqii  CenQnel,  August  31it. 


298         MiLITAR^  OCCURRENCES  BBTWEBN 

the  date  of  "  August  27th/^  says :— *^  The  enemf§ 
I  learn,  treated  the  inhabitants  of  Washington 
well/^*    But  what  says  Mr.  Gales,  the  month- 
piece  of  the  government,  he  whose  presses  had 
been  destroyed  and  whose  ^*  types*  had  -been  so 
shamefully  dispersed.**? — **  When  we  remarked,'^ 
says  he,  *^  in  our  paper  of  yesterday,  thatpriTatc? 
property   had,  in  general,   been    scrupulously' 
respected  by  the  enemy  during  his  late  incur- 
sion, we  spoke  what  we  believed,  from  a  hasty 
survey,  and  perhaps  without  sufficient  inquiry. 
Greater  respect  was  certainly  paid  to  private 
property  than  has  usually  been  exhibited  by  this- 
enemy  in  his  marauding  parties.      No  hou«^ 
were  half  as  much  plundered  by  the  enemy^  as 
by  the  knavish  wretches  about  the  town,  who 
profited  by  the  general  distress.    There  w^re, 
however,  several  private  buildings  wantonly  des- 
troyed, and  some  of  those  persons  who  remained 
in  the  city  were  scandalously  maltreated. -'f  We 
are  to  consider  that  this  charge  contains  the 
utmost  that  has  been  alleged  against  the  Britidi 
during  their  20  hours'  occupation  of  .the  metro- 
polis of  the  United  States.     The**  several  private 
buildings,'^  besides  '*  the  dwelling-house  owned 
and  occupied  by  Mr.  Robert  Sewall,  from  be- 
hind which  a  gun  was  fired  at  general  Ross/* 
consisted  of  "a  commodious  dwelling,  belong-* 

*  Boston  paper,  September  1st. 

f   National  intelligencer^  August  Slst. 
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^'Bg  to  tbe  estate  of  general  Washington,  and 
^Z^arrolPs  hotel  :'^  *  the  former  suffered,  from  its 
^^•ntignity  to^  or  absolute  junction  with,  the 
Siouse  from  which  the  firing  had  been  directed ; 
-^rhe  latter^  not  unlikely,  irom  the  act  of  some  6f 
^'  the  knavish  wretches  about  the  town,  who 
jprofited  by  the  general  distress/^     That  the 
Siitish  officers  did  all  they  could  to  secure  the 
Bnhabitaiitt  from  injury,  both  in  their  persons 
mud  properties,  may  be  gathered  from  Mr.  Thom- 
son's acknowledgment,  that, — ^^  the  plunder  of 
individual  property  was  prohibited,  and   sol- 
dier,  transgressing    the   order,   were  severely 
punkhed/'  f 

We  shall  dismiss  this  subject  with  an  American 
statement,  which,  we  trust,  will  set  at  rest  all 
r^Kiaining  doubts.  ^^  The  list  of  plunder  and 
destruction,  copied  from  a  vile  and  libellous 
print  of  that  city,  into  several  federal  papers, 
is  a  gross  and  abominable  fabrication,  known  to 
be  such  by  every  inhabitant.  Most  of  the  pluii- 
der  was  committed  by  rabble  of  the  place,  fos- 
tered among  the  citizens ;  and  from  whose  vil- 
lainy  no  place  is  free,  in  times  of  peril,  and 
relaxation  of  the  law.  The  British  army,  it  is 
no  more  than  justice  to  say,  preserved  a  mode- 
ration and  discipline,  with  respect  to  private 

*  History  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  III.  p.  S95. 
t  Sketches  of  tbe  War,  p.  336. 


^ 


GREAT    BRITAIN   AND  AMERICA. 

^  ing  to  the  estate  of  general  Wtohinrtos,  ant 

^  Carroll's  hotel  r  *  the  former  suffered,  fnw:  n* 

contiguity  to,  or  absolute  junction  ^-xl,  zh- 
\  house  from  which  the  firing  had  been  djrwr^ 

the  latter,  not  unlikely,  from  the  act  oi  MniKr  ^< 
"  the  knavish  wretches  about  the  towii.  »ir. 
profited  by   the  general  distress.''     7  bsit  tK^ 
British  officers  did  all  they  could  to  *^,^irh  tii» 
inhabitants  from  injury,  both  in  \w\r  «f«frwi» 
and  properties,  may  be  gathered  fr^nri  M  r   f  uun- 
son's  acknowledgment,  that.— ^' the  y\v\Mf: 
individual  property  was  prohibit^.  iiii<    • 
diers,    transgressing    the   order,   ii*:«  «r»««it 
punished."  f 

We  shall  dismiss  this  subject  witL  aii  AuMyrmn 
statement,  which,  we  trust,  will  net  at  mn  ^i 
remaining  doubts.    '^  The  livl  of  piuuiier  Mr) 
destruction,  copied  from  a  vik  imd  JimUw.^ 
print  of  that  city,  into  seierad  iedemJ  laNpNie 
is  a  gross  and  abomifiable  ftbracaniim.  AmMiri'f < 
iie  such  by  every  iiihahitaaif,  Mmt  ^  tt<t7fiip 
der  was  committad  lif  raMfe4if'iiiie-|Mac<i.» 
t«rfid  among,  the  cIISmw;  airfl  ffiHiiiMN»«'''        .  > 

•lion, 

l>v  his 
'i  more 
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{>er80Fifi  and  propertji  une^^mpled  in  thie  aftoab 
of  war.^*  ,      J 

At  dight  o'clock  on  the  eTening  pf  the  SStbi 
tlie  British  kft  Washington^  by  the  way  of 
Bladensburg.  Here  such  of  the.  wQQnde^}  49 
could  ride»  or  be  transported  in  carriages,  Were 
provided  with  30  or  40  horses,  12  Caorts:  and 
wi^gons,  one  coachee,  and  several  gigs.  Wiih 
these,  preceded  by  a.  drove  of  60  or  70  cattlei 
the  anny  moved  leisurely  along.  On  the  evea^ 
ing  of  the  29th  it  reached  Benedict,  f  50  oHilM 
from  Washington,  without  a  single  inusiket 
having  been  fired ;%  and,  on  the  following  day» 
re-embarked  in  the  vessels  of  the  fleet.  .  No  com« 
plaints,  that  Xvh  can  discover,  have  bdeii  made 
bgainst  the  British,  during  thesr  t'etreat  acroM 
the  country ;  although,  as  an.  Atnerican  Writef 
has  been  pleased  to  say,  ^*  general  Ross  scarcely 
kept  up  his  order,  sufliciently  to  identify  the  body 
of  his  artny .^^  §  The  Americans  are  yery  diffi* 
cult  to  please.  If  the  British  decline  fighting 
double  the  number  of  American^,  shiness  is  al« 
l^ed  against  them ;  if,  on  the  other  hand, .  they 
not  only  flght,  but  conquer,  as  at  Bladensburg; 
more  than  double  their  number  of  AmeiicaiiSi 
ihey  are  denied  aU  credit*  lit  this  spirit  doctor 
Smith  says  :-^'^  The  success  of  general  Ross,  ia 

^  jGreorgetown  paper,  September  8£h. 

+  See  Plate  V.  t  App,  No.  62. 

§  Hist  of  the  Uoited  States,  Vol.  ill.  p.  299, 
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^Ks^expedition,  cannot  be  ascribed  Ux  the  display 

O/supenbr  nUitary  skill.    It  was  not  doe  to  his 

^oarcej  or  the  deportment  of  his  troops  in  the 

IBeld;     The  resblntion  to  march  an  anhy,  50 

wnUes  into  the  interior  of  a  country  thickly 

mnbabited,  and  in  (he  face  of  another,  of  superior 

^umbers^  afibrds  stiong  proof  of  his  temerity, 

"fctti  none  of  his  prudence.    He  succeeded  against 

mwfBfj  rational  calculation/^  *— How  could  this 

^niter  touch  upon  ^*  deportment  of  troops'^  ?— • 

"We  rather  think,  that  migor-general  Ross  and 

sear-admiral  Cockbum  made  their  *^  ca1cula>» 

^CIdb/^  upon  what  they  coi^ectured  would  be  tha 

^>deportmeAt"  of  the  American  troops;  although 

they  certainly  did  not  expect  quite  so  great  a 

mtttrast  to  '^  temerity/^  as  they  found  upon  the 

fidd  at  Bladensburg. 

AU  the  American  writers  who  have  had  occa-' 
Kioo  to  deplore  the  iate  of  Washington-city,  hayei 
levelled  their  abuse  against  rear-admiral  Cock* 
burn  ;  *^  on'  whoin,"  says  one  of  theni,  ^^  if  the 
safety  of  the  citizens^  dwellings  had  alone  de« 
pended,  they  would:  have  rested  on  a  sleilder 
guarantee.'^  \  How  will  this  writer ;  how  will 
all  the  other  American  writers ;  how  will  the 
British  public  in  general,  receive  the  asMrtion, 
that  rear-admiral  Cockburn  got  blamed  by  his 
commanding  officer^  for  not  having  acted  more 

«  Hist,  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  III.  p.  d99« 
i  Sketches  9f  the  War,  p.  3!:6. 
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in  the  spirit  of  **  retaliation''  than  he  did  ?    This 
brings  us  to  sir  Alexander  Cochrane's  letter,^ 
in  which  that  harsh  word  appears.     It  was  un 
ill -advised  letter ;  serving  only  to  convict  us  of 
a  seeming  intention  to  do  what  we  never  did  do« 
What  "  towns  and  districts'^  upon  the  American 
coast,  did  the  British  '^  destroy  and  lay  waste*'  ? 
Was  Washington  destroyed  and  laid  waste  ?«— 
Was  Alexandria  destroyed  and  laid  waste ?~We 
deny  that  there  was  any  thing  done  at  either  of 
those  places^  unless  it  was  the  behaviour  of  an 
American    naval   commander  at  Alexandria,  f 
that  was  at  all  ^^  contrary  to  the  usages  of  civi- 
lized warfare/'    This  letter  was  just  what  Mr. 
Munro:{:  wanted.     It  enabled  him  to  declaim, 
at  length,  about  *^  the  established  and  known 
humanity    of   the    American    nation." §     The 
chief  of  Mr*  Munro's  unsupported  asisertibtis 
have  already  been  replied  to,  ih  difl^nt  parts 
of  this  work:  we  have,  at  present,  only  to  d<^ 
with  the  paragraph  in  which  he  tells  lis,  that 
'^  in  the  course  of  ten  years  past,  the  capitals 
of  the   principal  powers   of  the  continent  of 
Europe  have   been    conquered   and  occupied, 
alternately,  by  the  victorious  armies  of  ea<ib 
other ;  and  no  instance  of  such  wanton  and  un- 
justifiable  destruction    has    been   seen;"   and 
refers  us  to  distant  ages  for  a  ^*  parallel"  to  onr 

*  App.  No.  68.         +  James's  Naial  Occurrences,  p.  383. 
:J:  Now  preeidcnt  of  the  United  States*      §  App.  No.  69. 


ORBAT   BRITAIN   AND   AMERICA.  90S 

IbefaaTionn    We  will  dismii^  Mr.  Munro  with 

Ahis  question, — ^Did  any  one  of  the  ^^  sovereigns'' 

"Co  whom  he  alludes^  fly  ^*  in  panic  terror'^  ^ 

Aom  one  end  of  his  city,  while  an  enemy  en- 

'tered  the  other  ?   In  his  search  for  a  ^^  parallel/' 

'too,  where  will  he  find^  even  if  he  goes  back  to 

^  distent  and  barbarous  ages,''  that  a  sovereign 

liehaved,   as  we  have  American  testimony  for 

asserting,  that  Mr.  Madison,  ^'  the  commander'- 

in-chief  of  the  armies  of  the  United  States/' 

did  behave,  *  at,  or  rather  before,  the  battle  of 

Bbkdepsburg  ? 

•  But  Mr..Mad]son  himself  must  issue  his  '^  Pro- 
clamation ;"t  dated  from^'  Washington,"  too,  the 
^*seat  of  empire/'  which  he,  only  six  days  before, 
had' abandoned,  to  seek  ^^  an  asylum  among 
the  biUs,  west  of  the  great  falls/'*  The  five 
day^»  iinarcfa.  of  our  troops,  including  the  battle 
ki;  which  be  set  so  bright  an  example,  he  calls  a 
^^i(ailden  incursion."  He  then  ventures  to  state 
thotAmerican  troop&  at  Bladensburg^  as  ^^  less 
numarous!'.  than  their  British  opponents.  This 
is  eKCellentv  Admitting  that  the  British  were 
iR  ^possession  of  Washington  ^^  for  a  single  day 
(and  night)  only,"  were  the  4000  American 
troops,  drawn  up  in  full  view  of  the  destruction 
of  ^^  the  costly  monuments  of  state,"  led  forth 
by  Mr.  Madison,  or  led  forth  at  all,  to  drive  the 
British  away  ?     **  We  destroyed,"  he  says,  '^  the 

•  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  789.         +  App.  No.  70. 
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liablic  edifices,  havings  ^  no  relation  in  tlieif 
Structure  to  operations  of  war,  nor'  used  i^  the 
time  for  military  annoyance/^  Was  it  no  >^*  tni- 
litery  annoyance,'^  to  kill  one  soldier  and  woanid 
three,  and;  by  mere  accident,  not  to  kill  the 
British  commanding  general  ?  Whero  was  the 
wai  declared,  bnt  in  the  *^  senate-chamber  sJnd 
Dspresentative-hall,'^  contained  within  ihe  ea» 
pitol?  What  enforced  *' military  annnyahoe,'^ 
olr  gave  life  to  the  ^'  operations  of  war,^  biitStfae 
dollars  in  the  ''  treasuiy-office'^  ?  On  the  other 
hand,  ^'  the  patent-office^^'  in  whSch  were  e^<^ 
lected  the  rarest  specimens  of  the  arts  of  the 
country,  having  no  relation  to  the  *'  operatiens^f 
irar/^  was  not^  in  the  slightest  degr^i  iigured^* 
l^ho^  when  colonel  CampbeH,  of  the  United 
States'  army,  destroyed  the  dwelling-house  and 
odier  buildings'of  a  Canadian  inhabitant^ '  4e« 
olaced  the  act  to  have  been  *^  accordii^  to  the 
naages  of  war,V-|'  because'  a  troop  of  British 
dragoons  had  just  fled  from  |;h€m?)^  Why  thea^ 
%nk  not  the  destruction  of  the  president's  palace^ 
f«om  which  a  company  of  American,  aitiilery, 
wkh  two  field-pieces,  had  just  fled,  equally 
^*  according  to  the  usages  of  wskr"?  -The  only 
surprise  is,  that  the  American  government  shpuM 
hare  so  well  succeeded  in  hood-winking  the 
people  of  Europe.     One  British  editor  rates  his 

*  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  336, 
f  See  p.  IIU 
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4srocioas    countrymen,    for    '^  having  levelled 
"^vith  thie  dust  the  splendid  palaces  and  sump- 
*4:aoii8  edifices,  bj  which  the  citj  of  Washington 
.^iras  so  liberally  embellished/^     This  can  but 
vaise-a  smile ;  especially  upon  a  reference  to  the 
-intimated  value  of  these  '^splendid  palacesl"* 
'^We  shall  forbear  to  notice  the  long  account  of 
^^  tlie  extent'  of  devastation  practised  by  the 
f^ictors'^  at  Washington,  ivhich  has  found   its 
r'wayinto  that  faithful  record  of  frays,  murderd^ 
births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  but  certainly  not 
-^riiistorical  events,  the  ^'  Annual  Register  for 
'1814  ;'^  and  thence,  of  course^  into  inost  of  the 
pritits:  of  the  United  States.     But  what  wan 
•theri  done  by  the  British  at  Washington,  thai 
.codld' provoke  an  eminent  parliamentary  orator 
-to. dtesoribe  their  proceedings  as^^  so  abhorrent, 
ao  fncbnsistent  with  the  habits  of  a  free  and  ge« 
aeroufrpeople;— so  to  be  hated  and  detested, 
^condemned    and   abjured'^  ?f     ^f    In   burning 
Washington,*'  says  this  same  speaker,  ^^  we  hind 
acted  worse  than  the*  Goths,  when  they  were 
before  the  walls  of  Rome/'     In  another  place 
he  talks  of  '*  the  pillage  of  private  property.*' f 
What  a  pity  this  gentleman  did  not  read  even 
the  whole  of  the  American  accounts,  before  he 
ventured  to  sanction,  with  his  respectable  name 

•  App.  No.  67. 

i-  Parliamentary  Proceedings,  November  8, 1814, 

VOL.  II.  X 
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fitatem^nts  so  palpably  uutroe.  If  ht  were  alif  t 
^e  could  show  him  an  Americaa  publication  » that 
has  devoted  13  of  its  pages  to  an  account  eiomr 
proceedings  at  Washington,  and  yet  contatas 
not  one  word  of  comment  upon  our  destructiett 
of  the  public  buildings.  When  we  mention  the 
work  as  the  ^V  History  of  the  United  States/* 
and  the  author  as  the  reverend  doctor  Smith  x 
the  same  who  said^  **  No  one  need  question  the 
conduct  of  the  British  troops  at  Hampton  t'^  the 
same  who,  in  every  page  of  his  book,  oYinoaa  the 
strongest  antipathy  against  the  British ;  and  wlio^ 
as  the  reader  knows,  is  not  over  scrupiik>n9  as  to 
the  truth  of  the  charges  he  prefers  against  theflOfi, 
^^  no  one  need  question  ^^  that  doctor  Smith  was 
thus  lenient,  because,  in  the  extraordinary  laol^ 
that  the  British,  vrith  only  300  troops^  emtered- 
and  fully  possessed,  the  '^  seat  of  empire?  a€ 
the  United  States  of  America,  he  couldjfiiid^ 
on  their  part^  at  least,  nothing  but  '^  ^emmAt^^ 
to  find  fiiult  with. 


..  -*/ 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Skirmish  at  Moor's  fields — Death  of  sir  Peter 
Parker — ^Brief  description  of  Baltimore — Alarm 
of  the  inhabitants — Exertions  of  the  military — 
Defensive  preparations-^Strong  inducement  for 
an  attack  by  the  British'-^Accidental  cause  df 
its  being  made — Advance  of  thefieet  to  the  Pa^ 
tapsco — Landing  of  the  troops^^Amount  of  the 
British  force-^Advance  of  major-general  Ron 
and  rear-admiral  Cockburn^  with  a  small guard-^ 
Skirmish  and  retreat  oft/ie  Americans^^ Death  of 
general  Ross — American  accounts — Advance  of 
the  Britishmain  body-^Amount  of  the  American 
foree-^Details  of  the  hedtle-^^Retreat  of.  the 
Americans — American-  aeeonnts-^Britiah    and 

'  American  loss — Further  ddifiancepf  thA  Biiiids 
-^Reinforcement  to  tht  Americans  at  their  en* 
trenehed  camp — Arrival  if  Biitieh  ships  neat 

'  the  forts  in  the  Patapseo-^MutUal  cannonade 
between  the  latter  and  the  bomb-vessels  and  rocket* 
ship-— Boat-expedition  up  the  Ferry  bratick'^ 
American  accounts-^Reasons  given  for  retiring 
from  Baltimore-^Unmolested  retreat  of  the 
British — American  accounts — Remarks  upon 
the  Baltimore  expedition^-^Character  of  general 
Ross — Departure,  on  separate  destinations,  of 
admirals  Cochrane  and  Cockburv—^Boat-rupc- 
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dUion  up  Coan  river — Departure  of  reof^ednwral 
Malcolm  —  Boat-expedition  up  the  Rappa^ 
hannock — Return  of  rear-^miral  Cockbum — 
Hie  departure  for  the  Georgia  coast'-^apture 

\  of  St,  Martf^e-^Boat-expedition  up  the  river '•^ 
;  Intended  attack  upon  Savannah — Impolitic  mea^ 

.    mres  that  lead  to  its  frustration. 

'Previously    to    our    entenog   irpon   the 
proceediogs  of   the   combined  British   forces, 
after  their    departure    from    WMhingtOB,    we 
have  to  notice  the  untimely  fate  of  m  Peter 
Parker,    baronet,    Gommandiog   the  Menelaos 
frigate ;  which,  as  the  reader  knows,  had  been 
detached  on  service  up  the  hnyJ^    HairMg  but> 
recently  arrived  upon  the  North  American  ata«^ 
tion,  sir  Peter  was  not  aware  of  the  ambnsh-' 
ing  tricks   to  which   a  -small  invading  force? 
would  be  exposed,  in  a  eomitrj  so  filled  witb 
wobds^  ravines,  and  defiles;  and  where  local 
knowledge,  and  skill  with  the  rifle,  were  an  over- 
match for  all  the  valor,  much  as  it  was,  that  he 
could  bring  against  them,  laformation  having 
reached   the   ship,  then  at  anchor  ofi^  Moor's 
fields,  that  200  Americaii  militia  were  encamped 
bdiind  a  wood,  distant  about  a  mile  from  the 
beach,  captain  Parker^  at  11  9'clock  on  the  oigbt 
of  the  30th  of  August,  was  induced   to  land 
with,--iiot,  as  the  American  editors  say,**  38( 

•  Sec  p,«76. 
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meii/^^  bat,«p»]04  marines  and  20  seamen.    It 
lippears  that  colonel  Read,   the  commander  of 
the  American   force,   stated  at  170  Maryland 
iralbnteers,*  baying  been  apprized  of  the  in* 
^tended  attack,  had  retired  to  a  small  open  space, 
sttrroanded  by  woods^  distant  four  or  five  miles 
from  his  '  first  encampment;    Thither,  having 
captured  a  small  cavalry  piquet;  the  heedless 
aMmenvand  marines,  headed  by  their  nitdaunted 
chief ^  proceeded*  .'^Tke  enemy,  with  some  pieces 
'  of  artillery;  was  found  dnMn  up  in  line  in  front 
~  l^kis^eamp.     Tbe'British  commenced  the  fire; 
aMi;:  charging, , '  drove  the  Americans,  through 
tbeir'>i»lmpi  into  the'  woodsv     It  w^s^^  about 
Ihisiii^  iimei  thlit    sir  it 'Peter  ^received  a.  mortjsl 
wooiidi  ^  J  Secure  behind  the  trete^  the  Americans 
levelled  their  ipieces.^vith  unerring  %im;  while 
the  British/ :de^ved  by  the  apparenii  fiight -of 
their:  Wary >ifoe^vmsbed  on  liMBOtigb  tfa^  Moods, 
tin,  bewildered  Hindi- chiibaivaBS^  the- su#viven 
of  thni  -adveniMmMsr  Inuid  I  iteie>  cconpelled-^  to 
^  retnat  to  their  ship.  ^Ttbriifgmg'  away  dft#  body 
of  >  4hefr  '■■  lamented  \  cooimander,''  and-  all  ^  theit 
wbMded; but  three.'-  ^he  British  susteined  a 
bssr^^tf  14 iEiUed>aiid  SV^wennded^:  the  Ameri- 
MM)  a»  II  proof  how  Httie  they  exposed  them- 
selves, of  not  mbriB  than  tlut^e  men  slightly 
iraanded."*  ^     - 

Attiieheadof  a  narrow  bayor  inlet  of  the 

•  Sketches  of  the  WUr,  p,  339. 
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Patapsco  riveiv  and  distant  from  its  ednflaeiica 
irithitlie  Chesapeake  about:l6  mties^: stands  the 
fcity  of  Baltimore,  containing  mbocrt  20000  inha^ 
bitants.  ,  It.  ih^ nearly  jiurroundtd  by  detadled 
hiils;'Ocneof  which^  Clinkapin  hilt^  situated>oii 
iU  eastern  side,  eominaikls  the  city  itt^eli^tts  mM 
as  tbe  approach  to  it  by  land^  from  tbeChesat 
pe^ke.  { ;  Iti .  n^t^rrapptoaeb  is  defended  by «  a 
Miong.  *  /fortiiiciat ion;  uaavld  Fdrt4iteiy^.  ^  mtur 
atsd  vai  the  distance  o£  abdut .  two  nites .  ffotn 
tba.' city i.f upon  .^hei^p^iiit  of  tbe  peninsaiia  thiat 
forms  Ithe  f^uth-side  bf<  the: bay  or  harbcff; 
ik^hiob,  at  its  entrance,  is  scarcely  half  ateile^iia 
iv'idtb.  f.  As  aa  additional  security,  tbe  Fata|NMo 
is.not' niavigable  &>r  vessels  drawing  mone  tbato 
1^  fei3t..water.;  and^  just  wj[tbia  the4iay!bair,,ii 
«j  H'Or  15  feet  bar,  ;  ,•  .u,v  : 

'■,,  The  arrival  ot  troops  in'tbeiChesapeiake^  awl 
the  subse<]^uent  operations  of  tbe  Britii»b-'iqitbf 
FM^x^nt  and^  Potomac,  rit^^r^,  q^Mld  ;m9t  ,4q 
oibto^^isf^  tban^aiMseiseritfus^iiarai'at  6«ilt]i#pil9« 
4isiltntS^  t f rQ^i/  Wf^bingtdn.  but  3fi  Olilw.. hi'I^ 

f¥^ni€-$tRu4kr,Jnbabitante    bb}i»Y«4# itM^r.alia 

Bri^iuft  :troQp$  ^Vmild  olairch  across  ;die  )9#»il»!(l^ 
a^d^ittactk  tJ^nikM.the  wafciJ^fbil^tJlet^q^ildliPif 
lYM  bombarding  tbeshtin  |foi|t^..,Qui^;n;iimb«ffl 
Ofi  shore  weve  toc^  spett  to  .  w^rr^^t  ^^uobefM 
enterprise;  but,  had  it  been  risked)  .luidhli4 
tbo  fleet  4iade  a  simultaneous  d^ovementvpth^ 
bay,  there  is  little  d<Mibt  that  BaUiinore  would 
have  capitulated.     Fortunately  for  the  city,  the 
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UtttatjuAd  imval  forces  irhbin  it  tfem  becoming 

lM>iirly  store  powerfbl ;  wid^iar  from  deipondiiKg, 

the  gmioiak  ^toid  commodores  Mtd  their  utmc^st 

«Mflmius   ki   BttBngtbtaing  the  defences^   anii 

improving  the  nMuralvd vantages,  of  the  j^mh 

tiMr.  Upon  the  hiHs  to.  the  eastward  and  north- 

"ivftrd  of  fjhe^  city,  »  cbahi  of  pallisadoed  m^ 

Jotabts,  oona^ted  bf  ibreast-work^^  witbdittcheil 

ia  front,. tind  well  sappli^d' with  artillery,  wits 

^OMtraetedv;  and  works  were  thrown  up,  %bA 

gmis  tto  anted  at  ^Tdrj  spot  from  which  An  im^ 

tvidiilg  force,  either  by  land  or  water,  couUI 

iMitwith  annoyancei    The  Java  frigate^  of  60 

fpmm§  Mod  two  ttew  sloops  of  war^  of  22.  gnnif 

0^hr  ^efe  e(]iiippii^  at  Baltimore.    There  wer# 

Urns-  m  the  ^harbor,  -  several   gikn-boats^  «ach 

AmidfinMli  a  long  French  aB-pounder^  bc^des 

a  *<iirMnade ;  lu  well  as  several  privato*«rmed 

Twwbrso  dbat  th^  Americans,  had,  in^ludiDg 

their  Add  «nd  regular  battery-^ans^  an  itomense 

titiii  of  artillery  to  put  in  operation  agwMt^t^ 

MM^^^:  Am  to  tfbops^  eaiclusive  of  the  ifi^fiO 

tntitteyregidani^and  flotilia^men,  which  genersrl 

Wimltr  had  been  aiKthorized  to:  call  Out>  fftr  tjbe 

dltfliiae#f  the  aoth^militaary  district,  voliinte^ik 

H^tfe. flocking  in  from  Pennsylvania^,   ihid  the 

JWMHitt  >and  marines  of  commodores  EodgerSi 

Vmtf^wtkd  Forter,  bad  just  arrived  from  the 

barihas  of  Ube  Potonmc,   where  they  bad  been 

^'  distinguishing"  themselves  «o  greatly. 
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:  If  any  southeru  .town  or.  city  of  .tine ;  United 
Stal;es  wa&  an  object  of  immediate  attack,  it 
certainly  was  Baltimore.  Tbe  destruction  of 
ihe^new  firigate  and  sloops,  and. of  the  immense 
quantities  of  naval  stores,!  at  that  deppt,  woitld 
have  been  seriously  felt  by  the  American  go v.eni- 
ment.  Yet  were  the  Bsitish .  sbips^ .  baying .  t^n 
board  the  troops,  waiting.. in  the  PaJ^iaent,  :tiU 
the  passing  of  the  ^^  approaching  equinoctial 
iiew  moon'^  should  enable  them  to  proceed,  with 
safety,  tipon  the  unfortunate  ^'  plans. which  had 
been  concerted  previous,  to  the  departure  pf  the 
Ipfaigenia.'^''^  On  the  6th  of  September  came  a 
flag  of  truce  from  Baltimore;  and  instantly, All 
was  bustle  and  alacrity  on  board  tbe  Britiab 
squadron.  The  Royal  Oak:  and  ln>0|ifsbips 
stood  out  of  the  Fatuxent.;  and  vioe-admifal 
Cochrane  quitting  his  anchorage  off  Tangier 
Mand,  preceded  with  the  xemainder  of:tbe  fleeti 
np  the  bay  to  North^pinnt,  near  the  ^entraoce  o€ 
tb^  Pl^apsco  river.  On.the  10thatid;l]^i  Ibc^ 
fleet  fmofaiored ;  and,  by  13  o^cIock  ^t  noQQOii^ 
Ihe  l'2th,  the  whole: of  the  troopsuaad/seamea 
bad  disembarked  at  North^point,{  in.iDfdetttitor 
proceed  to  the  immediate  attaekiuponBaUiiiutoey 
by ^ land;  while  some  frigates  and  sloops, vtbl) 
Erebnsv  rocket-sbip,  aiid  five  hojnbA,  iusc0n4ed: 
f h^  P^tapsco,  ta  threaten  and  bombard  Fofti 
M' Henry,  and  the  other,  contiguous^  batteries^  , 


VQUBAT  BRITAIN  ANP  AMBBIOA.  313 

^-  The  amoimt  of:  the  British  foi^ce  thitt  landed 
liaB  l|een  variously,  and,  in  every  instance, 
eiTonepnsly^  stated  by  the  American  historians. 
None  of  these  gentlemen  estimated  the  British 
loss  at  Bladensburg  and  Washington,  beloiv 
400  men;  Mr.  Thomsoii,  indeed,  declared  it 
amounted  to  ^'lODO  :'^*  nor.  is  it  pretended,  that 
any  reinforcement  of  British  troops  subsequently 
arrived  in  the  Chesapeake.  Yet  every  one  of 
our  three  historians,  instead  of  deducting  his  own 
estimate  of  our  loss,  adds  2  or  3000  men  ta  his 
own  ^timatetof  our  force,  at  Bladensburg  and 
Washington.  .  for  instance.,  doctor  Smith,  who 
stated  our  force  at  Bladensburg  at  ^^  4000^^^$ 
states,-  without  assigning  any  reason  for  the 
ailgmentation^  that  we  brought  to*  Baltimore 
1*5000  land  troops.^' ||  Mr.  Thomson,  in  like 
mitaner,  makes  his  '^  6000  regulars,  sailor^, 
and  marines/' II  8000  soldiers,  tsailors  and 
marines  ;''t  and  Mr.  O'Connor,  his  '^  5000,'^  |l 
'<  between  8  and  9000  men/' ^  The  British 
troops  -that  landed,  under  the  command  of 
iM)|or*igeneral :  Ross,  at  North-point,  consisted 
of  detachments  of  royal  and  marine-artillery, 
the  '.  remnants .  of  ■  the  1st  battalions  of  the 
4thj    31st,     and    44th    regiments^     and    the 

^  •Slcetclie8oftheWar,p.  388.  +  Ibid.  jp.  339. 

*    +  See  t>-  283. 

S  Hist,  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  III.  p.  302. 

II  See  p.  278.  %.  Hist,  of  the  War,  p.  232. 
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« 

S5th  fegiment,  the  1st  and  3d  (n»  C^ldnial) 
battalions  of  marines,^  detaohments  of  nariiwk 
from  the  «hips^  and  a  body  of  000  aeamea,  under 
captain  Edn^ard  Crofton;  the  wbole  aumberin^ 
about  3a70  rank  and  ilie. 

Itnmediatelf  afitef  landivg,  tibe  British  moved^ 

forward  to  the  fbity.     On  arriving  ikt  a  litie^f 

ititrencbments  and  abattis,  tlirotum  np  between 

Blaek  river  and  Huinpfaries^i»    creek    on   tbe 

Patapseo,  and  distant  about  three  uiileB  from  the 

point  of  landing,  some  opposition  was  expected  j 

but  the  American  dragoons  and  riflemen^  etRM 

tioned  there,  fled  without  firing  a  shot.    At  ibis 

time  major-general  Ross  and  rear-admiral  Cock* 

burn,  along  with  a  guard  of  50  or^  men,  wwre 

fralking  together,  considerably  a-bcad  of  tk» 

advanced  or  light  companieis  ^  in  order  to  relxm- 

noitre  the  enemy.    At  about  K)  o'clock,  after 

Ivaving  proceeded  about  two  miles  ftom  the 

intrenchment,  and  some  distance  along  a  road 

flanked  by  thick  woods,   they  encountered^  a 

division  of  the  enemy,  consisting,  M  we 

gather  from  Mr.  Thomson,  of  ^*  twoconipaMi 

from  the  5th  infantry,'  150  in  nuntber,  ttodet 

captains  Levering  and  Howard)'  about  TO  riM^ 

inen,   undec  captain  :  Aisquith^  the    cavalry,^ 

under  colonel  Biays,   the  amount  of  which  nfit 

being  stated,  we  shall  fix  at  140,     ^.  and  10 

artiUerists,  with  a  4«pounder  odaunanded  by 
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lieuttofiailt  Stiles  ;^^  in  all  370  men.     A  short 

^irlMisii  ensaed,  unil  the  Americans  fell  back; 

ftoMt  nf  them  taking  to  the   woods.     Major- 

gpeiierai  Rom,  after  saying  to  rear-admiral  Cock^ 

iittwi,— **  ril  retorn  and  tirder  op  the  light- 

companies,'^— -procieeded' to  execute  his.fMEirpose. 

in-'tlis^ay^'baok,'  alone,  by  the  same  road  aloi^ 

^Moh-lie  and  his  party  had  just  passied,  the 

Mgor-igl^nevtel^ received  a  milsket-bullet  through 

M^tiglirl'afm  ifito  his  hreast,  and  fell,  mortally 

triMMftd^d.     The  firing  had,  at  thi^  time^  wholly 

eMM^-;  aiid'theexpiriAg  general  lay  on  the  road, 

unhiBedHA;  because  unseen,   either  by  friend  or 

fbtt^'^ll  the  arrival  at  the  spot  of  the  light*com-> 

^mrie6,*wht>4iad  hastened  fbrivard  upon  heliring 

tile  ^musketry.      Leaving  some-  attendants  in 

charge  of  the  lamented  chief,  the  oflScer  com** 

Itiaudifig  rushed  on  ;  '"and  it  was^then  that  admi^ 

tal.'Cockborri  learned  the  loss  which  the- army 

atud  the  country  had  sustained.    Yn  a  few  minutes 

he  iNpas  )>y  the  side^  of  his  friedd:  what  pi4ss^ 

en  (that  trying  oceasion^  is  besi- gif^il  in  the 

woHW^  tliie  reaf-admiral  bimself.'f  •  » 

'^'T'he  death  of  major-general  Ross  was- a 4atul 

Uo%r>  to'  the-  expedition '  against  -Baltidifdt^. 

Previously  to  otir  reiatirigthe' succeed iug^v^nt^ 

of  thaidayy  we  are  called  aside^toeorreet  Ame^ 

rican  q^isrepresentatiop.  .  D.QoV>r  Sipith  says : — 

.,  •  Sketf|i«i  ef  Ihe  War^  p.  Ml.  f  App.  No.  74. 


316        MILITART   OCCUREBKO]»-HBXS|R|UIII 

*^  Gene)*al  Ross  pat  himself  at  the  hc»id  of  .hii 
troops  to  force  geoei^al  Strieker  out  jof  the  jroad 
to  the  city."  In  attemptiug  which  be'states>him 
to  have  been  shot.  ^  Mr.  Thomson,  after  having 
given  the  details  of  the  American  advanced  fcirce, 
as  already  extracted,  sqys  :-i-*^'  This  detabhuaent, 
having  proceeded  half  a  mUe^  was  met  by,  and 
in^itantly  engaged,  th^  enemyV— not  ^'advanised 
guard,"  but— ^'  main  body.  The  «ituationH(^ 
the  ground  would  not  admit  of  tb^  cooperation 
of  the  artillery  and  cavalry;  and  the.  iniaatry 
and  riflemen  sustained  the  whole  action»^  with 
great  gallantry ;  pouring  in  a  rapid  and  eflSec* 
tive  fire  upon  the  British  column^  killing  loajciff- 
general  Ross,  and  several  other  officers,. «od 
impeding  the  advance  of  the  British :  army. 
Having  performed  the  duty  required  of^thena  by 
general  Strieker,  the  whole  detachment  witbiia 
trifling  loss,  fell  back,  in  excellent  ordeiv  .upon 
the  American  lioe.^f  This  false  and  highly 
bombastical  account  is  best  atiswered-by  a  shoft 
extract  from  the  American  official  acoo«uitt  as 
quoted  in  another  Americaa  wcurk ;  ^^fd  .:tliat 
work  the  ,  scrupulous  Mr.  OHI^oanDr  s;  After 
stating  that  general  Strieker  had  aevit  forwwd 
^  an  advanced  corps,  under  thev  command  of 
m^jor  Heath,    of   the  ^th.  regiment  ;'-4:f. ; Jiff « 

•  Hist,  of  the  United  Sutci,  Vol.  III.  p.  304. 
+  Sketdies  of  tlie  War,  p.  341*      J  Hfst  bf  Ibc  Wii»,  p.  ijl 
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O'CohRor^  taking  the  words  of  general  Smyth's 
officiRl  letter^  says  :-^*'  ^  This  advance  met  the 
enemy,  and,  after  some  skirmishing,  returned  to 
the  line^  the  main'  body  of  the. enemy  being  at 
a  short  distance  in  the  rear  of  their  advance/  '^  * 
Tbit,  a»  we  have  seen,  was  the  fact ;  except  that 
the  nearest  British  Ibrce  was  not  the  '^  main 
body/V  but  the  advance  or  light-companies. 
Mr«  iyCoahov'does  not  state^  when  or  how  gene- 
jraitiloes'4Ret  bis  death,  merely,  when  becomes 
tar- the  enumeration  of  our  loss,  saying : — ^^  Ge- 
neral, jldss^  the  destroyer  of  Washington,  was 
killBd.''  4  i^The  truth  is>  ik§  citizens  of  Baltimore 
wen  notrawar^  till  our  accounts  reached  them, 
Wbat  iB'^beiiefitivthey  .had  derived  from  the 
chance-dbot  of  one  of  their  skirmishers. 

As  soon  as^:  the  British  m^nbody,  now  under 
the  command  of.  colonel  Brooke,  of  the  44th 
regiment,  closed  upon  the  advance,  the  wliale 
moved  forward:;  aad^  at  about  two  miles  further, 
and:  about  five  from  tiie  city,  came  in  sight  of 
^erAoMrieanr  army,  drawn  np^^witb-six  pieces 
a£  R0killery,aiid  a  body  lof.  cavalry.  The  exact 
aasduant  of ^kis  force  we  have  no- means  of  aiscer- 
taJniiig.  ;Mr«  Thomson,  referring  to  the  ^^  detach^ 
ment^'aent  forward,  on  the  night  of  the  11th; 
iflader  general  S^cker^  designtites  it  tta  composed 
of  •*  part  of  l|is  brigade.,  a  light  corps  of  rifle- 
men, and   9rt;il]ieryj,  frptn  g^ner^l^  Stansbury's 

•  App.  No.*  77. 
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brigade,  under  ms^or  Randal,  and  seTtrd  com^ 
panies  of  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers ;  nmonQtw 
ing  to  3185  effective  men/'*  This  ia  «xcliiaif« 
of  ^^  1000  men  stationed  at  the  forts  and  hitief 
ries;''  and  ^' along  the  breast- worka^  aboat  four 
times  that  number ;'  *  or,  upwarda  of  8000  meiit 
in  the  whole.  The  prisoners^  estimated  r their 
own  force  drawn  up,  under  general  Strieker^  at 
6000  men  ;t  and  Mr.  Thomson,  hy.hia  extractt 
from  the  British  official  accounts^  baa^evidiniti^ 
seen,  although  he  has  not  contradicted^  tibett 
statements.  We.maj,  therefore,  safely  estitnats 
the  American  force,  now  close,  m  frobJt  of.  a 
Britii^h  force  of  3270  'infantry,  with  t«o  Ug^ 
iSeld-pieces  and  a  howitzier,  at  4500  infantry  Mid 
cavalry,  with  six  pieces  of  artilleiy ; .  baefcosLiM 
they  were,  in  case  of  a  retreat,  by  at  least  fiOOO 
troops,  and  those  hourly  augmeniting.;t:iiad  'Jay 
btgkFy  batteries in  all  directions. 
.,  The  details  of  the  sliort  battle  that' 
ftre  fMlly, given  in  colomel  firooke^a  and.riM»» 
admiral  Cockburn's  letters.  A  fewtextnMtatffiaii 
Mr..  Tboiaison'sy  will  tend  :to  cocroboratei;tba 
British  account.  '^  The  51st/^  aays.  he^  "*.  mbmk 
was  >o7der^  to  open  upon  thci enemy  in  his 
attempt  .to.  tui'n  the  rest  of  tJw  line,,  dielivercd 
a  loose  fire>  immediately  broke,  fled  precipitatdfr 
from  its  ground,  and  in  s|ich  confusioiiji   that 

♦  Skttdhcs  of  the  War,  ^.  340.   ' "  '     '^'=^**^ 

+  A  pp.  Nos.  71.  73.  74.1ind  75. 
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^^Irery  effort  to  njl j  it  proved  iaeffectual.    The 

3d  battalion  of  the  39th,  was  thrown  into  dis- 

-#rder,  by  the  flight  of  the  51st,  and  some  of  its 

€(unpanies  also  gave  way.    The  remainder  and 

,the  Ist  battalion  stood  firm.    Thus,  abandoned 

b^.the  retreat  of  the  4(1  st^  general  Strieker  made 

new.  arrangements    for   the  reception   of  the 

.foemy,  and  opened,  a  general  fire  upon  him» 

fr6m  the.  light,  left,  and  centre.    The  artillery 

aettt  forth  a  destrnctiTe  torrent  of  canister  against 

•the  0r;itish  left  column)  thi^  attempting  to  gain 

thajpover  of  asmall  log-house,  in  front  of  the  5th 

regiment.    Captain    Sadtler,    with  bis  yagers 

£mm  that  regiment,  who  were  posted  in  the 

hofWO    when:  the    British    4  th    regiment    was 

^i^diWdcingi  had,  hp we ver»  taken  the  precaution 

tQMt  fif^  to.  k,.  and  the  intention  of  the  enemy 

iir«9,   tfier^fore^  .defeated*.     The  6lh  regiment 

.th«ii  opened  ite  fire,  and  the  whole  line  entered 

lata  9tk  animated  contest,  which  continued,  with 

a  jlevere  loss  to  the  enemy,   until  15  minutes 

'baibw'4  o'qjock.   At  that  hour,  general  Strieker, 

jMi^Yiag  infliqted  as  much  injury  upon  the  in- 

•Tttderaas  Qould  possibly  be  expected,  from  a  line 

now  about  J^QQl  strong,  against  a  force  amount- 

ing^^notwithstaoding  its  losses,  to  at  least  7000 

nen,  ordered   his  brigade  to  retire  upon  the 

iteetvei   regiment ;    an    order  which  was .  well 

<€xeciit6d  by  the  whole  line,   which  in; a  few 

Biiqutes  rallied  upon  lieutenant-colonel  M*Do- 
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nald.  From  the  point  occopied  by  this  regr- 
ment,  general  Strieker,  in  order  to  refresh  his 
troops,  and  prepare  them  for  a  second  move- 
ment of  the  enemy,  retired  to  a  position  half  a 
mile  in  advance  of  the  left  of  major-general 
Smithes  entrenchments.  Here  he  was  joined  by 
general  Winder,  who,  with  general  Douglass's 
Virginia  brigade,  and  the  United  States' dragoons, 
under  captain  Bird,  took  post  upon  his  left/^  ^• 

This  editor  is  famous  for  spinning  bat  a 
battle ;  nor,  is  he  ever  staggered  by  improba-_ 
bilities,  how  gross  soever  they  may  be.  '  After 
stating  that  his  gallant  conntryprien  ran  away 
by  whole  raiments,  he  has  the  impudence  to 
contrast  the  remaining  number,  or  the  ^  liae^ 
now  but  1400  strong/^  with  ^' at  leM  7000^ 
British.  By  his  own  account,  the  AinaricaB 
troops  retired  four  miles  and  a  half*  or^  /'to  a 
position  half  a  mile  in  advance,*'-— and*^ :  comp 
quently,  within  full  range, — ''of  tbeleft^f  mig^ 
gieneral  Smith's  intrenchments,"  befojTa  tiMy 
could  be  brought  to  a  stand,  or  had  any  sto^aadi 
to  ^'  refresh ''  themselves,  against  **  a  ,moiMi 
movement  of  the  enemy  .^'  Not  a  word  i^  tlMi« 
of  any  charge  by  the  bayonet,  which  nettled  the 
business  so  quickly ;  nor  of  the  loss  of  any  pieiM 
of  artillery  or  prisoners. 

The  British  occupied  the  ground  of  wbick  the 
Americans  had  been  dispossessed ;  but  were  too 

♦  Sketches  of  the  War,  p.  342. 


ORBAT  BRITAIN   AND   AMBIIICA.  3S1 

nach  fktigaed  to  follow  ap  their  victory  on  that 
tirening.  llie  British  loss  amounted  to  one 
general-tstaif,  one  subaltern,  two  Serjeants,  and 
d5  rank  and  file,  killed;  seven  captains,  four 
Iplmlterns,  11  serjeants,  and  239  rank  and  file, 
WMinded ;  of  the  army.*  The  navy  lost  one 
petty-officer,  three  seamen,  and  three  marines, 
killed ;  one  officer,  six  petty-officers,  22  seamen, 
alid  IS  marines,  wounded,  f  Thus,  the  total 
British  loss  on  shore,  was  46  killed,  and  273 
woanded.  The  great  disproportion  of  wounded 
arose  from  the  employment,  by  the  enemy,  of 
Mhbk-shet;^  and  the  niagnitude  of  the  loss, 
altogether,  ta  the  enemy's  sheltered  position. 
The  loisff  of  the  Americansi  ujion  the  field,  Mr. 
Tbdroaofi  iestimates  at  150 ;  which  is  particu- 
IfUbtkai^bj  Mr.  OH^dAnor,  as  *'  30  killed,  90 
ffoAiided,  and  47  missing.*^  §  The  last  item  is 
^iMMttly  Vrroneoiis ;  as  colonel  Brooke  carried 
a#ay"i(^ttht  kim  *^  about  200  prisoners,  being 
j|lfMion«df  the  be^  in  the  city;"||  and 

#4iich^ntifaili^l^.  might  have  been  considerably 
atUlgliteiiited,  did^  utofl  th^  immense  inferiority  of 
niliftiferB, lender  the  fefiectiveness  of  the  men  for. 
tfddiMi!  }>aramount  consideration. 

Early  bii  the  morning  of  the  13th,  colonel 
Brooke,  leaving  a  small  guard  at  a  meeting-' 
botte,  from  which  the  enemy  had  been  driven, 

♦  App.  No.  74.  +  IWd.  p.  76.         J  Set  p.  147. 

I  Hiftorj  of  the  War^  p.  iSt.        ||  App.  No.  71. 
YOU  lU  T 
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to  protect  the  wounded,  moved  forward  with  .tlfe 
army ;  and*,  at  10  o'clock,  occupied  a  favorable 
position,  to  the  eastward  of,  and  distant  about 

two  miles  from,  Baltimore.     From  thi»  poiat, 

'.  .  ■       ' ,  ■      ■    '  'i  •     ^    ■•     • 

the  strong  defences  in  and  around  the  city  wer^ 
plainly  to  be  seen  ;  and  arrangements  were  ma4^ 
for  storming,  during  the  ensuing  night,  with  the 
co-operation  of  the  fleet,  the  American  entrenched 
ipamp ;  at  which  lay  general  Stncker  and  his  army, 
now  reinforced  by  Douglas's  brigade  of  yii;g|Bi& 
militia,  under  gei^eral  Winder,  and  tlie  United 
States' dragoons,  under  captain  Bird.*.    .. 

In  their  way  up  the  Patapsco,  seve^rai  of  tjhe 
frigates  and. other  vessels  grounded ;.  ai^d  oit9 
or.tworof.the,form(er  did  not  gj^t;  off  till,  the:  n#}tt 
daj» .  At  about  nine  o'clock  oa  Hap  aiai^oing.-iOif 
the  ipth*  the  Meteor,.  iEtna,  Te^or« : Vo|<;«Mi 
and  Deyastatiofif  booobs,  and  tb^.^ET«l7tuf  >  it^ol^fnijr 

8*?iiP>i  fJ^n^ei  tP  apcfec^  ^n,  %  J)o^tipw,  iro^q ;  w\it)^ 
tj^y  «jould  ^ct  ji;p9»  thft.^JiiimyVji  j^r^.  i?»d  jm^ 

H^r^pi^  pf  the   |3th«.(lif  ^jpl^rdim^t  (MMfh 

ngi^p9e4'  "P??'  sn»d  wa^^ireftwned.Jjyft  Fpistf 
M'Henrj,  the  S^tarrJPoi^  9ii4  tb^  vvater-|>^tjteKMS 
0^,1^01;)^  sM.es.of  the entraiifiei.  At.aboatithjee 
o'plack  .in  the  ;9fternpoi^,  ths  fpur  bomb-irtyHiitlih 
a^  rpck^t-ship.^eigbe^,  apl  #tp<»4  /^ur^her  in ; 
the  latter,  to  give  effect  to  her  rocket9,  much 
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imuet  than  the  otiiefs.  The  forts,  whith  had 
disobntiiiued  their  fire^  account  of  the  tdssett 
hmng  out  of  ratig^,  now  re*coniinenced  a  brisk 
cannonade ;  bnt  which,  although  persevered  ik 
lor  some  hours,  did  not  injure  a  iban  on  bodrd 
any  of  the  vessels:  two  of  the  bombs  only  wer^ 
sKgbtlif  litrnck.  The  close  position  of  «be 
Sirfebiis  led  th^'  conitnander-in*^chief,  ivliosb  ship^ 
th«  Siurprise,  was,  with  the  other  fVigates,  at 
ondior  in  the*  rivet;  to  imagine  that  captain 
Blrriholonlew  conld  not  maintiiiil  his  pbsilioin* 
He  therefore  lent  a  division  of  b6al^  to'  to#  btrt 
the 'Eirdbiisi  On  seeing  th^  rocket -ship  ^  albd 
teinbi'  wiltidmw  to  a  great^lr  diisttihc^,  tt^^ 
Aineiicaito  in  the'  batteries '  #ere  perfectly- Jiks^ 
tifi«d  in  tlopposing,  that  they  had'''t:dijlpe1lfedf' 
th^^^-Ritiiirtif'to  retire,  ^^l^his  noisy,  play, ^  ki 
Mr.  O'Connor  calls  it^  continued,  witli  shbi*! 
iAMfVais;  till  day-lighft  the  next  hdorning.  ^ 
J'^The  A^merican  official  account  states,  that 
two  6^' three  rvtcket^ess^lis^  and  barg^,  suc^ 
tiMded  in  getting  up  theFe^  branch,  hik  that 
tiiey  #ei^  soon' compelled  id  retire,  by  the  fort^ 
itt' ^t bat  qimrter V  commanded  by  lieateiiaiit 
ijO^fthenavy,  and  lieutenant.  Webste^, 
^  fibtilla;  **  These  forts  also  destr6yed,"«alys 
the-^neral,  '^  one  of  thi^  barges,  wifh  all  oii 
bterd.*'.*  Mr.  ThcrAsoA  skys  :->•  Undei^  coverof 
the  night,  t\m  British  commanders  despatched  a 

Y    2 
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IK^  0e^t  of  barges  to  attack  and  ^  storm  Eorti* 
Covington.  The  atten^t  was  repulsed, «  ho w- 
eirer;  and  the  assailants  retired,  with  an  immense 
^ss  to.  their  bomb^vessels."*  Mr.  O'Connor 
tells  the  story  thus: — '*  Favored  by  a. dark 
night,  one  or  two  of  the  enemy's  bomb- vessels^ 
and  several  bwges,,  with  12Q0  chosen  rinen, 
|Mamd  the  ibrt  at  about  one  o'clock  in  the 
momiiig  of  the  14th,  ^iid  proceeded  ujr  the 
iia^psco^  to  attack  ,th|s  town  in  thie  r(&ary,aiid« 
jNTobabiy ,  with ..  a^^  view,  r  to.  e^ect ,  a,  Jandwg"* 
Vfrpvf^  th^r  iMB^^.ptatiota,  th^y  .coqfionenicjpd^!  YVJ 
Wf^^  ^9W^mSi^^ M^^^^  4ad..rockel;s^.]l^i^iwe.i^ 
i^aid  mth  such  yigoi;  ^d  effect,;  .jthat  the 
eoreanis  of  th/eir  wounded  could,  be  heard i^,tl^ 
mid^t  of  a  roar  of  ar,nis,  that  niade;  ItiQ;  housfe^ 
Ml   the  C|ity  shake  fpr  nearly .  an. ,  htmxt  apdl  a 

Let  us  ip9W;.see  bffw  |^is  story  wiU  ^i^^adiJA  ouc 
way  of  relating  iit.  In  the  mid^^ei  of  the.jjitght 
of.  the  l^th,  a  di yisipn  of .  20  boatpi>  wa/sf  detftcb^ 
ippi  1^'  Ferry  branchy  ^o*  paps^  jb,  ^i^endon 
^forable  tp  th,e  intended  assault:  upon  the 
fippmy 's  entrenched.  camp>  at  th^  opposite  sid^ 
of  the. caty.  The  rain^  poured  in-  .torrents,  ^nd 
)ih€^  jiigbt  wa&  sQr extremely  dark,  that, LI  ofth^ 
bo^tspultedy  by  mistake,  directly  for  the  har-^ 
^r,    Eof  tunately,  jLjfi/d  lights,  o^  tl|e  city  di^co** 

i   ::    ;  «t  Skete1ic«  or  die  W«r,  p.  34%.      :  /  .  * 

+  Hilt,  .of  ibei  Wai^  r.  d36. 
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Tered  to  tbe  crefirs  tbeir  perilous  situation,  time 
enough  for  them  to  get  back  in  safety  ta  tbeir 
sbips.  The  remaining  nine  boats,  consisting 
of  one*  rocket-boat,  five  laancbes,  two  pinnaces, 
fthd  one  gig,  containing,  not  "  1200,^^  but— ^138 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  under  the  com- 
mand  of  captain  Napier,  passed  up  the vFehy 
branch,  to  a  considerable  dis^taiiM  abtfve  Fort« 
M^Henrj,  and  opened  a  heavy  fire- of  rocki^ts  2thA 
iihotupon  the  shore;  at  several  parts  of  which  tb^ 
could  have  landed,  with  ease,  bad.  the  w^hole  of 
their  force  been  together.  After  having,  ^Irjfr 
tfravring  down  a  coosidenable  number  of  troops 
to,  the  beach,  effected  their  object,  the  British 
tftdod  bade  with  their  boats.  When  jtist.oppo^ 
nite  to  'Pbrt-M*Henry,  one  of  the  officer^'cansed 
a  rocket  to  be  fired!  the  consequence -was,  an^ 
immediate  discharge  of  round,  grape,  and 
eanistei*,  from  the  fort  -and  water* batteries 
below ;  by  which  one  of  the  boat^*  was  slightly 
struck,  and  a  m^n  mortally  viH)unded.  NqI^ 
ttiother  casualty  occurred. 
'  It  Appears  that,  on  the  evening  of  the  13th, 
after  tlie  bcMits  had  been  ordered  upon  tlm 
service,  vice-admiral  Cochrane  sent  a  messenger 
to  acquaint  colonel  Brooke,  that,  as  the  entrance 
to  Baltimore  by  sea  was  entirely  -  obstrycted 
by  a  barrier  of  vessels,  sunk  at  the  mouth  of 
the  harbor^  defended  inside  by  gun-boats,  ^   a' 

i)  .        .  4^.App*  No*  79*. 


naral  co-operation  against  the  citj  and  eii'» 
tftefiifhed  camp,  was  found  iippracticable/  The 
h^vy  rain  at  this  time  falling  greatly  increased 
the  difficulty  of  ascending  the  steep  hill,  upon^ 
which  the  camp  was  situated ;  and  both  com- 
manders concurred  in  tbe  propriety  of  inwie-^ 
diately  withdrawing  the  troops  and  ships.  At 
^bout  half-pas^t  one  on  the  morning  of  the  14tht 
the  British  troops  commenced  retiring,  and 
halted  at  three  miles  distance.  In  the  course 
Qf  the  evening  they  retired  three  miles  further^ 
2|nd .  enc^mp^d  for  the  night.  Late  on  the 
mornjng  of  the  15th,  they  moved  down  t^ 
lHorth*point ;  and,  in  the  course  of  that  day^ 
re-embarlied^  without  having  e3i:perienced^4uring 
their  slow  and  deliberate  retreat,  the  slightest 
piolestation  from  the  enemy.  At  seven  o'clock 
9n  the  morning  of  the  14th,  the  rocket-ship  and 
bo)nb-yes»els  wer6  called  off  from  the  Amenican 
batteries ;  which  are  stated  to  have  lost,  by  the 
V>ng  cpntinued  bombardment,  only  fQur  men 
killed  and  24  wounded.  In  the  course  of  the; 
day,  the  ships  stood  down  the  river,  and  joined 
^  remainder  of  the  squadron  at  anchor  off 
North-point. 

;  The  American  official  account  is  moderate 
enough;  except  in^the  statement  respecting  tbe 
barges,  and  which  statement  general  Smith  could 
only  have  obtained  fnoin  the  conmianding  pfficer 
of  the  forts  on  the  Patapetco.     Not  a  word  is  said 
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about  smy  pursuit  of  the  British.  That  would 
ht  encroaching  upon  the  duties,  and,  seemingly, 
pleasing  ones,  too,  of  the  American  historian* 
i*  The  excessive  fatigue  of  the  troops,  all  of  whom 
had  been  three  days  -and  nights  under  arms^  in 
the  'mdilt  inclement  weather,  prevented  their 
sihfaoying  the  enemy's  rear  with  much  ^effect, 
ihd  they  made  prisoners  of  none  but  stragglerii 
frona  his  army/^  ♦    If,  as  sir  Geofgci  Cockburn 

srfys;  the  Americans  "  did  not  venture  to  look 

'      f 

at  ^'^  the  British  upon  their  retreat,  f  ^he  fotttifei' 
did  not  certainly  annoy  their  rear  ''with  much 
eflfbct.'^  Colonel  Bropke  declares,  that  hot  a 
fnan  was  left  behitad.  ^  So  much,  then,  fot  the 
"stragglers''  taken.  Mt.  Thtimson'i^ ' ak(^<^iifif 
has  vacstly '  rmprovedj  by  passing  tlirough  tiie' 
hiiitd6'6l^  the  ^  inventor  and  sole  patentee'  6f  t%tf 
screarning  *  story.  For'  ihstahce :— **  It*  Wias  iift-' 
p6i$8ibie  fot  veterans,  or  the  mdi^t  ^xperienc^ 
troop!^,  to'  aM;  with  niiore  ^riii'  discipUne  or  cdoi 
COttfage,  than  the  citizens  of  Baltinibre,  atid  tfi^ 
tihOops' engaged,  did,  t)n  this  occasion,  with  the 
exceptioi!!  already  mentioned.  A  pursuit  of  tite 
enduiy  was  iatteiiipfed,  without,  hov^ever,'dding 
hioi'mcich  injury.  The  troops  were  so  ^xhattited) 
ifrhli'three  days  and  nights?  fatigue,  that' they 
coiild 'do  little  more  than  pick  up  a  fe^  strag^- 
glc'rjii"  A  line  of  defences  thrown   up  by  the 

'    *  Sketches  of  tlie  War,  p.  343.        +  App.  No.  74. 
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Americans  from  Black    riyer    to  HumpbriwV 
creek^  on  the  Patapsco,  were  used  by  the  enenijr 
to  protect  tbeir  embarkation/'*    l^bese  are  the 
stories  that  carrj  off  so  many  editions  among  tbe 
people  of  the  United  States. 
.    Having  done  with  the  American  accouots  of  the 
celebrated  Baltimore  **  demonstration^''  we  haire 
tret  to  offer  upon  it  a  few  remarksof  our  own.   No 
Briton  but  must  regret,  that  aaj  plan  of  ^\  ulte* 
fior  operations"  should  have  obtruded  itself^  to 
check  the  progress  of  the  attack,   With  respect  to 
imval  oo-operation,  it  is  well  known,  that  the. 
gallant  commanders  of  the  SeverOj  Euryaln^ 
Uavaonah,  and  Hebrus^  frigates,  volunteered  to 
lighten  their  ships,  and  lay  them  close  along* 
side  Fort-M'Henry.    The  possession  of  this  fort 
would  have  enabled  us  to  silence  the  batteriti 
0n  the  opposite  side  of  the  bay ;  aod^  indeedi 
have  placed  the  city  complietely  at  oiif  .giwrcy.^ 
The  very  advance  of  the  British  frigf^  to  Iddeir 
stations  would,  proj^iably,  have  led  to  the  df$r 
tri9Cttoa.af  the  Java  frigate^  and  the  Erie  aod 
pntario^loops ;  and  thea  we  might  have  ratiregl, 
'*  holding  in  view  the  ulterior  operations  of  the 
troops,"  with  something  more  to  boast  of  tluMIt 
jKixftjoi^Xy  an  empty,  but,  considering  what  wt 
lost  by  it,  a  highly  disastrous  ^^  demoastratioiu* 
The  troops  on  shore   might,   andy  no^d^ufatt 
would,  have  succeeded  in  carrying  t^¥  eaiMgrfs 

*  H«i(.  of  the  Wart  p<  Uft» 
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liiCrMiclied  (^tnp ;  but  thej  could  not  expect  to 
filcc^ed  farther,  without  a  rimultaneoos  attack 
Iff  the  fleet.  £ven  the  nine  boats,  and  their  138 
fHep,:  caused  a  considerable  diversion  of  the 
f^emy^s  forces:  we  may  well  conceive,  then, 
what  Biig;ht  have  beeii  effected,  had  no  ^^  ulte- 
n0r'^  plaur  been  allowed  to  interfere. 

We  cmnot  dismiss  the  business  ait  Baltimore, 
.fiithout  bestowing  a  few  words  upoh  an  officer, 
jR^qse  untimdiy  fate  has  been  so '  uiiiveiiaili^ 
deplored.  His  public  services  iare  thus  briiBfly 
jftfiniiierated,  bjr  the  mover,  in  the  house  of 
^iMamons,  for  a  monument  to  his  memorjr. 
^iSeneral  Ross,  when  majoir  Ross^  servi^d  iik^tm 
expedition  to  Holland,  iu  W99.  He  Wsi^heti 
IB  the  alSth  regiment,  and  signalized  hitii£elf  in 
papulsing  the 'attacks^  nmdei  on  the  liiies  bf  siir 
Ulidpih  '  Abercroffliby.^  l^re,  disj[ilayliig':thi 
giqeatest  gallaiiitry,  he  n^iVed  a  seybreiii^iitid, 
Jlrfaicb  deprived  bis  country  of  his  ^ser^ie^^fdr'^ 
tine.  -  In'%he^'liutumn4:ifl8i6&^y  having  r^^ 
fSkim  the  effects  of  hirt  wound,  he  iaccomjiianied 
hi^'tc^uieiit-  tki  the  Mediterranean,  and;  shortly' 
^erwards",  served  in  the  exj^edition  to  Calabria : 
hi^^  in  tke-itiemorabre  battle  of  M^ida,  whibfk' 
so 'gMliitl/  raised  the  faime  -Of  tfac^  British  arms, 
M^  particularlif^  by  the  uiie  made  of  the  bayonet, 
BNgeif  lloss  mad^  biittself  conspicuous  ;  land,  by 
wbisdiilg  oii  4be  ^  enemy^s  line,  contributed, 
perhaps^  more^tban^aoy  other  oircumstance/to 
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tbe  route  of  the  enemy  on  thajk  day.    Nothing 
more  occurred  to  bring  him  into  notice,  tilt  h« 
ierved  in  the  army  led  by  general  sir  «k>bi^ 
Moore,  in  1807*,  and,  under  that  gallant  and 
lamented  commander  at  4he  battle  of  Corunna; 
he  again   shone  with  no  oommon  lustre,     lii 
1812,  sailing  from  Ireland,  lie  joined  th^  army 
in  the  peninsula,  and,  under  the  command  of 
lord  Wellington,  so  distinguished  himsielf  in  ifi6 
l^attle  of  Vittoria,  that  his  lordship  gitve  him  the 
command  of  a  separate  bri||^de.     Now  that  a 
more  extended  field  of  service  lay  before  him,  ia 
the  first  great  battle  of  the  Pyrennees^  where  the 
fijrmneas  of  the  English  was  most  eonspicUonsly 
di^ayed,   where  the  Fr'ench  fought  witAi  the 
most  determined  obstinacy,  his  valor  contributed 
9a  much  to  the  glory  of  that  day,   that  lord 
Wellington,  in  his  despatch,  stated  his  brigade 
^:to  have  distinguished  themseli^es  beyond  all 
formex  precedent;     they   made  four    separate 
barges  with  the  bayonet,  and  general  Ross  had 
thre^. horses  killed  under  him.'    At  the  passc^e 
of  the  Nieve,  and  the  battle  of  Orthes,  l|e  d^ 
played  the  same  undaunted  bravery/'    Another 
member,  who  had  been  intimate  with  him,  said: 
7^'^  He:  possessed  the  happy  sk^li  of  conciliating 
by    his    disposition,   and    inMructing    by    Ms 
example:  he  possessed,  indeed,  all  those  private 
^kid  distinguished  qualifications,  by  which  aloiie 
a  commander.could  acquire  the  full 


fill  his  meni  Hiflf  militarj  knowledge  was  grea( 
ind  C(>tnpl0te:  for  it  liad  been  the  resolt  of 
j^raotice  aiid  cooMadt  experience;  while  his 
feresigbt  and  example  in  the  field  were  such  as 
tti  excite  the  enthusiasm  and  reverence  of  thoso 
whom  he  led  to  victory .^^  General  Ross,  i| 
i^pptors,  was  but  40  when  he  fell.  Comparing 
the  ^vamOage^  we  derived  from  the  ^'  Tictory"  at 
Baltimore^  with  the  loss  of  such  a  general,  wj9 
caoinbt  bat  Hegret,  that  the  attack  was  undertaken 
9t4iH;  if  not  meant  to  bepersevered  i)i,  tilleith^ 
thiar  cbtensible  iibjeet  was  gained,  or  th^  British; 
tiDOps  had' been  fairly  beaten  put  of  it*  > 

X)n  the  10th  of  September,  sir  Alexander. 
Got^hrane^  •  with  ^:  the  Tohnant  and  Surprise, 
sailed  for  IHali&ix,  to  hai^en  the  construction  of 
thto  flat4)6ttof)diedboats,  intended  to.be  employed 
»>  the  great  eotpeditiqn  on'  foot  i  and  on  the  same 
day,  l3ie' Albioti,  i^ar-admiraL  Gockbum,  sailed 
forrBeitnuda^leavinlg  the  Royal  Oak^  rear-admi«' 
nd'Malcolmv  With  some  frigates  and  smaller 
ttesels,  dnd  the  shijps  containing  the  troops,  at 
aiiohinr  ih  the  river  Pat uxent.  '  On  tfaie  27th  ther 
roair-admiral  removed  to* the-  Potomac;  iwhere^r. 
Sir  the- 3d  of  October,  the  troops: ^ere  placed' 
into,  boarts,  and  sent  up  Coaii  iri^er.  In  thei r^ 
way '^up^  two  sdldiers  were  Wounded, 'and  captain 
Kenah;  of  the  JEtna  bdmb,  killed,  by  ikiusk^try 
froni  the  shore. .  Against  so  powerful  a  (force. 
When  onc^  landed/  th^  few  mtlitia  could  not  bei 


expected  to  stand:  tfaey  fired  a- volley  Md  fled; 
HAd  tbe  troops  adraneed,  pdirt  Northimiberlaiid 
coart-house,  five  miles  into  the  interior.  After 
taking  and  scuttling  two  or  three  worthless 
lA:hooiiers ;  and^^according  to  the  American  edt-r 
tors,  plandering  the  inhabitants,  the  troops  ris^ 
embarked,  and  stood  down  tbe .  river  to  their 
sihips.  The  latter,  soon  afterwards,  descended 
the  Potomac;  and,  on  the  l4tfa,'reaT-admini] 
Malcolm,  taking  i?ith  him,  ike  Royal  Oak, 
Asia,  and  Ramiilies  74s,  one  or  two  frigates, 
and  all  the  troop^ships  and  bombs,  quitted  the 
Chesapeake,  for  the  rendeasvous  at  N^^l  bay, 
Jamaica.  '   * 

-'  The  officer  now  left  in  cothmand  at.  the  Che* 
sapeake,  was  captain  Barrie,  of  tbe  Dragos  74, 
recently  from  Penobscot.  He  had  with  him  this 
Hebros  and  Havannah  frigates^  twd  armies  eis 
Ji^ie,  and  the  Dauntless  and  Dotterel  dopps. 
The  land-troops,  if  worthy  the  name,-at  hn  dis- 
posal, consisted  of  about  300  colonial  ati^n^ 
or  refugee-alirres,  in  barracks,  Bik>n  the  iitall 
island (ctf  T^Dgi^r,  lying  off  the.molath  of  ther 
IVitoflsac;  and  which  had,  since  ^Ijr  in  the 
sinlimer^fbeen  takea  possession  of  by  sir  G^rge 
CoGkburn,.'as  a  depdt  for  receivitig  and  oi^n- 
iidng  the  refugees.  The  unhealthiaess  of  Taa^ 
gier,  and  the  badness  of  its  harbor,  *  induced 
captain  Barrie  to  seize  Tilgfaman's  island,  a 
juuch  more  ^lij^iUe  spat^  an^l  distant,  only .00 
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ttiltsirom  Baltiaiore*  Cki  the  30th  of  Noyein- 
Jber^ia:  boat-expedition,  with,  about  500  teameo 
«id:iiiariiie8,  ascended  the  riyer  Rappahannock, 
ae:  high:  as.  the  town  of  Tappahannock,  whiiph 
jtey  entered,  without  much  opposition,  although 
ikhree  times  their  nnmber  of  militia  were  in  the 
iWJghliQachDod.'  The  editor. of  the  Ameri<jan. 
^f  National  latiBlligeneer/'  of  December  9,  affet 
baTiogaaagnifi^.  captain  3arrie's  force  to 
^  35jlM>tnM!|NB,'i  says :  *'  The  piirpcwe  of  the  eneitijr 
MQQMi )  tP;«l>e«  «8  heretofore,  ^  to  steal  negroes* 
tt9fi]|i,.4((||»||cp<^,,r,4M.j|^under  th^  bouses  within 
tkeiri»e»/Sik^  aQ4i:,biHKn  ;,,wbat  they  Qanoot.jcarr^ 
(MSl'f ';  Charges.  <»f  this  description  we :h:9vV«. 
riim4j('tfv939va»PK^«»»d^ :  |We  need;  Only,  mpeat 
hthntjli^^tk^t*  mgrtm*[>cfHo»*off  voluuttMriJy. :: 

siagwiA  |H«?»#^y?*h#'lWti|fl«>1lf  rof  pi*ti|»i>s»^^^ 
Aikmni^9fj  ^  IaStt^v»8,.tb^#rit^h,  ooyj^d.  n^ti 

*«.^i«bPEgft  «fo^*  pU«M«<  W9  ^aj^  ^yjiope.  ii». 

«4ic^>  *sm^m^  ^rnporaaUy  ha^d  A'55^90,|:rppp«,''. 

hd  )iRf»|d^i^e^:^iupfaieed  .i^f .  Cg^j^  to,^J,  hi». 
«l}9lpi|g,:IP^ji  qi^l^er,  |i|tv  ii|w»^  <l4i9!nBi|x>PPir tM  t 


.  $«rt^  iaD0C«inh«r»  ^waMr^^MM  C^'J^^^'Hifn,. 

ip.  :thfta4ilHim«  4Ffm  t&e>gm»^  bjtwgtng,  w^th, 
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Helsj  arrived  in  the  Chesapeake,  but. merely  to 
oarvy  away  the  colonial  marina;  ik/itb  wboml^ 
cm  the  14tb,  be  proceeded  touardi  Anitdia 
Islandy  in  East  Florida:  having  left  orders  lar 
eaptain  Barrie  to  follow,  wtih  the  DragM, 
Hebrus,  and  Regnlus.  Accordingly^  captain 
Barrie  departed  soon  afterwards^  leaving  a  f9W 
frigates  and  sloops  in  the  Chesapeake;  and^  oil 
the  10th  of  January,  arrived  off  Comherlaad 
Island,  the  southern-most  of  the  chain  along  the 
coast  of  Georgia,  and  separated  by  Cumberland 
Sound  from  Amelia  Island*  Rear^^ininll 
Cockburn  not  having  yet  '•  arrive^^ '  <mptaia 
Somerville'of  the  Rota,  as  l»keieaMir>  officer^ 
4etermi|ied  upon  employmg-lhe^twot^mpiFnies 
of  the  Od'  West  India  regiment,  and*  tbie>4iieta«l»' 
ments 'of  roy^l  marines  which'' hiid»  Meenllj^ 
sirrived  on  that  coast^,  id  n^^^uojhbili^d  attat^ 
dpon'  the  fn6nUer^(own  i^f  tXit  Bt^ik  ^*  ^ie^gki, 
St.  MaryX '^it^^^  ibwrnil^  tip  tb(#rt^erH>f 
^at  name,  dividing  tdie  United  Stsites^^^ind  £a»t 
Fk^rida.  On  the'  ISth  an  attat^k,  with:  abwil 
too  troops,  marines,  aild  seamen^  ifttiier  4bl» 
Mtainaitd  of  captain  Barrie^  was  mada^oft  th^ 
fen,  or  key  to  the  enlTanc>e  df  ^e  •riVi^F,  at  Fchtb 
Petre.  This  for t  moilifited  two^4,  two  18^ion^ 
9^  and  "two  brass  6-p#iiiklerg ;  trom  whicb^  bmv- 
v^cl^r,'  scarcely  a*iiingte  discharge  wan  ibfade,  «ere 
^tbe  gatriMfn  abanddn^d  vthe^ip<^t,  and  fled  to  the 
wck)ds  in  the  rear.    'Oli-  the  Mth,  the  combined 
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**^rG^^  accompanied  by  the  Terror  and  Devasta- 
tion bombs^  ascended  the  river  to  St»  Mary's, 
^^cmtrary  ^  to  expectation,  here,  also^  no  resist- 
ance was. made;  and  the  town,  the  sbipping  in 
;tiie  harbor^  and  the  merchandize  in  the  storeis, 
J^rer^talien  quiet  possession  o£.  Soon  afterwards 
»m  fexpeditiop  of  boats,  went  a  considerable  6k^ 
jtaoce  further  up  the  river,  and  brought  do^n 
iJie.Countess  of  Harcourt  East  Indiaman,  which 
had.bee^.. captured  and  carried  in  there  by  a 
Cbarljssto^fl  privateer ;  alsp  a  beautiful  guu'- 
bpat^  najBed.  the  Scorpion^  a  present  froni  the 
town  of  St.  Mary's  to  the  United  States. 
.  ,(>ii  the.  15tb  of  January,  rear-admiral  Cock- 
^qjr^,  w)lo  had  been.blown  off  the  coast  by  ^trpj(i;g 
li9fj;li-west  gajes^firxived  and  took  the  commands 
ai^  OH.tbe.22d^,tbeJ3i;itisby  after  removing  the 
yji4Q{s,.,apd4.dG;;strfyif]ig  th^  fort  and  barracl^  at 
P^j^lifjp^tre,  dei^nded.  the  rivei;  to  Cumberlaw} 
klap();-(of,,)vhicb«.imnied.iate  possession  wa^ 
taJki9f|^,,Ti](e droops ,aiid  marines  were  encamped; 
^a^T.therearpadnii^al:  es4;ablished  his  head^quar^ 
tpi^^.a  very. large  house,  built  of  to&6y;*  sur* 
foundling:  it  with  the.  ordnance  brotightfroia 
Ppipt^Pcftre*  On  the  asd  of,;Febrtmry^  eight 
laujD^bes,  two  pinnaces,. ai^d  on?  gig>  containing. 
I86.cC^qen^  seaman,  and  marines, .  under  th$r 
CQipqiapd  of  captain  Phil lott,*  of:  .the  Pripirpse! 
brig,  •  ascended  the,  St.  Mary's  r]\:er^  withoull 

*  Oystcr.shells,  and^licir  cement. 
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tkpposition,  120  miles;  when  a  heavy  fire  of" 
musketry;  opening  upon  them  from  each  kide, 
compelled  a  retreat.  While  day-light  lasted, 
H  Spirited  iire  was  kept  up  by  the  boats ;  Bat, 
iHifortunate]y,  after  dark,  the  men  could  not  b^ 
TCstrained  fVom  firing,  by  which  they  exposed 
fhemselves  to  the  view  of  their  enemy.  Ttie 
river  was,  in  spoie  parts,  so  narrow,  that  a  couple 
of  stout  trees,  many  of  which  were  on  the  bank^ 
feUed  and  thrown  across,  would  have  completely 
^t  off  the  retreat  of  the  boats.  That  not  baviiig 
lieen  done,  the  boats  got  back  tor  the  island| 
with  four  killed,  and  25  wounded.  ^    '   ' 

One  of  the  objects  in  assembling  troopw  tipion 
tliis  part  of  the  coast  was,  to  assist  in  a  combined 
attack  upon  the  town  of  Sa^iannah,  in  Ge6i^a; 
annaval  station  of  no  mean  importance. 'The 
town  stands  upon  a  flat  Mndy  cliflft  efeviet^^ 
about  50  feet  above  the  level  of  the  Savaiiiittii 
ri^r ;  is  distant  from  the  sea  about  ITikiiles; 
and  from  St.  Mary's,  95  miles.  The  nnkbber^ 
of  its  inhabitants  is  about  7000 ;  and  the  quota: 
cf  militia  which,  by  the  secretary  of  war^s  order 
of  July  the  4th,*  the  state  of  Georgia  waf 
wquired  to  hold  in  readiness,  amounted  to*  S90 
artillery,  and  3150  infantry ;  total,  350p  men. 
The  Britisli,  since  tbeir  first  arrival  at  Cum-, 
berland  island^  had  been  waiting  for  a  tein*: 
fbrcemeht,    under  general   Power;   but- wbose> 

•  Sec  p.  274. 
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destination,  unknown  to  them,  had  been  altered. 
Without  this  additional  force,  it  would  have 
Iteen  imprudent  to  make  the  attack.  Some  other 
operations,  in  which  a  body  of  Indians  and 
Negroes  from  the  interior  of  West  Florida,  was 
to  cp^pperate,  bad  akp  been  in  agitation.  But 
tiie  inteijided  jiiniption  had  been  prevented  by  the 
.iByu^lUna|ipn$  pfysome  of  those  crafty  Americans, 
.i|^Q)  as  5/^  jpiritish  s^bjects,^'  living  under  our  own 
•^yi^mfl^Wt^Wf^i^  ?!P  actively  employed  against  us, 
4pn^:it|iieji!^le  of ,th^.  late  war.  Consequently 
7  W;:^90O^ British:;,^  and  12  ships  of  war, 

inteludinj^  two  ^74ib^- and  three  or  four  frigates, 
ifftByaf}^  in  a 

state  of  perfect  inactiv^ity ;  at  a  time,  too,  when 
an  rim  jKMlant,  Well-struck  blot^  would  have  pro- 
dike^  so  healing,  ^n  e0ect.  Had  it  not  been 
.for.  a  coinmunicatioiiy  opened,  through  the  Spa- 
niards pii  Amelia  Island,  with.  East.  !^prida, 
bot|jb.9;rmy,  ^nd  .navy  would  have  had  their  idle 
jJKW^.^lUl  further  ^notbittered  by  a  want  of  sub- 
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CHAPTER  3^X1. 

Expedition  ta  New  Orleans — British  at  Pemsaeoh 
and  Barataria — Trick  played  hy  the  JRatutaxian 
commandant — Secret  act  o/  the  ^mericq^  cra- 
f^ess  to  take  possession  of  West  Flori^orrrJ^osfeS' 
sion  taken  of  Mobile — Erection  of  Fort^l^qwy^ 
— Attach,  upon  it  hy  four  British  sloops  of  war 
— Loss  of  the  Hermes --^ Brief  descriptum  ,gf 
Louisiana  and  New  Orleans-^^Arrival  of  the 
British  fleet  offChandeleur  island-^— Capture  of 
five  American  gun^boats  nedr  Lake  Borgne^^ 
'  Proclamation  of  martial  lam  by  general  Jackson 
.  ^^cheming  flag  of  iruco-^Jts  olkfeet  ^kfeatednr 
Bisembarkatum  of  the  J^<  dinUUm  ^  British 
4rwp9-rrDescripfion  of  (h$  gro^n4  ^  opfr^sti^m 
—Arrival  qf  BvffU^  ^^»Vm  ff<  Vif^^^"^^ 
n/fral  WilJiAifSQi/i^s  stric^u/res  y.po^i  the  roufe  id^i^fff^ 
by  the  Ekritish-T— Deception  of  to  •  the  strength  i4 
Petite  Coquille  forj^Acfi^ental  lop  estimate  of 
the  ^British  force  at  VillerPs — prompt  advoni^ 
of  fnajor-geheralJackson^^U.  S.  schooner  Caro^ 
hndr^Battle  of  tht  93d  of  December-^BesHrue^ 
fion  of  the  Carolina  by  hot  shot'^Escape  ^f  the 
U.  S*  ship  Louisiana — Arrival  of  sir  Edward  Pa'- 
kenham — Strength  of  the  British  forces — Pro^ 
posed  attack  in  the  rear  of  New  Orleans  —  Its 
non^adoption-^Description  of  general  JacksanU 
lines  ofdefencC'^Demonstratiofi  of  the  29th  of  De* 
cember^^Destructivefire  of  the  Louisiana — Ame^- 
rican  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river^ 
Arrival  of  ship'-guns^  and  erection  of  battery  by  the 
British — Continued   cannonade — Mutual   rein" 
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fweements-^General  Morgan^ s  lines  on  the  oppo^^ 
iiie  bmnk'-^British  and  American  forces — Battle 
tf  tki  8ik  qfJanuary-^Fatal  neglect  to  bring  up 

•  thejasdmes  and  ladders — Death  of  major^genc'- 
rmls  Pakenham  and  Gibhs — Misbehaviour  of  two 
t^giwunts^— Gallant  behaviour  of  a  division  of  the 
left  brigade — Repulse  of  the  British — Strictures 
upon  the  attack^  by  AmericqLu  officers — Launch^ 
ing  of  the  boats  into  t/ie  Mississippi — Successful 
attack  upon  the  American  intrenchments  on  the 
right  bank^-^Fatal  difference  of  opinion  respect'- 
m^  ike  possibility  of  holding  that  position^^^Iis 
imnkediaie  evacuation — Short  suspension  ofhosti' 
Htses-^Bombardment  of  Fori  St.  Philip — Retr^M 
0^  the  Briiish  from  before  New  Orleans — The  total 
lorn  0n  both  sides — ^American  bombisisi — French 
gef^al  Humbert — Some  particulars  relative  to 
gfBMeral  Jackson — His  honorable  conduct — De^ 

..parture  of  the  British  fleet — Surrender  of  Fort" 
Sowyer  without  a  shots  being  ^red  at  it — Treaty 
qfpeace-^Canadian  preparations  for  the  ensuing 
campaign — Brief  remarks  on  the  treaty^  and  on 
ike  advantages  which  the  Americans  have  gained 
by  tkewar. 

Jb  ROM  the  paragraphs  that  appeared  in  several 

of  the  London  prints  of  May  and  June.   1814^ 

there  is  no  doubt  that  the  conquest  of  Louisiana 

bad  been  submitted  to  the  British  government, 

as  a   measure   of  no  difficult  attainment.     It 

was   thought,  perhaps,    that  the  Louisianians, 

consisting  chiefly  of    French   and    Spaniards, 

vi^fe  disaffected  towards  the  government  of  the 
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United  States,  and  would  rather  aid^  than  oppose 
the  landing  of  a  British  army.  This  haziardous, 
and,  as  it  proved,  fallacious  conjecture,  was 
4suffered  to  over-balance  all  apprehenaipn  oF 
danger  from  the  thousands  of  armed  inhabitants 
•of  the  west  and  ^  north-western  territories,  that 
could  descend  the  Mississippi,  and  prevent  anj 
thing  like  a  permanent  occupation  of  the  ca** 
pital  of  Louisiana.  There  were  not,  it  is  true, 
any  American  74s,  or  60-gun  frigates,  building  er 
.lying  blockaded  at  New  Orleans;  but  those 
.who  suggested  the  expedition  well  knew .  that, 
as  the  cotton  .crops  of  Louisiana^  .and  pf  the 
Mississippi  territory,  had  been  for  some  years  Jn 
accumulation,  the  city-warehouses  contained 
iiiefrchahdize  to  an  inlniense  amount.  Inideed, 
considering  that  New  Orleanil;  was  the  endporium 
of  the  annually  increasing  productions  of  a  great 
portion  of  the  western  states,  the  enornaous  sum 
of  3000000/.  Was,  perhaps;  not  an  over-estimate 
vpf  what,  ip  the  event  pf  e^ven.a  tempofarjr  pos- 
session of  that  city,  would  have  been  shared  by 
the  captors.  r 

Scarcely  had  the  people  of  New  Orleans  reajd, 
in  the  pages  of  their  newspapers,  admiral  Coch* 
rane's  threatening  letter  and  its  reply,  and  been 
assured  by  their  governor,  th^t  the  British  had 
expressed  a  determination  ^'  of  wresting  Loui- 
siana from  the  hands  of  the  United  States,  and 
restoring  it  to  Spaip,"  than  accounts  arrived. 
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*€lmt  the  British  were  exciting  the  Indiana,  and, 
Iby  proclamations  dated  from  Pensacola,  in  West 
IFioridaj  endeavouring  to  persuade  the  inhabi* 
tanti  of  Louisiana  and  Kentucky,  lo  shake  off 
their  allegiance,  and  join  the  British  standard. 
Almost  at  the  same  instant  they  received  accounts 
that  £ome  British  officers  had  been  trying  to  gain- 
over  the  Baratarian  freebooters,  upwards  of  *200  in  • 
namber ;  not  only  as  pilots  for  that  intricate  coast, 
but  asactive  allies  in  the  contemplated  invasion.; 
Mr.  ^Laffite,  the  commandant,,  played  a  deep 
game  .with  the  British  officers.      He  received, 
with  seeming  acquiescence,  all  their  communi- 
cations on  the  subject,  and  then  forwarded  them 
to  the  governor  of  Louisiana.     He  had,  at  that 
time,  in  the  gaol  of  New  Orleans,  loaded  with 
irons,  a  brother ;  whose  liberation  he,  no  doubt, 
hoped  to  effect,     hi  short,  Mr.  Laffite  not  only 
betrayed  the  British,  but  offered  the  services  of 
himself  and  his  hardy  band,  in  defending  the 
important  point  of  the  state  of  which  they  had 
taken;  possession.  These  men  fulfilled  the  pledge 
gireaby  their  commandant,  to  governor  Clai- 
(|ome.;>  and,  along  with  Mr.  Laffite'i»  brother^ 
received,,  in  the  lend,  a  full. pardon  from  the 
preindept  of  the  United  States. 

It  IS  necessary ,  now  to  mention,  that  a  secret 
law  passed  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  as 
«arly  as  the  12th  of  February,  1813,  authorizing 
-tilt;  president   *'to  occupy  and  hold  all  that 
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tjract  of  couotr/i  called  W^»t  Florida, 
lies  west  of  the  Perdido,  not  how  ill  the  poisset* 
sion  of  the  United  States/'  *  On  the  14tii  of 
IMIarch,  the  order  to  take  possession  reached 
major-general  Wilkinson,  then  the  coiiimaQdin^ 
officer  of  the  United  States'  troops  within  tb^ 
territories  of  New  Orleans  and  the  Mississippi i 
and,  on  the  l«5th  of  April,  taking  with  liinoia 
strong  naval  and  military  force,  the  general 
possessed  himself,  without  opposition,  but  not 
without  remonstrance,  of  Fort-Charlotte,  near 
the  town  of  Mobile.  General  Wilkinsoon,  soon 
afterwards,  constructed  a  fort  upon  Mobile- 
point,  forming  the  extremity  of  a  peninsulii, 
which  is  joined  to  the  continent  by  an^isthndUt 
fonr  miles  wide,  dividing  the  river  and  bay  of 
Bohsecours  from  the  bay  of  Perdido* 

This  fort,  named  Fort-fiowyer,  liiounted,  in 
September,  1814,  says  an  American  editor,  two 
24,  six  12,  eight  9,  and  four  4-p6under8 ;  and 
TOntained  a  garrison  of  only  130  men;f  yet^. 
when  we  took  possession  of  Fort-Bowyer^  in 
February,  1815,  up  to  which  date  no.  reihforoo*; 
qfient  of   guns  appears  to  have  been  sent  toi^- 
the  fort  mounted,  exclusive   of   one   loiig.'£4i 
and   two  9-pounders  outside,   thnee  32,  eight 
34,  six  12,  five  9,  and  one  4-pounder;  also  cme 
8-ineh  mortar,  and  one  5^4nch  howitsser ;  total 

♦  Wnkinson'8  Mem.  Vol.  III.  p.  S40. 
t  Jjatour's  Wat  ia  Lonisiana,  p.  S4« 
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48  ^fiOB.  It»  garrisoii^*  under  the  same  comman- 
der ioof  consisted,  at  this  time,  of  875  officers 
iMid  sukKers.^ 

On  tbe^iiKiniiBg  of  the  13tb,  M.  M.  S.  Hermes» 
<|f  d^i  Catron,  of  SJQ,  aincl  Sbphie  and  Childers, 
of  18  gons  each,  under  the  orders  of  captain  W. 
IL  Perc^^-of  the  first«named  ship,  anchored  on 
lite  coast,  about  six  miles  to  the  eastward  of 
Fort-Bowjer ;  wbi^h  this  officer  had  nnadvisedly 
determined  to  arttaek.  The  ships,  with  great 
difficulty,  owing  to  the  narrowness  of  the  chan- 
nel, and  the  numerous  shoals,  arrived,  on  the 
afteriM>ott  of  the  15th,  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
tM  fort.  The  Hermes,  at  last,  gained  a  station 
wiftUii  musket-shot  distance;  the  Sophie,  Carron, 
aodChHders,  anchoring  in  a  line  a-sfern  of  her. 
Previously  to  this,  a  detachment  of^  not  ^^  130^' f 
but  60  marines,  and  not  ''600''t  but  120  In- 
diaaa,  with  a  5§-inch  howitzer,  but  no  *^  12- 
j^nnder,'^  under  the  orders  of  msgor  NicoUs,  of 
die  marines,  had  disembarked  on  the  peninsula. 
Sixty  of  the  Indians,  under  lieutenant  Castle, 
bad  been  ^tached  to  secure  the  pass  of  Bonse- 
coforsj  27  miles  to'  the  eastward  of  the  fort ;  so 
tbat  maj^r  Nicolls  bad,  under  his  command,  not 
730,  t  ^^  1^  marines  and  Indians. 

Tfae  great  distance  at  which  the  Carron  and 
GtiHders  had  unavoidably  anchored,  confined  the 
efibctivcf  cannoilade,  on  the  part  of  the  British,  to 

*  Appendix,  No.  1 13. 
jf  *Iitoar*8  Wat  in  LooliUma,  p.  40. 
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the  Hermes  and  Sophie;  nor  was  tfaelatter's  firer 
of  much  use,  as,  owing  to  .the  rottenness  of  her- 
timbers,  and  her  defective  equipment,  her  car^: 
ronades  drew  or  turned  over  at  every. fire..  The 
Hermes,  before  she  had  fired  many  broadsides,^ 
^^  having  her  cable  cut,  was  carried  away  by 
the  current,  and  presented  her  head  te  the  fort. 
In  that  position  she  remained  from  IS  to  20 
minutes,  whilst  the  raking  fire  from  the  fort 
swept,  fore  and  aft,  almost  every  thing  on  deck/^* 
Soon  afterwards  the  Hermes  grounded,  directly 
in  front  of  the  fort.  Every  means  to  get  her  off 
having  failed,  captain  Percy,  taking  out  of  her 
the  whole  of  his  wounded,  set  her  on  fire«  .  He 
had  but  one  boat  left,  and  that  with  only  three 
Qars.  As  a  proof  of  the  American:  .captain 
Lawrence's  ^^  characteristic  humanity,^^  the 
fort,  on  this  ^*  memorable  day  for  the  garrr*^ 
Kon,^  fired  round  and  grape .  vtt  .the  boat, 
till  jshe  got  out  ot\  gun-shot.  The  Hermes  and 
Sophie  .were  the  only  vessels  that  sustained 
a^y  injury.  The  Joss  of  the  oue  was  25  men 
killedj  and .  24  wounded ;  of  the  other^  six. 
killed^  and  16  wounded ;  total,  with  one  map 
rine  killed  on  shore,  32  killed,  and  40  woundisd : 
while  the  American  editors,  msgor  Latour  inclu- 
sive^ have  made  the  British  loss  before  Fart- 
Bowyer,  162  killed,  and  70  wounded.f  T^^ 
Americans  acknowledge  a  loss  of  four  killed,  and 

four  wounded,  f     No  event  of  .the  wsrf  has  been 

•  ■ '  « 

•  Latonr's  War  ia  J^msian^  p.  ffi^  ...  t.;ll|id.  p.  40. 
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•  ■  - 

mtfde.7inore  of  than  tk^  indiscreet  attack  uponr 
Fort-Bowyer.  :   Major  Latour,   misiiamiiig  one 
vessel,  andconTerting  into  frigate-built  ships  the 
corvettes  Hermes  and  Carron,  gives  each  of  the 
latter  ^^  twenty  eight  d2-pound  carronades/'** 
and  crews  in  proportipn.     He^  then,  states  the 
whole  ^^  eifective  British  force  at  92  guns,  and 
1330  men  ;'  *  which  he  modestly  opposes  to  eight 
^ans,  (all  that  he  says  would  bear,)  and  130  men. 
'Where  did  this  writer  learn,  that  both  broad« 
sides ,  of  a.  ship  can  act  together,  upon  a  single 
objeot?    Major. Latour,  palpably. ridiculous  aS: 
Bis  statements  are,  has,  however,  no  criticism  to 
dread  in  the  United  States  of  Amerira.    =<.    ^ 
'>:The  attack  upon  Fort-Bowyer  unmaskihg^.at 
oiteey ,  the  designs  of  the  British  upon  Louisiana^ 
major-general  Jackson,   of  the  United   States^: 
armyij  who,  having  superseded  general  Wilkin- 
&Nki/  wasat  this  time  at  Mobile,  began  making, 
defensive    arrangements;    and,   among  ithem,' 
adopted  the  extraordinary  resolution  of  taking 
possession,  '^  without  waiting  for  the  authority 
of  his  goverriment,'^-)"    of  the  Spanish  post   of 
Pensacola,   and  the  contiguous  forts.  :  Having 
assembled  4000  troops,  he  was  enabled,  through 
the  treachery  of  the  Spanish  governor,  to  effect 
his  object,  on  the  7th  and  Sth  of  November,- 
without  bloodshed.     Leaving  garrisons  in  the 
captured    forts,    the    major rgenerafl,  with    the 

*  Latour^sWar  in  Louis,  p.  40.   '*  f  Sketches  of  the  War;  p.  346, 
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rtmainder  <rf  his.  irbopB^  departed  for  Nnw  Or* 
kans ;  where  be  arrited  on  the  2d  of  Decani* 
ber.  SJnd^  the  10th  of  the  preoediag  month, 
tfa^  ^v^nor  of  Louisiana  had  inforinfed  the  ky 
gislatiire,  that  the  Britisb  were  about  to  attaKJh 
the  state^  with  from  12  to  15000  men ;  and  thai 
le  was  in  daily  expectation  of  consideni^bkt  r^ 
inforeements  from  Kentucky  arid  Tennessee^ 
.  Wifhouf  a  brief  description  of  Louisistna^  and* 
phrticalarly  of  the  line  of  maritime  i^tasimf  ttf 
which  New  Orleans  is  exposed^  the  importaM 
#peratioii8  aiboilt  to  be  detaUed,  will  not  be  Btif 
Radily  understood.  The  boundaries  of  Loiii^ 
siana  may  be  seed  upon  any  map  of  the  Ncnrttt 
American  continent :  it  is  only  neeesnry  here 
to  atate,  that  this  great  e:iifpan6e  of  t(erriMyry  baa 
a  frontier,  tf  ith  the  Spanish  internal  provmces 
ef  IdOO  nliles ;  a  line  of  sea-coast,  oti  the  Pacific 
Oee^R^  of  600  mites ;  a  frontier  with  tho  British 
dominions  of  1700  mile»;  thence,  followibg  th^ 
l^sj^issijl^i^  by  cempara^ive  course,  1400  mtles; 
add  along  the  gulf  of  Mexico  700  miles :  froaa 
the  ttiootb  of  thePerdido  to  the  ai*  N.  latitudiii, 
40  mites ;  .along  the  latter  paraflel^  240  miles-; 
baying  an  otiiline  of  6480  miles,^^  and  13S3860 
Square  miles  of  surfoce^*  The  parish  of  Ne# 
Orleans  is  bounded  north  by  Lake  Pontehartiaitt' 
aitd  the  Rigolets^  east  by  lake  Borgne  and  the 
parish  of  Plaqueminesy  soi»tb^#ast  by  the  pM 

•  jykfbfM  Lsniiisna^  j^.  It. 
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of  Mexieo,  and  wesi  by  the  paridies  of  Si.  Ber^ 

murd  and  the  iipiMrior  of  Lefdnrclib ;  pdiMssing 

ab  area  of  1300  square  miles.  The  city  of  New  Or« 

I^na,  the  capital  of  the  paridb^  and  of  the  state 

<tf  Lonisiaaa^  stiknds  upon  the  left  bank  6f  the 

Miasrissipili,  105  miles,  following  the  streiini^  and 

9D  miles,  in  a  direct  line,  froili  its  month.    The 

prwent  population  df  the  city  id  estimated  at 

S3943  persons.  *     The  line  of  maritime  invasion 

extends  from  Lake  Podtchartrain,  on  the  east^ 

to  the  river  Tesche,  on  the  west,  intersected  by 

several  bays,  inlets,  and  rivers,  which  fumisb 

avenues  of  approach  to  the  metropolis.   But  the 

flatness  of  the  coast  is  every  where  nnlavorable 

for  the  debarkation  of  troops;  and  the  bays  and 

iwAkts  being  all  obstructed  by  shoals  or  bars^  nn 

laiiding  can  be  effected,  but  by  boats,  eiM^epi 

up  the  Mississippi;  and  that  has  a  bar  at  its 

mouth,  which  shoals  to  13  or  14  feet  wat^r. 

On  the  7th  of  December,  commodore  Patter- 

.  sonbf  the  naval  commander  at  New  Orleans,  re- 

ceiiied  a  letter  from  Pensacola,  dated  on  the  Ath, 

stating  that  a  British  fleet  of  60  sail,  having  on 

board  a  large  body  of  troops,  had  arrived  off  the 

bar,  and  were  destined  for  New  Orleans.     The 

comrnodore  immediately  ordered  the  guii-*boats 

at  the  station  to  proceed  to  the  passes  Maritiita 

and  Christiana,  leading  into  lake  fibrgne i  by 

which,  and  lake  Pcmtchartrain,  it  was  thought 

^  Darby's  Loabiana,  p.  It5. 
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the  British. would  make  their  approaches.  As^ 
an  additional  protectioh,  the  Rigolets,  fonn&ftg^ 
the  communication  between  lakeiii  Borgne  and* 
Pontchavtrain,  were*  defendeid' by  a  small ^work,^ 
named  Petite  Coquille  fort.  *  Detachments '  of » 
troops  had  also  been  sent  out,  to  fell  timber! 
across  every  small  bayou  or  creek,  leadiiig  from. 
the  lakes.;  and  through  which  a  passage  for] 
boats  could  be  afforded.  The  precaution  \¥Bit 
even  taken,  in  some  of  the  bayous,  to  sink  large > 
frames,  and  then  fill  them  with  earth.  To  prevents 
any  approach  by  th&  Mississippi,  generaUaok<^ . 
son.  went  himself  to  superintend  the  direction  of  * 
the  defences  at  Fort  St.  Philip,  situated  on  th«. 
left  bank  of  the  river,  about  40  miles  from  the. 
Balize.  Besides  increasing  the  strength  of  this! 
fort,  the  general  ordered  the  immediate  constrmc^; 
tion  of  two  batteries  on  the  opposite  side  of  the. 
river.  .  It  is  now  time  to  attend  to  the  progress 
of  the  expedition. 

•  On  the  8tfa  of  December,  vice-admiral  Cod^^^ 
raiie,  in  the  Totmant,  along  with  several  other 
ship!»>  arrived  and  anchored  off  the  Chandeleur: 
islanids^i  .  On  the. same  day,  two  of  the  Americaa' 
gun^boats  fired  at  the  Armid^,  as  she,  along; 
with  the. Seabori^  and  Sophie,  was  passing  dowDf^^ 
within  , the  chain  of  small  islands  that  runs; 
paraHel  to  tbe^hore^  from  Mobile  towards  Lake. 
Borgiielv  Thr#e  other  gun-boats  were  presently 
discovered  cruizing,  in  the! lake.     On  the  lOthj 
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4.11^,  and  12th,  the  reinainder  of  the  meii*of-war 

-::Blid  tfOopHships  armed;  the  74s  anchoring- tiff 

::<i))iaiideleiu!  island;  the.  frigates  aiid  smaller  yes- 

rBeblietween Cat  island  and  the  main,  notiarfrom 

^tj^e  entrance  to  Lake  Borgne;  The  commander  of 

jdie  Ameicican  gun-boated,  fearing  an  attack,  biad, 

-Since  th^  11th,  put  bis  boats  in  the  best  possible 

HX>ndition.^   .  The  bayou  Catalan,  or  Bienvenu, 

^  iHt;  the;  head   of  Lake   i^orgne   being  the  con- 

ilemplated  point  of  disembarkation,  the  distance 

^Irom  the  anchors^e  at  Cat  island  to  the  barou 

^.inifes^  and  the  principal  means  of  tranl^port 

ippen  boats,  it  became  impossible  that  any  move- 

jsieiit  of  the  troops  could  take  place,  until  these 

guta^hoats    were  destroyed.       It   was  alsa  an 

object  to  get  possession  of  them  in  a  serrice- 

able  .  state,'  that  they  might  assist,  as  well  in 

tmnsporting  the  troops,  as  in  the  attack  of  any 

fi£  the  enemy's  forts  in   the  route ;  therefore, 

48  launches,  armed  with  24,  18,  and  12-pound 

HftfrOnades,  and  three  unarmed  gigs,  carrying, 

idtogether,   about  ^OiSO   seamen    and    marines, 

:|ijtfeed  under  the  orders  of  captain  Lockyer,  erf* 

ti^  Sophie,  left  the  ships  on  the  night  of  the  12tb. 

'j^or  the  details  of  the.  short  battle,  ending-  in 

thecapture  of  five  guu-boats,and  an  armed  sloop, 

the  reader  is  referred  to  the  British  and  Ainerican 

tyfficial  accounts,;  f  .upon  the  latter  of  which  we 

bhall;  proceed  to  make  a  few  observations. 

••l;atoarV  War  in  Louisiana,  p   69. 
•I-  App.  Nos.  78.  79.  SO.  81.  and  83. 
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It  doea  not  appear,  by  captain  LockyAb 
letter,  than  any  attack  was  mads  iipoii' the  Bm^ 
horse.  Her  destruction,  tberelbvev  hy  heir  eoia»- 
mander,  could  only  hare  been  Irdtai  a  dread  that 
she  would  be  attacked ;  or^  if  she  was  attacked^  no 
difficulty,  and  no  casualties  beyond  her  deMrnct 
tion,  occurred  on  either  side.  This  is  'cOnfihneil, 
as  well  by  the  American  return  of  l6ssj  as  by 
the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  inquiry,  held  upoil 
captain  Jones  and  bis  officers ;  in  which  neither 
the  Seahorse  nor  Mr.  Jobni^OQ,  her  conmiatidii^, 
is  at  all  named.  Captain  Jones  seetnar  to  h^efh 
mistaken  the  hour  at  which  captain  Roberti 
was  detached  to  take  the  Alligator,  for  the  tim^ 
of  her  capture :  from  which  iiervice  the  diTisioa* 
o£  boats  did  not  return,  till  the  (capture  of  gon^ 
bout  No.  1^6  had  been  effected.  The  ^'delibe- 
rate fire'^  from  one  long  33,  and  four  long  9tf, 
didf  owing  to  the  tardy  approach  of  the  boaM 
against  ^^  the.  force  of  the  current,^  produiioie 
'<  much  effect ;"  and^  till  the  latter  came  witbilk 
range  of  their  carronades^  could  not  be  re^ 
turned.  It  is  singular  that  a  writer^  who  g^Veli 
eaptain  Jones's  letter  in  his  Appendix,  »hoi!M 
describe  the  latter's  ^^  objects  ef  so  small  a  siee/' 
aiS  *^  barges  almost  as  large  as  the  gun^boats 
themselres."^  Captain  Jones  says,  '^  two  boati 
saak/^  We  can  assure  him,  that  no  other 
boat  sank    than    the  Tonuant^s  launch;  aad 

*  lAtoar'i  War  ID  LooUiaaa,  p.  OU  ' 


mwwy  mw  in  her  wa^  wv^.    The  oourt  of 
jimiiiify  hm  preferred  *<  s^v^n^  jb vgep^'*  to  "  tw« 

ImM:^^^    AI^Qr  (.atoiAT  hin^lf  thiaks  ^«  9  grent 

immJbfr  of  barges  aa4  launphes'^  f  hotter  thaft 

jgithen    Capjtaia  JQpe^'p  account  of  the  dur^tUm 

iff^  fM^tiop  m\^t  include  tb^  time  during  whicU> 

Ipr  the  rfsaistons  already  giYen,  he  had  the  firing 

illl  to  himself.    In  les^  than  20  minutes  aftei^ 

.  fkp  Pr^tish  got  alongside  of  the  flag  gup-boatf 

iMif  whole  five  vessels  were  in  their  possession. 

Xbe  defence  qf  the  ^mmodor^'s  gim^boat  did 

j^redit  tg^aU  011  board ;  nor  could  the  other^^  when 

jfcs  wa«  vftptured,  have  possibly  withstood  ti^ 

IprfH^^pferating  against  them.  It  iai  captain  Jouct^'s 

nmntif^ijtatQFft  with  whomw^.  have  umit  f^tir 
Mi^rly  to  dcJ.  This  Qffi<5fr  must  excuse  m  for 
jftuMrhingr  that  biip  '<  eorreot  sUtwnent^'  would 
lUi^M?  ha^e  d«$«rved  tb^  nfttve,  had  h?  contrl^ttd 
Ib^  natuxe  and  caliber,  aa  well  as  the  numbf  1^, 
fSffkhf:  own*  with  the  number  and  caliber  iMf.his 
9mmy»  g«ns.  Why  omit  M  notke  the  13 
ffiFJj^f!f|s,  or  balf-poMndprfi^  or  the  two  &i  inth 
bmiiijmii,  which  were  oaptucedamiaQghis:gunsi? 
^nwiU  notdi«paflB  th^  numheKso^Uis/^^elfeotivf^'* 
i^jaiwr;  yet,  >aoonding  to.  n^jor  Ii^tourv  ttm 
i^Mtip€  crew  of  gun-boat  No^  65,  wbk}h  had 
Imw  kft  to  assist  in  guarding  the  Mississippi, 
nmoBnted  to  4A  men*:^    Thia  gentleman's  zeal 

^  Lat^iurV  War  ia^Loiupbiis,  p.  tazxSu        f.  lUdk  dl. 
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lias  carried  him  rather  too  far.  Out  of  the  istdte^ 
ment  in  captain  Jones's  letter^  that  his  vesseb, 
at  2  P^M .  on  the  13th,  ''  were  in  12  or  1^  inches 
less  water  than  their  draught/'  the  major  has 
made  out  that^  in  the  action  on  the  14tlj9^*it 
was  impossible  for  the  gun-boats  to  manoeayre/' 

m 

because  ^*  several  of  them  were  sunk  18  inches 
in  the  mud;''*  and  this,  in  spite  of  captain 
Jones's  statement :"  At  3, 30,  (on  the  ISth,)  the- 
flood-ftide  had  commenced ;  got  under  wei^b> 
making  the  best  of  my  way  towards  the  Pl^tite 
Coquille."§  Captain  Jones,  in  his  eeitimate'of 
our  loss,  rather  over-rated  the  prowess  of  his 
men,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  British  returns.^ 
Major  Latour,  as  a  proof  how  much  he  is  tnfl^ 
enced  by  *^  the  duty  of  impartiality"  and  a  *^  due 
regard  to  tmth,^'  scruples  not  to  account  for 
bearly  two-thirds  of  this  loss,  by,  what  he  calls^  the 
5<plain  fact, -*— that /^  180  men  went  downf in  one 
of  the  barges  which  were  sunk/'f-  After  faayiBg 
already  stated  that  no  harge  was  «mik,  nor*  mett 
drowned^  we  have  only  to  add^  ihAt  the  largest 
number  of  men  in  any.one^'the  barges  was  3k 
If  we  seem  to  jpass  over  our  old^lrfendlt  Messieoifi 
Thomson,  O'Connor,  and  Smitb^^it  is,  not  tafM* 
cause  their  statements  are  less  extravagant  tli«i 
those  of  our  two  new  acquaintances,  but  because 
the  latter  enter  more  largely,  into  the  eventsof 

-A  Latonr's  War  in  Louisiana,  p.  Sl.^       f  Ibid  p.  915 JP. 
X  App.  No.  79.  %  App.  No.  80. 
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the  Louisiana  war.  Mr.  John  Henry  Eaton,  the 
bkigraphittt  of  general  Jackson,  taking  the  hint 
from  major  Latour,  about  the  American,  gun*-* 
boats  and  British  barges^  being  nearly  o£  the- 
same  size,  presents  his  readers  with  the  follow-^, 
iog' statement  :--^ 

•Boats.        Men.         (Grans. 
*«  The  Britisli       had      43  1200  43' 

:  .TbeAmericans^  5  182  23 

38  lots  20'»»  ^ 

.  .  »  .  ■  .    ■  • 

Notbiilg  could  happen  better ;  because  it  gives 
ns  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  a  statement  also. 
Supposing  Mr.  Eaton  not  to  have  known,  that 
the  siAallest  of  his  ^^  boats'^  was  75  tons  burthen, 
th€  History  of  the  Tripolitan  WUr  would  have 
ihformed  him,  that  two  or  three  of  them  had 
crossed  the  Atlantic  and  back  in  safety.     Now 

.1  S'  , 

for  our  statement : — 

United^  States*  ?  <  boat «  «  His  Briiantilc  Majesty's 

No.  23.  brig  Hunter."  f 

Broadsi^metal  r  long  gnns,  50                 16       . 

in  poonds,   '  \  carronades,  9                 12 

59       28 

Coroplement,  41                 39 

Sisein  tons,  112  |               74  • 

And  did  not  the  American  commodore  M ac- 
donodgh^  in  an  official:  letter,  designate  twa 
British  vessels,  the  largest  of  which /was*  two 
tons  fiiaaller  than  Mn  Eaton's  ^^  boat,"  as  '^  two 
Rloops.of  war^'PJ  We  need  only  add. to  what 
has   already  appeared  respecting  the  state  of 

•  *  Eaton's  Life  of  Jackson,  p.  251. 

t  Naf.  Hist,  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  I.  p.. 240 

J.  James's  Nay,  Occur,  p.  420.  . 
VOL.    il.  A  A 
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eqvkipmeiit  of  American  gun-boats/^  that  thosak 
ttdLJenby  captaiiiLockyerfaad  polished  mA\^ogf^wf 
tiaurersing  gun-carriages^  and  were  lavisbfy  sopi^ 
^ed^  with  ordnance-stores  of  everj  descrip^ 
tion. 

The  capture  of  the  gun-boata  having- tboa left 
open  t^fs  entr^ce  b j  the  l^es,  great  consterna- 
tion ptevailed^at  New  Orleans.  General-  Jack- 
son, with  a  promptitude  highly  to  his  credit, 
redoubled  his  exertions;  and,  with  wlmt,*in 
our  despotic  country,  would  be  considered  ^ 
stretch  of  power,  proclaimed  martial  law.  Bj; 
¥itay)of  spunding  the  British  as  to  the  route  thejf 
meaiit  to  take,  comippdore  Patterson,  on  th^ 
)5th  of  December,  sept  a  purser  and  doctor  of 
the  navy,  with  a  flag,  under  preteiv^  '*  of 
obtaining  correct  information  as  to  the  Stituatipn 
of  the  officers an^  .crews  made  prisoners  on  board 
the  gun-boats,  fmd  of  endeavouijing  to  obtain 
their  being  suffejred  to  return  to  tow^  on  parole."! 
Admiral  Cochr^ipe  very  properly  told  them. 
^^  that  their  visit  was  unseasonable,  and  that  be 
could  XK>t:  permit  them  to  return,  until  the 
intended  attack  was  made,  and  the  fate  of  New 
Orleans  decided.":)^  This  was  construed  *  i  ntb '  i 
^^  Wariton  outrage  oh  propriety,^'  and  all  sorts  of 
abuse  lavished  itpon  the  British  cbaraeter. 

On  the  16th  the  Qrst  division  of  troops,  con« 
sisting  of  the  85th  regiment,  landed  at  Ldeaux 
Poix,  a  smaill  swampy  spot,  at  the  mouth  of 

*  See  p.  SOO.        +  Latour's  War  in  LoaiuaDii  p.  75. 
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ilf^  P^rl  river ;  about  30  mileR  frotn  the  anchor* 

M^,  find  nearly  the  same  distance;  from  the 

biiyoli  Ciatalaii,  or  Bienvenu,  intended  as  the 

pbiht  of  iKsembarkation.     Various  causies,  as 

detiat led  in  admiral  Cochrane's  letter,  *  delayed 

We  arrival  of  the  boats  at  the  fishermen's  village, 

IrifM  the  entrance  of  the  bayon,  till  midnight  oti 

m&  2id  ;  when,  immediately,  the  advance,  con<« 

ifi^ifg  of  760  rank  and  file  tif  the  4th,  403  rank 

^Iktfile  of  the  85th,  and  ,196  ranl^  and  file  of  thi^ 

flisth  regiments,  also  100  sappers,  miners,  and 

altliltevy  mei^   with    two  3-pounders,    and    90 

tfbHceteers,  in  all  1688  men,  under  the  oomiftand 

^colonel  Thornton  of  the  85th,  comipenced 

itiiMMling    the    bayo^i    Ma2ant»    or  prineipiU 

limii6it  of  the  Bienven«;  and^  at  four  o^clook 

^iV'tlfe  iblloM^ing  mornings  landed  at  the  extre^ 

UtiAty  o€  Villere*s  canal,  running  from  the  bayou 

ItfasaMty  towards  the  Mississippi^ 

"  >  Afs  the  country  around  N^w  Orleans  possesses 

v^i^y^  peculiar  features^  a  slight  digression  msiy 

be  aeoessary.    The  bayou  Bienvenu  is  the  dreek 

tflMtitgli  which  all  the  waters  of  a  large  basing 

dr  swamp,  about  80  miles  in-extent,  bounded  oipi 

tke  north  by  the  MkslHiippi,  on  the  wb^t.  by 

Mew  Orleans^  on  the  norflikwest,  by  bayou  Sau^ 

yagt^^  or  Chef-menteur,  and  on  the  east  by  Lake 

Borgne,  into  which  it  empties.     It  receives  the 

streanis^  of  sev^rail  other  bayous^  formed  by  the 

♦  App.  No.  99. 
A  A  ^ 
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ivaters  ot  the  surrounding  cypress  swamps  and 
prairies,  as  well  as  of  innumerable  little  stresmis^. 
frOm  t)ie  low  grounds  along  the  ri  ver.  It  is;naviga- 
ble  for  vessels  of  100  tons,  12  miles  from  its  mouth. 
Its  breadth  is  fi:em  110  to  150  yards^  and  it  ha& 
six  feet  water  on  the  bar,  at  common  tides,  and 
nine  f^et  at  spring  tides.  Its  principal  branch 
is  that  which  is  called  bayou  Mazant,  which 
runii  towards  the  south- west,  and  receives  the. 
waters  of  the  canals  of  the  plantations  of  Vill^r^ 
Lacoste,  .and  Laronde,  upon  which  the  British 
a^terwardi^  established  their  principal  encamp- 
liient*  The  level  of  the  great  basin^  on  the  bank 
of  the;  principal  bayou,  is  usually  12  feet  below 
the  banks  of  the  Mississippi.  The  overflowing 
df  the  waters  of  all  those  bayous  add  canak^ 
occasioned  by  the  tide  of:  the  sea,  or  by  the  winds 
raising  the  waters  la  the. lake,  forms,  on.  sdi  theii 
banks,  deposits  of  slime^  which :  are  continually 
raising  them  above  the  rest  of  the  soil ;  itO  th^t 
the  interval  between  two  bayous  is  below,  the 
ferel  of  their  banks,  and  the  soil .  is ,  generally 
covered  with  water  and  mud,  in ;  wMeh  li<f|iiatik^ 
plants,  or  large  reeds,  of  the  height  of  from  six 
to  eight  feet,  grow  in  abundanc^^  It  sometimes 
happens  that  the  rains,  or  the  filtrated  waters, 
collected  in  these  intervals^  or  btCsins,  not  findjn 


a  rent,  form  what  are  called  trembling  praifnul$4 
.which  are  at.  all  times  impassable  to  men  a] 
domestic  animals.     The  landin  Lower  Louisian^^^^ 
slopes  in  the  inverse  direction  of  the  soil  of  oth 
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Countries,  being  most  elevated  dii  the  sides  'of 
the  rivers,  and  sinking  as  it  recedes  fitom  them; 
The  Mississippi,  at  New  Orl^ns,  periodically 
swells  14  of*  15  feet ;  and  is  then  from  three  to 
fodr  feet  above  the  level  of  its  banks;  To  eoii'* 
fine  its  waters  within  its  bed,  dikes  or  ramiparts, 
called  in  Louisiana  /^^i?«,  have  been  raided  on 
{is  banks,*  from  the  highlands  .towards  its  mouth, 
ti  little  above  the  level  of  the  highest  swells; 
ijrithodt  which  precaution,  the  lands  would  .be 
ton^itelv  dverBof^ed^  from  four  to  five  months  in 
the- 'year;  ^  The  reader  will  now  be  better  able 
to '  apj^reciate  the  difficulties  our :  troops  and 
iftMmefi'hfld.to  encounter,  in  traLnsportiiig  themt- 
flblves,  their  baggage,-  provisions,'  afid  artillery^ 
fi^'-the  «cehe  of  operations  <on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Mississippi. 

*-The  6pot  at  which  the  British « advance  had 

ilihded;  wa$  about  a  mile  from  a  cjpress  wood, 

or  swamp,  of  nearly  a  mileanda  half  in  depth, 

rminijig  parallel  to  the  Mississippi;   betweien 

ffhioh  and  the  border  of  the,  wood,  is  a  slip 

of  land^  from  1«5   to  1700  yards   wide,   intcD- 

sected  by  strong  horizontal  railings,- and  serfef- 

ral    wet    ditches,    or   canals,    and  principally 

planted     with    sugar    canes.  ^    Several    lai^e 

houses,  with   their  out-offices  and  negro-huts^ 

lire  scattered,  at  irregular  distances,  over,  this 

tract;  along  which  passes^  near  to  the  lev^e,  oi* 

%>atik  of  the  river,  thehigh  road  to  New  Orleans. 
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At  about  noon  on  the  23d,  the  piquets  oi  ike 
British  adyanced  division  arrived  at  M.  Villere's 
house,  standing  upon  the  road-side,  at  the  disr 
tance  of  about  six  miles  from  the  citj.  Here  n 
company  of  the  3d  regiment  of  militia  was 
surprised  and  captured.  Soon  afterwards^ 
colonel  Thornton,  tvitb  the  retnainder  pf  hif 
division,  arrived,  and  bivouacked  upon  the 
higher  ground  of  the  plantation,  or  that  nearest  to 
Abe  river.  This  point  had  been  reconnpitere^^ 
since  the  night  of  the  18th,  by  the  honprabla 
eaj[itain  Spencer,  of  the  Carron,  and  lieatenailt 

m 

Feddie,  of  the  quarter-master-gener^l's  depai^t 
ment.  ThebC  officers,  with  a  smuggler  as  th^ 
guidb,  had  pulled  up  the  bayou  in  a  ca^noe,  aful 
iidvaneed  to  the  high  road^  without  seeing  any 
persons,  or  preparations. 

After  general  Wilkinton,  whose  local  know* 
fedge  in  this  quarter  no  one  will  dispute^  has 
ataitefl,  that  lieutenant  Jones,  of  the  hite  Am^ri:* 
isan  flotilla,  in  answer  to  the  particular  enquifiif^ 
^lit  to  him  respecting  the  strength  of  Fort* 
€oquille,  defending  the  entrance  to  Lake  P^nt* 
charttaine,  reported  it  to  nipunt,  instead  ^f  eighti 
^^^^  pieced  of  artilley/^  and  to  be  gaj-rii^nisd 
by,  hot  60, — but  ' *  fiOO  men, "  and  that,  in  C9n< 
aequience  of  the  supposed  strength  of  that  posi* 
doti,' the  British  deterinined  to  advancje  by  the 
bayou  Bienvenu,  he  sa^s : — '^  To  this  direoti^ 
of  the  hivaders,  and  th^r  hatt  after  they  k^i 
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Ireached  the  bmk  4f  ?tb«  KIjMisfa|xp],  maj!,  Undi^T 

*CU>d,  Jb;feas€Rb^t3ie;salf^il;toa4^f  New  Oifleansl 

^md  ^en^ral  Jackson's  morited  fande.r  By  itbi^ 

^proacb,  the  enemy  jdaood  the  Ainericfa*  IHifeiigr 

dm  their  fibfity  leaving  its  reitriqilt^n  tojevi^ry 

^qpecies  of  refeource,    and  it&  fliinks  p^tktCtly 

ildoitred  by  ihi  riyer  and  .the joypr^  fiWani|ui ;  |i 

-otaation  the  mpst  desirable  to  >  military  4ktw^ 

bedanse  it  eMbles  him  tt>  condense  hi»  {orQ% 

^knd.d^embjftrrass  his  mind  c^  every. care  and 

eirei^.  concern,  but  that  of  marshalling  hif  men 

and  prefnuing  for  bitttiieL     Yet,  £13  the  enemy 

had/linpcirciived,  got  !within  two  honxs^  Uareb 

tif  tbe  city,  if  they  bad  proceeded,  directly  for- 

waiid,  .the  advantages  of  general  JacksQpjS  posi^ 

ticmv  which  afterivards  became  all  impprtani, 

coidd  not  have  arailed  him ;  becaitse  the  enemy 

wmikl  have  carried  8ur|>rise  with  t^eok^  w^nlf 

hate,  lukind  the  American    corps  disperi^^* 

without  condert,  and  unprepared  >  lor  .Combat ; 

andv  making  the  attack  with  a  superior  nililif^ 

ricallbrce  of  disciplitaed  troops^  Agaiiurt;  4  body 

coibposed  c^hiefly  of  irregulars:  under  $ueh.ci|ih 

dutetanees,  no  soldier  df  experience  wiU;paas0 

ifor  a  conclasion..     The  most  bcaroip  bjrav^ 

would  hatie^  proved  unavailing,  alid  the  ca{^ittd 

i»f  Lo'uisian»y  with;^its  millions  of ,  ptoff^f^ 

ivbiild  have  beedii  lost»    But,  blinded. by.  coiir 

fidence,  beguiled  by  calculations  injurious  to 
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the  honor  of  the  high-mettled  pa^triot-wns  -of 
Louisiana^  and  considering  the  game'  safe,  they 
gave  tbemselres  up  to  security,  took  repose^  iuid 
waited  for  reinforcements/^  ^ 
'  Why  the  British  did  not  approach  by  the' way 
of  Lake  Pontchartrain^  and  take  the  city  of  Mew 
Oriels  in  the  rear;  the  general  has  hiniseUF^ 
partly  <pxplained,  in  the  ruse  de  guerre  of  Ueaten- 
ant  Jones,  or,  rather,  of  Mr.  Shields,  commodore 
Patterson's  purser.  We  say,  partly  explaiBed, 
becaose  we  know  this  route  was  suggested  by 
$everaresLperienced  British  officers.  Had.generai 
'Wilkinson  been  aware  that,  instead  of  ^^  4980/ 
inajor-igeneral  Keane,  f^ven  when  his  rieinfi>rc«r 
tnent  cfatne  up  at  10  o'clock  on:,  the  night  of  the 

■ 

23d',  'had  only  2050  men ;  andi  had  the  general 
r^flcfcted^'  what  labour  andifatigi^.  these  men 
had  undergone  since  their  departure  from  Isle 
auX'Poi^,  en  the  morning  of  the:  preceding  ds^, 
hfe  would  noi  have*  epndemned  the  British  for 
taking  repoi|0  pn  their  arriral  at  Viller^'s  ;  niore    i 
(^ispecially,  l^hen,  instead  of  ^^  3000,V  or^   as  ^ 
niajor  LetMir  sajs,  SVdOOO/^    the  British  .<  had^ 
been  ii^^rmed  by  M  r.'Ducros^and  $eyeiial  otherrv 
pri^on^rs;;'  (whb,  the  night  prerkHis,^  had>  settleidE 
the^*  plans,)  that  there  weve  from.^t  13  to  14000'*^ 
troops  iq  the  city vimd  frbnoi^f  3  ^:400Q'^  bt 
twt  ^  the  '^English  turnv'':|:.  di  bend  oSE  tfa< 

'  '  i  «        '  1 

♦  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol,  L  p.  537.   '  ' 
f  Latour's  War  in  Loiindan^:p*  104.     %  Ibid.  p.  $G^ 
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^>fiver,    about    10    miles     below     the     British 
^encampment. 

-     General  Jackson  received  intelligence  of  the  ar- 
rival of  the  British  at  Viller6^s  farm,  at  about  two 
iO*clock  P.M.  on  the  23d ;  and  major  Letour,  who 
was  the  reconnoitring  officer,  ^^  judged  that  their 
number  must  amount  to  16  or  1800.*'*     Not 
Satisfied  with  this  account,  major-general  JacL- 
son  sent  forward   ^^  colonel   Haynes,  inspector 
general  of  the  division;**  but,  says  major  Latour, 
^^  he  had  no  opportunity  to  form  a  correct  estimate 
of  their  number,  which  he  made  to  amount  to 
no  more  than  200  men.** .  Here  we. have  an  im^ 
portant  fact;  accounting  for  gederal  Jacksoa's 
ready  advance  to  the  attack;    and  affording 
an     answer    to     the    loads    of    bombastical 
stuffy  so  characteristic  of  American  accountis. 
Msyor    Latour   gives    a  detailed .  estimate    of 
general    Jackson*s    force,    on     this    occasion, 
making  it  amount  to  ''  2131  mep/*t     The  Car 
;lo|ina  schooner^  which  combined  i|i  the  attack, 
mounted    twelve    12-pound    parro^ndes,    and 
:two  long  guns  of  the  same  caliber^  with  a  crew 
.pf  ^abqut  90  m^n.    tWben  ;slie  opened  her  fire, 
several  British  soldiers^  'taking  her  to  be .  an 
imarmed  vessel,  were  act u;illy  standing  upon 
the  lev^e^  looking  at  her.  ,The  Caroline  had  not^ 
at  this  time,  any  other  vessel  in-  company.:]: 

.  The  reinforcement  that  reatahed  colonel  Thornr 
^  ]UtoQr's  War  ia  Louis*  p.  $9.     f  U.  p.  105*   |  App.  ^9.  §|, 
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teb  <m  the  iiight  of  the  attmek  anuMwtid,  QOtio 
*'  3900  men,''  but  to  only  230  rank  Md  Ale  of 
^e  itlst,  and  140  rank  and  file  of  the  88d  ragi- 
«ieiits;  total  370  men :  making  the.  aggregate 
filitish  force,  just  at  the  close  of  the  Attack^ 
iiOfiO  men.  With  these  explanatory  particulars 
before  him,  the  reader  can  take  the  details  of 
tfca  battle  irom  the  official  accounts  on  both 
aides.*  The  American  commentators,  particii»' 
larlj  our  two  new  historians,  have  indulgei^ 
themselves  in  such  a  rhapsody  of  fiilsehoods  and 
contradictions,  that  we  shall  leave  their  ^^faithfol 
histories"  to  work  their  own  effect.  On. the 
morning  of  the  24th,  the  United  States'  ship 
liOttisiana,  of  sixteen  long  12-pounders, .  and 
mctew  of  upwards  of  130  men,  joined  the  Caro- 
lina. The  loss  of  the  British,  on  the  83d  and 
34th,  the  details  of  which  are  given  in  the  ofijicial 
retorn,f  amounted  to  40  killed,  167  woiMdedt 
aud  03  missing:  totlil  275.  The  Am^ricaal,  ^ 
who,  tts  the  British  S-pounders  were  not  brought  .^^^^^ 
infb  use,  had  onlj  musketry  to  eontend  with,  ^  ^g^j^ 
tmstained  a  loiss,  on  the  !Z3d,  as  partie«ilkris*d^«^li) 
jn  their  return,!  of  34  killed,  115  i^»MdM«J^^ 
and  74  missing ;  total  313. 

'JThe  enemy's  ship  and  schooner  contiuaitiy  sb  ^a 
liMvf  and  destructive  cannonade  jipon  ^tn^tmMzbe 
British  troopi^,  a  battery  of,  not.  as  major  Latonr^jcM  mar 
aliys^  **  several  13  and  18-pounders,"  but  of  fiv^^^^Jre 

<*  App.  No.  83>  65,  and  87.   +  App«  No.  84.  i  App.  No.  Sf^  ^36. 
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and  6*pounders,  the  heaviest  artillery  whioh 

Jm&d  then  been  got  up,  was,  by  day*light  On  the 

mxiorning  of  the  27th,  in  readiness  to  act.    This 

^second  hot  shot  lodged  in  the  schooner's  mau^ 

!bold»  under  her  cables,  and  presently  set  her  oh 

re.      Soon    afterwards,    her    crew,    with   the 

<>sspf  one  killed  and  six  wounded,  took  to  their 

'boats,  and  reached  the  shore.    By  sonke  greiwi 

smiamanagement    on    our    part,,  the  artillery^ 

:xnBtead  of  being,  immediately  that  the  CarolinA 

-^¥as  seen   to  be  on  fire,  directed  against  the 

powerful    ship    Louisiana,     whose  *^   powderr 

^magazine   was   above  water,''*   continued    to 

];>lay  upon  the  flaming  wreck.     When  the  lattw 

exploded,  which  was   not   till  an  hour  afjtef 

^h^. commencement  of  the  firing,   the  Britiak 

^lins  were  directed  against  the  ship;  but  her 

commander,  aware  of  the  danger  to  which  the 

situation  of  his  magazine  exposed  him,    had 

wisely  employed  *^  100  men  of  hiisi  crew,"  •  in 

toeing  the  Louisiana  out  of  gnn*shot. 

/Since  the  evening  of  the  25th,  nl^jor*general 

sir  Edward  Pakenham,  and  major«general  Gibbsy 

had  : arrived  at  head<-quarters ;  the.  former  to 

take  command  of  the  army,  now  augmented,  by 

fresh  arrivals  from  the  anchorage,  to  about,^—nott 

aarn^r  Latour  says,/'  9  or  10000,"!  but<~504a 

irank  and  file.     The  prevailing  frosts  had  greatly 

improved  the  road  from  the  landing  place ;  anc^ 

^  Latour's  War  ia  Loniaiaoa,  p.  118.        t  Ibid-  p;  125,* 
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vendered  a  passage  across  the  swamps,  in  tnosd 
directions,  less  difficult  than  usual.  At  this 
time  the  real  strength  of  Fort-Coquille  was  gen«-> 
rally  known  in  camp ;  and  some  one  proposed 
for  the  army  to  be  moved  back,  by  a  route 
pointed  out,  to  Lake  Pontchartrain  ;  and  thence, 
after  taking  the  forts  Coquilie  and  St.  John,  (in' 
which  there  would  be  no  difficulty,)  to  proceed 
down  bayou  St.  John,  to  the  rear  of  New  Orleans. 
The  attack  in  front,  with  such,  an  army,  wag^ 
however,  thought  to  be  the  readiest,  as  it  cer- 
tainly was  the  boldest  mode. 

There  is  no  means  of  judging  of  the  strength  of 
the  American  position,  hut  by  a  full  description. 
Fortunately,  we  are  enabled  to  give  that  in  the 
very  words  of  the  engineer  who  superintended 
the  construction  of  the  lines.  By  way  of  still 
further  elucidation,  we  have  made  use  of  major 
Latour'ft  plan  or  sketch  ;*  which,  although  it  has 
reference  to  the  operations  of  a  subsequent  day, 
represents^  except  as  to  some  of  the  guns,  the 
same  lines  which  were  now  about  to  be  attacked. 
«— -^'  Jackson's  lines,  within  five  miles  of  the  city 
of  New  Orleans,  and  running  along  the  limits  of 
Rodriguez's  and  Chalmette's  plantations,  were 
but  one  of  those  antient  mill-races  so  commoin 
in  Louisiana,  extending  from  the  bank  of  the 
river  to  the  cypress  swamp.  It  ha&already  been 
seen,  from  my  description  of  the  form  of  the  soil 

•  See  Plate  VII. 


- 1 


>  ■ 


.  I 


'•&;?. 


4f  e 


OR^AT    BRITAIN   ANB   AM£RICA«  300 

IB  Lower  Louisiana,  and  from  its  shelving  from 
the  river  towards  the  swamps,  that,  when  the 
Mississippi  i»  swelled  to  its  greatest'  height,  the 
level  of  the  surface  of  its  waters  is  some  feet 
above  that  of  the  contiguous  soil,  and  from  13 
to  15  feet  above  that  of  the  praries  and  bajous» 
which,  at  those  pdriods,  receive  the  waters  flow- 
ing from  the  Mississippi.  To  add  to  the  mass 
and  the  force  of  the  water,  the  planters  dig 
canals  a  few  feet  deep,  throwing  the  earth  on 
both  sides,  so  as  to  afford  a  mass  of  water  from 
eight  to  eleven  feet  deep ;  and,  at'  the  head  of 
these  canals^  which  are  commonly  25  feet  wide, 
are  constructed  saw-milis.  The  canal  on  which ; 
Jackson^s  lines  were  formed,  had  long  been 
abandoned,  having  qo  longer  any  mill  to  turn ; 
so  that  its  banks  had  fallen  in,  and  raised  its 
bottom,  which  was  covered  with  grass,  present^ 
ing,  rather,  the  appearance  of  an  old  draining 
ditch,  than  of  a  canal.  Oa  the  34th  of  Decern* 
ber,  general  Jackson  had  t^ken  this  position  $ 
and,  that  it  was  well  chosen,  will  sufficiently 
appear,  on  an  inspection  of  the  map.  I  will 
only  observe,  that  those  lines  leave  the  least 
possible  space  between  the  rirer  and  the  wood) 
and  that  from  the  lines  to  ViUer^'s .  oana),  tbie 
depth  of  the  high  land  contihoaUy  increases,  and 
is  at  Laronde*s  plantation » nearly  thre^  times  a# 
great  as  at  the  libes.  As  soon  as  this  positipn 
was  chosen,  the  troops  begahto  raise  a  ^wpety 
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totting  the  ditcfaf  ag  it  was,  except  that,  by  cutting 
lire  road,  it  Was  laid  under  water,  as  there  was 
then  a  temporary  rise  of  the  riter.  Earth  was 
fetched  from  the  rear  of  the  line,  and  thrown 
carelessly  on  the  left  (or  inner)  bank ;  where  the 
earth  had  been  thrown  when  the  bank  was  ori- 
ginally dug.  The  bank  on  the  right  (or  outer) 
side,  being  but  little  elevated  above  the  soil, 
formed  a  kind  of  glacis.  All  the  pales  df  the 
fences  in  the  vicinity  were  taken  to  line  the 
parapet,  and  prevent  the  earth  from  falling  into 
the  canal.  All  this  was  done  at  various  inter- 
vals,  and  by  diiTerent  corpus,  owing  to  the  fre- 
quent mutations  in  the  disposition  of  the  troops. 
This  circumstance,  added  to  the  cold,  and  to 
{ncessant  rain,  rendered  it  impossible  to  observe 
jiny  regularity  as  to  the  thickness  and  height 
fjX'  the  paraj>et ;  which,  in  some  places,  was  as 
much  as  20  feet  thick  at  the  top,  though  hardly 
fire  feet  high ;  whilst,  in  other  places,  the  enemy's 
bfdls  weiit  through  it  at  the  base.  On  the  1st 
4if  January,  there  was  but  a  very  small  proportion 
^  the  line  able  to  withstand  the  balls  ;  but,  on 
the  8th  of  January,  the  whole  extent,  as  far  as 
the  wood,  was  proof  against  the  enemy^s  cannon, 
'[t'he  length  of  the  line  was  about  a  mile,  some- 
what more  than  half  of  which  ran  from  the 
fiver  to  the  VK>dd,  the  remainder  extending  into 
th«  widod,  where  the  line  took  a  direction  to- 
wAiAi  tibe  left,  whi^h  reined  on  a  cypress  swamp 
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fidmost  impaiBsable.  'Enormous  holm  ia  the  sbily 
made  iniiilissable  by  th^ir  being  full  df  wat«r^ 
from  the  c^dnal,  rendered  a  bend  in  the  line^ 
wiavoidable/'f 

The  manner  in  which  the  artillery  was  after- 
wards distributed^  and  the  number  and  ealibcc: 
c^ the  pieces,  a{i|)ear  on  the  plan  •  It  is  only  nei^es^ 
sary  to  state  here^  that  they  consisted*^  one  3^, 
three  34,  one  18,  three  13,  and  two  6-pouhder 
h>ng-guns,  and  one  9^  and  one  6-inch  howitzer  V 
tbtkMSguns:  but  not  above  half  of  tfaemwete^ 
mounted  on  the  28th  of  December.  In  oaseo£ 
beingdriven  from  this«trong  line,  general  Jaoksoai 
had  caused  to  be  constructed  two  other  lines  ih 
ttis  rear ;  the  nearest,  or  D.upr6's  line^  at  the  disi^' 
tance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  the  third,  orMon^* 
^ui  1  line,  at  the  ^stance  of  two  miles  and  a  quar* 
ter,  from  hi^  outer,  or  main  line.  Nor  had  the 
opposite,  or  right  bank  of  the  river,  which  evaiif 
i^xceeded  the  left  in  capability  of  defence,  beeo} 
heglected.  Boisgervais'  canal,  at  the  distahoo^ 
of  three  miles  from  Ihe  city,  had  been  selected ;' 
atid  the  labour  olflSO  tiegroe$»  for  six  days,  cdvoh^ 
pleted  the  parapet  along  the  whole  length  of  tiM 
canal,  and  levelled  the  earth  to  form  a  glads  OO' 
the  opposite  inde;  There  was,  also,  opposhe  to  tiie 
city,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  a  strong  redoubt^ 
fi[^rmed  by  a  brick-kiln  ;  surrounded  by  a  ditch^ 
35  feet  wide,  with  a  glacis  and  parapet.  A^ 
palisade  extended  along  its  whole  length  on  the 

^  Sm  Pints  y II.         t  LatQur'$Waf  inLottisiaMi^  p«  )49. 
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inside. '  The  redoubt  was  furnished  with  a 
powder-magazine,  and  mounted  with  two  24- 
pounders ;  which  commanded  both  the  road  and 
the  river,  * 

The  British  commander  determined  to  make 
a  demonstation  upon  the  enemy's  fortified  line 
on  the  left  bank.  Accordingly,  at  day-light  on 
thd'  morning  of  the  28th,  the  troops  moved  for- 
ward in  two  columns;  driving  in  the  whole  of 
the  enemy  s  line  of  out-posts.  During  the 
advance  of  the  British,  the  ship  which  had  been 
80  unfortunately  spared,  opened  a  heavy  enfilad- 
ing fire  upon  them ;  and  continued  it  during- 
the  whole  of  the  forenoon,  f  Her  fire,  and  that 
from  the  enemy's  heavy  pieces  at  his  works,  did. 
considerable  execution.  On  the  30th  commodore 
Patterson  planted  behind  the  lev6e  on  tbie  right 
banka24-pounder,  and  on  the  next  day,  two  12- 
paunders;  with  which  he  threw  shot  quite  into 
the  British  camp.  Our  loss  between  the  25th, 
\i-^?  and  31st,  a$  detailed  in  the  return,  amounted  to 
16i killed,  38  wounded,  and  two  missing;  total> 
56.  X  "I^^  Americans  acknowledge  a  loss  of  nine . 
killed ;  and  eight  wounded,  §  on  shore,  and  of 
one  wounded  on  board  the  ship ;  total  18. 

By  the  evening  of  the  31st,  after  considerable 
difficulty,  ten  ship  18-pounders,  and  four  24-, 
pound  carronades  were  brought  up  the  canal, 
in  boats,  and  four  of  the  former  w:ere  placed  in. 

*  Latour's  War  in  Louisiana,  p.  125. 
f  App.  Nos.  89  and  90.      +  App.  No.  94.      §  App..No..91.^ 
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a.  battery^  formed  with  hogsbearls  of  sugar,  M 
-the  nDttiii  road,  to  fire  upon  the  diip,'  if  she 
dropped  down  the  river.  Some  otheri  battenes 
.were,  in  the  mean  time*  constructed*  The  firfit 
of  January  was  ushered  in  with  a  very  thick  fo^, 
which  did  not  begin  to  dispersed  till  to wardts 
eight  o'clock.  As  soon  as ^he' horizon  cleardd 
up,  the:  British  opened  their  batteries  upon  Hhe 
American  line.  ^^  Our  batteries,'!  says  major 
Latour,  '^  were  the  principal  objects  againit 
which  the  enemy's  fire  was  directed ;  but  wc 
were.  <  not  less  intent  in  demolishing  bis ;  ior^ 
ill  about  an  hour's  time,  our  balls  dismounted 
several  of  his  g^ns ;  and,  when  the  firing  ceased^ 
the  greater  part  of  his  artillety  was.  utifit  for 
service.  Justice  obliges  us  to  aekiiowledge,  that 
the  fire  of  the  British  was,  fcfr)  a  long  tiine,  vigof- 
TOusly  kept  up,  and  well-directed ;''^  All' this 
while,  commodore  Pattei^^on^s  guns, »on  the  oppo- 
site bank,  shared  in  the  engagements^  A  siid^ 
den  change  now  took  place  in  the  weather  f  amS^, 
so  deep  was  the  soil,  that  it  required  the  greatesi 
exertions  of  the  whole  army, ^  aided  by  the^sea^ 
men,  at  this  time  serving  with  it,' to  retire  tUA 
remaining  guns  a  ^bort  dist^ce^ :  before  divyX 
light  the  next  morning.    :    ^      -..i    :  <:lr 

Failing  to  tnake  aDyMimpression''upon--thii 
enemy^s  parapet,  and  unable  to  approach  Jbis 
fianks ;  ^n  his  rights  owing  to  the^Hti^^,  and.oh 

*  Latour*s  War  ip  Louisiana,  p.  133;      ^f  App«  No.  Q2. 
VOL.    II.  B  B 
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im  left,  owing  to  the  impassable  swamp  by 
iwkich  it  was  so  well  seeared,  the  British  com^ 
mander-in-cbief  determined  to  wait  for  the  e9C«> 
pected  reinforcements,  under  miyori-general 
JLambert.  We  may  observe,  in  this  place,  what 
great  advantage  would,  have  been  derived  from 
the  3  or  9000  Choctaw  Indians  and .  Negroes, 
•who  were  ready,  and  might  have  been  brought 
from  West  Florida.  During  the  ad  and  3d  of 
January  commodore  Patterson,  having  landed 
four  more  12«pounders,  and  erected  a  fmmace 
for  heating  shot,  caused,  till  the  evening  of  the 
5th,  considerable  destruction  in  the  British 
eamp.  Our  loss,  as  detailed  -  in  the  returns,^ 
amounted  to  33  killed,  44  wounded,  and  two 
miiHsing ;  total  78 :  that  of  the  Americans,  on  the 
Isi  of  January,  11  killed,  and  33  wounded; 
total  34. t  On  the  four  succeeding  days,  the 
cannonade,  owing  to  the  ruinous  state  of  the 
British  batteries,  was  wholly  on  th^  aide  of 
the  Americans.  *^  Our  artillery,^'  says,  major 
Latour,  **  continued  to  fire  on  the  enemy ;  and, 
whenever  a  group  of  four  or  five*  men  shewed 
themselves,  they  were  instantly  dispersed  by  our 
balls  or  shells.  The  advantage  we  cjlerived  from 
that  almost  incessant  cannonading,^  on  both 
banks  of  the  Mississippi,  was,  that  we  exercised 
our  gunners,  annoyed  the  enemy  to  such  a 
degpree,  that  he  could  not  work  at  any  fortifica^ 
eApp.No.  96.  f  App.  No.  93. 


tl<m ;  nor,  indeed/ eone  withifti  the  teftch  of  oiif 
•ftiinoii  by  day,  and  was  deprived  of  all  mpoM 
during  the  nfght.^^« 

.-  On  the  4tk  of  January  general  Jackson  re^* 
eiiTed  the  long-expected  teinforcement  of  33S0 
Kentuckians ;  t  and,  on  the  6th,  the  Britislr  re«- 
ceived  their  expected  i^inforcement  of  the  7th 
«lid  43d  regiments.  On  that  yevj  day  a  desert 
ter  informed  general  Jackson  of  the  intended 
attack ;  as  vi«ell  as  that  the  Bntish  w^e  digging; 
out  Viller^^l  eanat,  aiid  extending  it,  in  order  t^ 
get  th^r  boats  into  the  river,  ready  for  a  simtilr 
taneous  attack  on  the  opjpositl^  side«  In  the 
meanwhile  m%jor-»general  Morgan  bad  throwil 
op  two  fresh  lines,  in  advance-  of  his  works  at 
Soisgervais^  canalr  Upon  these,  and  cOmmo^ 
dore  Patterson^s  battery  on  the  river-side, :{;  were 
mounted  16  guns.  The  last-named  officer  a^e^* 
tilally  i^w,  and  reported^  contrary  to  the  belief 
of  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  §  the  operations  ofi 
ViUer6*s  canal  :|t  in  short,  the  Americans  Weti 
folly  apprized,  that  their  works  on  both  4deii 
kf  the  river  would  be  attacked  on  the'  morning 
of  the  8th.  *'  In  our  camp/'  say ii  major  La^ 
tour,  *^  all  was  composure;  the  oAcers  were 
ttrdered  to  direct  their  stibaltertis  to  be  ready 
on  the  first  signal.    Half  the  troops  passed  the 

*  Latour's  War  in  Loaisiana,  p.  143. 

f  EatoD'9  life  of  Jasktoo,  p.  SSt.         %  ^ee  Plate  VII. 

^  App.  No.  ae.  I  App«  Bfo.  10ft. 
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ntgpbt  behind  the  breastwork;  tfeliieiring  each*' 
other  oecasionalljr.  Everj  one  waited!  for  day 
with  anxiety  and  impatience^ :  bjnt  with  calm 
intrepidity ;  expecting  to  be  vigDroAsly  attacked, 
and  knowing  that  the  enemy  had*  then  from  13 
to  I5fi00  bayoniets  to  bring  into  actiony  besides 
3000  sailors,  and  some  marines/,^  *  This  preli* 
minary  puff  might  pasfEi;  but  for  the  statement 
about  the  strength  of  the  British  forces.  We 
will  first  point:  out  whcfre  the  nugor  contradicts 
hiqiself  H\i  'Mist  of  the  several  corps  com* 
posiiig  the  Brifcisb  army,  at  the  time  of  its  land- 
ing on  the  shores  of  the  Mia^issippi,^  wilh  an 
^stimatQof  their  respwtive  force,'^—- wherein  we 
find  the  >'  40th  regiment,'^  and  a  '^  detachment 
of  the  62il  regimejdtfV.ithat  did  not  land  till  the 
11th  of  January,,  stated^  together,  at  *M30O 
men,''  the  /^  rock^trbrigade,  .artillery,  drivers, 
engineer^,  .sappers  and  miners,",  at  ^*  1500,'' 
and  the.  *|  royal  marines^  and  sailors  taken  from 
the  fleet,''  as  high  as  '^3500,"!~mjakes  a  total  of 
Mfy  *^14A9fy;'f  less,  by  200!0  ftnd  upwards, 
th^n  the  amount  ..which  he  had  previously 
tQ^A  us  yvfis  /^  ready,  for  action/'  Again ;  the 
numbers ;  upon  ^he  .^lajor's.  diagram^  or  plan 
of  the  battle  of  .thp  8th,:  run  thus :  *<  Main 
Attack  of  the  Briti^s  supposed  to  be ;  bet  ween  8 
and  9000  strong ;" — **  Left  column  of  the  British, 

•  •  •  i         ■ 
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supposed  1300  I  strong.  •■  Add .  to  this  nombei 
the  800:  stated  as' ^ the  British  force  upod  tlie 
right  bank  ;«aod  we  have,  as  the  total  upon  both 
sides  of  the  river^  12500,  instead  of '^  from  12  to 
15000,  besides  2000  siailors,  and  some  marines/^  . 
V  This  is  the  enemyfs,)  now  ^ for  the-  British, 
account  of  our  force;  Previously  to*  the  ^t^ck 
on  .the  imoi'ning  of  the  Sth^iwe  bad>  'include 
ing.  fatigue-parties  .and  pt^uetsy  and  eveiy 
description  of  foree  on  .shore,  the  following, 
rank  and  iile:  14th  light  dragoons,  295 ;  rojal 
artillery:,: 570;  sappers  and  miners,  98;. staff 
corps,  57  ;  4th  foot,  747;  7th,  750;  21st,  800} 
43d,  820;  44th,  427;  85th,  29a ;  93d,  775; 
95th,  276;  and  1st  and  5th  West  India  regi-^ 
ments,  (blacks,)  1040;  total,  6953  men ;  jiist 
2643  less  than  major  Latour's  estimated  strengiii 
of  those  14  corps.  By  adding.  1200,  for  the 
seamen  and  .  marines  from :  the  fleet,  we  ^have 
8153  for  the  total  amount  of:  ithe  British  on 
isjhore. .  Deducting  ,853  [men  for  ,  the .  £itigao-« 
parties,  piqueted  guards. at  the.  hoi^itals,  &c. 
leaves  7300  men  fox  the  British  force,  *'  ready 
for  action/'  on  both  sides  of  the  river,  at  or 
before  day-light,  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  of 
January.  To  this  force  was  added  a  battery, 
hastily  thrown  up,  of.  six  18-pounders;  besides 
a  brigade  of  9,  6,  and  3-pounders,  and  one 
howitzer.  With  the  details  of  the  force  at 
general  Jackson's  lines,  we  have  nothing  to  do. 
The  following   extract   from    Mr.    O'Connor^s 
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hook  will  suffice.  <^  Frdm  an  ^ffioiat  atsomnrt^^^ 
wjrs  he^  ^'  it  appeared,  that. the  nitaiberof  men 
tinder  command  of  general  Jackeoo,  and  actu** 
idljr  engaged  against  the  eoemjy  on  thefith  of 
Jtonarj^  amonatod  to  4898/'^  This  ^as  on 
the*  left  bank :  on^  the  right  bank,  we  hava  400 
Men^  sent  across,  on  the  morning  of  the  6thy 
Wider  the  celebrated  French  generaUIInaiiiert, 
and  1500,  f  already  on  that  aide,  under  msyor<* 
general  Morgan  and  commodore  PattetDon; 
auking  a  total  force,  on  both  sides  of  the  riv^er ^ 
el^6198  men.  The  American  artillierj,  inclndiog 
the  batteries  on  the  opposite  bank^  and  imlf 
half  the  guns  of  the  Louisiana,  consisted  of 
npwards  of  30  pieces. 

i  .For  the  order  of  attack,  and  the  dliqipositieii 
of  the  dilSerent  corpSi  we  must  refiir  the  loader 
to  migor-general  Lambert's  letter4  ^^  uaavoid^ 
able  delay  had  occurred  in  getting  the  boats  into 
the  Mississippi;  where  they  were  Mqoircd  to 
carry  across  troops,  in  order  to  attaiDk  genend 
Morgan's  lines :  and  then  a  circiunstmK^e,'  which 
happened  at  tbe  veiry  onset,  ga^  a  fatal  torn 
t»  the  first  misfortane.  The  44th  ngidieiit, 
liwing  chiefly  to  the  negligence  of  its  eomoiaa* 
^r,  failed  to  be  in  readiness  mth  the  fetsdnes 
and  ladders.  These  had  been  placed  in  a  redoubt, 
ISOO  yards  from  the  enemy's  lines;  by  which 

•  Hist  of  the  War,  p.  291. 
f  Eatoti^fi  LIfedf  Jacksoti^  p.  396;  TideCrmtum. 
.      tAp*.No.Pfr 
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ffidoiibt  tbe  44tb,  in  ifs  way  from  cami^  t0  ito^ 
fitetion,  paaned^  till  it  arrived  at  the  advanced 
iMittery,  about  OOO  yards  nearer  to  the  enemy's 
Mae.  The  misunderstanding,  for  such  it. wiMi,  being. 
maw  J  for  the  first  time,  cleared  up,  the  com-. 
Manding  officer  of  the  44th3  lieutenant-colonel 
Mnllins,  (only  a  captain  in  the  regiment,)  sent 
backaoOmen,  under  lieutentant-colonel  Debbeig> 
to  bring  up  the  fiuM^ines  and  ladders.  B^ore  the 
44th:  returned,  the  firing  had  commenced ;  imd 
QMtty  of  the  men  threw  down  their  '^  heavy"  loadst 
ILsd  took  to  their  muskets.  There  wa^  not  one. 
hdder  placed  \*  although  some  were  thrown 
in  tbe  ditch.  What  followed  we  cannot  describe 
better,  than  in  the  sworn  depositions  of  two  disr 
tittgttished  officers,  examined  at  colonel  MiiUins's 
eourt^^martial.  M^r  sir  John  Tylden,  of  the 
43d  regiment,  says :— ^'  On  the  morning  of  the 
$tb  of  January,  I  was  in  the  field,  as  senior  officer 
•n  the  acy  utant-^general's  department.  I  apcom-« 
panied  sir  £L  Pakenham,  shortly  after. four 
o'clock,  to  the  house  of  miyor-general  Gibbs* 
Immediately  on  his  arrival,  general  Gibbs  rep- 
ported  to  sir  E.  Pakenluum,  in  my  presence,  that 
colonel  MuUins  had  neglected  to  obey  the  order 
given  him  the  evening  before,  in  not  haying  hi$ 
vegiment  at  the  head  of  the  column,  with  thf 
foscines  and  ladders,  but  that  he  had  immedi^ 
ately,  on  finding  it  out,  sent  an  officer  to  the 
regiment  to  hurry  them  on;  that  the  mistake 

*  Court-martUI  oa  Usstflnant-fiiriioiie)  MilHna^  p.  M. 
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might  be  rectified,  and  that  he  '^as  in  moment 
tary  expectation  of  a  report  from  that  regiment/ 
Sir'E.  Pakenham  then  ordered  me  to  find  oat 
the  44th  regiment,  and  to  know  if  they  had  got 
the  fascines  and  ladders,  and  to  ascertain  (the 
{Probability)  of  their  getting'  up  in  their  situatioa 
in  colimm.  I  did  so,  and .  found  the  44t3i 
regiment  moving  off  at  the  redoubt^  j  uat  before 
day,  in  a  most  irregular  and  unsoldierlike  maa-< 
ikWi  with  the  fascines  and  ladders.  1  theni'.rfer 
turned,  after  some  time^to  sir  £.  Pakenham, 
and  reported  the  circumstance  to  him  ;  stating 
that,  by  the  time  which  had  elapsed  since!  left 
them,  they  must  have  arrived  in  their  situation 
in  column.  Shortly  after  the  signal  of  attack 
was  given,  1  rode  with  sir  E.  Pakenham  toward 
this  column.  In  passing  towards  the  head  of 
the  column,  we  saw  several  parties:  of  the  44th 
Regiment  straggling  about  the  ground  with  their 
faaciliesand  ladders  ;  and'Someof  them  had,  even 
then,  commenced  firing;  ^^  On  arriving  at  th^ 
columti,  a  check  apd  confusion  had  takei>  place, 
and  the  firing  was  becoming  general.throughoot 
the  whole  of  the  column.  General  Gibbs  came 
Up  to  sir  Edwainl'  Pakenham,  and  said^  in  niy 
behring,^  1  am  sorry  to  have  to  report  to  you, 
the  ttoops  will  not  obey  me ;  they  will  notioHoW 
^e.^  '  At  this  moment  there  certainly  was  great 
cbnfiision  prevailing  in  the  column.  Sir  E. 
Pakenham  pulled  off  his  bat,,  and  rode  to  the 
bead  of  the  column,  and  cheered  the  men  00| 
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snd  In  that  act  fell.  At  this  time,  I  <had  jivit 
retaraed  from  the  other  flask  of  the ;  cdlumiif 
and  having  been  at  both  flanks,  and  sut  tbehead 
of >the  oohinin,  1  can  positively  aissert,  thj^re  wa£i 
not  a  single:  man  of  the  44th  regiment  iurfrwiu 
I  then  rode  to  the  rear,  to  report  .the  detitkvoC 
eir  Edward  Pakehham.  In  going;  to<  l:b«i  r^^l 
I  saw  serera);parties  of  the  31st  and  44th  .regi<; 
ments  ronnihg  ^  to  the  Tear^  and:  fl]*ing  inr  aijl 
directions,  in  the  most  disorderly  manner  1  %YfiX 
witnessed.  I  also  saw, scattered  in  several  fiart« 
of  the  field,  several  of  the  ftiscines  andlajdd^irs^ 
1  reported  the  substance  of.  my  te»tim9^j:1^ 
major-general  sir  •  John  Lambert/'  ^  --rsMiyQf 
M^Dougai,  of  the  ^tfa  regiment^  says  thus  r-:^ 
*'  I  was  aide  de  camip  to  majdr*geneiial.  P^keH^ 
ham,  and,  on  the  signal  of  attack  being  giveii 
on  the  morning  of  the>  8th  January,  1  acopmr 
panied  him  to  the  front.  He  expressed  him»^f 
in  the  strongest  termsf,  ^  relative  ^  to  -  tbe^  -  44^ 
i^gi ment .  The  cotnin n,  of  SLit^ck  a|^§red :  tp 
be  moving  in  a  regular  maim^Qr ;  apd  h^  expreftm} 
his  cbhfidence  on  the  event  <if  the;  ^$t^c}^ ;  hqwr 
ev^er,  a  firing  commenced;  and;  p^reseptly  aft?];^ 
wards,  I  saw  manyiin^ividua^  of  tl^  44th  rpgi?* 
mant,  as  well  as  a  grpupof  three  or  foifr,  scattered 
ovepthe  field,  some  of  them  runfiing.to^th^  rear 
with  the  fascines  on  their  ^oiriders,  /■  S^r  £dwar4 
Pakenham  said,— r-^  For  sh^me,  recojllect  yon  are 
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Rritiflli  wldieni ;  this  is  liie  road  you  ought  to 
tafce;^  but  with  littlfi  nvwH.  On  getting  up  to 
the  coluains  the  firing  had  extended  t6  the 
mar,  and  the  whole  oolomn  was  a  mass  ci  firing 
and  confusion,  and  the  head  of  the  column 
kad  checked.  Sir. Edward  Pakenham  placed 
Ifimself  in  front ;  and,,  by  his  exertionSf  got 
the  firing  very  neariy  to  cease,  although  not 
altogether;  and-  the  column  which  he  led  in 
|>erson  began  to  more  fi>rward.  When  he  had 
iemiducted  them  about  30  or  40  yards,  he  re^ 
tcdved  a  wound,  and  his  horse  at  the  same 
moment  was  shot  under  him;  and,  almost 
Immediately  afterwards,  when  he  had  mounted 
the  second  horse,  he  receiTed  another  shot,  which 
deprived  him  of  life,  and,  by  the  fall  of  their 
leader^  deprived  the  column  of  its  best  chance 
of  recovering  success.  On  his  fall,  the  firing 
Mtoommenced  with  all  its  fury ;  and,  beyond  the 
spot  where  the  general  led  them,  the  head  of  the 
leolumn  did  not  advance.*  The  ground  presented 
IM  obstacle  to  the  advance  of  the  column,  or  any 
thing  that  should  have  occasioned  straggling  in 
V  corps  regularly  Ibrmed  and  duly  attended  to; 
hid  the  regiment  originally  been  properly 
jfbrmed.  At  bo  period  in  the  field  did  1  see  any 
part  6f  the  44th  regiment  in  a  body ;  there  w^fe 
M>me  at  the  head  of  the  column,  many  at  the 
flanks  and  rear  of  the  column :  I  particularly 
remarked  several  of  the  soldiers  of  that  regiment 


livpcming  down  the  fascines  and  ladders  to  cdm* 
tteaee  firiiig.  It  is  my  opinioii,  that  the  whole 
eevfusioii  of  the  colattin  proceeded  firom  the 
origiaal  defective  formation  of  the  44th ;  the 
iUl  of  sir  Edward  Pabenham  deprived  Ao 
4oliiiBn  of  its  best  chance  of  success;  and,  had 
the  4^umn  moved  forward  according  to  older, 
the  enemy^s  lines  would  have  been  carried  with 
little  loss.  When  the  fire  from  our  cdmnn 
eommenced,  the  fire  from  the  enemy's  was  Irat 
mere  spit  of  fire,  nothing  to  check  a  mdviil^ 
column/'  *  We  may  here  notice  a  slight  error 
in  major-general  Lambert's  despatch,  it  was 
brigade*»mi^r  Wilkinson,  and  not  migorwgenerai 
Mr  Edward  Pakenham,  who  fell  on  the  glacis 
of  the  enemy's  line^  The  latter  fell  near  the 
spot  marked  on  the  diagram*  ^f- 

Had  it  not  been  for  the  misbehaviomr  of  the 
44th  regiment,  sir  Edwaid  Pakenham's  lile 
might  have  been  spared;  and,  with  such  an 
officer  to  conuaand  in  chief,  the  day  miMt  have 
been  ours.  The  two  officers,  the  best  tide  to 
succeed  him,  fell  also ;  one  mortally,  the  other 
severely  wounded.  H  is  idle  to  accuse  the 
44th  and  9l8t,  (part  of  which  regiment  equally 
misbehaved,)  of  cowardice.  To  reftite  snch  a 
^ar^,  it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that  the  men  of 
those  regiments  vrere  chiefly  irishmen.    Tlie  Hist 


*  Court-martial  on  lieutenant-colonel  MiilKns,  p.  d. 
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mnd  44th  were  not^  however,: isus. 
jcterioglf  callii  thetn^  .  >'  Wellington^*:  heroes  :^' 
thejr  eame  from  the  MediterraiMBn^-^fmrn  Tar« 
fBgona!;  *slnd  meise^  certainly^  the '  two  woMt  dis- 
ei^ined  ioo^  upon  the  field-  at  New  OFleans. 
The  second  battalion  of  i  the  44th  had  gained' 
repute  under  the  duke  cof -Wellingtons  and  been 
always  in  :a  /high  state  .of:  diseipline:  it  was 
at. this  time  in  Eur<^.  -  Where  was  the  premier 
Ooninianding  offieer  of  :tfae  first  battalion  of  ^  the 
44tfa  ?  tWe  are  sorry  to  .beiCompeUed  to  say,  that 
colonel  Brooke  was  present,  bnt  not  at  the  head 
of  his:  regim^it ;  >  owing,  it  would  seem^  to  some 
jHque  or  misunderstanding.  '  Comparing  .  his 
competency .  wil)h  (the  m>torioas  incompetency  of 
liMiotenant^coloneliMulltns,  colonel  Brooke  has 
much  to  answer  for/  J^ajor  Latour^  lmv4ng 
beard,  as  -he  cotildcnot  iferl-  to  do;  that  tbie  i>heck 
in  the  ad^ainoe  of  the  right  British  .column  arose 
from  the  .wJEint .  of  ^  the  fascines  and  >  ladders,' 
describes  tbeimenias  A^  shouldering  their  muskets, 
and  all  cBrryin^i  fascines^  and  some  with  lad* 
der^^'*  Hpre  ha  ds  outdone  byi Mr.  'O'Connor  ; 
who,  in  bis  representation  of  tho  action,  ^has 
actually  placed 'B: ladder,- miid. a  long  one  too/ 
directly  against  the  parapet.         >   ,.  •  ^^  •: 

i  Colonel  Rennie,  of  the  engineers,*  at  the  head 
of  iL^Tisioa  of  the  British  left  brigade,  under 
major-general  Keane,  was  directed,  as  we  gather 

*  Latour's  War  in  Lbaisiana,  p.  154. 
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Atom  ^e .  [AmeiMad: .  aofbnnte^ .  ^for  the*  British 
toffioM  ktter' contains  no  ddtailk,)  to  storm:  an 
Unfinished  viedofibt  ii})DBithe  enemy  sright.^  1'The 
ditaehment  !drdeted»  s^^ainst  this  place/^says 
general  Jacks(ya^sbiograflhi$ty^^foltned.t^  left 
of  general  Keane'aiObntmatnd.  Rennie  executed 
his  ordersr  with  great  bravery ;  and,  urging  for- 
wardi  arri¥ed..at  the  ditob.  .  'His  advance  was 
{^eatly  annoyed  hy  commodore  Patterson'9  bat- 
tery on*  the  left  bank^  ^nd  the  cannon  mounted 
oii  the^  FedoAbt ;.  bot^  maohing  our,  works^  and 
passing  the  ditch,  RenDie,>  sw^rd  in  hand, 
leaped  on  the  wall,  and,;  callings. tp  his  troops^ 
bade  them,  to  foUoiwr  be  had  scarcely  spoken, 
when  befell)  by: the  fata)  aim  of  our  riflei^m 
Pressed  by  the  impetuosity^  of  superior  n  ambers 
.who  wei^  ikioiinting  the  wall,,  and  entering- at 
the' embrasures, '  oiir  troops  had  retired  ta  the 
line^  in  rear  of.  the  redoubt.  A.  momentary 
pause  ensued,  but  only,  to  be  inteirrupted  with 
increased  horrom.  Captain  Beal,  with  the  city 
nflemienv'  ceiol  aiid.sielf  possessed,  perceiving  the 
enemy;iR  his  front,  opened,  upon  them,  and»  at 
every  discbange^. brought  She  object  jto  the 
ground*  ;  Ta' advance,  ton  maintain  the^  point 
gained,  was  eq^uaUy  'impracticable  ,fo]?.;tb<$ 
enemy:  Iba  retraati or T:sqrrendepw.a(»  the  oqly 
alternative;  cfoirt^y  ilr^ady  pejM^ved. the  divi- 
sion on  th^  right  thrown  into  confusion ^  apd 
hastily  leaving  the: field*"*:    The  situation  of 


Aiam  bnite  fellows^  tbn  abuidoMfl,  niRy  lib 
awilj  conceived :  they  wera,  nearly  «M,  kilkd 
•t  taken  pritonert.  TIm  fift  fMOi  the  nmsketiy 
ceased  at  about  kalf^^paet  eight; 'AM  Aom  the 
artillery,  not  till  half-^Mt  two  in  the  nfternooii; 
The  British  loss,  on  both  banhS)  atnoonlMl  to 
MO  killed ;  1302  wounded ;  and  484  nttseing }  f 
total,  not,  as  the  American  accounts  say,  ^  about 
^MOO,"  but  12036.  As  a  proof  whut  little  op^ 
portunity  there  was,  on  the  part  of  general  Jack^ 
•on^s  troops,  for  displaying  any  other  qualities 
than  skill  in  the  use  of  the  rifle  and  gfestt  guns, 
theAmerican  loss,  on  the  left  bank,  amounted 
to  no  more  than  seven  killed  and  six  wounded ; 
nnd,  on  both  foanks^  to  only^  13  killed,  39 
wounded,  and  19  missing:  totel  Tl.^f; 
-  Wo  shall  conclude  Our  atcountof  the  battle  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  with  the  opinions 
of  two  American,  or  rather  of  one  Frenoh  and  one 
American  military  officer,  upon  the  quality  and 
behaTiourof  the  British  troojf^s;  aawellMr  upon  the 
merits  of  the  plan  of  «rt;tack,  in*  which  thoy  so 
unfortunately  failed.  ^^  It  is  well  koown/^  says 
misgor  Latour,  ^'  that  agility  is^  not ^tbe^ distinct 
five  quality  of  British  troops;  Their  movement 
ie^  in  general,  sluggish  and  difficult ;  steady, 
but  too  precise ;  or,  at  least,  more  suitable  for 
a  pitched  battle,  or  behind  intrenchments,  than 

e*  Eaton*!  life  of  Jackson,  p.  349.  f  App.  No.  100/ 
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Ilk  an  assault.  The  British  soldiers  sdiowiadi  ob 
this  occasion^  th%t  it  is  not  ivithout  reasoti  that 
^y  are  said  to  be  deficient  in  agility.  The 
ailoraious  load  thej  had  to  ciarry .  contribiitedt 
indeed^  Hot  a  little  to  the  difficulty  of  thfdv 
wbTenieat:  besides  their  laia)isacks,  -usually 
ireighing  nearly  30  pounds,  and  their  mnftketSi 
too  heavy  by»  at  least,  one- third,  almost  aH  ^f 
them  had  to  carry  a  fascine,  from  niue  to  10 
inches  in  diameter,  and  four,  feet  long,  made  of 
sugar-canes,  perfectly  ripe,  and  consequeiitly 
very  heavy,  or  a  ladder  from  10  to  13  feet  limg*^  •* 
''  Instead  of  ''  almost  all/'  only  300  pf  thf 
British  troops  had  to.  carry  fascines  and.  Viddars ; 
and  these  were,  in  truth*  im>  heavy,  especifiUj 
when  to  be  carried,  io  ha^te,  nearly  tfareeiquartecs 
of  a  mile,  that  most  (^  the  men  threw  down 
their  loads  long  be£i>re:  they  reached  the  ditfiht 
As  there  was  an  abundance  of  ij^ry  caneou  t|ie 
spot,  it  is  rather  sucprising  that  the  ripe  or  green 
should  have  beeu  selected ;  particularly  for  the 
fascines*  Owing  to  the  rain  that  had  been 
falling,  as  well  as  to  general  Jackson's  havings 
by  cutting  dpwn  the  levies^  flooded  the  countryi 
the  ground  over  which  the  troops  had  to  marph, 
was  not  the  belt  calculated  for  displaying  their 
**  agility/'  M^oft  Latour  proceeds: — '*  The 
^uty  of  impartiidityi,,  incumbent  on  him  who 
relates  military  events,  obliges  %ae  to  obf^erroi 

«  Iiiatoar'9  War  ia  I^vMmii^  p.  16L 
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that  the  attack  nrade  on  Jackson's  lini»,  hf-  th€ 
British,  on  the  8th  of  January,  must  have  been 
determined  on  by  their  generals,  without  any 
consideration  of  the  ground,  the  weather,  or  the 
iiifficulties  to  be  surmounted,  before  they  ^sould 
flftorm  lines,  defended  -by  militia  indeed,  but  by 
militia  whose  valor  they  had  already  witnessed, 
with  soldiers  bending  under  the  weight  of  their 
Ibads;  when  a  man,  unincumbered,  wonid,  that 
day,  have  found  it  difficult  to  mount  our  breast* 
works,,  at  leizure^  and  with  circumspection,  so 
extremely  slippery    wasr  the  soil.      Yet  those 
(Officers  had  had  time,  and  abundant  opportunity, 
to  observe  the  ground,  on  which  the  troops  were 
io^act.  .  Since  their  arrival  on  the  banks  of  the 
Mississippi,  they  had-  sufficiently  seen  the  effects 
Of  rainy  weather,  to  form-  a  juist  idea  of  the  diffi* 
dill ty  their  troops  must    hate  experienced^  in 
jHftwbing  up  our  ititrenchments,  even  had  the 
tfoliim'ti'been  allowed  to  advance,  without  oppo« 
Mtidn,  as  far  as  the  ditch.  But  they^  were  blinded 
by  their  pride.^  ♦     Major-general  Wilkinson,  on 
ffai^'same  subject,  says :— **'©n  this  memorable 
dsiy,    sir    Edward    Pakeriham,    disdaining   t^ 
dvail  himself  of  local  circumstances,  or  to  profit 
by  professional  skill,  determined  to  carry  New 
Orleans  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  the  face 
bf  day,  exposing  himself  to  showers  of  caui^ter^ 
dlid  triple  ranks  of  infantry  and  rij9emen.     He 

*  Latour't  War  in  Louisiana,  p.  16  !• 
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was  slaugbteredi  and  repiilsed;  and,  as  the 
Hrhole  operations  were  confined  to  the  perpen-* 
dicular  march  of  columns  against  a  straight  line^ 
defended  by  stationary  batteries  and  battalions) 
the  subject  requires  no  further  elucidation,  thao 
that  the  passive  resolution  of  the  American 
citizen  vanquished  the  active  courage  of  the 
British  veterau/^*  In  justice  to  sir  Edwsrd 
Pakenham's  memory,  it  is  right  to  state,  that 
the  attack  was  intended  to  be  made  before  day- 
light, could  the  difficult  and  arduous  service  of 
tracking  the  boats  to  the  Mississippi  have  been 
executed  in  time,  f 

At  last,  50  barges,  launches,  and  pinnaces 
were  launched  ;  and  5298  of  the- 85th  regiment^ 
along  with  about  200  seamen  and  marines^  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Thornton,  were  crossed 
over.  Three  of  the  boats,  armed  with  carronades; 
palled  by  that  officer  '^^  gun-boats  "$  corope- 
rated  iii  the  attack.  The  American  force  on  this 
side  was,  as  already  stated,  1500:  men.  The 
progress  and  successful  result  of  the  expedition 
will  be  found,  fully  detailed,  in  the.  British  and 
American  official  accounts.  §  By  the  returns  of 
Toss  on  the  8th,  only  two  of  the  85th  were  killed ; 
41  wounded;  and  one  missing.  The  seameB 
and  marines  (supposing  none  to. have  fallen  on 
the  left  bank)  lost  four  killed  and  35  wounded ; 

^    ♦  Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  541.         +  ATpp.  No.'  flfC.  - 
I  A  pp.  No.  67.     .'k  App.  Noi^^gr,  98,.JOJi  and  102. 
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tr#tal  si^i;:  killed,  76  wimiided,  (an  uniusual  pro^ 
portion,)  and  one  taming;  gsand  total  83. 
Commodore  Patterwn'a  giin$»  and  not  the  rifles 
pf  the  fljring  Kentookiao^,  ^'  the  moritorioiui 
ooiiqueroni  of  Tecuinseb/'  occasioned  the  chief 
of  colonel  Thornton's  loss.  Tiie  American  loss 
18  not  distinctly  specified  in  the  returns,  but 
iras  very  trifling.  The  behaviour  of  the  Amerir 
can  troops  on  the  right,  shews  what  we  should 
have  had. to  fear  from  the  ^^  valor'^  of  those  on 
the  left  bank,  had  only  half  of  sir  Edward's 
army  got  behiud  their  works.  Colonel  Thom^ 
ton,  at  the  end  of  his  letter, .  is  very  positive^ 
that  lieutenant  r  colonel  Qubhins,  whom,  on 
pr^issing  over  to  havd  his  woufid  dsessed,  be 
bad  left,  with  a  .force  that,  iocliiding  the  rein* 
forcemeat  of  seamen  and  oaarines,  did  not  exceed 
700  men,  would  retain  possession  of  the  captured 
lines.  But  colonel  Dickson^  of  the  artillery, 
H  did  not  tbi«k  it  could  be  bfild  with  seoarity 
iby  a  smaller jDorps  thim  3000  men.'^  *  .The  con<» 
sequence  of  this  un&rtunate  report  was,  that 
Hii^r-gen^hd  Lambert,  now  th^  commandii]^ 
officer,  ordered  Ibe  rigkt  bank  of  the  rivac  to  be 
instantly  evacuated.  ^'  I  need  not  tell  yoa,^^ 
astya  general  Jackson^  ^^  with  how  much  aagar* 
aess,  I  inmiediately  regaiaed  possession  of  the 
position  hahad  thuft  buppily quitted."  t  Major* 
general  Lambert  had  previously  stpplie^  to 
.^  AfiP^No*  Sfti  +  App. JNo,  lOU 
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general  Jackson  for  a  suspension  of  hostilities ;  idi 
granting  which  the  latter  considers^  and,  appa« 
rently,  with  reason^  that  he  complete! j  out*- 
witted  the  British  general* 

Of  the  six  vessels  ordered  np  the  Mississippi 
to  tiombard  Fort-St.  Philip,  the  Herald^  two 
bombs,  and  Thistle  and  Pigm  j  only,  could  ascend 
the  river.  The  fort  mounted  twenty-nine  24- 
ponnders,  one  6-pounder,  a  id-inch  mortar,  an 
8  and  a  5^inch  howitzer;  and,  in  the  covert- way, 
two  long  32-pounders,  mounted  on  a  level  with 
the  water;  and  was  garrisoned  by  306  men. ^ 
The  particulars  of  the  bombardment  are  given 

in  the  American  official  account :  t  we  have  nd 
British  account  to  compare  it  with,  or  fr^m 

which  to  state  our  loss  on  the  occasion.    H 

appears  that  the  garrison  lost  only  two  then 

killed,  and  seven  wounded.     On  the  11th  the 

40th  regiment  arrived ;  bat  tio  movement  took 

place  in  consequence.     On  tbe  morning  of  the 

15th,  a  British  deserter  inarmed  genehil  Jack* 

son  that  major-general  I^anibert  would  retreat 

in  a  few  days.  %    On  the  night  of  the  18th  tbi 

retreat  took  place;  and  the  army  remained  in 

bivouac,  near  it«  first  point  of  disembarkation, 

unmolested,  till  the  27th;  when  the  whole  re^ 

embarked.    Our  loss  between  the  9th  and  26th 

of  January,  owing  to  the  enemy's  cannonade, 

*  Latour's  War  ia  Louis,  p.  101.     f  App.  Nov.  107  and  108. 

J  Ibid.  p.  179. 

c  c  a 
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{imounted  to  one  killed,  and  five  wounded, 
including  lieutenant  D'Arcy,  of  the  43d  ;♦  who^ 
according  to  the  American  accounts,  had  both 
bis  legs  carried  off  by  a  shell,  at  the  moment 
when,  after  having  been  on  guard  for  several 
days  in  succession,  he  was.  taking  some  repose, 
f iretched  on  the  ground,  at  the  entrance  of  his 
Hvouac.  This  makes  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
British,  from  first  to  last,  in  this  ill-fated  expe^ 
dition,  385  killed ;  1516  wounded ;  and,  includ- 
ing the  tWQ  officers  and  37  dragopris  taken  on 
the  night  of  the  25th,  591  missing;  total,  not  as 
general  Jackson  supposed  ^^.  4000,'^  f  but  2402: 
ffhilethe  American  loss,  in  the  same  expedition, 
^mounted  to. 55  killed;  185  wounded;  and  93 
missing;  total  333. |  Major  Latour  says:— ^ 
\-  The  number  of  sick  and  wounded  in  the  fleet 
is  estimated  at  2000/^  §  Where  could  he  have 
obtained  this  fact  ?  Both  the  army  and  navy 
en^ployed  on  the  expedition  were,  from,  first  to 
last,  healthy  beyond  example.  Supposing  all 
the  British  wounded  to  have  been  disabled,  there 
would  still  be  5400  troops  remaining;  enough^ 
purely,  if  properly  employ edy  to  have  taken  New 
Orleans :  an  object  of  ten-fold  mone  importance 
paw,  than  when  the  expedition  was  first  thought 
of*  As  at  Baltimore,  so  at  ^ew  Orleans,  the 
premature  fall  of  a  British  geners^l  saved  an 
American  city.  .  . 

'^  *  App.  No.  106.        f  App.  No.  104.        J  App.  No.  103. 
§  Latour's  War  in  LouisUna,  p.  2!26, 
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/  Instead  of  attributing  their  good  fortune,  in 
this  their''  Waterloo"*  battle,  to  a  succession 
of  blunders  and  accidents  on  our  part,  the  Amc* 
ricans  boosted,  that  it  was  their  "  superior  valor" 
that  had  driven  away  the  invaders.     If  valor 
did  any  thing,  it  was  the  valor  of  Frenchmen,' 
Spaniards,  natives  of  New  Orleans,  "  people  of 
colour  from  St.  Domingo/'  and  Irish  emigrants, 
but.  not, — as  the  affair  on  the  right  bank  proved, 
—  of    '*   brave   but   indiscreet   Kenituckians. '* 
Among  the  several  names  of  French   generals^ 
we  find  '*  Humbert,^  the  "  hero  of  Castlebar,'^ 
the  general  ^'  to  whom  the  French  government 
had  formerly  confided  the  command  of  that  ex-* 
pedition  to  Ireland,  which  will  ever  be  recorded 
in  the  glorious  pages  of  history  /^  "f  and  the  same 
who  was  authorized  by  general  Jackson,  aftec 
the  battle  at  New  Orleans^  to  ^^  form  a  legion, 
and   to  eiirol   in    it  all  the   English'  deterters 
who  were  willrng  to  enter  the  service.'^  J    The 
^^  Mexican  field-marshal,  Don  Juan  DeAnaya,'*- 
also  fought  against  us  at  New  Orleans.    Generalfi 
GofTee  and  Carroll  were  both  Irishmen,  or  of 
Irish  extraction.     As  to  general  Jackson ;  he  wasr 
not  quite  aii  Irishman*     Both  his  parents^  it  ap« 
pears,  emigrated  in  1765 ;  and  he  was  born  on  the 
15th  of  March,  1767,  at  a  place  called  the  Waxsaw* 
settlement,   near  Camden,  in    South-Carolina.* 

*  Marengo,  Austerlitz,  Leipsii,  New  Orleans^  and  Waterloo* 
Wilkinson's  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p.  654. 

f  Latour's  Warin  Lonisiana,  p  ^176.  %  Ibid;iB27. 
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His  mother  was  ^'  an  exemplary  woman  ;''  and, 
says  Mr.  Eaton,  ^^  to  the  lessons  she  incnloated 
on  the  youthful  minds  of  her  sons,  was,  no 
doubt,  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  that  fixed 
opposition  to  British  tyranny  and  oppression, 
which  afterwards  so  much  distinguished  them."* 
We  can  now  account  for  general  Jackson^s 
calling  England  ^^  the  common  enemy  of  man- 
J^nd^  the  highway  robber  of  the  world/^f 
Howeyer,  he  proved  himself  at  New  Orleans, 
not  only  an  able  general,  for  the  description  of 
Country  in  which  he  had  to  operate,  but,  in 
all  his  transactions  with  the  British  officers, 
both  an  honorable,  and  a  courteous  enemy. 
In  his  official  despatches,  too,-  he  hsis  left  an 
cicamplie  6f  modesty,  worthy  of  imitation  by  the 
generality  of  American  commanders,  naval  as 
well  as  military. 

.  Every  Ainerican  history  that  we  have  seien, 
and,  probably,  every  one  that  has  been  published 
since  the  war,  charges  the  British  conMmmder 
at  Nisw  Orleans,  with  having  given  out,  on  the 
yiorning  of  the  8tb  of  January,  for  the  parole  and 
^qnt^rsign,  th^  werdsh^'  Booty*  and  Beauty/ 
The  excellent  liidrld  character  of  the  latB  sir 
Edward  Pakenhaiti  renders  this  improbable;  and 
we  aver,witho^ut  fear  of  contradiction,  that,«^ree« 
i^bly  to  the  custom  of  our  armies  on  the  peninsula, 
no  parole  and  countersign  was  given  out  at  New 
Orleans.  The  same  sentiment,. but  expresssed  in 
•  Eftton's  Life  of  Jaekiooi  j^9^  +  Ibid.  p.  28il 
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le^  refined  ktignage,  may,  hottever,  hav6  bcf^ii 
Uttered  by,  or  in  th^  tieariiig  of,  sbme  soldier  or 
Milor,  who  afterwards  deserted  to  the  enemy. 

The  bad  state  of  the  weather  delayed  th« 
departure  of  the  fleet  and  troops  till  the  5th  of 
February ;  on  which  day  they  sailed,  and^ 
on  the  7th,  arrived  off  Danphine  island.  Th^ 
troops  here  disembarked,  and  encamped ;  except 
the  skeletons  of  the  4th,  21st,  and  44th  regi« 
mentSy  which,  under  the  orders  of  Kentenant* 
colonel  Debbeig,  of  the  44thy  were  despatched 
jh  boatsy  \o  attack  Fort-Bowyer.  Thei^e  600i 
or,  ag  major  Latoui^  will  hate  it,  *'500a,^** 
troops  |and^,  early  on  the  moriiing  of  the  8ths 
about  three  miles  \xi  the  rear  of  the  fort.  The 
ifuU  details  of  the  surrender  of  Fort-Bo^er,  on 
the  *'  memorable ''  12th  of  February,  witboat  a* 
tihot  having  been  fired  at  it,  ai^e  giv^ni  in  the 
British  and  Attei'ican  official  actountg.  f  By 
tUi  fire  opened  Upon  the  working  parties  at  tb(i 
iiitrenchmeiitB,  t^e  British  loist  13  killed  atid  1^ 
wonnded.  Mr.  O'Coiitior  cunningly  ^says:—^ 
**  There  were  but  few  lives  loi^t  on  dlhit  side/*  J 
Major  Latour  bais  giv^tt  a  j^lani  of  the  attack  j 
upon  which  we  count  60  ships  and  <^ef^  vessels ; 
and  between  Dauphine  raland  and  the  Mobile 
peninsula^  no  fewer  than  8050  British  ti^ps. 

*  Latour^s  War  in  Louisiana,  p.  ^9. 
+  App.  Nos.  109.  110.  111.  119.  113.  114.  and  115. 
X  Histary  of  the  War,  p.  396. 
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For  the  major's  puffing  remarks  we  have  no  room: 
They  will  be  read  with  interest  by  those  to  w.honi, 
thej  are  more  immediately  addressed.  But  ii> 
4S  doctor  Smith,  that  is  entitled  to  the  thanks  of 
liis  brother-citizens.  '^  The  array  of  60  sail/* 
says  he,  ''and  the  parade  of  16000 Britons  before 
JFort-Bowyer  was  a  most  extraordinary  military 
Ipectacle.^'  *  Extraordinary,  indeed !  He  finds 
fault  with  the  British^  too,  for  particularizing) 
among  the  articles  surrendered,  '^  one  triangle 
gin  complete/^  and  '*  500  flints."  f  How  hap- 
pened doctor  Smith  not  to  know,  that  general 
Vkilkinson,  when  he  obtained  possession  of  this 
$ame  fort  from  the  Spaniards^  inserted  in  his 
^>  inventory  of  ordnance  and. munitions  of  war,'! 
7— *'  one  wooden  spetula,"  **  two  tarpaulins,^' 
^nd  ^^  ope  pair  of  washer-hooks'' ?;];.  Had  the 
Atnerican  generals  that  took  the  forts  George 
and  Erie  been  so  precise,  particularly  as  to  the 
f'  women  and  children,"  doctor  Smith  and  his 
brother  historians  would  have  been  content  with 
shorter  paragraphs  in  announcing  those  ^^  bril- 
liant ^chi^yemepts''  to  the  world.  About  the 
iniddlo:  of  March,  along  with  major*general 
Power,  §  ajad  one  pr  two  reinforcements  of 
troops,  arrived  the  pffici^l  notification  of  the 
treaty,  of  peace;  and,  agreeably  to  the- first 
article  in  it,  ||  Fort-Bowyer  was  restored. 

«  Hist  of  the  United  States,  Vol.  III.  p.  355« 
+  App.  No.  110.      X  Williirison*s  Mem.  Vol.  I.  p:  515. 
§  See  p.  330.  J  App.  No.  IIG. 
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Leaving  the  British  troops  at  Mobile  and 
Cumberland  island  to  find  their  way  home,  we 
shall  pass  at  once  to  the  Canadas.  Here  addi- 
tional reinforcements  had  been  arriving,  an^? 
along  with  them,  what  had  been  so  long  vainly 
hoped  for,  a  competent  commander-in-ohief. 
Sir  George  Murray,  however,  had  scarcely  ar- 
rived, ere  the  peace  sent  him  home  again.  The 
captured  American  schooners  on  Lake  Huron 
had  conveyed  reinforcements  to  Michilimacinac; 
and  a  British  fleet,  for  the  service  of  that  lake, 
^as  in  rapid  progress*  A  74  and  a  new  frigate 
had  been  launched  at  Kingston ;  and  two  or 
three  frigates  and  sloops  were  building  for 
Lake  Champlain.  .  The  Americans  still  re- 
tained Sackett's  Harbor ;  and  .we,  the  forts 
Niagara  and  Michilimacinac.  The  peace  de- 
prived us  of  the  two  latter;  and^  considering 
how  the  campaign  of  l^l^f  ^  soon  as  it  could 
be'  opened,  was  likely  to  be  conducted' on  our 
part,  we  niay  say,  of  the  former  also. 
'  A  full  discussion  upon  the  meritS|Of  the  treaty 
would^  of  itself^  .fill  a  volume.  We  cannot,  how- 
ever^ read  over  the  ninth  article^  without  point- 
ing to  the  recent  proceedings  of  the  American 
general  Gaines  with  the  Semifkole  Ihdians.  It 
is  the  interest  of  the  United  States  to  destroy, 
and  they  will  in  time  destroy,  either  by  the 
sword  or  debauchery,  eyery  Indian  upon  the 
American  continent.  The  United  States  declared 
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#ar ;  invaded  Cainada ;  could  not  take  it ;  and 
gdt  a  peace,— bj  whicb  they  lost  their  former 
privileges.  How  Isdicrouft  now  appears  the  fol^ 
lowing  rhapsody  of  ah  American  government- 
editor  :— **  Canada  miast  be  conquered,  or  we 
shall  stand  disgraced  in  the  ejes  of  the  world. 
It  is  *  a  rod  held  over  our  heads ;'  a  fortress 
which  hadghtily  frowns  upOn  our  country, 
and  from  which  are  disseminated  throughout 
the  land^  the  seed  of  disaiSection,  sedition,  and 
treason.  The  national  safety  and  honor  and 
glory  are  lost,  if  we  do  not  win  this  splendid 
prize.*'  There  are  some  Ainericai^s,  however,  who 
will  find  consolation  in  the  concluding  words  of 
Mr.  Thomson's  book.  **  The  operations  of 
the  American  armies,^  says  he,  ^^  were,  at  the 
commencement  of  the  war,  not  quite  so  sue- 
etesful.  Defeat,  disgrace,  aiid  dl^asfer,  in  many 
instances,  followed  their  movements ;  but  (he 
i^ruggle  was  eventually  closed  hy  a  successioA 
of  achievements,  which  reflected  the  highest 
iSegree  of  luistre  vip6ti  the  Americiln  name, 
and  ranked  the  United  States  among  the  firM 
imd  most  indepefi^iit  nations  of  the  earth.^ 
As  the  reader  haiist  already  had  detailed  to  hiofi 
the  **  succession  of  achievements,'*  by  which 
the  United  States  have  acquired  so  high  reiiowir, 
it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  comment  upon  this 
climax  of  American  gasconade. 
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DUtriU  general  order* 

District  headquarters, 
Kingston,  35th  Norember,  1813* 

J.  HE  major-general  commaodiDg,  and  president,  haring 
received  from  major-general  Vincmt  a  report  of  the  ^rjr 
gallant  and  patriotic  conduct  of  lieutenant-colonel  Bostwieky 
and  an  association  of  45  officers  and  men  of  the  militia  of  the 
county  of  Norfolk,  in  capturing  and  destroying  a  band  of 
traitors,  who,  in  violation  of  their  allegiance,  and  of  every 
principle  of  honor  and  honesty,  had  leagued  themselvef 
with  the  enemies  of  their  country,  to  plunder  and  make  pri« 
Boners  the  peaceable  and  well  disposed  inhabitants  of  tho 
province,  major-general  De  Rottenbur^  requests  that  colonel 
Bostwick,  and  every  individual  of  the  association,  will  accept 
bis  best  thanks  for  their  zeal  and  loyalty  in  planning,  and 
gallantry  in  carrying,  into  execution,  this  most  useful  and 
public  spirited  enterprise. 

The  major-general  and  president  hopes,  that  so  striking  an 
instance  of  the  beneficial  effects  of  unanimity  and  exertion  in 
the  cause  of  their  country^  will  not  fail  of  producing  a  due 
effect  on  the  militia  of  tjiis  province.  He  calls  upon  them  to 
observe  how  quickly  the  energetic-  conduct  of  45  individuals 
has  succeeded  in  freeing  the'iiihibitants  of  an  extensive  district 
from  a  numerous  and  well  armed  banditti,  who  would  soon  havo 
left  them  neither  liberty  nor  property*  He  reminds  them  that, 
if  so  much  can  be  effected  by  so  small  a  number,  what  may 
not  be  expected  from  the  unanimous  exertions  of  the  whole 
population,  guided  and  as^ed  by  a  spirit  of  subordination, 
and  aided  by  his  majesty'a  troops,  against  an  enemy  who  comet 
for  no  other  purpose  than  to  ensLiTe,  plunder,  and  destroy^ 

By  order, 

H.  N.  MOQRSOM, 
Uentenant  A.  JX  A.  6. 
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No.  2. 

From  colonel  Murray  to  tnqformgeneral  Vincent. 

Sir,  •  Fort-George,  Dec.  13,  1813. 

Ha?iog  obtained  information  that  the  enemy  had  determined 
on  driving  the  country  between  Fort-George  and  the  advance, 
and  was  carrying  oflf  the  loyal  part  of  the  inhabitants,  not- 
withstanding the  inclemency  of  the  season,  I  deemed  it  my 
duty  (o  make  a  rapid  and  forced  march  towards  him  with  the 
light  troops  under  my  command,  which  not  only  frustrated  his 
designs,  but  compoJIed  him  to  evacuate  Fort-George,  by 
precipitately  crossing  the  river,  und  abandoning  the  whole  of 
the  Niagara  frontier.  On  learning  our  approach,  he  laid  the 
town  of  Newark  in  alsbes,  passed  over  his  cannon  and  stores, 
but  failed  in  an  attempt  to  destroy' the  fortifications,  which  are 
evidently  so  much  strengthened  whilst,  in  his  possessixio.'as' 
night  have  enabled  general  M'CIure  (the  commanding  officer) 
to  have  maintained  a  regular  siege ;  but  such  was  the  apparent 
panic,  that  he  left  the  whole  of  his  tents  standing. 

I  trnst  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  this  handful  of  men 
bave  rendered  an  essential  service  to  the  country,  by  rescuing 
from  a  merctiess  enemy  the  inhabitants  of  an  extensive  and 
bighly  cultivated  tract  of  land,  stored  with  cattle,  grain,  and 
provisions,  of  every  description ;  and  it  must  be  an  exultatiou 
to  them  to  find  themselres  delivered  from  the  oppression  of  a 
lawless  banditti*  composed  of  the  disaffected  of  -the  country, 
organised  under  the  direct  influence  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, who  carried  terror  and  dismay  into  every  family. 

I  hare  the  bonor  to  be,  &c. 

J.  MURRAY,  coloncK 

To  major-general  Vincent,  kc. 


«»^^^i^i#^^^#^^^#^ 


nq.  3.  ; 

From  the  same  to  lieutenat' general  Drummond. 

Sir,  Fort-Niagara,  Dec.  19,  181X    • 

In  obedience  io  your  honor's  commands,  directing  me  to 
attack  Fort. Niagara,  with  the  advance  of  the  army  of  the 
right,  I  resolved  upon  attempting  a  surprise.  The  embarkation 
commenced  on  the  18th,  at  night,  and  the  whole  pi  the  troop» 
were  landed  three  miles  from  the  fort  early  on  the  following 
morning,  in  the  following  order  of  attack : — Advanced  guard 
one  8ubaltcrn.aiid  30  rank  and  file;  grenadiers  100th  regiment; 
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rojal  artillery,  ^with  grenadiers }  (itre  companies  lOOth  regi- 
mont,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  to  assault  the  mala 
gate,  and  escaiftde  the  works  adjacent;  three  companies  of  the 
100th  regiment,  under  captain  Martin,  to  storm  the  eastern 
demi-bastion :  captain  Bailey,  with  the  grenadiers  royal  Scots, 
was  directed  to  attack  the  salient  angle'of  the  fortification;  and 
the  flank  companies  of  the  41st  regiment  were  ordered  to 
support  the  principal  attack.— »£ach  party  was  provided  with 
scaling  ladders  and  axes.  1  have  great  satisfaction  in  acquaint- 
ing your  honor,  that  the  fortress  was  carried  by  assault  in  the 
most  resolute  and  gallant  manner,  after  a  short  but  sp'rited 
resistance.  '- 

The  highly  gratifying  but  difficult  duty  remains,  of  endea- 
vouring to  do  justice  to  the  bravery,  intrepidity,  and  devotion 
of  the  lOOth  regiment  to  the  HTvice  of  their  country,  under 
that  gallant  officer  lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton,  to  whom  1  feel 
highly  indebted  for  his  cordial  assistance.     Captain  Martin, 
)O0ih  regiment,  who  executed  the  task  allotted  to  him  in  the 
most  intrepid  manner,  merits  the  greatest  praise ;  I  have  to 
express  my  admiration  of  the  valour  of  the  royals,  grenadiers, 
under  captain   Bailey,  whoso  zeal   and  gallantry  were  Tcry 
conspicuous.     The  just  tribute  of  my  applause  is  equally  due  to 
the  flank  companies  of  the  41st  regiment,  under  lieutenant 
Bullock,  who  advanced  to  the  attack  with  great  spirit.     The 
royal  artillery,  under  lieutenant  Charlton,  deserve  my  particular 
nptice.     To   captain   Elliot,   deputy-as^istant-quarter-master- 
general,  who  conducted  one  of  the  columns  of  attack,  and 
superintended  the  embarkation,  I  feel  highly  obliged.    I  cannot 
pass   over   the    brilliant  services  of  lieutenant   Dawson   and 
captain    Fawcett,    l(X)th,    in    command   of  the  advance  and 
grenadiers,  who  gallantly  executed  the  orders  entrusted  to  them, 
by  entirely  cutting  off  two  of  the  enemy's  piquets,  and  surpris- 
ing the  sentries  on  the  glacis  and  at  the' gate,  by  which  means 
the  watch-word  was  obtained,  and  the  entrance  into  the  fort 
greatly  facilitated,  to  which  may  be  attributed  in  a  great  degree 
our  trifling  loss.     1  beg  leave  lo  recommend  th^'se  meritorious 
officers  to  your  honor's  protection.     The  scientific  knowledge 
of    lieutenant    Gengruben,    royal    engineers,    in    suggesting 
arrangements  previous  to  the  attack,  and  for  securing  the  fort 
afterwards,  I  cannot  too  highly  appreciate.     The  unwearied 
exertions  of  acting  quarter. master  Pilkington,  lOOth  regiment, 
in   bringing  forward   the  materials  requisite  for   the  attack, 
demand   my  acknowledgements.     Captain  Kirby,  lieutenants 
Ball,  Scroos,  and  Hamilton,  of  the  different  provincial  corps, 
deserve  my  thanks.     My  stafiT- adjutant,   Mr.  Brampton,  will 
have  the  honor  of  presenting  this  despatch,  and  the  standard  of 
the  American  garrison]  to  his  intelHgence^  valor,  and  friendly 
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atiistance,  not  only  on  this  frying  oocasiooi,  but  on  many 
former,  I  feel  most  gralefnl.  Our  force  ooosisted  of  about 
600  rank  and  file.  Annexed  is  a  return  of  our  casualties,  and 
the  enemy's  loss  in  killed,  ivounded,  and  pirisoners.  The 
ordnance  and  commissariat  stores  are  so  immense,  that  it  is 
totally  out  of  my  power  to  forward  to  you  a  correct  statement 
for  fome  days,  but  27  pieces  of  cannon,  of  different  calibres, 
are  on  thc»  works,  and  upwards  of  3000  stand  of  arms  and 
many  rifles  in  the  arsenal.  The  store-houses  are  full  of 
doathing  and  camp  equipage  of  efery  description. 

J.  MUlikAY,  colonel. 
[is  honor  lieutenant-gen.  Drummond,  &c.  &c«  Sec, 


Return  of  killed  and  wounded  in  an  assault  of  Fort-Niagara,  at  day* 
break,  on  the  morning  of  the  19th  of  December,  1813. 

General  staff";-^!  o65cer,  wounded. 
Royal  artiliery  ; — 1  staff,  wounded. 
4]f</bo/i— 1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

100th  fifot  I — t  lieutenant,  5  rauk  and  file^  killed ;  8  rank  abd  file, 
wuttuded.  ^ 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed — 1 00th  foot ;  <*  Lieutenant  Nowlan. 

Wounded :-~^ol  Murray,  conunanding,  severely  (not  dangerously). 

Rinfal  arlUlery ; — ^iVssistaut- surgeon  O^ilvie,  slightly. 

J.  lUaVEY, 
lieut.-col.,  and  deputy^assistant-gen. 

Return  of  the  encm^f's  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners  v^ho 
ft  11  into  our  hands,  in  an  assault  on  Fort^Niagara,  on  the  oiorniu| 
of  the  19th  of  December,  1813. 

X/V/ei^;— 65. 

1f^oua(/e^;—l  lieutenant,  I  assistant-surgeon,  12  rank  and  file. 
Prisoneru  ;-^\  captain,  9  lieutenants,  3  ensigns,  1  surgeon,  1  com* 
inibsary,  12  serjeanis,  318  rank  and  file. 

J.  HARVEV,  lieut-col.,  and  dep.*adjt.»geu. 
£•  BARNES,  adj.-gen.  North  America. 
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From  hri§adierfgener(d  M^Clure  to  the  American  secretary 

at  war. 

Head-quarters,  BufiUoe, 

Sir,  Dec  M,  1813.. 

I  regret  to  be  under  (he  necessity  of  announcing  to  you  the 

mortifying  intelligence  of  the  loss  of  Fort-Niagara.     On  the 

morning  of  tlie  19th  instant,  about  four  o'clock,  the  enemy 

crossed  the  riyer  at  the  Fit^  mile  Meadows  in  great  force. 
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^onusting  of  regalan  and  ladiaos,  Tvho  made  their  way  uodis* 
coTered  to  the  garrison,  which,  from  the  most  correct  informa^ 
tion  I  can  collect,  was  completely  surprised.  Our  men  were 
nearly  all  asleep  in  their  tents;  the  enemy  rushed  in,  and  com* 
menced  a  most  horrid  slaughter*  Such  as  escaped  the  fury  of  tha 
first  contest,  retired  to  the  old  mess-house,  where  they  kept 
f  p  a  destructiFe  fire  on  the  enemy  until  a  want  of  ammunition 
compelled  them  to  surrender.  Although  our  force  was  yery 
inferior,  and  comparatiTcly  small  indeed,  I  am  induced  to  think 
Chat  the  disaster  is  not  attributable  to  any  want  of  troops,  but 
to  gross  neglect  in  the  commanding  officer  of  the  fort,  captain 
Leonard,  in  not  preparing,  being  ready,  and  looking  out  for^ 
the  expected  attack. 

I  haTe  not  been  able  to  ascertain  correctly  the  number  of 
killed  and  wounded.  About  20  regulars  have  escaped  out  of 
the  fort,  some  badly  wounded.  Lieutenant  Beck,  24th  regi- 
ment, is  killed,  and  it  is  said  three  others. 

Yon  will  perceive.  Sir,  by  the  enclosed  general  orders,  that 
I  apprehended  an  attack,  and  made  the  necessary  arrangement 
to  meet  it;  but  have  reason  to  believe,  from  information 
received  by  those  who  have  made  their  escape,  that  the  com- 
mandant did  not  in  any  respect  comply  with  those  orders. 

On  the  same  morning  a  detachment  of  militia,  under  major 
Bennett,  stationed  at  Lewistown  Heights,  was  attacked  by  a 
party  of  savages;  bntthe  major  and  his  little  corps,  by  making 
a  desperate  charge,  effected  their  retreat,  after  being  surrounded 
by  several  hundreds,  with  the  loss  of  six  or  dght,  who  doubtless 
were  killed ;  among  whom  were  two  sons  of  captain  Jones,' 
Indian  interpreter.  The  villages  of  Yonngstown,  Lewistown, 
Manchester,  and  the  Indian  Tnscarora  village,  were  reduced  to 
ashes,  and  the  inoffensive  inhabitants  who  could  not  escape, 
were,  without  regard  to  age  or  sex,  inhumanly  butchered,  by 
lavages  headed  by  British  officers  painted.  A  British  officer^ 
who  is  taken  prisoner,  avows  that  many  small  children  were 
murdered  by  their  Indians. 

Major  Mallory,  who  was  stationed  at  Schlosser,  with  about 
40  Canadian  volunteers,  advanced  to  Lewistown  Heights,  and 
compelled  the  advanced  guard  of  the  enemy  to  fall  back  to  the 
foot  of  the  mountain.  The  major  is  a  meritorious  officer ;  he 
fought  the  enemy  two  days,  and  contested  eiery  inch  of  ground 
to  the  Tantawanty  Creek.  In  these  actions  lieutenant  Lowe, 
93d  regiment  of  the  United  States  army,  and  eight  of  the 
Canadian  volunteers,  w^re  killed.  I  had  myself,  three  days 
'previous  to  the  attack  on  the  Niagara,  left  it  with  a  view  of. 
providing  for  the  defence  of  this  place^  Black  Rock,  and  the 
other  Tillages  on  this  frontier. 
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'  I  came  here  with  the  troops,  and  hare  called  oot  the  militltf 
of  Ijenneflsee,  Niagara,  and  Chatauqaa  counties,  en  masse. 
'  This  place  was  then  thought  to  be  in  immineot  danger,  as 
well  as  the  shipping,  but  1  haye  no  doubt  is  now  perfectly 
secure.  Volunteers  are  coming  in  great  numbers;  they  are, 
however,  a  species  of  troops  that  cannot  be  expected  to 
continue  in  the  service  for  a  long  time.  In  a  few  days  1000 
detached  militia,  lately  drafted,  will  be  on. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  M^CLUKE,  brig-gen.  com. 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  secretary  at  ^  ar. 
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Firbi  American  general  order, 

Ilead.quarters,  Fort-Niagara,  December  12,  1813f 
Captain  Leonard  will,  as  soon  as  possible,  have  a  proportion 
of  hand-grenades  in  the  different  block.houses,  and  give 
directions  to  the  officers  of  the  infantry  where  they  should  be 
posted  witli  their  men,  in  case  of  an  attack ;  and  should  ihcy 
not  be  able  to  maintain  the  out-works,  to  repair  to  the  block 
and  mess-houses,  and  have  every  thing  arranged  in  such  a 
manner  as  though  he  expected  on  immediate  attack. 

Aiuch  is  expected  from  captain  Leonard,  from   his  long 
experience  and   knowledge  of  duty ;    and  the  general  feels 
confident  he  will  be  well  supported  by  captain  Lomas,  of  the 
ai^tillery,  as  well  as  the  officers  of  the  infantry. 
By  order  of  brig.-gen.  M'Clure, 

DONALD  FRASER, 
lieutenant  15  U.  S.  inf.,  aud  vol.  aid  de  camp. 
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Frommajor'general  Biall  to  lieuienani'general  Dtiinimond. 

Niagara  frontier,  near  Fort-Eric, 
SiH,  Jan.  1,  1814. 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you,  that,  agreeably  to  the 
Instructions  contained  in  your  letter  of  the  29th  ult.,  and  your 
general  order  of  that  day,  to  pass  the  river  Niagara,  for  the 
|ntrpose  of-  attacking  the  enemy's  force,  collected  at  Black 
Hock  and  Buffalo;  and  earring  into  execution  the  other  objects 
therein  mentioned,  1  crossed  the  liver  in  the  following  night. 
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irkk  (out  oev^iMes  of ;  the  Jting's  regimeii*,  and  ike  light 
€Oni))any  of  tlie!89th|  under  lieutenant-colonal  OgiL? ie ;  250  men 
^  tike  41  at  reglntont)  aiHi  tke  grenadiers  of  the  lOOCh,  under 
jDajor  Friend ;  together,  with  about  50  militia  rolunteers  and  a 
Iwdjr  of  Indian  warrion •  The  troops  completed  their  landing 
jibont  12  o'clock^  nearlf  two  mile*  below  Black  Rock ;  the 
Jight  infantry  of  the  99th  being  in  advance,  surprised  and  cap^ 
tntad  the  greater  part  of  a  piquet  of  the  eneroj,  and  secured 
'the  bridge  orer  the  Conguichity  Creek,  the  boards  of  which 
bad  been  loosened,  and  were  ready  to  be  carried  off  had  there 
been  title  given  for  it.  I  immediately  established  the  4ist  add 
100th  grenadiers  in  position  beyond  the  bridge,  for  the  purpose 
<if  perfectly  securing  its  passage :  the  enemy  made  some  attempta 
during  the  night  upon  this  advanced  position,  but  were  repulsed 
with  loss. 

At  day-break  I  moved  forward,  the  king*s  raiment  and  light 
•company  of  the  89th  leading,  the  41st  and  grenadiers  of  the 
100th  being  in  reserve.  The  enemy  had  by  this  time  opened  a 
'very  heavy  fire  of  cannon  and  musketry  on  the  Royal  Scota, 
nnder  lieutenant.colonel  Gordon,  who  were  destin^  to  land 
above  Black  Rock,  for  the  purpose  of  turning  his  positiofi, 
^rMle  he  should  be  attacked  in  front  by  the  troops  who  landed 
below ;  several  of  the  boats  having  grounded,  1  am  sorry  to 
aay  this  regiment  suffered  soqm  loss,  and  was  not  able  to  effect 
its  lauding  in  sufficient  time  to  folly  accomplish  the  object  i«- 
ieoded,  though  corered  by  the  whole  of  our  field-guns,  under 
ca|)tain  Bridge,  which  were  placed  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the 
nrer* 

Tlie  king's  and  SOth,  having  in  the  meantime  gained  the  town., 
commenced  a  very  spirited  attack  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  in 
''freat  force,  and  Tery  sti^ngly  posted*     The  reserve  beinjgr 
arrived  on  the  ground,  the  whole  were  shortly  engaged.    The 
<enemy  maintained  his  position  with  very  considerable  obstinacy 
'for  some  time ;  but  such  was  the  spirited  and  determined  ad- 
vance of  our  troops,  that  he  was  at  length  compelled  to  give 
way,  was  driven  through  his  batteries,  in  which  were  a  24- 
.pounder,  three  l2-pounders,  and  one  9-pounder,  and  pursued 
to  the  town  of  Buffalo,  about  two  miles  distant ;  he  here  shewed 
a  large  body  of  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  attempted  to  oppose 
<our  advance  by  the  fire  of  a  field  piece,  posted  on  the  height, 
which  commanded  the  road ;  but  finding  this  ineffectual,  lie 
fled  in  all  directions,  and  betaking  himself  to  the  woods,  further 
pursuit  was  useless.     He  left  behind  him  one  6-pounder  brass 
field-piece,  and  one  iron  18  and  one  iron  6-pounder,  which  fell 
into  our  hands.     I  then  proceeded  to  execute  the  ulterior  object 
of  the  expedition,  and  detached  i'a|)iain  Robinson,  of  the  king's, 
with  two  companii*3f,  to  destroy  the  two  schooni*rs  aud  sloop, 
VOL.    II.  U  D 
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(part  of  tke  enemy's  late  sqnadroo,)  that  wete  on  Bborealittb 
below  the  town,  with  the  stores  they  had  on  board,  which  he 
efiecteallj  completed.  t*he  townltielf,  (the  inhabitants  hating 
pretioasly  left  it,)  and  the  whole  of  the  public  stores,  contain* 
ing  considerable  quantities  of  cloathing,  spirits,  and  fiour,  which 
I  had  not  the  means  of  conreying  away,  were  then  set  on  iire^ 
and  totally  consumed ;  as  was  also  the  Tillage  of  Black  Rock, 
on  the  evening  it  was  eracaated*  In  obedience  to  yonr  fdrtber 
histmctions,  1  have  directed  lientenant-colonel  Gordon  tuinoTs 
down  the  rirerto  Fort-Niagara,  with  a  party  of  the  10th  light 
dragoons,  vnder  major  Lisle,  a  detachment  of  the  royal  Scott, 
and  the  89th  fight  company,  and  destroy  the  remaining  corer 
of  the  enemy  upon  his  frontier,  which  he  has  reported  to  hats 
lieen  effectually  done*  From  every  account  I  have  been  abia 
to  collect,  the  enemy's  force  opposed  to  us  was  not  less  than 
from  9000  to  2500  men  ;  their  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  I 
should  imagine  from  3  to  400  ^  but  from  the  nature  of  tbs 
country,  being  mostly  corered  with  wood,  it  is  difficult  to  aseer« 
tain  it  precisely ;  the  same  reason  will  account  for  our  not 
having  been  able  to  make  a  greater  number  of  prisonert 
than  130.  •     ' 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  stating  to  you  the  good  conduct 
of  the  wholo  of  the  regular  troops  and  Talunteer  militia ;  but  I 
must  particularly  mention  the  steadiness  and  brarery  of  the  king's 
regiment,  and  89th  light  infantry.  They  were  most  gallantly 
led  to  the  attack  by  lieutenant.colonel  OgiWte,  of  the  king's^ 
who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  recelred  a  scyerc  wonnc^  which  will  for 
a  time  deprive  the  service  of  a  very  brave  and  intelligent  officer. 
After  lieutenant-colonel  Ogilvie  was  wounded,  the  command  of 
the  regiment  devolved  on  captain  Robinson,  who,  by  a  yery 
judicious  movement  to  his  right,  with  the  three  battalion  com- 
panies, made  a  considerable  impression  otk  the  left  of  the  Enemy's 
position.  I  haye  eyery  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  lieutenant- 
eolonel  Gordon,  in  the  command  of  the  royal  Scots,  and  haye 
much  to  regret,  that  the  accidental  grounding  of  his  boats 
deprived  ine  of  the  full  benefit  of  his  services  ;  and  I  have  also 
to  mention  my  approbation  of  the  conduct  of  major  Frend, 
commanding  the  41st,  as  well  as  that  of  captain  Fawcett,  of  the 
'  100th  grenadiers,  who  was  unfortunately  wounded.  Captain 
Barden,  of  the  89th,  and  captain  Brunter>  of  the  king's  light 
Infantry  companies,  conducted  themselves  in  the  most  exem- 
plary manner.  Lieutenant.colonel  £liiott,  in  this,  as  well  as 
on  other  occasions,  is  entitled  to  my  highest  commendations,  for 
his  zeal  and  activity  as  superintendant  of  the  Indian  depart- 
ment ;  and  I  am  happy  to  add,  that,  through  his  exertions,  and 
that  of  his  officers,  no  act  of  cruelty,  as  far  as  I  could  learn, 
.was  eo^imitted  by  the  Indians  towards  any  of  their  prisoners. 
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t  cannot  close  this  report  without  ifteniioniog,  in  terms  of  thif 
warmest  praise,  the  good  conduct  of  my  aide-de-camp,  captain 
Holland,  from  whom  I  recoiTed  the  most  able  assistance  through- 
out  the  whole  of  these  oj^radans*  Nor  can  I  omit  mentioning 
mj  obligations,  to  you  for  acceding  to  the  reqiuest  of  your  aide, 
de-camp,  captain  Jei'toise,  to  aecotnpanfyme.  He  was  extremely 
actiTe  and  sealous,  and  rendered  me  rery  essential  seryice..  I 
enclose  a  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  arid  missing,  and  of  the 
orddance  captured  at  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo. 

P.  RIALL,  major-generat 
Lieutenant-genera)  Drummond,  commanding 
the  forces,  Upper  Canada* 

-  Return  of^thekilled,  wounded,  and  missing  of  the  troops  of  th0 
right  division,  under  the  command  pf  major-general  Rialf  in  the 
attack  on  Black  Rock  and  BaflFaio,  on  the  dOih  of  December^  1813V 

Killed — rc^a/ &:o<s;->- IS  rank  and  file* 

Kmgi  regiment  ^-—7  rook  and  file. 

AUtfoot ;— 2  rank  and  file. 

89M  light  itifantry  ;^— 3  rank  and  file. 
•    Fb/tiTi^eef  mt'/i/ta;— 3  rank  and  file. 

Jne/ianvarriors;— 3  rank  and  file* 

Wounded — rm/al  Scots ;— 3  Serjeants,  20  rank  and  file^ 
King^s  regiment ; — 2  officers,  14  rank  and  file. 
41s^,/oof ;— 5  rank  and  file. 
S9thfoot ;  {light  infantry ;)— 5  rank  and  file. 
IQOthfoot ;  {grenadier$^\r—%jif&iceT^  4  rank  and  file^ 
Volunteer  militia-, — 1  omcer,  5 rank  and  file. 
Indian  warriort ; — 3  rank  and  file. 

Missing — royal  Scots ; — 6  rank  and  file. 
4istJbot  ;-^3  rank  and  fil^.  .         .     i 

Names  of  officers  wotfnded. 

King's  regiment; — ^I^ieutenent-colonel  Ogrlvie,  severely;  (i^ot  da'ngef- 

OQsljr ;)  lieutenant  Youngs  slightly. 
lOO/A/00^  -  (grenadiers  ;)'^CHpt.  Fav^ett,  sererely ;  not  dangtroayy. 
K^ttn^ee/ vii/tfia  }—*Captaiu  Scroos^  slightly,:  .... 

J.  HARVHY, 
Lieut—colond,  and  depnty-adjot^ni^^enaral. 

Return  of  ordnance  captured  at  Black  Rock  and  Bofiab,  oil  the  30ih 

of  December,  1818. 

Ofie  brass  6-pounder  field-piece,  with  carnage,  complete ;  one  iron  24- 
pounder,  one  iron  18- pounder,  one  iron- 12-pounder,  one  9-puHtiderf 
one  iron  6-pounder. 

C.  BRIDGE,  captain,  R.  A. 
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No.  7- 

EJDimci  of  a  Mier  fr^m  mqfot^tteral  HaU  io  governor 
Tompkins ;  iUOed  hemLquarteriy  Niagara  frottiier.  Doc 
SOth,  181«,  7o*docky  P.M. 

I  have  only  (ime  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  y6tfr  l^bst 
of  the  $5th  inst.,  and  to  add,  that  this  fronder  is  wholly  dc^sdl 
late.  The  British  crossed  oyer,  suppdrted  bf  a  strong  party 
of  Indians,  a  little  before  day  this  morning,  near  Black  Rock| 
thej  were  met  by  the  militia  under  my  command  #ith  s{tiril^ 
bat,  orerpowered  by  the  numbers  and  di^ciplbie  of  the  enemy, 
the  militia  gave  way,  and  fled  on  ererj  side ;  erery  attempt  to 
Htty  them  was  ineffectual. 

The  ctiemy*s  purpose  was  obtained,  and  the  iovrishiag  yi!. 
lage  of  Buffalo  is  laid  in  ruins.  The  Niagara  frontier  now  liis 
open  and  naked  to  our  enemies.  Your  judgHient  will  difect 
you  fihat  is  most  proper  In  this  emergency.  I  am  itodiaasted 
ivith  fatigue,  and  must  defer  particuTars  tH^  to*iii6rtow»  lAinj 
Taluable  lives  are  lost. 


No.  8. 

From  redr^admirei  tjocUburn  to  admHriil  Warren. 

His  majesty's  sloop  Fantome,  in  the  Elk  Rifer, 
Sir,  90lh  April,  1S13. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  acquaint  yott,  thai,  having  yesterday 
gained  information  of  the  depdt  of  flour  (alluded  to  in  your 
note  to  me  of  the  23d  inst.)  beings  with  some  military  and 
other  stores,  'situated  at  a  place  called^French-Town,  a  conside- 
^ble  distiiice  up  the  rirer  £lk,  I  caused  his  majesty's  brigs, 
Fantome,  and  Mohawk,  and  the  Dolphin,.  Rae^r^.  and  HighAyir 
tenders,  to  be  moored,  jresterday  evening,  as  far  within  the  en- 
^raiitee  of  €Ms  rirer  «s  ieould  be  pmdehtty  effected  after  dark ; 
and  at  11  o'clock  last  night,  the  detachment  of  marines  now  iA 
the  advanced  squadron,  consbting  of  about  lid  men,  nndet 
captains  Wybourn  a,nd  Carter,  of  that  corps,  with  ^^e  artillery- 
.men,  under  first.lieutenant  Robertson  of  the  artillery,  (who 
eagerly  volunteered  his  valuable  assistance  on  this  occasion,) 
proceeded  1h  the  boats  of  the  squadron,  the  whole  being  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  lieutenant  G.  A.  Westphall,  first  of 
the  Marlborough,  to  take  and  &e%itoy  the  aforesaid  stores :  the 
Highflyer  tender,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  T.  Lewis, 
being  directed  to  follow,  for  the  support  and  protection  of  the 
boats,  as  far  and  as  closely  as  he  mt§ht  find  it  practicable. 


•  -^E^g  igVjpraot  of  tbe  way,  the  boats  WjCre  vnfortanateljr 
ipd  «P  the  Bohemia  RiTer«  instead  of  keeping  in  the  Elk ; 
i<idy  it  bting  daylight  before  this  error  was  rectified,  they 
l^d  not  ripach  the  destined  place  till  between  8  and  9  o'clock 
this  morning,  which  occasioned  the  enemy  to  hare  full  warning 
of  tlieir  approach,  and  gave  him  time  to  collect  his  force,  and 
Bake*  his  arrangements  for  the  defence  of  his  stores  and 
toirn  ;  for  the  security  of  which,  a  6-gun  battery  had  lately 
been  erected,  and  from  whence  a  heavy  fire  was  opened  upon 
our  boats  the  moment  they  approached  within  its  reach  ;  but 
the  launches,  with  their  carronadesr,  under  the  orders  of  licute. 
Nicholas  Alexander,  first  of  the  Dragon,  pulling  resolutely  up 
to  the  work,  keeping  up  at  the  same  time  a  constant  and  well* 
directed  fire  on  i( ;  and  the  marines  being  in  the  act  of  disem* 
barking  on  the  right,  the  Americans  judged  it  prudent  to  quit 
•their  battery,  and  to  retreat  precipitately  into  the  country, 
abandoning  to  their  fate  French-Town  and  its  dep6f  s  of  stores ; 
the  whole  of  the  latter,  therefore,  consisting  of  much  flouc,  a 
large  quantity  of  army-cloathing,  of  saddles,  bridles,  and  other 
^uipments  for  cavalry,  &c.  &c.,  together  with  various  articles 
of  merchandize,  were  immediately  set  fire  to,  and  entirely  con- 
sumed, as  were  five  yesscls  lying  near  the  place;  and  theguna 
of  the  battery  being  too  heavy  to  bring  away,  were  disabled  as 
effectually  as  possible  by  lieutenant  Robertson  and  his  artillery, 
men ;  after  which,  my  orders  being  completely  fulfilled,  the 
boats  returned  down  the  river  without  molestation  ;  and  I  am 
happy  to  add,  that  one  seamen,  of  the  Maidstone,  wounded  in 
the  arm  by  a  grape-shot^  is  the  only  casualty  we  have  sus« 
tabled. 

To  lieutenant  6.  A.  Westphall,  who  has  so  gallantly  con- 
ducted, and  so  ably  executed,  this  service,  my  highest  encomiums 
and  best  acknowledgements  are  due  j  and  1  trust,  sir,  you  will 
deem  him  to  have  also  thereby  merited  your  favorable  conside- 
ration and  notice*  It  is  likewise  my  pleabing  duty  to  acquaint 
you,  that  he  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  zeal  and  good 
^conduct  of  every  officer  and  man  employed  with  him  on  this 
occasion ;  but  particularly  of  the  very  great  assistance  he  de- 
rived from  lieutenant  Robertson,  of  the  aHillcry ;  lieutenant 
Alexander,  of  the  Dragon  ;  lieutenant  I^ewis,  of  the  Highflyer  ; 
and  captains  Wyboarn  and  Carteir  of  the  royal  marines. 

I  have  now  anchored  the  above-mentioned  brigs  and  tenders 
near  a  farm,  on  the  right  bank  of  this  river,  where  there  appeara 
to  be  a  considerable  quantity  of  cattle,  which  1  intend  embark- 
ing for  the  use  of  the  fleet  under  your  command ;  and  if  I  meet 
with  no  resistance  or  impediment  in  so  doing,  I  shall  give  the 
owner  bills  on  the  victualling-office  for  the  fair  value  of  whatsp- 
4ever  is  so  taken ;  but  should  resistance  be  made,  1  shall  isonsid^ 
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thorn  as  prize  of  war,  yf\^ic\  I  trust  will  meet  70a  r  approbation  $ 
and  I  purpose  tajking  on  boac.d  a  farther  supply  for  the  fleet  to- 
morrow, on  similar  tcnns^  from  Specpcie  Island,  which  lies  a 
little  below  Havre-derGraee,  and  which  I  have  been  informed 
lis  also  wpU  stocked. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

6.  CpCKBURN,  rear.admiral, 
I'o  the  rijght  hon,  admiral  Sir  J.  p.  Warren^  bart.  ]S:.  p.  ftc. 

No,  9, 

Prom  same  to  same. 

pis  majesty's  ship  Maidstone, 
Tucsday.night,  3d  of  May,  1B13,  at  anchor  off 
Sib,  Turkey  Point. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  whilst  anchorinf^  thp 
jbrigs  and  tenders  off  Specucie  Island,  ^reeably  to  my  intentions 
notified  to  you  in  my  official  report  of  the  29th  ultimo.  No.  10, 
I  observed  guns  fired,  and  Americai>  colours  hoisted,  at  a  battery 
lately  erected  at  Havre-de-grace,  at  the  entri^nce  of  Susque- 
hanna  River.  This,  of  course,  immediately  gave  to  the  place  an 
importance  which  I  had  not  before  attached  to  it,  and  I  there- 
fore determined  on  attacking  it  after  the  completion  of  our 
operations  at  the  island ;  consequently,  having  sounded  in  the 
direction  towards  it,  and  found  that  the  shallowness  of  the 
water  would  only  admit  of  its  being  approached  by  boats,  I 
directed  their  assembliug  under  lieutenant  VVest*phall,  (first  of 
the  Marlborough,)  last  night  at  12  o'clock,  alongside  the  Fan- 
jtomc:  when  our  detachments  of  marines,  consisting  of  about 
150  men,  (as  before,)  uuder  captains  Wybourn  and  Carter,  with 
a  small  party  of  artillerymen,  under  lieutenant  Robinson,  of 
the  artillery,  embarked  in  them;  aqd  the  whole  being  under 
the  immediate  direction  of  captain  Lawrence,  of  the  Fan- 
tome^  (who,  with  much  zeal  and  readiness,  took  upon  himself, 
at  my  request,  the  conducting  of  this-  service,)  proceeded  to- 
ward Havre-de-Grace,  to  take  up,  under  co^er  of  the  night, 
the  necessary  position  for  eomtnencing  the  att^i:k  at  tite  dawn 
pf*day.  The  Dolphin  and  jj^igh flyer  tenders,  commanded  by 
lieutenants  butchiiispii  and  Lewis,  fpllQwed  for  the  support  of 
the  boats,  but  the  shpsllnes^  of  the  water  prevented  their  getting 
within  six  miles  qf  the  place.  Captajn  Lawrence,  however, 
having  got  up  with  the  bqats,  and  having  very  ably  and  judir 
piously  placed  them  during  the  dark,  a  warm  fire  \%as  opened  on 
'  |he  place  at  day-light  from  our  launches  and  rocket- boats,  which 
ijr^  smartly  returned  from  the  battery  for  a  short  time ;  bat 
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the  launcher  constantly  closing  with  it,  and  their  fire  rather 
increasing  than  decfeasing,  that  from  the  battery  soon  began  to 
slacken  ;  and  captain  Lawrence  observing  this,  very  judiciously 
directed  the  landing  of  the  marines  on  the  left-;  which  move* 
ment,  added  to  the  hot  fire  they  were  under,  induced  the  Ame- 
ricans to  commence  withdrawing  from  the  battery,  to  take 
shelter  in  the  towii« 

Lieutenant  6.  A.  Westphall,  who  had  taken  his  station 
in  the  rocket-boat  close  to  the  battery,  therefore  now  judg. 
ing  the  moment  to  be  favourable,  pulled  directly  up  under 
the  work,  and  landing  with  his  boat's  crew,  got  imnle. 
diate  possession  of  it,  turned  their  own  guns  on  them,  and 
thereby  soon  obliged  them  to  retreat,  with  their  whole  force, 
'to  the  farthest  extremity  of  the  town,  whither,  (the  marines 
having  by  this  time  landed,)  they  were  pursued  closely ; 
and  no  longer  feeling  themselves  equal  to  an  open  and  manly 
resistance,  they  commenced  a  teazing  and  irritating  fire  from 
behind  the  houses,  walls,  trees,  &c. :  from  which,  I  am  sorry 
to  say,  my  gallant  first-lieutciiant  received  a  shot  through  his' 
hand  whiUt  leading  the  pursuing  party ;  he,  however,  conti- 
nued to  head  the  advance,  with  which  he  soon  succeeded  in 
dislodging  the  whole  of  the  enemy  from  their  lurking-places,  and 
driving  them  for  shelter  to  the  neighbouring;  woods  ;  and  whilst 
performing  which  service,  he  had  the  satisfaction  to  overtake, 
and  with  his  remaining  hand  to  make  prisoner  and  bring  in  a 
captain  of  their  militia.  We  fUso  took  an  ensign  and  some 
armed  individuals  ;  but  the  rest  of  the  force,  which  had  been 
opposed  to  us,  ha? ing  p^etrated  into  the  woods,  I  did  not 
judge  it  prudent  to  allow  of  their  being  further  followed  witii 
our  small  numbers  ;  therefore,  after  setting  fire  to  some  of  tiie 
houses,  to  cause  the  proprietors,  (who  had  deserted  them,  and 
formed  part  of  the  militia  who  had  fled  to  the  woods,)  to 
understand,  and  feel,  what  they  were  liable  to  bring  upon 
themselves,  by  building  batteries,  and  acting  towards  ns  with 
so  much  useless  rancour,  I  embarked  in  the  boats  the  guns 
from  the  battery,  and  having  also  taken  v^d  destroyed 
about  130  stand  of  small  arms,  I  detached  a  small  division  of 
boats  up  the  Susquehanna,  to  take  and  destroy  whatever  they 
might  meet  with  in  it,  and  proceeded  myself  wiUi  the  remaining 
boats  under  captain  Lawrence,  in  search  of  a  cannon  foundry, 
which  I  had  gained  intelligence  of,  whilst  on  shore  at  llavre- 
de«Grace,  as  being  situated  about)  three  or  four  miles  to  the 
northward,  where  we  found  it  accordini^ly  ;  and  getting  pos. 
session  of  it  without  difficalty,  commenced  instantly  its  destruc- 
tion, and  that  of  the  gons  and  other  materiaU  we  found  there, 
to  complete  which,  occupied  us  during  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
as  there  were  several  buildings,  and  much  complicated  heavy 
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iMachinery^  attached  to  It  j  it  was  known'  by  tlie  name  of 
Cecil,  or  Prindpio  foandry,  and  was  one  of  the  most  Tain* 
able  works  of  the  kind  in  America ;  the  destruction  of  it, 
therefore,  at  (his  moment,  will,  I  trust,  prore  of  ranch  nati- 
onal importance. 

In  the  margin*  I  hare  stated  the  ordnance  taken  and  dis- 
abled by  our  small  division  this  day,  during  the  whole  of  which 
we  have  been  on  shore  in  the  centre  of  the  enemy's  country,  and 
on  his  high  road  between  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  The  boats 
which  I  dent  up  the  Susquehanna,  returned  after  destroying  fire 
Tessels  on  it,  and  a  large  store  of  flour ;  when  erery  thing  being 
completed  to  my  utmost  wishes,  the  whole  difision  re-embarked 
and  returned  to  the  ships,  where  we  arrived  at  10  o'clock, 
after  having  been  K,  hours  in  constant  exertion,  without 
nourishment  of  any  kind  ;  and,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  being 
able  to  add,  that,  excepting  lieutenant  Westphall's  wound,  we 
have  not  suffered  any  casualty  whatever. 

The  judicious  dispositions  made  by  captafn  Lawrence,  of  the 
Fantorae,  during  the  preceding  night,  and  the  able  manner  in 
which  he  conducted  the  attack  of  Havre  in  the  morning,  added 
to  the  gallantry,  zeal,  and  attention,  shewn  by  him  during  this 
whole  day,  most  justly  entitle  him  to  my  highest  encominms 
and  acknowledgements,  and  will,  I  trust,  ensure  to  him  your 
approbation ;  and  f  have  the  pleasure  to  add,  that  he  speaks  in 
the  most  favorable  manner  of  the  good  conduct  of  all  the  officers 
and  men  employed  in  the  boafs  under  his  immediate  orders,' 
particularly  of  lieutenants  Alexander  and  Reed,  of  the  Dragon 
and  Fantome,  who  each  commanded  a  division ;  of  lieutenant 
G.  A.  We^tphall,  whose  exemplary  and  gallant  conduct  it  has 
been  necessary  for  me  already  to  notice  in  detailing  to  you  the 
operations  of  the  day.  1  shall  only  now  add  that,  from  a 
thorough  knowledge  of  his  merits,  (he  having  served  many 
years  with  me  as  first  lieutenant,)  I  always,  on  similar  occa- 
sions, expected  much  from  him,  but  this  day  he  even  out- 
stripped those  expectations;  and  though  in  considerable  pain 
from  his  wor^Ml,  he  insisted  on  continuing  to  assist  me  to  the  last 
moment  with  his  able  exertions.  1  therefore,  sir,  cannot  biit 
entertain  a  confident  hope  that  his  services  of  to<^day,  and  the 
wound  he  has  received,  added  to  what  he  so  successfully  exe- 
cuted at  Frenchtown,  (as  detailed  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the 
^Oih  ultimo,)  willobtain  for  him  your  favorable  consideration 

*  Taken  from  Uie  battery  at  Havre-de-Grace— 0  gans,  18  and  6*poan« 
ders. 

Disabled,  In  battery  fsrf>rolection  of  foaodrv-»5  rtmi.  S4  pounders. 

Disabled,  ready  for  sendinf;  away  from  fbonory— 28  guns,  32-poBnderf. 

Disabled,  in  boring-Jioose  and  foundry— 8  guu6  and  4  carronadet  of 
different  ealibres. 

Total— 51  gonB,and  ISO  stand  of  small  arirn. 
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wd  notice,  and  that  of  my  lords  commiMionert  of  the  admimlty. 
i  should  be  wanting  in  justice  did  \  not  also  m^ition  to  yo«^ 
particularly,  the  able  assistance  again  afforded  me  by  lieutenant 
Robertson,  of  the  artillery,  who  is  erer  a  Tolunteer  where  ser- 
vice is  to  be  performed,  and  always  foremost  in  performing  such 
lerTice,  being  equally  conspicuous  for  his  gallantry  and  al4lity ; 
and  he  also  obliged  me  by  superintending  the  destruction  of  the 
ordnance  taken  at  the  foundry.  To  captains  Wybom  and 
Carter,  who  commanded  the  marines,  and  shewed  much  skUl  in 
the  management  of  them,  erery  praise  is  likewise  due,  as  are 
aoy  acknowledgments  to  lieutenant  Lewis,  of  the  Highflyer^ 
who,  not  being  able  to  bring  his  Tess^cl  near  enough  to  render 
assistance,  came  himself  with  his  usual  active  seal  to  offer  his 
personal  services.  And  it  is  my  pleasing  duty  to  have  to  report 
to  you,  in  addition,  that  all  the  other  officers  and  men  seemed 
to  vie  with  each  other  in  the  cheerful  and  zealous  discharge  of 
their  duty,  and  I  have,  therefore,  the  satisfaction  of  recom* 
mending  their  general  good  conduct,  on  this  occasion,  to  your 
notice  accordingly.         t  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

6.  COCKBURN,  rear-adm. 

To  the  right  hon.  admiral  tsir  J.  B«  Warren,  bart. 

andR.B.  &c. 


No,  10. 

From  same  to  same* 

H.M.S.  Maidstone,  off  the  Sassafras  rtver^ 
Sir,  May  6th,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  you,  that  understanding 
Georgetown  and  Frederickstown,  situated  up  the  Sassafras  river^ 
were  places  of  some  trade  and  importance,  and  the  Sassafras 
being  the  only  river  or  place  of  shelter  for  vessels  at  this  npper 
extremity  of  the  Chesapeake/ which  I  had  not  eiamined  and 
cleared,  I  directed,  last  night,  the  assembling  of  the  boats  along, 
side  the  Mohawk,  from  whence  with  th^  mannes,  as  before^ 
under  captains  Wybourn  and  Carter,  with  my  friend  lleutenai^ 
Robertson,  of  the  artillery,  and  his  small  :party,  they  proceeded 
up  this  river,  being  placeid  by  me  for  this  operation,  undier  the 
immediate  directions  of  captain  Byng  of  the  Mohawk. 

I  intended  that  they  should  arrive  before  the  above-mentioned 
towns  by  dawn  of  day,  but  in  this  I  was  frustrated  by  the  Intri- 
cacy of  the  river,  our  total  want  of  local  knowledge  in  It,  the 
darkness  of  the  night,  and  the  great  distance  the  towns  lay  up 
it ;  it,  therefore,  unavoidably  beoune  kite  in  the  morning  before 


410  APPENDIX. 

'weapproftdied  tbem,  when,  having  intercepted  a  small  boafwith 
two  of  the  inhabitaDtSy  1  directed  captain  Bjng  to  halt  our 
boat!  about  two  milea  below  the  town,  and  I  sent  forward  the 
two  Americans  in  their  boat  to  warn  their  countrymen  against 
acting  in  the  same  rash  manner  the  people  of  Havre-de- Grace 
bad  done ;  assuring  them,  if  they  did,  that  their  towns  would 
encTitablj  meet  with  a  similar  fate ;  button  the  contrary,  if  they 
did  not  attempt  resistance,  no.injury  should  be  done  to  them  or 
their  towns ;  that  vessels  and  public  property  only  would  be 
aeised  ;  that  the  strictest  discipline  would  be  maintained  ;  and 
that,  whatever  provisions  or  other  property  of  individuals  I 
might  require  for  the  use  of  the  squadron,  should  be  instantly 
paid  for  in  its  fullest  value.  After  having  allowed  sufficient 
time  for  this  message  to  be  digested,  and  their  resolution  taken 
tbereou,  1  directed  the  boats  to  advance,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
I  soon  found  the  more  unwise  alternative  was  adopted  ;  for  on 
our  reaching  within  about  a  mile  of  the  town,  between  two 
projecting  elevated  points  of  the  river,  a  most  heavy  fire  of 
musketry  was  opened  on  us  from  Ibout  400  men,  divided 
and  entrenched  on  the  two  opposite  banks,  aided  by  one  long 
gun.  The  launches  and  rocket-boats  smartly  returned  this  fire 
with  good  effect,  and  with  the  other  boats  and  the  marines  I 
pushed  a-shore  immediately  above  the  enemy's  position,  thereby 
ensuring  the  capture  of  the  towns  or  the  bringing  him  to  a  de- 
cided action.  He  determined,  however,  not  to  risk  the  latter  ; 
for  the  moment  he  discerned  we  had  gained  the  shore,  and  that 
the  marines  had  fixed  their  bayonets,  he  fled  with  his  whole 
force  to  the  woods,  and  was  neither  seen  nor  heard  of  after- 
wards, though  several  parties  were  sent  out  to  ascertain  whether 
he  .had  taken  up  any  new  position,  or  what  had  become  of  him. 
I  gave  him,  however,  the  mortification  of  seeing,  from  where- 
ever  he  had  hid  himself,  that  I  was  keeping  my  Word  with  respect 
to  the  towns,  which  (^excepting  the  houses  ef  those  who  had  con* 
tinned  peaceably  in  them,  and  had  taken  no  part  in  the  attack 
made  on  us)  were  forthwith  destroyed,  as  were  four  vessels 
laying  in  the  river,  and  some  stores  of  sugar,  of  lumber,  of 
leather,  and  of  other  merchandize,  f  then  directed  tbe  re- 
^barkation  of  our  small  force,  and  we  proceeded  down  the 
river  again,  to  a  town  1  had  observed,  situated  in  a  branch  of 
ity  about  half  waj  up,  and  here  I  had  the  satisfaction  to  find, 
that  what  had  passed  at  Havre,  Georgetown,  and  Fredericks- 
town,  had  its  effect,  and  led  these  people  to  und^irstaod,  that 
jihey  had  more  to  hope  for  from  our  generosity,  than  from 
erecting  batteries,  and  opposing  us  by  means  within  their 
power ;  the  inhabitants  of  this  place  having  met  me  at  landing, 
to  say  that  they  had  not  pernutted.  either,  guns  or  militia  to  be 
f  tatiiUDd  tbejr^  wd  that  wUlst  there  I  should  not  meet  witb  any 
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lOpposition  whateTer.  I  therefore  landed, with  the  officers  and 
a  small  gaard  only,  and  haring  ascertained  that  there  was  no 
public  property  of  any  kind,  or  warlike  stores,  and  having 
allowed  of  such  articles  as  we  stood  in  need  of  being  embdrked 
.in  the  boats  on  payment  to  the  owner  of  their  full  Talne,  I 
Bgaia  re-embarked,  leaTing  the  people  of  this  place  well  pleased 
with  the  wisdom  of  their  determination  on  their  mode  of  receiT. 
ing  us.  I  also  had  a  deputation  from  Charlestown,  in  the 
north-east  river,  to  assure  me  that  that  place  is  considered  by 
them  at  your  mercy,  and  that  neither  guns  nor  militia-men  shall 
be  suffered  there  ;  and  as  I  am  assured  that  all  the  places  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  Chesapeake  have  adopted  similar  resolutions, 
and  that  there  is  now  neither  public  property,  yessels,  nor  war- 
like stores  remaining  in  this  neighbourhood,  I  propose  retnrn- 
ing  to  you  with  the  light  squadron  to-morrow  morning. 

I  am  sorry  to  say  the  hot  fire  we  were  under  this  morning 
cost  us  five  men  wounded,  one  only,  however,  sererely ;  and  I 
have  much  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  bear  testimony  to  you 
of  the  zeal,  gallantry,  and  good  conduct  of  the  different  officers 
and  men  serving  in  this  division.  To  captain  Byng,  of  the 
Mohawk,  who  conducted  the  various  arrangements,  on  this 
occasion,  with  equal  skill  and  bravery,  every  possible  praise  is 
most  justly  due,  as  well  as  to  captains  Wybourn  and  Carter^ 
lieutenant  Robertson,  of  the  artillery,  and  lieutenant  Lewis,  of 
the  Highflyer  ;  lieutenant  Alexander,  of  the  Dragon,  the  senior 
officer  under  captain  Byng,  in  command  of  the  boats,  deserves 
also  that  1  should  particularly  notice  him  to  you  for  J)is  steadi- 
ness, correctness,  and  the  great  ability  with  which  he  always 
{executes  whatever  service  is  entrusted  to  him;  and  1  most  beg  per* 
niission  of  seizing  this  opportunity  of  stating  to  you  how  much  I 
have  been  indebted,  since  on  thjs  service,  to  captain  3nrdett,  of 
this  ship,  who  was  good  enough  to  receive  me  oh  bpard  the 
Maidstone  when  I  found  it  impracticable  to  advance  higher  in 
the  Marlborough,  and  has  invariably  accompanied  me  on  every 
occasion  uhilst  directing  these  various  operations,  and  rendered 
me  always  the  niost  able,  prompt,  and  efficacious  iissi^tanco* 

J  ha?e  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

G.  COCKBURN,  rear-adm* 
To  the  right  hout >4iniral  sir  J.  B.  Warrep,  B^U  %^B.  &^. 

No.  11, 

From  lieuUnmit  Cr^rie  to  capiain  TVart^* 

Sir,  His  majesty's  ship  Narcissus,  June  13,  181S. 

Your  gallant  and  desperate  attempt  to  defend  your  vessel 

against  more  than  double  year  oamber^  pn  the  night  of  the 
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IStli  lOstaQti  excited  such  ndniratioB  on  the  part  of  jour 
OjRponenty,  m  I  hate  seldpm  witnessed,  and  induced  nie  to 
reiiirn  yon  the  sword  you  h<f^  so  pobly  used,  in  testimony  ojf 
pine.  Our  poor  fellows  haTe  severely  suffered,  occasioned 
chiefly,  if  not  solely,  by  the  precaution  you  had  taken  to  pre* 
vent  surprise;  in  short,  1  affi  at  a  loss  w^ich  to  admire  most, 
Ibe  previous  engagement  on  board  the  Surveyor,  or  the  deter- 
^uned  manner  by  which  her  deck  was  dbput^,  inch  by  inch. 

I  am,  sir,  with  much  respect,  &;c. 

JOHN  CRERIE. 
Capt.  S.  Trayb^  U.  S.  cutter.  Surveyor. 
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JFn$m  cammadore  Cuisin  to  the  American  secretary  of  the 

navy. 

(Letter  J.) 

SiJtj  Nayyyard,  Gosport,  June  21,  1813. 

Op  Saturday,  at  11  P.M.  captain  Tarbell  moved  with  the 
flotilla  under  hb  command,  consisting  of  15  gun.boats,  in  two 
dlf isions,  lieutenant  Johii  M.  Gardner  1st  division,  and  lieute. 
^s^nt  Robert  Henley  the  2d,  manned  from  the  frigate,  and  50 
Qiiisketeers,  ordered  from  Craney  island  by  general  Taylor, 
4nd  proceeded  down  the  river ;  but  adrerse  winds  and  squalls 
prevented  his  approaching  the  enemy  until  Sunday  morning  at 
/our,  when  ihe  flotilla  commenced  a  heavy  galling  fire  on  a 
jfrigate,  at  about  thrpe  quarters  of  a  mile  distance,  lying  well 
ij^p  the  roads^  two  other  frigates  lying  in  sight.  At  half  past 
four,  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  E.N.K.  which  enabled  the  two 
frigates  to  get  upder  way— -one  a  razee  or  very  heavy  ship,  and 
this  other  a  frigate— and  to  come  nearer  into  action.  The  boats, 
in  consequence  of  their  approach,  hauled  off,  though  keeping 
up  a  well  difccted  fire  on  the  razee  and  the  other  ship,  which 
^ave  us  several  broadsides.  The  frigate  first  engaged,  suppose^l 
16  ^e  the  Junon^  was  certainly  severely  handled — had  the  calm 
^continued  one  half  hour,  that  frigate  must  have  fallen  into  our 
•hands,  or  been  destroyc;d«  She  must  hare  slipped  her  mooring 
so  as  to  drop  nearer  the  razee,  who  had  all  sail  set,  coming  up 
)to  her  with  the  other  frigiajte.  The  action  continued  one  hour 
.and  a  half  with  three  ships.  Shortly  after  the  action,  the  razee 
.got  alongside  of  the  ship,  and  had  her  upon  a  deep  careen  in  a 
liftle  time,  with  a  number  of  boats  and  stages  round  her.  I  am 
satisfied  con&iderable  daipage  was  done  to  her,  for  she  was 
silcBjced  soipe  time^  until  the  raae#  opened. her  fire,  when  sha 


commenced  again.  Our  lasf  is  f€ry  trifling.  Mr.  Allison, 
master's  mate,  on  board  139,  was  killed  early  in  the  action,  by 
an  IS^poundball,  wbidi  pisi^  Iiiv6agk  litiii  and  lodged  in  the 
mast.  No.  154  had  a  shot  between  wind  and  water.  No.  67 
had  her  franklin'  shot  away,»  and  several  of  them  had.  tsgime  of 
their  sweeps  and  their  GPtaacliepiis  shot  aws^-r-but  two  itsiea 
tlightiy  injured  from  the  sweeps.  6b  the  flmd  fidesewaNll 
ships  of  the  Une  and  frigates  cane  into  the  roads,,  and  we  difl 
expect  an  attack  last  ni^t*  Th^re  are  now  in  the  roadf  19 
thips  of  the  line  and  frigates,  one  brig  and  several  tenders. 

I  cannot  say  too  much  for  the  officers  and  cfcws  on  this  occai» 
sion ;  for  every  mafi  appeared  to  go  into  action  with  so  much 
cheerfulness,  apparently  to  do  their  duty,  resoWed  to  coyqiier« 
i  had  a  better  opportunity  of  discovering  thehr  actions  than  any 
one  else,  being  in  my  boat  the  whole  #f  the  action. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

Hon.  W.  Jones,  Sec.  JOHN  CASSIN. 

(LxTtER   11.) 

Sir,  Navy  yard,  Gosport,  June  23,  1813. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  SOth  the  cnemj 
got  under  way,  in  all  13  sail,  and  dropped  up  to  the  mouth  it 
James'  river,  one  ship  bearing  a  flag  at  the  mizen.  At  5  PJVL 
they  were  discovered  making  great  preparation  with  troops  for 
landing,  having  a  number  oi  boats  for  the  purpose.  Finding 
Craney  island  rather  weakly  manned,  captain  Tarbelt  direeted 
lieutenants  Neal,  Shubrick,  and  Sanders,  with  100  seamen,  on 
shore,  at  11  P.M.  to  a  small  battery  on  the  N.W.  side  of  the 
island. 

Tuesday  22d,  at  dawn,  the  enemy  were  discovei)cd  laadiiig 
round  the  point  of  Nansemond  river;  at  8  A.M.  the  barj^cis 
attempted  to  land  in  front  of  the  island,  out  of  reach  of  the  shot 
from  the  gun-boats,  when  lieutenants  Neal^  Shubrick^  «nd 
Sanders  with  the  sailors,  and  lieutenant  JBreckenbridge  witii  the 
marines  of  the  Constellation,  150  in  number,  opened  the  fir^ 
which  was  so  well  directed,  that  the  enemy  were  glad  to  get 
off,  after  sinking  three  of  their  largest  boats.  One  of  them, 
called  the  Centepede,  admiral  Warren's  boat,  50  feet  in  length, 
carried  75  men,  the  greater  part  of  whom  were  lost  by  her 
sinking.  Twenty  soldiers  and  sailors  were  saved,  and  the  boat 
hauled  up. 

The  officers  of  the  Constellation  fired  their  IS-poUndermore 
like  riflemen  than  artillerists.  I  never  saw  such  shooting,  and 
seriously  believe  they  saved  the  island. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c 

Hon.  W.  Jones,  Sec.  JOHN  CASSIN. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  engaged  in  the  attack  was  WfLwfy 
3000. 
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No.  13. 

From  admiral  Warren  to  Mr.  Croker. 

San  Domingo,  Hampton.road^^ 
SlBy  Cliesapeake,  June  24,  IS  1 9. 

I  request  yon  will  infonn  their  lordships,  that,  from  the  iii<* 
Ibrraation  recelfed  of  the  enemy^s  fortifying  Craiiey  Island,  and 
kbeing^necessary  to  obtain  possession  of  that  place,  to  enable 
^e  light  ships  and  yessels  to  proceed  up  the'  narrow  channel 
towards  Norfolk,  to  transport  the  troops  orer  on  that  side  for 
them  to  attack  the  new  fort  and  lines,  in  the  rear  of  which  the 
Constellation  frigate  was  anchored,  I  directed  the  troops  nnder 
sir  Sydney  Beckwith  to  be  landed  upon  the  continent  within  the 
nearest  point  to  that  place,  and  a  reinforcement  of  seamen  and 
marines  from  the  ships  ;  but  upon  approaching  the  island,  from 
the  extreme  shoalness  of  the  water  on  the  sea  side,  and  the 
difficulty  of  getting  across  from  (he  land,  as  well  as  the  Island 
Itself  being  fortifi^  with  a  number  of  guns  and  men  from  the 
frigate  and  militia,  and  flanked  by  15gun.boats,  I  considered, 
In  consequence  of  the  representation  of  the  officer  commanding 
the  troops,  of  the  difficulty  of  their  passing  oyer  from  the  land, 
that  the  perscTering  in  the  attempt  would  cost  more  men  than 
the  number  with  us  would  permit,  as  the  other  forts  must  have 
been  stormed  before  the  frigate  and  dock-yard  could  have  been 
destroyed ;  I  therefore  ordered  the  troops  to  be  re-embarked. 

lam  happy  to  say,  the  loss  in  the  aboye  affair  (returns  of 
which  are  enclosed)  has  not  been  considerable,  and  only  two 
boats  sunk. 

I  haye  to  regret,  that  captain  Hanshett,  of  his  majesty's  ship 
Diadem,  who  yolanteered  his  senrices,  aiid  led  the  division  of 
boats  with  great  gallantry,  was  seyerely  wounded  by  a  ball  In 
the  thigh. 

The  officers  and  men  behayed  with  much  bravery,  and  if  it 
had  been  possible  to  have  got  at  the  enemy,  I  am  persuaded 
wonld  have  soon  gained  the  place. 

I  hare  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 
J.  W.  Croker,  esq.  J.  B.  WARREN. 

A  return  of  officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  belonging  to  his  majesty's 
ships,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  in  the  attack  on  Craney  island, 
June  22d. 

Killed; — ^None. 

TFottiMJc'c?;—!  officer  and  7  seamen. 

Missing ; — 10  seamen. 

Name  of  the  officer  wounded. 

Captain  Handietti  of  bis  majesty's  ship  Diadem,  severely,  but  not 
dangerously. 

J.  B.  WARREN. 
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A  ratarn  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  of  the  officers,  non- 
commissioned officers,  drumfners,  and  rank  and  file,  in  the  affiiir 
with  the  enemy  near  Craivey  island,  June  SSd. 

tit  battalion  royal  marines  and  rocket  artillery ;— 1  rank  and  6l0 
wounded. 

Zd  battalion  royal  marinei i'^^  fwM' fiVkA  file,  killed;  1  captain,  4 
rank  file,  wounded ;  7  r^nk  and  file,  missing. 

103(/  regiment  ;-**!  seijeant,  killed ;  1  serjeant,  wounded. 

lif  and  ^d  company  Canadian  eiaiseurs  ;--l  lieutenant,  woonded;  S 
ierjeants^  S  drummers,  41  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Total<— 3  killed ;  8  wounded;  69  missing. 

SYDNEY  BEC&WITH,  qaarter-matter-gen* 

No.  14. 

From  same  to  ^ame* 

San  Domingo,  Hampton.roads,  Chesapeake^ 
Sir,  June  27th,  181^ 

I  request  jon  will  inform  their  lordships,  that  the  enemjr 
having  a  post  at  Hampton,  defended  bj  a  considerable  cwrps, 
commanding  the  communication  between  the  upper  part  of  the 
country  and  Norfolk  ;  I  lionslderedit  adTisable,  and  with*  a  view 
to  cut  qif  their  resources,,  to  direct  it  to  be  attacked  by-^he 
troops  composing  the.  flying  corps  attached  to  this  squadron^; 
and  having  instructed  rear-admiral  Gockbdm  to  conduct  the 
naval.part  of  the  expedition,  and  ptaeed  captain  Pechell  with 
the  Mohawk,  sloop  and  launches,  as  a  covering  force,  under  his 
orders,  the  troops  were  disearimrked  fHih-thegreatest  zeal  and 
.alaerity.  ■  -  :  "'i     .■  '•'•      ..;      ■■  ■  ..■■.•■..'■. 

Sir  Sydney  Beckwith  commanding'  the  troops,  haying  moit 
ably  attackoi  and  defented  dhe  eseihyfs!  fbree,  and  took  their 
guns,  colours,  andcampy  I  refer: their  lordships  to  the  quarter- 
master-general's report,  (which  i»  'enclosed,)  and  that  will 
explain  the  gallantry \aiid  .behavior  of  the  sereral  officers  and 
men  employed  upon  this  ooC'asiou,  and  I  trust  will  entitle  them 
to  the  favor  of  his  royal  highness  the  princo  regent,*  and  the 
lord's  commissioners  of  the  Admiralty.     :     .  .  ■     «  .    •     : 

Sir  Sydney  JBleckwitb,  having  re|)orted  to  me  that  the  defences 
of  the  town  were  entirely  diStroyed,  and  the  enemy  completely 
dispersed  in  the  neighbourhood,  I  ordered  the  troops-  to  be| 
re^mbarked,  which  was  performed  with  the  utmost  good  order 
by  the  several  officers. of  the  squadron^nder  the  orders  of 
rear-admiral  Cock bu^n,  I  have  the  honor  to*  be,  • 

JOHN  BORLASJ&.  WARREN. 
John  Wilson  Croker,  esq* 
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No.  15. 

I^om  quarter^maaier^general  sir  Sydney  Beckwith  to  admiral 

Warren. 

HU  majestj^'s  sbip  San  Domin^^  Hamptoiiwfotds, 
Sir,  J«ne^  tS13. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon,  that  i»  compliance  with 
your  orders  to  attack  the  enemy  in  town  and  camp  at  Hampton, 
the  troops  under  my  command  were  p«it  iikto  light  sailing 
vessels  and  boats,  during  the  night  of  the  25th  instant,  and  by 
the  excellent  arrangements  of  rear-admiral  Cockburn,  who  wai 
pleased  in  person  to  superintend  the  adrance  under  lieutenant- 
colonel  Napier,  consisting  of  the  102d  regiment,  two  companies 
of  Canadian  Chasseurs,  three  companies  of  marines  from  the 
squadron,  with  two  6-pounders  from  the  marine  artillery,  were 
landed  half  an  hour  before  day-Hght  the  next  morning,  about 
M#  miles  to  t!he  westward  of  the  town,  and  the  royal  marine 
battalions,  uode#  lieutenant-colonel  Williams,  were  brovght  on 
«lMre  so  expeditioasly  that  the  column  was  speedify  enabled  to 
jMore  forward. 

With  a  view  to  turn  the  enemy's  position,  our  march  was 
liitccted  towards  the  great  road,  lading  f#om  the  conntry  faitb 
tbe  rear  of  the  town.     Whilst  the  troops  moved  off  in  this 
rdirection,    rear-admiral   Cockburn,   to  engage  the    enemy's 
attention,    ordered  tke  armed  launches  and  rocket-boats  to 
commence  a  fire  upon  tbeir  baMeries ;  this  succeeded  so  com- 
])letely,  that  the  head  ^of  our  advanced  g tfard  had  desired  a 
Wfood,  and  wcse  aWady  •  on  the  enemy^  itsnlt  before  otfr 
approach  was  perceived.     They  then  moved  from  their  camp 
to  their  position  in  rear  of  the  tewfl^'  aiid  liere  they  trere 
vigorously  attacked  by  Kevtenant-eotfofid    Napier,   and  this 
advance ;  vnable  to  stand  which,  they  continued  their  march  to 
the  rear  of  the  town,  when  a  detachment,  under  fieuCenant- 
cdonel  Wittiams,   conducted  by  captaia   Powell,  asslstant- 
quarter-master-general,  pushed  through  th^  town,  and  forced 
their  way  across  a  bridge  of  planks  into  the  enemy's  encamp- 
ment, of  which,  and  the  batteries,  immediate  possession  was 
gained.     In  the  mean  time  some  artillerymen  stormed  and  took 
the  enemy's  remaining  field.pieces. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  return  of  ordnance 
taken.  Lieutenant-colonel  Williams  will  have  the  honor  of 
delivering  to  you  a  stand  of  colours  of  tiic  68th  regiment, 
James  xAty  Kght  infantry,  and  one  of  ^ke  1st  battaliiNi  85th 
regiment.  The  exact  numbers  of  the  enemy  it  is  difficult  to 
ascertain. 
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From  the  .woody  country,  and  the  strength'  of  theirposl. 
lions,  our  troops  have  sustained  some  kiss  ;  that  of  thef.  enemy 
was  yery  considerable. '  Every  exertion  was  made  to  collect 
the  wounded  Americans,  who  were  attended  by  a  surgeon  of 
,  their  own,  and  by  the  British  surgeons,  who  peiformed  ampu* 
tations  on  such  as  required  it,  and  affbirded- every  assbtance  In 
their  power.  The  dead  bodies  of  such  as  could  be  collect^ 
were  also  carefully  buried.  • 

J  beg  leave  on  this  occasion  to  express  the  obligations- 1  owe 
^o  lieut^ant-colonel  Napier,  and  lieutenant-coldnel  Williams, 
for  their  kind  and  able  assistance ;  to  major  Malcolm  •  ^ntt 
captain  Smith,  and  all  the  officers  and  men,  whose  zeal  and 
spirited  conduct  entitle  them  to  my  best  acknowledgements. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec.  '   ■    ' 

SrDNEY  BECKWITH,  Q.M.G. 

Return  of  ordnance  stores  taken  iuHamptoo,  on  the  85tbof  June,  1818*. 

Four  1  S^pounder  guns  on  travelling  carriages*  three  6-pounder  guiis 
,on  travelling  carriages,  with  timbers  and  a  proportion  of  ammuuitiooi 
for  each  of  the  above  calibres. 
Three  covered  waggons  iiDd  their  horses. 

T.  A.  PARKE;  captain,      ' 
and  senior  officer  R.  M.  artillery. 

A  return  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  at  Hamp|on,vthe  ^Otb^of 

June,  1813.  "  '  ' 

Roi/al  marine  artillery ;— 1  rank  and  file,  killed ;  4  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

Ships*  3  companiet  of  royal  marines i-^i  rank  and  file,  wounded;  1 
rank  and  file,  missing. 

Ut  and  td  Canadian  chasteurs;^S  rank  and  file^  killed;  13  rank  and 
file,  wounded ;  6  rank  and  file,  missing. 

ist  battalion  royal  marines ; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieutenaDt,  1 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2d  battalion  royal  marines ;— 1  lieutenant,  1  seijeant,  6  rank  and 
file,  wounded ;  3  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Total — 5  killed ;  33  wounded ;  lif  missing. 

SYDNEY  BECKWITH,  Q.M.G. 
Admiral  Sir  J.  B.  Warren, 
&c.  &c.  .&c. 


^•>«^##i#«#«r##<#N#>#<^ 


No.  16. 


From  colonel  Butler  to  genertU  Harrison. 

Dear  sir, 
By  lieutenant  Shannon,  of  the  27th  regiment  United  States' 
,  infantry,  I   have  the  honor  of  informing  ybu^  that «  dotacli«- 
inent  of  the  troops  und.er  my  command,  1^  by  captain.  Hokn^^ 
TOL.    II.  "  B  B 


4IS  APPENDIX. 

.of  the  titk  United  States'  iafantry,  hare  obi^ed  a  signal 
▼ietorj  over  tke  enemy. 

:  The  affair  took  place  on  tlie  4tli  instant^  about  100  miles 
from  this  place,  on  tlie  river  de  Frencli.  Our  forco.  consisted 
of  no  more  tluui  160  rangers  and  mounted  infantry.  The 
lOpemy,  from  their  owm  aclinowledgement«  had  about  240l 
,Tlie  fine  light  company  of  the  royal  Scots  is  totally  destroyed; 
they  led  the  attack  most  gallantly,  and  their  commander  fell 
•within  icn  paces  of  our  front  Hno.  Tlie  light  company  of  the 
,89th  has  also  suflfored  sererely ;  one  officer  of  that  company 
fell,  one  is    a  prisoner,  and  another   is  said  to  lie  badly 


In  killed,  wonnded,  and  prisoners,  the  enemy  lost  about 
80,  whilst  on  our  part  there  were  but  four  killed,  and  four 
wounded.  Tbb  great  dbparity  iu  the  loss  on  each  side,  is  to  be 
attributed  to  the  very  judicious  position  occupied  by  captain 
holmes,  who  compelled  the  enemy  to  attack  him  at  great 
disadTantage.     This  even  more  gallantly  merits  the  laurel. 

Captain  Holmes  has  just  returned,  and  will  furnish  a 
detailed  account  of  the  expedition,  which  shall  immediately  be 
transmitted  to  yon.  Very  respectfully, 

your  most  obedient  servant, 
H.  BUTLER, 
Major-general  Harrison. '        lient.«.col.  commandant  Detroit 

Enemy's  forces,  as  stated  by  the  prisoners. 
Royal  Scots,  lOl 

39th  regimj^t^  45 

Militia,  IN) 

lodiaasit  40  io^O 

i  ■  .  "_ 

No.  17. 

Minutei  ef  a  emmcit  of  war  held  at  Champlam  the  29M  of 

March,  1814. 

Present — Brigadier-general  Macomb,  brigadier-general  Bis* 
sell,  brigadier-general  Smith,  oolonei  Atkinson,  colonel  Miller, 
colonel  Cnmmings,  major  Pitts,  major  Totten. 

Major-general  Wilkinson  states  to  the  council,  that,  from  the 
best  information  he  can  .collect,  the  enemy  has  assembled  at  the 
Isle  aux  Noix  and  La  Coiie  Mill  2500  men,  composed  of  about 
2000  tegular  troops  and  500  militia,  of  whom,  after  leaving 
a  garrison  of  200  men  at  Isle  aux  Noix,  1800  regulars  and 
"SiX)  militia,  may  be  brongbt  into  action.  The 'corps  of  the 
'  United  States^  now  at  this  plaeci  eons^tk  of  3999  combatanti^ 
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indading  100  cavalrj,  and  304  artilleriste,  with  11  pieces  of 
artiilerj.  The  objects  of  the  enemy  are  unknown,  and  the 
two  corps  are  separated  nine  miles.  Under  these  circumstancei 
the  major-general  submits  the  following  questions  lor  the 
consideration  and  opinion  of  the  council* 

Fint-^hall  we  attack  the  enemy?  and  in  sudi  case  do  the 
council  approTC  the  order  of  march  and  battle  hereunto  anneiedi 
with  the  general  order  of  the  day  ? 

*  Second— When  and  by  what  route  shall  the  attack  be  madei 
en  the  plan  of  the  intermediate  country  hereunto  annexed? 

Third— Shall  a  single  attack  be  made  with  our  force  conu 
bined ;  or  shall  two  attacks  be  made ;  or  shall  we  feint  on  the 
right  by  the  shore  of  the  Sorel,  or  to  the  left  by  OdeH'a 
mill,  to  favor  the  main  attack  ? 

The  general  will  be  happy  to  adopt  any  adfantageous  change 
which  may  be  proposed  by  the  council,  or  be  goyerned  by  thiuf 
opinions. 

The  coupcil  is  of  opinion,  that  the  light  troops  should  cover 
a  reconiioissance  towards  La  Colle  Mill ;  and,  if  it  is  found 
practicable,  the  position  should  be  attacked,  and  the  enemy's 
works  destroyed ;  that  the  whole  army  more  to  support  the 
light  troops;  that  the  order  of  battle  is  approred,  and  the 
floianner  and  mode  of  attack  must  be  left  entirely  with  the 
commanding  general.  ALEX.  MACOMB, 

TH.  A.  SMITH, 
D.  BISSELL, 
R.  PURDY, 
JAMES  MILLER, 
T.  H.  PITTS, 
H.  ATKINSOPr, 
JOSEPH  O.  TOTTEN. 

Under  existing  circumstances  my  opinJoa«Ss,  that  we  go  at 
far  as  La  Colle  Mill,  designated  in  the  map,  to  meet  the  enemy 
there,  and  destroy  their  blbck-honse  and  the  mill  in  which  they 
ere  quartered.  M.  SMITH,  cok  ^th  inf. 

*  ,  ■  i 

No.  18. 

American  getwpul  order  of  the  29/1  e/  Mmxh. 

Head-qnarters,  Champlain,  391h  March,  1814* 
The  army  will  enter  Canada  to-morrow  to  meet  the  enemy^ 
who  has  approached  in  force  to  the  ficinity  of  the  national  line  of 
4emarkation ;  the  arms  aqd  ammunition  are  therefore  to  be  cri- 
tically examined,  and  the  men  completed  to  60  rounds.  The 
commanding  officers  of  corps  and  companies  will  he  helfl  re« 
tpenslble  for  the  cifact  fulmment'  of  this  essential  order.    The 


4^  APPENDIX. 

troops  to  be  completed  to  four  days'  cooked  provisiOins,  exda« 
sl?'e  of  the  present ;  and  it  is  recommended  to  the  gentlemen  ia 
Commission  to  make  same  pro? ision.  No  baggage  will  be 
taken  forward,  excepting  the  bedding  of  the  officers.  Let  evrf 
officer,  and  every  man,  take  the  resolution  to  return  Ticto« 
)rious,  or  not  at  all :  for,  with  double  the  force  of  the  enemy, 
this  army  must  not  give  ground. 

Brigadier-general  Macomb  having  joined  with  his  commandf 
the  formation  of  the  troops  must  necessarily  be  modified.  They 
are  therefore  to  be  formed  into  three  brigades;  the  first,  vndcar 
general  Macomb,  consisting  of  his  present  command,  with  the 
addition  of  colonel  M.  Smith's  consolidated  regiment ;  second 
and  thinly'  under  the  command  of  brigadier-general  Smith  and 
Bissell,  consisting  of  the  troops  already  consigned  to  theai. 
The  order  of  march  and  battle  will  be  furnished  the  brigadier- 
generals,  and  commanding  officers  of  regiments,  by  the-adjo^ 
tant-gcneral. 

'  The  transport  permit  will  be  immediately  returned-  for,  and 
distributed  by^  regiments. 

""  On  themareh,  when  approaching  the  enemy,  or  during. an 
action,  the  men  are  to  bo  profoundly  silent,  and  will  reso^ 
Intely  execute  the  commands  they  may  receive  from  the  officers* 
^n  every  movement  which  may  be  made,  the  ranks  are  to  be 
unbroken,  and  there  must  be  no  running  forward  or  shouting, 
j^o  officer  will  be  posted  on  the  right  of  each  platoon,  and  a 
tried  Serjeant  will  form  a  supernumerary  rank,  and  will  instantly- 
put  to  death  any  man  who  goes  back.  This  formation  is  to  take 
place  by  regiments  and  brigades,  in  the  course  of  the  day^ 
when  the  officers  are  to  be  posted. 

Let  every  one  perfectly  understand  his  place ;  and  let  all 
bear  in  mind  what-  they  owe  to  their  own  honor  and  to  a  be- 
loved count^ry,  contending .  for  its  rights,  and  its  verjfinde* 
pendence  as  a  nation. 

. .  The  olBcers.must  be  careful  that.the.  m^n  do  not  throw,  away 
tlieir  ammumtion :.  ope  deliberate  shot  being  worth  half  a  dozen 
hurried  ones ;  and  they  are  to  give  to  the  troops  the  example 
of  courage  in  every  exig^n^y  Whieh  ntay  happen. 

In  battle,  there  must  be  no  contest  for  rank  or  station,  but 

every  corps  must  march  promptly  and  directly  to  the  spot, 

which  it' may  b^  directed  to  occupy.     The  troops  will  be  under 

arm%  at  reveillee  to-morrow  morning,  and  will  be  ready  to 

'march  at  a  moment's  warning.     All  orders  from  the  adjntaiit 

.'and  inspector-generars  department;  from  captain   Rees,   as^ 

sistant-deputy-quarter-mastcr-general  {    and   major   Liisb  and 

'captain  Nourse,  extra aides'de  caViip'tb  jgeiieral  Wilkinson,  witi 

"be  respected  as  coming  from  the  commanding  general  liimseTf. 

;    Slipied)  by:  order,  W..  CVMM1N6&  adjutant-cen. 
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No.   19. 

i 

From  lieutenant^colonel  WiUiamt  to  iir  G.  PrevoH* 

1 

Sir,  La  Co1e,-March  13,  1814. 

I  beg  leare  to  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  jnst  receiredl  fro9k 
viajor  Handcock.,  of  tho  13th  regiment,  commanding  at  the 
block-honse  on  J^  Colle  riTer,  a  report,  stating  that  the 
out-posts  on  the  roads  from  BortonTille  and  La  Colle,  milly 
leading  from  OdelUtown,  were  attacked  at  an  early  hour 
yesterday  morning  by  the  enemy  in  great  force,  collected 
from  Plattsburg  anci  Burlington,  under  the  command  of  major« 
general  Wilkinson.  The  attack  on  the  Burtonville  road  was 
seen  o?er,  when  the  enemy  showed  themselTcs  on  the  road^ 
from  the  mill  that  leads  direct  to'  Odell.town,  where  they  drore 
in  a  piquet  stationed  in  advance  of  La  Colie^  about  a  mile  and 
a  half  distant ;  and  f  oon  after  the  enemy  established  a  battery 
of  three  guns  (l^  pounders)  in  the  wood.  With  this  artillerj' 
they  began  to  fire  on  the  mill,  when  major  Handcock,  hearing 
of  the  arrival  of  the  flank  companies  of  the  13th  regimoit  at 
the  biock^house,  ordered  an  attack  on  the  guns ;  which,  how- 
ever, was  not  successful,  from  the  wood  being  so  thick  and  so' 
filled  with  men.  Soon  after,  another  opportunity  presented 
itself,  when  the  Canadian  grenadier  company,  and  a  company, 
of  the  voltigeurs,  attempted  the  guns ;  but  the  very  great  supe-' 
riority  of  the  enemy's  numbers,  hid  in  the  woods,  prevented 
their  taking  them. 

I  have  to  regret  the  loss  of  many  brave  and  good  soldiers  in 
these  two  attacks,  and  am  particularly  sorry  to  lose  the  service, 
for  a  short  tinu,  of  captain  £llard,  of  the  Idth  regiment, 
from  being  wounded,  while  gallantly  leading  his  company. 
The  enemy  withdrew  their  artillery  towards  night-fall,  and 
retired,  towards  morning,  from  the  mill,  taking  the  road  to 
Odell.town. 

Major  Handcock  speaks  in  high  terms  of  obligation  to 
captain  Ritter,  of  the  frontier  light  infantry,  who,  from  his 
knowledge  of  the  country,  was  of  great  benefit.  The  marine 
detachment,  under  lieutenants  Caldwell  and  Barton,  the 
Canadian  grenadier  company,  and  the  company  of  voltigeuirs, 
as  well  as  ail  the  troops  jemployed :  the  major  eipresses  himselC 
In  high  terms  of  praise  for, their  conduct,  so  honorable  tO; 
the  service. 

Majo»>  Handcock  feels  exceedingly  indebted  to  captain^ 
Pring,  R.  N.  for  his  ready  and  prompt  assistance,  in  mooring, 
up  the  sloop  and  irun- boats  from  Isle  au  Noix,  to  the  entrance 
of  the  Xa  Gol)e  river,  th^  fire  Crom  which  was  so.,  diestrnctive* 


4M  APPENDIX. 

lieatenanU  Caswick  and  Hicks,  of  the  royal^ayy,  were  most 
tetively  zealoas  in  forwarding  two  gum  from  the  boats,  and 
getting  them  up  to  the  mill. 

To.major  Uandcpck  the  greatest  praise  is  due,  for  hts'most 

iailant  defence  of  the  mill  against  such  superior  numbers ;  and 
earnestly  trnst  it  iHII  meet  the  approbation  of  his  ezcetlencj 
Ae  commander  in  chief  of  the  forces.  I  hare  the  honor  to 
transmit  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  British :  that 
6f  the  enemyi  from  all  accounts  I  can  collect  from  the 
kiluiibitants,  must  have  been  far  greater. 

I  have  the  hon6r  io  be,  kc. 

WILLIAM  WILLIAMS, 
lieut— col.  1  Sth  regiment, 
commanding  at  St«  John's. 

list  of  killed^  ivoaoded,  and.missiDg,  iii  action  at  La  CoUe  mill^  ou  the 

30th  of  March,  1814. 

iMgrenadien;^'^  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  captain,  1  subaltern,  1 
serjefmr,  31  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  rank  and  file,  missing. 

ISM  Rght  infantry; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  segeaot,  8  rank  and 
file,  wounded ;  1  reiik  and  file,  missing. 

Idth,  captain  Blake  s  company  I'^l  rank  and  file,  kilted. 
•  Ctmadian  grenadiers; — i  rank  and  file,  killed;   3  rank  and  file, 
wounded ;  S  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Canadian  voltigeun;'^!  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Total-— 11  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  capuio,  1  subaltern,  1  Serjeant,  4$ 
rknk  and  file,  wounded ;  4  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Officers  wounded. 

S$th  regiment ;— Captain  Ellard ;  ensign  Whitford,  slightly. 
Note-*l  Indian  warrior  killed,  1  wounded. 

R.  B.  HANDCOCKy  major. 


<r###i#«^«##«###^ 


No.  20. 

Jfirom  lieuteuanimgeneral  DrumvMnd  io  Sir  George  Pr(Svost 

H.M.S,  Prince  Regent,  Lake  Ontario, 
Sift,  off  Oswego,  Maj  7,  1814. 

I  am  hapfiry  to  have  to  announce  to  your  excellency  the 
•omplete  success  of  the  expedition  against  Oswego.  The 
troops  mentioned  in  my  despatch  of  the  9d  instant ;  vfai.  six 
companies  of  De  WatteTille'i  regiment,  under  lieutenant- 
ootonel  Fischer,  the  light  company  of  the  Glengarry  tight 
infantry,  under  captain  McMillan,  and  die  whole  of  the  second 
battalion  royal  marines,  under  lieutenant-colonel  MaMlm, 
liaving  been  embarked  with  a^etadiment  of  the  rd}FalartlUery^ 
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tttiiler  aapUin  Cruttenden,  with  two  fieId.|Heces^  a  deUdimcnt 
of  the  rocket  Gompany  under  lieutenant  SteTens,  mid  «  de- 
tachment  of  sappert  and  miners  under  lieutenant  Crosset)  of 
Ibo  royal  engineers,  on  the  evening  of  tiie  3d  inatant,  I  pro* 
teeded  on  board  the  Prince  Regent  at  day^l^ht  on  tke  4tb,  and 
the  squadron  immediately  sailed ;  the  wind  being  Tariable,  wt 
did  not  arrive  off  Oswego  until  noon  the  foilowkig  day.  The 
9hips  lay-to  within  long  gun-shot  of  the  battery,  and  the  guii* 
boats  under  captain  Collier  were  sent  close  in,  fov  the  purpose 
of  inducing  the  enemy  to  skew  his  fire,  and  particularly  tha 
number  and  position  of  his  guns.  This  service  was  performed 
In  the  most  gallant  manner,  the  boats  taking  a  position  within 
poinl-blank  shot  of  the  fort,  which  returned  the  fire  from  fouf 
guns,  one  of  them  heavy.  The  enemy  did  not  appear  to  have 
any  guns  mounted  on  the  town-side  of  the  river. 

liaving  sufliciently  reconnoitred  the  place,  arrangementa 
were  made  for  its  attack,  which  it  was  designed  should  take  placo^ 
mt  dght  o'clock  that  evening;  but  at  atin.set  a  iwy  heavy 
squall  blowing  directly  on  the  shore,  obliged  the  squadron  to 
get  under  weigh,  and  prevented  our  return  until  next  morning; 
ivhen  the  foUo^^lng  disposition  was  made  of  the  troops  and 
squadron  by  commodore  sir  J.  Yeo  and  myself.  The  Prioeesa 
Charlotte,  Wolfe,*  and  Royal  George,  f  to  engage  the  batte« 
lies,  as  close  as  the  depth  of  water  would  addnit  of  their  np^ 
proachtng  the  shore;  the  l^r  Sidney  Smith  j;  schooner,  to  seont 
the  town,  and  keep  in  check  a  large  body  of  militia,  who  might 
attempt  to  pass  over  into  the  fort ;  the  Molra^  and  Melvlllel 
brigs,  to  tow  the  boats  with  the  troops,  and  then  cover  their 
landing,  by  scouring  the  woods  on  the  low  point  towards  the 
foot  of  the  hill,  by  which  it  was  intended  to  advance  to  tht 
assault  of  the  fort. 

Captain  O'Connor  had  the  direction  of  the  boats  and  gun- 
boats destined  to  land  tiie  troops,  which  consisted  of  the  lank 
companies  of  De  Watteville's  regiment,  the  company  of  the 
Glengarry  light  infantry,  and  the  second  battalion  of  the  royal 
marines,  being  all  that  could  be  landed  at  one  embarkation. 
The  four  battalion  companies  of  the  regiment  of  De  WattevilleL 
and  the  detachment  of  artillery  remaining  in  reserve  on  board 
the  Princess  Charlotte  and  Sir  Sidney  Smith  schooner^ 

As  soon  as  every  thing  was  ready,  the  ships  opened  their  fire^ 
and  the  boats  pushed  for  the  point  of  disembarkation,  in  the 
most  regular  order.  The  landing  was  effected  under  a  heavy 
fire  from  the  fort,  as  well  as  from  a  considerable  body  of  the 
enemy,  drawn  up  on  the  brow  of  the  hill  and  in  the  woods. 
The  immediate  command  of  the  troops  was  entrusted  to  lleute* 

«  Montreal.       t  Niagara,    ^  |  HhI^U       S  ^M^^*       %  9^^ 
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nanUcolodel  Fischer,  of  the  regiment  of  De  Watterille,'  of 
whoie  gallant,  cool,  and  judicious  conduct,  as  well  as  of  the 
^tinguished  bravery,  steadiness,  and  discipline  of  everj  officer 
andi  sdldier  composing  this  small  force,  I  was  a  witness,  having, 
ir.ith  commodore  sir  James  Yeo,  the  depiuty-adjutant- general, 
iod^tbe  officers  of  my  staff,  landed  with  the  troops. 
^  .I.refer  your  excellency  to  lieutenant-colonel  Fischer's  letter 
enclosed,  for  an  account  of  the  operations.  The  place  was 
gained  in  ten  minutes  from  the  moment  the  troops  advanced. 
The  fort  being  every  where  almost  open,  the  whole  of  the  gar- 
risooy  consisting  of  the  third  battalion  of  artillery,  about  400 
atrong,.  and  some  hundred  militia, .  effected  their  escape,- with 
the. exception  of  about  60  men,  half  of  them  severely  Wonnded. 
L  I  enclose  a  return  of  our  loss,  amongst  which  I  have  to 
regret  that  of  captain  Ualtaway,  of  the  royal  marines.  Your 
excellency  will  lament  to  observe  in  the  list  the  name  of  that 
gallant,  judicious,  and  excellent  officer,  captain  Mnlcaster,  of 
the  J  royal  navy,  who  landed  at  the  head  of  200  volunteer 
aeamen  from  the  fleet,  and  received  a  severe  and  dangerous 
wmind,  when  within  a  few  yards  of  the  guns,  which  he  was 
advancing  to  storm,  which  I  fear  will  deprive  the  squadron  of 
kls  ^valuable  assistance  for  some  time  at  least.  ■       -* 

^ .  In  noticing  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  bcanch  of  the  ser.; 
w\c0ii  I  have  the  highest  satisfaction  in  assuring  your  efxcellency^ 
tbat>I  have  throughout  this,  as  well  as  on  every  other  ocearion, 
experienced  the  most  zealous,  cordial,  and  able  support  from 
sir  Jlames  Yeo.  It  will  be  for  him  to  do  justice  to  the  merits 
of  those  under  his  command ;  but  I  may  nevertheless  be  per- 
■iitted  to  observe,  that  nothing  could  exceed  the  coolness  and 
gallantry,  in. action,. or  the  unwearied  exertions  on  shore,  of  the 
captains,  officers,  and  crews  of  the  whole  squadron. 
^r  I  enclose  a  memorandum  of  the  captured  articles  that  have 
been  brought  away,  in  which  your  excellency  will  perceive  with 
fitisCsction  seven  heavy  guns,  that  were  intended  for  the  enemy's 
ntm  Mp.  Three  32- pounders  were  sunk' by  the  enemy  in  the 
isviar,  as  well  as  a  large  quantity  of  cordage,  and  other  naval 
•lores.  The  loss  to  them,  therefore,  has  b^  very  great;  and 
I.  ant  sanguine  in  believing  that  by  this  blow,  they  have  been 
deprived  of  the  means  of  completing  the  armament,  and  par- 
ticularly the  equipment,  of  the  large  man  of  war,  an  object  of  the 
greatest  importance. 

Every  object  of  the  expedition  having  been  effected,  and  the 
captnred  stores  embarkcxl,  the  troops  returned  in:  the  most 
perbct  order  on  board  their  respective  ships,  at  four  o'clock 
this  morning,  when  the  squadron  immediately  sailed,-. the  bar- 
racks in  the  town,  as  well  as  those  in  the  fort,  having  been 
prthrioiisly  •  burnt,  together  with  the  platforms,  bridge,  &c. 
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and  the  works  in  erery  other  respect  dismantled  and  destroyed, 
as  far  as  was  practicable. 

I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  offering  to  your  exceU 
lency's  notice  the  admirable  and  judicious  manner  in  which 
lieutenant. colonel  Fischer  formed  the  troops,  and  led  them  to 
the  attack ;  the  cool  and  gallant  conduct  of  lieutenant-colonel 
Malcolm,  at  the  head  of  the  second  -battalion  royal  marines ; 
the  intrepidity  of  captain  De  Bersey,  of  the  regiment  De 
Watteville,  whet  commanded  the  advance ;  the  zeal  and  energy 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Pearson,  inspecting  field-officer,,  who, 
with  major  Smelt,  of  the  103d  regiment,  had  obtained  a  passage 
on  board  the  squadron  to  Niagara,  and  volunteered  their  ser* 
▼ices -on  the  occasion;  the  gallantry  of  captain  McMillan,  of 
the  Glengarry  light  infantry,  who  covered  the  left  flank  of  the 
troops  in  the  advance;  and  the  activity  and  judgment  of  captain 
Cruttendep,  royal  artillery ;  brevet-major  De  Courten,  of  the 
regiment  De  Wat(eville;  lieutenant  Stevens,  of  the  rocket  com. 
pauy ;  lieutenant  Cosset,  royal  engineers ;  each  in  their  respcc. 
tive  situations. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Malcolm  has  reported  in  high  terms  the 
conduct  of  lieutenant  Liawrie,  of  the  royal  marines,  who  was 
at  the  head  of  the  first  men  who  entered  tho  fort ;  and  I  had  an 
opportunity  of  witnessing  the  bravery  of  lieutenant  Hewett,  of 
that  corps,  who  climbed  the  flag-staff,  and  pulled  down  the 
American  ensign  which  was  nailed  to  it  To  lieutenant*colonel 
Harvey,  deputy-adjutant-general,  my  warmest  approbation  is 
most  justly  due,  for  his  unremitting  zeal  and  useful  assistance* 
The  services  of  this  intelligent  and  ezperienced  officer  have  been 
so  frequently  brought  under  your  excellency's  .  observation 
before,  that  it  would  lie  superfluous  my  making  any  comment 
on  the  high  estimation  in  which  I  hold  his  valuable  exertions^ 

Captain  Jervois^  my  aide  de  camp,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Hagermane,  my  provincial  aide  de  camp,  the  only  officers  of 
my  ■■  personal  staff  who  accompanied  me^  rendered  me  every 
assistance. 

Captain  Jervpis,  who  will  deliver  to  your  excellency,  with 
this  despatch,  the  American  flag  taken  at  Oswego,  is  fully  able 
to  afford  every  further  information  you  may  require;  and  I 
avail  myself  of  the  present  opportunity  strongly  to  recommend 
this  officer  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  his  royal  highness 
^e  commander  in  chief. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c* 

GORDON  DROMMOND. 
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No.  21. 

JVoM  lUutenanUcolonel  Fischer  to  lieutenant-colonel  Harvey. 

!!•  M.  S.  Prioce  Regent,  off  Oswego, 
S1R9  Lake  Ontario,  May  7. 

It  is  ¥iith  heartfelt  satifaction  that  I  have  the  honor  ija  report 
to  yon,  for  the  information  of  lieutenant-general  Drommovcl, 
commanding,  that  the  troops  placed  odder  my  orders  for  the 
pvrpoae  of  storming  the  fort  at  Osw^o,  hare  completelj 
iiacceeded  in  this  service. 

It  will  he  saperfluous  for  me  to  enter  into  anj  details  of  the 
operations,  as  the  lieutenant-general  has  personally  witnessed 
the  conduct  of  the  whole  party ;  and  the  grateful  task  only 
remains  to  point  out  for  his  approbation,  the  distinguished 
bravery  and  discipline  of  the  troops. 

The  second  battalion  of  royal  marines  formed  their  column 
in  the  most  regular  manner,  and,  by  their  steady  and  rapid 
judvanoe,  carried  the  fort  In  a  very  short  time.  In  fact,  nothing 
could  surpass  the  gallantry  of  that  battalion,  commanded  by 
liedtenant-colonel  Malcolm ;  to  whose  cool  and  deliberate 
conduct  our  success  Is  greatly  to  be  attributed. 

The  lieutenant-colonel  reported  to  me,  in  high  terms,  the 
conduct  of  lieutenant  James  Laurie,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
the  first  men  who  entered  the  fort.  The  two  flank  companies 
of  I>e  Watteville's,  under  captain  De  Bersey,  behaved  with 
lifrfrit,  though  labouring  with  more  difficulties  during  their 
formation,  on  account  of  I  he  badness  of  the  landing  place,  and 
the  more  direct  opposition  of  the  enemy.  The  company  of 
Gkagarry  light  infantry,  under  captain  McMillan,  bdiaved  In 
as  equally  distinquished  manner,  by  clearing  the  wood,  and 
driving  the  enemy  into  the  fort.  1  beg  leave  to  make  my 
personal  acknowledgements  to  staff-adjutant  Greig,  and  lien* 
tenant  and  adjutant  Mermet,  of  De  Watteville's,  for  thdr  zeal 
Imd  attention  to  me  during  the  day's  service.  Nor  can  I 
forbear  to  mention  the  regular  behavior  of  the  whole  of  the 
ir0ops  during  their  stay  on  shore,  and  the  most  perfect  order 
la  which  the  re-embarkation  of  the  troops  has  been  executed^ 
BBd  every  service  performed. 

I  Qsclose  herewith  the  return  of  killed  and  wounded^  as  sent 
to  me  by  the  different  corps. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

V.  FISCHER, 
lient.-col.  De  Watteville's  regiment. 
Lieut—col.  Harvey, 

^pnty-adjuaat-geoeraly 
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Retarn  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  troops  in  action  with  the  enemy 

at  Oswego,  on  the  6th  of  Majr,  1814. 

ltd  bait,  roya/martnes;— 1  captain,  S  Serjeants,  4  rank  and  file,  killed, 
De  fFaitevUl^ireguMmt;^}  drnromerj  7  rank  and  file,  killed. 
Ud  battalion  royal  marines; — 1  Serjeant,  33  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
De  Watteville*s  regiment  s — 1  captain,  1  subaltern,  1  Serjeant,  17 
Tank  and  file,  wounded. 

Glengarry  fencihkiy-^^  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
^  Total— 1  captain,  8  seijeants,  1  drummer,  15  rank  and  file,  killed;  1 
captain,  1  subaltern,  %  8eijeantS|58  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Officers  killed. 
%d  battmiion  rcyul  martnet;— Captain  William  Holtaway. 

Officers  wounded*  . 
X)e  Wattevill^s  r^iinen^ ;— Captain  Lendergrew,  se?erel/;  lieute. 
nant  Victor  May,  dangerously  (since  dead). 

J.  HARVEY, 
Heat-col.  dep..adj.»geD. 

Return  of  the  killed  and  wopiided  of  the  royal  navy  at  Oswego,  May  6, 
3  seamen,  killed ;  ^  captains,  1  lieutenant,  1  master,  7  seamen, 
wounded. 

Total — 3  killed;  11  wounded. 

Officers  wounded. 
-Captain  Muleaster,  dangerously;  captain  Popham,  lieutenant  Griffin, 
lererely;  Mr.  Richardson,  master,  arm  amputated. 

J.  i.AWRIE,  sec. 

No.  22. 

His  majesty's  brig  Magnet,  (late  Sir  Sidney  Smith.) 
Off  Oswego,  U.  S.  May  7. 

Return  of  ordnamce  and  ordntmce^toreij  taken  mtdf  destroyed 
at  Oswego  f  Lake'-Ontarioj  the  6ih  May^  1814,  hyhis  ma* 
jesty^s  troops  under  the  command  of  lieut.mgen.  Drummond^ 

Taken ;— 3  38-pounder  iron  guns,  4  S4- pounder  iron  guns,    l   13^ 

pounder  iron  gun,  1  6«pounder  iron  gun.— -Total  9. 
Deslrcyed;^!  heavr  12*poiinder,  1  heavy  6'poonder. — Total  3. 
Shot ;— 81  49*pouiiaer,  round ;  39  dS*pounder,  round ;  36  49-pounder, 

canister ;  43  39*  pounder,  canister ;  30  34-pounder,  canister ;  19  4Z* 

pounder,  grape ;  48  33-pounder,  grape;  18  94*pounder,  grape, 
^ighc  barrels  of  gunpowder,  and  all  the  shot  of  small  caliber  in  th« 

fort,  and  stores,  thrown  into  the  river. 

EDWARD  CRUTTENDEN,  captain^ 

commanding  royal  artillerj. 
E.  BAYNES,  adjatant-general. 

Memorandum  of  provisions  stores,  &c.  captured. 
One  thousand .  and  forty-five  barrels  of  flour,  purk,'  potatoes,  salt, 
tallow,  &c.  &c.  70  coils  of  rope  and  cordage ;  tar,  blocks,  (large  and 
itaall;}  9  small  schooners^  with  several  boats,  and  other  smaller  craft. 

NOAH  FREER,  miU  Smu 


4t8  ilI9ENDlX. 

No.  23. 

1 

From  sir  Jamts  h.  Yeo  to  Mr.  Croker, 

Mj  letter  of  the  15th  April  last  will  haye  informed  their 
lordihips.  that  his  majesty's  ships,  Prince  Regent  and  Princess 
Charlotte,  were  launched  on  the  preceding,  day.  I  npw  ha? c^ 
the  satisfaction  to  acquaint  you,  for  their  lordships'  informa- 
tion, that  the  squadron,  by  the  unremitting  exertions  of  the 
officers  and  men  under  my  command,  were  ready  on  the  Sd 
instant,  when  it  was  determined  by  lieutenant.generlll  Drum, 
mond  and  myself,  that  an  immediate  attack  should  be  made  on 
the  forts  and  town  of  Oswego :  which,  in  point  of  position, 
it  the  most  formidable  I  have  seen  in  Upper  Canada ;  and  where 
the  en^my  had,  by  ri? er  navigation,  collected  from  the  interior 
iereral  heavy  guns,  and  naval  scores  for  the  ships,  and  large 
depdts  of  proTisions  for  their  army. 

At  noon^  on  the  6th,  we  got  off  the  port,  and  were  on  the 
point  of  landing,  when  a  heavy  gale  from  the  N.  W.  obliged  me 
to  gain  an  ofiing.     On   the  morning  of  the  6th,  CTCry.  thing 
being  ready,  140  troops,  200  seamen,  armed  with  pikes,  under 
captain  Mulcaster,  and  400  marines,  were  put  into  the  boats. 
The  Montreal  and  Niagara  took  their  stations  a^brcast,  and 
within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  tlie  fort ;  the  Magnet,  opposite 
the  town ;  and  the  Star  and  Char  well,  to  cover  the  landing, 
which  was  effected  under  a  most  heavy  fire  of  round,  grape,  and 
musketry,  kept  up  with   great  spirit.     Our   men  having  to 
ascend  arery  steep  and  long  hill,  were  consequently  exposed  to 
ft  destructive  fire.     Their  gallantry  overcoming  every  difficulty, 
tiiey  soon  gained  the  summit  of  the  hill ;  and,  throwing  them. 
selves  into  the  foss^,  mounted  the  ramparts  on  all  sides,  T^iiig 
with  each  other  who  should  he  foremost.     Lieutenant  Laurie, 
my  secretary,  was  the  first  who  gained  the  ramparts;  and 
lieatcnant  Hewitt  climbed  the  flag.s(aff  under  a  heavy  fire,  -and 
in  the  most  gallant  style  struck  the  American  colours,  which  had 
been  nailed  to  the  mast.   My  gallant  and  much-esteemed  friend, 
eaptain  Mulcaster,  led   the  seamen  to  the    assault   with    his 
accustomed  bravery ;  but,  I  lament  to  say,  he  received  a  danger, 
ous  wound  in  the  act  of  entering  the  fort,  which  I  apprehend 
will,  for  a  considerable  time,  deprive  me  of  his  valuable  services. 
Mr.  Scott,   my  first*  lieu  tenant,  who  was  next  in  command, 
nobly  led  them  on,   and  soon   gained  the  ramparts.     Captain 
O^Coonor,  of  the  Prince  Regent,   to  whom  1  entrusted   the 
landing  of  the  troops,  displayed  great  ability  and  cool  judg* 
meat:  the  inrnts  boing  under  a  heavy  fire  from  all  points. 
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-  Captaia  Popham,  of  <he  Montreal,  anchored  hU  ship  in,  a 
most  gallant  -style,  sustaining  the  whole  £re  until  we  gained  the 
shore.  She  wa«  set  on  (ire  three  times  by  red  hot  shot,  and 
BDoch  ctttup  in  her  hall,  masts,  and  rigging;  captain  Popbam 
received  a  severe  wound  in  his  right  hand,  and  speaks  in  high 
terms  of  Mr.  Richardson,  the  master,  who,  from  a  sever^ 
wound  in  the  left  arm,  was  obliged  to  nndergo  ampntatioit  at 
the  shoulder- joint. 

Captain  Spilsbury,  of  the  Niagara;  captain.  Dobbs,. of  tba 
Charwell;  captain  Anthony,  of  the  Star;  and  captain  Collier, 
in  the  Magnet,  behaved  much  to  my  satisfaction.  The  second 
battalion  of  royal  marines  excited  the  admiration  of  all ;  they 
yrere  led  hy  tbegaliant  colonel  Malcolm,  and  suffered  severely. 
Captain  Uollaway,  doing  duty  in  the  Princess  Charlotte,  gaJ* 
lantly  fell  at  the  head  of  his  company.  Having  landed  with  the 
seamen  and  marines,  ihad  great  pleasure  in  witnessing,  not  only 
the  zeal  and  prompt  attention  of  the  officers  to  my  orders,  but 
also  the  intrepid  bravery  of  the  men,  whose  good  and  temperate 
conduct  under  circumstances  of  great  temptation,  (being  a  whole 
night  in  the  town,  employed  loading  the  captured  vessels,  with 
ordnance,  .naval  stores,  and  provisions,)  most  justly  claim  my 
high  approbation  and  acknowledgment.  And  I  here  b^  leave 
to  recommend  to  their  lordships'  notice  the  service  of  all ;  of 
my. first-lieu tenant,  Mr.  Scott ;  and  of  my  aide  de  camp,  acting 
lieutenant  Yeo,  to  whom  I  beg  leave  to  refer  their  lordships 
for.tnformation  ;  nor  should  the  roeritorions  eiertionsof  act^ 
ing  lieutenant  Griffin,  severely  wonnded  in  the  arm,  or  Mr* 
Brown,  both  of  whom  were  attached  to  the  storming  party, 'b# 
omitted.  It  is  a  great  source  of  satisfaction  to  roe  to  acquaint 
their  lordships,  that  I  have  on  this,  and  in  all  other  occasions/ 
received  from  lieutenant  Dnunnbnd  that  support  and  attention^ 
wUch  nevfer  fail  in  securing  perfect  cordiality  between  theJtwo 
services;  - .  . .    ; 

I  herewith  transmit  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  and 
of  the  ordnance,  naval  stores,  and  provisions,  captured  and 
*dBitroy«dyby  the  combined  attack  on  the  j^th.inslaot.  .    . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  .   — ^  ...   j 
JAMES  LUCAS  YEO, 
*  Commodore  and  commander  ia  chief. 
J.  W.  Croker,  esq.  &c. 

A  list  of  officers  and  seamen,  of  his  nmjestjr's  fleet  on  Lake-Ontario, 
killed  and  ivourided  at  Oswego  on  the  6th  Alay,  1814. 

..Three  spnmen,  killed ;  2  captains,  1  lieutenant,  1  master,  7  seamen, 
wounded. 
.Total— 3  killed,  11  wounded. 


W         W   i     9     .    ^0         •».•'  ■«#         * 


'  A  ttat«iiient  of  ordnance,  and  nnval  ftores  wad  proirisions^  tirouglit 
off  sad  destroyed,  in  a  combined  attack  of  the  Ma  and  land  forces 
on  the  town  and  fort  of  Oswegp,  on  the  6th  may,  1&14. 

Ordnance  ttora  brougki  qfi^^thtee  long  S2-pounder  guns ;  fbar  long 

d4»poiiiider8. 
.   A  quantity  of  various  kiiidi  of  Ordnance  stores. 
Ifarai  itoret  and  nrovUions;  3  schooners;  800  barrels  of  floor,  l»00 
barrels  of  pork,  600  barrels  of  salt,  500  barrels  of  bread. 
A  quantity  of  large  rope. 
Dei<fY>^;— ^Thre(e  long  ^i^ponnder  guns,  one  long  IS-poander  gun, 
two  long  6rp0Bnder  guns; 
One  schooner,  and  all  barracks  and  other  pablic  buildinga* 

J.  I^  YEO, 
CiHnmodore  and  eomiminder  in  chief. 

No.  24, 

Jmerican  general  order. 

Head  quarters^  SackeCt'i  Harbor, 
Maifld,  1814. 
Major.general  Browo  hae  the  satisfaction  to  annoiince  to  the 
forces  under  his  command^  that  the  detachments  stationed  at 
Oswego,  under  the  iromodiate  orders  of  iieatenant-eolond 
Mitchell,  of  the  third  artillery,  by  their  gallant  and  highly  milU 
tary  conduct,  in  sustaining  the  fire  of  the  wbole  British  fleet  of 
this  lake  for  nearly  two  days,  and  contending  with  the  Tsstly 
taperior  nnmbers  of  the  enemy  on  the  land,  as  long  as  the  inw 
terest  of  the  country,  or  the  honor  of  their  profession,  required ; 
and  tben^  effecting  their  retreat  in  good  order,  in  the  face  of  this 
saperior  force  of  the  enterprising  and  accomplished  foe,  to  the 
dep6t  of  naval  stores^  which  it  became  their  dnty  to  deted, 
have  established  for  theniseWes  a  name  in  arms,  worthy  of  the 
gallant  nation  in  whose  cause  they  fight,  and  highly  honorable 
loi  the  army.  Lieutenant-colonel  Mitchell  had,  in  all,  less  than 
300  men  ;  and  the  foree  of  the  enemy^  by  land  and  water,  ex« 
coedcd  3000.  R.  JONES,  assist^dji-gen. 

No.  25. 

American  general  order. 

Adjutant-general's  office,  left  dWision* 
July  2,  1814- 
Major.general  Brown  has  the  satisfaction  to  announce  to  the 
troops  of  his  division  on  this  frontier,  that  he  is  authorized  by 
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the  oiilers  of  fait  gOTeromcnt  to  put  them  bi  itootion  agiunst  the 
enemy.  The  first  and  second  brigades,  with  the  corps  of  artil«- 
lerj,  will  cross  the  strait  before  them  this  night,  or  as  early 
to-morrow  as  possible.  The  necessary  instractions  hare  bees 
giTen  to  the  brigadiers,  and  by  them  to  the  commanding  officers? 
of  regiments  and  corps* 

Upon  entering  Canada,  the  laws  of  war  will  govern ;  men 
fbnnd  in  arms,  or  otherwise  engaged  in  tho  service  of  the  enemy, 
will  be  treated  as  enemies ;  those  behaving  peaceably,  and  foU 
towing  their  private  occupations,  will  be  treated  as  friends. 
Private  property,  in  all  cases,  will  be  held  sacred ;  public  pro- 
pcrty,  whenever  found)  will  be  seized  and  disposed  of  by  the 
commanding  general.  Oar  utmost  protection  will  be  given  to 
all  who  actually  join,  or  who  evince  a  desire,  to  join  us. 

Plundering  is  prohibited.  The  major-general  does  not  appro* 
hend  any  difficulty  on  this  account,  with  the  regular  army  and 
Tolunteers,  who  press  to  the  standard  of  their  country  to 
avenge  her  wrongs,  and  to  gain  a  name  in  arms.  Profligate  men, 
who  follow  the  army  for  plunder,  must  not  expect  that  they, 
will  escape  the  vengeance  of  the  gallant  spirits  who  are  strug- 
gling to  exalt  the  national  character.  Any  plunderer  shall  be 
punished  with  death  who  may  be  found  riolating  tlus  order* 

By  order  of  the  major-general. 

*  C.  K.  GARDNER,  adjt.geni 

No.  26. 

JProjft  mqJor»gener(d  Riall  to  lieutenanUgenMr  G.  Drummond* 

Sia,  Chippeway,  July  6. 

.  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  the  enemy  effected  a 
landing  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  instant  at  the  ferry,  opposite 
Black  Rock,  having  driven  in  the  piquet  of  the  garrison  of  FortL^ 
Erie.  I  was  made  acquainted  with  the  circumstance  about  eight 
in  the  morning,  and  gave  orders  for  the  immediate  advance 
to  Chippeway  of  fire  companies  of  the  royal  Scots,  under 
lieu  tenant-colonel  Gordon,  to  reinforce  the  garrison  of  that 
place.  Lieutenant-colonel  Pearson  had  moved  forward  frou 
thence  with  the  light  companies  of  the  100th,  some  militia,  and 
a  few  Indians,  to  reconnoitre  their  position  and  nnmliers^ 
he  found  them  posted  on  the  ridge  parallel  with  the  river,  near 
the  ferry,  and  in  strong  force.  1  received  instructions  from 
major  Buck,  that  they  had  also  landed  a  considerable  ibrce 
above  Fort-Erie.  In  consequence  of  'the  king's  regiment, 
wiii^h  I  Jiad  every  reason  to  expect  the  day  before  from  Yonk^ 
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Itdt  haTlog  arrif  ed,  I  was  prerented  from  making  an  attack  that 
nifbt 

The  following  morning,  the  4tb,  a  body  of  their  troops  were 
reported  to  be  ad?ancing  by  the  river ;.  I  mofed  to  reconnoi-. 
tre^  and  found  them  to  be  in  considerable  force,  with  cavalry 
and  artillery,  and  a  large  body  of  riflemen.  Lietenant-colonel 
Pearson  was  in  advance  during  this  reconnoisance  with  the  light 
company  of  the  ^oyal  Scots,  and  the  flank  company  pf  the 
100th,  and«  few  of  the  19th  light  dragoons,  four  of  whom,- 
and  eight  horses,  were  wounded  in  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy's 
riflemen. 

Having  been  joined  by  the  king's  regiment  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  I  made  my  dispositions  for  attack  at  four  oclock  in 
the  afternoon.-  The  light  companies  of  the  royal  Scots,  and 
100th  regiment,  with  the  second  Lincoln  militia,  formed  the 
ildvance  under  lien  tenant-colonel  Pearson.  The  Indian  warriors 
were,  throughout,  on  our  right  flank  in  the  woods.  The  troopi 
moved  in  three  columns,  the  third  (the  king's  regiment)  being 
in  advance.  The  enemy  had  taken  up  a  position  with  his  richt 
resting  on  some  buildings  and  orchards,  close  on  the  river  Nta* 
gara,  and  strongly  supported  by  artillery;  his  left  towards  the 
wood,  having  a  consklarible  body  of  riflemen  and  Indians  in 
front  of  it. 

Our  Indians  and  militia  were  shortly  engaged  with  the  ene- 
my's riflemen  and  Indians,  who  at  first  checked  their  adrance ; 
but  the  light  troops  being  brought  to  their  support,  they  suc- 
ceeded, after  a  sharp  contest,  in  dislodging  them,  in  a  very 
handsome  style.  I  placed  two  light  24- pounders,  and  5^inch 
howitzer,  against  the  right  of  the  enemy's  position,  and  formed 
the  royal  Scots  and  lOCth  regiment,  with  the  intention  of  mak- 
ing a  movement  upon  his  left,  which  deployed  with  the  greatest 
regularity,  and  opened  a  very  heavy  fire.  1  immediately  moved  up 
the  king's  regiment  to  the  right,  while  the  royal  Scots  and  lOOth 
regiment  were  directed  to  charge  the  enemy  in  front,  lor  which' 
they  advanced  with  the  greatest  gallantry,  under  a  most  destrac* 
tive  fire.  I  am  sorry  to  say,  however,  in  tiiis  attempt  they, 
snifered  so  severely,  that  1  was  obliged  to  withdraw  them,  fimW 
ing  their  further  efi*orts  against  the  superior  numbers  of  the 
enemy  would  be  unavailing.— Lifutcnant-colonel  Gordon,  and 
Ueutenant-colonel  the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  commanding  these 
i^egiments,  being  wounded,  as  were  most  of  the  officers  belong- 
ing to  each.  1  directed  a  retreat  to  be  made  upon  Cippeway, 
which  was  conducted  with  good  order  and  regularity,  covered 
by  the  king's  regiment,  under  major  Evans,  and  the  light  troops 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Pearson  ;  and  I  have  pleasure  in  say 
ing, 'that  not  a  single  prisoner  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands, 
except  those  who  were  disabled  from  wounds.  /From  the  report 
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bf  some  prisoners,  we  hare  made  the  enemy's  force  to  amount 
to  about  6000  men,  with  -^  Very  numerous  train  of  artillery, 
baring  been  augmented  by  a  ?ery  large  body  of  troops,  which 
pored  down  from  Fort-Erie  immediately  before  the  commence- 
meht  of  the  action.  Dur  own  force,  in  regular  troops,  amounted 
to  about  1500,*  exclusive  of  the  militia  and  Indians,  of  which 
last  description  there  was  not  above  300.  Fort-£rie,  I  under, 
stand,  surrendered  upon  capitulation  on  the  3d  instant.  A1. 
though  this  affair  was  not'attended  with  the  success  which  I  had 
liopcd  for,  it  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  you  to  learn,  that  the 
oAcers  and  men  behared  with  the  greatest  gallantry.  I  am 
particularly  indebted  to  lieutenant-colonel  Pearson  for  therery^ 
great  assistance  I  have  received  from  him,  and  for  the  manner  ia' 
which  he  led  his  light  troops  into  the  action.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Gordon,  and  lieutenant-colonel  the  marquis  of  Tweedale,  and 
major  Evans,  commanding  the  king*s  regiment,  merit  my 
warmest  praise  for  the  good  example  they  shewed  at  the  head  of 
their  respective  regiments.  / 

The  artillery,  under  the  command  of  captain  Mackonochie, 
was  ably  served,  and  directed  with  good  effect ;  and  I  am  pai;ti« 
cularly  obliged  to  major  Lisle,  of  the  19th  light  dragoons,;  for 
the  manner  in  which  he  covered  and  protected,  one  of  the  24- 
ponnders  which  had  b^en  disabled.  I  have  reason  to  be  highly 
satisfied  with  the  zeal,  activity,  and  intelligence,  of  captain 
Holland,  my  .aide,  de  camp,  Captain  Eliot,  deputy.assistant- 
quarter-master-genel^al ;  8taff*adjutant  Greig,  and  lieutenant 
Fox,  of  the  royal  Scots,  Who  acted  as  major  of  brigade  during 
the  absence  of  kbajor  Glegg,  at  Fort-George.  The  conduct  of 
lieutenant-colonel  Dixon,  of  the  2d  Lincoln  militia,  has  been 
most  exemplary;  and  1  am  very  much  indebted  to  him  for  it  on 
this,  as  well  as  on  other  occasions,  in  which  he  has  evinced  the 
greatest  zeal  for  his  majesty's  serrice.  The  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  of  this  ECgiment  has  also  been  highly  praise^ 
worthy.  Lieutenant  colonel  Pearson  has  reported  to  me,  in 
the  most  favourable  terms,  the  excellent  manner. in  which 
lientenant  Horton,  with  m  p^rt  of  the  19th  light  dragoonty 
observed  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  while  he  occupied  the  posi- 
tion he  took  on  his  first-landing,  and  during  his  advance  to  this 
pkce.  . 

I  have,  &c. 
P.  RIALL,  major.gen, 

•  let  royal  Scots,  500;  Ist  batt.  kiog*8»  480;  lOQth  reeimtot^  450  t 
with  oue  troop  of  the  19thpi{ht  dragooos,  and  a^  pcoportloo  of  royal 
artillery* 


TOL.  \t.  F  y 
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No.  27. 

Return  of  the  killed^  wounded^  and  missing^  of  the  tight 
division^  in  acUon  with  the  enemy^  in  advance  of  Chippcm 
watf^  July  5,  1814. 

Jiilled.-^RQf/nl  artilkri/  ;— 1  rank  and  (ile. 
.  1s^  or  royal  Scots; — 1  captain,  4  Serjeants,  53  rank  and  file. 
Sth,  or  king'i  regiment ; — 3  rank  and  file. 
tOOlh  regiment ;— 3  subalterns,  3  Serjeants,  64  rank  and  (ila. 
Militia  ;^Q  captains,  1  subaltern,  9  rank  and  file. 

Total  killed — 3  captains,  3  subalterns,  7  Serjeants,  135  rank  and  file. 

Wounded — General  staff  \^^1  captain. 
Royal  artillery  ; — i  rank  and  file. 
Itoyrd  artillery  drivers  ; — 1  subaltern. 

•  '19th  light  dragoons  ;-^l  Serjeant,  5  rank  and  file. 

Is/,  or  royal  Scots  i — 1  field-officer,  2  captains,  7  subalterns,  4  Ser- 
jeants, 191  rank  and  file. 

$th,  or  king*s  regiment  ;•— 1  subaltern,  1  serjeant,  92  rank  and  file. 

100th  regiment  i — 1  field-officer,   2  captains,   6  subalterns,  11  Ser- 
jeants, 114  rank  and  file. 

Militia; — I  field-officer,  3  subalterns,  1  seijeant,  11  rank  and  file. 
Total  wounded-«-3  field-officers,  5  captains,  18  subalterns,  18  Ser- 
jeants, 277  rank  and  file. 

Missing — Vstf  or  royal  Scots; — 30  rank  and  file. 
>  lOOtk  regiment ;— 1  subaltern, 
ikft/i^ia;— 1  Serjeant,  14  rank  and  file. 

Total  missing — 1  subaltern,  1  serjeant,  44  rank  and  file. 
Iiorses-»2  killed,  1  missing. — Total,  3. 

N.  B.  The  men  returned  missing,  are  supposed  to  be  killed  or  wounded. 

One  34  pounder  limber  blown  up  ;  2  tumbrils  damaged. 

EDWARD  BAYNES. 
Adjutant-general  North  America. 

Names  of  officers  killed   and  wounded. 

Killed'^lst  battalion^  royal  Sdots  ;— Captain  Bailey. 
tooth  regiment; — Lieutenant  Gibbon,  ensign  Ilea. 
Jfi/i^ia$— Captains  Rowe  and  Tomey,  lieutenant  M*Donnel. 

Wounded — General  s^/7^;— Captain  Holland,  aide  de  camp  to  major* 
general  Riall,  severely  (not  dangerously). 

'  Royal  artillery  drivers ;— Lieutenant  Jack,  slightly. 
1st  battalion^  royal  Scots i — Lieutenant-colonel  Gordon,  slightly; 
captains  Bird  and  Wilson,  severely,  and  prisoners  ;  lieutenant  W. 
Campbell,  severely ;  lieutenants  Fox,  Jackson,  and  Hendrick,  se- 
verely;  (not  dangerously;}  Lieutenant  McDonald,  slightly  ;  lieute- 
nant A.  Campbell,  severely  ;  lieutenant  Connel,  severely. 

•  8<A  regiment; ^Lieutenant  Boyd. 

100th  regiment ; — Lieutenant-colonel  the  marquis  of  Tweedale^  ie- 
verely ;  (not dangerously  ;)  captain Sherrard,  severely;  (not  danger- 
ously ;)  captain  Sleigh,  severely ;  lieutenants  Williams,  Lyon,  and 
Valentine ;  lieutenant  Fortune,  wounded  and  missing,  supposed 
prisoner;  ensigns  Clarke  and  Johnson ;  -adjutant  Kingston. 
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No.  28. 
from  Major-general  Brown  to  the  American  secretary  at  war* 

Sir,  Chippeway  Plains,   July  6,  1814. 

Excase  my  silence ;  I  have  been  much  engaged  :  Fort-Erie 
did  not,  as  I  assured  you  i(  should  not,  detain  me  a  single  day. 
At  1 1  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  4th,  I  arrived  at  this  place 
with  the  reserve,  general  Scott  having  taken  the  position  about 
•^Tioon  with  the  van.  My  arrangements  for  turning  and  taking 
in  the  rear  the  enemy's  position  east  of  Chippeway  was  made  ; 
-when  major-jeneral  Riall,  suspecting  our  intention,  and  adher- 
ing to  the  rule,  that  it  is  better  to  give  than  to  receive  an  attack, 
came  from  behind  his  works  about  5  o'clock  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  5th  in  order  of  battle.  We  did  not  baulk  him.  Before 
6  o'clock  his  line  was  broken  and  his  forces  defeated,  leaving 
on  the  field  400  killed  and  wounded.  He  was  closely  pressed, 
and  would  have  been  utterly  ruined,  but  for  the  proximity  of 
his  works,  whither  he  fled  for  shelter. 

The  woonded  of  the  enemy,  and  those  of  our  own  army, 
itiust  be  attended  to.  They  will  be  removed  to  Buffaloe.  This, 
with  my  limited  means  of  transportation,  will  take  a  day  or 
two,  after  which  I  shall  advance,  not  doubting  but  that  the  gal* 
lantand  accomplished  troops  I  lead,  will  break  down  all  oppor 
sition  between  me  and  Lake  Ontario,  when,  if  met  by  the  fleet, 
all  is  well— if  not,  under  the  favour  of  heaven,  we  shall  behave 
in  a  way  to  avoid  disgrace.  My  detailed  report  shall  be  made 
in  a  day  or  two.         I  am,  with  the  highest  respect.  &c. 

Hon.  secretary  of  War.  JACOB  BROWN. 


i###^^«t^«s#^«sr#«^^ 


No.  29. 


American  return  of  killed^  wounded^  andmissing^  in  the  offawr 

of  Chippeway y  July  bthy  1815 


Artillery ;— 4  rank  and  file,  killed ;.  8  ditto,  wounded ;  and  8  rank  and 

file,  missing. 
9th  regiment ;— tS  rank  and  file,  killed ;    1  captain,  2  subalterns,  S 

Serjeants,  39  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
II M  ditto  \ — 1  Serjeant,  14  rank  and  5le,  killed ;  1  colonel,  1  subaltern, 

6  Serjeants,  52  rank  and  file,  wounded.  « 

19/A  ditto  ^-^^Z  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  2  ditto,  wounded. 
^^d  ditto  ;^8  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  captain,  3  subalterns,  2  Serjeants, 

41  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
25M  ditto; — 1  Serjeant,  4  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  captain,  2  subalterns, 
'  4  Serjeants,  62  rank'  and  file,  wounded. 

V  F  % 
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ii/<7i7ia ;— 3  rank  and  die,  killed ;  3 ditto,  wounded  ;  1  lieutenant-cofo- 

nel,  1  major,  1  captain,  Q  serjeanti,  9  rank  and  file,  missing. 
Indians  ;^-'9  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  4  ditto,  wounded  ;  10  ditto,  misting. 
Total ; — 3  Serjeants,   58  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  colonel^  3  cap- 
tains, 7  subalterns,  14  Serjeants,  310 rank  and  file,  wounded; 
1   lieutenaat^colonely  1  major,  1  captain,  3  Serjeants,  14  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

No.  30. 

From  Uewtemnd'gtneraX  Drummond  to  sir  G.  Prevost, 

Uead-qnarters,  near  Niagara  Falb, 
SiH,  July  27,  1814. 

I  embarked  on  board  his  majesty *8  schooner  Netley,  at  York, 
on  Sunday  ef  ening,  the  24th  in  tan  t,  and  reached  Niagara  at 
day-break  the  folloi^ing  morning.  Finding,  from  licotenant- 
colonel  Tucker,  that  major-general  Riall  was  understood  to 
be  moYing  towards  the  Fails  of  Niagara,  to  support  the  ad* 
Tance  of  his  division,  which  he  had  pushed  on  to  that  place  oii 
the  preceding  evening,  I  ordered  lleutenant.colonel  Morrison, 
"with  the  89th  regiment  and  a  detachment  of  the  royals  and 
king's,  drawn  from  Fort  George  and  Mississaga,  to  proceed  to 
the  same  point  in  order  that,  with  the  united  force,  1  might  act 
against  the  enemy  (posted  at  Street^ft  Creek,  with  his  advance 
at  Chippeway)  on  my  arrivaf,  if  it  should  be  found  expedient. 
I  ordered  lieutenant.co1onel  Tucker,  at  the  same  time,  to  pro. 
ceed  up  the  right  bank  of  the  rirer,  with  3CX)  of  the  4tst^ 
about  200  of  the  royal  Scots,  and  a  bddy  of  Indian  warriors, 
supported  (on  the  river)  by  a  party  of  armed  seamen,  under 
captain  Dobbs,  royal  navy.  The  object  of  this*moTement  was 
to  disperse,  or  capture,  a  body  of  the  enemy,  encamped  at 
Lewistown^  Some  unavoidable  delay  having  occurred  in  the 
inarch  of  the  troops  up  the  right  bank,  the  enemy  had  moved 
off  previous  to  lieutenant.colonel  Tucker's  arrival.  I  have  t» 
express  myselT  satisfied  with  the  exertions  of  that  officer. 

Having  refreshed  the  troops  at  Queenstotvn,  and  barings 
brought  across  the  41st,  royals,  and  Indians,!  sent  back  the41st 
and  100th  regiments,  to  form  the  garrisons  of  forts  George, 
IVlississaga,  and  Niagara,  under  lieutenant-colotiei  Tucker^  and 
moved  with  the  80th,  and  detachments  of  the  royals  andkiog's, 
and  light  company  of  the  41st,  in  all  af^out  800  m^  to  join 
major-general  Riall's  division  at  the  Falls. 

When  arrived  within  a  fe^^  miles  of  that  position,  [  met  a 
report  from  major-general  Kiflt,  that  the  enemy  wasadTancing 
in  great  force.  I  immediately  ]^ahed  im,  and  joined  the  head 
of  lieutenant-colonel  Morrison's  columns  just  as  It  if  ached 
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ihe  road  heading  io  the.  Beaver  Dam,  orer  (hesummU  of  the 
hill  at  Lnndy's  Lane.     Instead  of  the  Hfhole  of  major.general 
Riall's  division,  which  I  expected  to  ha?e  found  occupying  this 
position,  I  found  it  almost  in   the  occupation  of  the  enemy, 
iihose  columns  were  within  600  yards  of  the  top  «f  the  hill, 
and  the  surrounding  woods  filled  with  his  light  troops.     The 
advance  of  major-general   Riall's  divisiony  consisting  of   the 
^Olengarry  light  infantry  and  incorporated  militia^  haying  com- 
menced a  retreat  upon  Fort  George,   I  countermanded  these 
..corps,  and  formed  the  89th  regiment,  the  royal  Scots  detach, 
ment,  and  the  41st  light  company,  in  the  rear  of  the  hill,  their 
.  left  resting  on  the  great  road  ;  my  two  ^pounder  brass  field 
guns  a  little  advanced,  in  front  of  the  centre,  on  the  summit  of 
.the  hill;  the  Glengarry  light  infantry  on  the  right;  the  bat- 
.talion  of  incorporated  militia,  and  the  detachment  of  the  king's 
regiment  on  the  left  of  the  great  road ;  the  squadron  of  the  19th 
.  light  dragoons  in  (he  rear  of  the  left,  on  the  road.      I  had 
scarcely  completed  this  formation  when   the  whole  front  was 
warmly  and  closely  engaged.     The  enemy's  principal  efforts 
were  directed  against  our  left  and  centre.     After  repeated  at- 
tacks, the  troops  on  the  left  were  partially  forced  back,  and 
,  jthe  enemy  gained  a  momentary  possession  of  the  road.     This 
l^ave  him,  however,  no  material  advantage,  as  the  troops  which 
had  been  forced  back  formed  in  the  rear  of  the  89th  regiment, 
fronting  the  road,  and  securing  the  flank.     It  was  during  this 
4short  intervai  that  major-general  Rial!,. having  received  a  sererc 
wound,  was  intercepted  as  he  was  passing  to  the  rear,  by  a 
,  party  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  and  taken  prisoner.     In  the  cea- 
.  tre,  the  repeated  and  .determined  attacks  of  the.  enemy  were 
.  met  by  the  89th  regiment,  the  detachments  of  the  royals  and 
king's,  and  thf  light  company  of  the  4 1st  regiment,,  with  the 
most  perfect  steadiness  and  intrepid  gallantry,  and  the  enemy 
was  constantly  repulsed  with  very  heavy  loss.  In  so  determined 
a  manner  were  their  attacks  directed  again&t  oi^r  guns,  that  our 
.  artillerymeo  were  bayonetted  by  the  enemy  while  in  the  act  of 
.  loading,  aod  the  mjuules  of  the  enemy's  guns  were  advanced 
within  a  few  yards  of  our's.     The  darkness  of  the  night,  during 
this  extraordinary  conflict,  occasioned  several  uncommon  inci. 
dents :  our  troops  having  for  a  moment  been  pushed  baick,  some 
:Of  our  guns  remained  for  a  few  minutes  in  the  enemy^s  hands; 
.  thej,  however,  were  not  only  quickly  recovered,  but  the  two 
pieces  (a  6- pounder  and  a  b^  inch  howitzer)  which  the  enemy  had 
brought  up,  were  captured  by  us,  together  with  several  tumbrils, 
and  in  limbering  up  our  guns  at  one  period)  one  of  the  enemy's 
.iS- pounders  was  put  by  mistake  on  a  limber  of  ours,  and  one 
^of. our.  O-ppunders  limber^  on  one  of  his ;  by  which  means 


438  APPENDIX, 

the  pieces  were  exchanged ;  and  thus,  though  we  capiaredtwo 
of  his  guD8,  yet,  as  he  obtained  one  of  ours,  we  have  gained 
ofilyonegun. 

About  9  o'clock,  (the  action  having  commenced  at  6,)  there 
was  a  short  intermission  of  firing,  during  which  it  appears  the 
cnemj  was  employed  in  bringing  up  the  whole  of  his  remaining 
force  ;  and  he  shortly  afterwards  renewed  his  attack  with  fresh 
troops,  but  was  every  where  repulsed  with  equal  gallantry  and 
success.  About  this  period  the  remainder  of  major-general 
Riall's  division,  which  had  been  ordered  to  retire  on  the  advance 
of  the  enemy,  consisting  of  the  lo3d  regiment,  under  colonel 
Scott;  the  head.quarter  division  of  the  royal  Scots ;  the  head- 
quarter division  of  the  8th,  or  king's  ;  flank  companies  of  the 
104th;  and  some  detachments  of  militia,  under  lieutenan^ 
colonel  Hamilton,  inspecting  field  officer,  joined  the  troops  en- 
gaged ;  and  1  placed  them  in  a  second  line,  with  the  exception  of 
the  royal  Scots  and  flank  companies  of  the  104th,  with  which  I 
prolonged  my  line  in  front  to  the  right,  where  I  was  apprehen- 
sive of  the  enemy  outflanking  me. 

The  enemy's  efforts  to  carry  the  hill  were  continued  till  about 
midnight,  when  he  had  sufiered  so  severely  from  the  superior 
steadiness  and  discipline  of  his  majesty's  troops,  that  he  gave  up 
the  contest,  and  retreated  with  great  precipitation  to  his  camp 
beyond  the  Chippeway.  On  the  following  day  he  abandoned' 
his  camp,  threw  the  greater  part  of  his  baggage,  camp  equipage, 
and  provisions,  into  the  Rapids,  and  having  set  fire  to  Street's 
mills,  and  destroyed  the  bridge  at  Chippeway,  continued  his 
retreat  in  great  disorder  towards  Fort-Erie.  My  light  troops, 
cavalry,  and  Indians,  are  detached  in  pursuit,  and  to  harass  his 
retreat,  which  i  doubt  not  he  will  continue  until  he  reaches  his 
own  shore. 

The  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy  in  this  severe  action  cannot 
be  estimated  at  less  than  1500  men,  including  several  hundred  of 
prisoners  left  in  our  hands;  his  two  commanding  generals. 
Brown  and  Scott,  are  said  to  be  wounded,  his  whole  force, 
which  has  never  been  rated  at  less  than  6000,  having  been 
Engaged. 

Enclosed  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  return  of  our  loss, 
which  has  been  very  bonsiderable.  The  number  of  troop^  under 
my  command  did  not,  for  the  first  ihtea  hours,  exceed  1600  men; 
^nd  the  addition  of  the  troops  under  colonel  Scott,  did  not 
edcrease  it  to  more  than  28QQ  of  every  description. 

A  very  difficult,  but  at  the  same  time  a  most  gratifying  duty 
remains,  that  of  endeavouring  to  do  justice  to  the  merits  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers  by  whose  valor  sind  discipline  this  impor- 
tant  success  has  been  obtained*    I  was,  very  early  in  the  action, 
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depriTed  of  the  service  of  major-general  Riall,  wbo,  I-  regret  tp 
learn,  has  suffered  the  amputation  of  his  arm*  in  the  eqcimy'ij 
possession:  his  bravery ,  zeal,  and  activity,  have  always  been 
conspicuous. 

To  lieuteuant-colonel  Harvey,  deputy-adjutant.general)  t 
am  so  deeply  indebted  for  hb  valuable  assistance  previous  to| 
as  well  as  his  able  and  energetic  exertions  during^  this  seiver^ 
contest,  that  ifeel  myself  called  upon  to  point  your  excellency'9 
attention  to  the  distinguished  merits  of  this  highly  deserving 
officer,  whose  services  have  been  particularly  conspicuous  in 
every  affair  that  has  taken  place  since  his  arrival  in  this  pro« 
Tince.  The  zeal  and  intelligence  displayed  by  major  Glegg^ 
assistant-adjutant-general,  deserve  my  warmest  approbation.. 
I  much  regret  the  loss  of  a  very  intelligent  and  promising  young 
officer,  lieutenant  Moorsom,  104th  regiment,  deputy-assistant* 
adjutant-general,  who  was  killed  towards  the  close  of  thQ 
action •  The  active  exertions  of  captain  Eliot,  depu ty. 
assistant-quartcr-master.general,  of  whose  gallantry  and  conduct 
I  had  occasion  on  two  former  instances  to  remark,  were  con* 
spicuous.  Major  Maule  and  lieutenant  Le  Breton,  of  tb^ 
quarter-master-gcneraPs  department,  were  extremely  useful  to 
me ;  the  latter  was  severely  wounded. 

Amongst  the  officers  from  whose  active  exertions  I  derived 
the  greatest  assistance,  I  cannot  omit  to  mention  my  aides  d^ 
camp,  captains  Jervoise  and  Loring,  and  captain  Holland,  aide 
de  camp  to  major-general  Riall.  Captain  Loring  was  unfortu^ 
nately  taken  prisoner  by  some  of  the  enemy's  dragoons,  whilst 
in  the  execution  of  an  order.  *  , 

In  reviewing  the  action  from  its  commencement,  the  first 
object  which  presents  itself,  as  deserving  of  notice,  is  the  stea^ 
diuess  and  |bod  countenance  of  the  squadron  of  the  19(h  lighf 
dragoons,  under  major  Lisle,  and  the  yery  creditable  and 
excellent  defence  made  by  the  incorporated  militia-battalion) 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Robinson,  who  was  dangerously 
wounded,  and  a  detachment  of  the  8th  (king's)  regiment,  under 
colonel  Campbell.  Major  Kirby  succeeded  lieatenant^colonel 
Robinson  in  the  command  of  th&  incorporated  militia- bat talioOy 
and  continued  very  gallantly  to  direct  its  efforts.  This  battalioii 
has  only  been  organized  a  few  months,  and,  much  to  the  credit 
of  captain  Robinson,  of  the  king's  regiment,  (provincial  lieute<» 
nant-colonel,)  has  attained  a  highly  respectable  degree  of 
discipliqcu 

In  the  reiterated  and  determined  attacks  which  the  enemy 
made  on  our  centre,  for  the  purpose  of  gaining,,  at  once,  the 

"*  It  was   afterwards  ascertained,  that  msgor-goneral  RiaU»  tboogh  ••• 
ver«ly  wounded,  did  not  tote  bit  arm. 
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prest  of  tl^e  pObitioD,  aad  our  guns,  the  stead! oes9  and  inirepU 
dity  displai^red  by  the  troops  allotted  for  the  defence  of  that  post, 
.  w^el-e  neTer  surpassed;  they  consisted  of  the  2d  battalion  of  the 
SOth  regiment,   commanded  by  lieutenant.colonel  Morrison, 
and  after  the  lieu  tenant- colonel  had  been  obliged  to  retire  from 
the  field  by  a  serere  wound,  by  major  CHflTord ;  a  detachment  of 
the  royal  Scotts,  under  lieutenant  Hemphill,  and  after  he  was 
killed,  lieutenant  Fraser ;  a detaclfment  of  the  8th,  (or  Ring's,) 
under  captain  Campbell  j  light  comps^ny  41st  regiment,  under 
captain  Glew ;  with  some  detachments  of  militia  under  lieute« 
nant-colonel  Parry,  103d  regiment.     These  troops  repeatedly^ 
when  hard  pressed,  formed  round  the  colours  of  the  89th  r^i. 
inent,  and  invariably  repulsed  the  desperate  efforts  made  against 
them.     On  the  right,  the»steadiness  and  good  countenance  of 
the  1st  battalioq  royal  Scots,  under  lieutenant  Gordon,  ^oi| 
some  Tpry  trying  occasions,  excited  my  admiration*     The  king's 
regiment,  Ist  battalion,  under  major  Evans,  behaved  with  equal 
gallantry  and  firmness,  as  did  the  light  company  of  the  royals, 
deta^rhed  under  captain  Stewart:  the  grenadiers  of  the  103d, 
detached  under  captain   Browne;  and  the  flank  companies  of 
the  104th,  under  captain  Liconard;  the  Glengarry  light  infan^ 
try,  under  lieutenant-coloncl  Battersby,  displayed  most  valuable 
qualities  as  lieht  troops ;  colonel  Scott,  major  Smelt,  and  the 
officers  of  the  103d,  deserve  credit  for  their  exertions  in  rally- 
ing that  regiment,  aftejr  it  ^d  beeii  thrown  into  momentary 
disorder. 

Lieutenant- colonel  Pearson,  inspecting  field-offider,  directed 
the  advance  with  great  intelligence;  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Drumropndj  of  the  ld4th,  heying  gone  forward  with  niy  per- 
missioh,  early  in  the  day^  ma^e  himself  actively  useful  in  differ- 
ent-parts of  the  field,  under  my  direction.  Thes^^officers  are 
entitled  tq  my  best  thanks,  as  is  lieutenant-colonel  Hamilton, 
inspecting  field-officer,  for  his  exertions  after  his  arrival  with 
thp  troops  under' colonel  Scott,  The  field-artillery,  so  long  as 
jthero  was  light,' was  lyell  served. 

^he  credit  of  its  efficient  state  is  due  to  captain  Mackonachie, 
whp  has.  had  charge  of  it  since  his  arrival  with  this  division. 
C9ipta'in  M^Lauchlan,  who  has  charge  of  this  batteries  at  Fort- 
Mississaga,  volunteered  his  services  in  the  field  on  this  occa- 
sion. He  wias  severefy  wounded.  Lieutenant  Tomkins  de- 
serves miich  credit  for'the  way  in  which  the  two  brass  24-poun. 
ders,  of  whiqh  he  had  charge,  were  served ;  as  does  Serjeant 
Austin,  of  the  rocket  company,  who  direycied  the  Congreve 
rockets,  which  did  much  execution.  "■  The  zeal,  loyalty,  and 
bravery  lyith  which  the  militia  of  this  part  of  the  province  had 
pome  forward  to  co-operate  with  his  majesty's  troops  in  the  ex-j 
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pulsion  of  the  enemy,  and  their  conspicnous  gallantry  in  this, 
and  in  the  action  of  the  5th  instant,  claim  my  warmest  thanks. 

1  cannot  conclude  this  despatch  without  recommending,  in 
the  strongest  terins,  the  following  officers,  whose  conduct  dur. 
ing  the  late  operations  has  called  for  marked  approbation  ;  and 
I  am  induced  to  hope  that  your  excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
submit  their  names  for  promotion  to  the  most  favorable  consi- 
deration of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent;  viz.  captain 
Jervoise,  my  aide  decamp;  captain  Robinson,  ^th  (king's) 
regiment,  (provincial  lieutenant-colonel,)  commanding  the 
incorporated  militia;  captain  Eliot,  deputy  assistant.quarter. 
master-general ;  captain  Holland,  aide-de-camp  to  major-gene- 
ral Riall ;  and  captain  Glew,  41st  regiment. 

This  despatch  will  be  deliyered  to  you  by  captain  Jervoise, 
fny  aide  de  camp,  who  is  fully  competent  to  give  your  excdn 
lency  every  Further  information  you  may  require. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GORDON  DRUMMOND, 
Jlis  excellency  sir  G.  Prevost,  lieutenant-generaU 

&c.  &c  &c. 


■»^^^^^**^'9^»^»^ 


No.  31. 


Return  of  the  killed^  wounded^  missings  and  taken  prisoners^ 
of  the  right  division  of  the  army  in  Upper  Canada^  under 
the  command  of  lieuteuant^general  Drummond^  in  action 
with  the  enemy  near  the  Fails  of  Niagara^  ^5th  of  Julify 
J814. 

^  General  Staff; — 1  deputy  assistant*aHjutant-general,  killed;  1  lieu' 
tenant-general,  1  raajor-{;eneral,  1  inspecting  field-officer,  1  deputy 
assistant  quarter- master-general,  wounded  ;  1  aide  de  camp,  prisoner. 

I9tk  light  dragoons; — Sjiorses  killed;  2  rank  and  file,  10  horses, 
wounded ;  1  rank  and  file,  1  horse,  missing. 

Provincial  light  dragoons ;^^2  rank  and  file,  3  horses,  missing ;  1  cap<f 
tain,  prisoner. 

Koyal engineers; — 1  subaltern,  missing* 

Royal  artillery  ;-~l  captain,  VI  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  7  rank  and 
file,  niissing. 

Royal  marine-artillery; — 1  serjeant,  1  rank  and  file,  prisoners. 

Royal  artillery  drivers;-^!!  horses  killed  ;  3  rank  and  file,  4  horses , 
mounded;  1  raAkand  file,  8  horses,  missing. 

N.B.-^Two  privates,  41st  regiment,  and  2  privates  of  the  89th  regi- 
ment, attached  to  royal  artillery  drivers,  missinji;,  not  included. 

Is/,  or  royal  Scots  i-^  I  subaltern,  1$  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  captain, 
2  i>ubalterns;  6  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  |06  rank  and  file,  wounded;  2 
subalterns,  3  Serjeants^  1  drummeri  3^  rank  and  file,  missing. 
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SI h  (or  king*s)  regiment; — 12  rank  and  file,  killed;  S  subalterns,  S 
Serjeants,  64  rank  and  file^  wounded ;  1  quarter-master,  12  rank  aud 
file,  missing. 

4\tt  regiment; — 3  rank  and  file,  killed;  9  Serjeants^  1  drammer, SI 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

S9th  regiment ; — 1  captain,  1  subaltern,  1  seijeant,  26  rank  and  file, 
killed;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  10  subalterns,  9  Serjeants,  3  drummers, 
166  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  3  Serjeants,  4  drummers,  S  rank  aud  file, 
missing;  1  captain,  prisoner. 

lOSd  regiment; — 6  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  subaltern,  3  Serjeants,  1 
drummer,  42  rank  and  file,  wounded;  1  rank  and  file,  missing;  1  cap- 
tain, 2  subalterns,  1  Serjeant,  2  rank  and  file,  prisoners. 

i04th  regiment; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  5  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Glengarry  light  infantry ;— 1  serjeant,  3  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  sub- 
altern, 3  Serjeants,  27  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  2  Serjeants,  6  rank  and 
file,  missing;  1  subaltern,  2  Serjeants,  11  rank  and  file,  prisoners. 

Incorpcraied  n.ilitia; — 1  subaltern,  2  Serjeants,  4  rank  and  file, 
killed ;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  3  captains,  4  subalterns,  3  Serjeants.  32 
rank  and  file,  wounded;  3  Serjeants,  72  rank  and  file,  missing  i  1  cap- 
tain, 1  subaltern,  1  quarter-master,  14  rank  and  file^  prisoners. 

1st  Lincoln  militia ; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed. 

Zd  Lincoln  militia ;— 1  subaltern,  wounded. 

4th  Lincoln  militia; — 1  captain,  1  subaltern,  2  Serjeants,  1  rank  and 
file,  wounded ;  1  captain,  1  quarter-master,  missing. 

5th  Lincoln  militia  ;-^l  major,  1  serjeant,  2  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2</  York  militia  ;«-l  major,  2  captains,  2  subalterns,  4  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

General  total — 1  captain,  3  subalterns,  1  deputy  assistant-adjutant- 
general,  4  Serjeants,  ^5  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieutenant-general,  1 
major-general,  1  inspecting  field- officer,  1  deputy  assistant-quarter- 
master-general,  2  lieutenant-colonels,  8  captains,  25  subalterns,  31  Ser- 
jeants, 5  drummers,  482  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  captain,  3  subal- 
terns, 2  quarter-masters,  11  Serjeants,  5  drummers,  171  rank  and  file, 
missing;  1  aide  de  camp,  4  captains,  4  subalterns,  1  quarter-master,  4 
seijeants,  28  rank  and  file,  prisoners;  14  borses,  killed;  14  borses, 
wounded ;  12  horses,  missing. 

Total  killed,  84 

Total  wounded,  659 

Total  missing,                 *  193 

Total  prisoners,  42 

Total,       878 

Names  of  officers  killed,  wounded,  and  prisoners. 

Officers  killed^General  Staff;— Lieutentint  Mooi^om,  deputy  as- 
sistant-adjutant-general. 

Jloya/ iSco^«;— Lieutenant  Hemphill. 

89ih  regimen/ ;— Captain  Spunner,  lieutenant  Latham. 

Incorporated  militia ; — Ensign  Campbell. 

Officers  waunded^General  «/fl^;— Lieutenant-general  Drumroond, 
severely;  (not  dangerously ;)  major-general  Riall,  severely,  and  prisoner; 
lieutenant-colonel  Pearson,  slightly  ;  lieutenant  Le  Breton,  severely. 

Hoyal  artillery; — Captain  Maclachlan,  dangerously. 

'Royal  5ico<« ;— Captain  Brereton,  slightly;  lieutenant  Haswell,  5€- 
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irerely;  (not  dangerously;)  lieutenant  Fraser,  severely^  (not  dange* 
rously,)  and  missing. 

Qth  {or  kin^t)  rfgtmen^ ;  — Lieutenant  Noell,  ensign  Swayne^ 
slightly;  eusign  McDonald,  severely. 

89th  regiment ;— ;-Lieutenunc-colonel  MurrisoB,  lieutenants  Sander* 
ion,  Steele,  Pearce,  Taylor,  Lloyd,  and  Miles,  severely ;  (not  dange- 
rously;) lieutenant  Redmond,  adjutant  Hopper,  slightly;  lieutenant 
Grey,  ensign  Saunders,  dangerously. 

10d(/  regiment ;— Litutenant  Langhorn,  slightly. 

Glengarry  light  infantry  i — Lieutenant  H.  Kerr,  slightly. 

Incorporated  mi/t7ta ;— 'Lieutenant-colonel  Robinson,  dangerously; 
captain  I' raser,  severely ;  captain  Washburn,  slightly;  captain  McDo- 
nald, severely  ;  (left  arm  amputated  ;)  lieutenant  M*Dougall,  mortally; 
lieutenant  Ratan,  severely;  lieutenant  Hamilton,  slightly;  ensign 
McDonald,  severely. 

2d  Lincoln  militia ;— Adjutant,  Thompson,  slightly. 

Ath  Lincoln  oilitia  ;»Captain  W.  Nellis,  ensign  Kennedy,  slightly. 

&th  Lincoln  mi^i^ta;— Mujor  Hath,  severely. 

'2d  York  militia ;— Major  Simons,  severely ;  captain .  Mackayi 
slightly ;  captain  Rockman,  severely. 

Officers  fnisding ^ Royal  engineers;— Lieutenant  Yall. 

Royal  Scots; — Lieutenant  Clyne;  lieutenant  Lamont,  supposed  to  be 
prisoner. 

Bih  {or  King\)  regiment; — ^Quarter-master  G.  Kirnan. 

4th  Lincoln  militia  ; — Captain  H.  Nellis,  quarter-master  Bell. 

Officers  prisoners — General  s^6^;-*Captain  Loring,  aide  de  camp 
to  lieutenant-general  Drummond. 

XOSd  re^imen^;— Captain  Brown;  lieutenant  Montgomery,  and 
ivounded ;  ensign  Lyon. 

Glengarry  light  infantry ;— Ensign  Robins. 

Incorporated  militia ;— -Captain  M*Lean,  «nsign  Wbort ;  and  quarter- 
Blaster  Thompson. 

Provincial  light  dragoons; — Capt.  Merritt. 

89th  regiment ;— Captain  Gore. 

EDWARD  BAYNES,  adj.-gen. 
J.  HARVEY,  lieut.-coL 
dep,.adj.  gen. 

No.  32. 

From  mqfor.gen.  Brown  to  the  American  secretary  at  war. 

Sm,  (No  date.) 

Confined  as  I  was,  and  hare  beeil,  since  the  last  engagement 
with  the  enemy,  1  fear  that  the  account  I  am  about  to  give 
knay  be  less  full  and  satisfactory  than  under  other  circumstancea 
it  might  haTe  been  made.  I  particularly  fear  that  the  conduct 
of  the  gallant  men  it  was  my  good  fortune  to  lead  will  not  be 
noticed  in  a  way  due  to  their  fame,  and  the  honor  of  out 
country. 
You  are  already  apprised,  that  the  army  bad,  on  the  25th 
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ult.  taken  a  position  at  Chippewaj.  About  noon  of  that  day, 
colonel  Swift,  who  was  posted  at  Lewistown,  advised  me,  hj 
express,  that  the  enemy  appeared  in  considerable  force  in 
'Queenstown,  and  on  its  heights;  that  four  of  the  enemy^s  fleet 
had  arrived  on  the  preceding  night,  and  were  then  \yinii  near 
Fort  Niagara;  and  that  a  number  of  boats  were  in  view, 
moving  up  the  streight.  Within  a  few  minutes  after  this  inteU 
ligcnce  had  been  received,  I  was  further  informed  by  captain 
Denmon,  of  the  quarter-master's  department,  that  the  enemy 
were  landing  at  Lewistown,  and  that  our  baggage  and  stores  at 
Schlosser,  and  on  their  way  thither,  were  in  danger  of  immedi- 
ate capture. 

It  is  proper  here  to  mention,  that  having  received  advices  as 
late  as  the  20th,  from  general  Gaines,  that  our  fleet  was  then  in 
port,  and  the  commodore  sick,  we  ceased  to  look  for  co-ope- 
ration  from  that  quarter,  and  determined  to  disencumber  onr- 
sclves  of  baggage,  and  march  directl)'  to  Burlington  Heights* 
To  mask  this  intention,  and  to  draw  from  Schlosser  a  small 
supply  of  provisions,  I  fell .  back  upon  Chippeway.  As  this 
Arrangement,  under  the  encreased  force  of  the  enemy,  left  much 
at  hasard  on  our  side  of  the  Niagara,  and  as  it  appeared  by  the 
before  stated  information,  that  the  enemy  was  about  to  avail 
himself  of  it,  I  conceived  that  the  roost  efiectual  method  of 
recalling  him  from  this  object  was  to  put  myself  in  motion 
towards  Queenstown.  General  Scott,  with  Uie  1st  brigade, 
Tow  son '8  artillery,  and  all  the  dragoons  and  mounted  nien, 
were  accordingly  put  in  march  on  the  road  leading  thither, 
with  orders  to  report  if  the  enemy  appeared,  and  to  call  for 
assistance,  if  that  was  necessary. 

On  the  general's  arrival  at  the  falls,    he  learned  that  the 
enemy  was  in  force  directly  in  his  front,  a  narrow  piece  of 
wood   alone  intercepting  his  view  of  them.     Waiting  only  io 
give  this  information,  he  advanced  upon  them.     By  the  time 
assistant-adjutant-general  Jones  had  delivered  this  message,  the 
action  began,  and  before  the  remainipg  part  of  the  division  had 
crossed  the  Chippeway,   it  had    become    close   and   general 
between   the  advanced  CQr.ps.     Though  general  Kipley  with 
the  2(1  brigade,  major  Hindman  with  the  corps  of  artillery,  and 
general  Porter,  at  the  head  of  his  command,  had  respectiyely 
pressed   forward  with  ardor,  it  was  not  less  than  an  hour 
-before  they  were  brought  to  sustain  general  Scott,  during  which 
time  his  command  most  skilfully  and  gallantly  maintained  the 
^conflict.     Upon  my  arrival  I  found  that  the  general  had  passed 
the  wood,  and  engaged  the  enemy  on  the  Queenstown  ro^d, 
and  on  the  ground  to  the  left  of  it,  with  the  9th,   11th,  and 
.^d  regiments,  and  Towson's  artillery. 

The  25th  had  been  thrown  to  the  right,  to  be  gov^roed  by 
iciiccuinstanccs.   '  Apprehending  that  these  corp&  were  much 
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exhausted,  and  knowing  that  they  had  suffered  sererely,  I 
determined  to  interpose  a  new  line  with  the  advandhg  troops,' 
and  thus  disengage  general  Scott,  and  hold  his  brigade  in 
rescrye.  Orders  were  accordingly  gi?en  to  general  Ripley/ 
The  enemy's  artillery  at  this  moment  occupied  a  hill  which  gate 
hini  great  advantages,  and  was  the  key  of  the  whole  position. 
It  was  supported  by  a  line  of  infantry.  To  secure  the  yictoryy 
it  was  necessary  to  carry  this  artillery,  and  seize  the  heights 
This  duty  was  assigned  to  colonel  Miller,  while,  to  favor  its 
execution,  the  1st  regiment,  under  the  command  of  colonel 
Nicholas,  was  directed  to  menace  and  amuse  the  infantry.  To 
my  great  mortification,  this  regiment,  after  a  discharge  or  twoy 
gave  way,  and  retreated  some  distance  before  it  could  be  rallied, 
though  it  is  believed  the  officers  of  the  regiment  exerted  them- 
«clTes  to  shorten  the  distance. 

In  the  mean  time,  colonel  Miller,  without  regard  to  this 
occurrence,  advanced  steadily  and  gallantly  to  his  object,  and 
carried  the  height  and  the  cannon.  General  Ripley  brought, 
up  the  33d  (which  had  also  faultered)  to  his  support,  and  the 
enemy  disappeared  from  before  them.  The  1st  regiment  was 
now  brought  into  a  line  on  the  left  of  the  21st,  and  the 
detachments  of  the  17th  and  19th,  general  Porter  occupying, 
with  his  command,  the  extreme  left.  About  this  time  colonel 
Miller  carried  the  enemy's  cannon. 

The  !25th  regiment,  under  major  Jessnp,  was  engaged  in  a 
most  obstinate  conflict  with  all  that  remained  to  dispute  with  us 
the  field  of  battle.  The  major,  as  has  been  already  stated,  had 
been  ordered  by  general  Scott,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  to  take  ground  to  his  right  lie  had  succeeded  ia 
turning  the  enemy's  left  flank,— -had  captured  (by  a  detachment 
under  captain  Ketchum)  general  Riall,  and  sundry  other 
•fficers,  and  shewed  himsalf  again  to  his  own  army,  in  a  blaze 
of  fire,  which  defeated  or  destroyed  a  very  superior  force  of 
the  enemy.  He  was  ordered  to  form  on  the  right  of  the  3d 
regiment.  The  enemy  rallying  his  forces,  and,  as  is  believed, 
having  received  reinforcements,  now  attempted  to  drive  us  from 
our  position,  and  regain  his. artillery.  Our  line  was  unshaken, 
and  the  enemy  repulsed.  Two  other  attempts,  having  the  same 
object,  had  the  same  issue.  General  Scott  was  again  engaged 
in  repelling  the  former  of  these;  and  the  last  I  saw  of  him  oa 
the  field  of  battle,  he  was  near  the  head  of  his  column,  and 
giving  to  its  march  a  direction  that  would  have  placed  him  on 
the  enemy's  right.  It  was  with  great  pleasure  I  saw  the  good 
order  and  intrephlity  of  general  Porter's  volunteers  from  the 
moment  of  their  arrival,  but  during  the  last  charge  of  the 
enemy  those  qualities  were  conspicuous.      . 
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Stimulated  by  the  examples  set  them  by  their- gallant  leader, 
bf  major  Wood,  of  the  PennsjWania  eorps,  by  colonel  Dobl»n, 
•f  New  York,  and  by  their  officers  generally,  they  precifutated 
tkemseWes  npon  the  enemy's  line,  and  made  all  the  prisoners 
which  were  taken  at  this  point  of  the  action. 
.  Having  been  for  some  time  wounded,  and  being  a  good  deal 
exhausted  by  loss  of  blood,  it  became  my  wish  to  devolve  the 
command  on  general  Scott,  and  retire  from  the  field  ;  but  on 
inquiry  I  had  the  misfortune  to  learn,  that  he  was  disabled  by 
wounds;  I  therefore  kept  my  post,  and  had  the  satisfaction  to 
tee  the  enemy's  last  effort  repulsed*  I  now  consigned  the 
command  to  general  Ripley. 

While  retiring  from  the  field,  I  saw  and  felt  that  the  victory 
was  complete  on  our  part,  if  proper  measures  were  promptly 
adopted  to  secure  it.  The  exhaustion  of  the  men  was,  how* 
ever,  such  as  made  some  refreshment  necessary.  They  particn. 
Uriy  required  water.  I  was  myself  extremely  sensible  of  the 
want  of  this  necessary  article.  I  therefore  believed  it  proper 
that  general  Ripley  and  the  troops  should  return  to  camp,  after 
bringing  off  the  dead,  the  wounded,  and  the  artillery  ;  and  in 
this  I  saw  no  difficulty,  as  the  enemy  had  entirely  ceased  to  act. 
Within  an  hour  after  my  arrival  in  camp,  I  was  iaformed  that 
general  Ripley  had  returned  without  annoyance,  and  in  good 
order.  I  now  sent  for  him,  and,  after  giving  hini  my  reasons 
for  the  measure  I  was  about  to  adopt,  ordered  him  to  put  the 
troops  into  the  best  possible  condition  ;  to  give  them  the  neces- 
sary refreshment;  to  take  with  him  the  piquet^  and  camp  guards, 
and  every  other  description  of  force,  to  put  himself  on  the  field 
•f  battle  as  the  day  dawned,  and  there  to  meet  and  beat  the 
enemy  if  he  again  appeared.  To  this  order  he  made  no  objee* 
tion,  and  i  relied  upon  its  execution..  It  was  not  executed.  I 
feel  most  Sensibly  how  inadequate  are  m}*^  powers  in  speaking  of 
ike  troops,  to  do  justice  either  to  their  merits  or  to  my  own 
sense  of  them.  Under  abler  direction,  they  might,  have  done 
more  and  better. 

From  the  preceding  detail,  you  have  now  evidence  of  the 
distinguished  gallantry  of  generals  Scott  and  Porter,  of  colonel 
Miller  and  major  Jcssop. 

Of  the  1st  brigade,  the  chief,  with  his  aide  de  camp.  Worth, 
his  major  of  brigade,  Smith,  and  every  commander  of  battalion 
were- wounded. 

The  %d  brigade  suffered  less ;  but,  as  a  brigade^  their  conduct 
entitled  them  to  the  applause  of  their  country.  After  the 
enemy's  strong  position  had  been  carried  by  the  21st  and 
the  detachments  of  the  17th  and  19th,  the  1st  and  23d  assumed 
a  new  character.     They  could  not  again  be  shaken  or  dismayed. 
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Major  M^Farland^  of  the  latter,  fell  nobly  at  the  head  of  hir 
battalion. 

Under  the  command  of  ^general  Porter,  the  militia  Tolanteers 
of  Pennsylvania  and  New  York  stood  undismayed  amidst  the 
hottest  fire,  and  repulsed  the  veterans  opposed  to  them.  The 
Canadian  volupteers,  commanded  by  colonel  Wilcox,  are  re- 
ported by  general  Porter  as  having  merited  and  received  his 
approbation* 

The  corps  of  artillery,  commanded  by  major  Hindman, 
behaved  with  its  usual  gallantry.  Captain  Towson's  company, 
attached  to  the  1st  brigade,  was  the  first  and  last  engaged,  and 
during  the  whole  conflict  maintained  that  high  character  which 
they  had  previously  won  by  their  skill  and  valor.  Captains 
Biddle  and  Ritchie  were  both  wounded  early  in  the  action,  but 
refused  to  quit  the  field.  The  latter  declared  that  he  never 
would  leave  his  piece ;  and,  true  to  his  engagement,  fell  by  its 
side,  covered  with  wounds.  cr 

The  staff  of  the  army  had  its  peculiar  merit  and  distinction  ; 
colonel  Gardner,  adjutant-general,  though  ill,  was  on  horse^ 
back,  and  did  all  in  his  power;  his  assistant,  major  Jones,  was 
very  aetive  and  useful.  My  gallant  aides  de  camp,  Austin  and 
Spencer,  had  many  and  critical  duties  to  perform,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  which  the  latter  fell.  I  shall  ever  think  of  this  young 
man  with  pride  and  regret ;  regret  that  his  career  has  been  so 
short,-— pride  that  it  has  been  so  noble  and  distinguished. 

The  engineers,  majors  Macrae  and  Woodj  were  greatly  dis« 
tinguished  on  this  day,  and  their  high  military  talents  exerted 
with  great  effect ;  they  were  much  under  my  eye,  and  near  ray 
person,  and  to  their  assistance  a  great  deal  is  fairly  to  be 
ascribed ;  I  must^earnestly  recommend  them,  as  worthy  of  the 
highest  trust  and  confidence.  The  staff  of  generals  Ripley  and 
Porter  discovered  great  zeal  and  attention  to  duty.  Lieutenant 
£.  B.  Randolph,  of  the  20th  regiment,  is  entitled  to  notice;  his 
courage  was  conspicuous. 

I  enclose  a  return  of  our  loss;  those  noted  as  missing  may 
generally  be  numbered  with  the  dead.  The  enemy  had  but  little 
opportunity  of  making  prisoners. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  &c. 

JACOB  BROWN. 

Hon.  John  Armstrotig,  secretary  at  war. 


448  APPENDIX^ 


No.  33. 

Return  of  the  killed^  wounded,  and  mtairig^  of  the  divisiori 
of  the  army  under  the  command  of  rnqfor^general  Brown, 
at  the  battle  of  Bridgewaiery  July  ^Sfth,  1814. 

General  staff; — 1  major-general,  1  brigadier'general,  3  aides  de 
catnpt  1  britrai it -major,  wounded;  1  brigade-major,  missing. 

light  drugoonx; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed ;  S  rank  and  file,  wounded.  . 

Artillery; — 1  captain,  9  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  captain,  2  subalterns', 
1  Serjeant,  1  musician,  30  rank  and  file,  wounded;  1  rank  and  file, 
missing. 

Ut  regiment  infantry  i^^ii  rank  and  file,  killed;  3  subalterns,  18 
rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  and  2  rank  and  file,  missing. 

9ih  ditto; — 1  captain,  3  subalterns,  1  serjeant,  13  rank  and  file, 
killed;  1  major,  1  captain,  1  paymaster,  1  quarter-master,  5  subalterns, 
7  Serjeants,  74  rank  and  file,  wounded;  one  subaltern,  3  Serjeants,  li 
i«nk  and  file,  missing. 

nth  regiment ; — 1  captain,  S  Serjeants,  25  rank  and  file^  killed:  t 
major,  1  captain,  6  subalterns,  9  seneanti^  1  roosician,  85  rank  auil^le^ 
wounded  ;  1  subaltern,  3  rank  and  file,  missing.  J^ 

2Ut  regiment I'-'l  subaltern,  9  Serjeants,  IS  rank  and  file,  ^lied;  I 
captain,  5  subalterns,  1  serjeant,  63  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  19  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

22d  regfment ; — 2  Serjeants,  34  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  colonel,  i 
''Captains,  4  subalterns,  9  seijeants,  1  musician,  73  rank  and  file^ 
wounded ;  3  subalterns,  3  Serjeants,  19  rank  and  file,  missing. 

QSd  regiment  ;-^t  major,  2  Serjeants,  7  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  cup" 
tain,.  6  subalterns,  1  serjeant*  44  rank  and  file,  wounded;  3  serjeaiiis, 
84  rank  and  file,  missing;. 

ft5th  regiment;'^!  captain,  1  subaltern,  26  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  X 
major,  1  adjutant,  1  quarter- master,  1  subaltern,  6  Serjeants,  56  rank 
and  file,  wounded  ;  1  serjeant,  14  rank  and  file,  missing, 

Canadian  volunteers;^!  rank  and  file,  killed;  8  rank  and  filc^ 
wounded ;  8  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Pennsylvania  regiment;'^!  adjutant,  1  serjeant,  9  rank  and  file, 
killed;  1  major,  1  quarter-master,  1  subaltern,  81  rank  and  file, 
wounded ;  1  captain,  missing. 

New  York  mititia; — 1  captain,  3  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  lieutenant- 
colonel,  1  subaheru,  8  Serjeants,  10  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  subal* 
tern,  missing. 

Total — Killed,  1  major,  5  captains,  1  adjutant,  4  subalterns,  10 
Serjeants,  150  rank  and  nte.  Wounded,  1  major-general,  1 
brij3;adier-general,  8  aides  de  camp,  1  brigade-major,  1  colonel, 
1  lieutenant- colonel,  4  majors,  7  captains,  I  adjutant,  1  pay- 
master, 3  quarter-masters,  38  subalterns,  36  senennts,  S  musi- 
cians, 478  rank  and  file.  Missing,  1  brigade-major,  1  captain, 
6  subalterns,  9  Serjeants,  93  rank  and  fil^. 
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No.  34* 

From  lieutenant  Conkfing  to  captain  Kennedy. 

Fort-George,  Upper  Canada, 
Sis,  Aiig.  16,  1814. 

With « extreme  regret  I  haye  to  make  known  to  jou  the  cir« 
pumstances  attending  the  capture  of  the  Ohio  and  Somers.  On 
the  night  of  the  l^th,  between  the  hours  of  1 1  and  12,  the 
boata  were  seen  a  short  distance  a-head  of  the  Somers,  and 
were  hailed  fron^  that  vessel  i  (hey  answered  ^^  provision* 
boatSy"  which  deceived  the  officer  of  the  deck,  as  anr  army. 
Vbats  had  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  and  repassing  throughout 
the  night,  and  enabled  them  to  drift  gthwart  his  hawse,  and  cut 
hb  cables;  at  the  same  time  pouring  in  a  heavy  fire,  before  hd 
discovered  who  they  were.  Instantaneously  they  were  along, 
side  of  me,  and  notwithstanding  my  exertions,  aided  by  Mn 
M^Cally,  acting  sailing-master,  (who  was  soon  disabled,)  I  was 
unable  to  repulse  them,  but  for  a  moment.  I  maintained  the 
quarter-deck  until  my  tword  fell,  in  consequence  of  a  shot  in 
the  shoulder,  and  nearly  all  on  deck  either  wounded  or  sur« 
rounded  with  bayonets.  As  their  force  was  an  overwhelming 
one,  I  thought  farthetr  resistance  vain,  and  gave  up  the  vessel, 
with  the  satisfaction  of  having  perform^  my  duty,  and 
defend^  my  vessel  to  the  last* 

Dst  of  killed  and  wounded.  « 

OAJo;*— Balled,  1 ;  wounded,  6. 
iS^Mtfff;— Wounded,  3. 

The  eneray*t  loss  m  killed  and  wounded  b  mach  more  consi- 
derable ;  among  the  killed  is  the  commanding  officer  of  th^ 
Nctley,  (lying  hereO  captain  Ratclifie  ;  he  fell  in  attempting  to 
come  over  my  quarter.  Notwithstanding  the  number  of  muskotf 
and  pistols  which  were  fired,  and  the  bustle  inseparable  from 
enterprises  of  the  kind,  neither  the  fort  nor  the  Porcupine 
attempted  to  fire,  as  we  drifted  past  them ;  nor  did  we  receive 
a  shot  until  past  Black  Rock,  though  they  might  have  destroyed 
us  with  ease.        Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  M.  CONKLING. 

We  expect  to  be  sent  to  Montreal,  and  perhaps  to  Quebec 
directly. 

Edward  P.  Kennedy,  esq.  commanding  the 
United  States  naval  force  on  Lake  Erie. 
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No.  35. 

From  lieutenant  general  Drummond  to  sir  George  P revest. 

SiK,  Camp  before  Fort-Erie,  August  15,  1814* 

Hailing  reason  to  belie?e  that  a  sufficient  impression  had  been 
produced  on  the  works  of  the  enemy's  fort,  by  the  fire  of  the 
battery  which  I  had  opened  on  it  on  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
and  by  which  the  stone  building  was  much  injured,  and  the 
general  outline  of  the  parapet  and  embrazuret  very  much  altered, 
1  was  determined  on  assaulting  the  place;  and  accordingly  made 
the  necessary  arrangements  for  attacking  it,  by  a  heayy  column 
directed  to  the  entrenchments  on  the  side  of  Snak-hill,  aiyl 
by  two  columns  to  advance  from  the  battery,  and  assault  the 
fort  and  entrenchments  on  this  side* 

The  troops  destined  to  attack  by  Snake.hill,  (which  con- 
sisted of  the  king's  regiment  and  that  of  De  Watteville's,  with 
the  flank  companies  of  the  89th  and  100th  regiments,  under 
lieutenant-colonel  Fischer,  of  the  regiment  of  De  Watterille,) 
marched  at  four  o'clock  yesterday  afternoon,  in  order  to  gain 
the  vicinity  of  the  point  of  attack  in  sufficient  time. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  regret  I  hare  to  report  the  failure  of 
both  attacks,  which  were  made  two  hours  before  day -light  this 
morning.  A  copy  of  lieutenant-colonel  Fischer's  report,  here- 
with enclosed,  will  enable  your  excellency  to  form  a  tolerable 
correct  judgment  of  the  cause  of  the  failure  of  that  attack; 
had  the  head  of  the  column,  which  had  entered  the  place  with- 
out difficulty  or  opposition,  been  supported^  the  enemy  must 
have  fled  from  his  works,  (which  were  all  taked,  as  was  con- 
templated in  the  instructions,  in  rererse,)  or  have  surrendered. 

The  attack  on  the  fort  and  entrenchments  leading  from  it  to 
the  lake,  was  made  at  the  same  moment  by  two  columns,  one 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Drummond,  104th  regiment,  consisting 
•f  the  flank  companies  41st  and  104th  regiments,  and  a  body 
of.  seamen  and  marines,  under  captain  Dobbs,  of  the  royal 
navy,  on  the  fort ;  the  other  under  colonel  Scott,  lOdd,  con- 
sisting of  the  103d  regiment,  supported  by  two  companies  of 
the  royals,  was  destined  to  attack  the  entrenchments.  These 
columns  advanced  to  the  attack  as  soon  as  the  firing  upon 
colonel  Fischer's  column  was  hoards  and  succeeded  after  a 
desperate  resistance,  in  making  a  lodgement  in  the  fort  through 
the  embrazures  of  the  demi-bastion,  the  guns  of  which  they 
had  actually  turned  against  the  enemy,  ^  ho  still  maintained  the 
stone  building,  when,  most  unfortunately,  some  ammunition, 
which  had  been  placed  under  the  platform,  caught  fire  ftom  the 
firing  of  the  guns  in  the  rear,  and  a  most  tremendous  explosion 
followed,  by  which  almost  all  the  troops  which  had  entered 
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tlie  plaee  were  dreadfully  mangled.  Panic  was  infttadtly  com* 
municated  to  the  troops,  who  could  not  be  persuaded  that  the 
explosion  was  accidental,  and  the  enemy,  at  the  same  time^ 
pressing  forward,  and  commencing  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry^ 
the  fort  was  abandoned,  and  our  troops  retreated  towards  thft 
battery.  I  immediately  pushed  out  the  Ist  battalion  royals,  to 
support  and  cover  the  retreat,  a  service  which  that  valuable  corps 
executed  with  great  steadiness. 

Our  loss  has  been  severe  in  killed  and  wounded :  and  I  am 
sorry  to  add  that  almost  ail  those  returned  ^^  missing,"  may. 
be  considered  as  wounded  or  killed  by  the  explosion,  and  left  iik^ 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  r 

The  failure  of  these  most  important  attacks  has  been  occa* 
stoned  by  circumstances  which  may  be  considered  as  almost 
justifying  the  momentary  panic  which  they  produced,  and 
which  introduced  a  degree  of  confusion  into  the  columns  which^ 
in  the  darkness  of  the  night,  the  utmost  exertions  of  the 
officers  were  ineffectual  in  removing. 

The  officers  appear  invariably  to  have  behaved  with  the  most 
perfect  coolness  and  bravery ;  nor  could  any  thin;;  excec^d  the 
steadiness  and  order  with  which  the  advance  of  lieutenants 
colonel  Fischer's  brigade  was  made,  until  emerging  from  a 
thick  wood,  it  found  itself  suddenly  stopped  by  an  abattis,  and 
within  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry  and  guns  from  behind  a  for« 
midable  entrenchment.  With  regard  to  the  centre  and  left 
columns,  under  colonel  Scott  and  lieutenant-colonel  Drummond| 
the  persevering  gallantry  of  both  officers  and  men,  until  the 
unfortunate  explosion,  could  not  be  surpassed.  Colonel  Scott, 
103d,  and  lieutenant.colonel  Drummond,  104th.  regiments, 
who  commanded  the  centre  and  left  attacks,  were  unfortu- 
nately kilted,  and  your  excellency  will  perceive  that  almost 
every  officer  of  those  columns  was  either  killed  or  wounded  by 
the  enemy's  fire,  or  by  the  explosion.  ,  ■  .  \     , 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  under  mentioned  officers  ;  viz.  to 
lieutcnant*colonel  Fischer,  who  commanded  the  right  attack^ 
to  major  Coore,  aide  de  camp  to  your  excellency,  who  accotn. 
panied  that  column ;  major  Evans,  of  the  king's,  commanding 
the  advance;  major  Viilatte,  De  VVatteville's ;  captain  Basdeiv, 
light  company  89th  ;  lieutenant  Murray,  light  company  100th; 
1  also  beg  to  add  the  name  of  captain  Powell,  of  the  Glengarry 
light  infantry,  employed  on  the  staff  as  deputy  .assistant  in  the 
qaarter.master-generars  department,  who  conducted  lieutenant* 
colcuiel  Fischer's  column,  and  first  entered  the  enem-y's  entrench* 
ments,  and  by  his  coolness  and  gallantry  particularly  distin^ 
guished  himself;  major  Viilatte,  of  Dc  Watteville's  regiment, 
who  led  the  column  of  attack  and  entered  the  entrenchments; 
as  did  lieutenant  Young  of  the  kingS  regiment,   w.itji  ^|ljouC.d0 

Q  a  2 
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Bien  of  the  lighi  companies  of  the  king'i  and  De  WattetUIe^v 
vegimeDts:  captain  Powell  reports  that  Serjeant  Powell,  of  the 
19th  dragoons,  who  was  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  ground) 
Tolunteered  to  act  as  a  gtiide,  and  precceded  the  leading  suh^ 
division  in  the  most  intrepid  style*  In  ihe  centre  and  left 
columns,  the  exertions  of  major  Smelt,  103d  regiment,  who 
fqcoeeded  to' the  command  of  the  left  column,  on  the  death  o£ 
colonel  Scott;  captains  Leonard  and  Sb«re,  of  the  104th  flank 
companies;  captainrGlew,  Bullock,  and  O'Keefc,  41st  flank 
companies ;  captain  Dobbs,  royal  na?y,  commanding  a  party 
mi  Tolunteer  teamen  and  marines,  are  entitled  to  my  acknow« 
Icdgments  (they  are  all  wounded )•  Nor  can  I  omit  mentioning^ 
in  the  strongest  terms  of  approbation,  the  actiTC,  zeidous, 
and  useful  exertions  of  captain  Eliot,  of  the  103d  regiment^  de« 
puty  assistant-quarter-master- general,  who  was  unfortunately 
wounded  and  taken  prisoner ;  and  captain  Barney,  of  the  89th 
regiment,  who  had  Yolanteered,hi8  serrices  as  a  temporary  assist- 
ant  in  the  engineer  department,  and  conducted  the  centre  column 
td  the  attack,  in  which  be  received  two  dangerous  wounds. 

To  major  Phillot,  commanding  the  royal  artillery,  and  cap* 
lain  Sabine,  who  commanded  the  battery  as  well  as  the  field* 
guns,  and  to  the  officers  and  men  of  that  .valuable  branch  of 
the  service,  serving  under  them,  I  have  to  express  my  entire 
approbation  of  their  skill  and  exertions.  Lieutenant  Charlton, 
voyal  artillery,  entered  the  fort  with  the  centre  column,  fired 
several  rounds  upon  the  enemy  from  his  own  guns,  and  was 
.  wounded  by  the  explosion*  The  ability  and  exertioas  of  lieu- 
tenant Philpot,  royal  engineers,  and  the  officers  and  men  of 
that  department^  claim  my  best  acknowledgments. 

To  lieutenant-colonel  Tucker,  who  commanded  ^  reserve, 
and  to  lieutenant-colonel  Pearson,  inspecting  field-officer,  and 
lieutenant- colonel  Battersby,  Glengarry  light  infiantry,  and 
captain  Walker,  incorporated  militia,  I  am  greatly  indebted 
Ibr  their  active  and  unremitted  attention  to  the  seciMrity  of  the^ 
Ottt-posts. 

To  the  deputy  adjutant-^eneral,  and  deputy  quaarler-master- 

Eneral,  lieutenant-colonel  Barvey,  and  lieutenani-colonel 
yers,  and  to  the  officers  of  their  departmc^its,  respectively, 
as  well  as  to  captain  Foster,  my  military  secretary,  and  the 
officers  of  my  personal  stafl^,  I  am  under  the  greatest  obliga- 
tions for  the  assistance  they  have  aflbrded  me.  My  acknow- 
ledgments are  due  to  captain  D'Alson,  of  the  90th  regiment, 
brigade-major  to  the  right  division,  and  to  lieutenant-colon^ 
Nicholy  quarter-master-general  of  militia,  the  exertiom  of 
deputy  commissioner-general  Turquand,  and  the  ofiicers  of 
that  department,  for  the  supply  of  the  troops  j  and  the  cave 
and  attention  ot  staff-surgeon  O'Maly^  and  the  medical  officers 
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of  the    division,   to  the  sick  and  woandcd,   also  claim   my 
thanks. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

GORDON  DROMMOND, 

lieut«Dant«geiieral* 
His  excellency  sir  George  Prevost,  bart.  &c. 

No.  36. 

From  lieutenanUColonel  Fischer  to  lieatenanUgeneral 

sir  Oordon  Drummond. 

Sir,  Camp,  August  15,  1814. 

I  hare  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  imformatlon  of 
lieutenant-general  Drummond,  that,  in  compliance  with  the 
kittriictiens  1  received,  the  brigade  under  my  command,  c6n- 
sisting  of  the  8th  and  De  WatteyiUe's  regiment,  the  light 
companies  of  the  89th  and  lOOth,  with  a  detachment,  of 
Artillery,  attacked  this  morning,  at  2  o'clock,  the  position  of 
the  enemy  on  Snake-hill,  and,  to  my  great  concern,  failed  in 
its  attempt. 

The  flank  companfies  of  the  brigade,  who  were  formed  under 
the  orders  of  major  Erans,  of  tlra  king's  regiment,  for  the 
purpose  of  taming  the  position  between  Snake-hill  and  tho 
lake,  met  with  a  check  at  the  abattis,  which  was  found  im« 
penetrable,  and  was  prevented  by  it  to  support  major  De 
Villatte,  of  De  Watteville's,  and  captain  Powell  of  the  qua^ 
ter-master-general's  department,  who,  actually  with  a  few  men^ 
had  turned  the  enemy's  battery. 

The  column  of  support,  consisting  of  the  remainder  of  De 
Watteville's  and  the  king's  regiment,  forming  the  reserte,  in 
marching  too  near  the  lake,  found  themselves  entangled  be. 
tween  the  rocks  and  the  water,  and,  by  the  retreat  of  the  flank 
companies,  were  thrown  into  such  confusion,  as  to  rrader  it 
impossible  to  give  them  any  kind  of  formation  during  the  dark* 
ness  of  the  night,  at  which  time  they  were  exposed  to  a  most 
galling  fire  of  the  enemy^s  battery,  and  the  numerous  parties  In 
the  alMtttis ;  and  I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  the  great  num- 
ber of  missing,  are  men  kill^  or  severely  wounded,  at  that 
time,  when  It  was  impossible  to  give  them  any  assistance. 

After  day-break  the  troops  formed,  and  retired  to  the  camp. 
I  enclose  a  return  of  casualties. 

J.  FISCHER, 
Lljsutenaot-colonel  De  Wattevillc's  regt.^ 
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No.  37. 

Return  of  killed^  wounded^  and  missing^  of  the  right  division^ 
in  the  assault  qf  Fort^Eriey  the  \bth  of  August^  1814* 

Killed'^Royal  artillery ; — 1  rank  and  file. 
Royal  marine  artillery ', —  I  rank  and  file. 
\st,  or  royal  Scots  ;  1  captain. 

8M,  Brking^sown; — 1  lieutenant,  1  s^rjeaut,  15  rank  and  file. 
S9th  light  company  ;^\  rank  and  file, 
lOSdm^gimeni ; — 1  iieuteiiant-colone). 
I04th  regiment ; — I  lieutenaut-colonel. 
Wattevil/e^s  regiment ;— 1  drummer,  33  rank  and  file. 

Wounded-^General  staffs — 1  deputy-assistant-quarter-master-general. 
Royal  artillery  ; — 1  rank  and  file. 

Royal  nary  I — 1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  1  master,  19  seamen. 
Royal  marines  ; — 10  rank  and  file. 
If^,  or  royal  Scots; — 1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  S  Serjeants,  16  rank 

and  file. 
Stif  or  king"*  own  ; — 1  lieutenant,  H  rank  and  file. 
41stjlank  companies ; — 2  captains,  1  lieutenant,  1  ensign,  S  Serjeants, 

33  rank  and  file. 
S9th  light  company; — 1  captain,  1  rank  and  file. 
1 00th  light  company  ; — 2  rank  and  file. 
103d  regiment  i-^l  major,  8  captains,   6  lieutenants,  1  ensign,  10 

Serjeants,  }  drummer,  120  rank  and  file. 
104/A  regiment  i — I  captain,  i  lieutenant,  ^  Serjeants,  2  drummer^ 

23  rank  and  file. 
'    Watteville's  regiment; — 1' Serjeant,  26  rank  and  file, 
Glengarry  light  infantry  ; — I  rank  and  file. 

^lisiing— General  staff; —  1  deputy-assistant-qu^rt^r-master-general, 
^(>yfl^rtr/i7/ery;—^  rank  and  file. 
Royal  navy; — 1  Midshipman,  T  seamen. 
Royal  marines-^— S  Serjeants,  17  rank  and  file. 
I  St,  or  royal  Slots; — 49  rank  and  file. 
8th,orking*sown; — \  Serjeant,  15  rank  and  file^ 
41st  flank  companies  ;-^l   lieutenant,  I  ensign,  3  Serjeants,  3T  rank 

and  file. 
69th  light  company  ;— 3  rank  and  file. 

lOOM  light  company:-^ I  lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  6  rank  and  file. 
I OSd  regiment;    1  captain,    I   lieutenant,    1  ensign,    1  adjutant,  30 

Serjeants,  3  drummers,  246  rank  and  file. 

The  number  returned  missing,  the  greater  part  supposed  kille4 
by  the  explosion  of  a  magazine. 

1 04/ A  regiment;  1  Serjeant,  23  rank  and  file. 
Wattevill^s  regiment  ;^^l  Serjeant,  82  rank  and  file- 
Incorporated  militia  I — 1  rank  and  file, 

!fQt(d^ Killed ;^2  lieutenant-colonels,  1  cap^in,    1  lieatenanty  1  s^r* 
jeant,  |  Drummer,  ^|  rank  and  file. 
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Wounded ;^\  deputy-assistant-quarter-mastcr-gencral,  1  major,  8 
captains,  1 1  lieutenants,  2  ensigm,  1  master,  18  seamen >  20  Ser- 
jeants, 3  drummers,  S50  rank  and  file. 

Jftm7ig;— 1  deputy-assistant-quarter-master-generaly  1  captain,  3 
lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  )  midshipman,  1  adjutant,  7  seamen,  41 
Serjeants,  3  drummers,  479  rank  and  file. 

Names  of  officers,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Killed-^\  sty  or  royal  i$('o's;->»Captarn  Torrens. 
Slh  regiment ; — Lieutenant  NoeL 
lOSfi?  regiment ;— Colonel  Scott. 
104M  rfgiV/jen/;— Lieutenant-colonel  Drummond. 

Wounded  ^General  staff'; — CapCa'm  ^well,  deputy<*asaistant«quarter<- 
master-general,  slight  contusion. 

JR(fyal navi/ i-^C^ptain  Dobbs,  lieutenant  Stevenson,  slightly;  Mr. 
Harris,  master,  severely. 

Ifi^,  or  roya/ iSco/5;— Captain  Rowan  severely;  lieutenant  Vaughan, 
slightly. 

Sth  regiment ;— Lieutenant  Young,  slightly. 

4tUt  flunk  companies; — Captains  Clew  and  Bullock,  severely;  lieute* 
nant  Hailes,  slightly ;  ensign  Tovwnsheiid,  severely. 

%9th  regiment  ; — Captain  Barney,  severely. 

IQOtk  rcgiwcnf;— Volunteer  Fraser,  severely. 

\QSd  regiment; — Major  Smoit,  severely;  captain  Gardiner,  severely; 
captain  Coleclough,  severely,  and  prisoner  ;  lieutenant  Fallon,  se- 
verely; lieutenant  Charlton,  severely,  and  prisoner;  lieutenant 
Coppage,  jun.  dangerously;  lieutenant  Meaglter,  slightly;  lieute- 
imnts  Burrows  and  Hazin,  severely ;  ensign  Nash,  severely. 

\QAth  flank  companies ; — Captain  Leonard,  lieutenant  MXaughlaa, 
severely. 

JUi$sihg'-^General  s/^^;-*  Captain  Elliot,   deputy-assistant-quarter- 
master.gcneraL 
Royal  Navif ; — Mr.  Hyde,  midshipman. 
4\st  flank  companies ; — Lieutenant  Garner,  ensign  Hall. 
lOOth  light  cor/Tpara^;— Lieutenant  Murray,  wounded  and  prisoner. 
lOSd  regiment ;  —  Captain   Irwin,  lieutenant  Kaye,  ensign   Huey, 
lieutenant  and  adjutant  Pcttit. 

J.  HARVBY,  lieut-col. 

Deputy.adj  u  tant-generaU 


No.  38. 


From  brigtutier^general  Gmnes  $o  the  American  secretary  at 

war. 

DEAR   STR, 

My  heart  is  gladdened  "vrith  gratitnde  to  heaven  and  joy  to 
my  country,  to  have  it  in  my  power  to  inform  you,  that  the 
gallant  army,  under  my  command,  has  this  morning  beaten  i\\% 
eaeBiy^  commanded  by  lieatenaat-gcncral  Drummond^  after  a 
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scfcre  coifliet  of  noar  three hour^,  commencing- at  ^o^clock, 
A.M.  Thej  attadiLed  iK  on  #acli  flank,  got  posteaiion  of  the 
salient  bastion  of  Old  Fort  Erie,  which  was  regainod  at  the 
point  of  the  imyonet  with  a  dreadful  slaughter.  The  enes^'s 
loss,  in  killed  and  prisoners,  is  about  600—near  300  killed. 
Our  loss  is  considerable,  but  I  think  not  one-tenth  part  as 
great  as  that  of  the  enemj*  I  will  not  detain  the  express  to 
gi?e  you  the  particulars.  I  am  preparing  my  force  to  foUow 
up  the  blow.     With  great  respect  and  esteem. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDMUND  P.  GAINES, 
Hon.  J.  Armstrong,  ^    Brigadier-general, 

Secretary  at  war. 
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No.  39. 


From  lieutenant'Colonel  M^Kay  to  lieutenant^olonel 

M^Douall. 

Prairie  dn  Chien,  Fort  M^Kay, 
Sir,  July  27,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  Jo  you,  that  I  arrired  here 
on  the  17th  instant  at  12  o'clock ;  my  force  amounting  to  660 
men:  of  which,  150  were  Michigan  fencibles,  Canadian  volun- 
teers, and  officers  of  the  Indian  department,  the  remaioder 
Indians. 

I  found  that  the  enemy  had  a  small  fort,  situated  On  a-beight 
immediately  behind  the  Tillage,  with  two  blockhoiises,  per* 
fectly  safe  from  Indians,  and  that  they  had  six  pieces  of  can. 
non,  and  60  or  70  effective  men,  officers  included.  That,  lying 
.at  anchor  in  the  middle  of  the  Mississippi,  directly  in  front  of 
the  fort,  there  was  a  very  large  gun-boat,  called  governor 
Clark,  gun-boat  No.  1,  mounting  14  pieces  of  cannon,  some 
6  and  3  pounders,  and  a  number  of  cohorns,  manned  with  70 
or  80  men  with  muskets,  and  measuring  70  feet  keel.  This 
floating  blockhouse  is  so  constructed,  that  she  can  be  rowed  in 
any  direction,  the  men  on  board  being  perfectly  safe  from  small 
arms,  while  they  can  use  their  own  to  the  greatest  advantage. 

At  half- past  12  o'clock,  I  sent  captain  Anderson  with  a  flag 
of  truce,  to  invite  them  to  surrender,  which  they  refused.  My 
intention  was  not  to  have  made  an  attack  till  next  morning  at 
day-light;  but,  it  being  impossible  to  controul  the  Indians,  I 
ordered  our  gun  to  play  upon  the  gwa-boat,  which  she  did  with 
a  surprizing  good  effect ;  for,  in  the  course  of  three  hours  the 
^ftime  the  action  lasted,  she  fired  86  rounds,  two-thirds  of  Mrhich 
'Went  into  the  governor  Clark.    The)^  kept  up  a  constant  (ire 
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Up6n  ns,  both  fnlin  the  boat  and  fort.  We  were  ati  boat  lye* 
tween  t«(o  fires,,  ha^g  mm  our  gun  up  within  iniisket*«iiOi'of 
the  fort^  f rara  whence  we  beat  the  boat  oot  of  her  station.  She 
cnthefcabieandran  down  the  cnrrent,  and  was  sheltered  tiiider 
the  island.  We  were  obliged  to  desist,  it  being  im|)bkslble, 
with  our  little  barges,  to  attempt  to  board  her,  and  our  onlj 
gun  til  pursuit  of  her  would  ha?e  exposed  our  whole  camp  to 
the  enemy ;  she  therefore  made  her  escape. 

On  the  ]9(h,  finding  there  were  onlj  six  rounds  of  round 
shot  remaining,  including  three  of  the  enemy's  we  had  picked 
up,  the  day  was  employed  in  making  lead  bullets  for  the  gun, 
and  throwing  up  two  breast* works  :  one  within  700  yards,  and 
tke  other  within  450  yards  of  the  fort.  At  six  in  the  eYenmg^ 
every  thing  being  prepared,  I  marched  to  the  first  breastwork, 
from  whence  I  intended  tp  throw  in  the  remaining  six  rounds. 
At  the  moment,  the  first  ball  was  about  being  put  into  the  can. 
non,  a  white  flag  was  put  out  at  the  fort,  and  immediately  ati 
officer  came  down  with  a  note  and  surrendered.  It  being  too 
late,  I  deferred  making  them  deliver  up  their  arms  in  form  till 
morning,  but  immediately  placed  a  strong  guard  in  the  fort, 
and  took  possession  of  the  artillery.  From  the  time  of  our 
kmding  till  they  surrendered,  the  Indians  kept  up  a  constant, 
tat  perfectly  useless  fire,  upon  the  fort;  the  distance  from 
whence  they  fired  was  too  great  to  do  execution^  even  had  the 
enemy  been  exposed  to  view. 

I  am  happy  to  inform  you,  that  every  man  in  the  Mlohigan 
fencibles,  Canadian  volunteers,  and  officers  in  the  Indian  de- 
partment, behaved  as  well  as  I  could  possibly  wish ;  and, 
though  in  the  midst  of  a  hot  fire,  not  a  man  was  eren  wounded, 
except  three  Indians  ;  that  is,  one  Paant,  one  Fallsevine,  and 
one  Scottx,  all  severely,  but  not  dangerously. 

One  lieutenant,  ^th  U.  S.  regiment ;  one  militia  captain,  one 
militia  lieutenant,  three  Serjeants,  three  corporals,  two  musi. 
cians,  53  privates,  one  commissary,  and  one  interpreter,  have 
been  made  prisoners.  One  iron  6.pounder,  mounted  on  a  gar-r 
risen  carriaj^e ;  one  iron  3-poundcr,  on  a  field-carriage;  three 
swivels,  61  stand  of  arms,  four  swords,  one  field-carriage  for 
6-pounder,  and  a  good  deal  of  ammunition ;  ^8  barrels  of 
pork,  and  46  barrels  of  flour :  these  are  the  principal  articles 
found  in  the  fort  when  surrendered. 

I  will  now  take  the  liberty  to  request  your  particular  atten- 
tion to  captains  RoUette  and  Anderson ;  the  former  for  his  ac- 
tivity in  many  instances,  but  particulatly  during  the  action. 
The  action  having  commenced  unexpectedly,  he  ran  down  from 
the  upper  end  of  the  village,  with  hb  company,  through  the 
heat  of  the  fire,  to  receive  orders ;  and  before  and  since,  in 
being-  instrumental  In  preserving  the  citizens  from  b^g  quite 
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ruioed  b J  pillaging  Indian! ;  and  the  latter,  for  hit  unwearied 
attention  in  keeping  every  Uiiog  in  order  daring  the  route,  and 
hif  activity  in  following  np  the  cannon  during  the  action,  and 
asssisting  in  transporting  the  ammunition.  Lieutenant  Portier, 
of  captain  Anderson's  company ;  lieutenants  Graham  and 
Brisbois,  of  the  Indian  department;  captain  Dean,  of  the 
Prairie dtt  Chien  militia;  and  lieutenant  Powell,  of  the  Green 
Bay,  all  acted  with  courage  and  activity,  so  becoming  Cana- 
dian militia  or  volunteers*  The  interpreters  also  behaved  well, 
but  particularly  M.  St.  Germain,  from  the  Saulte  St«  Marie, 
and  M.  Rouville,  Scoux  interpeter :  they  absolutely  pre* 
Tented  their  Indians  committing  any  outrage  in  the  plundering 
way.  Commissary  Ilonore,  who  acted  as  lietenant  in  captain 
Rollette's  company,  whose  singular  activity  in  saving  and  keep- 
ing an  exact  account  of  provisions,  surprised  me,  and  without 
which  we  must  unavoidably  have  lost  much  of  that  essential 
article*  The  Michigan  fencibles,  who  manned  the  gun,  behaved 
with  great  courage,  coolness,  and  regularity.  As  to  the  ser. 
jeant  of  artiljery,  too  much  cannot  be  said  of  him ;  for  the 
fate  of  the  day,  and  our  success,  were  to  be  attributed,  in  a 
great  measure,  to  his  courage,  and  welUmanaged  firing. 

Since  writing  the  foregoing,  a  few  Sanks  have  arrived  from 
the  rapids,  at  the  Rock  river,  with  two  Canadians,  and 
bring  the  following  information :  On  the  21st  instant,  six 
American  barges,  three  of  which  were  armed,  were  coming  up 
and  encamped  in  the  rapids  ;  that,  in  the  course  of  the  night, 
the  party  of  Indians  having  the  four  bags  of  gunpowder  I  sent 
from  this  on  the  17th,  reached  them.  The  barges  being  en* 
camped  at  short  distances  from  each  other,  they,  on  the  3%d, 
early  in  the  morning,  attacked  the  lowest,  and  killed  about  100 
persons,  took  five  pieces  of  cannon,  and  burnt  the  barge, 
the  other  barges  seeing  this  disaster,  and  knowing  there  were 
British  troops  here,  ran  off.  This  is,  perhaps,  one  of  the 
most  brilliant  actions,  fought  by  Indians  only,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  tlie  war.      1  have,  &c. 

W.  M^KAY,  lieutenant-coloneU 
Lieut.-coL  M^Douall,  commanding  at  Michilimacioac. 

No.  40. 

From  lieutenanUcolonel  M^Douall  to  sir  George  Prevost, 

Sir,  Michilimacinac,  August  14,  1814* 

I .  have  reported  to  lieuteaant-general  Drummond  the  parti- 
culars of  the  attack  made  by  the  euemy  on  this  post  on  the  4th 
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Instant.'  My  situation  was  embarrassing.  I  Icnew  tbat  tiiey 
could  land  upwards  of  1000  men ;  and,  after  manning  the 
l^nns  at  tbe  fort,  I  had  only  a  disposable  force  of  140  to  meet 
them,  which  I  determined  to  do,  in  order  as  much  as  possible 
to  encourage  the  ladians,  and  having  the  fullest  confidence  in 
•ihe  little  detachment  of  the  Newfoundland  regiment.  The 
position  I  took  up  was  excellent,  but  at  an  unavoidable  and 
too  great  a  distance  from  the  forts,  in  each  of  which  I  was 
only  able  to  leave  95  militiamen.  There  were  likewise  roads 
upon  my  flanks,  every  inch  of  which  was  known  to  the  enemy, 
by  means  of  the  people  formerly  residents  of  this  island,  which 
were  with  them.  1  could  not  afford  to  detach  a  man  to  guard 
them. 

My  position  was  rather  too  extensive  for  such  a  handful  of 
men.  The  ground  was  commanding,  and,  in  front,  clear  as  I 
could  wish  it.  On  both  our  flanks  and  rear,  a  thick  wood* 
My  utmost  wish  was,  that  the  Indians  would  only  prevent  the 
enemy  from  gaining  the  woods  upon  our  flanks,  which  wouI4 
have  forced  them  upon  the  open  ground  in  our  front.  A  na^ 
tural  breastwork  protected  my  men  from  every  shot;  and  I 
had  told  them  that,  on  a  close  approach  of  the  enemy,  they 
nvere  to  pour  in  a  volley,  and  immediately  charge;  numerous 
US  they  were,  all  were  fully  confident  of  the  result 

On  the  advance  of  the  enemy,  my  6-pounder  and  3-pounder 
opened  a  heavy  fire  upon  them,  but  not  with  the  effect  they 
should  have  had :  being  not  well  manned,  and  for  want  of  an 
Artillery. officer,  which  would  have  been  invaluable  to  us.  They 
moved  slowly  and  cautiously,  declining  to  meet  me  in  the  open 
ground,  but  gradually  gaining  my  left  flank ;  which  the  In^ 
dians  permitted,  even  in  the  woods,  without  firing  a  shot.  I 
was  even  obliged  to  weaken  my  small  front,  by  detaching  the  Mu 
chigan  fencibles  to  oppose  a  party  of  the  enemy,  which  were 
advancing  to  the  woods  on  my  right.  I  now  received  accounts 
from  major  Crawford,  of  the  militia,  that  the  enemy's  two 
large  ships  had  anchored  in  the  rear  of  my  left,  and  that  troops 
were  moving  by  a  road  in  that  direction  towards  the  forts.  I^ 
therefore,  immediately  moved,  to  place  myself  between  them 
and  the  enemy,  and  took  up  a  position  effectually  covering 
them ;  frou)  whence,  collecting  the  greater  ^part  of  the  Indians 
who  had  retired,  and  taking  with  mc  major  Crawford  and 
about  50  militia,  I  again  advanced  to  support  a  party  of  the 
Fallsovine  Indians ;  who,  with  their  gallant  chief,  PhomaS) 
had  commenced  a  spirited  attack  upon  the  enemy  ;  who,  in  a 
short  time,  lost  their  second  in  command  and  several  other 
officers ;  seventeen  of  which  we  counted  dead  upon  the  field, 
besides  what  they  carried  off,  and  a  considerable  number 
f^ounded.    The  enemy  retired  in  the  utmost  haste  and  coiifu« 
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«kHi,  followed  'by  the  tiroops,  till  they  found  shelter  uiidcr  tkc 
▼ery  powerful  broadside  of  their  ships,  anchored  within  a  few 
yards  of  the  shore.  They  re-embarked  that  ereniog,  and  the 
Yosseb  immediately  hauled  off. 

I  hate  the  honour,  ice. 

R,  M^DOUALL,  lietttenant  coloiiel 
Hb  eieelleney  sir  George  Pretost,  kc 

No.  41. 

From  Ueuienant  Bulger  to  lieiUetwnimColonel  M  'DouaUm 

Sir,  Michilimacinac,  September  7,  1814. 

1  have  the  honor  to  report  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  cap- 
lure  of  the  United  States'  schooners,  Scorpion  and  Tigress,  by 
a  detachment  from  this  garrison,  under  the  command  of  lieute* 
iiant  Worsley,  of  the  royal  nayy,  and  myself. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders,  we  left  Miobilimacinac  on  the 
eyening  of  the  Ist  instant,  in  four  boats,  one  of  which  was 
manned  by  seamen  under  lieutenant  Worsley «  the  others  by  a 
detachment  of  the  royal  Newfoundland  regiment,  under  myself, 
lieutenants  Armstrong,  and  Radenherst*  We  arrived  near  the 
Detour  about  sun*set  on  the  following  day ;  but  nothing  was 
attempted  that  night,  as  the  enemy ^s  position  had  not  been  cor- 
recti)'  ascertained.  The  troops  remained  the  whole  of  the  3d 
instant  concealed  amongst  the  roads,  and  about  6  o'clock  that 
evening  began  to  move  towards  the  enemy*  We  had  to  row 
about  six  miles,  during  which  the  most  perfect  order  and  silence 
reigned.  The  Indians  which  accompanied  us  from  Machinac, 
were  left  about  three  miles  in  the  rear.  About  9  o'clock  at 
night  we  discerned  the  enemy,  and  had  approached  to  withim 
100  yards  of  them  before  they  hailed  us.  On  receiving  no 
answer,  they  opened  a  smart  fire  upon  us,  both  of  musketry 
and  of  the  ^.pounder.  All  opposition,  however,  was  in  vaun ; 
and  in  the  course  of  five  minutes,  the  enemy's  vessel  was 
boarded  and  carried,  by  lieutenant  Worsley  and  lieutenant 
Armstrong  on  the  starboard- side,  and  my  boat  and  lieutenant 
BadenhursCs  on  the  larboard.  She  proved  to  be  the  Tigress, 
jcommanded  by  sailing-master  Champlin,  mounting  one  long  24« 
pounder,  and  with  a  complement  of  30  men.  The  defence  of 
this  vessel  did  credit  to  her  officers,  who  were  all  severely 
grounded.  She  had  three  men  wounded  and  three  missing, 
supposed  to  have  been  killed  and  thrown  immediately  over- 
board. Our  loss  is  two  seamen  killed,  and  several  soldiers  and 
seamen  slightly  wounded. 

Dn  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  the  prisoners  were  sent  in 
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a  boat  to  Madiinae,  uader  ajgnard,.and.wi»prep^r€Ml'to  attacl^ 
the  olher  sdiooner^  which  we  imdenAood  waa  anohoted  15 
miles  further  down.  The  poiitioa  of  the  Tigress  was  Bot 
altered;  and,  the  better  to  carry  on  the  deception,  the  Ame^ 
riean  pendant  was  kept  flying;  On  the  5th  instant^  wedia* 
cerned  (he  enemy's  schootier  beadng  ap  to  us;  the  soldiers  I 
directed  to  keep  below,  or  to  lie  down  on  the  deck,  to  afoid 
beieg  seeo.  £Tery  thing,  succeeded  to  our  wish  ;  the  eneoij 
came  to  anchor  about  two  miles- from  aa  in  the  night ;  and,  as 
day  dawned  on  the  6th  instant,  we  slipt  our  cable,  and  ran 
down  under  our  jib  and  foresail.  Erery  thing,  was  so  well 
managed  by  lieutenant  Worsley,  t^at  we  were  within  ten  yards 
of  the  enemy  before  they  discovered  us.  It  was.  then  too  late; 
for,  in  the  course  of  fire  minutes,  her  deck  was  covered  with 
our  men^  and  the  British  flag  hoisted  over  the  American.  She 
proved  to  be  the  Scorpion,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Turner^ 
of  the  United  States'  navy ;  carrying  one  long  ^*ponnder  in 
her  hold,  with  a  complement  of  3^  men..  She  had  two  mea 
killed,  and  two  wounded*  I  enclose  a  return  of  our  kiUed 
and  wounded,  and  am  haj^y  to  say  that  the  latter  are  but 
slight. 

To  the  admirable  good  conduct  and  management. of  lieutenant 
Worsley,  of  the  royal  navy,  the  success  is  to  bo  in.  a  great 
measure  attributed  ;  but  I  must  assure  you,  that  ever^  officer 
and  man  did  his  duty, 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c« 

A.  H.  BULG£R, 
lieutenant  royal  Newfoundland  regiments 
To  lieutenant-colonel  M^Douall,  &c.  &c. 

Return  of  killed  and  wounded  of  the  troops,  employed  In  the  cap- 
ture of  the  United  States'  schooners,  Scorpion  and  Tigress,  on  thfe 
3d  and  6th  of  September,  1814. 

"Roifal  artillery ; — 1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

jRoyal  Newfoundland  regiment  i-^X  lieutenant,  6  rank  and  file^  woundecf. 

Officer  wounded. 

Lieutenant  Bulger,  slightly. 
Nf  B.  Three  seamen  killed. 


r*******^^^ 


No.  42. 

From  Sir  George  Prevosi  to  Earl  BathunU 

Head-quarters,  PJattsburg,  State  of  New  fork, 
Mt  Lord,  Sept.  11,  1814. 

Upon  the  arrival  of  the  reinforcements  from  the  Garonne,  I 
lost  no  time  in  assembling  three  brigades  on  the  frontier  of 
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Lower  Canada,  eztendiog  from  the  ri?er  Ricbelido  to  the  St 
Lawrence,  and  in  forming  them  into  a  di? ision  under  the  com* 
inand  of  major.general  De  Rottenburg,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  into  effect  his  rojal  highness  the  prince  regent's  com. 
mands,  which  had  been  conveyed  to  me  by  yonr  lordship  in 
your  despatch  of  the  3d  of  Jane  last. 

As  the  troops  concentrated  and  approached  the  line  of  sepa. 
ration  between  this  pf o? ince  and  the  United  States,  the  Ameri- 
can  army  abandoned  its  entrenched  camp  on  the  river  Chazy, 
at  Champlain  ;  a  position  I  immediately  seized,  and  occupied 
in  force  on  the  3d  instant.  The  following  day,  the  whole  of 
the  left  division  advanced  to  the  village  of  Chazy,  withoat 
meeting  the  least  opposition  from  the  enemy. 

On  the  5th,  it  halted  within  eight  miles  of  thb  place,  having 
"snrmonnted  the  difficalties  created  by  the  obstmctions  in  the 
road  from  the  felling  of  trees  and  the  removal  of  bridges.  The 
next  day  the  division  moved  upon  Plattsburg,  in  two  columns, 
on  parallel  roads ;  the  right  column  led  by  major-general 
Power's  brigade,  supported  by  four  companies  of  light  in- 
fantry and  a  demi.brigadc,  under  major-»general  Robinson  ;  the 
left  by  major-general  Brisbane's  brigade. 

The  enemy's  militia,  supported  by  his  regulars,  attempted  to 
impede  the  advance  of  the  right  column,  but  they  were  driven 
before  it  from  all  their  positions,  and  the  column  entered  Platts« 
burg.  This  rapid  movement  having  reversed  the  strong  position 
taken  up  by  the  enemy  at  Dead  creek,  it  was  precipitately 
abandoned  by  him,  and  his  gun-boats  alone  left  to  defend  the 
lord,  and  to  prevent  our  restoring  the  bridges,  which  had  been 
imperfectly  destroyed — 'an  inconvenience  soon  surmounted. 

Here  I  found  the  enemy  in  the  occupation  of  an  elevated 
ridge  of  land  on  the  south  branch  (bank)  of  the  Saranac, 
crowned  with  three  strong  redoubts  and  other  field  works,  and 
block-houses  armed  with  heavy  ordnance,  with  their  flotilla* 
at  anchor  out  of  gun-shot  from  the  shore,  consisting  of  a  ship, 
a  brig,  a  schooner,  a  sloop,  and  ten  gun-boats. 

I  immediately  communicated  this  circumstance  to  captain 
Downie,  who  had  been  recently  appointed  to  command  the 
vessels  +  on  Lake  Champlain,  consisting  of  a  ship,  a  br>g,  two 
sloops,  and  12  gun.boats,  and  requested  his  co-operation,  and 
in  the  mean  time  batteries  were  constructed  for  the  guns 
brought  from  the  rear. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  our  flotilla  was  seen  over  the 
isthmus   which  joins   Cumberland.head   with    the    main-land, 

*  The  Saratoga,  26  guns;  Surprise,  20  guns;  Thuodcrer,  16  gUDs ; 
Prfble,  7  guns;   lOgHnhoat*,  14  euns. 

f  The  Cot)fianre,'S6  guns :  Lionet,  ISgooB;  Broke,  IQguosi^  SibannoD> 
to  gttos.s  IS  guo-boats,  IQ  ^uns. 
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steering  for  Plattsburg  Bay.  I  immediaielj  ordered  that  part 
of  the  brigade  under  major-general  Robinson,  which  had  been 
brought  forward, 'consisting  of  our  light  infantry  companies, 
third  battalion  97th  and  76th  regiments,  and  major-general 
Power's  brigade,  consisting  of  the  third,  fifth,  and  the  first  bat- 
talion of  the  27th  and  58th  regiments,  to  force  the  fords  of  the 
Saranac,  and  adrance,  provided  with  scaling-ladders,  to  escalade 
the  enemy's  works  upon  the  heights;  this  force  was  placed  under 
the  command  of  major-general  Robinson.  The  batteries  opened 
their  fire  the  instant  the  ships  engaged. 

It  is  now  with  deep  concern  1  inform  your  lordship,  that  not- 
withstanding the  intrepid  valor  with  which  captain  Downie 
led  his  flotilla  into  action,  my  most  sanguinary  hopf  s  of  com- 
plete success  were,  not  long  afterwards,  blasted,  by  a  com« 
bination,  as  appeared  to  us,  of  unfortunate  events,  to  which 
naval  warfare  is  peculiarly  exposed.  Scarcely  had  his  majesty^s 
troops  forced  a  passage  across  the  Saranac,  and  ascended  the 
height  on  which  stand  the  enemy's  works,  when  I  had.  the 
extreme  mortification  to  hear  the  shout  of  victory  from  the 
enemy'^s  workf^in  consequence  of  the  British  flag  being  lowered 
on  board  theConfiance  and  Linnet,  an^ to  see  our  gun-boats 
seeking  their  safety  in  flight.  This  unlooked-for  event  de« 
prived  me  of  the  co-operation  of  the  fleet,  without  which  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  service  was  become  impracticable,  I 
did  not  hesitate  to  arrest  the  course  of  the  troops  advancing  to 
the  attack,  because  the  most  complete  success  would  have  been 
unavailing,  and  the  possession  of  the  enemy's  works  ofl^ered  no 
advantage  to  compensate  for  the  loss  we  must  have  sustained  in 
acquiring  possession  of  them. 

I  have  ordered  the  batteries  to  be  dismantled,  the  guns  with- 
drawn, and  the  baggage,  with  the  wounded  men  who  can  be 
removed,  to  be  sent  to  the  rear,  in  order  that  the  troops  may 
return  to  Chazy  to-morrow,  and  on  the  following  day  to 
Champlain,  where  I  propose  to  halt  until  1  have  ascertained 
the  use  the  enemy  propose  making  of  the  naval  ascendancy 
they  have^acquired  on  Lake  Champlain. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  returns  of  the  lost 
sustained  by  the  left  division  of  this  army  in  its  advance  to 
Plattsburg,  and  in  forcing  a  passage  across  the  river  Saranac. 

1  have  the  the  honor,  &c. 

.    GEORGE  PilEVOST. 
Earl  Bathurst,  &c. 
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No.  43. 

JU/um  of  killed^  wounded^  and  missingy  of  the  Itfi  divition^ 
under  the  command  of  major-general  De  AoUemburg^^  in 
action  with  the  enem^from  the  6th  to  the  I4th  of  Septemier^ 
inclusive. 

General  itaff; — 1  general  staff,  wounded. 

19tk  light  dragoons ;  1  rank  and  file^  3  horses^  wounded  ;  5  rank  and 
file,  6  horses,  missing* 

Ro^l  arHllefy;  1  Serjeant,  1  rank  and  file,  1  iKMrse,  killed  ;  3  rank 
and  file,  woundeid. 

Sd  foot  ;-r-l  captain,  1  ensign,  killed ;  4  lieutenants,  1  serjeant,  34 

rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  2  rank  and  file  missings 

Sthfoot ;— 1  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  rank  and  file,  wounded* 

Sthfootf  2d  battalion  I'-^l  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

ISthfoot ;— 9  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

27th foot,  1st  battalion ;— '3  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  Serjeant,  13  rank 
and  file^  wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file,  missing. 

97th  foot,  3d  battalion  ;^l  Serjeant,  3  rank  and  file,  killed;  3  Ser- 
jeants, 1 1  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  4  rank  and  file,  missiog. 

49lhfoot ; — 3  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

bSthfbiU ;  4  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  1  serjeant, 
39  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

76th  foot  ;-^1  captain,  1  Serjeant,  10  rank  and  file,  killed  :  3  rank 
atid  file,  wounded ;  3  lieutenants,  3  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  30  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

BBthfoot ;— >9  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

De  Meuron^s  regiment ;— 1  serjeant,  5  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  serjeant, 
14  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  0  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Canadian  chasseurs ;— >4  rank  and  file,  killed;  10  rank  and  file,  wound- 
ed ;  1  lieutenant,  7  rank  and  file,  missing. 

^9thfooti — 1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
Total;— »8  captaine,  1  ensign,  4  Serjeants,   SO  rank  and   file,  1 
horse,  killed  ;  1  general  staff,  1  captain,  6  lieutenants,  7  ser> 
jeants,  135  rank  and  file,  2  horses,  wounded ;  4  Ueatenants,  3 
Serjeants,  \  drummer,  48  rank  and  file,  6  lioraes,  missing. 

Names  of  officers,  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

KiUed'^Zdfpot ;— Captain  (brevet  lieutenant-colonel)  I.  \Villington, 
ensign  J.  Chapman. 
76th  foot ; — Captain  J.  Purchase. 

Wounded^^Oeneral  «fa/*;— Captain  T.Crosse,  aide  de  camp  to  ma* 
jur-general  De  Rottenburg,  slightly. 

3d  foot ;— Lieutenant  R.  Kingsbura,  severely;  (since  dead  ;)  lieute- 
nant J.  West,  severely  ;  lieutenants  G.  Benson,  and  J.  Plorue,  slightly* 

5BthJho4  ;— Oaptain-  L.  Westropp,  severely  ;  lieutenant  C.  Brokier, 
slightly  ;  lieutenant  and  adjutant '         Lewis,  slightly. 

^issing'-^76th  foot  ;<—  Lieutenants  G.  Hutch,  G.  Ogilvie,  and  £• 
Marchinj^ton. 
Canadian  cAiUscvri  ^-^Lieutenant  E.  Vigneau.. 

EDWARD  BAYNES, 
AdjuUmt-gencral  North  America. 
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No.  44. 

From  sir  James  Lucas  Yeo  to  Mr.  Croker^ 

H.  M.  S.  St.  T^wrence,  Kingston, 
Sir,  September  24,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit,  for  the  information  of  the 
lords  commissioners  of  the  admiral tj,  a  copy  of  a  letter  from' 
captain  Pring,  late  commander  of  his  majesty's  brig  Linnet. 

It  appears  to  me,  and  I  hare  good  reason  to  beliere,  that 
captain  JOownie  was  urged,  and  his  ship  hurried  into  action, 
before  she  was  in  a  fit  state  to  meet  the  enemy. 

I  ain  also  of  opinion,  that  there  was  not  the  least  necessity 
for  our  squadron  giving  the  enemy  such  decided  adfantagcs, 
by  going  into  their  bay  to  engage  them.  Even  had  they  been 
successful,  it  would  not  in  the  least  have  assisted  the  troops  in 
storming  the  batteries ;  whereas,  had  our  troops  taken  their 
batteries  first,  it  would  have  obliged  the  enemy's  squadron  to 
quit  the  bay,  and  give  ours  a  fair  chance.  ' 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  &c. 

JAMES  LUCAS  YEO, 
Commmodore  and  commander  In  chief* 
J.  W.  Croker,  esq,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  45. 

From  rnqfor^general  Macombe  to  the  American  secretary  ai 

war*  ^ 

Sir,  Plattsburg,  Sept.  15,  1814. 

The  governor.gcneral  of  the  Canadas,  sir  George  Prevost, 
having  collected  all  the  disposable  force  in  Lower  Canada,  with 
a  view  of  conquering  the  country  as  far  as  Crown  Point,  an^ 
Ticonderago,  entered  the  territories  of  the  United  States  on 
the  1st  of  the  month,  and  occupied  the  village  of  Champlain: 
there  he  avowed  his  intentions,  and  issued  orders  and  proclamai^ 
tions,  tending  to  dissuade  the  people  from  their  allegiance,  and 
inviting  them  to  furnish  his  army  with  provisions,  lie  immedi* 
ately  began  to  impress  the  waggons  and  teams  in  the  vicinity, 
and  loaded  them  with  his  heavy  baggage  and  stores*  From  this, 
1  was  persuaded  he  intended  to  attack  this  place.  I  had  but 
just  returned  from  the  lines,  where  I  had  commanded  a  fine 
brigade,  which  was  broken  up  to  form  the  division  under 
majpr^eneral  Izard,   and  ordered  to  the  westward.     Being 
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senior  officer,  he  left  me  in  command ;  and,  except  the  four 
companies  of  the  6th  regiment,  I  had  not  an  organized  batta- 
lion among  those  remaining.  The  garrison  was  composed  of 
convalescents  and  recmits  of  the  new  regiments,  all  in  the 
greatest  confusioni  as  well  at  the  ordnance  and  stores,  and  the 
works  in  no  state  of  defence.  To  create  an  emulation  and  zeal 
4mong  the  officers  and  men  in  completing  the  works,  I  divided 
them  into  detachments,  and  placed  them  near  the  several  forts ; 
declaring  in  orders,  that  each  detachment  was  the  garrison  of 
its  own  work^  and  bound  to  defend  it  to  the  last  extremity. 
The  enemy  advanced  cautiously  and  by  short  marches,  and  our 
soldiers  worked  day  and  night,  so  that  by  the  time  he  made  his 
appearance  before  the  place  we  were  prepared  to  receive  hhn. 
General  Izard  named  the  principal  work  Fort-Moreaii ;  and, 

r  remind  the  troops  of  the  actions  of  their  brave  countrymen, 
called  the  redoubt  on  the  right  Fort- Brown,  and  that  on  the 
left  Fort-Scott.  Besides  these  three  works,  we  had  two  block* 
lK>nses  strongly  fortified.  Finding,  on  examining  the  retttma 
of  the  garrison,  that  our  force  did  not  exceed  1 500  effective 
men  for  duty,  and  well  informed  that  the  enemy  had  as  many 
thousands,  I  called  on  general  Mooers,  of  the  New  York 
i|iilitia,  and  arranged  with  him  plans  for  bringing  forth  the 
militia  en  masse.  The  inhabitants  of  the  village  fled  with  their 
families  and  effects,  except  a  few  worthy  citizens  and  some  boys, 
who  formed  themselves  into  a  party,  received  rifles,  and  were 
exceedingly  useful.  By  the  4th  of  the  month,  general  Mooers 
collected  about  700  militia,  and  advanced  seven  miles  on  the 
Beckman-town  road,  to  watdi  the  motions  of  the  enemy,  and 
to  skirmish  with  him  as  he  advanced ;  also  to  obstruct  the  roads 
with  fallen  ireeS)  and  to  break  up  the  bridges.  On  the  lake« 
roa^  at  Dead  creek  bridge,  I  posted  200  men,  under  captain 
Sproul,  of  the  13th  regiment,  with  orders  toabattis  the  woods, 
to  place  obstructions  in  the  road,  and  to  fortify  himself :  to 
this  party  I  added  two  field-pieces*  In  advance  of  that  posi- 
tion was  lientenant-colond  Appling,  with  1 10  riflemen,  watch- 
ing the  movements  of  the  enemy,  and  procuring  intelligence. 
It  was  ascertained,  that  before  day- light  on  the  6th,  the  enemy 
would  advance  in  two  columns,  on  the  two  roads  before  men. 
Honed,  dividing  at  Sampson's  a  little  below  Chazy  village.  The 
column  on  the  Beckman-town  road  proceeded  tnost  rapidly ; 
Ihe  militia  sSurmished  with  his  advanced  parties,  Imd  except  a 
Ibw  brave  men,  fell  back  most  precipitately  in  th^.^^reatest 
disorder,  notwithstanding  the  British  troops  did  not  deign  to 
lire  on  them,  except  by  their  flankers  and  advanced  patroles. 
The  night  {Previous,  I  ordered  major  Wool  to  advance  with  a 
detachment  of  250  men  to  support  the  militia,  and  set  them  an 
•xample  of  firmness ;  also  oagtain  Leonard^  of  the  light-artil- 
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lery,  was  directed  to  proceed  with  two  piec^  to  hh  on  tli« 
ground  before  day ;  jet  he  did  not  make  his  appearance  until 
eight  o'clock)  when  the  enemy  had  approached  withiii  two 
miles  of  the  village.  With  his  conduct,  therefore^  I  am  not 
well  pleased.  Major  Wool,  with  his  party,,  disputed  the  roaA 
with  great  obstinacy,  but  the  militia  could  not  be  prerailed  on 
to  stand,  notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  their  general  and 
staffoofficers;  although  the  fields  were  divided  by  strong  stone 
walls,  and  they  were  told  that  the  enemy  coul<l  not  possibljr 
cut  them  oif.  The  state  dragoons  of  New  York  wear  teA 
coats ;  and  they  being  on  the  heights  to  watch  the  enemy,  gate 
constant  alarm  to  the  militia,  who  mistook  them  for  theeoemy^ 
and  feared  his  getting  in  their  rear 

Finding  the  enemy's  columns  had  penetrated  within  a  mile  of 
Plattsburg,  I  desrpatched  my  aidede  camp,  lieutenant  Root,  t* 
bring  off  the  detachment  at  Dead  creek,  and  to  Inform  lieuteti 
nant-colonel  Appling  that  I  wished  him  to  fall  on  the  enemy's 
light  flank.  The  colonel  fortunately  arrired  just  in  time  to 
laye  his  retreat,  and  to  fall  in  with  the  head  of  a  column  de* 
bouching  from  the  woods.  Here  he  poured  in  a  destructive 
fire  from  his  riflemen  at  rest,  and  continued  to  annoy  tho 
•nemy  until  he  formed  a  junction  with  major  Wool.  The 
field.pieoes  did  considerable  execution  among  the  enemy*! 
columns*  So  undaunted,  however,  was  the  enemy^  that  k^ 
Dever  deployed  in  his  whole  march,  always  pressing  on  ia 
column.  Finding  that  every  road  was  full  of  troops,  crowding 
on  QS  on  all  sides,  I  ordered  the  field-pieces  to  retire  across  tkn 
bridge,  and  form  a  battery  for  its  pro^tection,  and  to  cover  the 
retreat  of  the  infantry,  which  was  accordingly  done,  and  tho 
parties  of  Appling  and  Wool,  as  well  as  that  of  Sproul^ 
retired,  alternately  keeping  up  a  brisk  fire  until  they  got  undeir 
cover  of  the  works.  The  enemy's  light  troops  occupied  the 
bouses  near  the  bridge,  and  kept  up  a  constant  firing  from  th^ 
windows  and  balconies,  and  annoyed.us  much.  I  ordered  them 
to  be  driven  out  with  hot  shot,  which  soon  put  the  housed  lA 
&mes,  and  obliged  those  sharp-shooteis  to  retire. .  The  whole 
day,  until  it  was  too  late  to  see,  the  enemy's  light  troops  endenL 
▼cured  to  drive  our  guards  from  the  bridge,  but  they  suffered 
dearly  for  their  perseverance.  An  attempt  was  also  made  tf 
cross  the  upper  bridge,  where  the  militia  handsomely  droV# 
them  back.  The  column  which  marched  by  the  lake^road  was 
much  impeded  by  the  obstructions,  and  the  removal  of  the 
bridge  at  Dead  creek ;  and,  as  it  passed  the  creek  and  beach^ 
the  gallies  kept  up  a  lively  and  galling  fire.  Our  troops  bring 
now  all  on  the  south  side  of  the  Safanac,  I  directed  the  plankf 
to  be  taken  off  the  bridges  and  piled  tfp  in  the  form  of  brea^ 
works^  to  cover  cuf  parties  intended  for  disputing  the  passage^ 
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which  afterwards  enabled  us  td  hold  the  bridges  against  tery 
•nperior  numbers.  From  the  7th  to  the  14th,  the  enemy  was 
employed  in  getting  t>n  his  battering-train,  and  erecting  his 
batteries  and  approaches,  and  constantly  skirmishing  at  the 
bridges  and  fords.  By  this  time  the  militia  of  New  York  and 
the  volunteers  of  Vermont  were  pouring  in  from  all  quarters. 
I  advised  general  Mooers  to  keep  his  force  along  the  Saranac  to 
prevent  the  enemy's  crossing  the  river,  and  to  send  a  strong 
body  in  his  rear  to  harass  him  day  and  night,  and  keep  him  in 
continual  alarm.  The  militia  behaved  with  great  spirit  after 
the  first  day,  and  the  volunteers  of  Vermont  were  exceedingly 
serviceable.  Our  regular  troops,  notwithstanding  the  constant 
skirmishing,  and  repeated  endeavours  of  the  enemy  to  cross 
the  river,  kept  at  their  work  day  and  night,  strengthening  the 
defences,  and  evinced  a  determination  to  hold  out  to  the  last 
extremity.  It  was  reported  Chat  the  enemy  only  waited  the 
arrival  of  his  flotilla  to  make  »  general  attack.  About  e^ght  in 
the  morning  of  the  11th,  as  was  expected,  the  flotilla  appeared 
in  sight  round  Cumberland  Head,  and  at  nine  bore  down  and 
engaged  at  anchor  in  the  bay  off  the  town.  At  the  same  instant 
the  batteries  were  opened  on  us,  and  continued  throwing  borob- 
ihells,  shrapnells,  balls,  and  Congreve  rockets,  until  sun-set, 
when  the  bombardment  ceased,  every  battery  of  the  enemy 
being  silenced  by  the  superiority  of  our  fire.  The  naval  en- 
gagement  lasted  but  two  hours,  in  full  view  of  both  armies. 
.Three  efforts  were  made  by  the  enemy  to  pass  the  river  at  the 
commencement  of  the  cannonade  and  bombardment,  with  a 
▼iew  of  assaulting  the  works,  and  they  had  prepared  for  that 
purpose  an  immense  number  of  scaling-ladders.'  One  attempt 
to  cross  was  made  at  the  village  bridge,  another  at  the  upper 
bridge,  and  a  third  at  a  ford  about  three  miles  from  the 
works.  At  th^two  first  he  was  repulsed  by  (he  regulars-^at 
the  ford  by  the  brave  volunteers  and  militia,  where  he  suffered 
sererely  in  killed,  wounded,  and  prboners :  a  considerable 
body  crossed  the  stream,  but  were  either  killed,  taken,  or 
driven  back.  The  woods  at  this  place  were  very  favorable  to 
the  operations  of  the  militia.  A  whole  company  of  the  76th 
regiment  was  he/e  destroyed,  t^e  three  lieutenants  and  27  men 
prboners,  the  captain  and  the  rest  killed.  I  cannot  forego  the 
pleasure  of  here  stating  the  gallant  conduct  of  captain  M^Glassin, 
of  the  15th  regiment,  who  was  ordered  to  ford  the  river,  and 
attack  a  party  constructing  a  battery  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's 
line,  within  600  yards  of  Fort. Brown,  which  he  handsomely 
executed  at  midnight,  with  50  men ;  drove  off  the  working 
party,  consisting  of  150,  and  defeated  a  covering  party  of  the 
iMime  number,  killing  one  officer  and  six  men  in  the  charge,  and 
wounding  m^ny*  .At  dusk  the  enemy  withdrew  his  artUlerj 
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lf«m  the  bafterics,  aiid  raised  tbe  siege;  and  at  rfine,  under 
Dover  of  the  night,  sent  oiT,  in  a  great  hurry,  all  the  baggage 
he  could  find  transport  for,  and  also  his  artillery.  At  two  the 
next  morning  tbe  whole  army  precipitately  i^etreated,  leaving 
the  sick  and  wounded  to.  our  generosity ;  and  the  governor  left 
a  note  with  a  surgeon,  requesting  the  humane  attention  of  the 
commanding-general. 

Vast  quantities  of  provision  were  left  behind  and  destroyed ; 
also  an  immense  quantity  of  bomb-fihells,  cannon-balls,  grape-* 
shot,  ammunition,  flints,  &c«  entrenching*  tools  of  all  sorts, 
also  tents  and  marquees.  A  great  deal  has  been  found  gob* 
ceakd  in  ponds  and  creeks,  and  buried  in  the  ground,  and  a  vast 
quantity  carried  off  by  the  inhabitants.  Such  was  tlie  precipi. 
tance  of  his  retreat,  that  he  arrived  at  Chazy,  a  distance  of 
«ight  miles,  before  we  discovered  he  had  gone..  The  light 
troops,  volunteers,  and  militia,  pursued  immediately  on  learn- 
ing  of  his  flight,  and  some  of  the  mounted,  men  made  prisoners 
five  dragoons  of  the  IjQth  regiment,  and  several  others  of  the 
rear.guard.  A  continual  fall  of  rain  and  a  violent  storm  pre. 
vented  fuKber  pursuit.  Upwards  of  300  deserters  have  come 
in,  and  many  are  hourly  arriving.  We  have  huried  the  Britbfai 
officers  of  the  army  and  navy  with  the  honors  of  war,  and 
shewn  every  attention  and  kindness  to  those,  who  have  fallep 
into  our  hands.  The  conduct  of  the  officers,  non^-commissioned 
officers,  and  soldiers  of  my  command,  during  the  trying  Qcca- 
sion,  cannot  be  represented  in  too  high  terms. 

AlyEX.  MACOJilB. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  in  killed,  wounded^  prisonef^)  and 
deserters,  since  his  first  appearance,  cannot  fall  short  of  2500* 
.    Hon.  1.  Armstrong. 


<####»r#*####^*###' 


No.  46. 


From   major-general  De  Watteville^  to  lieutenafa'general 

Drummond* 

Camp  before  Fort.Erie, 
Sib,  Sept.  10,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  yon,  that  the  enemy  a.ttadLed, 
on  the  17th  in  tbe  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  our  posi^on 
before  FortrErie,  the  ^  brigade,  under  colonel  Fischer,  com- 
posed of  the  8th  and  de  Watteville's  regiments,  being  on  duty. 

Under  cover  of  a  heavy  fire  of  his  artillery  from  Fort«£rie, 
and  much  favored  by  the  nature  of  the  ground,  and  also  by  the 
^te  of  the  weather,  the  rain,faUiiig  in  torrents  at  the  moment 
of  his  approach,  the  enemy  sncijceeded  in.  tunuag  the  ^ight  of 
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our  line  of  piquets,  witkont  being  perceif  ed,  and  witb  a  Yeiy 
considerable  force,  attacked  botb  tbe  piqaets  and  snpport,,  in 
tbeir  iank  and  rear :  at  the  same  time,  another  of  tbe  enemy's 
eolnmns  attacked,  in  front,  the  piquets  between  No.  2  and  No. 
9  batteries,  and,  having  succeeded  in  penetrating  by  No.  4 
piquet,  part  of  his  foree  turned  to  his  left,  and  thereby  sur. 
rounded  our  right,  and  got  almost  immediate  possession  of 
No.  3  battery.  The  enemy  then  directed  his  attacks,  with  a 
▼ery  superior  force^  towards  No.  2  battery ;  but  tbe  obstinata 
resistance  made  by  the  piquets,  under  every  possible  disadvan* 
tage,  delayed  considerably  his  getting  possession  of  No.  t  huU 
tttj  ;  In  which,  however,  he  at  last  succeeded. 

As  soon  as  the  alarm  was  given,  the  1st  brigade,  being  neit 
ft>r  support,  composed  of  the  royal  Scots,  the  sid  and  8SHk 
regiments,  under  lieutenant-colonel  Gordon,  received  orders  t# 
narch  forward;  and  also  the  light  deml^brigade  under  lieate. 
tmnt-colonel  Pearson:  the  6th  Regiment  remaining  in  reserve^ 
under  lieutenant-colonel  Campbell.  From  the  Concessien- 
road,  the  royal  Scots,  with  the  80th  as  support,  moved  by  tbe 
new  road,  and  met  tho  enemy  near  the  block-h^uae,  oq  the 
Ipfght  of  No.  9  battery ;  whom  they  engaged,  and,  by-  their 
Heady  and  intrepid  conduct,  checked  his  further  progress. 
The  8^  regiment,  and  three  companies  of  tbe  6th  regiment, 
%ere  detached  to  the  left,  in  order  to  support  Nos.  1  and  i 
batteriei.  The  enemy  ha? Ing,  at  that  time,  possession  of  No.  2 
batterj,  and  still  pushing  (brward,  seven  companies  of  tbe  8^, 
under  major  Proctor,  and  the  three  companies  of  the  6th,  under 
major  Taylor,  received  directions  to  oppoee  the  enemy *is  forces, 
and  tmmedlatrly  charged  them  with  the  most  intredid  bravery^ 
driving  them  back  across  our  entrenchments ;  and  also  from 
No.  3  battery,  thereby  preventing  their  destroying  it,  or  da- 
maging  its  guns  in  a  constderal^  degree.  Lieutenant-colonel 
Pearson,  with  the  Glengarry  light  infantry,  under  lieutenant, 
colonel  Baitersby,  pushed  furwacd  by  the  centre-road,  and 
attacked,  and  carried,  with  great  gallantry,  the  new  entrench* 
tnaul^  the*  ia  ful^  possession  of  ^  eoem^. 

The  enemy,  being  thus  repulsed  at  every  point,  was  forced  to 
retire  with  precipitation  to  their  works,  leaving  several  prisoners, 
and  a  number  of  their  wounded  in  our  hands.  By  five  o'clock 
the  entrenchments  wel%  again  occupied,  and  the  line  of  fuquets 
established,  as  It  had  been  previous  to  the  enemy's  attack. 

I  have  th^  honor  to  enclose  a  return  of  cdsualties,  and  the 
report  of  the  officer  commanding  the  royal  artillery,  respecting 
the  damage  done  to  the  ordnance  and  the  batteries,  during  th^ 
tbne  they  were  in  the  enemy^s  possession. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bis,  &c. 

L.  DE  WATTEVIHB,  major-gen. 

I4aiit.i>g^nml  Dmteinond^  itt^ 
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No.  47. 

Return  of  catu^altiei  of  (he  right  diviiton  of  the  armyy  in  aetton 
with  the  enemy  ;  camp  before  Forjt'Eriey  Sept.  I7y  1814*  - 

iloya/ afh7/er^;— 9  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Additional  gunners^  De  Watteville^t  regiment;'^!  rank  and  file^ 
wounded ;  10  rank  and  file»  missing*  •« 

istf  or  royal  Scoti'f'-S  rank  «nd  file,  kiHed;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1 
lieutenant,  1  Serjeant,  30  rank  and  file,  wounded;  3  Serjeants^  15  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

tthfoot\ — 1  captain,  1  serjeant,  13  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieute* 
nant,  i  serjeant,  S5  rank  and  file,  woanded ;  1  strjeant,  10  raok  <nd 
file,  missing. 

Qthfool ;— >!  lieutenant,  1  Serjeant,  12  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  lieute^ 
oaat»  18  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  1  ensign,  8 
Serjeants,  63.  rank  and  file^  missine. 

8S£^ybo/ ;^ 2' Serjeants,  10  rank  and  file,  killed;  5  captains,  4  lien* 
tenants,  1  ensign,  5  Serjeants,  33  rank  and  file,  wounded;  8  rank  aD4 
file,  miising. 

89/A  fdot ;— -1  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  tietjeant,  2  rank  and  M^ 
woihided;  1  Serjeant,  19  rank  and  file,  missing. 

De>WMtt99ilUt9  regiment  ;^^l   iieatenant,  3  serjeaalSi  56  rank  and 
file,kilkd;  1  iieut^nant-celon^l,  1  paptain^  3  lieutenanbi|^,4  ^rjeanti^. 
I  dmminer,  26  rank  and  file,  wounded;  2  majors,  3  captains^  2  lienteb 
nants,  1  adjutant,.  1  assistant-surgeon,  9  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  14^ 
rank  and  file,  missing. 

Glengarry Vighlinfaniry  1-^3  rank  and  fite,  kitted;  1  seijeant,  it 
hink  ami  file,  wounded.  ^ 

Grmd'toral'^l  captain,  8  lieut^iaaM,  7  terjaaoti)  105  rank  and  fil^ 
killed;  3  lieutenant-colonels,  3  captains,  10  lieutenants,  1  ensi^  18 
Serjeants,  1  drammer,  147  rank  and  ^Iib^  wounded;  8  majors,  4  chap- 
lains, 3  lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  1  adjutant,  1  assistaot-surgeoD,  21  ier» 
jeantSy  2  drummers,  280  rank  and  nle,  missing^ 

Names  of  officers. 

Killed. 

6M/at>^;— 'Captain  R«  D»  Patterson* 

SMJ'ooI  ;— Lieutenant  Barston. 

De  Watleviiyi  regiment ;— LientenaBt  Pelliehodjr. 

Wounded. 

ilo^/ iScofs;--«tiieutenlmt-co]onel  J.  Gordon,  stverely;  lieuteottit  0* 
Eatled^,  since  dead. 

6M.^io<;-— lieutenant  Andrews,  sererely. 

8^ik.^if  {-—Lieutenant  Lowry,  severely* 
.  ^88<if/oo<;— Captain  L  M.  Wriftbt,  since  dead;  captain  £.  MarsiiaU, 
slightly ;  lieutenant  H.  Pigott,  W.  Mason,  and  Robert  Latliam,  se* 
▼erelj;  lieuteriant  G.  Harman,  slightly;  ensign  C.  langford,  simw 
dead. 
Bi  WMeeiH^  r€3gft}i#nf;HLMttMMiit«e61<Ml  Fischer,  teiu^i 
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captain  Mittelholzer,  severely ;  lieutenant  Ginginiy  severely;  lieatenaot 
Steiger,  slightly ;  lieutenant  La  Pierre,  severely. 

5/a^;— -Lieutenaut-colonel  Thomas  Pearson,  inspecting  Seld-officer^ 
severely. 

AfMsti?g->8<Ayoof;-— Captain  Bradbridge,  lieutenant  M*Nair»  ensign 
Matthewson* 

De  WattevilHi  regiffienf;— Major  De  Villatte,  major  Winter, 
wounded;  c<iptaiii  Zehendcr,  Hecken,  and  Steiger;  lieutenant  De 
Berry,  lieutenant  Hecken,  wounded;  adjutant  Therroet;  as&istant*8ur- 
geon  Gorbea* 

No.  48. 

From  lieutenant^colonel  Pilkington  to  lieuienani'-'general 

sir  John  C*  Sherbrooke. 

Moose  Island,  Passamaqaaddj  Baj^ 
Sir,  July  12,  1814. 

Having  sailed  from  HaHfax  on  the  5th  instant,  accompanied 
by  lieutenant-colonel  Nicolls,  of  the  royal  engineers,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  the  royal  artillery,  under  the  command  of  captain 
Dunn,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  your  excelLency,  that 
"we  arrived  at  Shelburne,  the  place  of  rendezvous,  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  7th  instant,  where  1  found  captain  sir  Thomas  Hardy, 
in  his  majesty's  ship  Ramillies,  with  two  transports,  h«Ting  on 
"board  the  10^  regiment,  uttder  the  command  of  lieutenant, 
colonel  Berries,  which  had  arrived  the  day  before.  I'idid  qot 
fail  to  lay  before  Sir  Thomas  Hardy  my  instructions,  ^d  to 
consult  with  him  the  best  means  of  carrying  them  into  exe- 
cution. 

As  we  concurred  in  opinion  that  the  success  of  the  enterprise, 
with'  which  we  were  entrusted,  would  very  materially  depend 
upon  our  reaching  the  point  of  attack  previotrs  to  the  enemy 
being  apprised  of  our  inteniions^  that  officer,  with  his  asccus- 
tomed  alacrity  and  decision,  directed  the  ships  of  war  and 
transports  to  get  under  weigh  early  on  the  following  morning ; 
and  we  yesterday,  about  3  o'clock'  P;M.,  an<^orcd  near  to 
the  town  of  Eastport 

On  our  approach  to  this  island,  lieutenant  Oats  (your  excel- 
lency's aide  de  can  p,  whom  you  had  permitted  to  accompany 
me  on  this  service)  was  detached  in  a  boat,  bearing  a  flag  of 
truce,  with  a'  summons,  (copy  of  which  is  transmitted,)  ad- 
dressed to  the  officer  commanding,  requiring  that  Moose  Island 
should  be  surrendered  to  his  Britannic  majesty.  This  proposal 
•was  not  accepted;  in  consequenipe  of  which,  the  troops,  which 
were  already  in  the  boats,  pulled  off  nndei*  the  su'perintendance 
'of  captain  Sehhoiise,  of  the  royal  n^vy,  whose  arrangemeiits  were 
aojudiciousj  as.toinsMre  asiK^cei^ul  istoe.    Biit^  preriousto 
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reaching  the  shore,  the  coloars  of  the  enemy  on  Fort-Sullivan 
were  hauled  down  :  and  on  onr  landing,  the  capitulation  was 
agreed  to,  of  which  the  copy  is  inclosed. 

We  found  in  the  fort  a  detachment  of  the  40th  regiment  of 
American  infantry,  consisting  of  six  officers  and  about  90  men, 
under  the  command  of  major  Pntman,  who  surrendered  them- 
selves prisoners  of  war. 

This  fort  is  situated  on  an  eminence  commanding  the  entrance 
to  the  anchorage,  and  within  it  is  a  block-house,  and  also  four 
long  18-pounders,  one  18-pQund  carronade,  and  four  field* 
pieces.  The  extent  of  the  island  is  about  four  miles  in  length 
and  two  in  breadth,  and  in  a, great  state  of  cultiration.  The 
militia  amount  to  about  260,  and  the;  population  is  calculated 
at  1500. 

We  have  also  occupied  Allen^s  and  Frederick  Island,  so  that 
the  whole  of  the  islands,  in  this  bay.  are  now  subject  to  the 
British  flag. 

It  is  very  satisfactory  to  n^  to  add,  that  this  service  has  been 
effected,  without  any  loss  or  casually  among  the  troops  em- 
ployed in,  it  -v 

To  captain  sir  Thomi^  Hardy ^  I  consider  myself  under  the 
greatest  obligations  ;  havuig  experienced  every  possible  co-ope- 
ration, with  an  offer  to  disembark,  from  his'  squad rom,  any 
proportion  of  seateen  or  marines  which  I  consider^ed  necessary. 

I  beg  to  acknowledge  my  thanks  to  you  in  allowing  your  aide 
de  camp,  lieutenant  Oats,  to  accompany  me  upon  this  service. 
lie  has  been  a  great  assistant  to  me,  and  will  hare  the  honor  of 
deKterhig  this  despatch^  He  has  also  iil  his  possession  the  colours 
and  standard  found  in  Fort-Sullivanf  *f    ^ 

I  have  the  honor,  to  be,  &c* 

A.  PILKINGTON,  lieut..col. 
Lieut. -general  deputy-adjutant-general. 

Sir  J.  C.  Sherbrook,  K.*  B. 

No.  40. 

Front  captain  Bdrdy^  ti.  N*  y  and  Heuimint^coloneil.Pitking forty 
to  the  American  comnidndef'  Oi  Moose  Island, 

On  bo«rd  of  -his  mpjesty 't  ship  Ramillies, . off 
Sib,  .    Moose  IsliMid^  July  11,  1814. 

\-  As  we  are  perfectly  apprised  of  the  weakness  of  the  fort  and 
garrison  nnder  y our  command,turid  your  inability  todefend  Moose 
Island  against  the  ships  and  troops  of  his  Britannic  maje&ty 
filaced  under  our  directions^'  we  Hrejnduced,  froni  thei  hmnane 
co^s^l^tioji  of  ^ToMinf  the  effuwoji  of  blood,  and  from  a  re- 
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|i(»rd  to  yon  and  the  inbabiUnti  of  ttio  island,  to  prerent,  if  in 
our  power,  the  distresMt  and  calamities  whidi  will  befall  them 
in  cafe  of  resistance.  We,  therefore,  allow  jtm  fife  minutes, 
from  the  time  this  summons  is  delivered,  to  decide  upon  an 
answer. 

In  the  erent  of  your  not  agreeing  to  capitulate  on  liberal 
terms,  we  shall  deeply  lament  being  compelled  to  resort  to 
those  coercive  measures,  which  may  cause  destruction  to  the 
town  of  Eastport,  but  which  will  altimatety  assure  us  possesnoa 
of  the  island. 

T.  M.  HARDY,  captain  of  H.M.S  RamlUies. 

A.  PILRINGTON,  lleut-col.  commanding. 

To  the  officers  commanding  the  United  States'  troops 

on  Moose  Island. 

No.  50. 

From  major  Putman  to  captain  Ilardy^  and  Heutetumi^ 

colohel  PUkingtotu 

« 

Gentlsmeit,  Fori  Snllif an,  July  11,  1814. 

Conformably  to  your  demand^  I  ha?e  surrmklered  Fort-Sul* 
)if  an  with  all  the  public  property. 

This  I  haye  done  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood  and  ia 
consideration  of  your  superior  forces.    I  am,  gentlemen,  ^c. 

P*  PUTMAN,  n%)or|  commanding* 

P.  S.  I  hope,  gentleman,  erery  respect  will  be  paid  to  the 
defenceless  inhabitants  of  this  island,  and  the  prirate  property 
of  the  officers.  "  P.  P. 

No.  51. 

Artide$  of  capiiuiation. 

Article  I.  The  officers  and  troops  of  the  Ui^ted  States,  al 
present  on  Mopse  island,  are  to  surrender  themselves  prisoners 
of  war,  and  are  to  delif  er  up  the  forts,  buildings,  arms,  ammo* 
nition,  stores,  and  effects,  ^itb  exact  inventories  thereof, 
belonging  to  the  American  government;  and  they  are'tiiereby 
transferred  to  bis  Britannic  majesty,  in  the  same  tnanner  and 
p09sesslon,  as  has  been  held  heretofore  by  tttt  AmerfcM 
goremment. 

Art.  II.  The  garrison  of  the  Island  shall  be  pHsotieri  of 
war^  nntil  r^uiarly  escbanged;  they  will  march  ii«t  altiH 


APPfiNDIX.  475 

fort  with  ihehonori  of  wmr,  and  pile  tbmr  ftrmi  at  snch  plact 
as  will  be  appointed  for  that  purpose ;  the  officers  will  be  per* 
mitted  to  proceed  to  the  United  States  en  their  parole. 


No.  52. 

Jteiurn  of  ordnance  and  stores,  found  in  Fori-SulUvanm 
surrendered  to  his  majesiif^s  forces  under  the  command  of 
tieutenant*colonel  Pilkington, 

Irongunti^fow  IS^undert,  with  stamding  carriiigeSi  tide  arms  ( 
two  unserviceable  9-puuQder8,  two  13-poiioder  carroiiade»  without 
I|ai:nage8. 

Braxx  guTur;— two  serviceable  and  two  unserviceable  light  6«pounderSy 
with  travelling  carriagesi  side  arms,  &c« 

Forty-twH)  paper  cartridges,  filled  with  aix  pounds  of  powder,  5  flannel 
ditto,  ditto;  3176  unserviceable inusket* bull  cartridges. 

Four  hundred  and  fiftj'-two  loose  round  IS^poonder  shot;  fifty-five 
18*pounder  grape  shot,  three  hundred  and  eighty-nioe  loose  roaad 
O*pouuder,  ninety-five  6-pounder  case  shot. 

Six  barrels  of  liorned  powder,  containing  one  hundred  pounds  each ; 
100  muskets,  with  bayonets,  belts,  slings,  and  complete  swords,  with 
belts,  scabbards,  &c. 

Seventy- two  incomplete  tents,  one  United  States*  ensign. 

W.  DUi^Nj  capt.  rojal  artillery  company. 

No.  53. 

From  lieuienant^generdl  sir  L  C.  Sherbrodke  to  earl  Bathurst* 

Cystine  at  the  entrance  of  the  Penobsco^ 
My  Loitn,  Sept  Id,  1814. 

I  haye  now  the  honor  to  inform  yonr  lordshig^  that  after 
closing  my  despatch  of  the  25th  ult.  in  which  I  mentioned  my 
intention  of  proceeding  to  the  Penobscot,  rear-admiral  Griu 
fths  and  myself  lost  no  time  in  sailing  from  Halifax,  with  snch  4 
iaaTal  forfce  as  he  deemed  necessary,  and  the  troops  as  pe|r 
inargin,  (tjz.  1st  company  of  royal  artillery,  two  rifle  compa* 
fties  of  the  7th  battalion  60th  regiment,  39th,  62d,  and  98th 
r^gimettts,)  to  accompany  the  object  we  had  in  tiew. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  30th  we  fell  in  with  the 
Rifleman  sloop  of  war,  when  captain  Ptorse  informed  m,  that 
ihe  United  States'  frigate,  the  Adams,  had  got  into  the  Penob* 
acot,  bnt  from  the  apprehension  of  being  attacked  by  ont 
cridsert^  if  she  reaaioed  at  the  entrance  of  thoriTefi  sheha4 
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rtio  ap  as  high  as  Harapdeii)  where  she  had  landed  her  guns, 
and  moaotfsd  them  on  shore  for  her  protection. 

On  leafing  Halifax  it  was  my  original  intention  to  have  taken 
possession  of  Machias,  on  our  way  hither,  but  on  receiyiug 
this  intelligence,  the  admiral  and  myself  were  of  opinion  that  no 
time  should  be  lost  in  proceeding  to  our  destination,  and  we 
arrived  here  very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  instant. 

The  fort  of  Castine,  which  is  situated  upon  a  peninsula  of 
the  eastern  side  of  the  Penobscot,  near  the  entrance  of  that 
river,  was  summoned  a  little  after  sun. rise,  but  the  American 
bfllicer  refused  to  surrender  it,  and  immediately  opened  a  fire 
from  four  24*pounders  upon  a  small  schooner  that  had  been 
aent  with  lientenant-colonel  Nichols  (commanding  royal  mgi- 
neers)  to  reconnoitre  the  work. 

Arrangements  were  immediately  made  for  disembarking  thft 
troops,  but  before  a  landing  could  be  effected,  the  enemy  blew 
up  the  magazine,  and  escaped  up  the  Majetaquadous  riyer,  car- 
rying off  in  the  boats  with  them  two  field- pieces. 
-  As  we  had  no  means  of  ascertaining  what  force  the  Ameri- 
eans  had  on  this  peninsula,  1  landed  a  detachment  of  the  royal 
artillery,  with  two  rifle-com panics  of  the  GOth  and  98th  regi. 
men ts,  under  colonel  Douglas,  in  the  rear  of  it,  with  orders  to 
secure  the  isthmus,  and  to  take  possession  of  the  heights  which 
command  the  town  ;  but  I  soon  learned  there  were  no  r^iilars 
at  Caatine,  except  the  party  which  had  blown  up  the  magazine 
and  escaped,  and  that  the  militia,  which  were  assembled  there, 
had  dispersed  immediately  upon  our  landing. 

Rear-admiral  Griffith  and  myself  next  turned  our  attention 
to  obtaining  possession  of  the  Adams,  or  if  that  could  not  be 
done,  destroying  her.  The  arrangement  for  this  service  having 
been  made,  the  rear.admiral  entrusted  the  execution  of  it  to 
captain  Barrie,  royal  navy,  and  as  the  co-operation  of  a  land 
force  was  necessary,  I  directed  lieutenant-colonel  John,  with  a 
detachment  of  artillery,  the  flank  companies  of  the  VOthj  62d, 
«nd :98th  r^gipaents,  and  one  rifle  company  of  the  6Qth,  tpiac- 
^ompany  and  cp^operate  with  captain  Barrie  on  this  pccasipn; 
Ilut  as  Hampden  is  37  miles  above  Castine,  it  appeared  to  me  a 
necessary  measure  of  precaution  first  to  occupy  a  post  on  the 
•western  bank)  which  might  afford  support,  if  necessary,  to  the 
fpr(^  going  up. the  river^  and  at  the  same  time  prevent  the 
armed  population,  which  is  very  nuu^erous  to  the  sontlLward 
and  to  the, westward,  from  annoying  the  British  in  their.opeira- 
tions  i^ainst  the  Adams. 

• .  Upon  inquiry,  1  foun^  jthat  Belfast,  which  is  Jipon  the  high 
road  leading  from  Ha|npdei;i  tp  Boston,  and  which  perfectly 
^mmapds  the  bridge,  .ws^s  likely  to  answer  both  these  jpur- 
poies,  apd  |. consequently  directed  majprrgeneral  Gbsseltn  to 
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occupy  that  place  with  the  29th  regiment,  and  maintain  it  till 
further  orders. 

As  soon  as  this  was  accomplished,  and  the  tide  served,  rear, 
admiral  Griffith  directed  captain  Barrie  to  proceed  to  his  desti- 
nation, and  the  remainder  of  the  troops  were  landed  that 
efening  at  Castine. 

Understanding  that  a  strong  party  of  milida  from  the  neigh, 
bouring  township)  had  assembled  at  about  four  miles  from  Cas« 
tine,  on  the  road  leading  to  Blue-hill,  I  sent  out  a  strong 
-patrole  on  the  morning  of  the  ^,  before  day«break ;  on  arriY« 
ing  at  the  place,  I  was  informed  that  the  militia  of  the  county 
was  assembled  there  on  the  alarm  guns  being  fired  at  the  fort  at 
Castine,  upon  our  first  appearance;  but  that  the  main  body 
had  since  dispersed,  and  went  to  their  respectiye  homes.  Some 
stragglers  were  however  left,  who  fired  upon  our  advanced 
guard,  and  then  took  to  the  woods  ;  a  few  of  them  were  made 
prisoners.  No  intelligence  having  reached  us  from  captain 
Barrie,  on  Saturday  night,  I  marched  with  about  700  men  and 
two  light  field.pieces,  upon  Buckstown,  at  three  o'clock,  on 
Sunday  morning,  the  4th  instant,  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
what  progress  be  had  made,  and  of  affording  him  assistance  if 
required.  This  place  is  about  18  miles  higher  up  the  Ponob. 
scot  than  Castine,  and  on  the  eastern  bank  of  the  river.  Rear, 
admiral  Griffith  accompanied  me  on  this  occasion,  and  we  had 
reason  to  believe  that  the  light  guns  which  bad  been  taken  from 
Castine  were  secreted  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Buckstown. 
We  threatened  to  destroy  the  town  unless  they  were  giyen  up, 
and  the  two  brass  3.pounders  on  travelUng.carriages  were  in 
consequence  brought  to  us  in  the  course  bf  the  day,  and  are 
now  in  our  possession. 

At  Buckstown,  we  received  very  satisfactory  accounts  of 
the  success  which  had  attended  the  force  employed  up  the  riyer. 
We  learned  that  captain  Barrie  had  proceeded  from  Uamptoa 
up  to  Bangor  ;  and  the  admiral  sent  an  officer  in  a  boat  from 
fiuokstown  to  communicate  with  him :  when,  finding  there  was 
no  necessity  for  the  troops  remaining  longer  at  Buckstown, 
they  marched  back  to  Castine  the  next  day.  « 

Having  ascertained  that  the  object  of  the  expedition  up  the 
Penobscot  had  been  obtained,  it  was  no  longer  neceisary  for 
me  to  occupy  Belfast.  I,  therefore,  on  the  evening  of  the  6th, 
directed  major.general  Gosselin  to  embark  the  troops,  and  to 
join  me  here. 

.  Machias  being  the  only  place  now  remaining  where  the 
enemy  had  a  post  between  the  Penobscot  and  Passamaquaddy^ 
bay,  I  ordered  lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington  to  proceed  with  a 
detachment  of  royal  artillery  and  the  29th  regiment  to  occupy 
it ;  and  as  naval  assistance  w;a8  required,  rear-admioilAGriffiftl^ 
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directed  captaia  Parker,  of  tke  Tcoedoa,  to  ce-opefale  wlA 
lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington  upon  this  occasion. 

00  the  morning  of  the  9th,  captain  Barrie,  with  lienteaant- 
colonel  John,  and  the  troops  which  had  been  employed  with 
him  ap  the  Penobscot,  returned  to  Castine.  It  seems,  tiia 
enemy  blew  up  the  Adams,  on  his  strong  position  at  Hampden 
being  attacked ;  but  all  his  artillery,  two  stands  of  coloiirs, 
and  a  standard,  with  seyeral  merchant  Tcssels,  fell  into  oaf 
hands.  This,  I  am  happy  to  say,  was  accomplished  with  lerf 
little  loss  on  our  part ;  and  your  lordship  will  peroelve,  by  tlu( 
return  sent  herewith,  that  the  only  officer  wounded  in  this 
affair,  is  captain  Grail,  of  the  29th  grenadiers. 

Herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  report^ 
made  to  me  by  lientenant.coIonel  John  on  this  occasion,  la 
.  which  yonr  lordship  Will  be  pleased  to  obserre,  that  the  lieuie* 
nant-colonel  speaks  yery  highly  of  the  gallantry  and  good  con* 
duct  displayed  by  the  troops  upon  this  expedition,  under  very 
trying  circumstances.  And  1  beg  to  call  your  lordship's  atten- 
tion to  the  names  of  those  officers  upon  whom  lientenant«colo4 
nel  John  particularly  bestows  praise.  The  enterprise  and  in* 
trepidity  manifested  by  lieutenant-colonel  John,  and  the  disci* 
pline  and  gallantry  displayed  by  the  troops  under  him,  reflect 
great  honor  upon  them,  and  demand  my  warmest  acknowledge 
moots;  and  I  have  to  request  your  lordship  will  take  a 
favourable  opportunity  of  bringing  the  meritorious  and  sac* 
cessful  services,  performed  by  the  troops  employed  on  this  occa* 
fion,  under  the  Tiew  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent. 

As  rear-admiral  Griffith  will,  no  doubt,  make  a  detailed 
feport  of  the  naval  operations  on  this  occasion,  I  forbest 
touching  upon  this  subject,  further  than  to  solicit  your  lonU 
ship's  attention  to  that  part  of  colonel  John's  report^  In  which 
he  ^^  attributes  the  success  of  this  enterprise  to  the  masterly 
nrrang«nents  of  captain  Barrie,  royal  navy,  who  conducted  It.'' 

1  have  much  pleasure  in  reporting  to  your  lordship,  that  the 
most  perfect  unanimity  and  good  understanding  has  prevailed 
between  the  naval  and  military  branches  of  the  service,  dnring 
the  whole  progress  of  this  exi)edltlon. 

I  feel  It  my  duty  to  express,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  great 
obligations  I  am  under  to  rear-admiral  Griffith,  for  his  jodi^ 
cious  advice,  and  ready  co-operation,  on  every  occasion*  Aad 
my  thanks  are  likewise  due  to  all  the  captains  of  the  ships  emm 
ployed,  for  the  assistance  they  have  so  willingly  afforded  the 
troops,  aad  from  which  the  happiest  results  have  lieeo  expc« 

rtenced. 

I  have  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  the  gallantry  and  good 
conduct  of  the  troops,  and  have  to  offer  my  thanks  to  major* 
general  ^osielin,  colonel  Douglas,  aad  the  conuaandiog;  offices^ 
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of  corps,  for  the  alacrity  shown  by  theni)  and  strict  discipline 
which  has  been  maintained. 

To  the  heads  of  departments,  mid  to  the  officers  of  the  ge* 
Qeral  and  of  my  personal  staff,  I  am  much  indebted  for  the 
sealoQS  manner  in  which  ihey  hare  discharged  their  respectire 
duties. 

Major  Addison,  my  military  secretary,  will  have  the  honor  of 
delifering  this  despatch.  He  has  been  with  me  daring  the  whole 
of  these  operations,  and  is  well  enabled  to  afford  your  lordship 
any  information  you  may  require. 

I  have  entrusted  the  colours  and  standard  taken  from  the 
enemy  to  major  Addison,  who  will  receive  your  lordship's  com« 
viands  respecting  the  further  disposal  of  them  ;  and  I  take  the 
liberty  of  recommending  him  as  a  deserving  officer  to  your 
lordship's  protection.  I  have,  &c. 

J.  C.  SHERBROOKE. 

N.  B.  The  returns  of  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  and  of 
artillery,  and  of  ordnance  stores  taken,  are  inclosed. 

s 

No.  54. 

From  lieutenant'-colonel  John  to  lieutenanUgeneral 

sir  J.  C  Sherbrooke, 

Bangor,  on  the  Penobscot  riyer. 
Sir,  Sept.  3,  1814. 

In  compliance,  with  your  excellency's  orders  of  the  Ist  in^ 
stant,  I  smledfrom  Castine  with  the  detachment  of  royal  artiU 
lery,  the  flank  companies  of  the  ^9th,  6^,  and  98th  regiments, 
and  one  rifle  company  of  the  7th  battalion  60th  regiment, 
which  composed  the  force  your  excellency  did  me  the  honor  to 
^lace  under  my  command,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with 
captain  Barrie,  of  the  royal  na?y,  in  an  expedition  up  this 
ri?er. 

On  the  morning  of  the  ^d,  having  proceeded  above  the  town 
of  Frankfort,  we  discoTered  some  of  the  enemy  on  their 
narch  towards  Hamden,  by  the  eastern  shore,  which  induced 
me  to  order  breveUmajor  Crosdaile,  with  a  detachment  of  the 
OSth,  and  some  riflemen  of  the  60th  regiment,  under  lieutenant 
Wallace,  to  land  and  intercept  them,  which  was  accomplished  ; 
and  that  detachment  of  the  enemy  (as  I  have  since  learned) 
wcnre  prevented  from  joining  the  main  body  assembled  at  Ham. 
-^n.  On  this  occasion  the  enemy  had  one  man  killed,  and 
•ome  wounded.  Major  Crosdaile  re-embarked  without  any 
loss.      We  arrived  off  Bald  Head  cove,  three  miles  dbtant 
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from  Hamden,  about  diie  o'clock  that  eyening,  when  captain 
Barrie  agreed  with  me  in  determining  to  land  the  troops  Imme* 
diatelj.  Having  discovered  that  the  enemy's  piquets  were  ad- 
vantageously posted  on  the  north  side  of  the  cove,  I  directed 
brevet-major  Riddle,  with  the  grenadiers  of  the  62d,  and  cap* 
tain  Ward,  wi(h  the  rifle  company  of  the  60th,  to  dislodge 
them,  and  take  up  that  ground,  which  duly  was  performed 
under  major  Riddle's  directions,  in  a  most  complete  and  satis- 
factory manner,  by  abont  sev^n  o'clock;  and  liefore  ten  at 
night,  the  whole  of  the  troops,  including  80  marines  under 
captain  Carter,  (whom  captain  Barrie  had  done  roe  the  honor 
to  attach  to  my  command,)  were  landed  and  bif  ouacked  for  the 
night,  during  which  it  rained  incessantly.  We  got  under  arms 
at  hye  o'clock  this  morning,  the  rifle-company  forming  the 
advance  under  captain  Ward;  brevet-major  Keith,  with  the 
light  company  of  the  6^,  bringing  up  the  rear,  and  the  detach, 
ment  of  marines,  under  captain  Carter,  moving  upon  my 
flanks,  while  captain  Barrie,  with  the  ships  and  gun-boatt 
under  his  command,  advanced  at  the  same  time  up  the  river,  on 
my  right,  towards  Hamden.  In  addition  to  the  detachment  of 
royal  artillery  under  lieutenant  Garston,  captain  Barrie  had 
landed  one  6.pounder,  a  5j|- inch- howitzer,  and  a  rocket  appa* 
ratus,  with  a  detachment  of  sailors  under  lieutenants  Symonds, 
Botely,  and  Slade,  and  Mr.  Sparling,  master  of  his  majesty*!, 
ship  Bulwark. 

The  fog  was  so  thick,  it  was  impossible  to  form  a  correct  idea 
of  the  featu  res  of  the  country,  or  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy , whose 
number  were  reported  to  be  1-100,  under  the  command  of  briga- 
dier-general Blake.  Between  bcven  and  eight  o'clock,  our 
skirmishers  in  advance  were  so  sharply  engaged  with  the  enemy, 
as  to  induce  me  to  send  forward  one-half  of  the  light  company 
of  the  29th  regiment,  under  captain  Coaker,  to  their  support 
The  column  had  nut  advanced  much  further,  before  I  disro^ 
vered  the  enemy  drawn  out  in  line,  occupying  a  very  strong  and 
advantageous  position  in  front  of  the  town  of  Hamden,  his  left 
flanked  by  a  high  hill  commanding  the  road  and  river,  on  which 
were  mounted  several  heavy  pieces  of  cannon  ;  his  right  eitend- 
ing  considerably  bej'ond  our  left,  resting  upon  a  strong  point 
d*appui^  with  an  18- pounder  and  some  light  field-pieces  in 
advance  of  his  centre,  so  pointed  as  completely  to  rake  the 
road,  and  a  narrow  bridge  at  the  foot  of  a  hill,  by  which  we 
were  obliged  to  advance  upon  his  position.  As  soon  as  he  per- 
ceived our  column  approaching,  he  opened  a  very  heavy  and 
continued  fire  of  grape  and  musquetry  upon  us ;  we  however 
soon  crossed  the  bridge,  deployed,  and  charged  up  the  hill  to 
get  possession  of  his  guns,  one  of  which  we  found  had  already 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  captain  Ward's  riflemen  In  advance. 
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The '  enemy's  firie  now  began  to  slacken,  and  We  poshed  on 
rapidly,  and  succeeded  in  dri?ing  him  at  all  points  from  Ms 
position  ;  while  captaiii  Coaker,  with  the  light  company  of  the 
29th,  had  gained  possession  of  the  hill  on  the  left,  from  whence 
it  was  discorered  that  the  Adams  frigate  was  on  fire,  and  that 
the  enemy  had  deserted  the  battery  which  defended  her. 

We  were  now  in  complete  possession  of  the  enemy's  position 
aboye,  and  captain  Barriie  with  the  gun-boats  had  secured  that 
below  the  hill.  Upon  this  occasion  20  pieces  of  cannon  fell 
into  our  hands,  of  the  naval  and. military  force,  the  return  of 
which  I  enclose ;  after  which  captain  Barrie  and  myself  deter* 
mined  on  pursuing  the  enemy  towards  Bangor,  which  place  we 
reached  without  opposition ;  and  here  two  brass  ^pounders, 
and  three  stands  of  colours,  fell  into  our  possession.  Briga« 
dier-geueral  Blake,  also  in  this  town,  surrendered  himself  p^« 
soner ;  and,  with  other  prisoners  to  the  amount  of  121,  wesQ 
admitted  to  their  paroles.  Eighty  prisoners  taken  at  Hamden 
are  in  our  custody.  The  loss  sustained  by  the  enemy  I  have 
not  had  it  in  my  power  correctly  to  ascertain  ;  report  states  it 
to  be  from  30  to  40  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Our  own  loss,  I  am  happy  to  add,  is  but  small ;  viz.  1  rank 
and  file,  killed;  1  captain,  7  rank  and  file,  wounded;  1  rank 
and  file,  missing.  Captain  GeU,  of  the  29th,  was  wounded 
when  leading  the  column,  which  deprived  me  of  his  active  and 
useful  assistance ;  but,  I  am  happy  to  add,  he  is  recovering. 

I  cannot  close  this  despatch  without  mentioning,  in  the 
highest  terms,  all  the  troops  placed  under  my  command.  They 
have  merited  my  highest  praise  for  their  zeal  and  gallantry ^^ 
which  were  conspicuous  in  the  extreme.  1  feel  most  particu* 
larly  indebted  to  brevet-major  Riddali,  of  the  62d  regiment^ 
second  in  command ;  to  brevet-major  Keith,  of  the  same  regi- 
ment ;  brevet-major  Croasdaile  and  captain  M^Pherson,  of  the 
98th;  captains  GeU  and  Coaker,  of  the  29th;  and  captain 
Ward,  of  the  7th  battalion  60th  regiment.  The  royal  artillery 
was  directed  in  the  most  judicious  manner  by  lieutenant  Gars- 
ton,  from  whom  I  derived  the  ablest  suppQrt..  1.  cannot  speak 
too  highly  of  captain  Carter  and  the  officers  and  marines  undet 
bis  directions^  He  moved  them  in  the  ablest  manner  to  the 
annoyance  of  the  enemy,  and  so  as  to  mieet  my  fullest  approval. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  zeal  and  perseverance  of  lieute- 
nants Symonds,  Botely,  and  Sladc,  and  Mr.  Sparling,  of  the  royal 
navy,  with  the  detachment  of  seamen  under  their  command. 

From  captain  Barrie  I  have  received  th^  ablest  assistance  and 
support ;  and  it  is  to  his  masterly  arrangement  of  the  plan  that 
I  feel  indebted  for  its  success.  Nothing  could  be  more  cordial 
than  the  co-operation  of  the  naval  and  military  forces  on  thii 
service  in  every  instance.  -^ 

VOL.    !!•  I  X 
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Captaia  CirnB|^9  of  the  royal  nary,  who  most  bandsomeFf 
Tolunteered  his  services  with  this  expedition,  was  in  action  wit^ 
the  troops  at  Hamden ;  and  I  feel  most  particularly  indebted  to 
him  for  his  exertions  and  the  assistance  he  afforded  me  on  this 
occasion.  I  am  also  greatly  indebted  to  lieutenant  Da  Chat^ 
let,  of  the  7th  battalion,  60th  regiment,  who  acted  as  major  of 
brigade  to  the  troops,  in  which  capacity  he  rendered  me  very 
essential  serrice.  I  hare  the  honor,  &c. 

HENRY  JOUN>  lieut-c^ 


No.  55. 

Return  of  ordnance  and  Hores  iakeni 

Castine,  Sept.  10,  1814. 
'   Cftmf ;— 4  iron  Si-ponnders^  27  iron  (ship)  IS-pounders,  4  13*poa» 
derSy  4  brass  S-pounders. 

Caniagts;^-^  traversing  34-pOQiiders,  8  standing  IS-poanders^  f 
travelliog  IS-pounders  with-  limben,  4  travelling  d-pounders  wkk 
limbers. 

Sponges ;— 8  24-pounder8y  20  18-poanders,  S  12*poanderSy  4  S-pona* 
ders. 

Ladles; — 2  24-pounders,  3  12-poanders,  1  3-pounder. 

Wadhooksi^t  24-pounder8y  3  12-poanders,  1  8-pounder*  ' 

Shot; — 236  reund  24-poander8y  500  round  18«pounders.  1  ammai 
aitioD-waggon,  1  ammunition-cart.  12  common  handspikes*  40  bar^ 
rels  of  powder.  .* 

Wads; — 20  24*pouBderft9. 70  18*pounders. 

N.  B.— The  magazine  in  fort  Castine  was  blown  up  by  the  enemy. 

The  vessel  on  board  of  which  the  powder  was,  ran  on  shore,  uA  thf 
whole  destroyed. 

'  Eleven  of  the  18-poooderB  were  destroyed  by  order  of  lieutenant* 
•olonel  John^  not  having  time  to  bring  them  off. 

GEORGE  CRAWFORD,  major, 
Ident-gen.  Sir  J*.  C.  Sherbrooke.         commanding  royal  artiL 
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^  ■ .' 

Return  of  the  kUkdj  teoundedj  and  mUsingj  in  the  e^mr 
alt  Hamden^  on  the  3d  of  September  j  1814,  with  the  force 
under  the  command  oj  Heutenantmcolonel  John^  QQth  regU 
ment* 

Kilkd,'^5t9ih  regiment  t-— 1  rank  and  file. 

Wounded — 9Qth  regiment ;— 1  captain,  2  rank  and  file.  > 

62(2  regent ;— 1  ran|c  and  file. 

98M  regiment ;— -4  rank  and  file. 

Missing'^Q^d  regiment; — 1  rank  and  file. 
'    Name  of  cfieer  wounded^1t9ih  regiment; — Captain  Gell,  severely 
(not  dangerously  j. 

A.  PILKINGTON^  Dep.^dj.-geiu 


1 


No.  57. 


from  UeutenanUcolonel  Pilkington  to  lieutenant'^eneral  sif^ 

J.  C*  Sherbrooke* 

StRj  Machtas,  Sept.  14,  1814. 

;  I  have  the  honor  to  acquaint  yoar  excellency,  that  I  sailed 
from  Penobscot  bay,  with  the  brigade  yoa  was  pleased  to  placed 
under  my  command,  consisting  of  a  detachment  of  royal  artil^-r 
lery,  with  a  howitzer,  the  battalion  companies  of  the  ^9th  regi«' 
ment,  and  a  party  of  the  7th  battalion  of  tlie  60th  foot,  on  the 
morning  of  the  9th  instant;  and  arrived  at  Buck's  harbor^ 
about  10  miles  irom  this  place,  on  the  followiiig  erening.  '-.■■- 

As  the  enemy  fired  several  alarm  guns  o|i  our  approachinjg* 
the  shore,  it  was  evident  he  was  apprehensive  of  an  atta<^  i  I 
therefore  deemed  it  expedient  to  disembarlL  the  troops  with  at 
little  delay  as  possible ;  and  captain  Hyde  Parker,  command- 
ing the  naval  force,  appointed  captain  Stanfcll  to  superintend 
this  duty,  and  it  was  executed  by  that  officer  with  the  ntmosC 
promptitude  and  decision. 

Upon  reaching  the  shore,  I  ascertained  that  there  was  only  » 
pathway  through  the  woods  by  which  we  could  advance  and 
take  Fort  O'Brien  and  the  battery  in  reverse;  and  as  thegons' 
of  these  works  commanded  the  passage  of  the  river,  npou^ 
which  the  town  is  situated,  I  decided  upon  possessing  ourselves 
of  them,  if  pracficable,  during  the  night.  ^ 
^  We  moved  forward  at  ten  o'clock  P.  M.  and,  after  a  most 
tedious  and  harassing  march,  only  arrived  near  to  the  fort  at  * 
break  of  day,  although  the  distance  does  not  exceed  five  miles. 

The  advanced  guard,  which  consisted  of  two  companies  of  the 
!l9th  regiment,  and  a  detachment  of  riflemen  of  the  60th  regi^ 
ment,  under  major  Tod,  of  the  former  corps,  immediately 
drove  in  the  enemy's  piqaets,  and  upon  pursuing  him  closely^ 
found  the  fort  had  been  evacuated,  leaving  their  colours,  about 
five  minutes  before  we  entered  it.  Within  it,  and  the  battery^ 
there  are  two  ^.pounders,  three  18-pounder8,  severar dis- 
mounted guns,  and  a  block-house.  The  party  which  escaped 
amounted  to  about  70  men  of  the  40th  regiment  of  American 
iafaniry,  and  30  of  the  embodied  militia ;  the  retreat  was  so" 
sapid  that  I  was  not  enabled  to  take  auy  prisoners.  I  unde« 
stand  there  were  a  few  wounded,  but  they  secreted  themselvet 
in  the  wood. 

Having  secured  the  fort,  we  lost  no  time  in  advancing  upoa 
Machias,  which  was  taken  without  aoy  resistance;  and  albo  two 
field. pieces. 

*  The  boats  of  the  squadron,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant 
^ouchier,  of  tb^  royal  jiavy,  and  the  royal  marines^  undttir' 

1  I  a 
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lieutenant  Welcliinaii,  were  detached  to  the  eastern  side  of  the 
rirer,  and  were  of  essential  ser?ice  in  taking  two  field-pieces  in 
that  quarter* . 

Notwithstanding  that  the  militia  were  not  assembled  to  aaf 
extent  in  the  yicinitj  of  the  town,  I  was  making  the  necessarj 
arrangements  to  advance  into  the  interior  of  the  country,  when 
1  received  a  letter  from  brigadier-general  Brewer^  commanding 
the  district,  wherein  he  engages  that  the  militia  forces  withia 
the  countj  ol  Washington  shall  not  bear  arms,  or  in  any  way 
serve  against  his  Britannic  majesty  during  the  present  war.  A 
similar  offer  having  been  made  by  the  civil  officers  and  princi* 
pal  citizens  of  the  county,  a  cessation  of  arms  was  agreed  upoui 
and  the  county  of  Washington  has  passed  under  the  dominion 
of  his  Britannic  majesty. 

I  beg  leave  to  congratulate  you  upon  the  importance  of  thi» 
accession  of  territory  which  has  been  wrested  from  the  enemy ; 
it  embraces  about  100  miles  of  sea-coast,  and  includes  that 
intermediate  tract  of  country  which  separates  the  province  of 
New  Brunswick  from  Lower  Canada. 

We  have  taken  26  pieces  of  ordnance,  (serviceable  and  un- 
serviceable,)  with  a  proportion  of  arms  and  ammunition,  returns 
of  which  are  enclosed ;  and  I  have  the  pleasing  satisfaction  to 
add,  that  this  service  has  been  effected  without  the  loss,  of  a 
man  on  our  part. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  expressing,  in  the  strongest  manner^ 
the  admirable  steadiness  and  good  conduct  of  the  29th  regiment, 
under  major  Hodge.  The  advance^  under  major  Tod,  are  also 
entitled  to  my  warmest  thanks. 

A  detachment  of  30  seamen  from  his  nugesty's  ship  Bacchante,, 
under  Mr.  Bruce,  master's  mate,  were  attached  to  the  royal 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Daniel,  of  thai 
corps,  for  the  purpose  of  dragging  the  howitzer,  as  no  other 
means  could  be  procured  to  bring  it  forward ;  and  to  their 
unwearied  exertions,  and  the  judicious  arrangement  of  tieute- 
Jiant  Daniel,  I  am  indebted  for  having  a  5^  inch  howitzer 
conveyed  through  a  country  the  most  difficult  of  access  I  ever 
witnessed. 

To  captain  Parker,  of  his  majesty's  ship  Tenedos,  who 
commanded  the  squadron,  I  feel  every  obligation ;.  and  I  can 
assure  you  the  most  cordial  understanding  has  subsisted  bet wef» 
the. two  branches  af  the  service. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  PILKINGTON, 

lieut-col.  dep.  adj,.gaD» 

To  lidttt-gen.  Sir  J,  C.  Sherbrooke,  K.  B*  Ac 
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'.  IteCiini  of  oHnance^  arms,  'ammunition,  &c.  taken  at  Machifts  by,  the 
troops  under  the  command  of  lieutenant-colonel  Pilkington,  11th 
September,  1814. 

Ordnance — Fort  O^Brien; — 2  18-pounders,  mounted  on  garrison  car- 
riages, complete;  1  18-pounder  carrbnade,  mounted  on  garrison  car- 
riage, complete;  1  serviceable  dismounted  S4-pounder ;  1  dismounted 
serviceable  18-pounder  carronade. 

Point  Battery  I'^Q  24-pounder8,  mounted  on  garrison  carriages, 
complete. 

£nst  Machias; — 2  brass  4-pounders,  mounted,  and  harness,  complete. 

Machias;~-^2  iron  4- pounders,  on  traveliini^  carriages,  complete;  5 
124-pounders,  10  18-pounders,  rendered  partly  unserviceable  by  tha 
«nemy,  and  completely  destroyed  by  us. 

Total—26. 

Arms; — 164  muskets,  99  bayonets,  100  pouches,  41  belt,  2  drums. 

Ammunition; — 20  barrels  of  serviceable  gunpowder* 

75  paper  cartridges  filled  for  18  and  24-pounders. 

2938  musket-ball  cartridges. 

3  barrels  of  grape  and  case-shot. 
.  553  round  shot  for  18  and  24-pounder8. 

6  kegs  of  gunpowder,  25lb8  each. 
'   ^33  paper  cartridges  filled  for  4-pounders. 

J.  DANIEL,  Iteut.  royal  artil. 

No.  58. 

From  rear-admiral  Griffith  to  vice-admiral  Cochrane, 

H.M.S.  Endymion,  offCastine,  entrance  of  the 
Sir,  Penobscot  riTer,  September  9,  1B14. 

My  letter  of  the  23d  of  August  from  Halifax,  by  the  Rover, 
^11  ha^e  made  you  acquainted  with  my  intention  of  accom« 
panying  the  expedition,  then  about  to  proceed  under  tho 
command  of  his  excellency  sir  John  Coape  Sherforooke,  K.B. 
for  this  place. 

I  have  now  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  I  put  to  sea  on 
the  26th  ultimo,  with  the  ships  and  sloop  named  in  the  margin,* 
and  ten  sail  of  transports,  having  the  troops  on  board,  and  ar. 
rired  off  theMetinicus  Islands  on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  where 
I  was  joined  by  the  Bulwark,  Tenedos,  Rifleman,  Peruvian, 
and  Pictou.  From  captain  Pearee,  of  the  Rifleman,  I  learned 
that  the  United  States'  frigate  Adams  had,  a  few  days  before, 
got  into  Penobscot;  but  not  considering  herself  in  safety  there, 
had  gone  on  to  Hamden,  a  place  27  miles  higher  up  the  river, 
where  her  guns  had  been*  landed,  and  the  position  was  fortify, 
ing  for  her  protection* 

Towards   evening,   the  wind  being   fair  and  the  w  cather 

*  DragoOy  Badymbo,  Baccbaoie,  and  Sjlph. 
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fayoraUe,  Ue  fleet  made  sail  up  the  Penobscot  B«jr,  ctfAiin 
Parker  in  the  Tenedos  leading.  We  passed  between  theMeti- 
nicns  and  Green  islands  about  midnight ;  and  steering  through 
the  channel  formed  by  the  Fox's  islands  and  Owl's  head,  ran 
,iip  to  the  eastward  of  Long  island,  and  found  eurselTes  at  daj^ 
light  in  the  morniog  in  sight  of  the  fort  and  town  of  C^tineb 
As  we  approached,  some  shew  of  resistance  was  made,  md  a 
few  shots  were  fired ;  but  the  fort  was  soon  after  abandoned  itid 
blown  up.  At  about  8  A.M.  the  men  of  war  and  transports  were 
anchored  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  peninsula  of  Castine^ 
and  the  smaller  yessels  taking  a  station  nearer  in  for  covering 
the  landing,  the  troops  were  put  on  shore,  and  took  possession 
of  the  town  and  works  without  opposition* 

The  general  wishing  to  occupy  a  post  at  Belfast,  on  the 
western  side  of  the  bay,  (through  which  the  high  road  from  Boston 
runs,)  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  off  all  communication  with 
that  8v*e  of  the  country,  the  Bacchante  and  Rifteman  werede- 
tached  with  the  troops  destined  for  this  service,  and  qu^et 
possession  was  taken,  and  held,  of  that  town,  as  long  as  was 
^thought  necessary. 

Arrangements  were  immediately  made  for  attacking  the  fri- 
gate at  Haroden,  and  the  general  having  proffered  every  military 
assistance,  600  picked  men,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant, 
colonel  John,  of  the  60th  regiment,  were  embarked  the  same 
afternoon,  on  board  his  majesty's  sloops  Peruvian  and  Sylph, 
and  a  small  transport.  To  this  force  were  added  the  marines  of 
the  Dragon,  and  as  many  armed  boats  from  the  squadron  as  was 
thought  necessary  for  disembarking  th^troops  and  covering  their 
landijig,  and  the  whole  placed  under  the  command  of  captain 
]Barrie,  of  the  Dragon  ;  and  the  lieutenant-colonel  made  sail  up 
the  river  at  6  o'clock  that  evening* 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  captain  Barrie's. account  of  his 
proceedings;  and,  taking  into  consideration  the  enemy's  force, 
and  the  formidable  strength  of  his  position,  too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  him,  and  the  of&cers  and  men  under  his  com* 
mand,  for  the  judgment,  decision,  and  gallantry,  with  which 
this  little  enterprise  has  been  achieved. 

So  soon  as  accounts  were  received  from  captdn  Barrie,  that 
the  Adams  was  destroyed,  and  the  force  assembled  for  her  pro« 
tection  dispersed,  the  troops  stationed  at  Belfast  were  embarked, 
and  arrangements  made  for  sending  them  to  take  possession  of 
i^achias,  the  only  place  occupied  by  the  enemy's  troops^ 
between  this  and  Passamaquaddy  bay«  I  directed  captain  Par. 
ker,  of  H.M.S.  Tenedos,  to  receive  on  board  lieutenanUcolonel 
Pilkingtun,  deputy.adjutailt-general,  who  is  appointed  to  com- 
mand, and  a  small  detachment  of  artillery  and  riflemen,  and  to 
take  under  iH|»  ^polnmand^e  BacdianU,  Riflamanji' and  Pictou 
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schooner,  and  proceed  to  the  attack  of  that  place;  He  sailed 
on  the  6th  instant,  and  most  likely,  by  this  time,  the  troops  are 
in  possession  of  it.  After  destroying  the  defences,  they  are 
directed  to  return  here. 

The  inhabitants  of  sereral  townships  east  of  this,  hare  sent  de- 
putations here  to  tender  their  submission  to  the  British  autho^ 
rity  :  and  such  of  them  as  could  giTe  reasonable  security,  that 
tiieir  arms  would  be  used  only  for  the  protection  of  their  per. 
sons  and  property,  hare  been  allowed  to  retain  them.  This 
indulgence  was  absolutely  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  the 
quiet  and  i(nofiending  against  violence  and  outrage  from  their 
less  peaceable  neighbours,  and  for  the  maintenance  of  the  peace 
and  tranquillity  of  the  country.  All  property  on  shore,  boni 
Jide  belonging  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  in  our  posses* 
sjon,  has  been  respected.  All  public  property,  and  all  property 
lufloat,  ha?e  been  confiscated. 

Sir  John  Sherbrooke,  conceiving  it  to  be  of  importance  that 
^e  government  should  be  informed,  without  delay,  of  our  sue* 
cesses  here^  has  requested  that  a  vessel  of  war  may  take  his 
despatches  to  England. 

I  have  in  compliance  with  his  wishes,  appropriated  the  M artiii 
for  that  service,  and  captain  Senhoase  will  take  a  copy  of  this 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  the  admiralty. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  &c. 

EDWARD  GRIFFITIU 
To  vice*admiral  the  hon. 
•ir  Alexander  Cochrane^  K.fi«,  &c. 


No.  59. 

N 

From  captain  Barrie  to  rear-admiral  Ghriffith* 

H.M.  sloop  Sylph,  off  Bangor,  in  the  Penobscot^ 
Sir,  September  3,  1814. 

Having  received  on  board  the  ships  named,  in  the  margin,^ 
a  detachment  of  20  men  of  the  royal  artillery,  with  one  5f-inch 
howitzer,  commanded  by  lieutenant  Garsten  ;  a  party  of  80 
marines  commanded  by  captain  Carter,  of  the  dragon;  the 
flank  companies  of  the  29th,  62d,  and  98th  regiments,  under 
the  command  of  captains  Gell  and  Caker;  majors  Riddall, 
Keith,  and  Croasdaile,  and  captain  Macpherson  ;  also,,  a  rifle 
company  of  the  7th  battalion  of  the  60th  regiment,  commanded 
by  captain  Ward  ;  and  the  whole  under  the  orders  of  lieutenant* 

•   H.  M.  8.  PcniviaD  aod  S^lph,  Drdf  on  teoder,  and  the  HarmonT 
transpoft. 
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colonel  John,  of  the  00th  regiment ;  I  proceeded,  agreeably  td 
your  order,  with  the  utmost  despath,  up  the  Penobscot.  Light 
Tariable  winds,  a  most  intricate  channel,  of  which  we  were 
perfectly  ignorant,  and  thick  foggy  weather,  prcYented  my  ar* 
Tiring  off  Frankfort  before  2  P.M.  of  the  2d  instant.  Here 
colonelJohn  and  myself  thought  it  advisable  to  send  a  message 
to  the  inhabitants;  and,  haying  received  their  answer,'  we 
pushed  on  towards  Hamden^  where  we  received  intelligence  that 
the  enemy  had  strongly  fortified  himself.  On  our  way  up,  se- 
veral troops  were  observed  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  making 
for  Brewer:  these  were  driven  into  the  woods,  without  any  loss 
on  our  side,  by  a  party  under  the  orders  of  major  Croasdaile, 
and  the  guns  from  the  boats.  The  enemy  had  one  killed,  and 
several  wounded. 

At  5  P.M.  of  the  ^d  instant,  we  arrived  off  BalPs.head  cove, 
distant  three  miles  from  Hamden.  Colonel  John  and  myself 
landed  on  the  south  side  of  the  cove  to  reconnoitre  the  ground, 
and  obtain  intelligence.  Having  gained  the  hills,  we  discovered 
the  enemy's  piquets  advantageously  posted  near,  the  highway 
leading  to  Hamden,  on  the  north  side  of  the  cove. 

We  immediately  determined  to  land  )  50  men,  under  major 
Riddall,  to  drive  in  the  piquets,  and  take  up  their  ground. 
This  object  was  obtained  by  7  o'clock ;  and,  notwithstanding 
every  difficulty,  the  whole  of  the  troops  were  landed  on  the 
north  side  of  the  cove  by  10  o'clock  ;  but  it  was  found  impossi- 
ble to  lapd  the  artillery  at  the  same  place.  The  troops  bivou- 
acked on  the  grciund  taken  possession  of  by  major  Riddall.  It 
rained  incessantly  during  the  night.  At  diEiy .break  this  morn- 
ing, the  fog  cleared  away  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  which 
enabled  me  to  reconnoitre  the  enemy  by  water  ;  and  1  found  a 
landing-place  for  the  artillery  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  from 
Ball'ii-head.  Off  this  place  the  troops  halted,  till  the  artillery 
were  mounted ;  and,  by  6,  the  >vhoIe  advanced  towards  Hamden. 

The  boats  under  the  immediate  command  of  lieutenant  Ped- 
ler,  the  first  of  the  Dragon,  agreeably  to  a  previous  arrange- 
ment with  colonel  John,  advanced  in  line  with  the  right  flank 
of  the  army.  The  Peruvian,  Sylph,  Dragon's  tender,  and 
Harmony  transport,  wertt  kept  a  little  in  the  rear  in  reserve. 

Our  information  stated  the  enemy's  force  at  1400  men,  and 
he  had  chosen  a  roost  excellent  position  on  a  high  hill.  About 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  the  Adams'  frigate, 
he  had  mounted  eight  IS.pounders.  This  fort  was  calculated 
to  con\mand  both  the  highway,  by  which  otir  troops  had  to  ad- 
vance, and  the  river.  On  a  wharf  close  to  the  Adams,  he  had 
mounted  fifteen  18-pounders,  which  completely^  commanded 
the  river,  which,  at  this  place,  is  not  above  three  cables' lengths 
wide,  and  the  land  ou  each  side  is  hii^h  and  well  wooded. 
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•.'  A  rocket-boat,  under  my  immediate  direction,  but  ma* 
nceuvred  by  Mr.  Ginton,  gunner,  and  Mr.  Small,  midshipman, 
of  the  Dragon,  was  advanced  almrf  a  qusrtw  of  a  mile  a-head 
of  the  line  of  boats. 

So  soon  as  the  boats  got  within  gun-shot,  the  enemy  opened 
his  fire  upon  them  from  the  hill  and  wharf,  which  was  warmly 
returned.  Our  rockets  were  generally  well-directed,  and  eyi- 
dently  .threw  the  enemy  into  confusion.  Meantime,  our  troops 
stormed  the  hill  with  the  utmost  gallantry.  Before  the. boats  got 
within  good  grape-shot  distance  of  the  wharf-battery,  the  enemy 
set  fire  to  the  Adams,  and  he  run  from  his  guns  the  moment  our 
troops  carried  the  hill. 

I  joined  the  army  about  ten^  minutes  after  this  erent.  Colpnel 
John  and  myself  immediately  determined  to  leave  a  sufficient  force 
in  possession  of  the  hill,  and  to  pursue  the  enemy,  who  was  then 
in  sight  on  the  Bangor  road,  flying  at  full  speed.  The  boats  and 
ships  pushed  up  the  ri?er,  preserving  their  original  position  with 
the  army.  The  enemy  was  too  nimble  for  us,  and  most  of  them 
escaped  into  the  woods  on  our  feft. 

On  approaching  Bangor,  the  inhabitantis,  who  had  opposed 
ns  at  Hamden,  ^hrew  off  their  military  character ;  and,  as  magi- 
strates, select  men,  &c»  made  an  unconditional  surrender  of 
-  the  town.  Here,  the  pursuit  stopped.  Aboi|t  two  hours  after- 
guards, brigadier-general  Blake  came  into  the  town  to  deliver 
bimself  as  a  prisoner ;  the  general,  and  other  prisoners,  amount- 
ing to  191,  were  admitted  to  their  parole. 

J^nclosed,  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  you  lists  of  the  vessels 
wc  have  captured  or  destroyed,  and  other  necessary  reports.  I 
am  happy  to  inform  you,  our  loss  consists  only  of  one  seaman, 
belongitig  to  the  Dragon,  killed ;  captain  Gell,  of  the  29th, 
and  seven  privates,  wounded;  one  rank  and  file,  missing. 

I  cannot  close  my  report,  without  expressing  my  highest  ad. 
miration  of  the  very  gallant  conduct  of  colonel  John,  and 
the  officers  and  soldiers  under  his  command  ;  for,  exclusive  of 
the  battery  before-mentioned,  they  had  difficulties  to  contend 
with  on  their  left,  which  did  not  fall  under  my  observation,  as 
the  enemy's  field-pieces  in  that  direction  were  masked.  The 
utmost  cordiality  existed  between  the  two  services;  and  I 
shall  ever  feel  obliged  to  colonel  John  for  his  ready  co-opera- 
tion in  every  thing,  that  was  proposed.  The  officer  and  men 
bore  the  privations,  insc|)erable  from  our  confined  means  of 
accommodation,  with  a  .  cheerfulness  that  entitles  them  to  my 
warmest  thanks. 

Though  the  enemy  abandoned  his  batteries  before  the  ships 
be  brought  to  act  against  them,  yet  I  am  not  less  obliged  to 
isaptains  Kippen  and  Dickens,  of  the  Peruvian  and  Sylph  ^ 
^pting-lieutenant  Pearson,  who  commanded  the  Dragon's  ten- 
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der ;  lieutenant  Woodin,  of  the  Dragon ;  and  Mr.  BtLnktif 
master  of  the  Harmon  j ;  thdr  zeal  and  indefatigable  ezertioiM 
in  bringing  np  their  Yeisels,  -thfough  the  most  intricate  naTiga^ 
Hon,  were  eminently  conspicuous.  Colonel  John  speaks  highly 
in  praise  of  captain  Carter,  and  the  detachment  of  rojral  ma« 
fines  under  his  orders ;  and  also  of  the  seamen  attached  to  thi 
artillery,  under  the  command  of  lieutenants  Simmonds,  Mot- 
ley, L.  State,  and  Mr.  Spurling,  master  of  the  Bulwark. 

I  haye,  on  other  occasions  of  service,  found  it  a  pleasing 
part  of  my  duty  to  commend  the  services  of  lieutenant  Pedler, 
irst  of  the  Dragon  ;  in  this  instance,  he  commanded  the  boat* 
part  of  the  expedition  most  fully  to  ray  satisfaction  ;  he  was 
ably  seconded  by  lieutenants  Perceral,  of  the  Tenedos,  and  Or. 
mond,  of  the  Endymion  ;  and  Mr.  Ansel,  master's  mate  of  the 
Dragon ;  this  last  gentleman  has  passed  his  examination  nearly 
five  years,  and  is  an  active  officer,  well  worthy  of  your  patron- 
age ;  but,  in  particularising  him,  I  do  not  mean  to  detract  from 
the  other  pet^-officers  and  seaman  employed  in  the  boats  ;  for 
they  all  most  zealously  performed  their  duty,  and  are  equally 
entitled  to  my  warmest  acknowledgments  I  am  also  most 
particularly  indebted  to  the  active  and  zealous  exertion  of  lieute^ 
Bant  Carn^e,  who  was  a  volunteer  on  this  occasion. 

I  can  form  no  estimate  of  the  enemy's  absolute  loss.     From 
different  stragglers  I  learn,  that,  exclusive  of  killed  and  mis- 
ting,  upwards  of  30  lay  wounded  in  the  woods. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ROBERT  BARRIfi,  capt  of  H.M.S.  Dragon. 

No.  60. 

CAPITULATION. 

Jo  attain  Hyde  Parker^-  commanding  the  naoal  force^  dnd 
UeutenanUcolonel  Andrew  l^ilkingtony  eommtmding  the  land 
force  of  his  Britannic  majesty^  now  at  Machias* 

Gentlemen, 
The  forces  under  your  command  having  captured  the  forts  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Machias,  and  taken  possession  of  the 
territory  adjacent  within  the  county  of  Washington^  and  the 
situation  of  the  county  being  such  between  the  Penobscot  river 
and  the  Passamaquaddy  bay,  as  fo  preclude  the  hope  that  an 
adequate  force  can  be  furnished  by  the  United  States  for  its 
protection,  we  propose  a  capitulation,  and  offer  for  ourselves^ 
and  in  behalf  of  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  brigade  within 
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ike  county  of  Washington,  to  give  our  parole  of  honor,  that 
)#e  will  not,  directly,  or  indirectly,  bear  arms,  or  in  any  way 
serve,  against  his  Britannic  majesty,  king  George  th&  Third, 
king  of  the  united  kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  his 
sussessors  and  allies,  during  the  present  war  between  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States,  upon  condition  we  have  your 
assurance,  that,  white  we  remain  in  this  situation,  and  con- 
sider ourselves  under  the  British  government  until  further  orders, 
we  shall  have  the  safe  and  full  enjoyment  of  our  private  pro. 
perty,  and  be  protected  in  the  exercise  of  our  usual  occu- 
pations* 

JOHN  BREWER,  brigadier-general  2d 
brigade,  lOth  division,  for  the  officers 
and  soldiers  of  the  3d  regiment  in  the 
said  brigade. 

JAMES  CAMPBELL,  lieutenant-colonel, 
commanding  1st  regiment,  2d  brigade, 
10th  division^- for. himself,  officers,*,  and 
soldiers,  in  the  said  regiment. 

These  terms  have  been  granted  and  approved  of  by  us, 

HYDE  PARKER,  capt.  H.M.S.  TenedM. 
A.    PILKINGTON,    lieutenant.^olonel^ 

commanding. 
Machias,  Sept.  13,  1814. 


^^«V»^#^#««S«^^'^ 
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List  of  vessels  captured  and  destroyed  in  the  Penobscot ^  and 
of  those  left  on  the  stocks,  as  near  as  I  am  able  to  ascertain. 

Captured  and  brought  ntDay\~^^  ships,  1  brig,  6  schooners,  3  sloopsi 

Destroyed  at  Hamden; — The  Adams  frigate,  of  26  guns,  IS-pounders, 
and  two  strips,  one  of  them  armed ;  barot  bj  the  enemy. 

Destroyed  at  Bangor;'^!  ship,  1  brig,  3  schooners,  and   1  sloop ; 
burnt  by  us. 

Loit  since  in  our  possession; — A  copper-bottomed  brig,  pierced  for  18 
guns,  and  the  Decatur  privateer,  pierced  for  16  ^uns. 

Note.— The  powder  and  wine  captured  at  HauuJen  were  put  on  board 
those  vessels. 

Lrfl  on  the  stocks  at  Bangor ;— 2  ships,  2  brigff,  and  2  schooners. 
At  Brewer; — 1  ship,  1  brig,  and  1  schooner. 
At  Arrinitton;^^!  ship,  one  schooner,  on  the  stocks. 

Left  at  Hamden;^-'!  ship,  1  Hermaphrodite  brig,  and  2  schooners; 
jHso,  1  brig  and  1  bchooKer  on  the  stocks. 

l^C  at  Fremford  on  the  stocks  ;'^1  schooner  and  some  small  craft. 

To  rear-admiral  Griffith.  R.  fiARRIE. 
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Return  of  ordnance  taken  from  the  enemy  on  the  3d  of  Sept  1814 

Taken  at  Hamden; — SS  iron  IS-pounders,  3  iron  12-poiinders;  41 
18-pounders  destroyed,  14  brought  awa^. 

Tukea  at  B/tngor,  and  brought  away ; — 2  S-pounder  brass  guns,  i 
iron  d-pounder. 

Total  brought  a«vay— 17. 

Embarked; — 1  aramunition  cart,  500  t8-poand  shot,  about  40 barreb 
of  powder,  and  a  quantity  of  wads,  &c.  &c. 

ROBERT  GASTEN,  lieut  royal  artiUeiy. 
Robert  Barrie. 

Return  of  small  arms  not  collected,  supposed  about  100. 

EDWARD  GRIFFITH. 


^#^#4Nr^^^##i»#H#^ 


No.  62. 

Prom  rear-admiral  Cockburn  to  vice-admiral  Cochrane. 

H.  M:  sloop  Manly,  off  NottiDghanii 
Sir,  Patuzent,  Aug.  27,  1814. 

.  .1  hare  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that,  agreeably  to  the  inten- 
tions I  notified  to  you  in  my  letter  of  the  ^U  instant,*  I  pro- 
ceeded by  land,, on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  to  Upper  Marl- 
borough, to  meet  and  confer  ^rith  major-general  Ross,  as  to 
our  further  operations  against  the  enemy ;  and  as  we  were  not 
long  in  agreeing  on  the  propriety  of  making  an  immediate 
attempt  on  the  city  of  Washington. 

In  conformity,  therefore,  with  the  wishes  of  the  general,  I 
instantly  sent  orders  for  our  marine  and  nayal  forces,  at  Pig- 
point'j  to  be  forthwith  moved  over  to  Mount  CalTert,  and  for 
the  marine-artillery,  and  a  proportion  of  the  seamen,  to  he 
there  landed,  and  with  the  utmost  possible  expedition  to  join 
the  army,  which  I  also  most  readily  agreed  to  accompany. 

The  major-general  then  made  his  dispositions,  and  arranged 
that  captain  Robyns,  with  the  marines  of  the  ships,  should 
retain  possession  of  Upper  Marlborough,  and  that  the  marine- 
artillery  and  seamen  should  follow  the  army  to  the  ground  it 
was  to  occupy  for  the  night.  The  army  then  moved  on,  and 
bivouacked  before  dark  about  five  miles  nearer  Washington. 

In  the  night,  captain  Palmer  of  the  liebrus,  and  captain 
Money  of  the  Traave,  joined  us  with  the  seamen  and  with  the 
marine-artillery,  under  Captain  Harrison.  Captain  Wain- 
w  right  of  the  Tonnant,  had  accompanied  me  the  day  before, 
as  had  also  lieutenant  James  Scott,  acting  first  lieutoiiant  of 
the  Albion. 

*  Jamti*!  Nav.  Occarr.  App.  No.  81, 
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At  day*lig1it,  on  the  morning  of  the  24tti,  the  major-general 
agidn  put  the  army  in  motion,  directing  his  march  upon 
Biadensbnrg;  on  reaching  M^hich  place,  with  the  advanced 
brigade,  the  enemy  was  obserTed  drawn  up  in  force  on  a  rising 
ground  beyond  the  town  ;  and  by  the  fire  he  soon  opened  on  us 
as  we  entered  the  place,  gave  us  to  understand  he  was  well  pro« 
tected  by  artillery.  General  Ross,  however,  did  not  hesitate  in 
immediately  advancing  to  attack  him;  although  our  troops 
were  almost  exhausted  with  the  fatigue  of  the  march  they  had 
just  made,  and  but  a  small  proportion  of  our  little  army  had 
yet  got  up.  This  dashing  measure  was,  however,  I  am  happy 
to  add,  crowned  with  the  success  it  merited ;  for,  in  spite  of 
the  galling  fire  of  the  enemy,  our  troops  advanced  steadily  on 
both  his  flanks,  and  in  his  front ;  and,  as  soon  as  they  arrived 
on  even  ground  with  him,  he  fled  in  every  direction,  leaving 
behind  him  10  pieces  of  cannon,  and  a  considerable  number  of 
killed  and  wounded ;  amongst  the  latter  commodore  Barney, 
and  several  other  officers.  Some  other  prisoners  were  also> 
talLen,  though  not  many,  owing  to  the  swiftness  with  which 
the  enemy  went  ofif,  and  the  fatigue  our  army  had  previously 
andergone. 

It  would,  sir,  be  deemed  presumption  in  me  to  attempt  to 
give  you  particular  details  respecting  the  nature  of  this  battle  ; 
I  shall,  therefore,  only  remark  generally,  that  the  enemy,  8000 
strong,  on  ground  he  had  chosen  as  best  adapted  for  him  to 
defend,  where  he  had  time  to  erect  his  batteries,  and  concert 
all  his  measures,  was  dislodged,  as  soon  as  reached,  and  a  vie* 
tory  gained  over  him,  by  a  division  of  the  British  army,  not 
amounting  to  more  than  1500  men,  headed  by  our  gallant 
general,  whose  brilliant  achievements  of  this  day  it  is  beyond 
my  power  to  do  justice  to,  and  indeed  no  possible  comment 
could  enhance. 

The  seamen,  with  the  guns,  were,  to  their  great  mortifica- 
tion,  with  the  rear-division,  during  this  short,  but  decisive 
action.  Those,  however,  attached  to  the  rocket*brigade,  were 
in  the  battle ;  and  I  remarked,  with  much  pleasure,,  the  pre- 
cision with  which  the  rockets  were  thrown  by  them,  under  the 
direction  of  first-Iieutenant  Lawrence,  of  the  marine-artillery. 
Mr.  Jeremiah  M^ Daniel,  master's  mate  of  the  Tonnant,  a  very 
flne  young  man,  who  was  attached  to  this  party,  being  severely 
wounded,  I  beg  permission  to  recommend  him  to  your  favorable 
consideration.  The  company  of  marines  I  have  on  so  many 
occasions  had  cause  to  mention  to  you,  commanded  by  first-Ueu- 
tenant  Stephens,  was  alio  in  the  action,  as  were  the  colonial 
marines,  under  the  temporary  command  of  captain  Reed,  of 
'  the  6th  West  India  regiment,  (these  compancs  being  attached 
to  the  light  brigade,)  and  they  respectively  behaved  with  their 
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Hccastomed  seal  and  braTcliy.  None  other  of  the'Doral  depArt- 
meiit  were  fortunate  enough  to  arrive  up  in  time  to  takethdf 
Ihare  in  this  baitl«,  excepting  captain  Palmer,  of  the  Uebms, 
with  his  aide  de  camp,  Mr.  Arthur  Wakefield,  midshipman  of 
that  ship,  and  lieutenant  James  Scott,  first  of  the  Altuon,  who 
acted  as  my  aide  de  camp,  and  remained  with  me  tlnritig  tht 
whole  time. 

The  contest  being  completely  ended,  and  the  enemy  haTivg 
retired  from  the  field,  the  general  gave  the  army  about  two  horns 
rest,  when  he  again  moved  forward  on  Washington.  It  was^ 
however,  dark  before  we  reached  that  city ;  and,  on  the  g^oe* 
tal,  myself,  and  some  officers  advancing  a  short  way  past  the 
first  houses  of  the  town,  without  being  accompanied  by  the 
troops,  the  enemy  opened  upon  es  a  heavy  fire  of  musketry^ 
from  the  capitol  and  two  other  houses ;  these  were  therefore 
almost  immediately  stormed  by  our  people,  taken  possession  of^ 
and  set  on  fire;  after  which  the  town  submitted  without  further 
resistance. 

The  enemy  himself,  on  our  entering  the  town^  set  fire  to  itm 
navy-yard,  (filled  with  naval  stores,)  a  frigate  of  the  largest 
class  almost  ready  for  launching,  and  a  sloop  of  war  lying  off 
it;  as  he  did  also  the  fort  which  protected  the  seiuapproadi  to 
Washington. 

On  taking  possession  of  the  city,  we  also  set  ire  to  tht 
president's  palace,  the  treasury,  and  the  wiw*.afffice;  and,  in 
the  morning,  captain  Wainwright  went  with  a  par^  to  sea 
that  the  destruction  in  the  navy.jrard  was  complete;  when  he 
destroyed  whatever  stores  and  buildings  had  escaped  the  flames 
of  the  preceding  night.  A  large  quantity  of  ammunition  and 
ordnance  stores  were  likewise  destroyed  by  us  in  the  arsenal ; 
as  were  about  200  pieces  of  artillery  of  different  calibres,  as 
well  as  a  vast  quantity  of  small-arms.  Two  rope* walks  of  a 
very  extensive  nature,  foil  of  tar*  rope,  &c.  situated  at  a  consi- 
derable distance  from  the  yard,  were  likewise  set  fire  to  and 
consumed.  In  short,  sir,  I  do  not  beKeve  a  vestige  of  publie 
property,  or  a  store  of  any  kind,  which  could  be  converted 
to  the  use  of  the  government,  escaped  destruction :  the  bridgea 
across  the  Eastern  Branch  aud  the  Potomac  were  likewise 
destroyed. 

This  general  devastation  being  completed  during  the  day  of 
the  25th,  we  marched  again,  at  nine  that  night,  ou  our  returui 
by  Bladensburg,  to  Upper  Marlborough. 

We  arrived  yesterday  evening  at  the  latter,  without  moles* 
tation  of  any  sort,  indeed  without  a  single  musket  having  been 
£red;  and  this  morning  we  moved  on  to  this  place,  where  ( 
have  found  his  majesty's  sloop  Manly,  the  tenders,  and  the 
boats,  and  1  have  hoisted  my  flag,  pro  temporey  in  the  foir^iec- 


appendix:.  49$ 

The  troops  will  probably  march  to-morrow,  or  the  next  day 
at  farthest,  to  Benedict  for  re-embarkation,  and  this  flotilla 
will  of  coarse  join  you  at  the  same  time.      .    , 

In  closing,  sir,  my  statement  to  yoa,  of  the  ardnous  and 
highly  important  operations  of  this  last  week,  I  have  a  most, 
pleasing  doty  to  perform,  in  assuring  you  of  the  'good  conduct 
of  the  officers  and  men  who  haye  been  iferrmg  under  me.  '  I 
kaye  been  particularly  indebted,  whilst  on  this  service,  to  cap^ 
tain  Wainwright  of  the  Tonnant,  for  the  assistance  he  hat 
inyariably  afforded  me ;  and  to  captains  Palmer  and  Moneyy 
for  their  exertions  during  the  march  to  and  from  Washington, 
To  captain  Nourse,  who  has  commanded  the  flotilla  during  my 
absence,  my  acknowledgments  are  also  most  justly  due,  as  well 
as  to  captains  Sulliyan,  Badcock,  Someryiile,  Ramsay,  and 
Bruce,  who  haye  acted  in  it  under  him* 

Lieutenant  James  Scott,  now  first  of  the  Albion,  has,  on 
this  occasion,  rendered  me  essential  services ;  and  as  I  have  had 
reason  so  often  of  late  to  mention  to  you  the  gallant  and  mcri. 
torious  conduct  of  this  Officer,  I  trust  you  will  permit  me  to 
idze  this  opportunity  of  recommetiding  him  particularly  to 
)rour  favorable  notice  and  consideration. 

Captain  Robins,  (the  senior  officer  of  marines  with  the  fleet,) 
who  has  had,  during  these  operations,  the  marines  of  the  ships 
united  under  his  orders,  has  executed  ably  and  zealously  the 
•eyeral  senrices  with  which  he  has  been  entrusted,  and  )9  entitied* 
to  my  best  acknowledgments  accordingly ;  as  is  also  captain 
Harrison  of  the  marine-artillery,  who,  with  the  officers  and 
tnen  attached  to  him,  accompanied  the  army  to  and  from 
Washington. 

Mr.  Dobie,  surgeon  of  the  Melpomene,  yolunteered  hia 
i>rofessional  services  on  this  occasion,  and  rendered  much 
assistance  to  the  wounded  on  the  field  of  battle,  as  well  as  to 
many  of  the  men  taken  ill  on  the  line  of  march. 

One  colonial  marine  killed,  1  master's  mate,  2  Serjeants,  and 
3  colonial  marines  wounded,  are  the  casualties  sustained  by  the 
oayal  department ;  a  general  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  of 
the  whole  army  will,  of  course,  accompany  the  report  of  the 
major-general.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

G.  COCKBURN,  rear-admiraL 
Yice-admiral  the  hon. 

Sir  A  Cochrane,  K.  B-  &c. 

P.S.  Two  long  6-pounder  guns,  intended  for  a  battery  at 
Nottingham,  were  taken  off,  and  put  on  board  the  Brunei  and 
•ne  taken  at  Upper  Marlborough  was  destroyed. 
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No.  63 

Front  major-general  Ross  to  earl  Baihurst. 

Toanant,  in  the  Pataxent, 
Mt  Lord,  Aug.  90y  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  your  lordship,  that  on 
the  24th  instant,  after  defeating  the  army  of  the  United  States 
on  that  day,  the  troops  under  my  command  entered  and  took 
possession  of  the  city  of  Washington. 

It  was  determined  between  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  and 
myself,  to  disembark  the  army  at  the  ^village  of  Benedict,  on  the 
right  bank  of  the  Patuxent,  with  the  intention  of  co-operadng 
with  rear-admiral  Cockburn,  in  an  attack  upon  a  flotilla  of  the 
enemy's  gun.boats,  under  the  command  of  commodore  Barney. 
On  the  20th  instant,  the  army  commenced  its  march,  haying 
landed  the  prcTions  day  without  opposition :  on  the  21st  it 
reached  Nottingham,  and  on  the  22d  moved  on  to  Upper 
Marlborough,  a  few  miles  distant  from  Pig  pointy  on  the 
Patuxent,  where  admiral  Cockburn  fell  in  with,  and  defeated 
the  flotilla,  taking  and  destroying  the  whole.  Haying  adyanced 
within  16  miles  of  Washington,  and  ascertained  the  force  of  the 
enemy  to  be  such  as  might  authorize  an  attempt  at  carrying  his 
capital,  I  determined  to  make  it,  and  accordingly  put  the 
troops  in  movement  on  the  evening  of  the  23d.  A  corps  of 
about  1200  men  appeared  to  oppose  us,  but  retired  after  flring 
a  few  shots.  On  the  24th,  the  troops  resumed  their  march,  and 
reached  Bladensburg,  a  village  situate  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
eastern  branch  of  the  Potomac^  about  five  miles  from  Wash- 
Ington. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  that  river,  the  enemy  was  discovered 
strongly  posfed  on  very  commanding  heights,  formed  in  two 
lines,  his  advance  occupying  a  fortified  house,  which,  with 
artillery,  covered  the  bridge  over  the  eastern  branch,  which  the 
British  had  to  pass.  A  broad  and  straight  road  leading  from 
the  bridge  to  Washington,,  ran  through  the  enemy's  position, 
which  was  carefully  defended  by  artillery  and  riflemen. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  being  made,  it  was  commenced 
with  so  much  impetuosity  by  the  light  brigade,  consisting  of  the 
S5th  light  infantry,  and  the  light  infantry  companies  of  the 
army  under  the  command  of  colonel  Thornton,  that  the  fortified 
house  was  shortly  carried,  the  enemy  retiring  to  the  higher 
grounds. 

in  support  of  the  light  brigade,  I  ordered  up  a  brigade  under 
the  command  of  colonel  Brooke,  who,  with  the  44th  regiment, 
attacked  the  enemy's  left,  the  4th  regiment  pressing  his  right 
with>uch  eflect,  as  to  cause  him  to  abandon  his  guns,    llis 
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first  line  giving  t^ay,  was  driTeti  on  the  second,  which,  yield, 
ing  to  the  irresistible  attack  of  the  bayonet,  and  the  well-di- 
dir^tcd  discharge  of  rockets,  got  into  confusion  and  iied^ 
leaving  the  British  masters  of  the  field.  The  rapid  flight  of  the 
enemy,  and  his  knowledge  of  the  country,  precluded  the  pos- 
sibility of  many  prisoners  being  taken,  more  particularly  as  the 
troops  had,  during  the  day,  undergone  considerable  fatigue. 

The  enemy's  army,  amounting  to  8  or  9000  men,  with  3  or 
400  cavalry,  was  under  the  command  of  general  Winder,  being 
formed  of  troops  drawn  from  Baltimore  and  Pennsylvania. 
His  artillery,  10  pieces  of  which  fell  into  our  hands,  was  com- 
manded by  commodore  Barney,  who  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner.     The  artillery  I  directed  to  be  destroyed. 

Having  halted  the  army  for  a  short  time,  1  determined  to 
march  upon  Washington,  and  reached  that  city  at  eight  o'clock 
that  night.  Judging  it  of  consequence  to  complete  the  destruo- 
tion  of  the  public  buildings  with  the  least  possible  delay,  so  that 
tlie  army  might  retire  without  loss  of  timc^  the  following  build- 
ings were  set  fire  to  and  consumed,— ^the  capitol,  including  the 
Senate-house  and  House  of  Representation,  the  Arsenal,  the 
Dock.yard,  Treasury,  War-office,  President's  Palace,  Rope- 
Walk,  and  the  great  bridge  across  the  Potomac  t  in  the  dock- 
yard a  frigate  nearly  ready  to  be  launched,  add  a  6loop  of  war, 
were  consumed.  The  two  bridges  leading  to  Washington  oyer 
the  eastern  branch  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy,  who 
apprehended  an  attack  from  that  quarter.  The  object  of  the 
-expedition  being  accomplished,  I  determined,  before  any  greater 
force  of  the  enemy  could  be  assembled,  to  withdraw  the  troops, 
and  accordingly  commenced  retiring  on  the  night  of  the  25th, 
Oh  the  evening  of  the  %9th  we  reached  Benedict,  and  re-em- 
barked the  following  day.  In  the  performance  of  the  opera- 
tion I  have  detailed,  it  is  with  the  utmost  satisfaction  1  observe 
to  your  lordship,  that  cheerfulness  in  undergoing  fatigue,  and 
anxiety  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  object,  were  conspicuous 
in  all  ranks. 

To  sir  A.  Cochrane  my  thanks  are  due,  for  his  ready  com. 
pliance  with  every  wish  connected  with  the  welfare  of  the  troops 
and  the  success  of  the  expedition.  To  rear-admiral  Cockbjarn, 
who  suggested  the  attack  upon  Washington,  and  who  accompa- 
nied the  army,  I  confess  the  greatest  obligation  for  his  cordial 
co-operation  and  advice. 

Colonel  Thornton,  who  led  the  attack,  is  entitled  to  every 
praise  for  the  noble  example  he  sat,  which  was  so  well  followed 
by  lieu  tenant- colonel  Wood  andfhe  85th  light  infantry,  and  by 
major  Jones,  of  the  4th  foot,  with  the  light  companies  attached 
te  the  light  brigade.  I  have  to  express  my  approbation  of  the 
spirited  conduct  of  colonel  Brooke,  and  of  his  brigade :  the 
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44Ui  refimenty  which  he  led,  distinguished  itself  under  thecoiOi* 
mand  of  lieutenant-colonel  Mullens;  the  gallantry  of  the  44b 
foot,  under  the  command  of  major  Faunce^  b^og  equally 
conspicuous. 

The  exertions  of  captain  Mitchell,  of  the  rojal  artillery,  in 
brimming  the  gnus  into  action,  were  unremitting ;  to  him,  and 
to  the  detachment  under  his  command,  including  captain  Dea-- 
con^s  rocket  brigade,  and  the  marine  rocket  corps,  I  feel  erery 
obligation.  Captain  Lempriere,  of  the  royal  artillery,  mounted 
a  small  detachment  of  the  artillery  drivers,  which  proved  of 
great  utility.  The  assistance  afforded  by  captain  Blanchard,  of 
the  royal  engineers,  in  the  duties  of  his  department,  was  of  great 
advantage.  To  the  zealous  exertions  of  captains  Wainwright^ 
Palmer,  and  Money,  of  the  royal  nary,  and  to  those  of  the 
oflBcers  and  seamen  who  landed  with  them,  the  service  is  highly 
indebted :  the  latter,  captain  Money,  had  charge  of  the  sea- 
men attached  to  the  marine  artillery.  To  captain  M^Dongall, 
of  the  85th  foot^  who  acted  as  my  aide  de  camp,  in  consequence 
of  the  indisposition  of  my  aide  de  camp  captain  Falls,  and  to 
the  officers  of  my  staff,  I  feel  much  indebted. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  the  zeal 
and  indefatigable  exertions  of  lieutenant  Evans,  acting  deputy 
quarter^master-general.  The  intelligence  displayed  by  that 
officer,  in  circumstances  of  considerable  difficulty,  induces  me 
to  hope  he  will  meet  with  some  distinguished  mark  of  approba- 
tion.  I  have  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  arrangements  of 
assistant-commissary.general  Lawrence. 

An  attack  upon  an  enemy  so  strongly  posted,  could  not  bt 
effected  without  loss.  I  have  to  lament  that  the  wounds  received 
by  colonel  Thornton,  and  the  other  officers  and  soldiers  left  at 
Bladensburg,  were  such  as  prevented  thdr  removal*  As  many 
of  the  wounded  as  could  be  brought  off  were  removed,  the 
others  being  left  with  medical  care  and  attendants.  The 
arrangments  made  by  staff  surgeon  Baiter  for  thdr  uccomDO* 
dation,  have  been  as  satisfactory  as  circumstances  would  admit 
of.  The  agent  for  British  prisoners  of  war  very  fortunatdy 
residing  at  Bladensburg,  I  ^have  recommended  the  wounded 
officers  and  men  to  his  particular  attention,  and  trust  to  hb 
being  able  to  effect  their  exchange  when  sufficientiy  recovered. 

Captain  Hmith,  assistant  adjutant-general  to  the  troops,  who 
will  have  the  honor  to  deliver  thb  despatch,  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  to  your  lordship's  protection,  as  an  officer  of  much 
merit  and  great  promise,  und  capable  of  affording  any  further 
information  that  may  be  requisite.  Sangnine  in  hoping^  for  the 
approbation  of  his  royal  highness  the  prince  regent,  and  of  Ms 
majesty's  governments  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  troops  under  my 
comm^d,   1  have.  &c.  R.  HOSS,  maj— gea* 

1  beg  leave  to  enclose  herewith  a  return  of  the  killed,  wounded, 
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and  missiog  in  the  action  of  the  ^4th  instant,  together  with  a 
statement  of  the  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  ordnance  stores 
taken  from  the  enemy  between  the  19th  and  25th  of  August, 
and  nkewise  sketches  of  the  scene  of  action  and  xif  the  line  of 
march* 


^^##;^^#^^^>»##>»» 


No.  64. 


Return  of  kiUedj  wounded^  and  misting^  ofthetroopg  under  the 

command  of  major-general  Ross^  in  action  with  the  enemy 

on  theUthJug.  1814,  on  the  heights  obove  Bladensburg. 

Washington,  Aug.  25,  1814. 

General  staff  i"'^  horses,  killed. 

Hoy al artillery ; — 4  horses,  killed ;  6  rank  and  file»  8  horses, wounded. 

JRoyal  marines  artillery  i^^l  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  Serjeant,  wounded* 

JRoyal  sappers  and  miners  i^^l  serjeant,  1  rank  and  file,  killed. 
^  4th  regiment ;— -1  lieutenant,  9  serjeantSj,  81  rank  and  file,  1  horse, 
killed ;  •  lieutenants,  2  ensigns,  6  Serjeants,  50  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

9lst  regiment; — 2  rank  and  file,  kiUedj  1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  II 
rank  and  file,  wounded. 

44th  regiment ; — 1  Serjeant,  15  rank  and  file,  killed ;  35  rank  and 
€le»  wounded. 

9d  battalion  royal  fnartnet;— 5  rank  and  file,  killed. 

SAM  light  infMntry;-^!  captain,  1  lieutenant,  I  serjeant,  12  rank  and 
file,  1  horse,  killed;  d  lieutenant-colonels,  1  major,  8  lieutenants,  t 
Serjeants,  51  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Colonial  company ; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

6th  West  India  regiment  ;^>»l  serjeant,  wounded.  ' 

Total— -I  captain,  S  lieutenants,  5  Serjeants,  66  rank  and  file,  10 
horses,  killed;  2  lieutenant-colonels,  1  major,  I  captain,  14  lieutenants, 
S  ensigns,  10  Serjeants,  156  rank  and  file,  8  horses,  wounded. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed — 85M  light  tn/an/ry;— Captain  D.  S.  Hamilton,  lieuteoaot 
G.  P.  R,  Codd. 

4th,  or  AiTi^V  oa«  ;—*Lieutenant  Thomas  Woodward. 

Wounded-^Sbth  light  infantry  ;'^Coione\  William  Thornton,  se- 
verely; left  at  Bladensburg;)  lieutenant-colonel  William  Thornton,  se« 
▼erely ;  (left  at  Bladensburg;)  lieutenant-colonel  William  Wood,  se- 
Terely;  (left.at  Bladensburg;)  major  George  Brown,  severely  (left  ac 
BUdensburR). 

i21i^y*tfft/eers;-— Captain  R.  Rennie,  severely,  not  dangerously. 

4th  regiment ; — Lieutenant  £.  P.  Hopkins,  severely;  lieutenant  I.  K, 
Mackenzie,  slightly;  lieutenant  John  Stavely,  severely;  (left  at  Btadens* 
borg;-)  lieutenant  Peter  Boulby,  lieutenant  Frederick  Field,  slightly. 

9\ttjtisileert ; — Lieutenant  James  Grace,  slightly. 

95th  regiment ;— -Deutenant  William  Villiers,  lieutenant  John  Bor- 
rell,  severely;  lieutenant  F.  Mansell,  slightly ;  lieutenant  G.  F.  S^ 
O'Connor,  lieutenant  Frederick Gascuyne,  severely;  lieutenant  William 
Hickson,  lieutenant  G.  R.^GIeig,  slightly;  lieutenant Croveby,  severely* 

4th  regiment ;-— Ensign  James  Buchannan,  'severely  |  (left  at  Bla* 
densburg ;)  Ensign  William  Reddock,  severely. 

H.  G.  SMITH,  D,  A.  A.  G; 
K  k2 


N^ 


§90  APPENDIX. 


No.  65. 

Return  of  ordnance,  ammunition,  and  ordnance-siores^  taken 
from  the  enemy  by  the  army  under  the  command  of  mq^or-* 
general  Robert  Rossj  between  the  I9th  and  25th  of  August j 
1814. 

August  19. — 1  24-pound  carronade. 

Atigutt  29.—- 1  6-pound  field-8;uny  with  carriage  complete;  156t(aiid 
of  arms,  with  cartouches,  &c.  &c. 

August  24,  at  BladenAurg,'^^  18-poanders,  5  12-pouodfri,  3 
6-pounders,  with  field-carriages;  a  quantity  of  ammunition  for  the 
above;  220  stand  of  arms. 

August  25,  at  Washington, — Brass:  6  18-pounders,  mounted, on  tra- 
versing platforms;  5  12-pounders,  4  4-poonders,  1  5|  inch  howitzer,  1 
5i  inch  mortar.  Iron :  26  32-pounder8,  36  24-pounder6,  34  18-poan- 
ders,  27  12^unders,  2  18-pounders,  mounted  on  traversin^r  platforms; 
10  12-pounders,  on  ship-carriages;  3  13-inch  mortars,  2  8- inch  how-; 
itzers.  1 42-pound  gun,  5  32-pound  carronades,  5  IS-pound  carrouaites, 
13  12-pound  guns,  2  9-pound  guns,  2  6-pound  guns. 

Total  amount  of  cannon  taken — 206 ;  />00  barrels  of  powder ;  lOOOdO 
rounds  of  musket-ball  cartridges ;  40  barrels  of  fine-grained  powder;  a 
large  quantity  of  ammunition  of  different  natures  made  up. 

The  navy-^ard  and  arsenal  having  been  set  on  fire  by  the  enemy  be- 
fore they  retired,  an  immense  quantity  of  stores  of  every  description  was 
destroyed;  of  which  no  account  could  be  taken.  Seven  or  eight  very 
heavy  explosions  during  the  night  denoted  that  there  had  been  large 
magazines  of  powder. 

F.  G.  J.  WILLIAMS, 
lieatenant  royal  artillery,  A.  Q.  M. 

J.  MICHELL, 

captdn  commanding  artillery. 

N.  B.    The  remains  of  near  9000  stand  of  arms  were'dU- 
coTored,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 


No.  66. 

From  brigadier^general  Winder  to  the  secretary  at  war. 

Sir,  Baltimore.  Aug.  27,  1814. 

/When  the  enemy  arrired  at  the  month  of  the  Potomac,  of 
fitl  lie  militia  which  I  had  been  authorized  to  assemble,  there 
were  but  about' 1700  in  the  field,  from  13  to  1400  under  geneial 
^transbury  near  this  place,  and  250  at  Bladensburg,  under  lieu- 
tenant-coldHel  Kramer;  the  slow  progress  of  draft,  and  the 
imperfect  or|puiization^  with  the  ineffectiTetiess  of  the  laws  (o 
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compel  them  to  turn  out,  rendered  it  impossible  to  bare  pro- 
cured more. 

The  militia  of  this  state  and  of  the  contiguous  parts  of 
Virginia  and  Pennsylvania  were  called  on  en  moise^  but  the 
former  militia  taw  of  PennsjWania  had  expired  the  Ist  of  June, 
■or  July,  and  the  one  adopted  in  its  place  is  not  to  take  e£fect 
in  organizing  the  militia  before  October.  No  aid,  therefore, 
has  been  receired  from  that  state. 

After  all  the  force  that  could  be  pat  at  my  disposal  in  tiiat 
short  time,  and  making  such  dispositions  as  1  deemed  best  caU 
culated  to  present  the  most  respectable  force  at  whatever  point 
the  enemy  might  strike,  I  was  enabled  (by  the  most  active  and 
harassing  movements  of  the  troops)  to  interpose  before  the 
enemy  at  BladensbuVg,  about  5000  men,  including  350  regu. 
lars  and  commodore  Barney's  command.     Much  the  largest 
portion  of  this  force  arrived  on  the  ground  when  the  enemy 
were  in  sight,  and  were  disposed  of  to  support,  in  the  best  manner, 
the  position  which  general  Sansbury  had  taken.     They  had 
barely  reached  the  ground  before  the  action  commenced,  which 
was  about  one  o'clock  P.  M.  of  the  ^th  instant,  and  contl. 
nued  about  an  hour.     The  contest  was  not  as  obstinately  main, 
tained  as  could  have  been  desired,  but  was,  by  parts  of  the 
troops,  sustained  with  great  spirit  and  with  prodigious  effect ; 
and  had  the  whole  of  our  force  been  equally  firm,  I  am  induced 
to  believe  that  the  enemy  would  have  been  repulsed,  notwith. 
standing  all  the  disadvantages  under  which  we  fought.     Theartil. 
Icry  from  Baltimore,  supported  by  major  Pinkney's  rifle  bat* 
iaiion,  and  a  part  of  captain  Doughty's  from  the  navy.yard, 
were  in  advance  to  command  the  pass  of  the  bridge  at  Bladens. 
burgj  and  played  upon  the  enemy,  as  I  have  since  learned,  with 
rery  destructive  elSect.     But  the  rifle  troops  weire  obliged,  after 
some  time,  to  retire,  and  of  course  the  artillery.    Superior  num- 
bers,  however,  rushed   upon  them,  and  made   their   retreat 
necessary,  not,  however,  without  great  loss  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy.     Major  Pinkney  received  a  fevere  wound  in  his  right 
arm  after  he  had  retired  to  the  left  flank  of  Stansbury's  brigade. 
The  right  and  centre  of  Stansbury's  brigade,  consisting  of 
lientenant-colonel  Ragan's    and  Shuler's  regiments,  generally 
gave  way  very  soon  afterwards,  with  the  exception  of  about  40 
rallied  by  colonel  Ragan,  after  having  lost  his  horse,  and  the 
i^hole  or  a  part  of  captain  Shower's  company,  both  of  whom 
general  Stansbury  represents  to  have  made,  even  thus  dieserted, 
a  gallant  stand.     The  fall  which  lieutenant-colbnel  Ragan  re- 
ceived  from  his  horse,  together  with  his  great  efforts  to  maintain 
bis  position,  rendered  him  unable  to  follow  the  retreat;  we  have 
therefore  to  lament  that  this  gallant  and  eicellent  officer  has  been 
ta/kcn  prisoner;  he  h|9;  however^  been  paroled^  and  I  met 
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him  hera^  recoTering  from  the  broiset  occasioned  bj  hii  fall, 
^be  loss  of  bis  serfices  at  this  momeDt  is  serious. 

The  5th  Baltimore  regiment,  under  lieutenant-colonel  8tenet, 
being  the  left  of  brigadier-general  Stansbury's  brigade,  still,  how- 
ever, stood  their  ground,  and  except  for  a  moment,  when  part 
bf  them  r^oiled  a  few  steps,  remained  firm,  and  stood  until 
ordered  to  retreat,  with  a  Tiew  to  prefeot  their  being  out- 
flanked. 

The  reserye,  under  brigadicr.general  Smith,  of  the  district  of 
Columbia,  with  the  militia  of  the  city  and  George  town,  with 
the  regulars  and  some  detachments  of  Maryland  militia,  flanked 
on  their  right  by  commodore  Barney  and  his  brave  fellows,  and 
lieutenant-colonel  Beal,  still  were  to  the  right  on  the  hill,  and 
maintained  the  contest  for  some  time  with  great  effect 

It  is  not  with  me  to  report  the  conduct  of  commodore  Bar. 
aey  and  his  command,  nor  can  I  speak  from  obsenration,  being 
too  remote;  but  the  concurrent  testimony  of  all  who  did 
obsenre  them,  does  them  the  highest  justice  for  their  brav.e 
resistance,  and  the  destructive  effect  they  produced  on  the 
enemy.  Commodore  Barney,  after  having  lost  his  horse,  took 
post  near  one  of  his  guns,  and  there  unfortunately  received  a 
severe  wound  in  the  thigh,  and  he  also  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  Captain  Miller,  of  the  marines,  was  wounded  in  the 
arm  fighting  bravely.  From  the  best  intelligence,  thcire  remaioi 
but  little  doubt  that  the  enemy  lost  at  least  400  killed  and 
wounded,  and  of  these  a  very  unusual  portion  killed. 

Our  loss  cannot,  I  think,  be  estimated  at  more  than  from  30 
to  40  killed,  and  60  to  60  wounded.  They  took  altogether 
about  120  prisoners. 

You  will  readily  understand  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
•peak  minutely  of  the  merit  or  deoierit  of  particular  troops  $q 
little  known  to  me  from  their  recent  and  hasty  assemblage.  Mj: 
subsequent  movements  for  the  purposes  of  preserving  as  much 
of  my  force  as  possible,  gaining  reinforcements,  and  protecting 
this  place,  you  already  know. 

I  am,  with  very  great  respect,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  WINDER, 
Hon.  J.  Armstron,  sec.  of  war.  brig.-gen.  10th  mil.  dist 

r^.  B.  We  have  to  lament  that  captain  Sterett,  of  the  5!h 
Baltimore  regiment,  has  also  been  wounded,  but  is  doing  well. 
Other  oSLcers,  no  doubt,  deserve  notice,  but  I  am  as  yet  unablr 
to  particularize. 
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No.  67. 

^bnerican  e$timate  of  public  properitf  destroyed  at  Washingiofu 

The  committee  appointed  hy  the  Ameflcan  congress  to  inquire 
Into  the  circumstances  attending  the  capture  of  Washington, 
land  the  destruction  consequent  on  that  erent,  after  giriiig  a 
statement  of  the  operations  in  the  nary-yard,  report  the  fol* 
lowing  estimate  of  the  public  property  destroyed  :— 

Dollars. 
The  Capitol,  including  all  co^ts^  787163 

President's  house,  234334 

Public  offices,  93013 

1115110 
But  the  committee  remark,  as  the  walls  of  the  capitol  and 
president's  house  are  good,  they   suppose  that  the  sum  of 
400000  dollars  will  be  sufficient  to  place  the  buildings  in  the 
situation  they  were  in  previous  to  their  des traction. 
The  losses  sustained  in  the  navy.yard  are  thus  estimated  :*^~ 

Dollars. 
In  moyeable  properly,  417745 

In  buildings  and  fixtures  91425 


509170 
The  committee  then   proceed  to  the  recapitulation  of  the 
losses  in  -  the  na?y-yard,  with  an  estimate  of  the  real  losses. 
After  deducting  the  value  recovered  from  the  original  value  of 
the  articles,  the  total  amount  is  417745  dollars,  51  cents. 

The  original  value  of  the  articles  destroyed  was  678219 
dollars,  71  cents,  of  which  260465  dollars  and  20  cents  value 
were  recovered,  in  anchors,  musket-barrels,  locks,  copper, 
timber,  &c- 
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No.  68. 

From  vice-admiral  Cochrane  to  Mr.  Monroe. 

His  majesty's  ship  the  Ton  nan  t,  in  th^ 
Sir,  Patuxent  .iver,  Aug.  18,  1814.    ' 

Having  been  called  on  by  the  governor.general  of  the  Cana- 
4las  to  aid  him  in  -  carrying  into  effect  measures  of  retaliation^ 
against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  for  the  wanton 
destmetion  committed  by  their  army  in  Upper  Canada,  it  has 
i)ccome  imperiottsly  my  duty,  conformably  with  the  nature  of 
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the  goTernor-general's  application, .  to  issue  to  the  naval  force 
under  my  command,  an  order  to  destroy  and  lay  watfie  such 
towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as  may  be  found  assailable. 

I  had  hoped  that  this  contest  would  have  terminated,  without 
.my  being  obliged  to  resort  to  severities  which  are  contrary  to 
the  usages  of  civilized  warfare;  and  as  it  has  been  with  extreme 
reluctance  and  concern  that  I  have  found  myself  compelled  to 
adopt  this  system  of  devastation,  I  shall  be  equally  gratified  if 
the  conduct  of  the  executive  of  the  United  States  will  authorize 
my  staying  such  proceedings,  by  making  reparation  to  the  suffer. 
Ing  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada ;  thereby  manifesting  that  if 
the  destructive  measures  pursued  by  their  army  were  ever  sanc- 
tioned, they  will  no  longer  be  permitted  by  the  government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  much  considerafion,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

ALEXANDER  COCHRANE, 
vice*admiral  and  commander  in  chief  pf  his  Britannic 
majesty's  ships    and  vessels  upon    the   North 
American  station. 

The  hon  James  Monroe,  secretary  of 
state,  &c.  Washington. 


^^4^r#^»'#^#^#<*  ' 


No.  69. 

From  Mr.  Monroe  to  sir  Alexander  Cochrane, 

Sir,  Department  of  state,  Sept.  6,  1814. 

I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  18th  of 
August^  stating  that  having  been  called  />n  by  the  governor- 
general  of  the  Canadas,  to  aid  him  in  carrying  into  effect  mea- 
l^ures  of  retaliation  against  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
for  the  wanton  desolation  committed  by  their  army  in  Upper 
Canada,  it  has  become  your  duty,  conformably  with  the  nature 
of  the  governor-gcneraPs  application,  to  issue  to  the  naval 
force  under  your  command,  an  order  to  destroy  and  lay  waste 
such  towns  and  districts  upon  the  coast  as  may  be  found 
assailable. 

It  is  seen  with  the  greatest  surprise,  that  this  system  of  devas- 
tation which  has  been  practised  by  the  British  forces,  so  mani- 
festly contrary  to  the  usage  of  civilized  warfare,  is  placed  by 
you  on  the  ground  of  retaliation.  No  sooner  were  the  United 
States  compelled  to  resort  to  war  against  Great  Britain^  than 
they  resolved  to  wage  it  in  a  manner  most  consonant  to  the 
principles  of  humanity,  and  to  those  friendly  relations  which 
h  was  desirable  to  preserve  between  the  two  nations,  after  the 
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restoration  of  peace.  They  perceived,  howeyer,  with  the 
deepest  regret,  that  a  spirit  idike  just  aud  humane  was  neither 
cherished  nor  acted  on  by  your  govern  men  t.  'Such  an  assertion 
wouVd  not  be  hazarded,  if  it  were  not  supported  by  facts,  the 
ptoof  of  which  has  perhaps  already  carried  the  same  convic- 
tion to  other  nations  that  it  has  to  the  people  of  these  states. 
<  Without  dwelltBg  on  the  deplorable  cruelties  committed  by 
the  savages  in  the  British  ranks,  and  in  British  pay,  on  Ameri- 
can prisoners,  at  the  river  Raisin,  which  to  this  day  have  never 
been  disavowed,  or  atoned,  I  refer,  as  more  immediately  con- 
nected with  the  subject  of  your  letter,  to  the  wait  ton  desolation 
•that  was  committed  at  Havre-de-6race,  and  at  George  town, 
early  in  the  spring  of  1813.  These  tilleges  were  burnt  and 
ravaged  by  the  naval  forces  of  Great  Britain,  to  the  ruin  of 
their  unarmed  inhabitants,  who  saw  with  astonishment  they 
derived  no  protection  to  their  property  from  the  laws  of  war. 
During  the  same  season,  scenes  of  invasion  and  pillage,  carried 
on  under  the  same  authority,  were  witnessed  all  along  the  waters 
of  the  Chesapeake,  to  an  extent  inflicting  the  most  serious 
private  distress,  and  under  circumstances  that  justified  the  sus- 
picion, that  revenge  and  cupidity,  rather  than  the  manly 
motives  that  should  dictate  the  hostility  of  a  high-minded  foe, 
led  to  their  perpetration.  The  late  destruction  of  the  houses 
of  government  in  this  city,  is  another  act  which  comes  neces- 
sarily into  view.  In  the  wars  of  modern  Europe,  no  examples 
of  the  kind,  even  among  nations  the  most  hostile  to  each  other, 
can  be  traced.  In  the  course  of  10  years  past,  the  capitals  of 
the  principal  powers  of  the  Continent  of  Europe  have  been 
conquered,  and  occupied  alternately  by  the  victorious  armies 
of  each  other,  and  no  instance  of  such  wanton  aild  unjusti- 
fiable destruction  has  been  seen.  We  must  go  back  to  distant 
and  barbarous  ages  to  find  a  parallel  for  the  acts  of  which  I 
complain.  Although  these  acts  of  desolation  invited,  if  they 
did  not  impose  on,  the  government  the  necessity  of  retaliation, 
yet  in  no  instance  has  it  been  authorized.  The  burning  of  the 
village  of  Newark,  in  Upper  Canada,  posterior  to  the  early 
outrages  above  enumerated,  was  not  executed  on  that  principle. 
The  village  of  Newark  adjoined  Fort-George,  and  its  destruc- 
tion was  justified  by  the  officer  who  ordered  it,  on  the  ground 
that  it  became  necessary  in  the  military  operations  there*  The 
act,  however,  was  disavowed  by  the  government.  The  burn, 
ing  which  took  place  at  Long-point  was  unauthorized  by  the 
government,  and,  the  conduct  of  the  officer  subjected  to  the 
investigation  of  a  military  tribunal.  For  the  burning  of  St. 
David's,  committed  by  stragglers,  the  officer  who  commanded 
in  that  quarter  was  dismbsed  without  a  trial,  for  not  preventing 
it.  ' 
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.  I  am  commanded  by  tbe  president  distinctlj  to  state,  that  U 
as  little  comports  with  anj  orders  issued  to  the  military  aad 
nayal  commanders  of  the  United  States,  as  it  does  with  the 
established  and  known  humanity  of  the  American  nation,  to 
pursue  a  system  which .  it  appears  you  hare  adopted.  Tbe 
government  owes  to  itself,  and  to  tbe  principles  which  it  has  ever 
held  sacred,  to  disavow,  as  justly  chargeable  to  it,  any  snch 
wanton,  cruel,  and  unjustifiable  warfare. 

Whatever  unauthorized  irregularity  may  bare  been  committed 
by  any  of  its  troops,  it  would  have  been  ready,  acting  on  these 
principles  of  sacred  and  eternal  obligation,  to  disavow,  and  ai 
far  as  might  be  practicable,  to  repair*  But  in  the  plan  of  desov 
lating  warfare  which  your  letter  so  explicitly  makes  known, 
and  which  is  attempted  to  be  excused  on  a  plea  so  utterly 
groundless,  the  president  perceives  a  spirit  of  deep-rodted 
hostility,  which,  without  the  evidence  of  such  facts,  he  .eoald 
not  have  believed  existed,  or  would  have  been  carried  to  sack 
an  extremity. 

For  the  reparation  of  injuries,  of  whatever  nature  they  may 
be,  not  sanctioned  by  the  law  of  nations,  which  the  na?al  or 
military  forces  of  either  power  may  have  committed  against  the  • 
other,  this  government  will  always  be  ready  to  enter  into  reci- 
procal arrangements.  It  is  presumed  that  your  government 
will  neither  expect  or  propose  any  which  are  not  reciprocal. 

Should  your  government  adhere  to  a  system  of  desolation  so 
contrary  to  the  views  and  practice  of  the  United  States,*  so 
revolting  to  humanity,  and  repugnant  to  the  sentiments  and 
usages  of  the  clviliaed  world,  whilst  it  will  be  seen  with  the 
deepest  regret,  it  must  and  will  be  met  with  a  determination 
and  constancy  becoming  a  frW  people,  contending  in  a  just 
cause  for  their  essential  rights,  and  their  dearest  interests. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration,  sir,  yoar 
most  obedient  humble  servant, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Vice-admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  com* 
mander  in  chief  of  his  Britauuic  majesty's 
ships  and  vessels. 

No.  70. 

Jtfir.  Madison^s  Proclamation* 

Whereas,  the  enemy,  by  sudden  incursion,  have  succeeded  in 
invading  the  capital  of  the  nation,  defended  at  the  moment  by 
troops  less  numerous  than  their  own,    and  almost  entirely 
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of  th€ -militia;  during  their  possession  of  which,*  though  for  a 
single  day  only,  they  wantonly  destroyed  the  pu])lic  edifices, 
haying  no  relation  in  their  structure  to  operations  of  war,  nor 
used  at  the  time  for  military  annoyance  ;  some  of  these  edifices 
lieing  also  costly  monuments  of  state,  and  of  arts ;  and  the 
ptbers,  depositories  of  the  public  archives,  not  only  precious 
to  the  nation,  as  the  memorials  of  its  origin  and  its  early  trans- 
actions, but  interesting  to  all  nations,  as  contributions  to  the 
general  stock  of  historical  instruction  and  political  science. 

And,  whereas,  advantage  has  been  taken  of  the  loss  of  a 
fort,  more  immediately  guarding  the  neighbouring  town  of 
Alei:andria,  to  place  the  town  within  a  range  of  a  naval  force, 
too  long  and  too  much  in  the  habit  of  abusing  its  superiority, 
wherever  it  can  be  applied,  to  require,  as  the  alternative  of  si 
general  conflagration,  an  undisturbed  plunder  of  private  pro? 
perty,  which  has  been  executed  in  a  manner  peculiarly  distress- 
ing to  the  inhabitants,  who  had  inconsiderately  cast  themselves 
pa  the  justice  and  generosity  of  the  victor. 

And,  whereas,  it  now  appears,  by  a  direct  communication 
from  the  British  naval  commander  on  the  American  station,  to 
be  his  avowed  purpose  to  employ  the  force  under  his  direction, 
in  destroying  and  laying  waste  such  towns  and  districts  upon 
the  coast  as  may  be  found  assailable ;  adding,  to  this  declara- 
tion, the  insulting  pretext,  tiiat  it  is  in  retaliation  for  a  wanton 
destruction  committed  by  the  army  of  the  United  States  in 
Upper  Canada ;  when  it  is  notorious,  that  no  destruction  has 
been  committecl,  which,  notwithstanding  the  multiplied  out- 
rages previously  committed  by  the  enemy,  was  not  unautho- 
rized, and  promptly  shewn  to  be  so,  and  that  the  United  States 
have  beien  as  constant  in  their  endeavours  to  reclaim  the  enemy 
Aroqa  snch  outrages,  by  the  contrast  of  their  own  example,  slU 
they  have  been  ready  to  terminate,  on  reasonable  conditions,  the 
war  itself. 

And,  whereas,  these  proceedings  and  declared  purposes,  which 
exhibit  a  deliberate  disregard  of  the  principles  of  humanity,  and 
the  rules  of  civilized  warfare,  and  which  must  give  to  the  ex- 
isting war  a  character  of  extended  devastation  and  barbarism, 
at  the  very  moment  of  negociation  for  peace,  invited  by  the 
enemy  himself,  leave  no  prospect  of  safety  to  any  thing  within 
the  reach  of  his  predatory  and  incendiary  operations,  but  in  a 
manly  and  universal  determination  to  chastise  and  expel  the 
invader. 

Now,  therefore,  I,  James  Madison,  president  of  the  United 
States,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation,  exhorting  all  the  good 
people,  therefore,  to  unite  their  hearts  and  hands  in  giving  ef- 
fect to  the  ample  means  possessed  for  that  purpose.  I  enjoin 
it  on  all  oificers,  civil  and  military,  to  exert  themselves  in  9X« 
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ecutiog  the  duties  with  which  they  are  respectirely  charged* 
And,  more  especially,  I  require  the  officers,  commanding  the 
respective  military  districts,  to  be  vigilant  and  alert  in  providing 
for  the  defence  thereof;  for  the  more  effectual  accomplishment 
of  which,  they  are  authorized  to  call  to  the  defence  of  exposed 
and  threatened  places,  proportions  of  the  militia,  most  conve. 
nicnt  thereto,  whether  they  be,  or  be  not,  parts  of  the  quotas 
detached  for  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  requisitioni 
of  the  general  government. 

On  an  occasion  which  appeals  so  forcibly  to  the  prond  feel- 
ings and  patriotic  devotion  of  the  American  people,  none  will 
forget  what  they  owe  to  themselves ;  \vhat  they  owe  to  their 
country;  and  the  high  destinies  which  await  it;  what  to  the 
glory  acquired  now,  and  to  be  maintained  by  their  sons,  with 
the  augmented  strength  and  resources  with  which  time  and  Hea- 
Ten  have  blessed  them.  In  testimony  whereof,  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand,  and  caused  the  seal  of  the  United  States  to  be 
affixed  to  these  presents.     Done  at  Washington,  Sept.  1,  1814. 

By  the  president,        JAMES  MADISOxV. 

James  Mumroe,  secretary  of  state. 


^^<«.^«#<#^^s«vr^  r«^ 


No.  71. 

From  colonel  Brooke  to  earl  BaihursU 

On  board  H.M.S.  Tonnant,  Chesapeake, 
Mt  Lord,  September  17,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  your  lordship,  that  the  division  of 
troops  under  the  command  of  major-general  Ross  effected  a 
disembarkation  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  September,  near 
North  Point,  on  the  left  point  of  the  Patapsco  river,  distant 
from  Baltimore  about  13  miles,  with  the  view  of  pushing  a  re« 
connoissance,  in  co-operation  with  the  naval  forces,  to  that 
town,  and  acting  thereon  as  the  enemy's  strength  and  positions 
might  be  found  to  dictate. 

The  approach  on  this  side  to  Baltimore,  lays  through  a  small 
peninsula,  formed  by  the  Patapsco  and  Black  river«  and  gene- 
rally from  two  to  three  miles  broad,  while  it  narrows  in  some 
places  to  less  than  half  .a  mile. 

Three  miles  from  North  point,  the  enemy  had  entrenched 
himself  quite  across  this  neck  of  land,  t6 wards  which  (the 
disembarkation  having  been  completed  at  an  early  hour)  the 
troops  advanced. 

The  enemy  was  actively  employed  in  .the  completion  of  this 
work,-— decjpening  the  ditch,  and  strengthening  its  front  by  a 
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low  abattis ;  both  which,  however,  he  jprecipitately  abandoned 
on  the  approach  of  our  skirmishers^  learipg  in  our  hands  some 
few  dragoons,  being  part  of  his  rear-guard. 

About  two  miles  beyond  this  point  our  advance  became  en* 
gaged  ;  the  country  was  here  closely  wooded,  and. the  enemy^t 
riflemen  were  enabled  to  conceal  themselves.  At  this  moment^ 
the  gallant  general  Ross  received  a  wound  in  his  breast,;  which 
proved  mortal.  He  only  survived  to  recommend  a  y^ung  and 
unprovided  family  to  the  protection  of  his  king  and  country. 

Thus  fell,  at  an  early  age,  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of 
his  profession  ;  one  who,  whether  at  the  head  of  a  rigiment,  a 
brigade,  or  corps,  had  alike  displayed  the  talents  of  command ; 
whp  was  not  less  beloved  in  his  private  than  enthusiastically  ad. 
mired  in  his  public  character ;  and  whose  only  fault,  if  it  m^y 
be  deemed  so,  was  an  excess  of  gallantry,  enterprise,  and  devo- 
tion to  the  service. 

If  ever  it  were  permitted  to  a  soldier,  to  lament  those  who 
fall  in  battle,  we  may  indeed,  in  this  instance,  claim  thatmelan. 
choly  privilege. 

Thus  it  is,  that  the  honor  of  addressing  your  lordship,,  and 
the  command  of  this  array,  have  devolved  upon  me;  dnties 
which,  under  any  other  circumstances,  might  have  been  era. 
braced  as  the  most  enviable  gifts  of  fortune  ;  and  here  I  ven. 
ture  to  solicit,  through  your  lordship,  his  royal  highness  the 
prince  regent's  consideration  to  the  circumstances  of  my  sue. 
ceeding,  during  operations  of  so  much  moment,  to  an  officer  of 
such  high  and  established  merit. 

Our  advance  continuing  to  press  forward,  the  enemy's  light 
troops  were  pushed  to  within  five  miles  of  Baltimore,  where  a 
corps  of  about  6000  men,  six  pieces  of  artillery,  and  some 
hundred  cavalry,  were  discovered  posted  under  cover  of  a.  wood, 
drawn  up  in  a  very  dense  order,  and  lining  a  strong  paling, 
which  crossed  the  main  road  nearly  at  right  angles.  The  creeks 
and  inlets  of  the  Patapsco  and  Black  rivers,  which  approach 
each  other  at  this  point,  will  in  some  measure  account  for  the 
contracted  nature  of  the  enemy's  position. 

j  immediately  ordered  the  necessary  dispositions  for  a  general 
attack*  The  light  brigade,  under  the  command  of  major  Jones, 
of  the  4th,  consisting  of  the  85th  light  infantry,  under  major 
Gubbins,  and  the  light  companies  of  the  army,  under  major 
Pringic,  of  the  ^Ist,  covered  the  whole  of  the  front,  driv. 
ing  the  enemy's  skirmishers  with  great  loss  on  his  main 
l^ody.  The  4th  regiment,  under  major  Faunce,  by  a  detour 
through  some  hollow  ways,  gained,  nnperceived,  a  lodgement 
close  upon  the  enemy's  left.  The  remainder  of  the  right  bri- 
gade, under  the  command  of  the  honorable  lieutenant-colonel 
MuUins,  consisting  of  the  44th  regiment,  under  major  Johnson, 
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tlie  marine!  of  tbe  fleet  under  captain  Robbins,  and  a  detacbment  of 
ieamen  under  captain  Monej^  of  the  Trare,  formed  a  line  along 
the  enemy's  front ;  while  the  left  brigade,  under  colonel  Pater. 
son,  consisting  of  the  21st  regiment,  commandi^  by  major 
Whitaker,  the  2d  battalion  of  marines  by  lientenant-colonel 
Malcolm,  and  a  detachment  of  marines  by  major  Jjewis,  re- 
mained in  columns  on  the  road,  with  orders  io  deploy  to  his 
left,  and  press  the  enemy's  right,  the  moment  the  ground  be* 
came  sufliciently  open  to  admit  of  that  morement 

In  this  order,  the  signal  being  given,  the  whole  of  th^ 
troops  advanced  rapidly  to  the  charge.  In  less  than  15  ninntes, 
the  enemy's  force  being  utterly  broken  and  dispersed,  lied  in 
every  direction  over  the  country,  leaving  on  the  field  two  pieced 
of  cannon,  with  a  considerable  number  of  killed,  wounded^ 
and  prisoners. 

The  enemy  lost,  in  this  short  but  brilliant  affair,  from  500 
to  OOO  in  killed  and  wounded ;  while,  at  the  most  moderate 
compaation  he  is  at  least  1000  hors  de  combat.    Tbe  5th  regi- 
ment of  militia,  in  particular,  has  been  represented  as  nearly    • 
annihilated. 

The  day  being  now  far  advanced,  and  the  troops  (as  is 
alwayS  the  case  on  the  first  march  after  disembarkation)  much 
fatigued,  we  halted  for  the  night  on  the  ground  of  which  the 
enemy  had  been  dispossessed.  Here,  I  received  a  commnnica. 
tion  from  vice-admiral  the  honorable  sir  A.  Cochrane,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  frigates,  bomb-ships,  and  flotilla  of  the' fleets 
would,  on  the  ensuing  morning,  take  their  stations  as  previ- 
ously proposed. 

At  day-break,  on  the  ISth,  the  army  again  advanced,  and  at 
Ip  o'clock  1  occupied  a  favorable  position  eastward  of  Balti- 
more, distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  from  whence  I 
could  reconnoitre,  at  my  leisure,  the  defences  o{  that  town.  ' 
Baltimore  is  completely  surrounded  by  strong  but  detached 
hills,  on  which  the  enemy  had  constructed  a  chain  of  pallisaded 
redoubts,  connected  by  a  small  breast. work  ;  I  have,  however, 
reason  to  think,  that  the  defence  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward of  the  place,  were  in  a  very  unfinished  state.  Chinkapin 
hill,  which  lay  in  front  of  our  position,  completely  commands 
the  town  ;  this  was  the  strongest  part  of  the  line,  and  here  the 
enemy  seemed  most  apprehensive  of  an  attack.  These  works  were 
defended,  according  to  the  best  information  which  we  could  ob- 
tain, by  about  15000  men,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery. 

Judging  it  perfectly  feasible,  with  the  description  of  forces 
under  my  command,  I  made  arrangements  for  a  night.attack, 
during  which  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  artillery  would  not 
have  been  so  much  felt ;  and  captain  M^Dongall,  the  bearer  of 
these  despatches,  will  have  the  honor  to  point  out  to  your  iord^ 
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ship  those  particular  points  of  the  lineifhich  I  had  proposed  to 
act  on.  During  the  ereniBg,  howcTer,  I  receired  a  communis 
cation  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  naTal  forces^  by 
which  I  was  informed^  that,  in  consequence  of  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor  being  closed  up  by  vessels  sunk  for  that  purpose  bj 
the  enemy,  a  naval  co-operation  against  the  town  and  camp 
was  found  impracticable. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  keeping  in  view  your  lord^ 
ships^  instructions,  it  was  agreed^,  between  the  yice-admiral  and 
myself,  that  the  capture  of  the  town  would  not  haye  been  s| 
sufficient  equivalent  to  the  loss  which  might  probably  be  sus* 
tained  in  storming  the  heights. 

flaving  formed  this  resolution  ;  after  compellipg  the  enemy 
to  sink  upwards  of  ^  vessels  in  different  parts  of  the  harbor  ; 
causing  the  citizens  to  remove  almost  the  whole  of  their  pro* 
perty  to  places  of  more  security  inland  ;  obliging  the  govern « 
ment  to  concentrate  all  the  military  force  of  the  surrounding 
states ;  harassing  the  militia,  and  forcing  them  to  collect  from  . 
any  remote  dbtricts ;  causing  the  enemy  to  burn  a  valuable 
rope*walk,  with  other  public  buildings,  in  order  to  clear  the 
glacis  in  front  of  their  redoubts,  b;estdes  having  beaten  and 
routed  them  in  a  general  action,  I  retired  on  the  14th, -thrco 
miles  from  the  position,  which  I  had  occupied,  where  I  halted 
during  some  hours. 

This  tardy  moreroent  was  partly  caused  by  an  expectation 
that  the  enemy  might  possibly  be  induced  fo  move  out  of  the 
entrenchments  and  follow  us ;  but  he  profited  by  the  lesson 
which  he  had  received  on  the  12th ;  and  towards  the  evening  I 
retired  the  troops  about  three  miles  and  a  half  further,  where  t 
took  up  my  ground  for  the  night. 

Having  ascertained,  at  a  late  hour  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  that  the  enemy  had  no  disposition  to  quit  his  cntrerrch- 
ments,  I  moved  down  and  rcembarked  the  army  at  North 
Point,  not  leaving  a  man  behind,  and  carrying  with  me  about 
200  prisoners,  being  persons  of  the  best  families  in  the  city,  and 
which  number  might  have  been  very  considerab'y  increased, 
was  not  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  an  object  principally  to  be 
avoided. 

I  have  now  to  remark  to  your  lordship,  that  nothing  could 
surpass  the  zeal,  unanimity,  and  ardour,  displayed  by  every 
description  of  tVirce,  whether  naval,  military,  or  marine,  during 
the  whole  of  these  operations. 

I  am  highly  indebted  to  vice-admiral  sir  A.  Cochrane,  com, 
mander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces,  for  the  active  assistance 
and  ziealons  co-operation  which  he  was  ready,  upon  every  occa- 
sion,  to  afford  me ;  a  disposition  conspicuous  in  every  branch  of 
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tlie  marine!  of  tbe  fleet  under  captain  Robbins,  and  a  detacbment  of 
f eamen  under  captain  Monej,  of  tbe  Trare,  formed  a  line  along 
tbe  enemy's  front ;  wbile  tbe  left  brigade,  under  colonel  Pater- 
son,  consisting  of  tbe  21st  regiment,  commandi^  by  major 
Whitaker,  tbe  U  battalion  of  marines  by  lientenant-colood 
Malcolm,  and  a  detachment  of  marines  by  major  J^wis,  re- 
mained in  columns  on  the  road,  with  orders  io  deploy  to  lak 
left,  and  press  the  enemy'f  right,  the  moment  tbe  ground  be* 
came  sufficiently  open  to  admit  of  that  morement. 

In  this  order,  the  signal  being  giren,  the  whole  of  th^ 
troops  adranced  rapidly  to  the  charge.  In  less  than  15  ninntes, 
tbe  enemy's  force  being  utterly  broken  and  dispersed,  fled  in 
erery  direction  oyer  the  country,  learing  on  the  field  two  pieces 
of  cannon,  with  a  considerable  number  of  killed,  wounded^ 
and  prisoners. 

The  enemy  lost,  in  this  short  but  brilliant  afikir,  from  500 
to  OOO  in  killed  and  wounded ;  while,  at  the  most  moderate 
compnation  he  is  at  least  1000  hors  de  combat.  Tbe  5th  regi- 
ment  of  militia,  in  particular,  has  been  represented  as  nearly 
annihilated. 

Tbe  day  being  now  far  advanced,  and  tbe  troops  (as  is 
alwayS  the  case  on  the  first  march  after  disembarkation)  much 
fatigued,  we  halted  for  the  night  on  the  ground  of  which  the 
enemy  had  been  dispossessed.  Here,  I  receiycd  a  communica^ 
tion  from  vice-admiral  the  honorable  sir  A.  Cochrane,  inform- 
ing me  that  the  frigates,  bomb-ships,  and  flotilla  of  tbefleet^ 
would,  on  the  ensuing  morning,  take  their  stations  as  preri^ 
ously  proposed. 

At  day.break,  on  the  ISth,  the  army  again  adranced,  and  at 
Ip  o^clock  1  occupied  a  favorable  position  eastward  of  Balti- 
more, distant  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  and  from  whence  I 
could  reconnoitre,  at  my  leisure,  the  defences  of  that  town.  ' 
Baltimore  is  completely  surrounded  by  strong  but  detached 
bills,  on  which  the  enemy  had  constructed  a  chain  of  pallisaded 
redoubts,  connected  by  a  small  breast- work  ;  I  bare,  bowcTer, 
reason  to  think,  that  the  defence  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward of  the  place,  were  in  a  very  unfinished  state.  Chinkapin 
bill,  which  lay  in  front  of  our  position,  completely  commands 
the  town  ;  this  was  the  strongest  part  of  the  line,  and  here  the 
enemy  seemed  most  apprehensire  of  an  attack.  These  works  were 
defended,  according  to  the  best  information  which  we  could  ob- 
tain, by  about  15000  men,  with  a  large  train  of  artillery. 

Judging  it  perfectly  feasible,  with  the  description  of  forces 
under  my  command,  I  made  arrangements  for  a. night-attack, 
during  which  the  superiority  of  the  enemy's  artillery  would  not 
bare  been  so  much  felt ;  and  captain  M^Doagall,  the  bearer  of 
these  despatches^  will  have  the  honor  to  point  out  to  your  lord- 
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ihip  those  particular  points  of  the  lineifhich  I  had  proposed  to 
act  on.  During  the  erenlBg,  however,  I  received  a  communis 
£aiion  from  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces,  by 
which  I  was  informed)  that,  in  consequence  of  the  entrance  to 
the  harbor  being  closed  up  by  vessels  sunk  for  that  purpose  by 
the  enemy,  a  naval  co-operation  against  the  town  and  camp 
was  found  impracticable. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  keeping  in  view  your  lord* 
ships  instructions,  it  was  agreed^  between  the  vice-admiral  and 
myself,  that  the  capture  of  the  town  would  not  have  been  a 
sufficient  equivalent  to  the  loss  which  might  probably  be  sus* 
tained  in  storming  the  heights. 

flaving  formed  this  resolution  ;  after  compellipg  the  enemy 
to  sink  upwards  of  ^  vessels  in  different  parts  of  the  harbor  ; 
causing  the  citizens  to  remove  almost  the  whole  of  their  pro* 
perty  to  places  of  more  security  inland ;  obliging  the  govern* 
ment  to  concentrate  all  the  military  force  of  the  surrounding 
states ;  harassing  the  militia,  and  forcing  them  to  collect  from 
any  remote  districts ;  causing  the  enemy  to  burn  a  valuable 
rope.walk,  with  other  public  buildings^  in  order  to  clear  the 
glacis  in  front  of  their  redoubts,  besides  having  beaten  and 
routed  them  in  a  general  action,  I  retired  on  the  14th, -three 
miks  from  the  position  which  I  had  occupied,  where  I  halted 
during  some  hours. 

This  tardy  movement  was  partly  caused  by  an  expectation 
that  the  enemy  might  possibly  be  induced  ^o  move  out  of  the 
entrenchments  and  follow  us ;  but  he  profited  b^  the  lesson 
which  he  had  received  on  the  l^th  ;  and  toward^i  the  evening  I 
retired  the  troops  about  three  miles  and  a  half  further,  where  I 
took  up  my  ground  for  the  night. 

Having  ascertained,  at  a  late  hour  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th,  that  the  enemy  had  no  disposition  to  quit  his  entrerrch^ 
ments,  I  moved  down  and  re-embarked  the  army  at  North 
Point,  not  leaving  a  man  behind,  and  carrying  with  me  about 
200  prisoners,  being  persons  of  the  best  families  in  the  city,  and 
which  number  mii^ht  have  been  very  considerab'y  increased, 
was  not  the  fatigue  of  the  troops  an  object  principally  to  be 
avoided. 

I  have  now  to  remark  to  your  lordship,  that  nothing  could 
surpass  the  zeal,  unanimity,  and  ardour,  displayed  by  every 
description  of  tVirce,  whether  naval,  military,  or  marine,  during 
the  whole  of  these  operations. 

I  am  highly  indebted  to  vice-admiral  sir  A.  Cochrane,  com^ 
mander  in  chief  of  the  naval  forces,  for  the  active  assistance 
and  zealons  co-operation  which  he  was  ready,  upon  every  occa- 
sion, to  afford  me ;  a  disposition  conspicuous  in  every  branch  of 
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the  naral  service,  and  which  cannot  fail  to  ensure  success^  to 
erery  combined  operation  of  this, armament. 

Captain  Ekiward  Crofton,  commanding  the  brigade  of  seamen 
appointed  to  the  small  arms,  for  the  animated  and  enthusiastic 
example  which  he  held  forth  to  his  men,  deserves  my  approba- 
tion ;  as  do  also  captains  Nourse,  Monej,  SuiiiTan,  and  Ram. 
say,  R.N.,  for  the  steadiness  and  good  order  which  they  main- 
tained in  their  several  directions. 

I  feel  every  obligation  to  rear-admiral  Cockburn,  for  the 
counsel  and  assistance  which  he  afforded  me,  and  from  which  1 
derived  ^hc  most  signal  benefit. 

To  colonel  Paterson,  for  the  steady  manner  in  which  he 
brought  his  column  into  action,  I  give  my  best  thanks. 

The  honorable  lieutenant-colonel  Mullins  deserved  every  ap- 
probation for  the  excellent  order  in  which  he  led  that  part  of  the 
right  brigade  under  his  command,  while  charging  the  enemy  in 
line. 

Major  Jones,  commanding  the  light  brigade,  merits  my  best 
acknowledgments^  for  the  active  and  skilful  dispositions  by 
which  he  covered  all  the  movements  of  the  army. 

The  distinguished  gallantry  of  captain  De  Bathe,  of  the  95th 
light  infantry,  has  been  particularly  reported  to  me,  and  1  beg 
to  record  my  own  knowledge  of  Similar  conduct  on  former  oc- 
casions. 

To  major  Faunce,  of  the  4th  regiment,  for  the  manner  in 
which  he  gained  and  turned  the  enemy's  left,  as  well  as  for 
the  excellent  discipline  maintained  in  that  regiment,  every  parti- 
cular praise  is  due. 

The  exertions  of  major  Gubbins,  commanding  the  B5th  light 
infantry  ;  and  of  major  Kenny,  commanding  the  light  compa- 
niesy  were  highly  commendable. 

Captain  Mitchell,  commanding  the  royal  artillery  ;  captain 
Carmichael,  a  meritorious  officer  of  that  corps ;  and  lieutenant 
Lawrence,  of  the  marine  artillery,  are  entitled  to  my  best 
thanks ;  as  is  captain  Blanchard,  commanding  royal  engineers, 
for  the  abilities  he  displayed  in  his  particular  branch  of  the 
service. 

To  lieutenant  Evans,  of  the  3d  dragoons,  acting  deputy.quar. 
ter-master-general  to  this  army,  for  the  unremitting  zeal, 
activity,  and  perfect  intelligence,  which  he  evinced  in  the  dis- 
charge of  the  various  and  difficult  duties  of  his  department,  I 
feel  warmly  indebted ;  and  I  beg  to  solicit,  through  yonr  lord- 
ship, a  promotion  suitable  to  the  high  professional  nierits  of  this 
officer. 

Captain  M^Dougall,  aide  decamp  to  the  late  general  Ross, 
(and  who  has  acted  as  asslstant-adjutant-general  in  the  absence 


of  major  Debbeig  through  indispositipn,)  Is  the  bearer  of  these 
despatches ;  and  haying  been  in  the  confidence  of  general  Ross, 
as  well  as  in  mine,  will  be  found  perfectly  capable  of  giving 
your  lordship  any  further  information  relative  to  the  operations 
of  this  artiny  which  you  oiay  require  :  he  is  aji  officer  pf  great 
meiit  and  promise,  and  I  beg  to  recommend  him  to  your  lord- 
sinp^s  protection.        I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &£• 

ARTflUR  BROO&£,  coLooel  commandung. 


^«^^^^^«i«^«^«^«^r#^^ 
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tUiwn^  of  ihe  killed  and  wound^^  in  aoiwn  piUh  the  enemy^ 
near  BalHmwre^  on  tke  VUh  of  September  j  1814. 

General  staff; — 1  major-general,  2  horses,  killed;  1  hor^e,  wounded* 

Hoyal  artillery ;— 6  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

'Royal  marine-artillery; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  3  rank  and  Me^ 
jvounded. 

'^tk  regiment i  J «/ &i(f^;—l. Serjeant,  1  rank  and  file,  kiUed  ;  ^3  aer* 
jaan|8«  IQ  rank  f^nd  file,  woui^ed. 

%Ut  regimentf  }si  hfitt,  ;-r-t  subaUero,  t  serjp^t,  9  rank  and  file, 
killed  ;  1  captain,  1  .subaltern^  2  Serjeants,  77  i;ank  and  file,  wounded. 

^4th  regiment f   Ut  batt,,;-^!!   raqk  and   file,  killed ;  3  captains,  .3 
subalterns,  .5  serjeantsj  78  rank  rand  file,  wounded. 
<     85th  light  infantry ; — 3  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  captains,  1  subaltern, 
:S6  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

4i<^/mann<»,^/i;6aU.;— ^  rank  f^nd  file,  killed;  lO^rfink  and  filje, 
jwounded. 

Royal  marines,  3d  batt,i-^2  J^ank  and  file,  killed ;  1  Serjeant,  9  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Detachments  of  royal  marines^  front  the  ships,  attached  to  the  2d  bat" 
4alion; — 2  rank  and  file,kiU6d;  1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

\D*tachn{enis  of  royal  marines,  under  the  command  of  captain  Robyns;-r^ 
S^  rank  and  .file,JLilled.|  1, captain,  9  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Xotal; — 1  general  .staff,  1  subaltern,  %  Serjeants,  .35  rank  and  file, 
killed;  7  captains,  4 .subalterns,  11  Serjeants,  find  $2^9  rank  and 
file,  wounded. 

Names  of  oifficers  killed  and  wounded. 

KUl€d;'^General  tS/o^;— Major-general  Robert  Ross. 

•i&lst^titt/eers;*— Lieutenant  Gracie. 

lf<M<n<^(^  ;'-n3;ls^/tt«t/eer<;--Brigade-majorEenny,  sljghtly;  iieute* 
4[|ant  .Lea vocq,  severely. 

^^(h  regiment ; — Brigade-major  Cruice,  slightly  ;  capti^in  JTamilton 
Qreenshields,  dangerously  (since  dead);  captain  George  Uill,  lieutenant 
]^jchard  Cruice,  ensign  J.  White,  severely. 

85^ /^A«  in /wnfry;— Captains  W.  P.  De  Bathe  and  J.  D.  Hicks, 
JjiUtenaiu  G.  Wellings,  slightly. 
^    fioyal  marines ; — Captain  John  Robyns,  severely. 

HENRY  J>£BB£iG,  major,  A.JX,^  gen. 
TOL.   li.  L  L 
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'  No.  73, 

From  sir  Jlexander  Cochrane  to  Mr.  Croker. 

Sir,  H.M  S.Tonnant,  Chesapeake,  Sept.  17.  1814. 

I  request  that  jou  will  be  pleased  to  inform  my  lords  commis* 
•loners  of  the  admiralty,  that  the  approaching  equinoctial  new 
moon  rendering  it  unsafe  to  proceed  immediately  out  of  the  Chesa- 
peake with  the  combined  expedition,  to  act  upon  the  plans  which 
had  been  concerted  pretious  to  the  departure  of  the  Iphigenia ;  ma- 
jor-general Ross  and  myself  resoWcKl  to  occupy  the  intermediate 
timetoadfantage,  by  making  a  demonstration  upon  the  city  of 
Baltimore  which  might  be  converted  into  a  real  attack,  should 
circumstances  appear  to  justify  it ;  and,  as  our  arrangementi 
were  soon  made,  I  proceeded  up  this  river,  and  anchored 
off  the  mouth  of  the  Patapsco,  on  the  11th  instant,  where  the 
frigates  and  smaller  yesseh  entered  at  a  convenient  distance  for 
landing  the  troops. 

At  an  early  hour  the  next  morning,  the  disembarkation  of  the 
army  was  effected  without  opposition,  baring  attached  to  it  a 
brigade  of  600  seamen,  under  captain  E.  Crofton,  (late  of  the 
Leopard,)  the  second  battalion  of  marines,  the  marines  of  the 
squadron,  and  the  colonial  black  marines.  Rear-admiral Coclc. 
burn  accompanied  the  general,  to  advise  and  arrange  as  might 
.  be  deemed  necessary  for  our  combined  efforts. 

So  soon  as  the  army  moved  forward,  I  hoisted  my  flag  in  tilt 
Surprise,  and  with  the  remainder  of  the  frigates,  bombs,  sloops, 
and  the  rocket-ship,  passed  further  up  the  river,  to  render  what 
co-operation  could  be  found  practicable. 

While  the  bomb. vessels  were  working  up,  in  order  that  ws 
might  open  our  fire  upon  the  enemy's  fort  at  day.break  next 
morning,  an  account  was  brought  to  me,  that  major-general 
Ross,  when  reconnoitring  the  enemy,  had  received  a  mortal 
wound  by  a  musket.ball,  which  closed  his  glorious  career  be- 
'  fore  he  could  be  brought  off  to  the  ship. 

It  is  a  tribute  due  to  the  memory  of  this  gallant  and  respected 
ofBcer,  to  pause  in  my  relation,  while  I  lament  the  loss  that  hit 
majesty's  service  and  the  army,  of  whith  he  was  one  of  the 
brightest  ornaments,  have  sustained  by  his  death.  The  unani- 
'  mity  and  the  zeal,  which  he  manifested  on  every  occasion,  while  I 
had  the  honor  of  serving  with  him,  gave  life  and  ease  to  the 
roost  arduous  undertakings.  Too  heedless  of  his  personal  ^ 
curity  when  in  the  field,  his  devotion  to  the  care  and  honor  of 
his  army  has  caused  the  termination  of  his  valuable  life.  Thf 
major-general  has  left  a  wife  and  family,  for  whom  I  am  coufi* 
dent  his  grateful  country  will  provide. 
The  skirmishes  which  had  deprived  the  army  of  its  bravf 
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general,  was  a  prelude  to  a  most  decisive  Tictory  oyer  the  flower 
of  the  enemy's  troops.  Colonel  Brooke,  on  whom  the  com- 
mand deyolyed,  haying  pushed  forward  our  force  to  within  five 
miles  of  Baltimore,  where  the  enemy,  about  6000  or  7000,  had 
taken  up  an  advanced  position,  strengthened  by  field- pieces,  and 
where  hejiad  dbposed  himself,  apparently  with  the  intention  of 
-making  a  determined  resistance,  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  such 
impetuosity,  that  he  ivas  obliged  soon  to  give  way,  and  fly  in 
every  direction,  leaving  on  the  field  of  battle  a  considerable 
number  of  kill^  and  wounded,  and  two  pieces  of  cannon. 

For  the  particulars  of  this  brilliant  afiair,  1  beg  leave  to  refer 
their  lordships  to  rear-admiral  Cockburn's  despatch,  transmitted 
herewith. 

At  day-break  the  next  morning,  the  bombs  having  taken 
their  stations  within  shell-range,  supported  by  the  Surprise, 
with  the  other  frigates  and  sloops,  opened  their  fire  upon  tho 
fort  that  protected  the  entrance  of  the  harbor,  and  I  had  now 
an  opportunity  of  observing  the  strength  and  preparations  of 
the  enemy. 

The  approach  to  the  town  on  the  land-side  was  defended  by 
i^ommanding  heights,  upon  which  was  constructed  a  chain  of 
redoubts,  connected  by  a  breast.work,  with  a  ditch  in  front, 
an  extensive  train  of  artillery,  and  a  shew  of  force  that  was  re* 
ported  to  be  from  15  to  20,000men. 

The  entrance  by  sea,  within  which  the  town  is  retired  nearly 
three  miles,  was  entirely  obstructed  by  a  barrier  of  vessels  sunk 
it  the  mouth  of  the  harbor,  defended  inside  by  gun-boats, 
flanked  on  the  right  by  a  strong  and  regular  fortification,  and 
On  the  left  by  a  battery  of  several  heavy  guns. 

These  preparations  rendering  it  impracticable  to  afiford  any 
essential  co-operation  by  sea,  I  considered  that  an  attack  on 
'the  enemy's  strong  position  by  the  army  only,  with  such  dis- 
parity of  force,  though  confident  of  success,  might  risk  a 
greater  loss  than  the  possession  of  the  town  woulil  compensate 
for,  while  holding  in  view  the  ulterior  operations  of  this  force 
in  thlB  contemplation  of  his  majesty's  government ;  and  there, 
fore,  as  the  primary  object  of  our  movement  had  been  already 
fully  accomplished,  I  communicated  my  observations  to  colonel 
Brooke,  who,  coinciding  m  ith  me  in  opinion,  it  was  mutually 
agpeed  that  we  should  withdraw. 

The  following  morning,  (he  army  began  leisurely  to  retire  ; 
and  so  salutary  was  the  efiect  produced  on  the  enemy  by  the 
defeat  he  had  experienced,  that,  notwithstanding  every  oppor- 
tunity was  oflered  for  his  repeating  the  conflict,  with  an  infinite 
superiority,  our  troops  rcembarked  without  molestation.  The 
ships  of  war  dropped  down  as  the  army  retired. 

The  result  of  this  demonstration  has  been  the  defeat  of  the 

X.  L  9 
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lanDj  of  tkeenemjr,  ilie  dcstrucUon,  by  tiieiiuelT.esy  of  i^^aaa- 
tity  of  chipping,  the  iMiriiing  of  an  extemsi^e  rope-Wikik«  aidl 
othtr  pabUc  wActions ;  ithe  causing  of  them  to«remo^e, their  priou 
fpertj  from  the  city,  and,  aboYeall,  the.colIettiQg:a[id  haraii^ 
iftiBg  of  the  armed  inhabitaots  from  the  surroaodiog  cjountry^; 
produciDg  a  total  stagnation  of  their  commerce^  ai>d  heapingJvpQii 
them  considerable  .expenses,  at  the  same  time  effectually  drawiqg 
roff  their  attention  and  support  from  other  important  quarters* 

It  has  been  a  source  of  the  greatest  gratification  to  me,  the 
continuaate  of  that  uaanimity  eitsting  between  the  twjo  ^r- 
-Tices,  which  .1  iiave  before  noticed  to  their  lordships  ;  and  I 
ibaTe  rea&on  to  assure  them,  that  the  command  of  the  army  has 
fallen  upon  a  most  zealous  and  able  officer  in  colonel  Brooke,  who 
rhas  followed  up  the  system  of  cordiality  that  had  been  so  bene- 
ficially adopted  by  bis  much-lamented  ohief. 

Rear.admifal  Cockburn,  to  whom  I  had  eonfided  that  part 
of  the  Jiaval  service  which  was  connected  with  the  army,  evinced 
liis  usual  zeal  and  ability,  and  executed  his  important  tmst.tp 
my  entire  satisfaction. 

Rear.admiral  Jdaleolm,  who  regulated  the  collectioa,  de- 
l)arkatiou,  and  re-embarkation  of  the  troops,  and  the  snpplic^ 
they  required,  has  merited  my  best  thanks  for  his  indefat^gahl^ 
.eji^ertions ;  and  I  hare  to  extpress  my  acknowledgments  for  thjB 
counsel  and  assistance  which,  in  all  our  operations.  I  bare  to 
ceived  from  rear-admiral  Codriogton,  the  captain  of  the  fleet. 

The  capt^ns  of  the. squadron,  ^bo  were  eipployed  on  this 
various  duties  a-ifloat,  were  all  emulous  to  promote  the  serri^ 
iin  which  they  were  engaged,  and,  with  the  officers  actii^g  und^ 
them,  are  entitled  to  my  fullest  approbation. 

fl  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  th^ir  lordships  to  tbere- 
ipoct  rear-admiral  Cockburn  has  made,  of  the  meritorious  aod 
.gallant  conduct >of  the  naval  brigade ;  as  well  ie^  to  the  accpm* 
;panyiDg  letter  from  colonel  ^Br^ooke,  >esj)re3siQ^  his  obligation 
to. captain  Edward  Croftan,  <who  caoupanded,  and  captains  T. 
'B«< Sullivan,  Rowland,  Money,  and  Robert  Ramsay,  who  had 
.charge  of  divisions ;  and  I  have  to  reconunend  these  officers, 
together  with  those  who  are  particularly  noticed  by  the  rear* 
(admiral,,  to  their  lordship^  favorable  consideration. 

Captain  Robyns,  of  the  royal  n^arines,  who  commanded  (bfi 
marines  of  the  squadron  on  this  occasion,  and  in  the  operations 
•against  Washington,  baiivg  severely  wounded,  I  Jieg  leave  to 
htln^  him  to  their. lordship's  rccoHectioB,  as  having  been  fre- 
quently noticed  for  his  gallant  conduct  during  the  services  In 
'the  Chesapeake,  and  to  recommend  him,  with  lieutenant  Samp- 
•son  Marshall,  of  the  Diadem.,  who  is  4%0igerQus|y  wounded^  to 
their  lordships'  favor  and  protection. 
JUrst«^etttenaIU  John  .Lawrence,  of  the ,rioyaL  marine  JMrtfl- 
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letfy  wBo  eommand^  the  nuckct-brigade^  haf  again  rendered 
essentiad  service,  and  is  highly  spakeo  of  by  eolooel  Brovkew 

Captain^  Edward  Croftoii',  who  will  have  the  honor  of  de*. 
limring  this  despatch ,  is.  competent  to  erxplaiB  any  fiirAer 
p«rtioaJar8;  and  I  beg  leare  to  recommend  him  to  their  hird* 
shipsf  protection y  as  a  most  zealous  and  intelJigent  offiffer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,.  &c. 

ALEXANDER  COCHRANE, 
Vice-admiral,  and  coimnaader  in  chief. 

To  Jahn  Wilson  CrokeT)  Esq.  Stc. 

No.  74. 

JFram  r^W'^dmiral  Cochburn  to  sir  Alexander  Cochrane. 

H.  M.  S.  Seyem,  In  the  Patapsco, 
Sir,  15th  Sept.  1814. 

In  furtherance  of  the  instructions  I  had  the  honor  to  receire 
from  you  on  the  Ilth  instant^  I  landed  at  day-light  on  die  1:2th 
"With  major-general  Ross,  and  the  force  under  his  command^  at 
a:  place  the  general  and  myself  had  previously  fixed  upon,  near* 
to  North-point,  at  .the  entrance  of  the  Patapsco  ;  and,  in  con* 
formity  with  his^wishes,  I  determined  on  remaining  on  shore, 
and  accompanying  the  army,  to  render  him  erery  assistance 
'Within  my  power  during  the  contemplated  movements  and  ope. 
ligations  \  therefore,  so  soon  as  our  landing  was  completed,  I 
directed  captain  Nourse,  of  this  ship,  to  advance  "up  the 
Patapsco  with  the  frigate,  sloops,  and  bomb-ships,  to  bombard 
the  fort,  and  threaten  the  water- approach  to  Baltimore,  and  I 
moved  on  with  the  army  and  seamen  (under  captain  Edward 
Crofton)  attached  to  it,  on  the  direct  road  leading  to  the 
above-mentioned  town. 

W^had  advanced  about  five  miles,  (without  any  other  occur- 
rence than  taking  prisoners  a  few  lighti-borsemen,)  when  the  gene, 
ltd  and  myself,  being  with  the  advanced  guard,  observed  a  divisioti 
of  the  enemy  posted  at  a  turning  of  the  road,  extending  into  a 
nvood  on  our  left ;  a  sharp  fire  was  almost  immediately  opened 
upon  it,  and  as  quickly  returned  with  considerable  efifect  by  our 
advanced  guard,  which  pressing  steadily  forward,  soon  obliged 
the  enemy  to  run  off  with  the  utmost  precipitation,  leaving  be- 
hind him  several  men  killed  and  wounded;  but  it  is  with  the 
most  heartfelt  sorrow  I  have  to  add,  that  in  this  short  and  de- 
snltory  skirmish^  my  gallant  and  highly  valued  friend,  the  ma. 
jori-general,  received  a  musket-ball  through  his  arm  pto  his 
breast,  which  proved  fatal  to  him  on  his  way  to  the  water.sidei 
for  re-embarkation. 

Our  country,  sir,  has  lost  in  him  one  of  its  best  and  bravest 
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soldiers;  and  those  who  knew  him,  as  I  did,  a  friend  most 
honored  and  be1o?ed  ;  and  I  trust,  sir,  I  may  be  forgiven  for 
(Considering  it  a  sacred  duty  1  owe  to  him  to  mention  here,  that 
"whilst  his  wounds  were  binding  up,  and  we  were  placing  him  on 
the  bearer  which  was  to  carry  him  oif  the  field,  he  assured  me 
that  the  wonnds  he  had  received  in  the  performance  of  his  duty 
to  his  country,  caused  him  not  a  pang  ;  but  he  feltalone  anxiety 
for  a  wife  and  family,  dearer  to  him  than  his  life ;  whem,  io  the 
event  of  the  fatal  termination  he  foresaw,  he  recommended  to 
the  protection  and  notice  of  his  majesty's  government,  and  the 
country. 

Colonel  Brooke,  on  whom  the  command  of  the  army  now 
devolved,  having  come  up,  and  the  body  of  our  troops  having 
closed  with  the  advance,  the  whole  proceeded  forward  about 
two  miles  further,  where  we  observed  the  enemy  in  force 
drawn  up  before  us  ;  (apparently  about  6000  or  7000  strong^;) 
on  perceiving  our  army,  be  filed  off  into  a  large  and  extensive 
wood  on  his  right,  from  which  he  commenced  a  cannonade  on  us 
from  his  field. pieces,  and  drew  up  his  men  behind  a  thick  paling, 
-where,  he  appeared  determined  to  make  his  stand.  Our  field- 
guns  answered  his  with  an  evident  advantage ;  and  so  soon  as 
colonel  Brooke  had  made  the  necessary  dispositions,  the  attack 
was  ordered,  and  executed  in  the  highest  style  possible.  The 
enemy  opened  his  musketry  on  us  from  his  whole  line,  immedi- 
ately we  approached  within  reach  of  it,  and  kept  up  his  fire  till 
we  reached  and  entered  the  wood,  when  he  gave  way  in  every 
direction,  and  was  chased  by  i|s  a  considerable  distance  with 
great  slaughter,  abandoning  his  post  of  the  Meeting-house,  situ- 
ated in  this  wood,  and  leaving  all  his  wounded,  and  two  of  his 
field-guns,  in  our  possession. 

An  advance  of  this  description,  against  superior  numbers  of 
an  enemy  so  posted,  could  not  be  effected  without  loss.  I  have 
the  honor  to  enclose  a  return  of  what  has  been  suffered  by 
those  of  the  naval  department,  acting  with  the  army  on  this  oc- 
casion ;  and  it  is,  sir,  with  the  greatest  pride  and  pleasure  I 
report  to  you,  that  the  brigade  of  seamen  with  small  arms, 
commanded  by  captain  E.  Crofton,  assisted  by  captains  Sullivan, 
Money,  and  Ramsay,  (the  three  senior  commanders  with  the 
fleet),  who  commanded  divisions  under  him,  behaved  with  a 
gallantry  and  steadiness  which  would  have  done  honur  to  the 
oldest  troops,  and  nhich  attracted  the  admiration  of  the  army* 
The  seamen  under  Mr.  Jackson,  master's  mate  of  the  Tonnant, 
attached  to  the  rocket  brigade,  commanded  by  the  firstJieute- 
nant  Lawrence,  of  the  marines,  behaved  also  with  equal  skill 
and  bravery.  The  marines,  landed  from  the  ships  under  the 
command  of  captain  Robyns,  the  senior  ofiicer  of  that  corps, 
belonging  to  the  fleet,  behaved  with  their  usual  gallantry. 

Altbongh,  sir,  in  making  to  you  ray  report  of  this  action^  I 
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Ilhow  it  is  right  I  should  confine  myself  to  mentioning  only  tlie. 
conduct  of  those  belonging  to  the  nayal  department,  yet  1  may: 
be  excused  for  venturing  further  to  state  to  you,  generally,  the. 
high  admiration  with  which  I  Tie  wed  the  conduct  of  the  whole, 
army,  and  the  ability  and  gallantry  with  which  it  was  managed,, 
and  headed,  by  its  braye  colonel,  which  insured  to  it  the  success 
It  met  with. 

The  night  being  fast  approaching,  and  the  troops  much 
fatigued,  colonel  Brooke  determined  on  remaining  for  the  night 
on  the  field  of  battle ;  and,  on  the  morning  of  the  13(h,  leaving 
a  small  guard  at  the  Meeting-house  to  coUect  and  protect  the 
wounded,  we  again  moved  forwards  towards  Baltimore ;  on 
approaching  which,  it  was  found  to  be  defended  by  extremely 
strong  works  on  every  side,  and  immediately  in  front  of  us  by 
an  extensive  hill,  on  which  was  an  entrenched  camp,  and  great, 
q uan ties  of  artillery  ;  and- the  information  we  collected,  added 
to  what  we  observed,  gave  us  to  believe  there  were  at  least, 
within  their  works,  from  15  to  20,000  men.  Colonel  Brooke 
lost  no  time  in  reconnoitring  these  defences ;  after  which,  he. 
made  his  arrangement  for  storming,  during  the  ensuing  night, 
with  his  gallant  little  army,  the  entrenched  camp  in  our  front, 
notwithstanding  all  the  difficulties  which  it  presented.  The 
subsequent  communications  which  we  opened  with  you,  how- 
ever, induced  him  to  relinquish  again  the  idea,  and  therefore 
yesterday  morning  the  army  retired  leisurely  to  the  Meeting, 
house,  where  it  halted  for  some  hours  to  make  the  necessary  ar. 
rangements  respecting  the  wounded  and  the  prisoners  taken  on 
the  12th,  which  being  completed,  it  made  a  further  short  move- 
ment in  the  evening  towards  the  place  where  it  had  dis.em- 
barked,  and  where  it  arrived  this  morning  for  re.embarkation, 
without  suffering  the  slightest  molestation  from  the  enemy  ; 
who,  in  spite  of  his  superiority  of  number,  did  not  even  yen. 
ture  to  look  at  us  during  the  slow  and  deliberate  retreat. 

As  you,  sir,  were  in  person  with  the  advanced  frigates,  sloops, 
and  bomb- vessels,  and  as,  from  the  road  the  army  took,  1  did  not 
see  them  after  quitting  the  beach,  it  would  be  superfluous  for  me 
to  make  any  report  to  you  respecting  them.  I  have  now,  there* 
fore,  oU'Iy  to  assure  you  of  my  entire  satisfaction  and  approba- 
tion  of  the  conduct  of  every  officer  anfl  man  employed  under 
me,  during  the  operations  above  detailed,  and  to  express  to 
you  how  particularly  I  consider  myself  indebted  to  captain  £d« 
ward  Crofton,  (acting  captain  of  the  Royal  Oak,)  for  the. 
gallantry,  ability,  and  zeal,  with  which  he  led  on  the  brigade  of 
seamen  in  the  action  of  the  12th,  and  executed  all  the  other  ser« 
yices  with  which  he  has  been  entrusted  since  our  landing  ;  to 
captain  White,  (acting  c&ptain  of  the  Albion,)  who  attended 
aae  as  my  aide  de  camp  the  whole  time,  and  rendered  me  eyerjr 
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](>0S8ibfe  aasisfance ;  to  tApMhi  Svlttfaii,  HoAef^  ibaittkmuiyf 
who  commanded  diYbions  of  tbe  brig^ad^  of  s^meii ;  to  li^tl^' 
tiint  James  Scott,  of  the  Alhion,  whom  I  have  had  much  fn^ 
quent  cause  to  mention  to  you  on  former  occasions,  and  who  iit^ 
tiie  battle  of  the  I^th  commanded  a  division  of  seamen^  aiid 
behared  most  gallantly,  occasionally  also  acting  as  an*ertraaide 
de  camp  to  myself.  Captain  Robyns,  who  commanded  the  ma^* 
lines  of  the  fleet,  and  who  was  seterely  Wouilded  durin|^  the  en. 
gagement,  I  also  beg  to  recommend  to  yonr  faronrable  notice 
and  consideration,  as  well  as  lieutenant  George  C.  Urmsfon,  df 
the  Albion,  whom  I  placed  in  command  of  the  smaller  boats,  to 
cndeaTour  to  keep  up  a  communication  between  the  army  and 
navy,  which  he  effected  by  gre.it  perseyerance,  and  tbei'eby  red. 
dered  us  most  essential  service.  In  shorty  sir,  every  individoal 
seemed  animated  with  equal  anxiety  to  distinguish  himself  by 
good' conduct  on  this  occasion,  and  I  trust,  therefore,  the  whole 
will  be  deemed  worthy  of  your  approbation.  ^ 

Captain  Nourse,  of  the  Severn,  wa»  good  enough  to  rciceivd 
iiy  flag  for  this  service ;  he  rendered  nle  great  assistance  in  get. 
ting  the  ships  to  the  different  stations  within  the  river,  and  lihtii 
the  storming  of  the  fortified  hill  was  contemplated,  he  hasteiled 
io  my  assistance  with  a  reinforcement  of  seamed  and  marines; 
tfnd  I  should  consider  myself  wanting  in  candour  and  justice  did 
I  not  particularly  point  out,  sir,  to  you,  the  high  opinion  I  en- 
tertain of  the  enterprise  afid  ability  of  this  valuable  officer,  not 
<$n1y  for  his  conduct  on  this  occasion,  but  on  the  yery  many 
6thers  on  which  I  have  employed  him  since  with  me  in  tlMi 
Chesapeake.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  ^c* 

G£ORG£  COCKBURN,  rear-ddmiral. 

Vice-admiral  thehon.  sir  A.  Cochrane,  R.B, 
Pommander  in  chief. 

No.  75. 

Colonel  Brooke  to  the  same* 

On  board  his  majesty's  ship  TonnaAt, 
Dear  sir,  September  1&,  1814 

I  beg  leave  to  be  allowed  to  state  to  you,  how  much  I  feel 
indebted  to  captain  Crofton,  commanding  the  brigade  of  sailors 
from  his  majesty's  ships  under  your  command ;  as  also  to  cap* 
tains  Sullivan,  Money,  and  Ramsay,  for  their  yery  great  exer* 
tlons  in  performing  every  formation  made,  by  his  nis^ie^ty's 
troops,  having  seen  myself  those  officers  expose  thefli8elvi»  to 
the  hotl^t  pf  th^  elieiti;^'s  fire,  to  kee^  their  men  in  the  litie  of 
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nsrelk,  witb  the  didcipliiied  troops*  The  bhedieni  u^  steodftf 
coistldet  of  the  saiYors,  believe  me,  sir,  esdte±  the  afdhsiratioA 
df^erf  individual  of  the  army,  as  well  as  mj  greatest  gra^odliK 

Believe  me  to  be,  dear  sir, 

ARTHUR  BROOKE^' eol..comw ' 
yice>«dmiral  the  hon.  sir  A.  Cochrane,  K.Bv 
commander-in-chief. 


<r#s#^sr^^v#«sr'#«Nr«^ 


Na.  76. 

A  return  of  killed  and  wounded  belonging  to  the  nat>j/,  disefH" 
barked  with  the  army  under  major-geheral  Ross^  September^ 
12,  1814. 

Tonnont ; — 1  petty  officer,  5  semnan,  3  marines,  ftrotinded. 

Albion ;^S  seamen  killed;  1  petty  officer,  9  seamen,  6  marine^ 
wounded. 

RamilUes ; — S  marines  killed  ;  4  petty  officers^  6  seanien,  4  marineB, 
wounded. 
^  Diadem ; — 1  officer,  2  seamen,  wounded* 

■JSielporntne; — 1  petty  officer  killed. 

2Vffre;— 1  seaman  wounded. 

Madagascar  ; — 1  marine  killed ;  1  marine  wounded* 

Ho^al  Oak ; — 1  marine  wounded. 

Total  killed — 1  petty  officer,  3  seamen,  3  marines. 

ToCal  wounded — 1  officer,  6  petty  officers,  22  seamen,  15  marines. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed — Melpomene  I'^Mt.  William,  (or  Arthur)  Edmonson,  clerk. 

Wounded — !ZVmna7rf /—captain  Robyns,  royal  marines,  severely; 
Mr.  Charles  Oule,  midshipman,  severely. 

i>iWe;7i;— lieutenant  S.  Marshall,  severely. 

Albion  ;— John  Billett,  quarter-master,  severely. 

Ramiilies ;  — Robert  Wafton  (or  Watton)  boatswain*s-mate,  severely; 
Henry  Bakewell  yeoman  of  the  powder-room,  badly ;  John  Prickett, 
ship's  corporal,  slightlv. 

G.  COCKBURN,  rear-lidmlral. 


^#^^#^#^^#^|»^^##>» 


No.  77. 

From  major-general  Smithy  to  the  American  secretary  at  war. 

(Extras.) 

About  the  time  gweral  Strieker  had  taken  the  ground  just 
ipentioned,  he  was  joined  by  brigadier-general  Winder,  'who 
had  been  stationed  on  the  west  side  of  the  city,  but  was  now 
ordered  to  niarch  with  general  Douglas's  brigade  of  Virginia 
militia,  and  the  United  States'  dragoons,  under  captain  Bird, 
and  take  post  on  the  left  of  general, Strieker.    During  these 
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moTemeots,  the  1)ngades  of  generals  Stansbury  and  Foremafl^. 
the  Bearnen  and  marines  under  commodore  Rodgers,  the  Penn* 
iyivania  rolanteers  under  colonels  Cobean  and  Findlej,  the 
Baltimore  artillery  under  colonel  Harris,  and  the  marine 
artillery  under  captain  Stiles,  manned  the  trenches  and  the 
batteries— all  prepared  to  receire  the  enemy.  We  remained 
in  this  situation  during  the  night. 

On  Tuesday,  the  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  my  entrench- 
ments, at  the  distance  of  two  miles,  on  the  Philadelphia  road, 
from  whence  he  had  a  full  view  of  our  position.     He  manceu- 
Tred  during   the  morning  towards    our   left,   as  if  with  the 
intention  of  making  a  circnitous  march,  and  coming  down  ott- 
the  Harford  or  York  roads.     Generals  Winder  and  Strieker 
were  ordered  to  adapt  their  movement  to  those  of  the  enemy, 
so  as  to  baffle  this  supposed   intention.     They  executed  this 
order  with  great  skill  and  judgment,  by  taking  an  adrantage* 
ous  position,  stretching  from  my  left  across  the  country,  when* 
the  enemy  was  likely  to  approach  the  quarter  he  seemed  to 
threaten.     This  mo?ement  induced  the  enemy  to  concentrate' 
kis  forces  (between  one  and  two  o'clock),  in  my  front,  pushing 
his  advance  to  within  a  mile  of  us,  driving  in  our  yidettes,  and 
showing  an  intention  of  attacking  us  that  evening.     I  imme- 
diately drew  generals  Winder  and  Striker  nearer  to  the  left- of 
my  entrenchments,   and  to   the  right  of  the  enemy,  with  the 
intention  of  their  falling  on  his  right  or  rear,  should  he  attack 
me;  or,  if  he  declined  it,  of  attacking  him  in  the  mornin/;. 
To  this  movement,  and  to  the  strength  of  my  defence,  which 
the  enemy  had  the  fairest  opportunity   of  observing,   I  am 
induced  to  attribute  his  retreat,  which  was  commenced  at  half-' 
past  one  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning.     In  this  he  was  so . 
favored  by  the  extreme  darkness,  and  a  continued  rain,  that 
we  did  not  discover  it  until  day -light. 

I  have  now  the  pleasure  of  calling  your  attention  to  the 
brave  commander  of  Fort  M^Henry,  major  Armistead,  and  to 
the  operations  confined  to  that  quarter.  The  enemy  made  his 
approach  by  water  at  the  same  time  that  his  army  was  adranc- 
ing  on  the  land,  and  commenced  a  discharge  of  bombs  anvl 
rockets  at  (he  fort,  as  soon  as  he  got  within  range  of  it.  The 
situation  of  majov  Armistead  was  peculiarly  trying-^the  enemy 
having  taken  his  position  such  a  distance,  as  to  render  offensive 
operations  on  the  part  of  the  fort  entirely  fruitless,  whilst  their 
bombs  and  rockets  were  every  moment  falling  in  and  about  it 
—the  officers  and  men,  at  the  san  e  time,  entirely  exposed. 
The  vessels,  however,  had  the  temerity  to  approach  somewhat 
nearer — they  were  as  soon  compelled  to  \uthdraw.  During> 
the  night,  whilst  the  enemy  on  land  was  retreating,  and  whilst 
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the  bombardment  was  most  severe,  two  or  three  rocket  yessels' 
and  barges  succeeded  in  getting  up  the  Ferry  Branch,  but  they 
were  soon  compelled  to  retire,  by  the  forts  in  that  quarter, 
commanded  by  lieutenant  Newcomb,  of  the  navy,  and  lieute. 
nant  Webster,  of  the  flotilla.  These  forts  also  destroyed  one  of 
the  barges,  with  all  on  board.  The  barges  and  battery  at  the 
Lazaretto,  under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Rutter,  of  the' 
flotilla,  kept  up  a  brisk,  and  it  is  believed,  a  successful  fire, 
during  the  hottest  period  of  the  bombardment. 


^s#vr«vr  ^'#  «^r<#««^#^tf^r 


No.  78. 


From  Captain  Lockyer  to  vice-admiral  Cochrane* 

His  Majesty's  sloop  Sophie,  Cat  island 
SIR,  Roads,  Dec.  18,  1814. 

I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  your  order«, 
the  boats  of  the  squadron  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  place 
under  my  command^  were  formed  into  three  divisions,  (the  first 
headed  by  myself,  the  second  by  captain  Montressor  of  the 
Manly,  and  the  third  by  captain  Roberts  of  the  Meteor,)  and 
proceeded  on  the  night  of  the  12th  instant  from  the  frigate's 
anchorage,  in  quest  of  the  enemy's  flotilla. 

After  a  very  tedious  row  of  thirty.six  hours,  during  which 
the  enemy  attempted  to  escape  from  us,  the  wind  fortunately 
obliged  him  to  anchor  off  St.  Joseph's  island,  and  nearing  him 
on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  I  disco?ered  his  force  to  consist 
of  five  guu-vessels  of  the  largest  dimensions,  which  were 
moored  in  a  line  a-breast,  with  springs  on  their  cables,  and 
boarding  nettings  triced  up,  evidently  prepared  for  our  re- 
ception. 

Observing,  also,  as  we  approached  the  flotilla,  an  armed 
sloop  endeavouring  to  join  them,  captain  Roberts,  who  volun- 
teered to  take  her  with  part  of  his  division,  succeeded  in  cutting 
her  off  and  capturing  her  without  much  opposition. 

About  10  o'clock,  having  closed  to  within  long  gun.shot, 
I  directed  the  boats  to  come  to  a  grapnel,  and  the  people  to 
get  their  breakfasts;  and,  as  soon  as  they  had  finished,  we 
again  took  to  our  oars,  and  pulling  up  to  the  enemy  against  a 
strong  current,  running  at  the  rate  of  nearly  three  miles  aa 
hour  exposed  to  a  heavy  and  destructive  fire  of  round  and 
grape,  about  noon  1  had  the  satisfaction  of  closing  with  tha 
commodore  in  the  Seahorse's  barge. 

After  several  minutes'  obstinate  resistance,  in  which  the 
greater  part  of  the  oflicers  and  crew  of  this  boat  were  either 
killed  t)r  wounded,  myself  amongst  the  latter,  severely,   we 
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succeeded  in  bcnyrding^  and  beiafr  seconded  by  the'  Seabosie'l' 
first  liMiflji,  commanded  by  Mr.  WhU^  midsfajpman,  alid 
aided  by  the  boais^ef  the  Tonnant,  cemmanded  1^  Heo^emknt 
I'atneli,  we  soon  carried  her^  and  turned  her  gune  with  good 
effect  upon  the  remaining  fonr. 

During  thi»  time  captain  IMiontreaor's  difision  wa»  maka»(| 
•?ery  possible  exertion  to  close  with  the  enemj,  amd  wiUi  <lie 
aasistanee  of  the^  other  boate,  then  joined  by  captain  Roberts, 
in  about  five  minutes  we  bad  possession  o£  the  wboW  q£  the; 
flotilla. 

I  have  to  lament  the  loss  of  many  of  my  brate  and  gallant 
companions,  who  gloriously  fall  in  this  attack  ;  but,  consider- 
ing the  great  strength  of  the  enemy's  Tcssels  (whose  force  is 
underneath  described)  and  their  state  of  preparation,  wie  have 
by  no  means  suffered  so  severely  as  might  have  been  expected. 

I  am  under  the  greatest  obligations  to  the  officers,  seamen^ 
and  marines,  I  had  the  honor  to  command  on  this  occasion, 
to  whose  gallantry  and  exertions  the  service  is  indebted  for  thd 
capture'  of  these  vessels;  any  comments  of  mine  would  f^I 
short  of  the  praise  due  to  them  :  I  am  especially  indebted  to 
captains  Montresor  and  Roberts  for  their  advice  and  assistance: 
they  aire  entitled  to  more  than  I  can  say  of  them,  and  hare  my 
best  thanks  for  the  admirable  style  in  which  they  pushed  oa 
with  their  divisions  to  the  capture  of  the  remainder  of  the 
enemy's  flotilla. 

In  an  expedition  of  this  kind,  where  so  many  were  concerned, 
and  so  much  personal  exertion  and  bravery  was  displayed,  I 
find  it  impossible  to  particularize  every  individual  who  distia* 
guished  himself,  and  deserves  to  be  well  spoken  of,  but  I  feel 
it  my  duty  to  mention  those  whose  behaviour  fell  immediately 
nnder  my  own  eye. 

Lieutenant  George  Pratt,  second  of  the  Seahorse,  who  com- 
mandcc)  that  ship's  boats,  and  was  in  the  same  boat  with  me^ 
conducted  himself  to  that  admiration  which  I  cannot  sufficiently 
express  ;  in  his' attempt  to  board  the  enemy,  he  was  sererei 
times  severely  wounded,  and  at  last  so  dangerously,  that 
I  fear  the  service  will  be  deprived  of  this  gallant  and  prominnf 
young  officer. 

I  cannot  omit  to  mention,  also,  the  conduct  of  Uenienantt 
Tatnell  and  Roberts,  of  the  Tonnant,  particularly  theformer^ 
who,  after  having  his  boat  sunk  alongside,  got  into  /another^ 
and  gallantly  pushed  on  to  the  attack  of  the  remainder  of  the 
flotilla.  Lieutenant  Roberts  was  wounded  in  closing  with  the 
enemy.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,^  Sec. 

NICH.  LOCKYER,  captain. 
Vice-admiral  the  Hon.  Sir  Alexander  Cochrane^ 

commander-in-chief,  &c.  &c.  &c.  "^ 


No.  1,— Gun- vessel,  1  long  24-pounder,  4  l?-pounder  carronades, 
mnd  4  swivels,  with  a  complement  of  45  men ;  captain  Jones,  com- 
modore. 

No.  ^.•^^Grun-vQsiel,  <!  loii^  3^->pojimler,  6  loqg  fi^g^ouoders,  9  5-inch 
howitzers,  and  four  swivels,  with  a  complement  of  45  men;  lieutenant 
M'Tves. 

'  No.  S.— ^uiiovessel,  1  long  9i4-pc}i»n^er,  ^  'long  ^-potmd^^y  -9^4  4 
Mrivels,  wtcb  a  coQ^plemeat  of  4d  men. 

No.  4 f*«-Gun-v€ssel,  1  loi^  2<lpouud$r,  4.12^pounder  carronadeS| 
with  a  complement  of  45  men. 

No.  5.-*Gun-ves8el,  1  long  34-pounder,  4  12-pounder  carroDades, 
with  a  complement  of  45  men. 

fiTo.  6.— Armed  sloop,  1  long  6-poiiodlcr,  2  iS-pounder  carroBadeiy 
with  A  complement  of  20  fiien. 

-NICHOLAS.  Ji^OCKyER,  fi^^t^n. 


^^^^^^.^^^^^^^nt^^ 


No.  70. 

ifl  iisi  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  the  boats  of  his  mqfesi^^4 
^hips4U  the  capture  of  the  Amerioan  pinmvessols  near  J\ezo 
Orleans* 

Tonnant ; — 1  able  seaman,  2  ordinary  -seamen,  kiUed ;  1  lieutenant, 

4  midshipmen,  4  able  seamen,  4  ordinary,  2  landmen,3  private  DMudneSy 
woanded. 

Norge'^ — 1  quarter*master  killed :  1  master*s-mate^  4  able  ^ean^n, 

5  otrdiuary.  seamen,  1  private  marine,  wounded. 

Bedford; — 1  seaman  killed;  2  lieutenants,  1  masterVmate,  2  sea* 
inen,  wounded. 

Jioyal  Oak ;— 1  seaman  wounded. 

Ramiflies ;  —4  seamen  killed ;  9  seamen  wounded. 

Armidei'^i  seaman  killed. 

•Cydnus;^^!  midshipman,  1  seaman,  2  private  marines,  wounded. 

iS^orie ;— 1  midshipman,  1  volunteer  of  the  1st  class,  1  able  seaman, 
]  ordinary  seaman,  1  prvvate  marine,  killed  ;  1  lieutenant,  2  midship* 
Qien,  1  lieutenant  of  marines,  7  able  seamen,  7  ordinary  seamen,  1 
landman,  4  private  marines,  wounded* 

Trove; — 1  volunteer  of  the  1st  class,  1  captain  of  tlie  foretop,  killed; 
t  private  marine  wounded. 

Sdphie; — 1  captain  vmounded. 

'Metear^'^S  seamen  wounded. 

Belie  Pottle ; — 2  seamen  wounded. 

'Gorgon — 1  master's-mate  wounded. 

Total— S  midshipmen,  13  seanren,  1  private  marine,  killed ;  1  cap- 
tain, 4  lieutenants,  1  lieutenant  of  marines,  3  master's-mates,  7  mid- 
shipmen, 50  seamen,  1 1  marines,  wounded. 

Grant^Total-^irkilled;  77  wounded. 
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No.  80. 

From  lieutenant  Jones  to  commodofe  Pattenon. 

Sir,  New  Orleans,  l^th  March,  1815. 

Having  sufficiently  recovered  my  strength,  I  lio  myself  the 
honor  of  reporting  to  you  the  particulars  of  the  capture  of  the 
diTision  of  United  States'  gun  boats  late  under  my  command. 

Ob  the  12th  December,  1814,  the  enemy's  fleet  off  Ship  island 
increased  to  such  a  force  as  to  render  it  no  longer  safe  or  pru- 
dent for  me  to  continue  on  that  part  of  the  lakes  with  the  small 
force  which  I  commanded.  I  therefore  determined  io  gain  a 
station  near  the  Malheureux  islands  as. soon  as  possible,  which 
situation  would  better  enable  me  to  oppose  a  further  penetra- 
tion  of  the  enemy  up  the  lakes,  and  at  the  same  time  afford 
me  an  opportunity  of  retreating  to  the  Petite  Coquilles  if 
necessary. 

At  10,  A.M.  on  the  13th  I  discoTered  a  large  flotilla  of  barges 
had  left  the  fleet,  (shaping  their  course  towards  the  Pass  Chris- 
tian,) which  I  supposed  to  be  a  disembarkation  of  troops  intended 
to  land   at  that  place.     About  2,  P.M.  the  enemy's  flotilla 
having  gained  the  Pass  Christian,  and  continuing  their  course 
to  the  westward,  convinced  me  that  an  attack  on  the  gun^boats 
was  designed.     At  this  time  the  water  in  the  lakes  was  uncom- 
monly low,  owing  to  the  westerly  wind  which  had  prevailed  for 
a  number  of  days  previous,  and  which  still  continued  from  the 
same  quarter.     Nos.  150,  16^  and  163,  although  in  the  best 
channel,  were  in  12  or  18  inches  less  water  than  their  draught 
Every  eflbrt  was  made  to  get  them  a-float  by  throwing  over- 
board all  articles  of  weight  that  cxiuld  be  dispensed  with.     At 
3  30,  the  flood.tide  had  commencefl ;  got  under  weigh,  making 
the  best  of  my  way  towards  the  Petite  Coquilles.    At  3  45, 
the  enemy  despatched  three  boats  to  cut  out  the  schooner  Sea- 
horse, which  had  been  sent  into  the  bay  St.  Louis  that  morning 
to  assist  in  the  removal  of  the  public  stores,  which  I  had  pre- 
viously ordered.     There  finding  a  removal  ini practicable,   I 
ordered  preparations  to  be  made  for  their  destrnction,  least 
they  should  fall  into  the  enemy's  hands.     A  few  discharges  of 
grape.<ihot  from  the  Seahorse  compelled  the  three  boats,  which 
had  attacked  her,  to  retire  out  of  reach  of  her  guns,  until  thoy 
were  joined  by  four  others,  when  the  attack  was  recommenced 
by  the  seven  boats.     Mr.  Johnson  having  chosen  an  advantage- 
ous position  near  the  two  6.pounders  mounted  on  the  bank, 
maintained  a  sharp  action  for  near  30  minutes,  when  the  enemy 
hauled  off,  having  one  boat  apparently  much  injured,  and  with 
the  loss  of  several  men  killed  and  wounded.     At  7  30,  an 
explosion  at  *the  bay,  and  soon  after  a  large  fire^  induced  me  to 
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htMete  the  Seahorse  was  blown  up  and  the  public  store-house 
let  on  fire,  which  has  proved  to  be  the  fact. 

About  1  A.M.  on  the  14th,  the  wind  hafing  entirely  died 
awaj,  and  our  vessels  become  unmanageable,  came  to  anchor 
in  the  west-end  of  Malheureux  island's  passage.     At  daylight 
next  morning,  still  a  perfect  calm,  the  enemy's  flotilla  was 
about  nine  miles  from  us  at  anchor,  but  soon  got  in  motion  and 
rapidly  advanced  on  us.     The  want  of  wind,  and  the  strong 
ebb-tide  which  was  setting  through  the  pass,  left  me  but  one 
alternative,  which  was,  to  put  myself  in  the  most  advantageouf 
position,  to  give  the  enemy  as  warm  a  reception  as  possible. 
The  commanders  were  all  called  on  board  and  made  acquainted 
with  my  intentions,  and  the  position  which  each  vessel  was  to 
take,  the  whole  to  form  a  close  line  a- breast  across  the  channel, 
anchored  by  the  stern  with  springs  on  the  cable,  &c.  &c.    Thus 
we  remained  anxiously  awaiting  an  attack  from  the  advancing 
foe,  whose  force  1  now  clearly  distinguished  to  be  composed  of 
42  heavy  launches    and    gun-barges,   with   three  light  gigs, 
manned  with  upwards  of  1000  men  and  officers.     About  9  30, 
the  Alligator  (tender)  which  was  to  the  southward  and,  east- 
ward, and  endeavouring  to  join  the  division,  was  captured  by 
teveral  of  the  enemy's  barges,  when  the  whole  flotilla  came- to, 
"with  their  grapnels  a  little  out  of  reach  of  our  shot,  apparently 
making  arrangements  for  the  attack.     At  10  30,  the  enemy 
weighed,  forming  a  line  a-breast  in   open  order,  and  steering 
direct  for  our  line,  which  was  unfortunately  in  some  degree 
broken  by  the  force  of  the  current,  driving  Nos.  156  and  163 
about  100  yards  in  advance.     As  soon  as  the  enemy  came 
within  reach  of  our  shot,  a  deliberate  fire  from  our  long  guns 
was  opened  upon  him,  but  without  much  effect,  the  objects 
being  of  so  small  a  size.     At  10  minutes  before  11,  the  enemy 
opened  a  fire  from  the  whole  of  his  line,  when  the  action  became 
general  and  destructive  on  both  sides.     About  11  49,  the  ad- 
vance boats  of  the  enemy,  three  in  number,  attempted  to  board 
No.  156,  but  were  repulsed  with  the  loss  of  nearly  every  officer 
killed  or  woundi:d,  and  two  boats  sunk.     A  second  attempt 
.  to  board  was  then  made  by  four  other  boats,  which  shared 
almost  a  similar  fate.     At  this  moment  I  received  a  severe 
wound  in  my  left  shoulder,  which  compelled  me  to  quit  the 
deck,  leaving  it  in  charge  of  Mr.  George  Parker,  master's- 
mate,  who  gallantly  defended  the  vessel  until  he  was  severely 
wounded,  when  the  enemy,  by  his  superior  number,  succeeded 
in  gaining  possession  of  the  deck  about  10  minutes  past  12 
o'clock.     The  eueniy  immediately  turned  the  guns  of  his  prize 
on  the  other  gun-boats,   and  fired   several  shot  previous  to 
striking'  the  American  colours.      The  action  continued  with 
inpabatin^  severity  until  40  minutes  pa^t  12  o'clock^  when  it 


terminate  with  the  surreader  of  No.  23,  all  tlie  otb^r  rssspU 
having  previously  falleD  into  the  hands  of  the  oneni^. 

Id  this  unequal  contest  our  loss  in  iLiUed  and  wounded  lias 
iHsen  trifling,  compared  to  that  of  the  enemy. 

£nclQ8ed  you  will  receive  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded^ 
and  a  correct  statement  of  the  force  which  I  had  the  honor  to 
CAPiinand  at  the  commencement  of  the  action,  together  withaa 
<)stimate  of  the  force  I  had  to  contend  agains.t,  as  acknowledge^ 
by  the  enemy,  which  will  enable  you  to  decide  how  far  the 
hoioorof  our  country's  flag  has-been  supported  in  this  conflict* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c'. 

THOMAS  AP  CATESBY  JONES. 


No.  81. 

StfUemant  of  the  effective  forces  of  n  division  of  the  United 
States^  guh-boais  under  the  command  of  lieutenant^conu 
manding  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  Jones^  ai  the  commencement 
of  il^e  action,  with  a  flotilla  of  English  gun^hoats^  on  the 
Hth  December  1814. 

GuQ-boat  No.  5,  5  guns,  S6  men,  sailing-master  John  D.Penris :  goo* 
boat  23, 5  guns^  39  men,  lieutenant  Isaac  M*Keeve ;  gun-boat  No.  }56, 
5  guns,  41  men,  lieutenautcommandant  Thomas  A.  C.  Jones ;  .|^ui^ 
boat  162,  5  guns,  35  men,  lieutenant  Robert  Spedden;  gua-boi^  163^ 
3  guns,  31  men,  sailing-master  George-Ulrick. 

Total — 23  guns,  182  men. 

N.B  The  schooner  Seahorse,  had  one  6. pounder,  an.d  14 
men,  sailing-master  William  Johnson,  commander;  nonekQIed 
or  wounded. 

The  sloop  Alligator  (tender)  had  one  4 -pounder  and  eight 
men,  sailing-master  Richard  S  Shepperd,  commander. 

THOMAS  AP  CATESBr  JONES. 


<**sr**ir*^##*^ 


No.  82. 


Statement  of  the  British  forces  which  were  engaged  in  the 
capture  of  the  late  United  States*  gunboats^  Nosi^3^l66^  5, 
16^,  and  163,  near  the  Malheureux  islands j  lak€  Borgtie, 
lAth  December,  1814. 

Forty  launches  and  barges,  mounting  one  carronade,  each  of  12,  IS, 
a»id  24  caliber. 

One  launch,  mounting  one  long  brass  12-pouQder. 
One  launch,  mounting  one  long  brass  9-pounder. 
Tliree  gigs,  with  small^anns  only. 
Total  numl)er  of  boats— 45. 
Total  number  of  cannon— 43* 
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The  above  flotilla  was  manned  with  l^OQ  men  and  officers, 
commanded  by  captain  Lockyer,  who  received  three ,  severe 
wounds  in  the  action.  The  enemy,  as  usual,  will  not  acknow- 
ledge his  loss'on  this  occasion  in  boats  or  men ;  but  fron^  ,the 
nature  of  the  action,  and  the  observations  made  by  our  ofhcer6,i 
while  prisoners  in  their  fleet,  his  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  may 
be  justly  estimated  to  exceed  300,  among  whom  are  an  unusual 
proportion  of  ofliceis. 


^^tf^#^#^^«^^#N#^# 


No.  83. 


From  major'general  Keane  to  major-general  the  honorable  sir 

Edward  Pakenham. 

Camp  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Missi^* 
sippi,  nine  miles  from  New  Orleans, 
Sir,  December  26,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  between  the  17th  and 
2^  instant,  the  troops  destined  for  the  attack  of  Neiv  Orleans^ 
were  collected  at  Isle  aux  Poix,  which  is  the  entrance  of  the 
Pearl  river. 

Having  learnt  that  it  was  possible  to  effect  a  landing  at  the  head 
of  the  bayou  Catalan,  which  runs  into  lake  Borgne,  I  directed 
major  Forrest,  assisstant-quarter-master-general,  to  have  it 
reconnoitred.  Lieutenant  Peddle,  of  that  department,  accom- 
panied by  the  honorable  captain  Spencer  of  the  navy,  ascer. 
tained  on  the  night  of  18th,  that  boats  could  reach  the  head  of 
the  bayou,  from  which  a  communication  might  be  made  to  the 
high  road,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  leading  to  New 
Orleans. 

On  the  morning  of  the  2^,  every  arrangement  being  made  by 
Tice-admiral  the  honorable  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  I  deter* 
mined  to  attempt  it.  The  light  brigade,  composed  of  the  85th 
and  95th  regiments,  captain  Lane's  rocketeers,  100  sappers  and 
minersi,  and  the  4th  regiment  as  a  support,  the  whole  under  the 
command  of  colonel  Thornton,  were  placed  in  the  boats,  and 
the  21st,  44th,  and  93d  regiments,  under  colonel  Brooke,  and 
a  large  proportion  of  artillery  under  major  Munro,  were  em- 
barked in  small  vessels. 

At  10  A.M.  on  the  22d,  we  sailed  from  Pearl  River  and 
reached  the  head  of  the  bayou  at  day-light  next  morning.  A 
landing  was  immediately  cflected  without  any  other  opposition 
than  the  country  presented ;  captain  Blanchard  of  the  royal 
engineers,  in  the  course  of  two  hours,  opened  a  communication 
through  several  fields  of  reeds,  intersected  by  deep  muddy 
ditches,  bordered  by  a  low  swampy  wood;  colonel  Thorntoa 
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tl^n  ad? anced  and  gained  the  high  road,  taking  up  a  position 
with  the  right  resting  on  the  road,  and  the  left  on  the  Mtssh^ 
iippi.  In  this  sitoation  I  intended  to  remain  untill  the  boats 
returned  for  the  rest  of  the  troops  to  the  Tessels,  so  one  of  which 
grounded  at  a  great  distance. 

At  about  eight  o'clock  in  the  eTening  when  the  men,  much 
latigued  by  the  length  of  thne  they  had  been  in  the  boats,  were 
asleep  in  their  bir ouac,  a  heary  flanking  fire  of  round  and  grape^ 
shot  was  opened  upon  ih^jpsy^  by  9k  lai^  schooner  and  two  gun- 
vessels,  which  had  dropped  down  the  river  from  the  town  and 
anchored  a-breast  of  our  fire 9 ;  immediate  steps  were  necessary 
to  corer  the  men,  and  colonel  Thornton,  in  the  most  prompt 
aiMi  j^icious  Banner,  placed  his  brigsule  under  th^  inward 
slope  of  the  bank  of  tiie  rirer,  as  did  also  lieutenant-colonel 
Brooke,  of  the  4th  regiment,  bi^hind  some  buildings  which  were 
near  that  corps.  This  mpyemont  was  so  rapid  that  the  troops 
suffered  no  more  t^h^  a  single,  casualty. 

The.  3-pounders  being  the  only  gup?  up,  the  success  of  a 
few  12-pound  rockets,  directed  by  captain  Lane,  was  tijed 
against  these  TesseU  ;  but  the  ground  on  which  it  was  neces^ry. 
to  lay  them  not  being  eren,  they  were  found  not  to  an^weri 
^d  their  $ring  wa^  ceased.  ' 

A  most  Tigprous  attack  was  then  m^e  op  the  J(dyancj^.fr09^ 
and  rig;ht  ^ank  piquets,  the  former  of  the  9^th,  nnfiet  capti^i)^ 
ilaHan,  the  latter  the  85t^,  under  capjtain  Schaw ;  these  pQcers,. 
and  their  respectire  piquets,  conducted  themselve  with  6ri|ine9$, 
^nd  checked  the  ei^emy  for  a  considerable  time,  bi^t  renefwU^ 
their  attack  with  a  large  force,  and  pressing  at  these  points,, 
colonel  Thornton  judged  it  necessary  to  mo^e  up  the  remainder 
of  both  corps.  The  d5th  regiment  was  commanded  by  brcyet- 
miyoj  Gubbins,  whose  conduct  caniipt  be .  too  much  com- 
mendjed.  On  the  approach  of  his  regiment  to  the  poipt  pf  attack, 
the  enemy,  favored  by  the  darkness  of  the  night,  conqea|ea. 
themselves  under  a  high  fence  which  separated  the  fields,  anci 
cabling  to  the  men  as  friends,  under  preten,ce  of  being  part,  o^ 
pur  own  force,  offered  to  assist  them  in  getting  over,  which  wai 
90  sooner  accomplished  than  the  85th  found  itself  in  the  mid$t 
of  very  superior  numbers,  who,  discovering  themselves,  called 
on  the  regiment  immediately  to  surrender-^the  answer  was  an 
instantaneous  attack  ;  a  more  extraordinary  conflict  has  per- 
haps  never  occurred,  absolutely  hand  to  hand  both  oncers  and 
men.  It  terminated  in  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  with  the 
capture  of  30  prisoners.  A  similar  finesse  was  attempted  with 
the  95th  regiment,  which  met  the  same  treatment. 

The  enemy  finding  his  reiterated  attacks  were  repulsed  by 
poionel  Thornton,  at  half-past  10  o'clock  advaoced  a  lajrga 
column  against  oiir  centre  j  perceiving  his^ntenlion,  I  directed 


colonel  StpTHi  to  ordpr  lieutepant.cplonel  DsAe^  with  130  men  ' 
of  the  9^d  regiment,  who  hacl  just  reached  the  camp,  to  movjB 
forward  and  use  the  bajonet,  holding  the  4th  regiment  inhaad/ 
formed  in  line,  as  my  last  reserve.  Colonel  Dale  endea?ourejdl 
to  execute  his  orders,  but  the  crafty  enemj  would  not  meet  himl!^ 
seeing  the  steadiness  of  his  small  body,  gave  it  a  heavy  fire,  anpl 
quickly  retired.  Colonel  Brooke,  u  ith  four  companies  of  the 
21st  regiment,  fortunately  appeared  at  that  moment  on  our 
right  flank,  and  sufficiently  secured  it  from  further  attack. 

The  enemy  now  determined  on  making  a  last  effort,  anjd,' 
collecting  the  whole  of  his  force,  formed  an  extensive  line,  and 
moved  directly  against  the  light  brigade.  At  first  this  line  drove 
in  all  the  advanced  posts,  but  colonel  Thornton,  whose  nolilei 
exertions  had  guaranteed  all  former  success,  was  at  han^ ;  he 
rallied  his  brave  comrades  round  him,  and  moving  forward  with 
a  firm  determination  of  charging,  appalled  the  enemy,  who^ 
from  the  lesson  he  had  received  on  the  same  ground  in  the 
early  part  of  the  evening,  thought  it  prudent  to  retire,  and  did 
not  again  dare  to  advance. 

It  was  now  12  o'clock,  and  the  firing  ceased  on  both  sides.' 
From  the  best  information  I  can  obtain,  the  enemy's  force 
amounted  to  5000  men,  and  was  commandefl  by  major-generat 
Jackson:  judging  from  the  number  left  on  the  field,  his  ]os(S 
roust  have  been  severe.  1  now  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  list  of  oiir 
casualties  on  that  night,  and  have  only  to  hope  it  will  appear  to 
you,  that  every  officer  and  soldier  on  shore  did  his  duty. 

To  sir  Alexander  Cochrane  I  feel  particularly  obliged  for  his 
yery  friendly  counsels  and  ready  compliance  with  every  wish  t 
expressed  respecting  the  service  or  welfare  of  the  troops. 

To  rear-admiral  Malcolm,  and  the  several  captains  employed  in 
the  landing,  &c.  I  confess  the  greatest  .obligation.  I  must  leave 
it  to  the  vice-admiral  to  do  them  the  justice  they  so  much 
deserve,  for  I  cannot  find  words  to  express  the  exertioBS  made 
by  every  branch  of  the  navy,  since  the  period  of  our  arrival  on 
this  coast. 

In  the  attack  made  on  the  centre,  lieutenant-colonel  Stovin, 
assistant-adjutant.general,  received  a  severe  wound,  which 
deprived  me  of  his  able  services ;  to  him  and  msgor  Forres t^ 
assistant-quart^r-master-general,  I  feel  greatly  indebted ;  thej 
are  both  officers  of  great  merit.  Colonel  Brooke  is  entitled  ta 
every  praise  for  securing  our  right  flank. 

'J'o  colonel  Thornton  I  feel  particularly  grateful ;  his  conduct 
on  the  night  of  th^  23d  I  shall  ever  admire  and  honor.  Hd 
hcatted  his  brigade  in  the  most  spirited  manner,  and  afl'orfled  i^ 
a  brilliant  example  of  active  courage  and  cool  determination. 

I  have  every  reason  to  br  satisfied  with  lieutenant-colon^ 
Brooke,  commanding  the  4th  regiment^  as  also  with  major 

M  M  9 
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Mitchell,  of  ihe  95th,  ivho  was  unfortunately  taken  prisoner 
at  the  close  of  the  affair, 

'  The  exertions  of  major  Manroe,  of  the  royal  artillery,  were 
vnremitting ;  to  him,  and  the  officers  under  his  command,  I  feiel 
every  obligation.  The  assistance  given  by  captain  Blanchard, 
and  the  officers  of  the  royal  engineers,  was  most  conspicuous, 
and  entitle  them  to  my  best  thanks. 

Brevet*major  Hooper,  acting  deputy  assistant-adjutant. 
general,  was  attached  to  the  light  brigade.  Colonel  Thornton 
states,  that  he  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  his  activity, 
ceal,  and  judgment.  I  regret  to  have  to  add  that  he  was  very 
severely  wounded,  and  had  his  leg  amputated  in  the  course  of 
the  night. 

'  The  indefatigable  zeal  and  intelligence  displayed  by  lieu- 
tenants Peddle  and  Evans,  of  thequarter-master-general's  depart- 
ment, entitle  them  to  the  most  favorable  consideration. 

Assistant-commissary -general  Wemyss's  arrangements  were 
satbfactory,  and  deputy-inspector  Thompson  claims  my  best 
acknowledgements,  for  the  care  and  attention  shewn  to  the 
Wounded,  the  whole  of  whom  were  collected,  dressed,  and  com- 
fortably lodged,  before  two  in  the  morning. 

Major  Mills,  of  the  14th  light  dragoons,  accompanied  me  on 
shore ;  from  him,  captain  Persse,  my  aide  de  camp  ;  and  the 
konorable  lieutenant  Curzon,  naval  aide  de  camp,  I  recdved 
every  assistance. 

Trusting  that  the  steps  I  pursued  while  in  command  will 
iaeet  your  approbation, 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec. 

JOHN  KEANE,  maj..gen. 

No.  84. 

Return  of  casualties  in   action  with  the  enemy  near  New 
Orleans^  on  the  Ud  and  Uth  December y  1814. 

General  ttaff';-^!  lieutenant-coloDel,  1  major,  1  lieutenauti  wounded. 

Roj/al  artillery ;  3  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  lieutenant,  7  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

Royal  engineers,  sappers  and  miners ;  1  rank  and  file  missing. 

4th  foot ; — 1  captain,  1  lieutenant,  1  serjeant,  1  drummer,  1  rank 
ftnd  file,  killed ;  1  lieutenant,  14  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

2U/  foot  ;-^l  captain,  2  rank  and  file,  killed  :  1  serjeant,  3  drum* 
iaiers,  8  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  2  rank  and  file,  missing. 

85^^  /o»< ;  3  captains,  1 1  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  ci4)tain,  3  lieute- 
nants, 4  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  SiT  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  iieute* 
Tiants,  1  ensign,  1  serjeant,  16  ranVand  file,  missing. 

OSdfoot  ;—>  1  rank  and  file,  wounded.  ^ 
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^Uhjhot;'-^  Serjeants,  17  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  captaio;,  2  lieuCe* 
«ant^,  5  Serjeants,  54  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  1  n^ajor,  8  Serjeants,  Sf 
rank  and  file,  missing. 

Total ;— 4  captains,  1  lieutenant,  7  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  S3  rank 
and  file,  killed  ;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  major,  3  captains,  8 
lieutenants,  10  serjeant»,  4  drummers,  14Krank  and  file,  wound- 
ed ;  1  major,  1  lieutenant,  1  ensign,  3  Serjeants,  58  rank  and 
file,  missing. 

Names  of  the  officers  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Ji[i//e(^—4^A/aa^;— Captain  Francis  Johnstone,  lieutenant  John  Suther- 
land* 

2 li^yoo^ ;— Captain  William  Conraa* 

85thfooi ;— -Captains  Charles  Grey  and  Charles  Harris 

Wounded'^ general  staff; — Lieutenant«colonel  Stovin,  28ch  foot,  as* 
sistant-adjutant-general,  severely,  but  not  dangerously ;  major  Hooper, 
"STth  foot,  deputy  assistant*adjutant*general,  severely;  (leg  amputated;) 
lieutenant  Delacy  Evans,  3d  dragoons,  deputy  assistant-quarter«master* 
general,  severely. 

SiOjfal  Artillery ;«— Lieutenant  James  Christie,  severely. 

4th  foot ; — Lieutenant  Thomas  Moody,  severely. , 

85th foot I'^Csipta.in  James  Knox,  lieutenants  George  Williogs,  Fre* 
^erick  Maunseli,  and  William  Hickson,  severely. 

95th  foot ;— 'Captain  William  Hallen,  lieutenant  Daniel  Forbes,  se- 
verely;  lieutenant  W.  J.  G.  Farmer,  slightly. 

Missing^^Sth  foot ;— -Lieutenant  William  Walker,  ensign  George 
^shton. 

95thfoot'^M9ijor  Samuel  Mitchell. 

FRED,  STOVIN,  Ueut..col.  dep.  adj^gen. 

No.  85. 

♦ 

From  mqfor'generai  Jackson  to  the  American  secretary  at  war* 

Head-quarters,  7th  military  district,  camp  below 
Sir,  New  Orleans,  27th  Dec.  A.M. 

The  loss  of  our  gun.boats  nlear  the  pass  of  the  Uigplets, 
having  given  the  eneiny  command  of  lake  Borgne,  he  was  ena^ 
bled  to  choose  his  point  of  attack.  It  became  therefore  an  obu 
jcct  of  importance  to  obstruct  the  numerous  bayous  and  canals 
leading  from  that  lake  to  the  highlands  on  the  Mississippi.  This 
important  service  was  committed,  in  the  first  instance,  to  a  de- 
tachment from. the  7th  regiment,  afterwards  to  colonel  Delarond6 
of  the  Louisiana  militia,  and  lastly,  to  make  all  sure,  to  major* 
general  Villere,  commanding  the  district  between  the  tiver  and 
the  lakes,  and  who,  being  a  native  of  the  country,  was  pre- 
sumed  to  be  best  acquainted  with  all  those  passes.  Unfortu- 
nately, however,  a  piquet  which  the  general  had  established  s^t 
the  mouth  of  the  bayou  Bicnvenu,  and  which,  notwithstandinf 
iny  orders,  had  been  left  unobstruct^,  was  completely  ear- 
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I^rised,  and  the  enemy  penetrated  througl^  a  canal  headiBg  to  his 
^rm,  about  two  leagues  below  the  city,  and  succeeded  in  cut. 
ting  off  a  company  of  mililia  stationed  there.  The  interiigehce 
vas  communicated  to  me  about  two  o'clock  oii  the  23d.  My 
force,  at  this  time,  consisted  of  parts  of  the  7th  and  44th  regi* 
iMnts,  not  exceeding  600  together,  the  city  militia,  a  part  of 
general  Coffee's  brigade  of  mounted  gun-men,  and  the  detached 
militia  from  the  western  division  of  Tennessee,  under  the.com. 
mand  of  major.genejral  Carroll-— these  two  last  corps  were  sta- 
tioned four  miles  above  the  city.  Apprehending  a  double  at- 
tack by  the  way  of  Chef^^Menteur,  I  left  general  Carroll's 
force,  and  the  militia  of  the  city,  posted  on  the  Gentilly  road ; 
and  at  5  o'clock  P.  M.  marched  to  meet  the  enemy,  whom  I 
"Was  resolved  to  attack  in  his  first  position,  with  major  Hind's 
4xilg9P^^9  general  Coffee's  brigade,  parts  of  the  7th  and  44th 
regiments,  the  uniform  companies  of  militia  under  the  command 
of  major  Plauche,  ^00  men  of  colour  (chiefly  from  St.  Domingo) 
raised  by  colonel  Savary,  and  acting  under  the  command  of 
liriajor  Daquin,  and  a  detachment  of  artillery  under  the  direction 
of  colonel  M^Rea,  with  two  6.pounders,  linder  the  command  of 
lieutenant  Spots — not  exceeding  in  all  1600.  I  arrived  near 
.the  enemy's  encampment  about  seven^  and  immediately  made 
laij  dispositions  for  the  attack.  His  forces  amounting  at  that 
time  on  land  to  about  3000,  extended  half  a  mile  on  the  river, 
and  in  the  rear  nearly  to  the  wood.  General  Coffee  was  ordered 
to  turn  their  right,  while,  with  the  residue  of  the  force,  I  at- 
tacked his  strongest  position  on  the  left,  near  the  river.  Com- 
modore Patterson  having  dropped  down  the  river  in  the  schooner 
Carolina,  was  directed  to  open  a  fire  upon  their  camp,  which  he 
executed  at  about  half  after  seven.  This  being  the  signal  of 
attack,  general  Coffee's  men,  with  their  usual  impetuosity, 
rushed  on  the  enemy's  right,  and  entered  their  camp,  while 
our  right  advanced  with  equal  ardor.  There  can  be  but 
little  doubt  that  we  should  have  succeeded  on  that  occasion, 
with  our  inferior  force,  in  destroying  or  capturing  the  enemy, 
had  not  a  thick  fog,  which  arose  about  eight  o'clock,  occa- 
sloned  some  confusion  among  the  different  corps.  Fearing  the 
consequences,  under  this  circumstance,  of  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  a  night  attack  with  troops  then  acting  tagether  for  the 
first  time,  I  coutented  myself  with  lying  on  the  field  that  night; 
and  at  four  in  ihc  morning  assumed  a  stronger  position  about 
two  miles  nearer  to  the  city.  At  this  position  I  remain  en- 
camped, waiting  the  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  and  other 
reinforcements.  As  the  safety  of  the  city  will  depend  on  the 
fate  of  this  anny,  it  must  not  be  incautiously  exposed. 

In  this  affair,  the  whole  corps  under  my  command  deserve 
iS^  greatest  credit.    The  best  conrpHmeat  I  can  pay,  to  general 
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Coffee  and  his  bHgade,  is  to  say  they  behkred  «s  th^  hav^ 
always  done  while  under  my  command.  Thef  7tlh,  ted  by  mtA^ 
Pdrie,  and  the  44th,  commanded  by  colonel  Ross,  dktin^i^lied 
themselves.  The  battalion  of  city  militia,  cominanded  by  mtkj/bt 
Plauche,  realized  my  anticipations,  and  behaVed  like  Teieransii 
Bavarj's  Tolunteers  manifested  great  bravery ;  and  the  company 
of  c^ty  riflemen,  having  penetrated  into  th^  midst  of  the  enemy  ■ 
camp,  M^ere  surrounded,  and  fought  their  way  out  witii  the 
greatest  heroism,  bringing  with  them  a  number  of  prisoners. 
The  two  fidd-pieces  were  well  served  by  the  officer  coinnlandU 
ing  them. 

All  my  officers  in  the  line  did  their  duty,  and  I  hare  every 
reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the  whole  of  my  field  and  stajOf.  Co- 
lonels Butler  and  Piatt,  and  major  Chotard,  by  their  intrepidity, 
saved  the  artillery.  Colonel  Haynes  was  every  where  that  dntjr 
or  danger  called.  I  was  deprived  of  the  services  of  one  of  ihy 
aides,  captain  Butler,  whom  I  was  obliged  to  station,  to  his 
great  regret,  in  town.  Captain  Reid,  my  other  aide,  and  Messrs* 
Livingston,  Duplessis  and  Davezac,  who  had  .volunteered  their 
services,  faced  danger  wherever  it  was  to  be  me^  and  carried 
Xay  orders  with  the  utmost  promptitude. 

We  made  one  major,  two  subalterns,  and  63  privates  pril^ 
soners ;  and  the  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  must  have 
been  at  least  <— — *.  My  own  loss  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
ascertain  with  exactness,  but  suppose  it  to  amount  to  100  ia 
killed,  wounded,  and  missing.  Among  the  former  I  hi^ve  to 
lament  the  loss  of  colonel  Lauderdale,  of  general  Coffee's  bri"- 
gade,  who  fell  while  bravely  fighting.  Colonels  Dyer  aad 
Gibson,  of  the  same  corps,  were  wounded ;  and  major  KaTlsw 
naugh  taken  prisoner. 

Colonel  Delaronde,  major  Villere  of  the  Louisians^  mUitia^ 
ipaajor  Latour  of  engineers,  having  no  command,  volonteerad 
their  services,  as  did  Drs.  Kerr  and  Flood,  and  were  of  greait 
assistance  to  me* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


«>##^#^«^^«##w##« 


No;  86. 


fi^pori  of  ihe  hUted^  wounded^  and  missing^  ofihe  drfiiig  tlMJHr 
the  command  cf  majormgenet-al  Andrew  Jdekion^  in  thb  Ol^ 
Hon  af  the  ^Sd  of  December y  18 14,  txtitk  th4  enemy. 

Killed ; — artinerj^men,  1 ;  7tfa  United  States*  infantry,  1  UeiiteOiH^ 
1   Serjeant,  1   corporal,  4  privates;  44tb  ditto,  7  privates;  junmai 
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Coffee's  brigade  volanteer  mounted  gun-oien,  1  lieutenant-colonely  1 
captain,  1  lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  4  privates. — ^Totai,  24. 

.  Wounded; — general  staff,  1  colonel;  7tli  United  States'  infantry,  1 
captain,  1  ensign,!  Serjeant,  2  corporals,  23  privates ;  44tli  ditto,  2  lieu- 
tenants, 3  Serjeants,  2  corporals,  19  privates;  general  Coffee's  brigade, 
1  colonel,  2  lieutenant-colonels,  1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  1  quarter* 
niMter-serjeant,  S  Serjeants,  2  corporals,  I  musician,  30  privates;  ^New 
Orleans  volunteer  corps,  1  captain,  2  Serjeants,  7  privates;  volunteers 
of  colour,  1  adjutant  and  6  privates. — Total,  wounded,  1 15. 

Jlfifstn^ ;— general  Coffee's  brigade,  1  major,  2  captains,  >3  lieute- 
nants, 1  quarter-master,  3  ensigns  or  cornets,  4  Serjeants,  1  corporal,  2 
musicians,  57  privates. — Total,  missing,  74. 


No.  87. 


From  commodore  Patkerson  to  the  American  secretarif  of  the 

navy* 

Sir,  U.S.  ship  Louisiana,  Dec.  28,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  23d  instant, 
"whildftt  the  bayou  St.  John,  examining  the  batteries  erecting 
there  by  the  navy,  under  the  snperin tendance  of  captain  Hen- 
ley, of  the  Carolina,  I  learnt  that  information  had  been 
received  by  general  Jackson,  that  the  enemy  had  penetrated 
through  bayou  Bienvenu  with  a^large  force,  and  effected  a  land- 
ing at  general  Villere's  plantation  on  the  banks  of  the  Missis- 
sippi, which  upon  application  to  the  general  proted  to  be  true. 
The  alarm  was  immediately  given  in  town,  and  the  troops  put 
in  motion  ;  1  repaired  on  board  the  United  States'  schooner 
Carolina,  with  captain  Henley,  and  after  ordering  the  Louisi- 
ana, commanded  by  lieutenant-commandant  C.  B.  Thompson^ 
to  follow  me,  at  4  P.  M.  weighed,  and  it  being  calm,  dropped 
down  with  the  current;  at  about  half  past  six  I  received  a 
request- from  general  Jackson,  through  Mr,  Edward  Living- 
ston, his  aide  de  camp,  to  anchor  a-breast  of  the  enemy's 
camp,  which  he  pointed  out,  and  opened  a  fire  upon  them.  It 
coiitintiing  calm,  got  out  sweeps,  and  a  few  minutes  after,  hav- 
ing been  frequently  hailed  by  the  enemy's  sentinels,  anchored, 
veered  out  a  long  scope  of  cable,  sheered  close  in  shore  a-breast 
of  their  camp,  and  commenced  a  heavy  (and  as  I  have  since 
learned  most  destructive^  fire  from  our  starboard  battery  and 
small  arms,  which  was  returned  most  spiritedly  by  the  enemy 
vrith  Congreve  rockets  and  musketry  from  their  whole  force, 
when  after,  about  40  minutes  of  roost  incessant  fire,  the  enemy 
was  silenced :  the  fire  from  our  .battery-  was  continued  till  nine 
o'clock  upon  the  enemy*8  flank  while  engaged  in  the  field  with 
our  army,  nt  which  hour  .ceased  firing,  supposing,^ from  the 
distance  of  the  enemy's  fife,  (for  it  was  too  dark  ^o  see  any 
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thing  on  shore,)  that  they  had  retreated  beyond  the  range  of 
our  guns— weighed  and  swept  across  the  riTer,  in  hopes  of  a 
breeze  the  next  morning,,  to  enablemeto  renew  the  attack  upon 
the  enemy,  should  they  be  returned  to  their  encampment ;  but 
was  disappointed  on  the  ^4th,  by  a  light  air  from  north.north- 
we^t,  which,  towards  the  evening,  hauled  toward  north-west, 
and  blew  a  heavy  gale,  compelling  me  to  remain  during  the 
24th,  25th,  and  26th,  at  anchor  in  a  position  a-breast  of  the 
enemy,  although  every  possible  exertion  was  made  by  captain, 
Henley  to  warp  the  schooner  up,  without  success,  from  the 
extreme  rapidity  of  the  current  occasioned  by  the  very  unconi« 
mon  rise  of  the  river.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  5i6th,  at  the 
request  of  general  Jackson,  I  visited  him  at  his  head.quarters^ 
and  went  from  .thence  to  town,  to  equip  and  arm  with  two 
32.pounders,  such  merchant  vessels  in  port,  as  I  might  find 
capable  of  supporting  them.  During  the  24th)  25th^  and  26th, 
Hred  at  the  enemy  whenever  they  could  be  seen.  Owing  to  th^ 
calmness  of  the  night  of  the  23d,  the  Louisiana  could  not  join 
me  till  the  morning  of  the  24th,  when  she  fortunately  anchored 
about  one  mile  above  the  Carolina.  By  the  fire  from  the  enemy 
on  the  night  of  the  23d,  one  man  only  was  wounded,  and  very 
little  injury  done  to  the  hull,  sails,  and  rigging ;  in  her  bulwarks 
were  at  great  number  of  musket-balls,  several  in  her  masts  and 
top.masts,  and  through  her  roain.sail.  Nothing  could  exceed 
the  incessant  fire  from  the  Carolina,  which  alone  can  be  attri- 
buted to  the  high  state  of  discipline  to  which  captain  Henley  has 
brought  her  crew.  Of  him,  lieutenants  Norris  and  Crawley, 
and  sailing-master  Haller,  I  cannot  speak  in  too  high  terms ; 
the  petty  officers  and  crew  behaved  with  that  cool  determined 
^  courage  and  zeal  which  has  so  strongly  characterized  the  Ameri- 
can tars  in  the  present  war*         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

D.  T.  PATTERSON. 


r^«\r^4\#^^#^ 


No.  88. 

From  captain  Henley  to  commodore  Patterson* 

S(R,  New  Orleans,  Dec.  28, 1814^ 

I  ha?e  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  after  you  left  here 
on  the  26th  instant,  in  pursuance  to  your  order,  e?ery  pos- 
sible exertion  was  made  to  move  the  schooner  Carolina 
higher  up  the  river,  and  near  general  Jackson's  camp,  without 
succeiss  ;  the  wind  bting  at  N.N.W.  and  blowing  fresh,  and 
too  scant  to  get  under  weigh,  and  the  current  too  rapid  to 
niov«  her  by  warping,  which!  had  endeavoured  to  do  with  my 
crew. 


At  dajUfgbt  on  the  Horning  of  the  27 A  tbe  eaenj  x>peiM 
upon  the  CaroKna  a  batterj  of  five  guns,  frooi  wkick  thej 
threw  shells  and  hot  ihot ;  returned  their  fire  with  the  hmg 
19-pounder,  the  only  gun  on  board  which  could  reach  acron 
the  river,  the  remainder  of  her  batterj  being  light  Impound 
carrooadet. 

The  air  being  light  and  at  north,  rendered  it  impossible  te 
get  under  way;  the  second  shot  fired  by  the  toemy  lodged  in 
the  ichooner'f  main-bold  under  her  cables,  and  in  such  a  sito^ 
mtioB  as  not  to  be  come  at,  and  fired  her,  which  rapidly  pro- 
gressed. Finding  that  hot  shot  were  passing  through  her  cabia 
and  filling  room,  which  contained  a  considerable  quantity  of 
powder;  her  bulwarks  all  knocked  down  by  the  enemy's  shot, 
the  vessel  in  a  sinrking  situation,  and  the  fire  increasing,  and 
expecting  every  moment  that  she  would  blow  up,  at  a  little 
after  sun^rise  I  reluctantly  ga^e  orders  for  the  crew  to  abandon 
her,  which  was  effected,  with  the  loss  of  one  killed  and  siK 
wouaded.  A  short  time  after  I  had  succeeded  in  getting  the 
crew  on  shore^  1  bad  the  extreme  mortification  of  seeing  her 
Irfow  up. 

It  affords  me  great  pleasure  to  acknowledge  the  able  assist- 
aWce  I  received  from  lieutenants  Norris  and  Crawley,  and 
Bailing*master  Haller,  and  to  say  that  my  oflBicers  and  crew 
behoved  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  on  the  23d,  when  under 
your  own  eye,  in  a  most  gallant  manner. 

Almost  every  article  of  clothing  belonging  to  the  officers  and 
crew,  from  the  rapid  progress  tif  the  fire,  was  involved  in  the 
destruction  of  the  vessel.         I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c« 

JOHN  D.  HENLEY. 

P.  S.  I  have  not  made  out  a  detailed  account  of  the  action  on 
the  night  of  the  S3d,  as  you  were  on  board  during  the  wlwle 
action^ 

No.  89. 

From  mqfor-general  Jackson  to  t%e  American  secretary  al  war^ 

Head.quarter$,  seVenth  military  district. 
Sir,  Camp  below  New  Orleans,  Dec  29,  1814. 

The  enemy  suceeeded  on  the  27th  in  blowing  up  the  Caro^ 
lina  (she  being  becalmed)  by  means  of  hot  shot  from  a  land 
battery  which  he  had  erected  in  the  night.  Emboldened  by  this 
event,  he  marched  his  whole  force  the  next  day  up  the  leree,  in 
tliie  hope  of  driving  us  from  our  position,  and  with  this  view, 
ppened  upon  us,  at  the  distance  of  about  half  a  mile^  his  bosks 
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and  votHek.  He  was  repuised,  however,  wHh  eonsider»Mb 
loss ;  not  less,  it  is  believed,  than  120  in  killed.  Otrr^s  Wab 
iffc^nsidierahle  ;  not  exceeding  half  a  d62cn  kifled,.  ahd  a  dozen 
Wodnded. 

Since  then  he  has  not  yentured  to  repeat  his  attempt,  though 
lying  close  together.  There  has  been  frequent  skirmishing 
Between  our  piquets. 

I  lament  that  I  have  nof  the  means  of  carrying  oh  more 
ofiensive  operation)?.  The  Kentucky  troops  have  not  arrived^, 
and  my  etfective  force  at  this  point  does  not  exceed  50DO. 
Their's  must  be  at  least  double ;  60^  prisoners  and  desertei^s 
agreeing  in  the  statement  that  7000  landed  from  their  boats. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


No.  90. 

From  commodore  PaUerson  to  the  American  secretary  of  ike 

navy. 

U,  S.  ship  Louisiana,  f6ur  miles  below  New  Orleans, 
Sir,  29th  December,  1814. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  on  the  morning  of  the 
28th  instant,  at  about  half  past  seven,  perceived  our  advanced 
^ard retreating  towards  our  lines — the  enemy  pursuing;  ftrcd 
shot,  shells,  and  rockets,  from  field  artflTery,  with  which  they 
advanced  on  the  road  behind  the  levee;  sprung  the  ship  to 
bring  the  starboard  guns  to  bear  upon  the  enemy ;  at  25  minutes 
past  eight  A.  M.  the  enemy  opened  their  fire  upon  the  ship  with 
shells,  hot  shot,  and  rockets,  which  was  instantly  returned  with 
great  spirit,  and  much  apparent,  effect,  and  continued  without 
intermission  until  one  P.  M.  when  the  enemy  slackened  their  ' 
fire,  and  retreated  with  a  part  of  their  artillery  from  each  of 
their  batteries,  evidently  with  great  loss.  Two  attempts  were 
made  to  screen  one  heavy  piece  of  ordnance  mounted  behind 
the  levee,  with  which  they  threw  hot  shot  at  the  ship,  and 
which  had  been  a  long  time  abandoned  before  they  succeeded 
in  recovering  it,  and  then  it  must  have  been  with  vsry  great 
loss,  as  I  distinctly  saw,  with  the  aid  of  my  glass,  several  shot 
strike  in  the  midst  of  the  men  (seamen)  who  were  employed 
dragging  it  away.  At  three  P.  M«  the  enemy  were  silenced  ; 
at  four  P.M.  ceased  firing  from  the  ship,  the  enemy  having 
retired  beyond  the  range  of  her  guns.  Many  of  their  shot 
passed  over  the  ship,  and  their  shells  burst  over  her  decks,  which 
were  strewed  with  their  fragments ;  yet,  after  an  incessant  can- 
nonading of  upwards  of  seven  hours,  during  which  time  800 
shot  were  fired  from  the  sbip^  oife  man  only  was  wounded 
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slightly 9  by  a  piece  of  a  shell,  aiid  ooe  shot  passed  between  the 
bowsprit  and  heel  of  the  jib-boom. 

The  eDemy  drew  up  his  whole  force,  evidently  with  an  inten- 
tion of  assaulting  general  Jackson's  lines,  under  coTer  of  his 
heavy  cannon ;  but  his  cannonading  being  so  warmly  returned 
from  the  lines  and  ship  Louisiana,  caused  him,  I  presume,  to 
abandon  his  project,  as  he  retired  without  making  the  attempt. 
You  will  have  learned  by  my  former  letters,  that  the  crew  of 
the  Louisiana  is  composed  of  men  of  all  nations,  (English 
excepted,)  taken  from  the  streets  of  New  Orleans  not  a  fort- 
night before  the  battle ;  yet  I  never  knew  guns  better  served^ 
or  a  more  animated  fire,  than  was  supported  from  her. 

Lieutenant  C.  C.  B.  Thompson  deserves  great  credit  for  the 
discipline  to  which  in  so  short  a  time  he  had  brought  such  men, 
two- thirds  of  whom  do  not  understand  English. 

General  Jackson  having  applied  for  officers  and  seamen  to 
work  the  heavy  cannon  on  his  lines  furnished  by  me,  lieute- 
nants Norris  and  Crawley,  of  the  late -schooner  Carolina, 
instantly  volunteered,  and  with  the  greater  part  of  her  crew 
were  sent  \o  those  cannon,  which  they  served  during  the  action 
herein  detailed.  The  enemy  must  have  suffered  a  great  loss  in 
that  day's  action,  by  the  heavy  fire  from  this  ship  and  general 
Jackson's  lines,  where  the  cannon  was  of  heavy  calibre,  and 
served  with  great  spirit. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  consideration  and  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

DANIEL  T,  PATTERSON. 


^*^^**4 


No.  91. 

Report  of  the  killed^  wounded,  and  missing^  of  the  army 
under  the  command  of  major-general  Andrew  Jackson^  in 
the  action  of  the  28/A  of  December ,  1814. 

£i7/f£^— General  Coflfee's  brig;ade,  1  private;  New  Orleans  volunteer 
company,  1  private ;  general  Carruirs  division  of  Tenuebse  miiitifly  1 
colonel,  1  Serjeant,  5  privates. 

Total— 9 

Wounded i — Marines,  1  major;  New  Orleans  volunteer  company, S 
privates ;  general  Carroll's  division,  1  lieutenant,  3  privates*  ' 

Total  wounded— 8. 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  on  this  day — 17.  , 
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No.  92. 

From  commodore  Patterson  to  the  American  secretary  of  the 

naoy. 

Marine  batteries^  five  miles  below  New  Orleans^ 
Sir,  January  2,  1815. 

Finding  the  advantageous  effect  which  resulted  from  the 
flanking  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  Louisiana,  as  detailed  in 
my  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo,  I  that  night  had  brought  dowa 
from  the  navy  yard,  and  mounted  in  silence,  a  24-pounder  on 
shore,  in  a  position  where  it  could  most  annoy  the  enemy  when 
throwing  up  works  t)n  the  levee  or  in  the  field*  On  the  30th 
ppencd  upon  the  enemy  with  the  24- pounder,  which  drove 
them  from  their  works^  the  ship  firing  at  the  same  time  upon 
their  advance,  which  retired  from  the  levee,  and  sheltered  itself 
behind  houses,  &c.  The  great  efiect  produced  by  the  gun  on 
shore,  induced  me  on  the  31st  to  land  from  the  Louisiana  two 
12~pounders,  which  I  mounted  behind  the  levee  in  the  most 
advantageous  position,  to  harass  the  flank  of  the  enemy  in  his 
approaches  to  our  lines,  and  to  aid  our  right.  At  four  A.  M. 
the  enemy  opened  a  fire  upon  the  left  of  our  line  with  artillery 
and  musketry,  which  was  returned  most  spiritedly  with  artillery 
and  musketry.  At  two  P.  M.  the  enemy  having  retired,  the 
firing  ceased. 

On  the  first  instant,  at  10  A.  M.  after  a  very  thick  fog,  the 
enemy  commenced  a  heavy  cannonading  upon  general  Jackson's 
lines  and  my  battery,  from  batteries  they  had  thrown  up  during 
the  preceding  night  on  the  levee ;  which  was  returned  from  our 
lines  and  my  battery,  and  terminated,  after  a  most  incessant 
fire  from  both  parties  of  nearly  five  hours,  in  the  enemy  being 
silenced  and  driven  from  their  works;  many  of  their  shells 
went  immediately  over  my  battery,  and  their  shot  passed 
through  my  breast-work  and  embrazures,  without  injuring  a 
nan.  On  this,  as  on  the  28th,  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  my 
officers  and  men  behaved  to  my  entire  satisfaction;  but  I  beg 
leave  particularly  io  name  acting  lieutenant  Campbell,  acting 
sailing-master  John  Gates,  acting  midshipman  Philip  Philibert, 
of  the  Louisiana,  and  sailing-master  Haller,  of  the  late  schooner 
Carolina.  I  did  not  drop  the  Louisiana  down  within  the  range 
of  their  shot,  having  learnt  from  deserters  that  a  furnace  of 
shot  was  kept  in  constant  readiness  at  each  of  their  batteries,  to 
burn  her  ;  and  the  guns  being  of  much  greater  efifect  on  shore, 
her  men  were  drawn  to  man  them,  and  I  was  particularly 
desirous  to  preserve  her  from  the  hot  shot,  as  I  deemed  her  of 
incalculable  service  to  cover  the  army  in  the  event  of  general 
Jackson  retiring  from  his  present  line  to  those  which  he  had 
thrown  up  in  his  rear.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

DANIEL  T.  PATTERSON. 
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No.  9a. 

Return  of  the  killed^  woun4ti^  and  missings  of  the  arniif 
under  the  command  of  nutjor'^generaf  Andrew  Jackson^  in 
the  action  fif  the  1st  of  January,  1814. 

KiUed; — Artillery,  navy,  and  rolonteers,  at  batteries,  8  privates;  44th 
^itto,  1  private ;  general  Coffee's  brigade,  1  Serjeant ;  general  CarroM^s 
division,  1  private. 

Total— 11. 

UTottni^d ;-« Artillery,  navy,  and  volunteers  at  batteries,  8;  7ti) 
United  States'  infantry,  1  private  ;  44th  ditto,  3;  general  C/offee's  bri* 
gade,  2;  New  Orleaps*  volunteers,  3  privates;  general  Carroirs  divi- 
sion, 1  sergeant,  2  privates;  volunteers  of  colour,  1  lieutenant,  1  s«r* 
jeant,  1  private. 

Total— 23. 

Total  of  killed,  wounded,  and  misting  this  day— 34. 


No.  94. 

Return  of  casualties  between  the  ^bth  and  Slst  Dec.  1814. 


J2c^<v/ ar/i//ery ;— 4  rank  and  file^   killed;  1  lieutenant,  5   rank  aad 
file,  wounded. 

Royal  engineers,  sappers  and  miners;'^!  rvt,nk  and  file,  wounded. 

Athfoot  ;— 4  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

21  st  foot  ; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

A4tth  foot ; — ^  rank  and  file,  wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file,  missing. 

BSthfoot ; — 1  drummer,  3  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  ensigns,  11  rank 
und  file,  wounded. 

9Sd  foot ; — 2  rank  ai)d  file,  killed;  5  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

95M  /bo^;— 3  rank   and  file,  killed;  1    Serjeant,  3  rank  and  file, 
wounded  ;  1  rank  and  file,  missing. 

\st  West  India  regiment; —  1  captain,  killed. 

&th  ditto; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  2  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
Total — 1  captain,  1  drummer,  14  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  lieute* 
nant,  2  ensigns,  1  serjeant,  34  rank  and  file,  wounded ;  2  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed. 
tst  West  India  regiment ; — Captain  Francis  CoUiugs. 

Wounded. 
Royal  artillery ; — Lieutenant  B.  L.  Poynter,  slightly. 
Sbthfoot ;— Ensign  sir  Frederick  Eden,  hart,  severely ;  (since  dead ;) 
ensign  Thomas  Ormsby,  slightly. 

FRED  STOVIN,  lieut-col. 
dep.  adj«.geii« 

v^  
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No.  95. 

Return  of  casualties  between  the  1st  and  btKJanUart)^  1815. 

Bayal  artilkryi-^l  lleutenaiU,  1  Serjeant,  9  i:ai|k  904  fiJe/l^lisd; 
1$2  rapk  aod  file,  wounded.  \ 

l^iii^l  engin^ers^  sappers^  and  mts^rs;-*!  iieutenan  jt,  killed. 

^Ut  /oot;^i  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieutenant,  4  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

44,thfoqt;^l  lieutenant,  1  rank  and  file,  killed;  5  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

96th  foot  ;^Z  rank  and  file,  kiUed;  8  lijButeoaQtff,  4  ?aik  a&4  file, 
W9^4ed. 

QSdfooi ; — 1  Serjeant,  8  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  lieuteoapt.  If)  rank 
aud  file,  wounded. 

95M/bo/;— 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  rank  and  fiJe,  missing. 

5th  West  India  regiment;—^  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  rank  and  file, 
wounded. 

Toul — 3  lieutenants,  2  Serjeants,  27  rank 'and  file,  killed;  4  lieu- 
tenants, 40  rank  and  file,  wounded;  2  rank  and  ^e,  missiog. 

Names  of  officers  killed  and  wounded. 

Killed. 
Rqi/qI  artillery  ;-— Lieuienaut  Alexander  Ramsay. 
Hoyal  engineers ; — Lieutenant  Peter  Wright. 
^4thfoot ;— Lieutenant  John  Blakeney. 

Wounded. 
flUtfoQt; — Lieutenant  John  Leavock„  slightly. 
8d^^j^ ;— -Lieutenant  Robert  Charlton,  severely;  lieutenant  J.W. 
Boys,  slightly. 
93d foot ; — Lieutenant  Andrew  Phanp,  severely  (since  dead). 

FRED.  STOVIN,  leut-col. 
dep.-adj.-gen. 


No.  96. 

From  major-general  Lambert  to  earl  BathursL 

Camp,  in  front  of  the  enemy^s  lines,  below 
My  lord,  New  Orleans,  Jan.  10,  1815. 

It  becomes  my  duty  to  lay  before  your  lordship,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  force  IsUely  employed  on  the  coast  of  Louisiana, 
under  the  command  of  major-general  the  honourable  Sir  £.  M. 
Pakenham,  K.B.  and  acting  in  concert  with  yice-admiral  the 
honorable  sir  A.  Cochrane,  K.B. 

The  report  which  I  enclose  from  major-general  Keane,  will 
put  your  lordship  in  possession  of  the  occurrences  which 
took  piacc  until  the  arrlTal  of  ma^or-gcaeral  the  honorable  sir 
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E.  Parkenham  to  assume  the  command ;  from  that  period  I  send 
an  extract  of  the  journal  of  major  Forrest,  assistant-quarter- 
master^general,  up  to  the  time  of  the  joining  of  the  troops, 
(which  sailed  on  the  26th  of  October  last  under  my  command,) 
and  which  was  on  the  6th  January ;  and  from  that  period,  1 
shall  detail,  as  well  as  I  am  able,  the  subsequent  events. 

I  found  the  army  in  jposition,  in  a  flat  country,  with  the 
Mississippi  on  its  left,  and  a  thick  extensive  wood  on  its  right, 
and  open  to  its  front,  from  which  the  enemy's '  line  was  quite 
distinguishable. 

It  seems  sir  E.  Pakenham  had  waited  for  the  arrival  of  the 
fusiliers  and  43d  regiment,  in  order  to  make  a  general  attack 
upon  the  enemy's  line ;  and  on  the  8th,  the  army  was  formed  - 
for  that  object. 

In  order  to  give  your  lordship  as  clear  a  view  as  I  can,  I  shall 
state  the  position  of  the  enemyl  On  the  left  bank  of  the  river 
it  was  simply  a  straight  line  of  about  a  front  of  1000  yards  with , 
a  parapet,  the  right  resting  on  the  river,  and  the  left  on  a  wood 
which  had  been  made  impracticable  for  any  body  of  troops  to 
pass.  This  line  was  strengthened  by  flank  works,  and  had  a 
canal  of  about  four  feet  deep  generally,  but  not  altogether  of 
an  equalVidth  ;  it  was  supposed  to  narrow  towards  their  left: 
about  eight  heavy  guns  were  in  position  on  this  line.  The 
Mississippi  is  here  about  800  yards  across ;  and  they  had  on 
the  right  bank  a  heavy  battery  of  12  guns,  which  enfiladed  the 
whole  front  of  the  position  on  the  left  bank. 

Preparations  were  made  on  our  side,  by  very  considerable 
labor,  to  clear 'out  and  widen  a  canal  that  communicated  with 
a  stream  by  which  the  boats  had  passed  up  to  the  place  of  dis. 
embarkation,  to  open  it  into  the  Mississippi,  by  which  means 
troops  could  be  got  over  to  the  right  bank,  and  the  co-opera- 
tion of  armed  boats  could  be  secured. 

The  disposition  for  the  attack  was  as  follows : — a  corps, 
consisting  of  the  85th  light  infantry,  200  seamen,  and  400 
marines,  the  5th  West  India  regiment,  and  four  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, under  the  command  of  colonel  Thornton,  of  the  85th,  was 
to  pass  over  during  the  night,  and  move  along  the  right  bank 
towards  New  Orleans^  clearing  its  front  until  it  reached  the 
flanking  battery  of  the  enemy  6n  that  side,  which  it  had  orders 
to  carry. 

The  assailing  of  the  enemy's  line  in  frc^  of  us,  was  to  be 
made  by  the  brigade  composed  of  the  4th,  21st,  and  44th 
regiments,  with  three  companies  of  the  05th.  under  major- 
general  Gibbs,  and  by  the  3d  brigade,  consisting  of  the  93d, 
two  companies  of  the  95th,  and  two  companies  of  the  fusileets, 
and  43d,  under  major-general  Keane ;  some  black  troops  were 
.destined  to  skirmish  in  the  wood  on  the  right ;  the  principal 
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attack  was  to  be 'made  by  major-general  Gibbs;  tbe  1st  bri. 
gade,  consisting  of  the  fus^Ueers  and  43d,  formed  tbe  reserre;  . 
the  attacking  columns  were  to  be  provided  with  fascines,  scal- 
ing-ladders, and  rafts;  the  whole  to  be  at  their  stations  before, 
daylight.  An  advanced  battery  in  our  front,  of  six  IB-pounders^ 
was  thrown  up  during  the  night,  about  800  yards  from  the 
enemy's  line.  The  attack  was  to  be  made  at  the  earliest  honr. 
Unlooked-for  difficulties,  increased  by  the  falling  of  the  river^ 
occasioned  considerable  delay  in  the  entrance  of  the  armed  boats, 
and  those  destined  to  land  colonel  Thornton's  corps,  by  which 
four  or  five  hours  were  lost,  and  it  was  not  until  past  fire  in 
tbe  morning,  that  the  1st  division,  consisting  of  500  men,  were 
pyev.  The  ensemble  of  tbe  general  movem^^nt  was  lost^  and  in 
a  point  which  was  of  the  last  importance  to  the  attack  on  the* 
left  bank  of  the  river,  although  colonel  Thornton,  as  your 
lordship  will  see  in  his  report,  which  I  enclose,  ably  executed 
In  every  particular  his  instructions,  and  fuli;^  justified  the  con- 
fidence the  commander  of  the  forces  placed  in  his  abilities^  The 
delay  attending  that  corps  occasioned  some  on  the  left  bank,  and 
the  attack  did  not  take  place  until  the  columns  were  discernible 
from  the  enemy's  lines  at  more  than  200  yards  distance;  as 
they  advanced,  a  continued  and  most  galling  fire  was  opened 
from  every  part  of  their  line,  and  from  the  battery  oh  the  right 
bank. 

The  brave  commander  of  the  forces,  who  never  in  his  life 
could  refrain  from  being  at  the  post  of  honor,  and  sharing  the 
dangers  to  which  the  troops  were  exposed,  as  soon  as  from  his 
station  he  had  made  the  signal  for  the  troops  to  advance,  gal- 
loped on  to  the  front  to  animate  them  by  his  presence,  and  he. 
was  seen,  with  his  hat  off,  encouraging  them  on  the  jrest  of 
the  glacis ;  it  was  there  (almost  at  the  same  time)  he  received 
two  wounds,  one  in  his  knee,  and  another,  which  was  almost 
instantly  fatal^  in  his  body;  he  fell  in  the  arms  of  major 
M^Dougall,  his  aide  de  camp.  The  effect  of  this  in  the  sight  of 
the  troops,  together  with  major-general  Gibbs  and  major-gene- 
ral Keane  being  both  borne  off  wounded  at  the  same  time,  with 
many  other  commanding  officers,  and  further,  the  preparations 
to  aid  in  crossing  the  ditch  not  being  so  forward  as  they  ought 
to  have  been,  from,  perhaps,  the  men  being  wounded  who  were 
carrying  them,  caused  a  wavering  in  the  column,  which  hi  such 
a  situation  became  j/;reparable ;  and  as  I  advanced  with  the 
reserve,  at  abojit  250  yards  from  the  line,  I  had  the  morti6ca« 
tion  to  observe  the  whole  falling  back  upon  me  in  the  greatest 
confusion. 

In  this  situation,  finding  that  no  impression  had  been  made, 
that  though  many  men  had  reached  the  ditch,  and  were  either 
drowned  or  obliged  to  surrender,  and.t|iat  it  was  impossible  te 
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restore  order  in  the  regiments  where  thej  were,  I  placed  thli 
resrnrc  in  position,  until  I 'could  obtain  such  information  at 
ttf  determine  me  how  to  act  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  and 
whether  or  not  I  should  resume  the  attack,  and  if  so,  I  felt  it 
could  be  done  only  by  the  reserve.  The  confidence  I  have  in 
the  corps  composing  it  would  jiave  encouraged  me  greatly, 
though  not  without  loss,  which  might  have  made  the  attempt 
of  serious  consequence^  as  I  know  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
late  disitinguished  commander  of  the  forces,  that  the  Carrying  of 
the  first  line  would  not  be  the  least  arduous  service.  After 
making  the  best  reflections  I  was  capable  of,  I  kept  the  ground 
the  troops  then  held,  and  went  to  meet  vice-admiral  sir  Alex- 
ander CocnruZIf;  and  ia  fell  him,  that  under  all  the  circum- 
stances I  did  not' think  it  prndeut  to  renew  the  attack  that  day. 
At  about  10  o'clock,  I  learnt  of  (he  mcc^^  9^  ^^^on^l  Thorn- 
ton's  corps  on  the  right  bank.  I  sent  the  commanul2^  officer 
of  the  artillery,  colonel  Dickson,  to  examine  the  situation  of 
the  battery,  and  to  report  if  it  was  tenable;  but  informing  me 
that  he  did  not  think  it  could  be  held  with  security  by  a  smaller 
corps  than^O(X)  men,  I  consequent!);  ordered  lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins,  on  whom  the  command  had  devolved,  (colonel  Thorn« 
ton  being  wounded,)  to  retire. 

The  army  remained  in  position  until  night,  in  order  tagain 
time  to  destroy  the  IS-pounder  battery  we  had  constructed  the' 
preceding  night  in  advance.     I  then  gave  orders  for  the  troops 
resuming  the  ground  they  occupied  previous  to  the  attack* 

Our  loss  has  been  very  severe,  but  I  trust  it  will  not  be  con- 
sidered, notwithstanding  the  failure,  thatihb  army  has  suflfered 
the  military  character  to  be  tarnished,  i  am  satisfied,  had  I 
thought  it  right  to  renew  the  attack,  that  the  troops  would  have 
advanced  with  cheerfulness.  The  services  of  both  army  and 
navy,  since  their  landing  on  this  c^ast,  have  been  arduous 
beyond  any  thing  I  have  ever  witnessed,  and  difficulties  have 
been  got  over  with  an  assiduity  and  perseverance  beyond  all 
example  by  all  ranks,  and  the  most  hearty  co-operation  has 
existed  between  the  two  services. 

It  is  not  necessary  for  me  to  expatiate  to  you  uponf  the  loss 
the  army  has  sustained  in  major-general  the  honorable  sir  £• 
Pakenham,  commander-in-chief  of  this  force,  nor  could  I  in 
adequate  terms.'  His  services  and  merits  are  so  well  known, 
that  1  have  only,  in  common  with  the  whole  army,  to  express 
/  my  sincere  regret,  aiid  which  may  be  supposed  at  this  moment  to 

come  particularly  home  to  me. 

Major-general  Gibbs,  who  died  of  his  wounds  the  following 
day,  and  major-general  Keane,  who  were  both  carried  off  the 
field  within  io  yards  of  the  glacis,  at  the  head  of  their  brigades, 
sufficiently  speak  at  such  a  moment  how  they  were  conducting 
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themselves. '  I  am  happy  to  say  major-general  Keane  is  doing 
well. 

Captain  WylJy,  of  the  fasileers,  mWiisLry  secretary  to  the  late 
coramander  of  the  forces,  will*  have  the  honor  of  delivering  to 
your  lordship  tliese  despatches.  Knowing  how  much  he  en- 
joyed his  esteem,  and  was  in  his  confidence  from  a  long  expe- 
rience of  his  talents,  I  feell  cannot  do  less  than  pay  this  tribute 
to  what  I  conceive  would  be  the  wishes  olT  his  |ate  general,  and 
to  recommend  him  strongly  to  your  lordship's  protection. 

1  have,  j&c. 

JOHN  LAMBERT, 

Major-general,  commanding. 
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From  colonel  Thornton  to  major' general  the  honorable  sir 

Edtcard  ^akenham, 

N  Redoubt,  on  the  right  b4nk  of  the 

SIR,  'Mississippi,  Jan.  8,  1815. 

I  lose  no  time  in  reporting  to  you  the  success  of  the  troop 
"which  you  were  yesterday^  pleased  to  place  under  my  orders, 
with  the  view  of  attacking  the  enemy's  redoubt  and  position  oa 
this  side  of  the  river.. 

It  is  within  your  own  knowledge,  that  the  difficulty  had  been 
found  so  extremely  great  of  dragging  the  boats  through  the 
canal  which  had  been  lately  cut  with  so  much  labor  to  the 
Mississippi,  that,  notwithstanding  every  possible  exertion  for 
the  purpose,  we.  were  unable  to  proceed  across  the  river  until  , 
•  eight  hours  after  the  time  appointed,  and  even  then,  with  only 
a  third  part  of  the  force  which  you  had  allotted  for  the  service. 

The  current  was  so  strong,  and  the  difficulty,  in  consequence^ 
of  keeping  (he  boats  together,  so  great,  that  we  only  reached 
this  side  of  the  river  at  day-break,  and,  by  the  time  the  troops' 
were  disembarked,  which  was  effected  without. any  molestation 
from  the  enem'y,  I  perceived  by  the  flashes  of  the  guns,   thats 
your  attack  had  already  commenced. 

This  circumstance  made  me  extremely  anxious  to  move  for- 
ward, to  prevent  the  destructive  enfilading  fire,  which  would, 
'of  course,  be  opened  on  your  columns  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries on  this  side;  and  I  proceeded  with  the  greatest  possible 
expedition,  strengthened  and  secured  on  my  right  flajik  by 
three  gun-boats,  iiiider  c«iptain  Roberts  of  the  navy,  whose 
zeal  and  exertions  on  this  occasion  were  as  unremitted  as  his 
arrangements  in  cmbarkir.g  the  troops,  and  in  keeping  thtt 
boats  together  in  crossing  the  river,  were  excellent. 

N  N  2 
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The  enemy  made  no  opposition  to  our  ftdrance^  until  we 
reached  a  piquet,  posted  behind  a  bridge,  at  about  500  paces 
from  the  house  in  the  Orange  grove,  and  secured  bj  a  small 
work,  apparently  just  thrown  up. 

This  piquet  was  very  &oon  forced  and  driTen  in  by  a  diraioa 
of  the  85th  regiment,  under  captain  Schaw,  of  that  regiment, 
forming  the  advanced  gnard,  and  whose  mode  of  attack  for  the 
purpose  was  prompt  and  judicious  to  a  degree. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  the  Orange  Grove,  I  had  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  reconnoitring,  at  about  700  yards,  the  enemy's  posi* 
fion,  vFhich  I  found  to  be  a  very  formidable  redoubt  on  the 
bank  of  the  river,  with  the  right  flank  secured  by  an  entrench, 
ment  extending  back  to  a  thick  wood,  and  its  line  protected 
by  an  Incessant  fire  of  grape*  Under  such  circumstances  it 
teemed  to  ii^e  to  afford  the  best  prospect  of  success,  to  endea- 
vour to  turn  his  right  at  the  wood ;  and  I  accordingly  detached 
two  divisions  of  the  85th,  under  brevet  lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins,  to  effect  that  object,  which  he  accomplish^  with  his 
usual  zeal  and  judgment,  whilst  100  sailors,  under  captain 
Money,  of  the  royal  navy,  who,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  was 
leverely  wounded,  but  whose  conduct  was  particularly  distin- 
guished  on  the  occasion,  threatened  the  enemy's  left,  supported 
by  the  division  of  the  85th  regiment,  under  captain  Schaw.     ' 

When  these  divisions  had  gained  their  proper  position,  I 
deployed  the  column  composed  of  two  divisions  of  the  85tli 
regiment,  under  major  Deshon,  whose  conduct  I  cannot  suffi- 
ciently commend,  and  about  100  men  of  the  royal  marines, 
under  major  Adair,  also  deserving  of  much  commendation,  and 
moved  forward  in  line,  to  the  attack  of  the  centre  of  tht 
intrenchment. 

At  first,  the  enemy,  confident  in  his  own  security,  shewed  a 
good  countenance,  and  kept  up  a  heavy  fire,  but  the  determi- 
nation of  the  troops  which  I  had  the  honour  to  command,  to 
overcome  all  difficulties,  compelled  him  to  a  rapid  and  disorderly 
flight,  leaving  in  onr  possession  his  redoubts,  batteries,  and 
position,  with*  16  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  the  colors  of  the 
New  Orleans  regiment  of  militia. 

Of  the  ordnance  taken,  I  enclose  the  specific  return  of  major 
Mitchell,  of  the  royal  artillery,  who  accompanied  and  afforded 
me  much  assistance,  by  his  able  directions  of  the  firing  of  some 
rockets,  it  not  having  been  found  practicable,  in  the  first 
instance,  to  bring  over  the  artillery  attached  to  his  command. 

I  shall  have  the  honor  of  sending  you  a  return  of  the  casualties 
that  have  occurred,  as  soon  as  it  is  possible  to  collect  them,  bat 
I  am  happy  to  say  they  are  extremely  inconsiderable  when  the 
strength  of  the  position  and  the  number  of  the  enemy  are  can- 
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ildered,  which  our  prisoners,  (about  30  in  number)  agree  in 
stating  from  1500  to  2000  men,  commanded  by  general 
Morgan. 

I  should  be  extremely  wanting  both  in  justice  and  in  gratis 
tnde,  were  I  not  to  request  your  particular  hotice  of  the  oSicerg 
Whose  names  I  have  mentioned,  as  well  as  of  major  Blanchard, 
of  the  royal  engineers,  and  lieutenant  Peddie,  of  the  27th  regi- 
ment, deputy-assistant-quarter.master-general,  whose  zeal  and 
intelligence  I  found  of  the  greatest  seryice. 

The  wounded  men  are  meeting  with  every  degree  of  attention 
and  humanity  by  the  medical  arrangements  of  staff-surgeon 
Baxtef. 

The  enemy's  camp  is  supplied  with  a  great  abandanco  of 
provisions,  and  a  very  large  store  of  all  sorts  of  ammunition. 

On  moving  to  the  attack,  I  received  a  wound,  which  shortly 
after  my  reaching  the  redoubt,  occasioned  me  such  pain  and 
stiffness,  that  I  have  been  obliged  to  give  over  the  command  of 
the  troops  on  this  side^to  lieutenant-colonel  Gubbins,  of  the 
86th  light  infantry;  but,  as  he  has  obtained  some  reinforce- 
ment,  since  the  attack,  of  sailors  and  marines,  and  has  taken 
the  best  precautions  to  cover  and  secure  his  position,  I  will  be 
answerable,  from  my  knowledge  of  his  judgment  and  expe*. 
rience,  that  he  will  retain  it,  until  your  pleasure  and  further 
orders  shall  be  communicated  to  him. 

I  haVe  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

W.THORNTON,  colonel, 
Tomajor-gen.  the  hon.  sir  £.  M.      lieut.-col*  85th  reg. 
Pakenham,  K.B.  &c. 
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Reiurn  of  the  ordnance  taken  from  the  enemy  by  a  detachment 
of  the  army  acting  on  the  Right  Bank  of  the  Mississippi^ 
under  the  command  of  coloneh  Thornton. 

Redoubt,  Right  Bank  of  the  Mississippi, 
January  8,  1815. 
I  brass  lO-inch  howitzer,  2  brass  4-poander  6eld- pieces,  3  94-pound« 
•rs,  3   12-poonders,    6    9-pounders,    1    13-pounder  carronade,   not 
mounted. 

On  the  howitzer  is  inscribed,  "  Taken  at  the  surrender  of  York 
Town,  mV 

J.  MITCHELL,  maj.  capt.  royal-artil. 
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From  vicemadmiral  Cochrane  to  Mr.  Croker* 

Sir,  Armide,  off  Isic  au  Chat,  January  18,  1815, 

An  unsuccessful  attempt  to  gain  possession  of  the  enemy's 
lines  near  New  Orleans,  on  the  8lh  instant,  having  left  me  to 
deplore  the  fall  of  major-general  the  honorable  sir  Edward 
Pakenham,  and  major-t^eneral  Gibbb ;  and  deprived  the  sor?ice 
of  the  present  assistance  of  major.general  Keane,  who  is 
severely  wounded,  I  stnd  the  Plantaj^onct  to  England,  to  jconvey 
a  despatch  from  major-general  Lambert,  upon  whom .  the  com- 
mand of  the  army  had  devolved,  and  toiuform  my  lords  commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  of  the  operations  of  the  combined 
forces  since  my  arrival  upon  this  coast; 

The  accompanying  letters,  Nos.  163  and  169^  of  the  7th  and 
16tk  ultimo,  nill  acquaint  their  lordships  of  the  proceedings 
of  the  squadron  to  the  I5th  of  Decejuber. 

The  great  distance  from  the  anciiorage  of  the  frigates  and 
troop  ships  to  the  bayou  Catalan,  which,  from  the^  best  infor- 
mation we  could  gain,  appeared  to  oii'cr  the  most  secure,  and 
"was,  indeed,  the  only  unprotected  spot  whereat  to  effect  a  dis- 
embarkation, and  our  means,  even  with  the  addition  of  the 
captured  enemy's  gun-vessels,  orly  alfonling  us  tran^tport  for 
half  the  army,  exclusive  of  the  supplies  that  were  riMjuired,  it 
became  necessary,  in  order  to  have  supjiort  for  the  divi:»ion  that 
would  first  land,  in  assemble  the  whole  at  some  intermediate 
position,  from  wherce  the  second  division  could  be  rc-cmbarked- 
in  vessels  brought  li-^ht  into  the  lake*,  as  near  the  bayou  as 
might  he  practicable,  and  remain  there  until  the  boats  could 
land  the  first  division  and  return. 

Upon  the  16th,  therefore,  the  advance,  commanded  by  colonel 
Thornton,  of  the  Soth  regiment,  was  put  into  the  gun-vessels 
and  boats,  and  captain  '  Gordon,  of  the  Seahorse,  proceeded 
-with  them,  and  took  post  upon  the  Isle  aux  Poi.x^  a  small 
swampy  spot  at  the  mouth  of  the  If^earl  river,  about  30  miles 
from  the  anchorage,  and  nearly  the  same  distance  from  the 
bayou,  where  major-general  Keane,  rear-admiral  Codringtoii, 
and  myself  joined  them  on  the  following  day;  meeting  the 
g:in. vessels  and  boats  returning  to  the  shipping  for  troops,  and 
supplies  of  stores  and  provisions. 

The  honorable  captain  Spencer,  of  the  Carron^  and  lieu  te- 
nant Pcddy,  of  the  quarter-master-general's  deparimcnt,  who 
were  sent  to  reconnoitre  the  bayou  Catalan,  now  returned  with 
a  favorable  report  of  its  position  for  disembarking  the  army ; 
having,  with  their  guide^  pulled  up  in  a  canoe  to  the  head  of 


./ 
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tbe  bayoQ,  a  distance  of  eight  miles,  and  landed  within  a  mile- 
and  a  half  of  the  high  road  to,  and  about  sii  miles  below  New 
Orleans,  where  they  crossed  the  road  withoat  meeting  with  any 
interruption,  or  perceiving  the  least  preparation  on  the  part 
of  the  enemy. 

The  severe  changes  of  the  weather,  from  rain  to  fresh  gales 
and  hard  frost,  retarding  the  boats  in  their  repeated  passages  to 
and  from  the  shipping,  it  was  not  until  the  Slst  that  (leaying 
on  board  the  greater  part  of  the  two  black  regiments,  and  the 
dragoons)  we  could  assemble  troops  and  supplies  sufficient  to 
admit  of  our  proceeding ;  ai|d,  on  that  day,  we  commenced 
the  embarkation  of  the  second  division  in  the  gun-Teasels,  such 
of  the  hired  craft  as  could  be  brought  into  the  Jakes,  and  the 
Anaconda,  which,  by  the  greatest  exertions,  had  been  got  over 
the  shoal  >passage8. 

On  the  5t2d,  these  yessels  being  filled  with  al^put  2400  men, 
the  advance,  consisting  of  about  1600  men,  got  into  the  boats, 
and,  at  eleven  o'clock,  the  whole  started,  with  a  fair  wind,  to 
cross  Lac  Borgne.  We  had  not,  howevei*,  proceeded  above 
two  miles  when  the  Anaconda  grounded,  and  the  hired  craft 
and  gun-vessels  taking  the  ground  in  succession  before  they 
bad  got  within  ten  miles  of  the  bayou  ;  the  advance  pushed 
on,  and  at  about  midnight  reached  the  entrance. 

A  piquet,  which  the  enemy  had  taken  the  precai^tion  to 
place  there,  being  surprised  and  cut  off,  major-general,  Keane, 
with  rear-admiral  Malcolm  and  the  advance,  moved  up  tl)e 
bayou,  and  having  eflfected  a  landing  at  day-break, '  in  the 
course  of  the  day  was  enabled  to  take  up  a  position  across  tife 
main  road  to  New  Orleans,  between  the  river  Mis^ssippi  and 
the  bayou. 

In  this  situation,  about  an  hour  after  sun -set,  and, before  the 
boats  could  return  with  the  second  division,  an  euenEiy's  schoo- 
ner of  14  guns,  and  an  armed  ship  of  16guns,  haying  dropped 
do ^n  the  Mississippi,  the  former  commenced  a  brisk  cannon- 
ading, which  was  followed  up  by  an  attack  of  the  vrhole  of  the 
American  army.  Their  troops  were,  however,  beaten  back, 
and  obliged  to  retire  with  considerable  loss,  and  major-general 
Keane  advanced  somewhat  beybnd  his  former  posiUbn.  As 
soon  as  the  second  division  was  brought  up,  the  gun-vessels  and 
boats  returned  for  the  remainder  of  the  troops,  the  sm^-armed 
•eamen  and  marines  of  the  squadron,  and  such  supplies  as  were 
required.  ^ 

On  the  2dth,  major-general  sir  £.  Pakenham  and  major- 
general  Gibbs  arrived  at  head-qnarters,  when  the  former  took 
ciomniand  of  the  army. 

The  schooner  which  had  continued  at  intervals  to  annoy  the 
troops  having  been  burnt^  on  the  27th,  by  hot  shot  from  our 
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trtilldtf,  and  tlie  ship  having  warped  fartber  vp  tfae  river,  flie 
following  day  the  general  moved  forward  to  ivitliin  gun-shot 
^  df  an  entrenchment  which  the  enemy  bad  newly  throw4i  np, 
.  Attending  across  the  cultivated  ground  from  the  Mississippi  to 
an  impassable  swampy  wood  on  his  left,  a  distance  of  about 
1000  yards. 

It  being  thought  necessary  to  bring  heavy  artillery  against  tbif 
Work,  and  also  against  the^hip  which  had  cannonaded  the  army 
ivhen  advancing,  guns  were  brought  up  from  the  shipping,  and 
on  the  1st  instant  batteries  were  opened  ;  but  our  fire  not 
having  the  desired  effect,  the  attack  was  defered  until  the 
arrival  of  the  troops  under  major-general  Lambert,  which  were 
.  daily  expected. 

Major-general  Lambert,  in  the  Vengeur,  with  a  convoy  of 
transports,  having  on  board  the  7th  and  43d  regiments,  reached 
the  outer  anchorage  on  the  1st,  and  this  reinforcement  was  all 
brought  up  to  the  advance  on  the  6th  instant,  while  prepara- 
tions were  making  fur  a  second  attack,  in  the  proposed  plan 
for  which,  it  was  decided  to  throw  a  body  of  men  across  the 
Tiver  to  gain  possession  of  the  enemy's  guns  on  the  right  bank. 
For  this  purpose  the  canal  by  which  we  were  enabled  to  conduct 
provisions  and  stores  towards  the  camp,  was  widened  aad 
extended  to  the  river,  an^d  about  60  barges,  pinnaces,  and 
tsutters,  having,  in  the  day-time  of  the  71h,  been  tracked  under 
cover  and  un perceived,  close  up  to  the  bank,  at  night  the 
whole  were  dragged  into  the  Mississippi,  and  placed  under  the 
-command  of  captain  Roberts  of  the  Meteor. 

The  boats  having  grounded  in  the  canal,  a  distance  of  350 
-yards  from  the  river,  and  the  bank  being  composed  of  wet  clay 
.  thrown  out  of  the  canal,' it  was  not  until  nearly  day-light   that 
With  the  utmost  possible  exertions,  this  service  was  completed. 

The  85th  regiment,  with  a  division  of  seamen  under  captain 
Money,  and  a  division  of  marines  under  major  Adair,  the  whole 
amounting  to  about  600  men,  commanded  by  colonel  Thornton, 
of  the  bdth  regiment,  were  embarked  and  landed  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  river  without  opposition,  just  after  day-light; 
and  the  armed  boats  moving  up  the  river  as  the  troops  advanced, 
this  part  of  the  operations  succeeded  perfectly  ;  the  enemy 
having  been  driven  from  every  position,  leaving  behind  him  17 
pieces  of  cannon. 

The  great  loss,  however,  sustained  by  the  principal  attack 
having  induced  general  Lambert  to  send  orders  to  colonel 
Thornton  to  retire,  after  spiking  the  guns  and  destroying  the 
carriages,  the  whole  were  re-embarkcd  and  brought  back,  and 
the  boats  by  a  similar  process  of  hard  labor  were  again  dragged 
into  the  canal,  and  from  thence  to  the  bayou,  conveying  at 
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ti^'sam^  time  stfeh  of  the  wounded  as  it  was  thought  requisite 
to  send  off  to  the  ships. 

Major-general  Lambert  having  determined  to  withdraw  the 
army,  measures  were  taken  to  re-embark  the  whole  of  the 
sick  aod  wounded,  that  it  was  possible  to  move,  and  the  stores, 
ammunition,  ordnance,  &c.  with  such  detachments  of  the  army, 
seamen,  and  marines,  as  were  not  immediately  wanted  ;  in 
6rder  that  the  remainder  of  the  army  may  retire  unincumbered, 
and  the  last  division  be  furnished  with  sufficient  mean?  of 
transport. 

This  arrangement  being  in  a  forward  state  of  execution,  I 
quitted  head.quacters  on  the  14th  instant,  leaving  rear-admiral 
Malcolm  to  conduct  the  naval  part  of  the  operations  in  that 
quarter,  and  I  arrived  at  this  anchorage  on  the  16th,  where  I 
am  arranging  for  the  reception  of  the  army,  and  preparing  the 
fleet  for  further  operations. 

1  must,  in  common  with  the  nation,  lament  the  loss  which  the 
service  has  sustained  by  the  death  of  major-general  the  honor- 
able sir  £dward  Pakenham,  and  major-general  Gibbs.  Their 
great  military  qualities  Were  justly  estimated  while  living,  and 
their  zealous  devotion  to  our  country's  welfare,  will  be  cherished 
as  an  example  to  future  generations. 

In  justice  to  the  otlicers  and  men  of  the  squadron  under  my 
command,  who  have  been  employed  upon  this  expedition,  £ 
cannot  omit  to  call  the  attention  of  niy  lords  commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  to  the  laborious  exertions  aud  great  privations 
tvhich  have  been  willingly  and  cheerfully  borne,  by  every  class, 
for  a  period  of  nearly  six  weeks. 

From  the  12th  of  December,  when  the  boats  proceeded  to 
the  attack  of  the  enemy's  gun-vessels,  to  the  present  time,  but 
Tery  few  of  the  officers  of  men  have  ever  slept  one  night  on 
board  their  ships. 

The  whole  of  the  army,  with  the  principal  part  of  its  provi- 
sions, its  stores,  artillery,  ammunition,  and  the  numerous  neces. 
sary  appendages,  have  been  all  transported  from  the  shipping  to 
the  head  of  the  bayon,  a  distance  of  70  miles,  chiefly  in  open 
boats,  and  are  now  re-embarking  by  the  same  process.  The 
hardships,  therefore,  which  the  boats'  crews  have  undergone, 
from  their  being  kept  day  apd  night  continually  passing  and 
repassing  in  the  most  changeable  and  severe  weather,  have 
rarely  been  equalled ;  and  it  has  been  highly  honorable  to  both 
services,  and  most  gratifying  to  myself,  to  observe  the  emula, 
tion  and  unanimity  which  has  pervaded  the  whole; 

Rear-admiral  Malcolm  superintended  the  disembarkation  of  ' 
the  army,  apd  the  various  services  performed  by  the  boats;  and 
it  is  a  duty  that  I  fulfil  with  much  pL^asure,  assuring  their  lord« 
ships  that  his  zeal  and  exertions  upon  every  occasion  could  not 
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be  surpassed  by  any  one.  I  beg  leav^  also  to  offer  my  testi* 
mony  to  the  unwearied  and  cheerful  assistance  afforded  to  the 
rear-admiral  by  captains  sir  Thomas  M.  Hardy^  Dashwood,  and 
Gordon,  and  the  several  captains  and  oth^er  officers.  Rear- 
admiral  Codrington  accompanied  me  throughout  this  service; 
and  I  feel  much  indebted  for  his  able  advice  and  assistance. 

Captain  sir  Thomas  Troubridgc,  and  the  officen;  and  seamen 
attached  under  his  command  to-  the  army,  have  conducted 
themselves  much  to  the  satisfaction  -of  the  generaUi  commanding. 
Sir  Thomas  Troubridge  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  cap« 
tains  and  other  officer^i  employed  under  him,  as  named  in  his 
letter,  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed,)  reporting  their  services. 
He  particularly  mentions  captain  Money,  of  the  Trave,  who, 
I  am  much  concerned  to  say,  had  both  bones  of  his  leg  broken 
by  a  musket.shot,  advancing  under  a  heavy  fire  to  the  attack  of 
a  battery  that  was  afterwards  carried.  The  conduct  *of  captain 
Money  at  Washington,  and  near  Baltimore,  where  he  was 
employed  with  the  army,  having  before  occasioned  my  noticing 
him  to  their  lordships,  I  beg  leave  now  to  recommend  him  most 
strongly  to  their  protection.  The  wound  that  he  has  received 
not  aftbrding  him  any  probability  of  his  being  able  to  return  to 
his  duty  for  a  considerable  time,  I  have  given  him  leave  of 
absence  to  go  to  England;  and  shall  ititrustto  him  my  des- 
patches. 

I  have  not  yet  received  any. official  report  from  the  captain 
of  the  Nymphe,  which  ship,  with  the  vessels  named  in  the 
margin,*  were  sent  into  the  Mississippi,  to  create  a  diversion  in 
that  quarter.  ~ 

The  bombs  have  been  for  some  days  past  throwing  shells 
into  fort  Placquemain,  but  I  fear  without  much  effect. — I  have 
sent  to  recall  such  of  them  as  are  not  required  for  the  blockade 
of  the  riv^r.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  Sec.    ^ 

ALEXANDER  COCHRANE, 
vice-admiral,  and  commander  in  chief. 

J.  Wilson  Croker,  esq.  &c. 


^>##»^^l#V»^^^^.#'^^ 


No.  100. 


'    Return  of  casualties  on  the  Sth  of  JanHarj/y  1815. 

General sfaff;'^!  ronjor-general,  1  captain,  killed;  2  naajor-gene- 
rals,  1  ca)i>iain,  1  lieutenant,  wounded. 

Ro^al artUleryi-^S xsiuk  hnd  file,  killed  ;  10  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
Royal  engineers^  sappert,  and  miners; — 3  raiik  and  file,  wounded.  ^  \ 

•  Nymphe,  Herald,  iEtna,'  Meteor,  Thistle,  PiginT^^ 
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Athfoof ; — 1  ensign,  2  Serjeants,  39  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  lieute- 
nant;C(^onet,  1  in~ajor,  5  captains,  11  lieutenants,  4  ensigns,  1  staff,  9 
Serjeants,  222  rank  and  file,  wounded;  1  lieutenant,  1  serjeant,  53  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

7ihfoot\^l  inajor,  1  captain,  1  seijeant,  38  rank  and  file,  killed;  t 
captains,  2  lieutenants,  2  Serjeants,  47  rank  ar:d  and   file,  wounded. 

^Utfoot\ — 1  majtir,  I  captain,  1  lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  65  rank  and 
file,  killed ;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  major,  2  lieutenant^,  6  Serjeants,  1 
drummer,  144  rank  and  file,  wnunded ;  2  captains,  T  lieutenants,  8  Ser- 
jeants, 2  drummers,  217  rank  and  file,  tnissing. 

43dJbot;'-'2  serjeanrs,  1  drummer,  8  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  lieute- 
nants, 3  Serjeants,  3  drummers,  34  rank  and  file,  wounde^  ;  1  captain, 
5  rank  and  .file,  miesing. 

44th  fool'; — 1  lieutenant,  1  ensign,  1  serjeant,  3S  rank  and  file, 
killed;  1  captain,  5  lieutenantb,  3  ensigns,  5  Serjeants,  149  rank  and 
file,  wounded  ;  \  lieutenant,  2  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  76  rank  and  file, 
inisslng. 

85th  foot ; — ^  rank  and  file,  killed ;  1  lieutenant-colonel,  1  lieute- 
nant, 3  Serjeants,  2  drummers,  34  rank  and  file,  wounded;  1  rank  and 
file,  inissin;;. 

93d foot; — 1  lieutcnant'Colonel,  2  captains,  2  Serjeants,  58  rank  and 
iile,  killed;  4  captains,  5  lieutenants,  17  Serjeants,  3  drummers,  348 
rank  and  Hie,  wounded;  3  lieutenants,  2  Serjeants,  1  drummer,  99  rank 
and  file,  missing. 

Qothfoot; — I  serjeant,  10  rank  and  file,  killed;  2  captains;  5  lieute- 
nants, 5  Serjeants,  89  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

Royal  marina ; — 3  rank  and  file,  killed;   1  captain,  2  lieutenants,  1 
(   serjeant,  12  rank  and  file^  wointded. 

Roi/nlHaTt/,^2  seamen,  killed;   1  captain,  18  seamen,  wounded. 

Ist  West  India  vegiment; — 5 rank  and  file,  killed;   1  captain,  2  U^n- 
^     tenants,  2  ensigns,  2  Serjeants,  1 6 rank  and  fil6,  wounded;   1  rank  and 
£le,  missing. 

5th  Wc&t  India  regiment ; — 1  serjeant,  wounded. 

Total  loss — 1  major-general,  1  lieutenant-qolonel,  2  majors,  5  cap- 
tains, 2  lieutenants, '2  ensigns,  11  Serjeants,.!  drummer,  266 
rank  and  iile,  kilted;  2  major-generals,  3  lieutenant  colonels,  2 
•^.  majors,  18 captains, 58 lieutenants,  9  ensigns,  1  staff,  5  4serjeantSy 
9  drummers,  1 126  rank  and  file,  wounded;  3  captains,  12  lieu' 
tenanti;,  13  Serjeants,  4  drummers,  452  rank  and  file,  missing. 

Names  oF  the  officers  killed,  wounded,  and  missing. 

Killed. 

GeneraZi/flf;— Major-general  the  honorahlesir  Edward  Pakenham, 
K.  B.  oommunder  of  the  forces;  captain  Thomas  Wilkinson,  85lh  regi- 
ment, major  of  brigade.  ^  .         > 

4th foot; — Ensign  William' Crowe. 

Jthfooi; — Major  George  King;  captain  George  Henrv. 

^  ist  foot  ;-~Major  John  Antboiiy  Whittaker;  captain  Robert  Renny; 
(rieutenant-colMnel;)  and'iieuienant  Donald  M*Donald. 

44th  foot ; — Lieutenant  Rowland  Davies,  ensign  M.  M*Loskey. 

93rf/ooi ;— Lieutenant-colonel  Robert  Dale;  captain  Thomas  Ulcb- 
ins^  and  captaia  Alexander  Muirhead* 
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Woundied. 

General  s/it^;— Major-general  Gibbs,  severely ;  (since  dead ;)  major* 
general  Keane,  severely;  captain  Henry  Thomas  Shaw,  (4tb  foot,  bri« 
gade-major,)  slightly ;  lieutenant  Delacy  Evans,  (3d  dragoons^  deputy 
assistant-quarter-master-general,)  severely. 

^thfoot ;— Lieutenant^colonel  Francis  Brooke,  slightly ;  major  A.  D, 
Faunce,  (lieutenant-colonel,)  severely;  captaiu  John  Williamson,  (ma« 
jor,)  severely ;  captain  Timothy  Jones,  (lieutenant-colonel,)  severely ; 
(since  dead ;)  captain  John  Wynn  Fletcher,  severely ;  captain  Robert 
Erskine,  severely;  captain  David  S.Craig,  slightly;  lieutenants  Ellis, 
Parnal  Hopkins,  and  JefFery  Salvin,  slightly;  lieutenants  William  Henry 
Brooke,  Benjamin  Martin,  and  George  Kichardson,  severely;  lieute* 
nants  Peter  Boulhy,  and  G.  H.  Hearne,  slightly;  lieutenants  William 
Squire,  Charles  Henry  Farrington,  James  Marshall,  and  Henry  Andrews, 
severely;  ensign  Arthur  Gerrard,  slightly i' ensign  Thomas  Benwell, 
severely;  ensigns  John  S  Fernandez,  and  Edward  Newton,  slightly; 
lieutenant  and  adjutant  William  Richardson,  slightly. 

7M  ybr)/;-^Captain  J.  J.  A  Mullins,  slightly;  captain  W.  Edward 
Page,  severely;  lieutenant  Mathew  Higgins,  severely;  lieutenant 
Charles  Lorentz,  slightly. 

Slstfoot  ;•— Lieutenant-colonel  William  Patterson,  (colonel,)  severelv; 
(not  dangerously ;)  Major  Alexander  James  Ross,  severely;  lieutenant 
John  Waters,  severely ;  second  lieutenant  Alexander  Geddes,  severely^ 

4Sdfoot ; — Lieutenant  John  Myricke,  severely ;  (left  leg  amputated;) 
lieutenant  Duncan  Campbell,  severely. 

44th foot; — Captain  Henry  Debbeig,  (lieutenant-colonel,)  slightly; 
lieutenant  William  Maclean,  slightly;  lieutenants  Robert  Smith,  Henry 
Brush,  Richard  Phelan,  and  William  Jones,  severely;  ensigns  Janies 
White,  B.  L.  Hayden,  and  John-  Donaldson,  severely. 

85^A  ^00/ ;— Lieutenant*colonel  William  Thornton,  (colonel,)  se* 
Terely  (not  dangerously). 

9Sc?/()o^;-~Captains  Richard  Ryan,  P.  O.  K.  Boulger,  Alexander 
M^Kenzie,  an'd  Henry  Ellis,  severely ;  lieutenants  H.  H.  M'Lean,  Ri- 
chard Sparke,  and  David  M*Pherson,  slightly;  lieutenants  Charles 
Gordon,  and  John  Hay,  severely. 

95M^/bof;— Captain  James  Travers,  severely;  captain  Nicholas  Tra- 
cers, slightly ;  lieutenants  John  Reynolds,  sir  John  Ribton^  John  Oos- 
sett,  W.  Blackhouse,  and  Robert  Barker,  severely* 

Royal  marinei; — Captain  Gilbert  Elliott,  slightly;  lieutenants  Henry 
Elliott,  and  Charles  Morgan,  slightly. 

1st  West  India  regiment ;— Captain  Isles,  severely;  lieutenants 
McDonald  and  Morgan,  severely ;  ensign  Millar,  slightly  ;  ensign  Pil- 
kington,  severely. 

Roi/al  7iavy\ — Captain  Money,  of  his  majesty's  ship  Trave,  severely; 
nidshipman  Mr.  WooIcorabe,Tonnant,  severely. 

93d foot ;— Volunteer  John  Wilson,  slightly. 

Missmg. 

4  M/oo^;— Lieutenant  Edmund  Field,  severely,  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner. 

2l5^./^^  ;-<-Captain  James  M*Haffie;  (major;)  captain  Archibald 
Eidd;  lieutenants  James  Stewart,  and  Alexander  Armstrong,  taken 
prisoners;   lieutenant  James  Brady,  wounded,  and  takeo  prisoner >; 
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lieutenant  John  iLeavock,  taken  prisoner;  lienCenant  Ralph  Carr, 
wounded,  and  taken  prisoner;  lieutenant  J.  S.  iVf.  Fonblanque,  takes 
prisoner  ;  second  lieutenant  Peter  Quin,  wounded,  and  taken  prisoner. 

4d(/^l;— Captain  Robert  Simpion^  severaiy,  wounded,  and  takei| 
prisoner. 

44th  foot ; — Lieutenant  WiHiam  Knight. 

93dyao/;— Lieatenants  George  Munro,  John  McDonald,  and  Benja«^ 
min  Graves,  severely  wounded;  volunteer  B.  Johnston. 

FRED  STOriN,  lieat.-col.  dep..adj..gcn*  ^ 


W^#«s«^s«s«^sr«#^.#^ 
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From  major'gen,  Jackson  to  the  American  secretary  at  war. 

Camp,  four  miks  below  OrleanSi 
S1R9  January  9,  1815. 

During  >  the  days  of  the  6th  and  7  th,  the  enemy  had  been 
actively  employed  in  making  preparations  for  an  attack  upon 
my  lines.  With  infinite  labour  they  had  succeeded  on  the  night 
of  the  7th  in  getting  their  boats  across  from  the  lake  to  the  river, 
by  widening  and  deepening  the  canal  on  which  they  had  effected 
their  disembarkation.  It  had  not  been  in  my  power  to  impede 
these  operations  by  a  general  attack-padded  to  other  reasons, 
the  nature  of  the.  troops  under  my  command,  mostly  militia^ 
rendered  it  too  hazardous  to  attempt  extensive  offensive  raove^i 
inents  in  an  open  country,  against  a  numerous  and  welUdiscU 
plined  army.  Although  my  forces,  as  to  number,  had  been 
increased  by  the  arrival  of  the  Kentucky  division,  my  strength 
had  received  very  little  addition :  a  small  portion  only  of  that 
detachment  being  provided  with  arms.  Compelled  thus  to 
wait  the  attack  of  the  enemy,  I  took  every  measure  to  repel  it 
when  it  should  be  made,  and  to  defeat  the  object  he  ikd  in 
Tiw.  General  Morgan,  with  the  Orleans  contingent,  the  Louisi* 
ana  militia,  and  a  strong  detachment  of  the  Kentucky  troops, 
^occupied  an  intrenched  camp  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
protected  by  strong  batteries  on  the  bank,  erected  and  superin. 
tended  by  commodore  Patterson. 

In  jnif  encampment  every  thing  Was  ready  for  action,  when 
'  early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  enemy,  after  throwing  a 
heavy  shower  of  bombs  and  Congreve  rockets,  advanced  their 
columns  on  my  right  and  left,  to  storm  my  intrcnchments.  I 
cannot  speak  sufficiently  in  praise  of  the  firmness  and  delibora«. 
tion  with  which  my  whole  line  received  their  approach.  More 
could  not  have  been  expected  from  veterans  inured  to  war.— • 
Por  an  hour  the  fire  of  the  small  arms  was  as  incessant  and 
sttvere  as  can  be  imagined.     The  artillery, ,  too^  directed  by 
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officers  who  displayed  equal  skill  and  courages  did  great  execu. 
tion.  Yetithe  columns  of  the  enemy  continued  to  advance  with 
a  firmness  which  reflects  upon  them  the  greatest  credit.  Twice 
the  column  which  approached  me  on  my  left  was  repulsed  by 
the  troops  of  general  Carrol),  those  of  general  Coflfee  and  a 
division  of  the  Kentucky  militia,  an^' twice  they  formed  again, 
and  renewed  the  assault.  At  length,  ho^Tever,  cut  to  pieces, 
they  fled  in  confusion  from  the  field,  leaving  it  covered  with 
their  dead  and  wounded.  The  loss  which  the  enemy  sustained 
on  this  occasion  cannot  be  estimated  at  less  than  1500  in  killed, 
vounded,  and  prisoners.  Upwards  of  300  have  already  been 
delivered  over  for  burial ;  and  my  men  are  still  engaged  in  pick- 
ing them  up  within  my  lines,  and  carrying  them  to  the  point 
where  the.  enemy  are  to  receive  them.  This  is  in  addition  to 
the  dead  and  wounned  whom  the  enemy  have  been  enabled  to 
carry  from  the  field  during  and  since  the  action,  and  to  those 
who  have  since  died  of  the  wounds  they  received.  We  have 
taken  about  500  prisoners,  upwards  of  300  of  whom  are 
wounded,  and  a  great  part  of  them  mortally.  My  loss  has  not 
exceeded,  and  I  believe  has  not  amounted,  to  10  killed,  and  as 
many  wounded.  The  entire  destruction  of  the  enemy's  army 
was  now  inevitable,  had  it  not  been  for  an  unfortunate  occur- 
rence, which  at  this  moment  took  place  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river.  Simultaneously  with  his  advance  upon  my  lines,  he 
had  thrown  over  in  his  boats  a  considerable  force  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river.  These  having  landed,  were  hardy  enough  to 
'  advance  against  the  works  of  general  Morgan ;  and,  what  is 
strange  and  difficult  to  account  for,  at  the  very  moment  when 
their  entire  discomfiture  was  looked  for  with  a  confidence  ap- 
proaching to  certainty,  the  Kentucky  reinforcements,  in  whom 
80  much  reliance  had  been  placed,  ingloriodsly  fled,  drawing 
after  them,  by  their  example,  the  remainder  of  the  forces;  and 
thus  yielding  to  the  enemy  that  most  formidable  position.  The 
batteries  which  had  rendered  roe,  for  many  days,  the  most 
important  serviccf  though  bravely  defended,  were,  of  course, 
now  abandoned;  not,  however,  unlit  the  guns  had  been  spiked. 
This  unfortunate  rout  had  totally  changed  the  aspect  of 
affairs.  The  enemy  now  occupied  a  position  from  which  they 
might  annoy  us  without  hazard,  and  by  means  of  which,  they 
might  have  been  able  to  defeat,  in  a  great  measure,  the  efi*ects 
of  our  success  on  this  side  the  river.  It  became  therefore  an 
object  of  the  first  consequence  to  dislodge  him  as  soon  as  pos« 
sible.  For  this  object,  all  the  mearls  in  my  power,  which  I 
could  with  any  safety  use,  were  immediately  put  in  preparation. 
Perhaps,  however,  it  was  owing  somewhat  to  another  cause 
that  J  succeeded  even  beyond  my  expectations.  In  negociating 
the  terms  of  a  temporary  suspension  of  hostilities,  to  enable  the 
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enemjto-bnry  their  dead,  and  proTide  for  their  wounded,  I  had 
required  cer^in  propositions  to  be  acceeded  to  as  a  basis, 
among  which  this  was  one— that,  although  hostilities  should 
cease  on  this  side  the  river  until  12  o'clock  of  this  day,  yet  it 
was  not  to  be  understoou  that  they  should  cease  on  the  other 
side ;  but  that  no  reinforcibments  should  be  sent  across  by  either 
army  until  the  expiration  of  that  day.  Uis  excellency  major- 
general  Lambert  begged  time  to  consider  of  those  propositions 
until  ten  o'clock  of  to-day,  and  in  the  mean  time  re.qrossed 
bis  troops.  I  need  not  tdl  you  with  how  much  eagerness  I 
immediately  regained  possession  of  the  position  he  had  thus 
happily  quitted; 

The  enemy  having  concentrated  his  forces,  may  again  attempt 
to  drive  me  from  my  position  by  storm.  Whenever  he  does,  I 
have  no  doubt  my  men  will  act  with  their  visual  firmness,  and 
tustain  a  character  now  become  dear  to  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,*  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 


No.  102* 

From  commodore  Patterson  to  the  American  secretary  of  the 

navy. 

Marine  battery,  five  miles  below  New  Orleans, 
.     Sir,  January  13,  1815. 

^  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  during  the  2d  and  3d 
instant,  I  landed  from  the  ship  and  mounted,/  as  the  former 
ones,  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  four  more  12-pounders^  and 
.erected  a  furnace  for  heating  shot,  to  destroy  a  number  of 
buildings  which  intervened  between  general  Jackson's  lines  and 
the  camp  of  the  enemy,  and  occupied  by  him.  On  the  evening 
of  the  4th  I  succeeded  in  firing  a  number  of  4hem,  and  some 
rice  stacks,  by  my  hot  shot,  which  the  enemy  attempted  to  ex- 
tinguish,  notwithstanding  the  heavy  fire  I  kept  up,  but  which  at 
length  compelled  them  to  desist.  On  the  6th  and  7th  I  erected 
another  furnace,  and  mounted  on  the  banks^  of  the  river  two 
more  ^4-pounders,  which  bad  been  brought  up  from  the  English 
Turn,  by  the  exertions  of  colonel  Caldwell,  of  the  drafted 
militia  of  this  state,  and  brought  within,  and  mounted  on  the 
intrenchments  on  this  side  the  river^  one  12-poundep ;  in  addi- 
tion to  which  general  Morgan,  commanding  the  militia  on  this 
side^  planted  two  brass  6-pound  field-pieces  in  his  lines,  which 
were  incomplete,  having  been  commer^ced  only  on  the  4th. 
These  three  pieces  were  the  only  cannon  on  the  lines,-all  the 
others  being  mounted  on  the  bank  of  the  riycr,  with  a  Tiew  to 
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aid  the  fight  of  gefieraft  Jackson's  lines  on  the  opposite  shoro^ 
and  to  flank  the  enemy,  should  they  attempt  to  march  up  tbo 
road  leading  along  the  levee,  or  erect  batteries  on  the  same,  ef 
course  could  render  no  aid  in  defence  of  general  Morgan** 
lines.  My  battery  was  manned  in  part  from  the  crew  ef  the 
ship,  and  in  part  by  nrilitia  detailed  for  that  service  by  general 
Morgan,  at  I  had  not  seamen  enough  to  fully  man  them* 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  7th,  reconnoitred  the  enemy 
at  Villere's  plantation,  whose  canal,  I  was  informed,  they  were 
deepening  and  opening  to  the  river,  for  the  purpese  of  getting 
their  launches  in,  which,  upon  examination  with  my  glass,  I  found 
to  be  true,  and  informed  general  Jackson  of  my  observations  by 
letters,  copies  of  which  1  enclose  herewith ;  a  reinforcement  to 
general  Morgan's  militia  was  made  in  consequence,  consisting 
of  about  400  militia  from  Kentucky,  very  badly  armed  or 
equipped,  the  general  not  having  arms  to  furnish  them,  who 
arrived  on  this  side  on  the  morning  of  the  8th,  much  fatigued. 
At  I  A.  M.  finding  that  the  enemy  had  succeeded  in  launching 
their  barges  into  the  river,  I  despatched  my  aide  de  camp,  Mr. 
R.  D.  Shepherd,  to  inform  general  Jackson  of  the  circumstance, 
and  that  a  very  uncommon  stir  was  observed  in  the  enemy's 
camp  and  batteries  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  stating  again 
the  extreme^weakness  of  this  side  the  river,  and. urging  a  rein- 
forcement. 1  would  have  immediately  dropped  down  with  the 
Louisiana  upon  their  barges;  but  to  do  so  I  must  have  with- 
drawn all  the  men  from  the  battery  on  shore,  which  I  deemed 
of  the  greatest  importance,  and  exposed  the  vessel  to  fire  by 
hot  shot  from  the  enemy's  batteries,  mounting  six  long  18-poiD- 
ders,  which  protected  their  barges ;  and  at  this  time  she  had  on 
board  a  large  quantity  of  powder,  for  the  supply  of  her  own 
guns,  and  those  on  shore,  most  of  which  was  above  the  surface 
of  the  water^  consequently  exposed  to  theii>  hot  shot. 

General  Morgan  despatched  the  Kentuckians  immediately  on 
their  arrival,  about  5  A.  M.  to  reinforce  a  party  which  had 
been  sent  out  early  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  to  watch  and 
oppose  the  landing  of  the  enemy,  but  who  retreated  after  a  few 
shot  from  the  enemy  within  the  lines,  where  they  were  immedi* 
ately  posted  in  their  station  on  the  extreme  right.  At  day. 
light  the  enemy  opcmed  a  heavy  connonade  upon  general  Jack, 
son's  lines  and  my  battery,  leading  their  troops  under  cover  of 
their  cannon  (o  the  assault  of  the  lines,  which  they  attempted 
on  the  right  and  left,  but  principally  on  the  latter  wing;  they 
were  met  by  a  most  tremendous  and  incessant  fire  of  artillery 
and  musketry,  which  compelled  them  to  retreat  with  precipita- 
tion ;  leaving  the  ditch  filled,  and  the  field  strewed  with  their 
dead  and  wounded.  My  battery  was  opened  upon  them,  simul- 
^ncojusly  with  those  from  our  lines,  flanking  the  enemy  both 
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in  his  adTance  and  retreat  with  round,  grape,  and  canister, 
which  must  hare  proved  extremely  destructive,  as  in  their  haste 
and  confusion  to  retreat  they  crowded  the  top  of  the  levee, 
affording  ns  a  most  advantageous  opportunity  for  the  use  of 
grape  and  canister,  which  I  used  to  the  greatest  advantage. 
While  thus  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  opposite  shore,  I 
was  informed  that  they  had  ejected  their  landing  on  this  side, 
and  were  advancing  to  general  Morgan's  breast- work.    I  imme- 
diately ordered  the  officers  in  command  of  my  guns  to  turn  them 
in  their  embrazures,  and  point  them  to  protect  general  Morgan's 
right  wing,  whose  lines  not  extending  to  the  swamp,  and  those 
weakly  manned,  I  apprehended  the  enemy's  outflanking  him  on 
that  wing;  which   order  was  promptly  executed  by  captain 
Henley  and  the  officers  stationed  at  the  battery,  under  a  heavy 
and  well  directed  fire  of  shot  and  shells  from  the  enemy  on  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  river.     At  this  time  the  enemy's  force  had 
approached  general  Morgan's  lines,  under  the  cover  of  a  shower 
of  rockets,  and  charged  in  despite  of  the  fire  from  the  12-poun* 
der  and  field-pieces  mounted  on  the  lines  as  before  stated ; 
nrhen  in  a  few  minutes  I  had  the  extreme  mortification  and 
chagrin  to  observe  general  Morgan's  right  wing,  composed,  as 
herein    mentioned,    of  the   Kentucky    militia,  commanded  by 
major  Davis,  abandon  their  breait-work,  and  flying  in  a  most 
shameful  and  dastardly  manner,  almost  without  a  shot;  which 
disgraceful  example,  after  firing  a  few  rounds,  was  soon  fol. 
]bwed  by  the  whole  of  general  Morgan's  command,  notwith- 
standing eyery  exertion  was  made  by  him,  his  staff,  and  several 
officers  of  the  city  militia,  to  keep  them  to  their  posts.     By 
the  great  exertions  of  those  officers,  a  short  stand  was  effected 
on  the  field,   when   a  discharge  of  rockets   from   the  enemy 
caused  them  again '  to  retreat  in  such  a  manner  that  no  efforts 
could  stop  them. 

Finding  myself  thus  abandoned  by  the  force  I  relied  upon  to 
protect  my  battery,  1  was  most  reluctantly,  and  with  inexpres- 
sible pain,  after  destroying  my  powder,  and  spiking  my  cannon, 
compelled  to  abandon  them,  having  only  30  officers  and  seamen 
with  me.  A  part  of  the  militia  were  rallied  at  a  saw-miil  canal, 
about  two  miles  above  the  lines  from  which  they  had  fled,  and 
there  encamped.  I  ordered  the  Louisiana  to  be  warped  np  for 
the  purpose  of  procuring  a  supply  of  ammunition,  and  mount- 
ing other  cannon,  remaining  myielf  to  aid  general  Morgan.  A 
large  reinforcement  of  militia  having  been  immediately  despatch, 
ed  by  general  Jackson  to  this  side,  every  arrangement  was  made 
by  general  Morgan  to  dislodge  the  enemy  from  his  position, 
when  he  precipitately  retreated,  carrying  with  him  the  two 
field-pieces  and  a  brass  howitz,  after  having  first  Set  fire  to  the 
platforms  and  gun-carriages  on  my  battery,  two  saw-mills,  and 
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the  bridges  between  him  and  general  Morgan's  troops,  and 
re-crosted  the  river,  and  secured  his  boats,  by  hauling  them  into 
his  canaf.  On  the  9th  we  re-occupied  oar  former  ground,  and 
recorered  all  the  cannon  in  my  battery,  which  1  immediately 
commenced  drilling  and  re-mounting ;  and  on  the  evening  of  the 
loth  had  two  24.pounders  mounted  and  ready  for  service,  on 
the  left  flank  of  a  new  and  more  advantageous  position.  From 
the  10th  to  the  present  date  I  have  been  much  engaged  in 
mounting  my  12-pounders  along  the  breast- work  erected  by 
general  Morgan  on  this  new  position,  having  three  94-poun- 
ders  (with  a  furnace)  to  front  the  river,  and  flank  general 
Jackson's  lines  on  the  opposite  bank,  from  which  we  fired  upon 
the  enemy  wherever  he  appeard.  Our  present  position  is  now 
so  strong  that  there  is  nothing  to  apprehend,  should  the  enemy 
make  another  attempt  on  this  side. 

To  captain  Henley,  who  has  been  with  me  since  the  destrnc- 
tion  of  his  schooner,  and  who  was  wounded  on  the  8th|  I  am 
much  indebted  for  his  aid  on  every  occasion,  and  to  the  officers 
commanding  the  different  guns  in  my  battery,  for  their  great 
exertions  at  all  times,  but  particularly  on  the  trying  event  of  the 
8th.  The  exertions  of  general  Morgan,  his  stafl",  and  several 
of  the  officers  of  the  city  militia,  excited  niy  highest  respect, 
and  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  say,  that  had  the  drafted  and  city 
militia  been  alone  on  that  day,  that  I  believe  they  would  have 
done  much  better ;  but  the  flight  of  the  Rentuckians  paralized 
their  exertions,  and  produced  a  retreat,  which  could  not  be 
checked.  The  two  brass  field-pieces,  manned  entirely  by  militia 
of  the  city,  were  admirably  served,  nor  were  they  abandoned 
till  deserted  by  their  comrades,  one  of  which  was  commanded  by 
Mr.  Hosmer,  of  captain  Simpson's  company,  the  other  by  a 
Frenchman,  whose  name  I  know  not.  The  IS-pounder,  under 
the  direction  of  acting  midshipman  Phiiibert,  was  served  till 
the  last  moment,  did  great  execution,  and  is  highly  extolled  by 
general  Morgan.  The  force  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  amounted 
to  1000  men,  and,  from  the  best  authority  I  can  obtain,  their 
loss  on  this  side,  I  have  since  learned,  was  97  killed  and 
wounded;  among  the  latter  is  colonel  Thornton,  who  com- 
manded ;  of  the  former,  ^tc  or  six  have  been  discovered  buried, 
And  lying  upon  the  field;  our  loss  was  one  man  killed,  and 
several  wounded. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c« 

DAJilEL  T.  PATTERSON. 
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No.  103. 

Report  of  the  killed^  wounded,  and  missing j  of  the  army  Under 
the  command  of  major-general  Andrew  Jackson^  in  the 
action  of  the  Qth  of  January,  1815. 

Killed ;— Artillery,  navy,  and  volunteers  at  batteries,  3  privates ;  7tlj 
United  States' infantry,  1  Serjeant,  1  corporal;  general  Coffee's  bri- 
gade, I  private ;  Carroll's  division,  1  Serjeant,  S  privates ;  Kentucky 
militia,  I  private ;  mnjors  Lacoste's  and  Dacquin's  volunteers  of  colour, 
1  private;  li^eneral  Morgan's  militia,  1  private. 

Total  killed— 13.  s 

Wounded; — Artillery,  &c.  1  private;  7th  United  States'  infantry,  1 
private;  general  Carroll's  division,  1  ensign,  1  serjeant,  6  privates- 
Kentucky  militia,  1  adjutant,  1  corporal,  and  10  privates;  volunteers  of 
colour,  1  ensign,  S  Serjeants,  1  corporal,  8  privates ;  general  Morgan^A 
militia,  2  Serjeants,  2  privates. 

Tbtal  wounded— 39.  ; 

JIfissiitg:— Kentucky  militia,  4  privates;  Mogan's  militia,  15  privates. 

Total— 19. 

Total  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  this  day — 71. 

Note«-Of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing,  on  this  day,  but  6  killed, 
and  7  wounded,  in  the  action  oh  the  east  bank  of  the  river,  the  residue 
ID  a  sortie  after  the  action,  and  in  the  action  on  the  west  bank. 

Recapitulation. 

Total  kilfed,  55;  wounded,  185;  missing,  93  :  grand  total,  333. 
Truly  reported  from  those  on  file  in  this  office. 

,    ROBERT  BUTLER. 


No.  104. 

From  mcfjor" general  Jackson  to  the  American  secretary  at  war* 

#        ■ 

Camp,  four  miles  below  New  Orleans^ 
Sir,  January  19,  1815. 

Last  night,  at  12  o'clock,  the  enemy  precipitately  decamped 
and  returned  to  his  boats,  leaving  behind  him,  under  medical 
attendance',  80  of  his  wounded,  including  two  officers,  14 
pieces  of  his  heavy  artillery,  and  a  quantity  of  shot,  haying 
destroyed  much  of  his  powder.  Such  was  the  situation  of  the 
ground  which^  he  abandoned,  and  of  that  through  which  he 
retired,  protected  by  canals,  redoubts,  entrenchments,  and 
swamps  on  his  right,  and  the  mer  on  his  left,  that  I  could  not, 
without  encountering  a  risk,  which  true  policy  did  not  seem  to 

o  Q  % 
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require  or  to  authorize,  attempt  to  annoy  him  much  on  his 
retreat.     We  took  only  eight  prisoners. 

Whether  it  is  the  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  abandon  the  ex- 
pedition altogether,  or  renew^  his  efforts  at  some  other  point, 
I  do  not  pretend  to  determine  with  positiveness.  In  my  own 
mind,  however,  there  is  but  Jittle  doubt  that  his  last  exertibns 
have  been  made  in  this  quarter,  at  any  rate  for  the  present  sea- 
son, and  by  the  next  I  hope  wc  shall  be  fully  prepared  for  him. 
In  this  belief  I  am  strengthened  aot  only  by  the  prodigious  loss 
he  has  sustained  at  the  position  he  has  just  quitted,  but  by  the 
failure  of  his  fleet  to  pass  fort  St.  Philip. 

His  lo^s  on  this  ground,  since  the  debarkation  of  his  troops, 
as  stated  by  the  last  prisoners  and  deserters,  and  as  confirmed  by 
many  additional  circumstances,  must  hare  exceeded  4000  ;  and 
was  greater  in  the  action  of  the  8th  than  was  estimated,  from 
the  most  correct  data  then  in  his  possession,  by  the  inspector- 
general,  whose  report  has  been  forwarded  to  you.  We  suc- 
ceeded, on  the  8(h,  in  getting  from  the  enemy  about  1000 
stand  of  arms  of  various  descriptipns. 

Since  the  action  of  the  8th,  the  enemy  have  been  allowed 
very  little  respite — my  artillery  frrim  both  sides  of  the  river 
being  constantly  employed  till  the  night,  and  indeed  until  the 
hour  of  their  retreat,  in  annoying  them.  No  doubt  they 
thought  it  quite  time  to  quit  a  position  in  which  so  little  rest 
could  be  found. 

I  am  advised  by  major  Overton,  who  commands  at  fort  St. 
Philip,  in  a  letter  of  the  18th,  that  the  enemy  having  bombarded 
his  fort  for  eight  or  nine  days,  from  1 3.inch  mortars  without 
effect,  h4d  on  the  morning  of  that  day  retired.  I  have  little 
doubt  that  he  would  have  been  able  to  have  sunk  their  vessels, 
had  they  attempted  to  run  by. 

Giving  the  proper  weight  to  all  these  considerations,- 1  believe 
you  will  not  think  me  too  sanguine  in  the  belief  that  Louisiana 
is  qo^  clear  of  its  enemy.  I  hope,  however,  I  need  not  assure 
you,  that  wherever  I  commatid,  such  a  belief  shall  never  occa- 
sion any  relaxation  in  the  measures  for  resistance.  I  am  but 
too  sensible  that  the  moment  when  the  enemy  is  opposing  us, 
is  not  the  most  proper  to  provide  for  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

ANDREW  JACKSON. 

P.  S.  On  the  10th  our  prisoners  on  shore  were  delivered  to 
HS,  an  exchange  having  been  previously  agreed  to.  Those  who 
are  on  board  the  fleet  will  be  delivered  at  Petit  Coquille — after 
"which  I  shall  still  have  in  my  hands  an  excess  of  several 
hundred. 

20th — Mr.  Shields,  purser  in  the  navy,  has  to-day  taken  54 
prisoners ;  among  them  are  four  officers.  A.J. 
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No.  105. 

From  'Major" general  Lambert  to  earl  Bathurst, 

His  majesty's  ship  Tonnant,  oflF  Chandeleur'^ 
My  Lord,  Island,  January  28,   1815. 

After  maturely  deliberating  on  the  situation  of  this  army, 
after  the  command  had  unfortunately  devolved  upon  me,  on  the 
8th  instant)  and  duly  considering  what  probability  now  remained 
of  carrying  on  with  success,  on  the  same  plan,  an  attack 
against  New  Orleans,  it  appeared  to  me  that  it  ought  not  to  be 
persisted  in.  i  immediately  communicated  to  yice-admiral  sir 
A.  Cochrane  that  I  did  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  make 
any  further  attempt  sit  present,  and  that  I  recommended  re. 
embarking  the  army  a>  soon  as  possible,  with  a  view  to  carry 
into  effect  the  other  objects  of  the  force  employed  upon  this 
coast;  from  the^  9th  instant  it  was  determined  that  the  army 
should  retreat,  and  I  have  the  satisfaction  of  informing  your 
lordship  that  it  was  effected  on  the  night  of  the  18th  instant^ 
and  ground  was  taken  up  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  on  both 
sides  of  the  bayou,  or  creek,  which  the  troops  had  entered  oa 
their  disembarkation,  14  miles  from  their  position  before  the 
enemy's  line,  covering  New  Orleans,  on  the  left  bank  of  the 
Mississippi,  and  one  mile  from  the  entrance  into  LaC  Borgue: 
the  army  remained  in  bivouac  until  the  27ih  instant,  when  the 
whole  were  re-embarked. 

Iq  stating  the  circumstances  of  this  retreat  to  your  lordship, 
I  shall  confidently  trust  that  you  will  see  that  good  order  and 
discipline  erer  existed  in  this  army,  and  that  zeal  for  the  service, 
and  attention  was  ever  conspicuous  in  officers  of  all  ranks. 
Your  lordship  is  rl ready  acquainted  with  the  position  the  army 
occupied,  its  advanced  post  close  up  to  the  enemy's  line,  and  th^ 
greater  part  of  the  army  were  exposed  to  the  fire  of  his  batte- 
ries, which  was  unremitting  day  and  night  since  the  1st  of  Janu- 
ary, when  the  position  in  advance  was  taken  up  ;  the  retreat 
was  effected  without  being  harassed  in  any  degree  by  the  enemy  ; 
all  the  sick  and  w^ounded,  (with  the  exception  of  80  whom  it 
was  considered  dangerous  to  remove,)  field  artillery,  ammuni- 
tion, hospital  and  other  stores  of  every  de!»cription,  which  had 
been  landed  on  a  very  large  scale,  were  brought  away,  and 
nothing  fell  into  the  enemy's  hands,  excepting  six  iron  18-poun- 
ders,  mounted  on  sca-carriages,  and  two  carronades  which 
were  in  position  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi;  to  bring 
them  off  at  the  moment  the  army  was  retiring  was  impossible, 
and  to  have  done  it  previously  would  have  exposed  the  whole 
force  to  any  fire  the  enemy  might  have  seat  down  the  river. 
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These  batteries  were  of  course  destroyed,  and  the  guns  rendered 
perfectly  unserviceable ;  only  four  men  were  reported  absent 
next  morning,  and  these,  I  suppose,  must  have  been  left  be- 
hind, and  hare  fallen  into  the  hands.of  the  enemy ;  but  when  it 
is  considered  the  troops  were  in  perfect  ignorance  of  the  move- 
ment until  a  fixed  hour  during  the  night,  that  the  battalions 
were  drawn  off  in  succession,  and  that  the  piquets  did  not 
move  off  till  half  past  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  that 
the  whole  had  to  retire  through  the  most  difficult  new  made 
road^  cut  V in  marshy  ground,  impassable  for  a  horse,  and 
where,  in  many  places,  the  m^n  could  only  go  in  single  files, 
and  that  the  absence  of  men  might  be  accounted  for  in  so  many 
ways,  it  would  be  rather  a  matter  of  surprise  the  number  was 
do  few. 

An  exchange  of  prisoners  has  been  effected  with  the  enemy 
upon  very  fair  terms,  and  their  attention  to  the  brave  prisoners 
and  wounded  that  have  fallen  into  their  hands  has  been  kind 
and  humane,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe. 

However  unsuccessful  the  termination  of  the  late  service 
the  army  and  navy  have  been  employed  upon,  has  turned  out, 
it  would  be  injustice  not  to  point  out  how  much  praise  is  due 
to  their  exertions,  ever  since  the  13th  of  December,  when  the 
army  began  to  move  from  the  ships,  the  fatigue  of  disembarking 
and  bringing  up  artillery  and  supplies  from  such  a  distance  has 
been  incessant,  and  1  must  add,  that  owing  to  the  exertions  of 
the  navy,  the  army  has  never  wanted  provisions.  The  labor 
and  fatigue  of  the  seamen  and  soldiers  were  particularly  coft* 
spicuous  on  the  night  of  the  7th  instant,  when  50  boats  were 
dragged  through  a  canal  into  the  Mississippi,  in  which  there 
were  only  18  inches  of  water,  and  1  am  confident  that  vice- 
adroiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane,  who  suggested  the  possibility 
of  this  operation,  will  be  equally  ready  to  admit  this,  as  well 
M  the  hearty  co-operation  of  the  troops  on  all  occasions. 

From  what  ha&  come  under  my  own  observation  since  I 
joined  this  army,  and  from  official  reports  that  have  been  made 
to  me,  i  beg  to  call  your  lordship's  attention  to  individuals, 
who  from  their  station  have  rendered  themselves  peculiarly 
conspicuous :  major  Forrest,  at  the  head  of  the  quarter- 
master-generars  department,  I  cannot  say  too  much  of;  lieu- 
tenants Evans  and  Peddie,  of  the  same,  have  been  remarkable 
for  their  exertions  and  indefatigability  :  sir  John  Tylden,  who 
has  acted  in  the  field  as  assistant  adjutant.general  w4th  me, 
(lieutenant.colonel  Stovin  having  been  wounded  on  the  23d 
vlt.  though  doing  well,  not  as  yet  being  permitted  to  take  active 
service,)  has  been  very  useful ;  on  the  night  of  the  7th,  previous 
to  the  attack,  rear-admiral  JVlalcolm  reports  the  great  assist- 
ance h(S  receiyed  from  him^  ip  forwarding  the  boats  into  the 
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Missisllppl.  Captain  Wood,  of  the  4tli  tegiment,  deputy 
assistant  adjiitaut-general,  has  filled  that  situtation  since  the 
first  disembarkation  of  the  troops  with  zeal  and  attention. 

During  the  action  of  the  8tii  instant  the  command  of  the  ^ 
brigade  devolved  upon  licutenant.colonei  Brooke,  4th  r^gi. 
ment;  that  of  the  Sd  npon  colonel  Hamilton,  dth  West  India 
regiment;  and  the  reserye  upon  colonel  Blakeney,  royal  fusi- 
leers ;  to  alt  these  officers  I  feel  mtich  indebted  for  their  Services. 
Lieutenant-colonel  Dickson,  royal  artillery,  has  displayed  his 
usual  abilities  and  assiduity  ;  be  reports  to  me  hisgeneral^atis. 
faction  of  all  the  officers  under  his  command,  especially  major 
Munro,  senior  officer  of  the  royal  artillery,  previous  to  his 
arrival,  and  of  the  officers  commanding  companies. 

Lieutenant-colonel  Burgoyne,  royal  engineers,  afforded  me 
every  assistance  that  could  be  expected  from  his  known  talents 
and  experience;  that  service  lost  a  very  valuable  and.  much 
esteemed  officer  in  lieutenant  Wright,  who  was  killed  when  re- 
connoitring on  the  evening  of  the  Slst  ultimo. 

Lieutcnant-colpnel  Mein,  of  the  43d,  and  lieutenant-colonel 
Gubbins,  85th  regiments,  field-officers  of  the  piquets  on  the 
18th,  have  great  credit  for  the  manner  in  which  they  withdrew 
the  out-posts  on  the  morning  of  the  19th,  under  the  direction 
of  colonel  Blakeney,  royr.l  fusileers, 

I  request,  in  a  particular  manner,  to  express  how  much  this 
army  is  indebted  to  the  attention  and  diligence  of  Mr.  Robb,^ 
deputy  inspector  of  hospitals ;  he  met  the  embarrassments'  of 
crowded  hospitals,  and  their  immediate  removal,  with  such 
excellent  arrangements,  that  the  wounded  was  all  brought  off 
"with  every  favorable  circumstmce,  except  such  cases  as  would 
have  rendered  their  removal  dangerous. 

Captain  sir  Thomas  Troubridge,  royal  navy,  iWho  com. 
manded  a  battalion  of  seamen,  and  who  was  attached  to  act 
"with  the  troops,  rendered  the  greatest  service  by  his  exertions 
in  whatever  way  they  were  required ;  colonel  Dickson,  royal 
artillery,  particularly  mentions  how  much  he  was  indebted  to 
him.  . 

The  conduct  of  the  two  squadrons  of  the  14th  light  dra- 
goons, latterly  under  the  command  of  lieutenant^colonel 
Baker,  previously  of  major  Mills,  has  been  the  admiration  of 
every  one,  by  the  cheerfulness  with  which  they  have  performed 
all  descriptions  of  service.  1  must  also  mention  the  exertions 
of  the  royal  staff  corps  under  major  I'oddj^so  reported  by  the 
dieputy  quarter-master-general. 

Permit  me  to  add  the  obligations  I  am  under  to  my  personal 
stafi^,  lieutenant  the  honorable  Edward  Curzon,  uf  the  royal 
navy,  who  was  selected  as  naval  aide  de  camp  to  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  troops  on  their  first  disembarkation,  each  of 
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whom  hare  expressed  the  satisfaction  they  had  in  his  appoint- 
ment,  to  which  1  confidently  add  my  own* 

Major  Smith,  of  the  95th  regiment,  now  as  acting  military 
secretary,  is  so  well  known  for  his  zeal  and  talents,  that  1  can 
-with  great  truth  say  that  i  think  he  possesses  every  qiialitication 
to  render  him  hereafter  one  of  the  brightest  ornaments  of  his 
profession. 

1  cannot  conclude  without  expressing  how  mnch  indebted  the 
army  is  to  rear-admiral  Malcolm,  who  had  the  immediate  charge 
of  landing  and  re-embarking  the  troops ;  he  remained  on  shore 
to  the  last,  and  by  his  abilities  and  actiyity  smoothed  every 
difficulty.  1  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  LAMBERT, 
Right  hon.  earl  Bathurst,  &c.  ^  major-general  command. 

P.  S.  I  regret  to  have  to  report,  that  daring  the  night  of  the 
25th,  in  very  bad  weather,  a  boat  containing  two  officers,  viz- 
lieutenant  Brydges  and  cornet  Hammond,  with  37  of  the  14th 
light  dragoons,  unfortunately  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy, 
off  the  month  of  the  Regolets :  I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain 
correctly  the  particular  circumstances. 


^^^#^^^^#^^^^4^^ 


No.  106. 

Return  of  casualties  between  the  9th  and  26M  January^  1815. 

43d  foot ; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed  ;  1  lieutenant,  1  Serjeant,  2  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Q5thf(H)t ;— 1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
Total — 1  rank  and   file,  killed;  1  lieutenant,  1   Serjeant^  3  rank 
and  file,  wounded. 

Officer  wounded. 
43(/ybo/;<— Lieutenant  D'Arcvi  severely  (both  legs  amputated). 

FRED.  STOVIN, 

lieut.-col.  dep.  adj. -gen. 
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No.  IW. 

From  mc^or  Overton  to  major-general  Jackson* 

Sir,  Fort  St.  Philip,  January  19,  1815. 

On  the  1st  of  the  present  month,  1  received  information  that 
the  enemy  intended  passing  this  fort,  to  co-operate  with  their 
land  forces,  in  the  ^ibjugation  of  Louisiana,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  To  effect  this  with  more  fa- 
cility, they  were  first  with  their  heavy  bomb-vessels  to  bombard 
this  place  into  compliance.  On  the  grounds  of  this  informa- 
tion, I  turned  my  attention  to  the' security  of  my  command:  I 
erected  small  magazines  in  different  parts  of  the  garrisoO)  that  if 
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one  blew  up  I  could  resort  to  another;  built  covers  for  my 
men,  to  secure  them  from  the  explosion  of  the  shells,  and 
removed  the  combustible  matter  without  the  work.  Early  ia 
the  day  of  the  8th  instant,  I  was  advised  of  their  approach,  and 
on  the  9th,  at  a  quarter  past  10  A.  M.  hove  in  sight  two 
bomb-vessels,  one  sloop,  one  brig,  and  one  schooner,  they 
anchored  two  and  a  quarter  miles  below.  At  half  past  J 1.  and 
at  half  past  12,  they  advanced  two  barges,  apparently  for  the 
purpose  of  sounding  within  one  and  a  half  mile  of  the  fort  ;  at 
this  moment  I  ordered  my  water  battery,  under  the  command 
of  lieutenant  Cunningham,  of  the  navy,  to  open  upon  them. 
Its  well-directed  shot  caused  a  precipitate  retreat.  At  half  past 
three  o'clock  P.  M.  the  enemy's  bomb-vessels  opened  their  fire 
from  four  sea-mortars,  two  of  13  inches,  two  of  10,  and  to 
my  great  mortification  r  found  they  were  without  the  eftcctive 
range  of  my  shot,  as  many  subsequent  experiments  proved ; 
they  continued  their  fire  with  little  intermission  during  the  lOth, 
11th,  12th,  13th,  14th,  ISth,  I6th,  and  17th.  i  occasionally 
opened  my  batteries  on  them  with  great  vivacity,  particularly 
ivhen  they  showed  a  disposition  to  change  their  position.  On 
the  17th  in  the  evening,  our  heavy  mortar  was  said  to  be  iq, 
readiness.  1  ordered  that  excellent  ofiicer  captain  Wolstone- 
croft,  of  the  artillerists,  who  previously  had  charge  of  it,  to 
open  a  fire,  which  was  done  with  great  eifect,  as  the  enemy 
from  that  moment  became  disordered,  and  at  day-ligh(  on  the 
18th  commenced  their  retreat,  after  having  thrown  upwards  of 
1000  heavy  shells,  besides  small  shells,  from  howitzers,  round 
'  shot,  and  grape,  which  he  discharged  from  boats  under  cover 
of  the  night. 

Our  loss  in  this  affair  has  been  uncommonly  small,  'owing 
entirely  to  the  great  pains  that  was  taken  by  the  different 
officers  to  keep  their  men  under  cover;  as  the  enemy  left 
scarcely  10  feet  of  this  garrison  untouched. 

The  officers  and  soldiers  through  this  whole  affair,  although 
nine  days  and  nights  under  arms  in  the  different  batteries,  the 
consequent  fatigue  and  loss  of  sleep,  have  manifested  the 
greatest  firmness  and  the  most  zealous  warmth  to  be  at  the 
enemy.  To  distinguish  individuals  would  be  a  delicate  task,  as 
merit  was  conspicuous  every  where.  Lieutenant  Cunningham^ 
of  the  navy,  who  commanded  my  water  battery,  with  his  brave 
crew,  evinced  the  most  /ieterrained  bravery  and  uncommon 
activity  throughout;  and,  in  fact,  sir,  the  only  thing  to  be 
regretted  is,  that  the  enemy  was  too  timid  to  give  us  an  oppor- 
tunity of  dstroying  him. 

I  herewith  enclose  you  a  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded. 

•  I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  OVERTON. 
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No.  108. 

ji  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded  during  the  bombardment  of 
fort  St.  Philip^  commencing  on  the  9thy  and  ending  on  the 
I8th  ofJanury^  1815. 

Captain  Woolstonecroft's  artillery— Wounded,  3. 
Captain  Murry's  artillery-^Killed,  2  ;  wounded,  1, 
Captain  Broiiten's  infantry— Wounded,  1, 
Captain  Wade's  infantry^Wounded,  2. 
Total  killed,  2;  wounded,  7. 

No.  109. 

From  major 'general  Lambert  to  earl  Bathurst. 

Head-quarters,  Isle  Dauphine,  Feb.  14,  1815. 
My  LORtt) 

Mj  despatch,  dated  January  29th,  will  hare  informed  your 
lordship  of  the  re-embarkation  of  this  force,  which  was  com- 
pleted on  the  30th ;  the  weather  came  on  so  bad  on  that  night, 
and  corrtinued  so  until  the  5th  of  February,  that  oo  communi- 
cation could  be  held  with  the  ships  at  the  inner  anchorage,  a 
distance  of  about  17  miles. 

It  being  agreed  between  vice-admiral  sir  Alexander  Cochrane 
and  myself  that  operations  should  be  carried  towards  Mobile, 
it  was  decided  that  a  force  should  be  sent  against  Fort-Bowyer, 
situated  on  the  eastern  point  of  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  and 
from  every  information  that  could  be  obtained,  it  was  considered 
a  brigade  would  be  sufficient  for  this  object,  with  a  respectable 
force  of  artillery*  I  ordered  the  2d  brigade,  composed  of  the  ' 
4th,  21st,  and  44th  regiments,  for  this  service,  together  with 
such  means  in  the  engineer  and  artillery  departments  as  the  chief 
and  comniancling  ofhcer  of  the  royal  artillery  might  think 
expedient.  The  remait>der  of  the  force  had  orders  to  disembark 
on  isle  Dauphinc,  and  encamp ;  and  major-general  Reane, 
whom  I  am  truly  happy  to  say  has  returned  to  his  duty,  super- 
intended their  arrangement. 

The  weather  being  favorable  on  the  7th  for  the  landing  to 
the  eastward  of  Mobile  point,  the  sh^ps  destined  to  move  on 
that  service  sailed  under  the  command  of  captain  Ricketts,  of  the 
Veugeur,  but  did  not  arrive  in  suffici(;^t  time  that  evening  to  do 
mofe  than  determine  the  place  of  disembarkation,  which  was 
about  three  miles  from'  Fort-Bowyer. 

At  day-light  the  next  morning  the  troops  got  into  the  boats, 
and  600  men  were  landed  under  lieutenant-colonel  Debbei^,  of 
the  44th,  ^without  opposition,  who  immediately  threw  out  th« 
light  companies  under  l|(2utenant  Bennett,  of  the  4th  regiment, 
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to  co:ver  the  landiog  of  the  brigade.  Upon  the  whole  being 
disembarked,  a  disposition  was  made  to  move  on  towards  the 
fort,  covered  by  the  light  companies.  The  enemy  was  not  seen 
until  about  1000  yards  in  front  of  their  works ;  they  gradually 
fell  back,  and  no  firing  took  place  until  the  whole  had  retired 
into  the  fort,  and  our  adyance  had  pushed  on  nearly  to  within 
300  yards.  Having  reconnoitred  the  forts  with  lieutenant, 
colonels  Burgoyne  and  Dickson,  we  were  decidedly  of  opinion, 
that  the  work  was  formidable  only  against  an  assault^  that 
batteries  being  once  established,  it  must  speedily  fall.  EVery 
exertion  was  made  by  the  navy  to  land  provisions,  and  the 
necessary  equipment  of  the  battering  train  and  engineer  stores. 
We  broke  ground  on  the  night  of  the  8th,  and  advanced  a  firing 
party  to  within  100  yards  of  the  fort  during  the  night.  The  posi. 
tion  of  the  batteries  being  decided  upon  the  next  day,  they  were 
ready  to  receive  their  guns  on  the  night  of  the  10th,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th  the  fire  of  a  battery  of  four  IS-pounders 
on  the  left,  and  two  S-inch  howitzers  on  the  right,  each  about 
100  yards  distance,  two  6-pounders',  at  about  300  yards,  and 
eight  small  cojiorns  advantageously  placed  on  the  right,  with 
intervals  between  of  100  and  200  yards,  all  furnished  to  keep 
up  an  incessant  fire  for  two  days,  were  prepared  to  .open. 
Preparatory  to  commencing,  I  summoned  the  fort,  allowing 
the  commanding  officer  half  an  hour  for  dcision  upon  such 
terms  as  were  proposed.  Finding  he  was  inclined  to  consider 
them,  1  prolonged  the  period,  at  his  request,  and  at  three 
o'clock  the  fort  was  given  up  to  a  British  guard,  and  British 
colours  hoisted;  the  terms  being  signed  by  major  ^rnith,  mili. 
tary  secretary,  and  captain  Ricketts,  R.  N.  and  finally  approved 
of  by  the  vice-admiral  and  myself,  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
enclose.  I  am  happy  to  say  our  loss  was  not  very  great;  and 
.we  are  indebted  for  this^  in  a  great  measure,  to  the  efficient 
means  attached  to  this  force.  Had  we  been  obliged  to  resort  to 
any  other  mode  of  attack,  the  fall  could  not  have  been  looked 
for  under  such  favorable  circu instances. 

We  have  certain  information  of  a  force  having  been  sent 
from  Mobile,  and  disembarked  about  12  miles  ofi^,  in  the  night 
of  the  10th,  to  attempt  its  relief;  two  schooners  with  provi. 
sions,  and  an  intercepted  letter,  fell  into  our  hands,  taken  by 
captain  Price,  R.  N.  stationed  in  the  bay. 

I  cannot  close  this  des()atch  without  naming  to  your  lord- 
ship again,  lieutenant-colonel  Dickson,  royal  artillery,  and 
Burgoyne,  royal  engineers,  who  displayed  their  usual  zeal  and 
abilities;  and  lieutenant  Bennett,  of  the  4th,  who  commanded 
the  light  companies,  and  pushed  up  plose  to  the  enemy's  works. 

Captain  the  honorable  R.  Spencer,  R.  N.  i^ho  had  been 
placed  With  a  detachment  of  Sjsamen  undep  my  orders,  greatly 
habilitated  the  si^f  vice  ii^  every  way  by  his  exertions. 
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From  captain  Ricketts,  of  the  R.  N.  \Fho  was  charged  with 
the  landing  and  the  disposition  of  the  naval  force,  I  receiyed 
eTery  assistance.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  LAMBERT, 
Right  hon.  earl  Bathurst,  &c.  Majors-general  command. 


No.  110. 

Return  of  ordnance  ^  ammunition^  and  stores^  captured  from,  the 
enemy  in  this  place^  on  the  i^th  instant, 

ForUBowyer,  Feb.  14,  1815. 

Guns. 
1  24- pounder,  2  9-pounders,  outside  the  fort. 

Iron— 3  32-pounder8,  8  24-pounders,  6  12-pouuderSy  5  Q'-pouoders^ 
iirwM— 1  4-pounder. 
Mortar — 1  8-inch. 
Howitzer^^l  5 J  inch. 

Shot. 
$2-ponnder — 856  round,  64  grape,  1 1  case. 
24-potf wf/er— 85 1  round,  176  bar,  286  grape,  84  case. 
\2-poun(/er — 535  round,  74  erape,  431)  case. 
O'pounder — 781  rouiid,  203  ^rape,  429  case. 
G'poundfr- — 15  round,  75  bar,  13  case. 
4'poiinder — 231  ronnd,  38  j!;rape,  147  case. 
Shdls—'^b  8-inch  74  5 J  inch. 
183  hand-grenades. 
5,619  pounds  powder. 
1  triangle  gin,  complete. 
16,976  musket  ball-cartridges. 
500  flints. 
351  muskets,  complete,  with  accoutrements. 

J  AS.  PERCIVAL,  ass. -com.  royal  artil. 
A.  DICKSON,  lieut.coi.  com.  royal  artil. 


^#^r^^^s#^«^^.^##^^ 


No.  111. 


Return  of  casualties  in  the  army  undef  the  command  of  major' 
'general  Lambert^  employed  before  Fort'Bowyer^  between 
the  Sth  and  tlth  of  February^  1815. 

Roi/al  snpperSf  afidminert; — I  rank  and  file,  wounded. 

4th  foot ; — 8  rank   and  file,  killed;  2   Serjeants,    13  rank  and  file, 
fvounded. 

2l5^^(>o;; — 2   Serjeants,  2  rank  and  file,  killed;  1   rank  and   file, 
wounded. 

40th foot; — 1  rank  and  file,  killed;  1  rank  and  file,  wounded. 
Total— 13  killed;  18  wounded. 

F.  STOVEN,  D.  A.  G, 


\ 
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No.  112. 

Return  of  the  American  garrison  of  Fort-Boyer^  which  sur^ 
rendered  to  the  force  under  major- general  Lambert  y  lithof 
February,  1815. 

1  field-officer,  3  captains,   10   subalterns,  2   staff,  16  Serjeants,  16 
drummers,  327  rank  and  file,  20  women,   16  children,  S  servants  not 

fioidiers.  ,    ^     *     -^ 

F.  STOVEN,  D.  A.  G. 


^*^^ 


No.  113. 

Articles  of  capitulation  agreed  upon  between  lieutenant-colonel 
Lawrence  and  major-general  Lambert  for  the  surrender  of 
F^rt-Bowyer,  on  the  Mobile  pointy  llth  February^  1815. 

Art.  I.  That  the' fort  shall  be  surrendered  to  the  arms  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty  in  its  existins  state  as  to  the  works,  ordnance,  ammuni- 
tion, and  every  species  of  military  stores. 

II.  That  the  garrison  shall  he  considered  as  prisoners  of  war,  the 
troops  marchint;  out  with  their  colours  flying  and  dnuns  beatinv,  and 
ground  their  arms  on  the  £;tacis — the  officers  retaining  their  swords,  and 
the  whole  to  be  embarked  in  such  ships  as  the  British  naval  commander- 
in-chief  shall  appoint. 

III.  All  private  property  to  be  respected. 

IV.  That  a  communication  shall  be  made  immediately  of  the  same 
to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  7th  military  district  of  the  United 
States,  and  every  endeavour  made  to  etFect  an  early  exchange  of 
prisoners. 

V.  That  the  garrison  of  the  United  States  remain  in  the  fort  until 
twelve  O'clock  to-morrow,  a  British  guard  beiiit^  put  in  possession  of  the 
inner  gate  at  three  o'clock  to-day,  the  body  of  the  guard  remaining  on 
the  glacis,  and  that  the  British  flag  be  hoisted  at  the  same  time — an 
officer  of  each  service  remaining  at  the  head  quarters  of  each  com* 
mander  until  the  fufihuent  of  these  articles. 

H.  C  SMITH,  maj.  and  mil.  sec. 
Agreed  on  the  part  of  the  royal  navv, 

T.  H.  RTCKETTS/capt.  H.M.S.  Vonj;eur. 

R.  CHAMBERLAIN,  2d  reg.  U.  S.  infantry. 

WM.  LAWRENCE,  It.-col.  2d  inf'y  com'g! 
Approved, 

A.  COCHRANE,  com.-in-chief  H.M.  shipp. 

JOHN  LAMBERT,  major-gen.  commanding. 
Test, 

JOHN  REID,  aide-de-camp. 


«'4  APPENDIXi 

No.  114. 

Letter  from  lieutenant'-colonel  Lawrence  to  general  Jackson* 

Sir,  Fort  Bowyer,  February  11,  1815.  • 

ImperioHs  necessity  has  compelled  me  to  enter  into  articles 
of  capitulation  with  major-general  John  Lambert,  commanding 
his  Britannic  majesty's  forces  in  front  of  Fort  Bowyer,  a  copy 
of  which  I  forward  you  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  an  imme- 
diate exchange  of  prisoners.  Nothing  but  the  want  of  prori* 
lions,  and  finding  myself  completely  surrounded  by  thousands- 
batteries  created  on  the  sand-mounds,  which  completely  com- 
manded the  fort — and  the  enemy  having  advanced,  by  regular 
approaches,  within  30  yards  of  the  ditches,  and  the  utter  im- 
possibility of  getting  any  assistance  or  supplies,  would  have 
induced  me  to  adopt  this  measure.  Feeling  confident,  and  it 
being  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  officers,  that  we  could  not 
retain  the  post,  and  that  the  lives  of  many  valuable  officers 
and  soldiers  would  have  been  uselessly  sacrificed,  I  thbughCTt 
most  desirable  to  adopt  this  plan.  A  full  and  correct  statiement 
will  be  furnished  you  as  early  as  possible. 

Captain  Chamberlin,  who  bears  this  io  E.  Livingston, 
Esq.  Vill  relate  to  him  every  particular,  which  will,  I  hope^ 
be  satisfactory.  I  am,  with  respect,  &c. 

W.  LAWRENCE,  lieut.-col.  com. 

No.  115. 

From  general  Jackson  to  the  Avierican  secretary  at  war^ 
Head-quartersy  7th  military  district. 

Sir,  New  Orleans,  fi4th  February,  1815. 

The  flag-vessel  which  I  sent  to  the  enemy's  fleet  returned  a 
few  days  ago,  with  assurances  from  admiral  Cochrane,  that  the 
American  prisoners  taken  in  the  gun-boats  and  sent  to  Jamaica, 
•hall  be  returned  as  soon  as  practicable.  The  Nymphe  has 
been  despatched  for  them. 

Through  the  same  channel  I  received  the  sad  intelfigence  of 
the  surrender  of  Fort-Bowyer  :  this  is  an  event  which  I  little 
expected  to  happen,  but  after  the  most  gailant  resistance ;  that 
it  should  have  taken  place,  without  even  a  fire  from  the  enemy's 
batteries,  is^as  astonishing  as  it  is  mortifying. 

In  consequence  of  this  unfortunate  afi'air,  an  addition  of  366 
has  been  made  to  the  list  of  Apierican  prisoners  ;  to  redeem 
those  and  the  seamen,  I  have,  in  conformity  with  propositions 
held  0!it  by  admiral  Cochrane,  forwarded  to  ihe  mouth  of  the 
Mississippi  upwards  of  400  British  prisoBert;  others  will  b« 
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sent,  to  complete  the  exchange,  as  soon  as  they  arrive  from 
Natchez,  to  which  place  I  had  found  it  expedient  to  order 
them. 

Major  Blue,  who  had  been  ordered  by  general  Winchester 
to  the  relief  of  Fort-Bowyer,  succeeded  in  carrying  one  of  the 
enemy's  piquets,  consisting  of  17,  but  was  too  late  to  effect  the 
whole  purpose  for  which  he  had  been  detached-— the  fort  ha?ing 
capitulated  t wen ty. four  hours  before  his  arrival.  I  learn  from 
the  bearer  of  my  last  despatches  to  the  enemy's  fleet,  who  was 
detained  during  the  operations  against  Fort-Bowyer,  that  his 
loss  on  that  occasion,  by  the  fire  from  the  garrison  was  between 
20  and  40.  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c. 

A.  JACKSON. 


^v#^i#'i#s»>#i»^v»y»N#^#.» 


No,  116. 


Treaty  of  Peace  and  Amity  between  his  Britannic  Majesty 
and  the  United  States  of  America. 

His  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  United  States  of  America, 
desirous  of  terminating  the  war  which  has  unhappily  subsisted 
between  the  two  countries,  and  of  restoring,  upon  principles 
of  perfect  reciprocity,  peace,  friendship,  and  good  understand- 
ing between  them,  have,  for  that  purpose,  appointed  their 
.  respective  plenipotentiaries,  that  is  to  say :  his  Britannic 
majesty,  on  his  part,  has  appointed  the  right  honorable  James 
lord  Gambier,  late  admiral  of  the  white,  now  admiral  of  tho 
red  squadron  of  his  majesty's  fleet,  Henry  Gouibourn,  esq. 
member  of  the  Imperial  parliament,  and  under  secretary  of 
state,  and  William  Adams,  esq.  doctor  of  civil  laws:-*-and 
the  president  of  the  United  States,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate  thereof,  has  appointed  Jojin  Quincy 
Adams,  James  A.  Bayard,  Henry  Clay,  Jonathan  Russell,  and 
Albert.  Gallatin,  citizens  of  the  United  States,  who,  after  a 
reciprocal  communication  of  their  respective  full  powers,  have 
agreed  upon  th^  following  articles  : 

Art.  l.—* There  shall  be  a  firm  and  universal  peace  between 
his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States,  and  between  their 
respective  countries,  territories,  cities,  towns,  and  people,  of 
every  degree,  without  exception  of  places  or  persons.  All 
hostilities,  both  by  sea  and  land,  shall  cease  as  soon  as  this 
treaty  has  been  ratified  by  both  parties,  as  hereinafter  men« 
tiotied.  All  territories,  places,  and  possessions  whatsoever^ 
taken  from  either, party  by  the  other,  during  the  war,  or  which 
may  be  taken  after  the  signing  of  this  treaty,  excepting  only 
the  islands  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  be  restored  without 
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delay,  and  without  causing  any  destruction,  or  carrying  away 
any  of  the  artillery  or  other  public  propeHy  originally  captured 
in  the  said  forts  or  places,  and  which  shall  remain  therein, 
upon  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  or  any 
•laves,  or  other  private  property,  and  all  archives,  records, 
deeds,  and  papers,  either  of  a  public  nature^  or  belonging  to 
private  persons,  which,  in  the  course  of  the  war,  may  have 
fallen  into  Ihe  hands  of  the  officers  of  either  party,  shall  be,  as 
far  as  may  be  practicable,  forthwith  restored  and  deliyered  to 
the  prober  authorities  and  persons  to  whom  they  respectively 
belong.  Such  of  the  islands  in  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy  as 
are  claimed  by  both  parties,  shall  remain  in  the  possession  of 
the  party  in  whose  occupation  they  may  be  at  the  time  of  the 
exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  until  the  decision 
respecting  the  title  to  the  said  islands' shall  have  been  made,  in 
conformity  with  the  fourth  article  of  this  treaty.  No  disposi- 
tion made  by  this  treaty,  as  to  such  possession  of  the  islands 
and  territories  claimed  by  both  parties,  shall,  in  any  manner 
whatever,  be  construed  to  affect  the  right  of  either. 

Art.  II. — immediately  after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty  by 
both  parties,  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  orders  shall  be  sent  to 
the  armies,  squadrons,  officers,  subjects,  and  citizens  of  the  two 
powers  to  cease  from  all  hostilities :  and  to  prevent  all  causes 
of  complaint  which  might  arise  on  account  of  the  prizes  which 
may  be  taken  at  sea  after  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty,  it  is 
reciprocally  agreed,  that  all  vessels  and  effects  which  may  be 
taken  after  the  space  of  twelve  days  from  the  said  ratifications, 
upon  all  parts  of  the  coast  of  North  America,  from  the  latitude 
of  twenty.three  degrees  north,  to  the  lajtitude  of  fifty  degrees 
north,  as  far  eastward  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean  as  the  thirty-sixth 
degree  of  west  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich, 
shall  be  restored  on  each  side :  that  the  time  shall  be  thirty  days 
in  all  other  parts  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  north  of  the  equi- 
noxial  line  or  equator,  and  the  same  time  for  the  British  and 
Irish  channels,  for  the  gulf  of  Mexico,  and  all  parts  of  the 
West  Indies :  forty  days  for  the  North  Seas,  for  the  JBaltic, 
and  for  all  parts  of  the  Mediterranean.  Sixty  days  for  the 
Atlantic  ocean  south  of  the  equator  as  far  a^  the  latitude  of  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope :  ninety  days  for  every  part  of  the  world 
south  of  the  equator  :  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  days  for  all 
other  parts  of  the  world,  ^vithout  exception. 

AiiT.  III. — AH'prisoners  of  war  taken  on  either  side,  as 
well  by  land  as  sea,  shall  be  restored  as  soon  as  practicable 
after  the  ratification  of  this  treaty,  as  hereinafter  mentioned, 
on  their  paying  the  debts  which  they  may  have  contracted  during 
their  captivity.  The  two  contracting  parties  respectively 
engage  to  discharge,  in  specie,  the  advances  which  may  have 
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1>een'made  by  the  othor,  for  the  sujstcnancc  apd  mainioQance  of 
such  prisoners. 

AftT.  IV. — Whereas  it  was  stipulated  by  the  second  article 
in  the  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand  seyen  hundred  and  eighty 
three,  between  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States  o( 
America,  that  the  boundary  of  the  United  States  should  comi? 
prehend  ail  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  th^ 
shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to  be 
drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries 
between  Nova-Scotia,  on  the  one  part,  and  Eas^t  Florida  oa 
the  other,  shall  respectively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy,  and  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  excepting  such  islands  as  now  are,  or  heretofore 
have  been  within  the  limits  of  Npva^Scotia:  and  whereas  the 
several  islands  in  the  bay  of  Passamaquoddy,  which  is  part  of  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  and  the  island  of  Grand  Menan,  in  the  sai4 
bay  of  Fundy,  are  claimed  by  the  United  States  as 'being  com^ 
prehended  within  tlieir  aforesaid  boundaries,  which  said  islandf 
are  claimed  as  belonging  to  his  Britannic  majesty,  as  having 
been  at  the  time  of,  and  previous  to,  the  aforesaid  treaty  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.three,  withjn  the  limits  of 
the  province  of  Nova  Scotia:  in  order,  therefore,  finally  to 
decide  upon  these  claims,  it  is  agreed  that  they  shall  be  referred 
to  two  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  in  the  following  manner; 
Tiz.  One  commissioner  shall  be  appointed  by  his  Britanqip 
majesty,  and  one  by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  by 
and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate  thereof,  and  the 
said  two  commissioners  so  appointed  shall  be  sworn  impar^ 
tiaUy  to  examine  and  decide  upon  the  said  claims,  according  to 
9iu;h  evidence  as  shall  be  laid  before  them,  on  the  part  of  hi^ 
Britannic  majesty  and  of  the  United  ^States  respectively.  The 
Sjud  commissioners  shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  province 
pf  New  Brunswick,  and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such 
other  place  or  places  as  they  shall  think  fit.  The  said  com- 
missioners shall,  by  a  declaration  or  report  nnder  their  hands 
and  seals,  decide  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  parties  the 
several. islands  aforesaid  do  respectively  belong,  in  conformity 
with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  eighty-three.  And  if  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  agree  in  their  decision,  both  parties  shall  consider 
such  decision  as  final  and  conclusive.  It  is  further  agreed, 
that  in  the  event  of  the  two  commissioners  ditforing  upon  all 
or  any  of  the  matters  so  referred  to  them,  or  in  the  event  of 
both  or  either  of  the  said  commissioners  refusing  or  declining, 
or  wilfully  omitting,  to  act  as  such,  they  shall  make,  jointly 
or  separately,  a  report  or  reports,  as  well  to  the  government 
of  his  Britannic  majesty,  as  to  that  of  the  United  States,  stat- 
ing in  detail  the  points  on  which  they  differ,  and  the  grounds 
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upon  wblch  their  respecUre  opinions  bare  been  formed,  or 
the  grounds  upon  i^hich  they,  or  either  of  them,  haye  so 
refused,  declined,  or  omitted  to  act.  And  his  Britannic  ma- 
jesty, and  the  goyemment  of  the  United  States,  hereby  agree 
to  refer  the  report  or  reports  of  the  said  commissioners,  to 
some  friendly  sovereign  or  state,  to  be  then  named  for  that 
purpose,  and  who  shall  be  requested  to  decide  on  the  differences 
irhich  may  be  stated  in  the  said  report  or  reports,  or  upon  the 
report  of  one  commissioner,  together  with  the  grounds  upon 
which  the  other  commissioner  shall  have  refused,  declined,  or 
omitted  to  act,  as  the  case  may  be*  And  if  the  commissioner  so 
refusing,  declining,  or  omitting  to  act,  shall  also  wilfully  omit  to 
state  the  grounds  upon  which  he  has  so  done,  in  such  manner  that 
the  said  statement  may  be  referred  to  such  friendly  sovereign  or 
state,  together  with  the  report  of  such  other  commissioner, 
then  such  sovereign  or  state  shall  decide  exparte  upon  the  said 
tcport  alone.  And  his  Britannic  majesty  and  the  government 
of  the  United  States  engage  to  consider  the  decision  of  some 
friendly  sovereign  or  state  to  be  final  and  conclusive,  on  all  the 
matters  so  referred. 

Art.  v.— -Whereas  neither  that  point  of  the  high  lands 
lying  due  north  from  the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix,  and 
designated  in  the  former  treaty  of  peace  between  the  two 
powers  as  the  north-west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  nor  the 
north-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  river,  has  yet  been 
ascertained ;  and  whereas  that  part  of  the  boundary  line  be** 
tween  the  dominion  of  the  two  powers  which  extends  from 
the  source  of  the  river  St.  Croix  directly  north  to  the  above 
mentioned  north-west  angle  of  Nova  Scotia,  thence  along  the 
said  high  lands  which  divide  those  rivers  that  empty  themselves 
into  the  river  St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  to  the  north-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut 
river,  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty- 
fifth  degree  of  north  latitude :  thence  by  a  line  due  west  on 
said  latitude  until  it  strikes  the  river  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy, 
has  not  yet  been  surveyed  :  it  is  agreed,  that  for  these  several 
purposes,  two  commissioners  shall  be  appointed,  sworn,  and 
authorized,  to  act  exactly  in  the  manner  directed  with  respect 
to  those  mentioned  in  the  next  preceding  article,  unless  other- 
wise specified  in  the  present  article.  The  said  commissioners 
shall  meet  at  St.  Andrews,  in  the  province  of  New  Brunswick, 
and  shall  have  power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places 
'as  they  shall  think  Git.  The  said  commissioners  shall  have 
power  to  ascertain  and  determine  the  points  above  mentioned, 
in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of 
'  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.threc,  and  shall  cause 
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the  bofindary  aforesaid,  from  tbe  source  df  the  riyer  St* 
CftMX)  to  the  rirer  Iroquois  or  Cataraguy,  to  be  8nr?eyed  and 
marked  according  to  the  said  provisions.  The  said  commis* 
fiioners  shall  make  a  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  annex  it 
to  a  declaration  Under  their  hands  and  seals,  certifying  it  to  be 
the  true  map  of  the  said  boundary,  and  particularizing  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  the  north.west  angle  of  Nora  Scotia^ 
of  the  north-westernmost  head  of  Connecticut  rirer,  and  of 
such  other  points  of  the  said  boundary  as  they  may  deem 
proper.  And  both  parties  agree  to  consider  such  map  and 
declaration  as  finally  and  conclusively  fixing  the  said  boundary^ 
And  in  the  event  of  the  said  two  commissioners  differing,  or 
both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing  or  declining,  or  wilfully 
omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations,  or  statements,  shall 
be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  and  such  reference  to  a 
friendly  sovereign  or  state,  shall  be  made^  in  all  respects  as  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full 
a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  herein  repeated. 

Art.  VI.— Whereas  by  the  former  treaty  of  peace,  that 
portion  of  the  boundary  of  the  United  States  from  the  point  where 
the  forty.fifth  degree  of  north  latitude  strikes  the  river  Iroquois 
orCataraguy  to  the  lake  Superior,  was  declared  to  be  ^^  along 
the  middle  of  said  river  into  lake  Ontario,  through  the  middle 
of  said  lake  until  it  strikes  the  communication  by  water  be« 
tween  that  lake  and  lake  Erie,  thence  along  the  middle  of  said 
communication  into  lake  Erie,  through  the  middle  of  said 
lake  until  it  arrives  at  the  water  communication  into  the  lake 
Huron,  thence  through  the  middle  of  said  lake  to  the  water 
communication  between  that  lake  and  lake  Superior."  And 
-whereas  doubts  have  arisen  what  was  the  middle  of  said  river, 
lakes,  and  water  communications,  and  whether  certain  islands 
lying  in  the  same  were  within  the  dominions  of  his  Britannic 
majesty  or  of  the  United  States :  in  order,  therefore,  finally  to 
decide  these  doubts,  they  shall  be  referred  to  two  commisioners^ 
to  be  appointed,  sworn,  and  authorized  to  act  exactly  in  the 
manner  directed  with  respect  to  those  mentioned  in  the  next 
preceding  article,  unless  otherwise  specified  in  this  present 
article.  The  said  commissioners  shall  meet,  in  (he  first  in* 
stance,  at  Albany,  in  the  state  of  New  York,  and  shall  have 
power  to  adjourn  to  such  other  place  or  places  as  they  shall 
think  Hi,  The  said  commissioners  shall,  by  a  report  or  decla^ 
ration,  under  their  hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boundary 
through  the  said  river,  lakes,  or  water  communications,  and 
decide  to  which  of  the  two  contracting  parties  the  several 
islands  lying  within  the  said  river,  lakes,  and  water  communis 
cations,  do  respectively  belong,  in  conformity  with  the  true 
intent  of  the  said,  treaty^ of  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
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dghty. three.  And  both  parties  agree  to  consider  fiticli  design 
tiation  and  decision  as  final  and  conclusire.  And-in  the  erent 
of  the  said  two  commissioners  differing,  or  both,  or  either 
of  them,  nfusing,  declining,  or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such 
reports,  dcdarations,  or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them^ 
or'either  of  them ;  and  such  reference  to  a  friendly  sorereign 
or  state  «hall  be  made  in  all  respects  as  in  the  lattter  part  of 
the  fourth  article  is  contained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if 
tbelsame  was  herein  repeated. 

"Art.  VII.— It  is  further  agreed  that  the  said  two  last  men- 
tioned commissioners,  affcr  they  shall  have  executed  the  duties 
assigned  to  them  in  the  preceeding  article,  shall  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  authorized,  upon  their  oaths,  impartially  to  fix  and 
determine,  according  to  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of 
peace  of  one  thousand  seTcn  hundred  and  eighty -thr€^e,  that 
part  of  the  boundary  between  the  dominions  of  the  two  powers, 
which  extends  from  the  water  communication  between  lake  Huron 
and  lalce  Superior,  to  the  most  north-western  point  of  the  lake 
of  the  Woods,  to  decide  to  which  of  the  two  parties  the  several 
islands  lying  in  the  lakes,  water  communications  and  rivers, 
forming  the  sani  boundary,  do  respectively  belong,  in  con- 
formity with  the  true  intent  of  the  said  treaty  of  peace  of  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty.three;  and  to  cause  suck 
parts  of  the  said  holindary,  as  require  it,  to  be  surveyed  and 
marked.  The  said  commissioners  sha!l,  by  a  report  or  decla- 
lution  under  their  hands  and  seals,  designate  the  boundary  line 
aforesaid,  state  their  decisions  on  the  points  thus  referred  to 
them,  and  particul arize  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  the  most 
north-western  point  of  the  lake  of  the  Woods,  and  of  soch 
other  parts  of  the  said  boundary,  as  they  may  deem  proper. 
And  both  parties  agree  to  consider  such  designation  and  decision 
as  final  and  conclusive.  And,  in  t^e  event  of  the  said  two 
commissioners  differing,  or  both,  or  either  of  them,  refusing, 
declining,  or  wilfully  omitting  to  act,  such  reports,  declarations, 
or  statements,  shall  be  made  by  them,  or  either  of  them,  and 
such  reference  to  a  friendly  sovereign  or  state,  shall  be  made  in 
all  respects,  as  in  the  latter  part  of  the  fourth  article  is  con* 
tained,  and  in  as  full  a  manner  as  if  the  same  was  Irerein 
repeated. 

Art.  yili. — The  several  boards  of  two  commissioners  men- 
tioned in  the  four  preceding  articles,  shall  respectively  have 
power  to  appoint  a  secretary,  and  to  employ  such  surveyors  or 
Other  persons  as  they  shall  judge  necessary.  Duplicates  ef  all 
their  respective  reports,  declarations^  statements,  and  decisions, 
and  of  (heir  accounts,  and  of  the  journal  of  their  proceedings, 
shall  bo  delivered  by  them  to  the  agents  of  his  Britsninic  majesty, 
and  to  the  agents  of  the  United  States^  who  may  be  respectiveiy 
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appointed  and  aatkorized  to  manage  the  busioess  on  behalf  of 
their  respective  governments.  The  said  coHimissioners  shaUbe 
respectively  paid  iu  such  manner  as  shall  be  agreed  betweea  the 
two  contracting  parties,  such  agreement  being  to  be  settled  at 
the  tinu*  pf  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  this  treaty ; 
and  all  other  expenses  attending  said  commissioners  shall  be 
defrayed  equally  by  the  two  parties.  And,  in  ca»e  of  death, 
sickness,  resignation,  or  necessary  absence,  the  place  of  every 
such  coinmi>8ioner  respectively  shall  be  supplied  in  the  same 
manner  as  such  commisssoner  was  first  appointed,  and  theiiew 
commissioner  shall  take  the  same  oath  or  afHrmation,  aad  do 
the  same  duties.  It  is  further  agreed  between  the  two  coa. 
tracting  parties,  that  in  case  any  of  the  islands  mentioned  in 
any  of  the  preceding  articles,  which  were  in  the  possession  of 
one  of  the  parties  prior  to  the  commencement  of  the  present 
war  between  the  countries,  should,  by  the  decision  of  an^  of 
the  boards  of  commissioners  aforesaid,  or  of  the  sovereign  or 
state  so  referred  to^  as  ifi  the  four  next  preceding  articles  con" 
tained,  fall  within  the  dominions  of  the  other  party,  all  grants 
of  land  made  previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  war,  by 
the  party  having  had  such  possession,  shall  be  as  valid  as  if  such 
island  or  islands  bad,  by  such  decision  or  decisions,  been 
adjudged  to  be  within  the  dominions  of  the  party  having  such 
possession.  ,  ' 

Art.  IX. — The  United  States  of  America  engage  to  put  an 
end,  immediately  after  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty,  to 
hostilities  with  all  the  tribes  or  nations  of  Indians,  with  whom 
they  may  be  at  war  at  the  time  of  such  ratification  ;  and  forth- 
with to  restore  to  such  tribes  or  nations,  respectively,  all  the 
possessions,  rights,  and  privileges,  which  they  may  have  enjoyed 
orbeen  entiiLd  to  in  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven^ 
previotis  to  such  hostilities:  Provided  always,  that  such  tribes 
or  nations  shall  agree  to  desist  from  all  hostilities  against  th^ 
United  States  of  America,  their  citizens  and  subjects,  upon  the 
ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being  notified  to  such  tribes  or 
nations,  and  shall  so  desist  accordingly.  And  his  Britannic 
majesty  engages,  on  his  {>art,  to  put  an  end  immediately  after 
the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty,  to  hostilities  with  all  the 
tribes  or  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  he  may  be  at  war  at  the 
time  of  such  ratification,  and  forthwith  to  restore  to  such  tribes 
or  nations  respectively,  all  the  possessions,  rights,  and  privi- 
leges, which  they  may  have  enjoyed,  or  been  entitled  to,  in  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  eleven,  previous  to  such  hostilities: 
Provided  always,  that  such  tribes  or  nations  shall  agree  to 
desist  from  all  hostilities  against  his  Britannic  majesty,  and 
his  subjects,  upon  the  ratification  of  the  present  treaty  being 
notified  to  such  tribes  or  nations^  and  shall  so  desist  accord- 
ingly. 
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Art.  X.— Whereas  the  traffic  in  slayes  is  irreconcilable  witli 
the  principles  of  humanity  and  justice,  and  whereas  both  his 
Britannic  majesty  and  the  United  States  are  desirous  of  con- 
tinuing their  efforts  to  promote  its  entire  abolition,  it  is  hereby 
agreed  that  both  the  contracting  parties  shall  use  their  best 
endeaTors  to  accomplish  so  desirable  an  object. 

Art.  XI.— This  treaty,  when  the  same  shall  have  been  rati« 
fied  on  1>oth  sides,  without  alteration  by  either  of  the  contract- 
ing  parties  and  the  ratifications  mutually  exchanged,  shall  be 
binding  on  both  parties,  and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged 
at  Washington,  in  the  space  of  four  months  from  this  day,  or 
sooner,  if  practicable. 

In  faith  whereof,  we  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  liave 
signed  this  treaty,  and  have  thereunto  affixed  our  seals* 

Done,  in  triplicate,  at  Ghent,  the  twenty-fourth  day  of 
December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  fourteen. 

6AMBIER, 

HENRY  GOULBOURN, 
WILLIAM  ADAMS, 
JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
J.  A.  BAYARD, 
H.  CLAY, 

JONATHAN  RUSSELL, 
ALBERT  GALLATIN. 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  said  treaty  of  peace  and 
amity  may  be  observed  with  good  faith,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  I,  James  Madison,  president  as  aforesaid,  have 
caused  the  premises  to  be  made  public :  and  I  do  hereby  enjoin 
all  persons  bearing  office,  civil  or  military,  within  the  United 
States,  and  all  others,  citizens  or  inhabitants  thereof,  or  being 
within  the  same,  faithfully  to  observe  and  fulfil  the  said  treaty, 
and  every  clause  and  article  thereof. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  caused  the  seal  of  the  United 
States  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents,  and  signed  the  same  with 

my  hand. 

Done  at  the  city  of  Washington,  this  eighteenth  day  of 
February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  and  of  the  sovereignty  and  inde« 
pcndcncc  of  the  United  Slates  the  thirty-ninth. 

JAMES  MADISON. 
By  the  president, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

i. 
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Bissel,  colonel,  United  States*  army,  lands  on  an  island  in  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  frightens 
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near  Fort-Brie,  I  lO-'is.  Soccessat  York,  149— 9}  and  at  Fort-George,  150— 60.  Advance 
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northern  army,  in  an  expedition  u^amst  Montreal,  9S9.  Its  subsequent  proceedings,  SCO— 59« 
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137_8.  Is  defeated  at  Lundy's  lane,  149—7.  Rietreats  to  Fort-£rie,  158.  Repels  an  assault 
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martial,  ib. 
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the  New  Or'.eans  proceeding^  SIO. 
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ComvieU,  list  of,  in  Fankfort  Penitentiary,  Vol.  1. 461. 
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York,  U.  C.  141.  Arrives  there,  149.  Captures  the  place,  146.  400.  Proceeds  to  Miagsis, 
150.  His  account  of  the  capture  of  Fort-6e«irge^  197.  419.  Detaches  a  strong  force  in 
porsnit  of  general  Vincent,  and  to  take  Fort-Erie,  169.  EflRects  the  latter,  ld4.  Demches 
two  brigadier-generals  to  capture  or  destroy  the  BrIUsh  at  Burlington  Heif^ts,  969.  Cap- 
ture or  the  former,  and  retreat  of  the  Americans  to  Fort-Geoiie,  904—19.  His  strange 
account,  90».  His  defensive  preMirations,  and  alarm,  at  Fort-George,  914^1*.  Detaches 
a  force  wminstUeotenAnt-colonelBisshopp  at  the  Beaver  dam,  915.  Its  entire  captorf,  916 
-pis.    His  official  account  of  the  affair,  499.    His  resignation  of  the  command,  419. 

JMartzch,  captain,  his  interview  with  general  Hampton,  Vol.  1.913. 

Jhoeptioiu,  military,  curious  divulgement  respecting.  Vol.  I.  169. 

J>elawar*-town,  affiilrat.  Vol.  II.  75— ^.417- 

Demits,  brevet-major,  hb  skilful  arrangcmento  and  gallant  behaviour  at  HoQp»pole  cfHk, 
Vol.  I.  991—9.    His  sudden  promoUon  by  the  Americans,  999. 

De  RotteHburg,  major-general,  succeeds  mi^or-general  Sheaffew  as  ptetldeat  of  Upper  Canada, 

Vol.  I.  910.    His  departure  for  Kingston,  961. 
De  Saluberrjf,  Beutenant»colonel,  liis  force  near  Chateaugay,  Vol.  I.  907.     Hears  of  the 

approach  of  general  Hampton,  ib.    His  judicious  arrangement  to  check  his  advanceu  907—9. 

Defeau  him,  300—17. 

Dtserters,  partial  decision  respecting.  Vol.  1. 43.    How  considered  by  Mr.  Madison,  44. 

■  ,  British,  number  from  colonel  Scott,  Vol.  1.951.    Ditto,  firom  sir  Oeoige  Pievost 
in  the  Plattsburgexpedition,  Vol.  II.  993.    Bounty  offered  to,  971. 
Detroit,  river,  described.  Vol.  I.  48. 
—  -  "■'•,  town,  ditto,  ib. 

-,  fort,   ditto,  ib.    Summoned  to  surrender,  69.    Attack  upon«  ib.   Its  eiqf  surreal* 
70—4.  369—76.    British  and  American  force  present  at,  71—4.    Ordnance  stores  found  si« 
79.    Effects  of  its  surrender  upon  the  cabinet  at  Washlngt09«  76*   See  Midk^nn. 
'  -,  brig,  (late  Adams,)  her  recapture.  Vol.  I.  Sl-^-t. 


INDBX. 

De  WattevUU,  augor-fOMnOy  hit  officimlatoni^t  of  the  lortie  fWm  Fort^Erie,  Vol.  II.  409. 
Dkkmh  Mfi»  inhuman  trottment  of  her.  wlien  ill  ih  bed  tt  Newark,  VoU  1I«  8.' 

,  coonsellor,  destraction  of  his  library  by  the  American*,  ib. 
■  II        ,  Mr.  Thomas,  released  firom  an  American  prison,  lb. 

,   colonel,  differs  with  colonel  Thornton  as  to  the  force  required  to  hold  general 
llorgan«sUnes,  Vol.  II.  J66.  546.  649. 
DoHmt  captain,  R.N.,  conreys  five  booU  over  land  to  Lake  Erie,  and  captures,  in  a  gallant 

manner,  the  U.  S.  schooners  Soraers  and  Ohio,  Vol.  II.  l6a--8.  449. 
Don  Juan  De  Aiutga,  the  Mexican  field-marshal,  assisted  in  defendipgMew  Orleans, Vol.  II .  S89« 
Don  Qnixotet  quotation  from.  Vol.  11. 9ft.  > 

Dover,  on  Lake  Erie,  attack  upon.  Vol.  II.  lOO.    Destroyed  under  the  orders  of  cok>nel 

Campbell,  U.  S.  army,  11&—18. 
Downaitf,  captain,  R.N.,  his  co-operation  requested  hy  sir  George  Pretost,  Vol.  II.  212.    Urged 
by  a  letter,  314.    Harrangues  his  men,  813.    Dies,  ib. 

Do^le,  his  celebrated  wife.  Vol.  I.  ioe. 

Dfummondt  lieutenant-general,  his  arrival  from  England,  Vol.  II.  18.    Is  sworn  in  as  president 
of  Upper  Canada,  ib.   Joins  the  centre-diTislon  at  St,  David's,  ib.    Permits  colonel  Murray 

SI  pursue  his  plans  of  annoyance, ib.  Advances  to  Chippeway«  80.  Detaahes  mi^or-general 
iall  to  Buffkloe  and  Black  Hock,  80—1.  Places  his  army  into  comfortable  winter-quarters^ 
Sft.  Detaches  a  force  towards  the  Detroit,  75.  Arrrves  at  the  Niagara  from  York,  14 1» 
Detaches  si  force  to  Lewistown,  ib.  Arrives  at  Landy's  lane,  148.  Defeats  general  Brown, 
149^59.  His  official  account,  436.  Arrives  opposite  to  Port^Erie,  iCl.  Detaches  lieutenant- 
colehel  Tudcer  to  attack  Black  Rock,  108.  His  failure,  I6S.  Opens  his  batteries  on  Fort. 
Erie,  168.  Fails  in  a  storming  attack,  169— 77.  His  official  account,  450.  Blamed  by  sir 
George  Prcvost'for  making  the  attack  *  in  the  dark*,  180. 

,,  major,  offers  to  put  sir  George  Prevost  in  possession  of  Sackett's  Harbor,  171. 
(Lietttenant*col<»iel.)    His  neroic-beliaviour  and  death  at  the  assault  of  Fort-Erie,  Vol.11. 
17*— 5. 
Zhterots,  Mr.  deceives  the  British commanderiat  New  Orleans,  Vol.  II.  S60. 
Dudley,  colonel,  U.  S.  army,  his  defeat  and  death.  Vol.  I.  198. 
Duke  qf  Gloucetter,  brig,  her  capture,  Vol.  1. 148, 

E. 

Eagle,  U.  5.  cutteiv  her  capture,  ak>ng  with  her  companion,  by  three  Canadian  gun-boats. 

Vol.  I.  840.445— 7.    Her  armament,  840— I,  447. 
Earle,  commodore,  not  an  officer  of  the  royal  navy.  Vol.  f.  181.    His  incompetency,  ib. 
£aton*«  life  qf  •/ttrAwon,  extracts  from,  Vol.11.  353.371*  374.388. 
.^ective,  its  unsettled  meaning,  Vol.  f.  71. 

Btdridge,  lieutenant,  U.  8.  army,  misrepresented  story  about.  Vol.  !•  889—6. 
JEiisolktlWCown,  now  Brockville,  incursion  into,  by  the  Americans,  Vol*  I.  134. 
Erie,  lake,  its  extent  and  situation.  Vol.  1.49. 
— <— ,  town,  its  situation,  ib. 

— ^,  fort,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  50.  Fires  npon  the  fort  at  Black  Rock,  105.  Its  garrison,  in 
November,  1818,  llO.  Abandoned,  158.  Entered  by  the  Americans,  164.  Repossessed  by 
the  British,  Vol.  II.  80.  Its  defenceless  condition,  |16«  Taken  hv  th«.  Americans,  117. 
Enlarged  and  strengthened,  16 1.  Is  assaulted  by  general  Orummond,  168.  Terrible  explo* 
aion  of  one  of  the  bastions,  177.  Repulse  of  the  British,  ib*  Repaired  and  fresh  mounted, 
S88.  Strength  of  the  garrison,  889.  Sortie  firom,  upon  the  British  batteries,  83 1 .  Its  partial 
success,  838—3.    Is  destroyed  and  evacuated  by  the  American  troops,  840. 

EwMt,  major,  his  imprisonment  along  with  convicts  in  Frankfort  Peniteniia^ry,  Vol.  I.  899. 
461. 

^verard,  captain,  leaves  his  brig,  the  Wasp,  at  Quebec,  and  volunteers  his  services  m  Lake- 
Champlain,  Vol.  I.  843.  Takes  troops  under  colonel  Murray,  and  lands  them  at  UCausburg, 
ib.  Re-embarks  them,  and  proceeds  to  Swanton,  Vermont,  843.  Then  to  Champlain^ 
town  and  Burlington,  844 — 5.  449.  Tries,  in  vain,  to  provoke  commodore  Macdonough  to 
come  out,  846.  449.    Returns  to  Quebec,  847. 

Eiutis,  doctor,  his  war-speech.  Vol.  1.  77* 

Exchange  <\f  priKonert,  agreed  upon  between  general  Winder  and  colonel  Baynes,  Vol.  II.  183. 
Its  sliameful  violation  on  the  part  of  the  Americans,  183—4. 

ErpeditUmt  the  WilUnsonian,  its  object.  Vol.  I.  855.  Sets  out  from  Fort-George,  860.  Ta 
driven  back,  ib.  Starto  a  second  time,  ib.  After  suffering  by  weather,  arrives  at  tlenderson*s 
y>ay  and  Sacket*s  Harbor,  861,  Its  rendezvous  at  Grenadier  island,  doi.  Its  exarc  strength, 
lb.  Proceeds  to  French  creek,  SOS.  Is  atucked  by  British  gun-rboats,  ib.  To  be  joined  by 
general  Hampton,  304.  Arrives  at  Hoag*s,  near  Morrisville,  S17.  After  landing  the  troops 
and  ammunition,  passes  Prescot,  318.  Halts  opposite  to  Matilda,  319.  Arrives  ac  w(l. 
liamsburg,  380,  Its  strength  at  this  time,  ib.  Detachmento  from  it,  ib.  Affair  at  Hoop, 
pole  croek,  388.  Defeat  of  general  Boyd,  383—38.  Progress  of  the  expedition  to  Corn- 
wall.    Hence  to  French  mills,  S40.    Its  total  failure,  34 1. 

to  recover  Michilimacinac,  its  proceeding)  and  failnre.  Vol.  II.  igo— 801. 


ExplMUm,  iu  fatal  effects,  at  York,  V.  C,  Vol.  I,  145.    At  Fort-Erie,  Vol.  II.  177. 

F. 

Field^fieen,  British  aiid  Canadian,  their  firmness,  in  council,  Vol.  I.  180, 
jpieeker,  lieutenant-oolonfil,  his  officiM  aoequnt  of  the  attock  on  Oswego,  480.    (Colonel)  At. 
tacks  the  Amorkan  emrenchments  at  Sntko-llUI.  witli  inefficient  icaUng«Udikn.  i6&*   la 
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Fi»k,  Mr.  off  Vernontp  hU  resolution  abcwit  Britith  doerterf ,  Vol.  II.  flvi. 

Fitzgibbont  lleateDant,  hU  capture  of  cokmel  Boentler  and  hU  detachment.  Vol.  I.-tltf— t. 

Flag  qf  truce,  scheming  one,  sent  by  the  American  commodore,  at  New  Orleans,  Yd.  11. 

Fleet,  British,  on  Lake-Ontario,  iu  state  in  October,  1818,  Vol.  I.  ISI. 

Fonythe,  captain,  U.  S.  army,  his  incursion  into  Gananoqne,  Vol.  1.  198.    Other  predatory, 
attacks,  133—4.    His  boastful  beba?iour  to  a  British  flag  of  truce,  1S6./ 

Fort,  what  so  called,  in  the  Canadas,  Vol.  I.  M). 

Foundery,  cannon,  destroyed  near  Havre-de -Grace,  Vol.  11.  39.  44.  407. 

FranJtfort  PenUentittry,  list  of  convicts  in.  Vol.  1.  461.      ^ 

Frtuer,  Serjeant,  his  capture  of  tlie  American  general  Winder,  Vol.  I.  806. 

Frederick-toym,  Chesapeake-bay,  proceedings  at.  Vol.  II.  46—8. 

Freneh'totpn,  Michigan,  battle  of,  Vol.  1.  iH4— 5. 

-,  in  the  Chesapeake,  proceedings  at.  Vol.  II.  SS— 5. 

French-creek,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  903.    Cannonade  of  the  American  encampment  at,  ib. 

Frigate,  American,  destroyed  at  Washington,  Vol.11.  297* 

G. 

Goiaes,  major-general,  U.  8.  army,  relieves  general  Ripley  at  Fort-Erie,  Vol.  I|.  164.  Hit 
mts-«tated  account  of  the  assault  upon  the  works,  179.  465. 

fBules,  the  editor  of  the  National  Intelligencer,  a  British  subject.  Vol.  II.  90b,  His  atrocious 
behaviour,  ib. 

Goaaiio^ite,  a  Canadian  settlement,  described.  Vol.  I.  196.    Midnigiit  incursion  into,  ib. 

George-town  paper,  extract  from, Vol.  II.  300. 

Grar^ffort,  its  situation  and  strength,  in  June,  1819,  Vol.1.  59.  Cannonade  between  it  and 
fort-Niagara,  102.  lOS,  Its  »uength  in  May,  1813,  151.  Attack  upon,  159.  Waatofam* 
munition,  ib.  Possession  taken  of  it  by  the  Americans,  159.407. 419.  Loss  in  defending  it^ 
159. 410.  American  loss  in  the  attack,  161.'  413.  Is  abandoned  by  general  M'Clure,  and  en- 
tered by  colonel  Murray,  Vol.  II.  II. 

"  town,  Chesapeake-bay,  proceedings  at.  Vol.  II.  46—8. 


Gibbs,  major-general,  his  arrival  before  New  Orleans,  Vol.  II.  369.  Complaint  against  lieutCr 
nant-colonel  Mullins,  375.  The  like  of  the  disobedience  of  the  troops,  376.  Is  mortally 
wounded,  379. 

Gibraltar  point,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  53. 

Goat-island,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  51. 

Goute- creek,  affair  at.  Vol.  I.  950-4. 

Government,  the  American,  makes  allies  of  the  Indians,  yet  blames  us  for  employing  tbemt 
Vol.  1.  180.  990—1.  Its  friendly  moderation,  139.  Orders  its  ofj^cers  to  break  their  parole, 
935. 

fSreenle({f*»-point,  serious  accident  a^,  yol.  II.  996. 

Grenadier  island,  its  situation.  Vol.  1.  301.    . 

Growler,  U.  S.  cutter,  her  capture,  along  with  her  companion,  by  three  Canadian  gnn-boats^ 
'  Vol.  I.  940.445—7.    Her  armament,  940—1.  447. 
■  ,  U.  S.  schooner,  her  destruction,  Vol.11.  107. 

Gun  boats,  American,  near  Lake-Borgne,  their  capture.  Vol.  U.  348—58.  Cnrions  statement 
respecting,  353.    Their  excellent  etjuipment,  ib. 

H. 

Banulton,  lieutenant-colonel,  gross  libel  upon  him  refuted.  Vol,  U.  18. 

— — *  village,'enteffedby  the  British,  Vol.  I.  340—1.  465—6. 

Hampton,  village  of,  attacked  and  carried  by  the  British,  Vol.  II .  64—8. 4 1 Sif^7-    Shameful  prot 

*  ceedings  at,  66.    Gross  exaggerations  of  the  American  editors,  67—8.   ^ 

« ,  major-generai,  U.  S.  army, "^  commands  the  American  northern  army,  Vol.1.  945. 

I?  ordered  to  join  general  Wilkinson,  304.  Advances  to  effect  thai  object,  305.  307.  En- 
counters a  small  force  under  colonel  De  3aluberry,  and  is  reptilsed,  308—17.  Retreats  to  Fook^ 
ctvrners,  and  thence  to  Plattsburg,  317.  His  consolatory  assurance  to  general  Wilkinson, 
339.  - 

ffamburg,  Chesapeake,  proceediigs  at.  Vol.  U.  965.  *• 

Hanchett,  captain,  R.  N.  His  severe  wounds  and  gallant  efforts  at  Craney  island.  Vol.  II.  39. 

Handcock,  major,  his  gallant  defeticeof  LaColle  mill.  Vol.  II.  8»— 9.  491. 

Hanks,  lieutenant,  \).  S.  army,  his  oflScial  letter.  Vol.  I.  355.    Remarks  thereon,  57. 

Harriion,  major-general,  U.  §.  army,  takes  the  command  of  the  right  wing  of  the  American 

'  north-western  army,  Vol.  I.  179.  His  relief  ^f  Fort- Wayne,  and  cruelties  against  the  In- 
dians,  181^-9.  Determines  to  winter  in  a  Canadian  g^jMson,  i84.  Separation  of  the  wingi, 
with  orders  to  re-unite  at  Presqu'isle,  ib.  lllconsequrtkestohimofthelossoftheleflwing,  194. 
ConstructsFor^iTdeigs,  and  another  fort  at  U  pper  Sahdusky,  194.  His  •  indulgencies*  against 
the  Indians,  195.  Is  attacked  at  Fprt- Meigs,  i96.  Ijeceives  a  strong  r^ntprcement,  m. 
Detaches  a  force  to  storm  the  British  batteries,  while  a  sohle  is  made  In  the  rear,  ib.  wic- 
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Hit  official  letter,  45S.  Gfticonading  accoanu.of  his  Yictory,  S86.  Detaini  a  flag  of  truce, 
fl97.  His  inaolent  letter  to  general  Vincent,  ib.  DUcharges  his  volunteers,  and  rqiairs  to 
the  Niif^ara*  106.    Arrltes  at  Fort-George,  and  afterwards  atSackett's  Harbor,  Vol.  II.  6. 

Starve^,  lieutenant-colonel,  reconnoitres  the  American  entrenched  camp,  near  Stoney  creek. 
Vol.  I.  f04.  Suggests  a  midnight  attack  upon  it,  ib.  Leads  the  advance,  «05,  Succeeds  ia 
the  enterprise,  capturing  part,  and  driving  away  the  remainder,  of  the  American  forc^» 
906—18.  Important  consequences  of  the  victory4ai5.  His  services  at  the  battle  of  Chryst*- 
ler*s,  468.  At  Oswego,  Vol.  II.  fib.  At  the  battle  of  Lundy*8  laqe,  4S9.  At  Fort-Erif, 
459. 

JHaore'deGracet  village  of,  its  situation  andsize,  Vol.  II.  36.    l^eatment  of  a  flag  of  truce  at,' 
38.    Fires  upon  the  British,  37— 8.    Is  entered,  and  partly  destroyed,  36—44.    Ameiicaa 
calumnies  respecting,  refnted,  40—6. 

Jiealdt  Mrs.  lier  wounds,  and  reception  bj  captain  Roberts,  Vol.  I.  67. 

Htnley,  captain,  U.  S.  navy,  bis  account  of  the  loss  of  the  Carolina,  Vol.  II.  &37. 

Hermes,  H.M.S.  hal  her  cable  cut  at  Fort-Bowyer,  Vol.  II.  344.  DrifU  on  shore  within  gun* 
shot,  and  is  blown  up  by  her  commander,  ib. 
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156—7.  162.  19s.  9«0.  895.  931-^3.  843—7.  967.  314.  316.  334.  337.  339.  344.  Vol.  II.  3.  4.  9.  IS. 
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118.  119.  189.  195.  130.  150-4).  165.  1^8—9.  800—8.  8)21.  224.  235.  240.  247.  85!»— 4.;t78  300.  800. 
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Holmes,  major,  U.S.  army,  his  brutal  proceedings  at  St.  Joseph's,  Vol.  II.  191—2. 

Hoop'pole  creek,  skirmish  at^  Vol.  I.  321—8. 

Hopkins,  A  Canadian  traitor,  conveys  information  to  the  enemy,  Vol.  I.  857.    Is  hung,  838. 

Hudibrus;  extracts  ft-om.  Vol.  I.  S36.  338.  Vol.11.  836. 

Hull,  general,  U.  S.  army.  Vol.  I.  57.  His  arrival  at  Detroit,  58.  Proclamation  to  the  Cana- 
dians, ib.  and  355.  Capture  of  Sandwich,  58.  Inactivity,  59.  His  behaviour  to  the  Cana- 
dians, ,63.  His  return,  across  the  river  Detruit,  to  the  fort,  64.  His  answer  to  general 
Brock's  summons,  69.  Retreat  to  the  fort,  70.  His  tame  surrender,  ib.  Omcial  letters,  369* 
His  trial,  and  sentence,  75—6. 

Humbert,  the  celebrated  French  general,  assisted  in  defending  New  Orleans,  Vol.  II.  989. 

Hunter,  Mr.  of  Alexandria,  hb  cowardly  and  cruel  behaviour.  Vol.  II.  858. 

.,  H.B.M.  brig,  compared  in  force  with  an  American  *  boat,*  Vol.  11.  353. 

Hwwh  lake,  its  extent  and  situation.  Vol.  1.  47,    Operations  upon.  Vol.  l\,  185—808, 

I, 

Jackscn,  mator-general,  U.S.  army,  succeeds  general  Wilkinson  in  the  command  at  New 
Orleans,  vol.  11.  345.  Takes  possession  of  Tensacola,  ib.  Arrives  at  New  Orleans,  346. 
Places  the  city  under  martial  law,  354.  Sends  to  reconnoitre  the  British  advanced  division, 
961.  Attacks  it  and  retires,  368.  ^33.  His  lines  in  front  of  New  Orleans,  364—7.  Receiief 
a  reinforcement,  371.  Is  attacked  by  the  British  374—85.  His  official  accounts  of  their  re- 
pulse, 538.  557.  Quick  re-occupation  of  the  abandoned  rght  bank,  386.559.  Considers  he 
outwitted  the  British  general,  387.  His  oQicial  account  of  the  departure  of  the  British,  563* 
Some  particulars  of  his  family,  389.  His  designation  of  England,  390.  His  honorable  conduct 
at  New  Orleans,  ib.    Account  of  the  loss  of  Fort-fiowyer,  574. 

Jenkins,  captain,  his  dreadful  wounds,  and  heroic  behaviour.  Vol.  I.  138.  Soine  ficcoontofhip 
family,  140. 

Independentforeigners,  a  corps  so  named,  fired  upon,  when  struggling  \r\  the  water,  Vol.  I(.  60. 
Enormities  committed  by  that  corps  at  Hampton,  66.  PlaCed  under  a  guard  by  tlie  British 
officers,  67.    Sent  away  from  the  Chesapeake,  and  not  employed  again,  69.     ^^ 

Indians,  treatment  uf  the,  by  the  Americans,  Vol.  I.  45.  Their  disgust  at  sir  George  Prevost*s 
first  armistice,  78.  Intrepid  behaviour  at  Sackett*s  harbor,  165.  Its  consequences,  166.  First 
called  in  aid  by  the  United  States,  J80.  Their  bravery  at  French-town,  184-^5.  I'he  difficulty 
of  restraining  them  at  the  river  Raisin,  193.  Cause  of  their  hatred  to  the  Americans,  I9i. 
Their  gallant  behaviour  at  Fort-Meigs,  197T.-891.  Called  in  aid  by  the  United  states  on  the 
Niagara,  8^.  Curious  reasons  given  in  support  of  tl^e  measure,  990—1.  Their  dislike  to  at- 
tack fortified  places,  967.  Accumulated  numbers  at  Detroit,  969.  Most  of  them  abandon 
major-general  Proctor,  after  the  loss  of  captain  Barclay's  fleet,  975.  Remainder  make  a  gal- 
lant resistance  at  the  ^ttle  of  the  Thames,  883. 

John,  colonel,  his  official  account  of  the  capture  of  the  U.  S.  ship  Adams,  Vol.  II.  479. 

Jones,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  navy,  his  official  account  of  the  loss  of  his  five  gun-boats.  Vol.  II. 

350—8.  596. 
Isle  aux  Noix,  its  situation,  extent,  forts,  and  garrison.  Vol.  I.  249.      Expedftion  planned 

against,|  346. 
Junon,  H.M.S.  heraffkirwitlithe  American  gun-boats.  Vol.  11.54— 6.  418. 

Izard,  maior-general,  U.  S.  army,  has  served  in  the  French  army.  Vol.  I.  306.  Commands 
general  Hainiiton't  advance,  ib.  Moves  from  Champlain  to  Sackett's  Harbor,  with  nearly^he 
whole  of  the  northern  army,  VoU  II.  SO6.    Proceeds  to  the  Niagara,  837.    Crosses  to  F^. 

'  Erie,  and  supersedes  general  Brown,  838.  Advances  along  the  road,  fb.  Returns  to  Fofti 
^r)e,  940.   Pesuroys  the  works,  and  en^cuates  the  Canadian  territory,  U^,  .'< . 


P,  nuuor-gencnif  hU  exact  force  at  New  Orieams,  Vol.  II.  S0Q.    His  official  aecoant  of  the 

'attack  opon  him  on  the  ftsd  of  December,  k89— 39.    Is  woonded  in  fh>nt  of  graoal  Jaduon's 

lines,  S79. 
Wmtuekkau,  their  proccedinp  against  the  IndianC,  Vol.  I.  179-    Dread  i«  which  they  were 
'  field  by  tlie  latter,  I84.    '  Induleed*  by  major-general  Harrison,   195.    Their  trtatmcat  of 

IVcamseh,  ft93— €.    Their  dastardly  flight  on  the  right  banlc  of  the  Mississppi,  380.  558. 500. 
'Kentucky  too-mucW  an  Indian  phrase,  illustrated.  Vol.  I.  194. 
Mtrr,  capuin.  hb  slcirmish  with  the  Americans,  Vol.  I.  ttl&. 
MiMg,  colonel,  U.  S.  army,  his  opinion  of  general  Hampton's  defeat.  Vol.  I.  315. 
KkngMtoUf  harbor  and  town  described,  Vol.1.  54.    Approached  by  commodore  Cfaaaacey,  Its. 

Snallforoeat,  1S8  950.    Intended  expedition  gainst,  256. 948-*^« 

JOmuU,  ptoceedUigs  at.  Vol.  II.  966. 

L. 

Ja  ColU  mtUe,  manner  of  its  construction,  Vol.  II.-83.  Is  attacked  by  general  WiUcinson,  85. 
Gallant  defence  by  its  garrison,  86—9.    Ke);>ul8e  of  the  assidlanu,  90. 

jAdder*.    See  SccUing-ladders, 

J/^te,  Mr.  his  trick  upon  British  officers,  Vol.  II.  341. 

superior,  its  extent  and  situation.  Vol.  I.  47* 

Huron,  ditto,  ib. 

Michigan,  ditto,  48. 

St.  Clair,  ditto,  ib. 

Erie,  ditto,  49. 

Ontario,  ditto,  53. 

Cbamplain,  ditto,  937. 
LallaRookh,  its  author  cited.  Vol.  II.  899. 
LambertU  travels,  quotations  from.  Vol.  Il .  8. 153. 

Xambert,  major-general,  orders  the  right  bank  of  the  Mississippi  to  be  evacuated.  Vol.  II.  ^. 

'  Applies  to  general  Jackson  for  a  sudpeasion  of  hostilities,  987.  Retreats 'from  bis  position 
before  New  Orleans,  ib.  His  official  letters,  543.  505.  Detaches  a  force  against  Fort* 
Bowyer,  301.    His  account  of  its  surrender,  570.  -       - 

Larwell,  lieutenant,  U.  S.  army,  his  capture,  along  with  his  detachment,  by  Canadian  mili- 
tia. Vol  II.  73—4. 

Xotoar,  major,  his  opinion  of  the  attack  upon  general  Jackson's  lines  at  New  Orleans,  Vol.  9. 
-  389. 

Jjatour*s  *  War  in  Louisiana,*  extracts  from.  Vol.  II.  349—5.  349—59.  354.  360~-l.  363. 367—9. 

371—9.  380.  383-4.  387.  389.  391. 
Jjiwrenee,  captain,  U.  8.  army,  his  account  of  the  loss  of  Fort-Bowyer,  Vol.  II.  391. 
lAift  division  qf  the  BTitish  Canadian  army,  its  approach  towards  the  American  northern  army, 
'  in  1819.  Vol.  1.  199.  Detachment  from  it  captures  OgdenSburg,  137—40.   Another  detachment 

enters  Flattsburg,  Swahton  and  Cham  plain-town,  949—5.     Proceedings  of  its  advance  near 

Sbateaugay.  306—17.    Strongly  reinlorced  from  Europe.  Vol.  II.  905.    its  efficient  state,906. 
[arches  to  Plattsburg  and  back,  907—97.    Retires  to  wmter-quarteis,  928. 
Jjeomard's  toim,  Potomac,  proceedings  at.  Vol.  II.  969. 

JLeanstovn,  tillage  of,  its  situation  and  size.  Vol.  I.  51.  Shares  the  fate  of  Newark,  Vol.  II.  19. 
Umes,  general  Jackson's,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  described,  Vol.  II.  ^iS4— 7.    First 
unsuccessful  attack  upon,  368.  599—36.    Second  ditto,  374 — 85.  5387'-l3.    M^iM*  Latoar's, 
and  m^jor-general  Wilkinson's,  opinions  respecting  the  attack ,  389— 5. 

,  major  general  Morgan's,  on  the  right  bank  of  the  same  river.  Vol.  II.  367.  371.    As- 
■   saulted  and  carried,  385 — 6. 
Z.iUle  Belt,  U.S.  schooner,  her  destruction.  Vol.  II.  99. 

Jjockyer,  captain,  R.  N.  departs  in  boats  to  attack  five  American  gun-boats.  Vol.  II.  349.    H^s 
'  official  account  of  their  capture,  360..  5S3. 

hogan,  the  Indian  chief,  his  alliance  with  the  United  States,  Vol.  I.  180. 

tendon  editors,  their  premature  rejoicings.  Vol.  It.  997.  Their  erroneous  statements  respecting 
the  proceedings  at  Washington,  994.  305. 

Isong point,  American  expedition  against,  Vol.  II.  \i>Q — 19. 

Loss,  British  and  American,  at  Brovn's  town.  Vol,  I.  65. 'At  Queen's-town,  97.  At  forts  George 

*  and  Newark,  108.  Near  to  Fort-Erie,  117.  390.  Ogdensbui-g,  139.  396.  At  YoMc,  146—7. 
398.  403.  406.    At  French-town,  185.    At  the  river  Kaisib,  190.  490.  49S.    At  Fort«Heigs, 

'  900—1.  430.  At  Stoney-creek,  907.434.  At  BUck  Rock,  999—30.  449.  'In  capturing  U»e 
Growler  and  Eagle  on  Lake  Champlain,  940.  i47.  At'Goose.^eek,  951.  At  Fort-Stepbenaon, 
96r,— 7.  At  the  Thames.  U.  C.  989—3.  At  Chateaugay,  319.  464.  At  Hoop-pole  cieek; 
3*1—9.      At  Cbrystlers,  339— 3.  469.  475.     At  Fort  Niagara,   Vol.  II.  14— >6.  396.    At  Bhuik 

.  Bock  and  Buffaioe,  93.403-4.  At  Havre  de-Grace,  38.  405.  At  George-town,  48.411.  At 
Craney-island,  61.  414—15.  At  Hampton,  65.  417.  At  the Tw^ty-mile  creek*  77.418.  At 
La  Colle  mill.  90.  439.  At  Oswego,  105.  497.  499.  .  At  Strcet's-creek,  144^5.  434-6.  At 
jAindy'slane,  147—8.  441—9.  448.  At  Black  Rock,  164.  At  Fort-Brie,  I77. 454—5.  In  cap^ 
turing  U.  S.  schooners,  Somers  and  Ohio,  449.  At  Michihmacinac,  195.  In  capturing  the 
U.  S.  schooners.  Tigress  and  Scorpion,  198.  461.  At  Plattsburg.  «93— 4.  464.  At  the  sortie 
from  Fort-Erie,  934. 471.  At  Lyon's-crerk,  93^.  At  Bladensbarg,  S90. 4g9.  At  Moor*s-fields, 
309.    At  BaItimoTe..s9l.  396.  513.    Up  St-  Mary's  river,  336.    At  ilie  bombaidment  of  Fort^ 

Jlowyer,  344 .    At  the  capture  of  the  gun-boata  near  Lake-Bdrgne,  350.  595.'  At  tbc  several  at- 
acks  near  New  Orleans,  38S.  5Sft-i3.  535.  540.  5i9-<9^  ft54— 7*     At  the  toircildcr  of  Fort* 
'   Vowyer,  391. 579*  ''      *  "  ~  •  ,  •    ^ 


INDfiX. 

Le^itiana  $tifte,  it»  concmest  etrly  submitted  to  the  BritMt  govanment,  ▼«*.•'!•  §••  *«• 
MCtxA  aid  tnm  it»  InhSitanU,  aW.  Itt  rich  cotton  orop^  ib.  Addre«»  to  the  inhabitaotoof, 
by  British  officers,  $41.  Defensive  prttpamtions  by  the  governor  of,S46.  lUuroatien  ae»cnbco» 
346— 7t    Its  evacuation  by  the  British,  387. 

— —  Uw  8.  shift  her  armament  and  crew.  Vol.  11.  368.  Joins  the  Carolina  schooner,  S6S. 
'Opens  upon  the  British  troops,  ib.  Ought  to  have  been  fired  upon  immediately,  ib.  Towtd 
'  away  alter  the  CaroUna*s  explosion,  ib.    HI  effects  of  her  escape,  368. 

X«oiMr  GnadOf  inhabitants  of,  their  patriotic  behaviour,  Vol.  I.  308—13.  S48.  S4S. 

J^MMd^^g-Ume,  battle  of,  Vol.  II.  14«— 59. 436— 48. 

Lpyn*g  creekf  skirmish  at,  Vol.  11^  dS8. 

M. 

M&cdonnen.  major,  his  mission  to  Ogdensbnrg,  as  a  flag  of  truce,  Vol.1.  135.  Treatment  he 
experienced,  ib.  Succeeds  to  the  command  at  Prescott,  lb.  Is  denied  permission  to  attack 
Ogdensburg,  but  gets  leave  to  make  a  demonstration  upon  the  ice,  136.  Collects  his  force  and 
crosses  the  St.  Lawrence,  137.  Is  fired  upon  from  Ogdensburg,  138.  His  capture  of  Og^ 
densburg.  and  eleven  pieces  of  cannon,  139.  His  official  )etter  to  sir  George  Prevost,  393. 
Alteration  made  in  it,  140.  (Lieutenant-colonel.)  Commands  a  foice  near  Chateaugay,  907. 
Practises  a  successful  rtue  de  guerre  upon  general  Hampton,  3iO. 
JUacdonough,  commodore,  his  cautious  behaviour,  Vol.1.  946—7.  Hears  of  the  departure  of 
'  toptain  Everard  from  Lake- Cham  plain,  and  then  sails  out,  348.  His  boastfbl  letter,  450. 
Launches  his  ships  at  Vergennes,  Vol.  11.  96.    His  designation  of  two  cutter^  353. 

Jlfa^arlane,  Mr.  John,  released  from  American  imprisonment.  Vol.  11.  18. 

Machodic-river,  proceedings  at,  Vol.  II.  265. 

Macomb,  colonel,  U.  S.  army,  advances  to  the  attack  of  Matilda,  Vol.  I.  318 — 19.  His  curious 
account,  as  contrasted  with  captain  Biddle^s,  ib.  (Major-general.)  Retires  before  sir  George 
Prevost,  Vol.  II.  907.  Crosses  the  Saranac.  and  fortifies  bis  position,  fiOfi.  His  state  of  d«s« 
pair,  S16.    Sudden  exultation,  ib.    His  official  letter,  930—4.  465. 

Macrae's  home,  gallant  affair  at.  Vol.  II.  74. 

Maduon,  Mr.  his  war-manifesto.  Vol.  I.  3— 15*  Reply  to  it,  16—40.  .  His  profitable  versatility, 
44.  Charges  the  Hritish  with  what  he  himself  openly  practices,  180.  His  ludicrous  boast  of 
having  the  command  of  Lake* Huron,  Vol.  II.  199.  Was  on  the  field  at  Bladensburg,  385. 
His  narrow  escape,  391.  Flight,  ib.  Designation  by  an  American  general,  ib.  His  procla- 
mation, 303.  506. 

Naguaga,  skirmish  at.  Vol.  I.  64—7* 

Jlfoncftester,  American  village  of,  shares  the  fate  of  Newark,  Vol.  II.  19. 

Mantfeeto,  Mr.  Madison's,  Vol.1.  3—15. 

-,  the  prince  regent's,  Vol.  I.  16.    Compared  with  Mr.  Madison's,  41. 

Mannerif  captain,  exchain^  parole  with  an  American  captain,  while  bo);h  lie  wpuQded  on  the 
field  at  Stoney-creek,  Vol.  I.  308.    American  misrepresentaUon  contQiusd,  ib* 

JUarlborough,  Lower  and  Upper,  proceedings  at,  Vol.  II.  859, 379. 

Marque  and  reprisal,  American  letters  of.  Vol.  I.  15. 

— — ',  British  ditto.  Vol.  I.  16. 

Moyeaux,  serjeant,  his  heroic  behaviour,  and  dastardly  murder.  Vol.  II.  355—9. 

M* Arthur,  general,  U.  S.  armv,  his  *  miraculous*  escape.  Vol.  I.  61.    His  disgraceful  proceed* 
ings  In  the  western  district  of  Upper  Canada,  Vol.  II.  341—3. 

M'Clure,  maj,or-general,  U.  S.  militia,  marches  from  Fort-Oeorge,  as  if  in  pursuit  of  gencfal 
.  Vincent,  Vol».ll.  3.  Retreats  to  Fort-George  before  colonel  Murray,  7.  Gives  half  an  hour'a 
notice  to  the  inhabitants  of  Newark,  and  then  sets  fire  to  their  town,  8,  9.  Abandon's  F(Ht- 
George  and  retreats  across  the  river,  ii.  Orders  the  commandant  at  Fort.Niagara  to  prepare 
for  an  attack,  16.  398.  400.  It  justly  charged  by  his  countrymen  as  the  cause  of  the  desola- 
tion of  their  villages,  36. 

M*Culloch,  captain,  U.  S.  Army,  his  letter  to  his  wife.  Vol.  1. 68. 
M'Dougal,  major,  his  evidence  at  colonel  Mullins's  court-martial.  Vol.  II.  377.  \ 

M'DouaU,  lieutenant-colonel,  his  boisterous  passage  across  Lake-Huron,  Vol.  II.  186— 7.  Ar- 
'  rives  at  MichiUmacinac.ib.  Detaches  a  force  against  Prairie  du  Cliien,  ib.  His  gallant 
defence  of  Michilimacinac,  193.  Official  account  of  the  repulse  of  the  Americans,  458. 
Gross  libel  upon  him  refuted,  301-3. 
M*Kay,  lieutenant-colonel,  of  the  Michigan  fencibles,  departs  fof,  and  attacka- and  carries,  th 
fort  of  Prairie  du  Chien,  on  tlie  Mississippi,  Vol.  11.  187—90.  His  official  account  of  the  en- 
terprise, 456. 

M'Micldng,  Mr.  Peter,  released  from  American  Imprbonment,  Vol.  II.  18. 

M'Pherson,  lieuteuant-colooel,  U.S.  army,  his  opinion  of  the  conduct  of  the  British  at  L 
Colle  mm.  Vol.  11.87. 

M*  Queen,  serjeant,  of  the  Canadian  militia,  his  gallantly,  VoL  II.  74. 

Medca\f,  lieutenant,  of  the  Canadian  militia,  his  enterprising  spirit,  and  gallant  capture  of  a 

'  body  of  American  regulars.  Vol.  II.  73 — i. 

^teigs,  fort,  its  construction.  Vol.  i.  IM.  Strength,  196.  Attack  upon,  \ty  colonel  Proctor,  lb. 
Sortie  from  the  garrison,  1 99.  Repulse  of  the  Americans,  flOO.  Reinforcement  to  the  garri- 
son, 197.  The  latter  storm  and  carry  the  British  batteries,  198.  Batteries  re>taken,  ib.  Cap- 
ture or  destruction  of  nearly  the  whole  American  storming  party,  ib.  418. 

Aferooirs,  Wilkinson's,  extracts  from,  Vol.1.  80.  85.  86.  87.  90.  92.  133.  153.  170.  171.  178. 
S33— 6.  358.  355  357—9.  502— 4.  315.  318—33.  336—9.  338.  335.  338.  343.  346-7.  340.  Vol.  II. 
36.  68.78.  79.  83.  8fr— 9.  91.  94.  108.  lOd.  108.  114.  117.  181—3.  186.  187.  131-3.  liO.  IM,  148. 
1 50.  146-7.  159.  «78-«l.  883. 886.  890.  993—5.  303.  948.  860.  985.  389.  398. 

Mtrclummzet  admitted  by  the  Americans  to  be  •  good  prise,'  Vol.  II.  19S.  959. 

Ahofirii-iver,  its  situation.  Vol.!.  50.    SfeAfet|r«* 


INDBX.' 

MdUfM,  Iftke,  i(s»itMtioiiuidcsleBt^VdLI.48. 
n      •  ttfiiuirytwwrrenderef  the,  to  the  Britlih,  Vol.1.  ?»,  sat.    Flnt  AaetiCBa  aftnuC  a^ 
179.    U  ncoftnd  by  nu^-feneral  Proctoi*8  defeat,  9U. 

MkhiUmnrimr,  island  of,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  «?• 

,  fort,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  48.  Its  captnre,  »«.  S53— 5.  Iff edftated  recovery. 
Vol.  II.  185.  Its  garrison  reinforced,  ivf.  Attack  upon  it  by  the  Amerkana,  199.  Theirxe- 
pitoe,  I9ft— 4S.  458.    Restored  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  999. 

ilffttfi^  captain,  U.  8.  army,  ezchan^  parole  with  captain  Manners,  Vol.  1. 908.  Is  aent  to  the 
American  lines  by  a  flag  of  trace,  ib. 

Mokamk  /adtaiu,  tbeir  faithfulness.  Vol.  1.  MS. 

Momtntd,  In  Lower  Canada,  ^pedition  against  determined  upon.  Vol.  I.  255. 

I  ,  strength  of  the  city,  Vol.  I.  S04. 

Mieoi^^-JUUM,  skirm'tsh  at.  Vol.  II.  908. 

JffooM-Mand,  iu  capture.  Vol.  II.  Ub—e.  479—5. 

Mormim  tiUage,  its  situation.  Vol.  1. 984.    Destmctioo  by  general  Harrison,  ib.    See  ITuma. 

Uttrgmtf  n^or-general  his  linesat  New-Orleans,  Vol.  11.  9€7.  971.  Isdriven  from  them. 985— 7. 
547.  U»— 03. 
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Re>crosses  to  Black  Rock,  20.  Attacks  and  defeats  the  Americans  there  ancTat  Buffkloe,  U 
—45.  400—3.  Destroys  the  two  villages,  22.  402—4,  Evacuates  the  American  territory,  itit. 
Is  attacked  and  repulsed  by  major-general  Brown,  120—8.  Retreats  to  Chippeway,  124. 
Thence  to  Fort-George,  129.  Proceeds  to  Burlington  Heights,  in  his  way  to  which  he  l» 
reinforced,  132.  Is  superseded  Jn  the  commbnd  by  general  Drummond,  142.  Is  wounded 
and  made  prisoner,  146. 

Richelieu  river,  its  Situation  and  extent.  Vol.  1. 298. 

Right' divisUm  of  the  British  Canadian  army,  its  early  proceedings  detailed.  Vol.  I.  S6-^68« 
Captures  Detroit,  and  the  first  American  north-western  army,  68—74.  Attacks  and  captures 
tiie  left  wing  of  the  second,  186—194.  Attacks  the  right  wing  in  Fort-Meigs,  igfiMWl. 
Retires  from  the  siege,  201.  Is  reinforced,  2G3.  Fails  in  an  attack  upon  Fort-Stephensoq. 
SGS->7<  Is  further  reinforced,  f6g*  Straitened  for  provisions,  ib.  Detachment  sent  on  bovd 
captain  Barclay's  fleet,  2^0.  Sad  effects  of  the  loss  of  that  fleet,  271.  Severe  privatkNto 
under  which  the  right-division  labored,  871—2.  Abandons  Amiierstburg,  274.  RetiMlp 
towards  the  Thames,  pursued  by  general  Harrison,  275.    Is  deserted  by  tlie  principal  part  of 

'  the  Indians,  ib.  Drawn  up  near  the  Moravian  village,  278.  Surrenders  after  a  slight 
resistance,  282.  451.  Is  censured  by  the  commander-in-chief,  2o3.  Its  name  given  to  the 
late  centre-division.  Vol.  II.  434. 

Ripley,  major-general,  U.S.  army,  reconnoitres  the  British  after  the  battle  of  Lundy's  lantt 
Vol.  II.  158.  Retreats  to  Fort-Erie,  ib.  Enlarges  and  strengthens  that  fort,  161*  la 
relieved  by  general  Gaines,  164. 

Roberta,  captain,  his  capture  of  Fort^Blichilimadnac,  Vol.  1.56.    His  official  letter^  S5S» 

Roman  valor,  not  equal  to  American,  Vol.  II.  25*    Want  of  it  at  Bladensburg,  291* 

Rou,  major-general,  arrives  in  the  Chesapeake,  Vol.  II.  275.  Lands  to  reconnoitre,  ib* 
Determmes,  upon  rear-admiral  Cockbum's  suggestion,  to  attack  Vtrashington,  276.  En- 
camps his  army  at  Upper  Marlborough,  273.  Is  joined  by  rear- admiral  Cockburn,  SBI. 
Advances  towards  Washington,  288.  Arrives  at  Bladensburg,  ib.  His  oflScial  account  df 
that  battle,  496.  Is  near  taking  the  president  of  the  U*  S.  89u  Advances  to  Washingtont 
993.  Has  his  horse  shot  under  him,  ib.  Enters  the  city,  294.  Departs  from  it,  900.  LttUb 
atJforth  point,  313.  Advances  to  reconnoitre,  314.  Is  skirmished  with,  315.  Returns  lor 
a  reinforcement,  ib.  Is  shot  on  his  way,  ib.  His  affecting  end,  509.  514. 517.  Effect  of  hia 
death  upon  the  expedition,  315.    His  character,  329— 31. 

Rouni'head,  the  Indian  chief,  his  capture  of  the  American  general  Wmchettera  Vol.  I.  IM, 
Safe  delivery  of  his  prisoner  to  colonel  Proctor,  ib. 

Incase**  point,  projected  battery  at.  Vol.  I.  238. 

Royal  George,  ship,  attack  upon  the.  Vol.  1, 189. 

s. 

SackettU  Harhor,  village  of,  ito  situation.  Vol.  I.  M.  167.  8ixe,and  the  strength  of  Its  defenoeg, 
167.  Attack  upon,  by  sir  George  Prevost,  108.  Its  weak  resistance,  169—74.  Extraontlnaiy 
retreat  from.  17 U  413.  British  loss  at,  173.  417.  American  ditto,  173.  Importance  of  that 
station  to  the  British,  174.  American  remarks  upon  the  subject,  17&.  Ill  effects  of  not 
holding  the  post,  285.    Defenceless  state  in  January,  1814,  Vol.  11.  98. 

Savannah,  in  Georgia,  described.  Vol.  II .  336.  Meditated  expedition  against,  ib.  How  defeat- 
ed, 337. 

Sandvfich,  village  of,  its  situation,  Vol.  I.  4t. 

Saadutkff,  river,  ditto,  ditto,  50. 

<Saraiiac,  river,  on  Lake  Champlain,  ascended  by  colonel  Murray,  and  American  arsenal  and 
barracks  there  situated,  destroyed.  Vol.  I.  242.  Proceedings  there  by  sir  George  Prevost. 
Vol.  11.209— 27. 

ScaZui^  ladders,  their  shortness,  one  cause  of  the  failure  in  the  assault  of  Fort-Erie,  Vol.  II.  idp. 
178. 181.  Neglected  to  be  placed  at  the  attack  of  New  Orleans,  Vol.  II.  975.  Made  of  ripe 
canes,  383. 

Scalp,  first  that  was  taken  in  the  war.  Vol.  I.  59.    American  reward  o^ered>  for  taking,  18S. 

Mode  of  extracting  it,  293. 
Schlosser,  fort,  captured,  Vol.  I.  50.    Surprised  by  colonel  Clarke,  8 19* 

Scott,  lieutenant-colonel.  United  States*  army,   his  attack  upon  York,  Vol.  I.  2S2— 9.    Is 

charged  with  a  breach  of  his  parole,  231.  444.    His  excuse,  236. 
Sentinel,  British,  anecdote  of  one  at  Washington,  Vol.  II.  296. 
Sbeaffe,  major-general,  his  arrival  at  Queenstown,  Vol.  I.  94.    Ofiicial  account  of  the  batfle, 

376.    Impolitic  armistice,  100.    Leqity  to  the  Americans,  101.'  His  action  at  York,  143.  Be* 

treat  towards  Kingston,  146.    Account  of  the  capture  of  York,  397. 

Sherbrooke,  sir  John  C.  his  official  account  of  the  prociiedings  up  ll^e  Penobscot,  Vol.  II,  475. 

Shields,  Mr.  purser,  United  States*  navy,  his  trick  upon  the  British  commanders  at  New  Oc- 
leans,  Vol.  11.360. 

Shdtrt,  lieutenant-colunel,  his  gallant  behaviour,  and  death,  VoU  1. 256. 
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Kmrnrntit,  Mr.  Wm.  hb  tettSmony  letpedinf  Waihiogtoli,  Vol.  1 1;  901—5. 

AMcfair,  catpain.  United  Stmtie^  oiivy.  sttackt,  and  h  replied  at,  Fott-MidiSUaiadnac  Vol.  II. 
fiBS— ^    Capture*  the  Nancy  tdiooaer,  ig?.    His  bombastic  designation  of  lib  prize,  ib. 

«  Mz'ifaMoM'  of  Indians,  their  pretended  declaration  of  war,  Vol.  I.  999. 

ffliff ifi  nf  the  War,  an  American  poblication,  extracts  from.  Vol.  I.  60—1.  64.  66.71— S.  KI. 
80.  gS— S.  97— 9.  101—9.  108— g.  111—19.  115.  117—18.  19J.  195.  198.  194.  1S9.  149-5.  147-^. 
1A9— 8.  155.  159—60.  169.  179—9.  177.  179—80.  189.  184.  188—9.  199.  195—6.  198  300.  908. 
910— 11.  919.  217  990.  994.  891.  947.  ft59— 4.  964.  967.  979.  974—5.  976.  9iS9— 4.  990.  9g7. 
999*  300.  SI9.  990— 1.  959.  Vol.  II.  g.  19.  18.  94.  40—1.  44—5.  48.  59.  57.  til.  63.65-6.  71. 
01.  100.  105.  106.  110—11.  118—19.  199.  197.  199—90.  198.  146.  159.  159.  154.  159.  161. 
189*  1«»— 6.  168.  171.  177—8.  195.  901.  908.  999.  994—5.  999.  931.  994.  996.  939—40.  94'2. 
940— 0.  159.  054.  979.  999.  901.  904.  9fO.  919.  915—16.  318.  390.  994.  397.  945. 

SmUh,  general.  United  States*  army,  liis  official  account  of  the  battle  of  Baltimore,  Vol.  II. 
910.  Ml. 

Smgth,  general,  United  States*  army,  his  appointment  to  the  command  of  the  American  army 
or  ti^  centre.  Vol.  1. 107.  Cunning  way  of  giving  notice  of  the  termination  nf  general  Sh<>affe*s 
armistice,  ib.  Proclamation  for  volunteers,  109.  991.  Amount  of  his  Force,  109.  His  pre- 
parations for  the  second  invasion,  ib.  Crosses  over  the  advanced  division,  1 10.  Strength  of 
the  latter,  in.  Progress  on  the  Canadian  shore,  119—14.  Fails  in  his  expedition,  iiv. 
Sends  a  summonb  to  Fort- Erie,  I18.  999.  The  answer  he  obtained,  lis.  389-  Intends  a  fr^sh 
attack,  1 19.  Trifles  with  bis  troops,  ib.  Abandons  the  invasion,  ib.  His  reaisons,  ib.  Bcba- 
-   Tiour  of  the  troops,  ib.    Nick-name  given  to  him,  190. 

SnUien  in  citizens*  dresses,  remarks  upon.  Vol.  II.  9fi. 

Samen,  United  States*  schooner,  her  capture.  Vol.  II.  167. 440. 

;^MV«eie  island,  proceedings  of  the  British  at.  Vol.  II.  96. 

Sitmte  paper,  American,  Vol.  I.  199. 

St.  Clair,  lake,  its  situation  and  extent,  Vol.  I.  48. 

,  river,  its  situation  and  extent,  ib. 

Bt,  Jhnid%  village  of,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  59.    Burnt  by  the  Americans,  Vol.  If.  134—^. 

Stepkenton,  or  Sandusky,  fort,  its  construction.  Vol.  1.  194. 269.    Unsoccessful  assault  upon, 

065—7. 

Stmrnri,  general.  United  States*  militia,  his  shamefbl  behaviour  to  a  British  serieant  of  marines. 

Vol.  II.  958. 
St,  OeoTge,  colonel,  his  capture  of  the  Chicago  packet.  Vol.  I.  5g. 
St.  Joka%  Lower  Canada,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  939. 

St.  Jompk%  isUnd  of,  captured,  VoL  1. 47.  Shameful  proceedlngi  of  the  Americans  at, Vol.  II. 
191—9. 

■St.  Lawrence,  river,  when  open  for  navigation.  Vol.  I.  139. 

St.  MtrfSt  river  of,  in  Upper  Canada,  iu  situation.  Vol.  I.  47. 

,  in  Georgia,  its  situation.  Vol.  II.  995.    Expedition  up,  ib. 

town,  ,  captured.  Vol.  II.  335. 

Stone,  Mrs.  her  shameful  treatment  by  the  Americans,  and  heroic  behaviour.  Vol.  T.  1  j5. 

— — ,  lieutenant-colonel,  United  States*  army,  how  treated  for  burning  St.  David's.  Vol.  IJ. 
135—6. 

Stcmejf  creek,  battle  of.  Vol.  I.  904—1 1 .  431—6.    Mutual  loss  at,  907.  434—5. 

St.  Philip,  fort,  unsuccessful  bombardment  of,  987.  568. 

St.  Regit,  village  of,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  55. 

Street.  Mr.  Samuel,  released  from  American  imprisonment.  Vol.  II.  18. 

Street**  creek,  battle  of,  Vol.  II.  190—8.  431—6. 

Superior,  lake,  its  situation  and  extent.  Vol.  I.  47. 

Swveyor,  United  States*  schooner,  her  capture.  Vol.  II.  53. 

Swtmton,  village  of,  barracks  destroyed  at.  Vol.  I.  943. 

Swift,  brigadier-general.  United  States*  army,  his  death,  Vol.  II.  129. 

T. 

Tappakannock  river,  entered  by  the  British,  Vol.  II.  333. 

TarMn,  captain.  United  States*  navy,  his  attack  upon  the  Junnn,  54—6. 

Taylor,  major,  his  capture  of  the  Growler  and  Eagle  cotters,  Vol.  I.  940—1.  445. 

Tecunueh,  the  Indian  Chief,  his  action  at  Aux  Canards,  Vol.  I.  61.  Advances  upon  Detroit,  6P. 
His  Adelity  at  Fort-Meigs,  901.  Kills  one  of  his  warriors  for  massacring  an  American  nri- 
soner,  ib.  His  bravery  at  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  M9.  Is  killed  by  colonel  Johnson,  987. 
His  person  ami  character,  ib.  Skill  as  a  dinlnm-^tifit,  988.  Plainness  in  drens,  ib.  Temoe- 
ranee.  989.  Warlike  qualities,  ib.  Hatred  to  the  Americans.  Q90.  Their  libels  upon  him, 
ib.  His  forbearance  to  ill-treat  them,  ib.  Judgment  in  the  field,  991.  Travels,  lb.  Talents 
as  a  draftsman,  992.  Modesty,  ib.  Compared  with  his  son.  998  His  majestic  features 
after  death.  99*.  His  scalp  taken,  and  skin  flayed,  995.  His  death  not  mentioned  by 
general    Harrison,  296.    Probable  reason,  ib. 

Thames,  rhrer.  Upper  Canada,  its  situation.  Vol.  I.  48.    Battle  of  the,  978—99.    British  official 

accountiof  the,  451.    American  ditto,  453. 
TkermopyUe,  curiously  compared.  Vol.  II.  157. 

Thompson,  Mr.  John,  leleased  f^om  American  imprisonment,  Vol.  II.  18. 
Tkomtom,  colonel,  leads  the  left  wing  at  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  Vol.  II.  986.    Drives  the 

enemy  belore  liim,  2S7— 9.    Land*  wiih  the  advance  at  Viller«»8  canal.  New  Orleans.  955. 

Bivou;*cka  near  the  banks  of  the  MissisMppi,  958.    Crosiei  the  Misaiiiippi*  mid  ourriiM  geae- 


nd  Hdtfan**  Ubm,  and  coBmodore  Fattet«oii*f  batteries,  St5— «.  i59«  Hii  official  account, 
SiT*  BeCanu  to  have  his  wound  dressed*  leaTing  IteotenantFCOlonel  Oubbins-  in  charge  of 
tlie  captured  Works,  SM.    His  opinion  aboat  the  possibility  of  retidning  them,  38d.  549. 

Tomahawks,  number  famished  to  the  American  north-western  army,  Tol.  1.183. 

Totten,  lieutenant«coloneI,  United  States*  army,  his  opinion  of  the  British  charges  at  La  Colle 

mill.  Vol.  II.  88. 
Treasurjf-otBce,  at  Washington,  its  destruction  justified,  Vol.  II.  304. 
TVippe,  United  States*  sloop,  her  destruction.  Vol.  II.  S3. 

Tucker,  lieutenant-colonel,  crosses  to  Lewistown,  Vol.  II.  148.  His  unsucccssrul  attack  upon 
BhuHc  Rock,  i««— 4. 

T\irkey-poi»t,  proceedings  of  the  British  kt,  Vol.  II.  36. 

Tmcototu,  Indian  village,  shares  the  fate  of  Newark,  Vol.  IT.  19. 

T^lden,  major  sir  John,  his  evidence  at  colonel  MuUins's  court-martial,  Vol.  II.  37S. 

U. 

VnderhUl,  his  forcible  seisure  as  a  deserter,  and  death,  Vol.  I.  4S. 

•V. 

'Valor,  American,  superior  to  Roman,  Vol.  I.  25. 

Pan  Rensselaer,  general.  United  States*  army,  his  command  of  the  American  army  of  the  centre^ 
Vol.  I.  80.  Intended  plan  of  inTasion,  83.  How  defeated,  85.  Crosses  the  strait  to  encamp 
there,  91.  Official  account  of  the  Queenstown  battle,  379.  Secession  from  the  command, 
107. 

Famam,  general,  United  States*  army,  his  letter  about  the  sortie  at  Fort. Erie,  Vol.  II.  235. 

'*  Feritas,*  his  remarks  upon  the  Plattsburg  expedition.  Vol.  II.  211— 80. 

VilU^e,  what  so  named  by  the  American  editors.  Vol.  I.  126. 

Fineent,  major-general,  his  defence  of  Fort-George,  Vol.  1. 153—8.  Retreats  to  the  Beaver  dam, 
159.  Is  joined  by  a  small  reinforcement,  163.  Destroys  part  of  his  stores,  ib.  His  want  of 
ammunifion,  and  retreat  to  Burlington  Heights,  164.  His  critical  situation,  <i03.  American 
force  sent  against  him,  ib.  Its  near  encampment,  ib.  Listens  to  the  suggestion  of  tieute- 
nant-colonel  Harvey,  and  proceeds  with  a  detachment,  headed  by  that  omcer,  to  storm  the 
American  camp,  204.  Success  of  the  enterprise,  204 — 9.  His  official  letter,  431.  Gives  up 
the  command  of  the  centre^division  to  major-general  1)e  Rotteiiburg,  219.  Resumes  it,  261. 
Retreats  to  Burlington  Heights,  Vol.  II.  9.  Returns  to  t»t.  David's,  and  is  superseded  by 
general  Driimmond,  12. 

Voyagewrs,  Canadian,  capture  of  a  party  of,  by  the  Americans,  Vol.  I.  106. 

W. 

.  War,  American,  origin  of  the,  Vol.  I.  1.  Declaration  of,  15.  Time  of  its  arrival  at  Queens- 
stnwn,  Montreal,  and  Quebec,  55.  Also  in  England,  15.  Barly  preparations  for,  by  the  Ame« 
can  government,  57. 

Warburton,  major,  hu  imprisonment  along  with  convicts,  in  Frankfort  Penitentiary,  Vol.  !• 
299.  461. 

tVarren,  admiral,  arrives  in  the  Chesapeake,  Vol.  II.  32.  Detaches  a  fbrce  up  the  Rappahan- 
nock, ib.  Orders  rear-dmiral  Cockburn  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  33.  Sends  a  force  against 
Craney  island  and  Hampton,  57—01.    His  official  letters,  414—6. 

Washington  city,  an  attack  upon  anticipated  by  the  American  government  Vol.  IF.  274. 
Army  prepared  for  its  defence,  ib.  Different  robtes  to,  276.  Filled  with  defiles,  280.  Its 
size  and  population,  292.  Is  entered  by  a  small  party  of  British,  2P3— 4.  Proceedings  there 
fully  detailed,  293—306.  492—803.    See  Army. 

gazette,  extract  from.  Vol.  II.  169. 

Wayne  fort,  its  redaction  prevented  by  sir  George  Prevost,  Vol.  I.  I8I.    Is  relieved  by  piajor- 
/    general  Harrison,  ib. 

Western  militia,  the  American,  how  equipped  for  service,  Vol.  I.  I8S.  Their  dexterity  in  the 
use  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping. knife,  ib. 

Weit  Florida,  secret  act  of  Congress  to  take  possession  of.  Vol.  II.  342.  Is  taken  possession 
of  by  United  States*  troops,  342. 

Westphall,  captain,  R.N.  is  wounded  while  bearing  a  flag  of  truce.  Vol.  II.  38.  Captures,  with 
his  remaining  iiand,  an  American  captain  of  militia,  38.  407. 

Wilcocks,  colonel,  his  character.  Vol.  I.  258. 

Wilkinson,  general  James,  United  States*  army,  appointed  to  command  the  American  northt'rii 
frontier.  Vol.  I.  255.  Directed  to  attack  Kingston,  ib.  ■  Deitrmines,  by  the  advue  of  a 
council,  to  attack  Montreal,  ib.  Prepares  for  the  expedition,  2&6.  Arrives  at  Fort-George, 
lb.  Departs  for  Sackett*s  Harbor  with  the  chief  part  of  the  army  of  the  centre,  260. 
Corresponds  with  commodore  Chauncey,  302.  Proceeds  with  the  expedition,  303.  Issues  a 
proclamation  to  the  Canadians,  317.  4tS6.  Dets^phes  colonel  Macomb  to  take  Fort-Matilda, 
^18.  Calls  a  council  of  war,  319.  Stales  his  own  and  the  enemy's  forces,  ib.  Detaches  colo- 
nel Bissel  to  reconnoitre  an  island,  380.  Also  major-generals  Boyd  and  Brown,  to  protect  the 
expedition,  321.  Complains  of  being 'sciatched,' 325.  His  various  accounts  of  the  Rritish 
force,  325— 6.  Sends  a  reinforcement  to  general  Boyd,  328.  His  exaggerated  acc«»unt  of  co- 
lonel Morrison's  loss,  333.  His  inconsistencies,  334.  473—6.  His  de^tignation  of*  temerity/ 
fj§.  Summons  another  council,  SS9.  His  arrival  at  French  Mills,  and  account  oi  tlie  expe- 
Itloo.  340.  470—6.  Despatches  the  dragoons  to  Utica,  and  commences  upon  defensive 
«icas«rcs,  341.    Why  Im  djd  uol  succeed  in  the  e«p«ditiun,  343—4.     Projecu  an  expcdi- 
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tiM  agaiiut  I«lc  wax.  Nok»  itc*  940-^'     Also  againtt  KnfMoii  nd  Pietcolt, 

Banu  hU  mtM^cnft.  tet^  kc  and,  after  detachinf  a  fbree  to  8adEett»s  Haibor,  i«- 
tiaals  to  Plattahniy  and  BwllBgtoii«  3A1.  fieoonnoltrw  BooK't  point,  Yol.  II.  to.  Ill-wiU 
towraids  the  Canaduiu,  ib.  Dencbet  a  itaot  to  PhilUpsbnrg,  8i.  ildvances  to  Chtmplaia, 
Ik.  Calls  a  coandl.  and  atates  hU  force,  ib.  and,4l8.  Determinea  to  attack  the  Brittdi  at 
Iji  Colle  mill,  81 .  410.  Marches  to  the  attack,  88.  Attacks  the  mill,  and  u  repulsed,  a»->89. 
His  curious  simile,  94.  Betreats  to  Cha/aplain  and  Plattsburg,  95.  Compared  with  Don 
Qalsote,  ib.    Tarns  historian,  1 8ft.    While  commander  at  New  Orleans,  took  posseuion  of 

*  Wast  Florida,  949.  Brectcd  Fort-Bowyer.  ib.  Was  superseded  by  ma^or-general  Jackson, 
348.  His  opinion  of  the  ronte  to  New  Orleans  selected  by  the  British,  958.  Also  of  the 
attack  upoa  general  Jackson^s  lines,  984. 

IPilttaau,  Ueutenant^oloocI,  his  official  account  of  the  defence  of  La  Colle  mtlle,  Yol.  II.  4S1. 

N^facAeterr,  miyor-general,  United  States*  army,  takes  the  command  of  the  left  wing  of  the 
Aaserican  north-western  army.  Vol.  1. 179*  Detaches  a  force  a^inst  a  few  British  and  In- 
diana, at  Preochtown,  184.  The  latter  are  repulsed,  185.  Joins  with  the  main  body,  186. 
Is  attacked  at  the  river  Raisin,  and  defeated  by  colonel  Proctor,  187 — 94.  His  capture  by  an 
iadian  Chief,  and  delivery  in  safety  to  the  British  Commander,  188. 

ITindrr,  brigadier-general.  United  States*  army,  his  omture  by  the  British,  Vol.  I.  906.  Bean 
a  proposal  for  an  armistice  from  sir  George  Preynst,  Vol.  II.  188.  Agrees  with  colonel  Baynes 
for  aa  exchange  of  prisoners,  1 89.    His  account  of  the  battle  of  Bladensburg,  500. 

Wimtet^  Canadian,  of  1819,  iu  eariy  setting  in,  Vol.  II.  7—8. 

WoUt  capuin,  United  States*  army,  his  oflScial  Utter,  Vol.  I.  984.    Remarks  thereon,  go. 

WoraeUy,  lieutenant,  R.N.  his  escape  from  Nattawassaga,  Vol.  II.  197.  Snccessful  enterprbe 
afklnst  the  United  States*  schooners.  Tigress  and  Scorpion,  ig7— 90i.  46 1. 

n^iight,  Mr.  of  Maryland,  bis  comparison  between  Roman  and  American  valor.  Vol.  II.  84. 

Y. 

Yeo,  sir  James  Lncas,  his  arrival  at  Kingston,  and  immediate  active  service.  Vol.  1. 164.  Sails 
oot  with  his  fleet,  having  on  board  sir  Greorge  Prevost  and  troops,  for  Sackett's  Harbor,  \6b. 
Arrives  off.  and  stands  in  to  reconnoitre  the  port,  ib.  Embarks  the  troops  in  the  boats,  ib. 
la  oidered  to  re-embark  tliem,  and  to  stand  back  for  Kingston,  ib.  Accidental  cause  of  his 
ictnm  off  Sackett's  Harbor,  166.  His  capture  of  some  American 'dragoons,  ib.  Inability  to 
approach  the  shore,  owing  to  a  change  of  wind,  ib.  Re-embarks  the  troops  in  the  boats,  ib. 
LsomIs  them,  168.  Had  taken  on  fward  shipwrights  to  launch  the  Pike,  I7<.  Returns  to 
Kingston  with  the  troops,  179.  Sails  out  to  co-operate  with  migor-general  Vincent.  819. 
l>rives  the  Americans  from  their  camp  at  the  Forty-mile  creek,  capturing  pait«f  their  camp- 
equipage.  319.  Lands  a  detachment  of  troops  at  the  Rorty.mile  creek,  91 4.  Sails  wltfa  troops 
to  CNnrego,  Vol.  II.  lOO.  Lands  them,  104.  His  c^cial  account  of  the  capture  of  the  place, 
488.    Ditto  of  the  lots  of  the  Lake  Champlain  fleet,  465. 

Tcoooanco,  river,  proceedings  at.  Vol.  II.  966. 

York,  dty  o^  Upper  C^anada,  its  situation  and  size.  Vol.  I.  58.  Strength  in  1813,  148.  Attack 
apon,  149.  Explosion  at,  145.  Capitulation  of,  146.  400.  British  official  account  of  actMO 
at,  997.  400.  American  ditto,  149.  403.  404.  Brirish  and  American  loss  at,  146—7.  Destrac 
tionofthepublic  buildings  at,  148.  Evacuation  of,  149.  Second  attack  upon,  3^9.  Defence- 
kai  state,  owing  to  the  militia  being  still  under  parole,  ib.  Plunder  of  the  inhabitants,  and 
dapartnrr  of  the  expedition,  S99. 

Yomgttom,  American  village,  destroyed.  Vol.  II.  19. 


FINIS. 


ERRATA. 

Vol.  I.  p.  54,    last  line,  after  IT.  read  III.  and  IV. 

303,  last  line,  deU  and  III. 

344,  last  2  from  l»ottom,  for  173  read  304. 

Vol.  II.    898,  last  line,  for  4  read  5. 

293,  line  1,  for  less  read  not  many  more. 

347,  2,  for  Lefourche  read  Lafourche. 


Printed  fty  Joyce  60U,  103,  Shoe  Lane,  FUeUetreet,  London. 


\ 


